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Past and Future. 


With us God has been in grace, 
Turned to us His loving face; 

For another year has passed 

Rich in blessings on us cast. 

Sorrow, worry, e’en despair, 

May have clouded skies once fair. 
Still, those clouds have e’er been riven 
By the joy-winds God has driven. — 
May that year forever be 

One of blissful memory! 


What the coming year may hold 

Is to us a tale untold. 

Dark before our mortal eyes, 

In a shroud the future lies. 

God alone, all wisdom’s Source, 
Knows our unknown earthly course. 
In His hand He holds the morrow — 
Fortune, joy, misfortune, sorrow. — 
Lord, our God, whate’er betide, 

With us let Thy grace abide! 


St. Louis, Mo. Hersert C. Cuaus. 





A Golden Age, Yet Evil Days. 


Words of Luther for Our Own Day. Translated for the 
“Lutheran Witness” by the Rev. Prof. Th. Engelder, 
Springfield, Ill. 


Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. — Eph. 5, 16. 


But you might ask, Why, after asking us to redeem the 
time, does St. Paul add: “The days are evil”? The golden 
time, rich in golden profits —and still an evil time? 

I answer: These are indeed good times; for the sweet 
voice of the Gospel is heard throughout the land; none the 
less they are evil times, because the world is full of offenses, 
heresies, and self-sufficiency, and is leading the way to all 
wickedness, —and we ourselves are tarred with the same stick. 
The result is that, unless we incessantly wage war with the 
devil, who is aiming to seduce us by these means, and with 
our flesh, which would lure and drag us away from knowing 
and doing the will of God, we shall soon lose all and be utterly 
undone, despite the fact that we are living in the Gospel-day. 


For the preaching of this very Gospel stirs up all the fury of 
the devil, and he does his utmost to befoul the world with her- 
esies, and to draw and drag away from the pure doctrine and 
the faith even those who have the Gospel; while we have the 
flesh adhering to us which closes its eyes to the danger, refus- 
ing to be ruled and led by the Spirit, and rendering us slug- 
gish and slothful in prayer and for the meditation of God’s 
Word. Besides, in- their daily affairs, in business, politics, 
society, men are everywhere subjected to influences which keep 
them away from the Gospel, and urge them to hinder its 
spread and overturn the Church. 

Therefore let no man harbor the idea that these are good 
and peaceful times. For though the times of themselves are 
good, and though God has sent us the real golden year, the 
year of Gospel-grace, yet, owing to Satan, together with his 
sects and wicked men and our flesh, for some the times are, 
to all intents and purposes, devoid of all good, while for the 
Christians they are become days of stress and heart-breaking 
strain; they are under the necessity of striving to the utmost 
in order to overcome the offenses and obstacles, so as not to 
be despoiled of that which they have received, but to retain it 
to the end. lt is thus absolutely necessary that we should 
regulate our conduct according to the conditions confronting 
us, that is, that we should walk circumspectly and wisely; we 
must make it our business to learn and to do the will of God, 
this being the time and the opportunity for it, seeing that we 
are in possession of His Word, grace, and Spirit. And since 
the devil and the flesh oppose these things and seck to drag us 
away, you must, says St. Paul, be wise and be on your guard, 
lest you give way to them; if you fail herein, you cannot 
plead ignorance or lack of time or inability to resist. Because 
of these influences everywhere operating to lure us from God’s 
Word and will, the days are called “evil.” (XII, 983 ff.) 





God’s Richest Blessings for 1920. 


The Lord bless thee, dear reader, in the New Year! 
But we would do more than wish you blessings, we 


would help to bring blessings into every home into which 


the Lurueran Witness enters. We shall therefore point 


~out to you the source from which you may draw blessing 


upon blessing on every day of this new year. The source of 
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the greatest blessings is to be found where God’s Spirit and 
our spirit meet —in hearing, reading, and thinking upon 
God’s holy Word. Our sincere wish, therefore, is to have 
' every one of our readers practise the daily reading of God’s 
Word, or, in other words, to carry on daily private or family 
devotion. It is not our purpose to lay down hard and fast 
rules for every person. We wish simply to offer plans and 
hints which, we hope, may be helpful to our readers to live 
each day “not by bread alone, but by every Word that pro- 
ceedeth out of the mouth of God.” — 

If you are among strangers where family devotion is 
not practised, or if you are so unfortunate as to be the only 
Christian in your home, and the others will not join you 
in prayer and the consideration of God’s Word, then you 
ought to carry on your devotion privately, and be careful to 
remember all of your household in your prayers before the 
Throne of Grace. Perhaps the fruit of your prayers to your 
Father in secret will be noticed in your public demeanor, and 
even so, some may come to glorify God in the day of visitation. 

But if it is at all possible, have the entire household 
join in daily prayer and in the hearing of God’s saving 
and sanctifying truth. Select that time of the day which 
is most satisfactory to all. 

Family devotions are to be more than mere table-prayers. 
If nothing more can be done, prayer at table is by all means 
to be practised; but who could not add to such table-prayers 
Luther’s brief prayers as given in the Catechism, or the 
Lord’s Prayer, or both? If children are present, some 
part of the Catechism may be recited. The truths of the 
Small Catechism are the most important and the most vitally 
influential truths that can be impressed upon the hearts of 
both old and young. After some child (or adult, for that 
matter) has recited from memory or read from the Catechism 
one question and answer, one article, or one commandment, 
some example from Bible-history may be added in a con- 
versational manner. | 

We will submit a plan which was followed by a father 
who, without having family devotion become monotonous, 
wished to have the members of his household become familiar 
with the most important truths of the Bible, the Catechism 
and the hymn-book. 

On Sunday mornings he would repeat from memory 
either the Ist, the 19th, or the 84th Psalm (they may be 
read), and pray Luther’ morning prayer as found in the 
Catechism. 

On Monday mornings he would have one of the children 
repeat one of the articles of the Creed together with Luther’s 
explanation and Luther’s morning prayer. 

On Tuesday morning he would have one of the com- 
mandments repeated, and referred either to some Biblical 
occurrence which illustrated the whole or a part of the com- 
mandment; if opportune, he would refer also to some current 
event which served very much the same purpose, and pray 
Luther’s prayer. 

On Wednesday morning he would read a short incident, 
parable, or other selection from the Gospels, and pray Luther’s 
prayer. 

On Thursday morning he would read some Psalm of 
comfort in tribulation, such as the 23d, 27th, 37th, 46th, 
or the 73d, and pray Luther’s prayer. 

On Friday morning he had the family unite in con- 


fessing the Creed, and read a longer morning prayer instead 
of the short prayer of the Catechism. 

On Saturday morning he read a Psalm of repentance, 
such as the 25th, 32d, 38th, 51st, or the 143d, and on Satur- 
day evening he would always read some Psalm of praise, 
especially the 103d Psalm. 

He did this for one year. The following year he fol- 
lowed the book of devotions, Crumbs, by the Rev. C. M. Zorn. 
The third year he read the Acts of the Apostles and the 
epistles of the New Testament and. used Starck’s Daily Hand- 
book for family prayers; but even at those times when he 
used books of devotion, he would have occasional repetition 
of some part of Luther’s Catechism. Very frequently he had 
the Third Commandment recited on Sunday morning. 

We know of another man who conducted very brief daily 
family devotions. He never used any other prayer than the 
Lord’s Prayer and Luther’s short prayer of the Catechism, 
but he always read or recited some of the more important 
hymns of our precious hymn-book. 

In those homes where there is a musical instrument and 
some one is able to play, a hymn may be sung at family 
devotion. 

Too much variety and a constant change of material is 
not good. Very little, if anything, will thus cling to the 
memory, and yet the enriching of the memory is one im- 
portant fruit which we expect from family ‘devotion. Some 
of these precious words that are recited or read again and 
again should cling to the memory of young and old to give 
to them light, direction, and power in some hour of darkness, 
danger, or weakness. A constant repetition, however, of 
exactly the same words day after day does not do justice to 
all the counsel of God and to all His gifts of song, praise, 
and truth of which we are to lay hold. 

In arranging our family devotions, we must keep in 
mind not to overlook the more important portions of the 
Bible, such as Jesus’ life, the Psalms, and some narratives 
from the Old and New Testament which illustrate and drive 
home fundamentals. Then there is Luther’s Small Cat- 
echism, which is nothing but an abbreviated Bible. ‘Then 
there is our excellent hymnal, in which there are certain 
hymns that ought to be familiar to all of us. This sacred 
poetry ought to touch our heart with heavenly fire and give 
us a taste of the goodness of God and of the sweetness of 
His mercy. Finally, there are some good prayer-books and 
books of devotion. If one or the other, or several, are to 
be used, the pastor will gladly give his members direction 
where these may be purchased, and how they may be used. 

_ And now, dear Christians, let us practise what our Lord 
and Master commands: “Ye fathers, provoke not your chil- 
dren to wrath, but bring them up in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord,” and we shall experience the truth which 
He has revealed to us: “Blessed is the man that walketh 
not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way 
of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his 
delight is in the Law of the Lord, and in His Law doth he 
meditate day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted 
by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in 
his season; his leaf —’ shall not wither, and whatsoever 
he doeth shail prosper.” 

For this new year it will be just as true as it has always 
been true: the source of all true blessings for time and 
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eternity is there, and there only, where God’s Spirit pours 
forth for us its riches of power, purity, and salvation — in 
His Word. God bless you! 


O blest the house, whate’er befall, 
Where Jesus Christ is all in all; 

Yea, if He were not dwelling there, 
How poor, and dark, and void it were! 


Then here will I and mine to-day 

A solemn cov’nant make and say: 
Though all the world forsake Thy Word, 
I and my house will serve the Lord, 


The Pastor’s Salary. 


There has been much talk among a part of the clergy 
of the metropolis lately of a strike of pastors for a decent, 
life-sustaining salary. It is reported that the Lutheran pas- 
tors were asked to join such a movement, but declined. Baptist 
ministers have talked of it more than any others. One was 
bold enough to take for his Sunday evening topic: “Have 
the Clergy a Right to Strike?” In the Watchman-Exzaminer 
a contributor writes: “Some ministers are talking about 
forming a league and going on a strike. What a sight that 
would be! What an attitude for a church to be in when it 
became known in town and country that no minister would 
serve it on account of its niggardliness !” | 

To Lutherans such a notion is absurd and unscriptural. 
The office of the ministry is a holy calling. Christian pastors 
stand directly in the service of the Lord. They have been called 
to preach His Word. And if they strike, they strike against 
the Lord. “Preach the Gospel!” is Jesus’ command. He 
nowhere said: Refuse to preach unless you get a decent salary. 
Deny them the Bread of Life till they pay you what you 
deserve. That smacks of the papal interdict of the Middle 
Ages, when the Pope laid the ban upon whole countries, 
commanding the priests not to serve the people in any capac- 
ity, until the king or emperor bowed to the Pope’s will. The 
trouble lies in the unbiblical view which the sects take of 
the office of the ministry. Too many of the sectarian 
preachers look upon the ministry merely as the position of 
a lecturer for the intellectual uplift of the people. 

But in view of the pressing circumstance it may be well 
to ask yourself whether you have given the salary of your 
pastor some serious thought of late. Have you made it 
possible for the treasurer of your congregation to pay the 
pastor his salary regularly? Have you neglected to bring in 
your contribution, and thus made the pastor wait perhaps 
two or three months for a part of his salary? Have you 
taken the worry for his family needs off his mind, or have 
you placed it upén him by neglect, and thus hampered his 
work in the congregation? A man with worry on his mind 
cannot do his work properly. If you love your Savior, you 
will love also him whom He has sent to preach the Word 
of God and administer the means of grace. The individual 
members of the congregation are individually responsible to 
God for the attitude which they take on this question. “Do 
ye not know,” writes Paul, “that they which minister about 
holy things live of the things of the temple? and they which 
wait at the altar are partakers with the altar? Even so hath 
the Lord ordained that they which preach the Gospel: should 
live of the Gospel.” 


Brooklyn, N. Y. G. E. HaceMan. 


Charles and Margaret Investigate the 
‘Statistical Year-Book.’’ 


Mr. Charles Q. of L., whose conversation with his friend 
X. of K. we lately reported, spent the following evening in 
carefully looking through the Statistical Year-Book of our 
Synod. The reader will remember that Mr. Q. had found 
this book in the hands of his pastor, and had requested his 
pastor to lend it to him for a few days. Mr. Q. had intended 
to spend the evening out, but he had become so interested 
in that Stattsttcal Year-Book that he decided to remain at 
home and spend the evening with that book, especially since 
his friend Mr. X. had given him some revelations the night 
before on matters concerning our Synod and our churches. 

Mr. Q. opened the Stattsttcal Year-Book at the very first 
page, and then scanned page after page. For the first time 
he learned to know who the officers of the Synod-at-large are. 
He remembered hearing that the Rev. F. Pfotenhauer of 
Chicago is the General President, and in the LUTHERAN 
WITNESS, which he is now receiving as a subscriber to the 
L. L. L. Fund, he had recently read the name of the General 
Treasurer, Mr. E. Seuel, of St. Louis. He did not know that 
Pastors J. W. Miller, J. Hilgendorf, F. Brand, and H. P. 
Eckhardt are the Vice-Presidents in the order named, nor 
that Prof. R. D. Biedermann is the Secretary. 

He was interested to find that our Synod is divided into 
twenty-three districts. He looked at the reports of the district 
presidents giving the ordinations and installations of pastors, 
the installations of teachers, transfers, resignations, deaths, 


. and visits by the district visitors. 


The parochial reports, which fill page after page in the 
book, were given fully an hour of Mr.Q.’s time. These 
reports give the year in which each congregation of Synod ° 
was organized, the number of souls, communicants, voters, - 
teachers (male and female), pupils in parochial schools, and 
number of days taught, the number of Sunday-school children, 
the number of baptisms, confirmations, marriages, and burials, 
the total number of people who communed during the year, 
the number of young men in each congregation who served 
in the Army and in the Navy, the number of English services 
held, and the amount of moneys which were contributed by 
each congregation for home and outside purposes, — although 
this last report was very incomplete. He noticed that -his 
own pastor had failed to send in this last report. He made up 
his mind that, on returning the book, he would speak to him 
about it. 

Mr. Q. knew that we are doing work among the negroes 
of our country, but for the first time he learned that we have 
26 pastors and 14 teachers working in this field, and that our 
colored ‘churches have 1,755 communicant and 441 voting ~ 
members, 2,709 children in the parochial schools, and 2,095 
children in the Sunday-schools. 

Mr. Q. had learned on the evening before from his 
friend X. that our churches have over 621,000 communicant 
members. He now saw these figures in the summary of the 
parochial reports, and also found that we have over one 
million souls and 150,000 voters, almost 2,500 pastors in 
charge of congregations, over 3,000 congregations and 1,000 
preaching-stations, 1,846 parochial schools, in which 84,000 
children are taught by 973 pastors, 1,050 men teachers and 
320 women teachers, and over 92,000 Sunday-school children. 

Mr. Q. had a faint recollection of having heard some- 
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thing about a so-called Synodical Conference. Now he learned 
that this larger body is composed of the following synods: 
Missouri, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Michigan, Nebraska, and 
Slovak. This Synodical Conference has a communicant mem- 
bership of almost 800,000. 

Mr. Q. was surprised to read that dui ing the past year 
58 ministers died and 63 resigned or retired. He remembered 
that 124 theological students were graduated from our semi- 
naries this spring. Comparing figures, he found that the 
net gain in ministers was but a very small one. 

The statistics for home missions Mr. Q. found carefully 
compiled on page 98. The number of stations subsidized 
is 1,418, and the number of missionaries is 561. 

On page 105 Mr. Q. found a report of the Board of 
Support. He learned that this board supports invalid pastors, 
teachers, professors, and their widows and orphans. ‘The 
report says that 750 persons are being supported, and that 
375,812.83 was distributed to them during the year 1918, 

-from which sum $864.31 for expenses of the boards must be 
deducted. Since his meeting with his friend X. on the 


previous evening Mr. Q. had lIcarned to do a little figuring. — 


Taking pencil and paper, he found that the support given 
to each of those 750 persons was not quite $100, on an average, 
for a whole year. He wondered if those persons had any other 
income, or in which way " they managed to live, considering 
the high cost of food and clothing. He knew that he and 
his family were not suffering any, ‘and it made him feel bad 
to think that, perhaps, some old pastor, or teacher, or some 
pastor’s or teacher’s widow was in sore need. He did not 


remember having heard much of the needs of the Board of- 


Support until the L. L. L. made its effort to raise $3,000,000 
for this purpose, and even then he was not as much impressed 
with the facts as now. At that time he was with some diffi- 
culty persuaded to give $50. He remembered that his friend 
X. had frankly told him that a man of his means ought to 
have given $500. He spoke to his wife this very night, and 
they made up their mind that they would send in another 
$450 for this fund. 

He had already. at the breakfast table. told his wife of 
the conversation which he and his friend X. had had on 
the evening before. She was surprised to hear how little 
our church-members were giving toward the church. When 
her husband spoke to her this evening, she said, “Charlie, 
T have been thinking this matter over all day. Ought we 
to be surprised at the small sums others are giving, and that 
some are not giving at all? You know that years ago we 
were poor; when our parents came from Germany, they had 
no more than their clothes and a few dollars, which were 
soon spent. In the course of years the Lord has blessed us 
with this world’s goods, we are to-day living very comfortably, 
and have no small bank account; but, although we are paying 
a little more than the average member of our church, we are 
not doing what we ought to do.” 

“Margaret,” said her husband, “I have come to the same 
conclusion, and J told my friend X. yesterday evening that 
T would increase my contributions. I am really surprised 
that the Lord has continued to bless us as He did in spite 
of our unthankfulness. He surely is a gracious and a Jong- 
suffering God.” 

“Indeed, Charlie, that is true,” answered his wife. 
“T never really understood the needs of our church and our 
Synod. My eyes are beginning to open. How is it that we 


have been members of our church for many years and have 
not been thoroughly enlightened as to the actual conditions ?” 

Mr. Q. then turned to the General Treasurer’s report on 
page 122 and talked that over with his Margaret! 

- “What do all these columns mean?” she asked. 

“These columns mention the various purposes for which . 
moneys were collected, and state the amounts given by the 
various districts of our large Synod.” 

“Read them,” said his wife. 

Mr. Q. reads: “General ‘Treasury, Building Fund, Home 
Mission, Foreign Mission, Mountain Retreat, South American 
Mission, Deaf-mute Mission, Indian Mission, Jewish Mission, 
Foreign-tongue Mission, Immigrant Mission, Australian and 
New Zealand Mission, China Mission, European Mission, 
Church Itxtension, General Relief, Negro Mission, Board of 
Support, ete., ete.” - 

_ “Many of these things are all Greek to me,” said Mrs. Q. 
“Building Fund, what is that for? What is our Synod 
building? And the General Treasury, what is that for?” 

“The Building Fund,” said Mr. Q., “nfust be used for 
colleges, I imagine.” 

“O yes, that is, no doubt, what it is used for. But,” 
added Mrs. Q. upon second thought, “Synod has its colleges. 
This thing is not clear to my mind. But what about that 
General Fund? It says here that $176,146.53 was paid into 
this fund. For which purpose does Synod need so much 
money in a general fund? Must be for general expenses; 
but what are they?” 

“No doubt, Margaret,” said Mr. Q., “the many professors 
at our colleges and seminaries are paid out of this fund.” 

“I never thought of them, Charlie,” said Mrs. Q. “But 
that is right, they must be paid their salaries. I wonder how 
many such professors we have, and how large their salaries are. 
No doubt, they get very high salaries, and therefore much 
money is needed for this fund.” 

“No, Margaret, their salaries are not very high. I know 
this, because some time ago I heard that their salaries ought 
to be increased, and I was surprised to learn that these men 
are not paid as well as they ought to be. — Now it is twelve 
o’clock. Last night it was one before we retired. We must 
go to bed. I myself must get more information as to our 
church and synodical affairs, and then we shall speak of them 
again. When | return this book to our pastor, I am going 
to have a long talk with him. I have many questions to ask 
him. ,1 have never been as interested in church affairs as 
Iam now. By the way, the last number of the LuTHERAN 
WITNEss contained some very interesting articles. Be sure 
to read them, Margaret.” 


St. Louis, Mo. 


JouHNn H. C. Fritz. 


Convention of the Iowa District. 


The twenty-seventh convention of the Iowa District was 
held in the congregations of the Pastors lL. Yockey of Klinger 
and Herm. Maas of Readlyn, Iowa, from August 20 to 26. 
It was opened with an impressive service in which President 
Pfotenhauer preached a helpful sermon on the 46th Psalm. 

Synod organized during the first afternoon session, and 
President Theo. Wolfram read his annual address and report. 
He touched upon the sad conditions existing during the war 


‘and the way in which they interfered with our work both in 
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church and school. Now that through the grace of God the 
terrible World War has come to an end, conditions in His 
Church have become more normal, and though here and there 
storms mz, rage and waves dash high, still we may look into 
the future with hope and joy. 

There having been no synodical mecting since 1916, the 
president’s report covered three years. During this time 
23 pastors and 13 teachers entered the District; 10 pastors 
and 2 teachers were transferred within the State; 6 pastors 
and 8 teachers were called to some other District; 13 pastors 
and 4 teachers have for various reasons resigned from office. 
T'wo have severed the bonds of fellowship, and one has been 
called to his eternal rest. 

‘he doctrinal paper was in the able hands of Dr. Paul 
E. Kretzmann. His subject was, “The Festivals of the Jews; 
Their Significance for the Church of the Old Testament, and 
a Type for the Church of the New Testament.” ‘The whole 
paper was presented in such a manner that the attention of 
the entire assembly was engrossed and held to the end. Lively 
discussions ensued, which showed the keen interest Synod 
took in the subject. 

‘he important matter of Sane Missions was taken up. 
By the help of God this work has not only held its own, but 
made good progress. Because of the high cost of living the 
minimum salary of all missionaries in our District has been 
placed at $1,000 per annum. It was unanimously decided to 
contribute $5,000 annually to the General Treasury of Home 
Missions. 

Tach morning half an hour was devoted to — ad- 
dresses by President F. Pfotenhauer on the various activities 
of the General Body. He told of the needs of our institutions 
of learning and also of the condition of the synodical treasuries. 
In eloquent words he pictured the wonderful work God is 
doing through us on our various mission-fields. Everywhere 
God has crowned our:labors with success. The Ven. President 
then produced figures to show what our needs are, and just 


what is expected of us to keep up this work. He succeeded 


in arousing greater interest in, and enthusiasm for, the work 
in the Lord’s vineyard at home and abroad. 

Other speakers addressed Synod in the interest of our 
colleges: President Biedermann of Springfield, Ill.; Prof. 
O. Rusch of River Forest, Ill.; President F. W.C. Jesse of 
Seward, Nebr. ;.and Dr. Kretzmann spoke for St. Paul, Minn., 
and our Publishing House. 

A burning question up for discussion was that of our 
parochial schools. In order to advance this work, and to 
raise the standard of our schools, ,a Superintendent of Schools 
will be elected, whose duty it will be to visit all congregations, 
and to be of service to them in all matters pertaining to our 
schools. 

The result of the election of officers was as follows: 
President, Rev. Theo. Wolfram; First Vice-President, Rev. 
M. J. Von der Au; Second Vice-President, Rev. C. H. Jaeb- 
ker; Secretary, Rev. Hugo Grimm; ‘Treasurer, Mr. P. 
F. Fiene. 

The congregations and pastors who so hospitably enter- 
tained us were tendered the thanks of Synod. ° ; 

In humble gratitude to God for His goodness and mercy 
to us Synod closed its sessions with a hymn of praise and the 
Lord’s Prayer. 


Webster City, Iowa. Hewry A. Koenie. 
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Editorial. 


A New Volume of “Lutheran Witness.” 


This issue commences the 39th volume of our paper. 
May our divine Lord, in whose name this paper was first 
issued in 1882, and unto whose glory it has since endeavored 
to serve the Church, grant His favor and endue with His 
Spirit all who contribute to its columns during the year 1920. 
May it truly represent, in all the years to come, the life 
and spirit of the Church of the Reformation, thus justifying 
the word “Lutheran” in its name. And may it be a faithful 
Witness to the truth as taught in that Church. 

It has been the custom of the editors to announce, at 
the beginning of a new vear, a certain program, stating 
certain topics which are to come up for treatment in con- 
tributed and editorial articles in the near future. The pur- 
pose of such announcements was to encourage the renewal 
of subscriptions. The assumption was that many a reader 
would continue to remain faithful to the paper if he was 
apprised of the topics which would be treated in its columns 
in forthcoming issues. May we not act upon a larger assump- 
tion to-day? May we not assume that the reader is aware 
of ‘the policy of this paper to take up for discussion every 
salient issue arising in the Church, as well as the events 
in the life of nations bearing on some point of Christian 
doctrine and life? That it will remain the policy of its 
editors so to take cognizance of events and movements in 
world and Church, may, we think, be taken for granted 
by our readers, and we shall refrain from a more detailed 
announcement at this time. The more so as we have ex- 
perienced difficulties in our effort to secure space for some 
topics referred to in past announcements. The reason is not 
far to seek. In a biweekly we are limited very much as 
to space for articles and editorials. Our paper, as a synodical 
organ, must give much space to official announcements, re- 
ports on synodical conventions and committee reports, also 
to such news items from congregational life as are of general 
interest. Again, there must be, if the paper is to justify its 
Lutheran name, a certain amount of space reserved for general 
doctrinal articles. Hence the choice of subjects is much nar- 
rowed, being limited to those of major importance and of 
special seasonableness. Many a fine contribution, ready for 
the composing-room, had_to be held back for lack of space, 
and publication finally abandoned, because the time was past 
when it could be calléd timely or relevant: and many an 
editorial article has been written which for the same reason 
never appeared in print. 

However, we need not forego the — of announcing 
two series of articles which are of special significance. A con- 
tributor who prefers to remain anonymous has contributed 
a series entitled: “The Symbolical Books of the Lutheran 
Church and Chureh Union.” In style and workmanship these 
articles ‘satisfy the highest requirements, and they are espe- 
cially opportune as introducing a year which, it is hoped, 
will see the completion of the new edition of our Lutheran 
Confessions (Concordia Triglotta) now in course of printing. 
The other series bears the general title: “Words of Luther 
for Our Own Age,” and consists of selections from Luther’s 
writings translated for the LurHERAN Witwess by Prof. Th. 
Engelder of our Seminary ‘at Springfield. The instalments 
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already printed render unnecessary any emphasis on the high 
quality of Prof. Engelder’s work. Do not, reader, make the 
mistake of overloking this series. It is surely worth while. 
As for the future policy of our paper, that must, of 
necessity, remain as it was of old. A church-paper is, first 
of all, a bond of unity between the various congregations by 
whose authority the paper speaks. Hence it must stress all 
those things which are essential to that unity, and must 
testify against all tendencies that might cause disunion. And 
by unity we mean not unity of opinion on certain questions 
of expediency or synodical policy; these must be established 
by resolution of Synod, and a church-paper can only utter 
that which has been established by such resolution or general 
practise in the past; by unity we mean unity in the spirit, 
and by disunion, the spiritual division caused by false doc- 
trine or by false unionism. Against such aberrations from 
the spirit and letter of our Lutheran Confessions, wherever 
they find utterance in the printed page, it is the business of 
a church-organ to declare the teaching of that body which 
it serves, and which it is established to safeguard, so far as 
the editors are able, against a perversion of its standards. 
This means that the various movements of the day which 
tend to break down Christianity must be exhibited in their 
true character. It means, also, that attacks upon our Church 
or Synod must receive attention. Consonant with the clearly 
defined purpose of our organization to labor for a united 
Lutheranism, it is the business of the church-paper to point 
out the various causes of disunion and, by testimony against 
them, perform our share towards their removal. This is not 
always a pleasant task, but we take some courage from the 
fact — shall we be pardoned for referring to it? — that in 
all our years of editorship no subscriber has, to our know]l- 
edge, ever found fault with the spirit in which this paper 
has adverted to the differences which others have raised up 
as barriers against an unreserved recognition of their Luther- 
anism. On the other hand, it will be our practise, now as in 
the past, to report to our readers everything that may signify 
a closer approach of Lutheran bodies, now unhappily divided 
from us, to a loyal and consistent confessionalism. Nothing, 
indeed, shall please us more than to report that on such 
points as have stood in the way of fellowship with other 
Lutheran bodies in the past, a strengthening of those elements 
which desire a return to sound Lutheranism—and such ele- 
ments are found in all Lutheran synods — is asserting itself. 
In conclusion a word about our subscription list. The 
gratifying increase in subscriptions, especially during the past 
year, has already been referred to. We desire to thank, espe- 
cially, the editors of a large number of local and parish-papers 
which come to our desk, for the splendid manner in which 
they have made their papers to serve the purpose of avant- 
couriers for the LUTHERAN WITNESS, and, of course, also 
for Der Lutheraner. Aside from the cooperation of the 
Lutheran Laymen’s League, which has already been recog- 
nized in these columns, there has been no more effective aid 
towards bringing our paper into the homes than the systematic 
manner in which our local papers have brought the synodical 
organs to the attention of their readers. G. 
Consistency. — In the State of Wisconsin a campaign 
is on for an endowment fund of $5,000,000 for the support 
of the smaller colleges of the State, Marquette (Roman Cath- 


olic), Beloit, Ripon, Campion, Carrol, Lawrence, Milton, Mil- 
waukee Downer, and Northland. 

The Directors of the Wisconsin Synod college at Water- 
town were invited to join this drive. They declined to par- 
ticipate, and their reasons are stated thus in Gemeindeblatt, 
p. 842: “We cannot unite with sectarians and unbelievers for 
the purpose of raising funds for our college at Watertown, 
which is a Lutheran institution. Nor can we encourage our 
members to contribute money for educational institutions 
which are conducted by unbelievers and sectarians. No man 
can serve two masters. Whoever has received the true doc- 
trine of the Word of God will not support in any way church- 
bodies and institutions of those who teach error. With this 
drive we as Lutheran Christians can have nothing, absolutely 
nothing, to do.” 


The Gemeindebdlait is right, and the Directors of North- 
western College at Watertown have acted as consistent and 
loyal Lutherans may be expected to act. -We should rather 
be willing to close the doors of our educational institutions 
than seek or accept support from those who depart from the 
truths of the Gospel. Such money, when offered our Church, 
is tainted money. Nor do we need it. Faithful Lutherans 
should always be found ready to contribute liberally towards 
the needs of their higher institutions of learning. G. 


Merged against Their Will? — When the Merger of the 
General Synod, General Council, and United Synod in South 
was formed, the pastor and a majority of the congregation 
of the Holy Communion Church at Harrisburg, Pa., voted 
to withdraw from the newly formed body. The minority mem- | 
bers of the church have brought suit for possession of the 
property, and the case is now in the hands of Judge George 
Kunkel. The minority members charge that the Rev. John 
Henry Miller and the majority members are illegally holding 
the church property because they refuse to join the Merger. 
At the court proceedings of December 4 the lawyers for the 
majority contended that since the constitution of the Merger 
differs in important points from the constitution of the 
General Council, the congregation was within its legal rights 
when it voted to withdraw. The point was made that, where- 
as in the General Council the Galesburg Rule was in force, 
which declared against unionism with non-Lutherans, the 
constitution of the Merger has no such’ provision. Another 
point of difference brought out by Rev. Reinhard Schmidt, 
as witness for the defendants, was the failure of the Merger 
Constitution to prohibit its ministers from joining secret 
societies. Rev. Schmidt made the prediction that quite a 
number of congregations formerly of the General Council 
will likely demand the addition of such a clause to the Merger 
constitution, and that these churches will withdraw if it is 
not included. Rev. Schmidt also objected to what he called 
the “hierarchical tendencies” in the Merger. When asked to 
define this term, he said that there was “too much power 
in a few hands,” and that those who favored the Merger 
“want to take the power from the individual congregation 
and place it in the hands of a few men. I am one of those 
victims,” he continued, “carried into the United Lutheran 
Church against his own will.” Among the witnesses testify- 
ing to an excess of power having been given into the hands 
of a Board called “Board of Adjudication,” and also to the 
changes in church-life caused by the merger, was Rev. D. H. 
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Steffens, Rev. H. B. Hemmeter, and Rev. J.G. Sohn, of the 
Missouri Synod. All three witnesses defended the stand taken 
by Rev. Miller and the majority members of his church. 

The case is an important one, as it has an immediate 
bearing upon the question whether the majority in a congre- 
gation formerly connected with the General Council will be 
permitted to keep its property when it votes to withdraw from 
the Merger. G. 

Fruits of Political Preaching. — A monster petition, 
signed by seventeen thousand clergymen, was presented 
through Vice-President Marshall to the United States Senate, 
calling for the ratification of the League Covenant. The 
press declares that these ministers are the leading ministers 
from every State of the Union. We know, moreover, that 
the League of Nations has been the theme of innumerable 
sermons. Some ministers have left their churches and flocks 
and have traveled about the country lecturing and speaking 
in favor of the League of Nations. Of one Congregational 
preacher it is said that he knows every article of the Covenant 
by heart. Does any one think that this activity of these 
many preachers has been without any result? He is mis- 
taken; there has been some fruit of all this preaching. Of 
one Senator it is reported that he was so incensed by the 
political activity of these preachers that he said: “If Jesus 
Christ appeared on earth and commanded that the Senate 
should cast its vote in favor of the League, I would refuse 
to do it.” That is the fruit of such political preaching — 
its unwarranted tyranny over the consciences stirs up rebellion 
and moves to blasphemy. How different was the activity of 
Jesus, who refused to interfere in any way with Caesar’s 
government! He whose shoes’ latchet no preacher on this 
earth is worthy to unloose did spend His time in blessing 
little children, in conversing with, and visiting, poor sinners, 
in preaching repentance and faith, and in suffering for the 
sins of others. And thus also His great apostle, Paul, gave 
himself wholly to the work of the Gospel. He never preached 
at Caesar, he never sent a petition to the Roman Senate, 
but he preached to every man or woman, whether it was the 
king, Agrippa, or the queen, Bernice; whether it was the 
master, Philemon, or the slave, Onesimus; he preached to 
one and all repentance of sin and faith in Jesus Christ. 


_ He spoke the Word of God, and He wrote the Word of God. 


Through this preaching of the Gospel the greatest results 
and triumphs of the Word of God were accomplished, whereas 
the political activities of the Swiss Reformers, of Calvinistical 
political preachers, have always either produced tyranny over 
the consciences of men, or have unnecessarily aroused opposi- 
tion and persecution, in consequence of which the innocent 
often suffered and perished with the guilty. St. Peter warns 
the Christians: “Let none of you suffer as a busybody in 
other men’s matters.” If a Christian suffers for the sake 
of Christ and the Gospel, he has abundant and enduring 
comfort: “For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience 
toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully.” 1 Pet. 2,19. 
But if a preacher or congregation leave their specific work 
and enter the arena of political strife, then, if suffering and 


. persecution overtake them, we may rightfully ask them: 


“What glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, 
ye shall take it patiently?” 1 Pet.2,20. When the preacher 
minds his own business, and proclaims and teaches the Word 
of God, he’ has God’s infallible promise that eternal fruits, 


‘ ' \ 





the richest and most blessed results, will follow his activity ; 
but just as soon as he leaves that realm and becomes a political 
agitator, he will bring upon himself well-deserved rebuke. 
Aye, and then when he is covered with shame, he cannot 
even appeal to his God; for God will tell him that he is 
being buffeted for his faults, and that he is suffering as a 
busybody in other people’s matters. “From this preserve us, 
heavenly Father !” 

The Cure of Radicalism. — December 21 an army trans- 
port having on board 249 radicals of varying degree of redness 
left New York for a Russian port. These 249 men and women 
have been convicted of plotting the overthrow of the govern- 
ment, and their sentence was deportation. Prominent among 
them were Alexander Berkmann and Emma Goldman, the 
anarchists. The incident suggests the thought— why does 
not the Church purge itself as summarily of the radicals 
which prey upon her souls and plot treason against her in- 
stitutions? The Church may not deport her own radicals 
to “a Russian port”; but the divine command neverthelesss 
enjoins upon her the duty to purge herself of all those who - 
depart from the Truth. This the Church dees by excluding 
those from her communion who show no willingness to cease 
their offense. But why has this process of church-discipline 
become so rare in application? 

Fifth Avenue Church, Presbyterian, in New York: has 
recently called Dr. Kelman as its pastor. Dr. Kelman has 
written a book which rejects the authority of the Scriptures, 
basing religion on “experience.” Why does the Presbyterian 
Church tolerate such a perverter of her ancient standards? 
Why does she permit one of her professors in McCormick 
Seminary, Chicago (Dr. John H. Boyd), to teach “pure 
rationalism” (The Presbyterian, Sept. 25)? A Presbyterian 
says that it is “surprising” that Dr. Boyd’s former congre- 
gation, which tolerated his views for a dozen years, “did not 
withdraw from the denomination.” Rather, let us ask, why 
did not orthodox Presbyterians long ago insist that both 
pastor and congregation withdraw, since their teaching was 
no longer Presbyterian? Why does the First Christian 
Church of Bloomington, Ill., permit her pastor, Rev. E. 
DeWitt Jones, to welcome a Unitarian preacher to a Bloom- 
ington Unitarian Church and greet him as a brother? Does 
the Christian Church not know that Unitarianism is anti- 
christian? Undoubtedly Dr. Jones knows, but though he is 
president of the denomination, he is able to say (literally), 
in his address of welcome to the Unitarian, “I greet you as 
a brother.” 

The reason why radicals are permitted to lay waste the 
Reformed Churches is not far to seek. The Reformed 
Churches are honeycombed with lodgery, and the chief doc- 
trine of the lodge is that all religions are on a par. This 
doctrine is drilled into the lodge-member when he is initiated, 
and whenever he takes part in the ritual; and when he dies, 
he has gone to “the grand lodge above” because he was a 
lodgeman. The lodge never preaches repentance, and the 
Church which is saturated with the lodge sentiment no longer 
permits her ministers to preach repentance. Faithful Chris- 
tians in these denominations groan under such conditions. 
They write pitiful letters to the church-papers, asking what 
they shall do since their minister is developing radical views. 
Other church-papers have already gone over into the camp 
of radicalism — which is just plain unbelief. The sponsors 
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of the New Theology (another name for the same thing) 
are made synodical presidents and are made professors of 
theology. It is as if Alexander Berkmann were made presi- 
dent of the United States and Emma Goldman a justice of 
the Supreme Court. (The parallel is not far- fetched, as you 
will see when you study it a little.) 

If our Church shall escape these conditions, it requires 
more than Starck’s Gebetbuch on the mantel-shelf. Keep 
your eyes open. Speak out where you see unionistic ten- 
dencies. Unionism is betrayal of Jesus Christ. ‘The unionist 
gets his living from the Church of Christ and serves another. 
Study the doctrine! Because the Reformed Churches lost 
the emphasis on doctrine, they lost what good doctrine they 
had, and are now to a great extent ruled by radicalism: If 
you imagine that the Lutheran Church cannot sink s0 low, 
remember what American Lutheranism was in 1820. Read 
Prof. Bente’s American Lutheranism, Vol. 1. G. 

Signs of the Second Advent. — On Wednesday in the 
third week in Advent, at five o’clock in the morning, those 
who ventured into the night air beheld a sight in the heavens 
such as the human eye has not seen in two thousand years. 
There, under a gibbous moon, hung five planets, stretched 
over one-half the sky, and a sixth joined them just before 
sunrise. Three plainly visible—the white blaze of Jupiter 
overhead, next the red disk of Mars, and sloping down the 
horizon the intense radiance of Venus. When this conjunc- 
tion occurred last, Christ’s first Advent had not yet been 
heralded to the shepherds, though Simeon and Anna were 
even then little children. When the great conjunction will 
occur again —ah, but will that ever figs 

Many people expected the world to come to an end on 
the night of December 17. An Italian astronomer, who seems 
to have got mired in his logarithms (if that table exists in 
Italian), had figured out that six planets, pulling all in one 
direction, would cause the earth to wobble and crack, and 
possibly pitch into the sun. Next morning all the godless 
scoffers in the world, still a-little blue around the gills from 
a restless night, told their Christian friends what fools the 
believers in the Bible are,— “pah, world come to an end, 
tush,” and “fiddlesticks,” and “I should worry,” etc., etc. 
(vou heard them). 

Ah, and so the signs in the heavens DID remind them 
of Judgment Day?! And they must testify, and admit it, 
and discuss the Bible-doctrine of the Last Things, though it 
be to scoff; vet they did tremble for a moment, or an hour, 
lest the Son of Man come! They had their reminder, say 
what you may. Pray, what have we here if not a fulfilment 
of the prophecy? The whole world was reminded, for the 
space of a few days, of the definite doctrine of Christianity: 
“HE WILL COME AGAIN.” And 80, though quite natural 
in its origin, even as natural as the budding of the fig- 
tree referred to by Christ where He speaks of these signs 
(Luke 21), this conjunction of planets, this rarest of heavenly 
phenomena, caused men to scoff with a bravado that was to 
hide inward shudders, and caused others calmly to meditate 
on the blessed Second Advent, the final Salvation. , 

Worst of tle scoffers was Prof. Case of the Chicago 
Divinity School, who termed the belief in the destruction 
of the-world through an act of God an “old bogy,” and said 
that “fear of the end of the world has made millions of 
human beings exist in a sort of ‘what’s-the-use?’ frame of 


wind, and it has been,of no good to Christianity or anything 
else.” Dr. Case does not know that among the believers in 
the Second Advent there have been the greatest pioneers of 
progress in science and invention in the history of the Chris- 
tian era. In the language of our day, he was talking through 
his revered hat. 
' But, you say, is that what Christ meant by the “signs”? 
Most certainly. Have, we not been reminded of the Last 
Times by the Great War? Are not the Jews, living before 
our eyes, a sign (Luke 21, 32)? Is not the infidel Dr. Case © 
himself a sign (Matt. 24,11)? Even so all unusual occur- 
rences in the sky and on the earth are signs, reminding men, 
believers and unbelievers, of the End. When the newspapers 
brought the first tidings of the San Francisco earthquake, 
a young fellow rushed from a printing-office in a Minnesota 
town to the adjoining drug store and cried, “Hey, boys, 
hear this? The world’s coming to an end; San Francisco is 
destroyed by an earthquake!” Again, a sign. And yet, when 
that day cometh, it will come as a thief in the night, sudden 
as Noah’s flood, unheralded like the fires of Sodom; as the 
lightning darts across the horizon, so shall the coming of the 
Son of Man be. “Be ye also ready !” G. 
Wages and Morality. — Innumerable articles have been 
written and many and Jong speeches have been delivered to 
prove that the meager pay which many young women receive 
drove them from virtue into vice. If this were true, then the 
way to improve morals would be simple enough: raise wages. 
The wages haye been raised, but have the morals improved ? 
So far as we know, no one is willing to assert and to prove 
that the latter is the case. There is a general complaint that 
morals have grown worse. Many. of those who attend theaters 
declare that the plays were never so disgustingly immoral. 
The scantiness and indecency of the dress of many women 
and girls is-a matter of daily comment. Not only preachers, 
but writers, editors, statesmen, and physicians, are raising 
their voices against this increasing corruption and degeneracy. 
The cause of the immorality, therefore, was not simply low 
wages. It is true, abject poverty carries with it its own 
temptation, but so does prosperity and wealth. Therefore 
the man of God prayed: “Give me neither poverty nor 
riches.” We have heard much of both of these complaints, 
that some one could not be a good Christian because he did 
not have sufficient means, and that others went wrong because 
they had too much money. There are circumstances in life 
which increase the power and piquancy of temptation. 
Workers of the American Relief Committee in Armenia tell 
us that some of the Armenians, pressed by threatening starva- 
tion, are selling their daughters to the Tartars for flour. 
But have we not heard also of the growth and of the beautiful 
fruitage of Christianity amid poverty, persecution, exile, and 
slavery? Among Americans there is little abject pauperism. 
We have, moreover, God’s promise: “God will not suffer any 
one to be tempted above that he is able, but will with the 
temptation also make a way to escape.” 1Cor.10,13. In 
good days and in evil days, whether pressed by poverty or 
inundated with prosperity, let the Christian continue instant 
in prayer; let him hear and keep the Word of God; let him 
note that “godliness with contentment is great gain”; let 
him “do good and communicate”; let him engage in the 
business of the heavenly Father, in which we can all keep 
so busy that there will be no time for listening to the tempter. 
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In other words, let those who are tempted hear Moses and 
the prophets. Such hearing and keeping of God’s Word has 
saved every one who ever has been saved. He or she who 
will not hear and keep the Word of God cannot be helped by 
higher or lower wages. We will not underestimate unfavor- 
able circumstances and conditions, but God’s Word and actual 
experience both teach that the real cause for the growing 
degeneracy is not to be found in low wages, but in the lack 
of godliness and the neglect of God’s Word and Sacraments. 
, S. 

The Propaganda of Spiritism, now at its height, has 
produced no more dangerous document than the article “Thy 
Son Liveth” in the November issue of The Ladtes’ Home 
Journal. The article is a condensed version of a book which 
purports to contain letters from a soldier killed in France 
to his mother, who receives them by “automatic writing.” 
The doctrine of the book is that the spirits of the dead 
remain in contact with the living, serving them in many 
ways and eager to have communion with them. The spirit 
of “Bob” remains on the battlefield, holds a sick boy in his 
arms, brings aid to the wounded, etc. In the most skilful 
manner possible the basic teachings of Spiritism are set forth. 
The spirits of the dead want to talk to the living: “They 
make constant efforts to communicate.” And the living need 
only send “an urgent call,” and the dead must answer; all 
that is necessary is “a pencil, a pad of paper, and a heart 
crying the name of a boy.” “Bob” implores his mother to 
persuade others to converse with their dead. Above all, the 
mother is instructed to warn all parents and friends against 
mourning for their dead. “Every tear torments the dead.” 
“Don’t cry; IT’ll feel your tears if you do, and they will 
make me wretched.” This thought is stressed continually. 


Truly diabolical is the manner in which Christianity, 
the Bible, and even our Savior are brought into the commu- 
nications. People are said not to believe in Spiritism only 
because, “like many Christians, they do not believe their 
~ own creeds,” — as if a person need only be a consistent 
Christian in order to be a Spiritist! “Bob” says: “We have 
been ‘raised spiritual bodies,’ just like the old Book says.” 
The mother is advised to read the Bible with all that “Bob” 
says, in mind. Christ is always on the battlefield and heals 
the wounds; “once for a moment I saw Him.” The true 
diabolism, however, comes out in the constant teaching that 


there is no repentance necessary in order to be happy after | 


death. “Bob” reports that, from what he learns, “no curse 
attaches to anything.” The angels “rush to welcome” those 
who die for others, — “that is the Christ quality.” Suicide 
is a “mistake,” because it “delays the plans that are being 
shaped for the individual”; but from what “Bob” observes, 
he “does not gather that curses afflict any poor soul that 
makes that mistake.” 

Contrary to what the Savior says, “Bob” reports that 
there are marriages in heaven, and that this saying of Christ 
is perhaps to be explained because “the Chronicler [Evan- 
gelist!] got balled up.” 

Sixteen closely printed columns in The Ladtes’ Home 
Journal were filled with this blasphemous stuff. It is the 
most seductive piece of spiritistic writing that we have ever 
seen, and doubtless thousands are persuaded by it that the 
dead are “all right,” regardless of whether they had faith 


and repentance or not. Furthermore, those so comforted, 
and many others, will become hardened in sin and remain 
unrepentant because of this same lying imposture of a fic- 
titious hero dead in France. Many — it cannot be otherwise 
—will now “go in for” Spiritism, giving ear to seducing 
spirits who will encompass their souls in ruin. 

That a reputable magazine like The Ladies’ Home 
Journal should give so much space to this Teaching of 
Demons is sufficient proof of the interest in Spiritism which 
certain British publishing houses have been able to foster in 
the minds of our reading public. 

Christians, beware! G. 


Mrs. Mary Mason Baker Glover Patterson Eddy Frye, 
the inventor of the Christian Science religion, teaches in her 
well-known work, Science and Health with Padlock to the 
Scriptures, that every form of disease must yield to Chris- 
tian Science treatment. Years ago Prof. L. G. Townsend of 
Boston University offered her through the columns of Zion’s 
Herald one thousand dollars “if she would put into place a 
real case of hip dislocation without touching it.” He made 
the further offer of two thousand dollars “if she would give 
sight to one of the inmates of the South Boston Asylum for 
the Blind.” Mrs. Eddy, replying to this offer, said: “Will 
the gentleman accept my thanks due to his generosity? For 
if I should accept his bid, he would lose his money. Why? 
Because I performed more difficult tasks fifteen years ago. 
At present [ am in another department of Christian work, 
‘where there shall no signs be given them,’ for they shall be 
instructed in the principles of Christian Science that fur- 
nishes its own proof.” An evasion which is not even clever, 
and which should have opened the eyes of her deluded 
followers. - 

Those who have not personally investigated Christian 
Science literature have little conception of the strain to which 
this religion subjects common sense in its claims as a system 
of healing. A boil, says Mrs. Eddy, is not really painful; it 
“simply manifests your belief in pain through inflammation 
and swelling, and you call this belief a boil.” Later she says 
that as the claw of the lobster, when lost, grows again, so 
even a human limb would be replaced if people had pro- 
gressed far enough in Christian Science. 

The disciples of Mrs. Eddy report cures even of animals 
and plants. The Christian Science Journal of September, 
1897, has the following: “A white Pekin duck, unable to 
take a step, was given two treatments, when it was cured.” 
This is followed by the story of the healing of a colt: “In 
the afternoon, after treatment, he was all right; he was up, 
walking around.” Another Christian Science publication tells 
the story of a girl reading Christian Science to a lame sparrow 
that was healed and flew away. An elephant at the Zoo in 
New York got better from receiving “absent treatment.” Even 
an India-rubber plant received successful treatment! 

Eddyism is certainly one of the strongest delusions with 
which the devil is leading men astray in our age. The induce- 
ment held out is the persuasion that there is no sin, and hence 
no judgment and no hell. People will grasp at any teaching, 
be it ever so contrary to reason, if it only renders unnecessary 
repentance. Men are willing to purchase anodynes for a gnaw- 
ing conscience at any price, even at the price of reason and 
common sense. q. | 
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Shall We Lose 10,000 Subscribers? — How’s that, you ask. 
It is this way. Many readers of’ our paper are now receiving two 
copies, possibly more, because they and members of the houschold con- 
tributed $6 or more to the L. L. L. Fund. They will continue to 
receive these copies until a year's subscription has expired; then, un- 
less something is done, we shall automatically lose these subscrip- 
tions. What shall be done? The Milwaukee office of the Laymen’s 
League makes this suggestion: — 

You know of families in your congregation that do not get the 
paper. Write down their names and addresses, as many as you have 
extra copies now coming to your house. Send this address or these 
addresses to Mr. C. J. Cramer, 934 First National Bank Building, 
Milwaukee, Wis. State your name, your membership number (printed 
in red on your membership certificate), and the register-number type- 
written on certificate (left side, upper half). Like this: 


“Please transfer to Mr. X. Y., 100 Z Ave., City, State, 
LUTHERAN WITNESS now addressed to undersigned. My 
membership number is 12345, my register number, 78910. 

“SIQUSLONG: ¢xncseawes 5 54d OteeRS 
SAGOTOSSS wsccnms ws se © veces ” 


Or do this: You get the LUTHERAN WITNESS, but not Der Luthe- 
raner. Write the Milwaukee office to transfer your subscription to 
Der Lutheraner. Then you will get that paper for the unexpired 
term of your extra subscription. These two papers are both synodical 
organs, but they do not duplicate. The one is not a translation of 
the other. Rarely do they treat the same subjects, — there is so wide 
a range in religious journalism, the topics being almost infinite in 
number. Every home in which both languages are read ought to have 
both papers. The LUTHERAN WITNESS has not grown at the expense 
of Der Lutheraner, and if now ten thousand subscriptions would be 
transferred to the German organ, that would surely be vastly better 
than having duplicates of the WiTNEssS go to our homes. There is no 
rivalry between the two papers. If every home which now receives 
the WITNESS could be made to subscribe also to Der Lutheraner, con- 

ditions, in this respect would be ideal, since one church-paper a week 
is certainly the standard which we ought to arrive at. 

Of course, if through transfer of your duplicate you could gct 
the WITNESS into a home which has now no church-paper at all, the 
advantage would be greater. We believe that these “accidental” sul 
scribers would “stick” when they once receive the paper. The im- 

ortant thing is to act, to eliminate waste; write Mr. Cramer in 
filwaukee now. THE EDpItTors. 
THE PUBLISHERS. 


“The ruling passion of America is extravagance,” said 
a speaker before the American Mining Congress at St. Louis two 
months ago. To illustrate, he told of a fireman with whom he recently 
rode in a Pullman car, who complained that he could not support 
his wife and three children on his:salary of $240 a month, — yet 
the fireman wore a silk shirt and silk socks. On the same trip the 
train was sidetracked for a short time in a railroad yard, where 
several scrubwomen were washing Pullman cars. Women on the 
train, after a close observation, discovered that cach of the scrub- 
women was wearing silk stockings at work, he said. 

Formerly there were two classes of spendthrifts in our country, 
the very rich and the very poor. The Bradley-Martin ball and the 
Newport monkey-dinners of twenty-five years ago stand out in the 
memory of newspaper readers. Then there were the very poor, who 
spent on luxuries and in riotous amusements the wages that should 


have furnished a home.’ As the railroad magnate Harriman remarked . 


to a friend who was surprised to see him lay carefully aside the clips 
contained in his mail, — “Yes, it is only the poor that can afford to 
be wasteful.” What is so alarming is not that Little Street and 
Biggest Street (see article from 7'he Presbyterian, reprinted on an- 
other page, “An Orgy of Spending”), but that fiddle Sircet is now 
spending its money as fast as it can get it, and faster. For on 
Middle Street lives the backbone of our nation, the artisan, the skilled 
laborer, the expert technician, and the professional in many lines, 
and when these people lose their sense of values, — and they have in 
great part lost it now, — the economic structure of our country must 
rock and totter. 

And on Middle Street lives — the Missouri Synod, or 95 per cent. 
of it. Few of our people are poor, a fair number have acquired great 
wealth, but the greatest number belongs to the class of the well-to-do. 
Let them hold on to hats and parcels, while the boat is floundering 
around in the agitated waters. Let them preserve through these ab- 
normal times their habits of thrift and careful management. We 
cannot overlook the moral wrong of this orgy of spending. What is 
it but Mammon-worship gone crazy? — covetousness made the main- 
spring of thought and action? — the worship of the golden calf? The 
Bible tells us that a covetous person is an idolater and will not see 
the kingdom of God. Christian, have you kept your heart free from 
defilement? Are you living the life of the Spirit? 

The craze for spending lands some in prison, others on the poor- 
farm, but many lose more than health and wealth — they lose their 
souls. I have seen covetousness lately blaze from the eyes of a little 
shopkeeper like a devouring fire. Not only the big profiteers are on 
the way to destruction. Beware, beware! Lead the simple, Christian 
life. It has the promise of this present age and of the life to come. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. 











Outlook and Review. 





Correspondence. 


IMMIGRANT MISSION JUBILEE. 


Our Immigrant Mission in New York, for many decades the 
right hand of our Home Mission work in this country, celebrated 
its fiftieth anniversary on the first Sunday in Advent, Novem- 
ber 30. The largest Lutheran church in New York, Immanuel, 
was chosen for the jubilee service, and this service was very 
appropriately opened in the language of the fathers and con- 
tinued in the language of the children. Many were the friends © 
who gathered to hear the festival addresses and to join in the 
songs of thanksgiving to the Lord, who so signally prospered 
this particular branch of Synod’s work during the last half 
century. 

Pastor Geo. F. Schmidt, the successor of the sainted Pastor 
Wm. Schoenfeld at Immanuel, conducted the altar service, 
Prof. Edward Rechlin presided at the organ, and Mrs. A. OC. 
Thom sang Costa’s “I Will Extol Thee, O Lord.” President 
Pfctenhauer, the principal speaker, based his sermon on Num. 
33, 9, and spoke of the old “Pilgerhaus” at No. 8 State Strect 
as an “Ilim,” where tens of thousands of immigrants had found 
refreshment for their soul and rest for their body on the journey 
from their old homes scross the sea to their new homes in this 
land of the free. Pastor A. Wismar, of Old St. Matthew’s, 
speaking from Gal. 6,10, asked the audience to thank the Lord 
for the privilege afforded in the past of aiding especially those 
“of the household of faith,” and to show their gratitude by 
cheerfully assuming the duty of the hour, namcly, that of aiding 
those “of the household of faith” in the war-stricken countries 
of Europe, a work which is conducted at present from the office 
of our Lutheran Immigrant Society. He also mentioned the 
fact that our immigrant missionaries had not only given spirit- 
ual advice, comfort, and admonition to the pilgrims from foreign 
lands at the portals of the New World, but had also, in advising 
them with regard to their temporal welfare, always urged them 
to become loyal citizens of the country of their adoption; which 
helps to account for the fact, mentioned in a recent issue of 
The Lutheran Herald, that “immigrants from Lutheran coun- 
tries become American citizens faster than those from other 
countries.” 

“Both speakers dwelt with emphasis on the eminent services 
to the mission of the sainted Rev. Stephanus Keyl, who for 
thirty-eight years held the office of immigrant missionary at the 
port of New York, and as such became to many thousands 
a guide not only to a new home on American soil, but also to 
a new church-home, in which they drank ofthe pure waters of 
God’s holy Word; and that many congregations in various parts 
of the United States owe their origin to his work. “None knew 
him but to love, nor named him but to praise”? Honorable 
mention was also made of the founders of the mission, Pastors 
E.. W. Foehlinger, F. L. Gottlieb, O. G. Holls, and Messrs. J. 
Birkner, J. H. Bergmann, and J. Morch, as well as of those who 
in later years served on the Board, Pastor J. H. Sieker, Messrs. 
Edward and Charles Hauselt, and others. 

The “Pilgerhaus,” acquired in 1885 and so conveniently 
located at the southern extremity of Manhattan Island, in the 
days of its greatest usefulness, harbored more than five thousand 
Lutheran transients annually, and many thousands more were 
assisted by our missionaries in their bodily and spiritual needs 
at the recciving-station for immigrants established by our Gov- 
ernment on Ellis Island. The very name—“Isle of Tears” — 
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applied to this little island in the harbor of New York, indicates 
a wide field of labor for one called to comfort the people of God 
and to bind up the broken-hearted, and many are the tears our 
missionaries have dried there in the course of years. 


The present Board, consisting of Mr. Henry F. Ressmeyer, 
chairman, Pastor A. Beyer, secretary, Pastors Chr. Merkel and 
J. ©. Borth, and Messrs. N. A. Stemmermann, H. Brummer, and 
T. H. Lamprecht, together with the present missionary, Pastor 
O.'H. Restin, are looking forward to a period of greater activity 
when the immigration interrupted by the war will be resumed. 


K. K. 
WOMAN’S WORK IN THE CHURCH. 


Some time ago it was reported in the press that a bitter 
debate was carried on at a public meeting at the headquarters 
of the Church of England, London, over the question whether 
women should be admitted to the priesthood. The woman leader 
gave as a reason for the desire of women priests that “it would 
make it easier for women to get help from the Church.” Besides, 
“the commission of the priesthood in the Upper Room at Jeru- 
salem was given to men and women alike.” And further it 
was argued that “the head of the Church of England has not 
always been a man.” Three queens had been heads of the 
Church. This stand and demand was vigorously opposed by 
some clergymen. That Jesus gave “the commission of the priest- 
hood” in the Upper Room is news indeed. 

The Brooklyn Eagle, a few days ago, reported that the 
Hanson Place M. E. Church of Brooklyn had called Mrs. Martha 
Rogers as assistant pastor of the church. ' Mrs. Rogers has been 
an evangelist and a licensed exhorter for the last ten years. To 
this report was added: “The Church of England has taken the 
stand, through its denominational boards, that qualified women 
must be received into the ministry. Presbyterians are admitting 
this also. Several other denominations, including the Free 
Baptists (now merged with the Baptists), Unitarians, and Uni- 
versalists, have women pastors, and it is believed that the time 
is not far distant when they will be acknowledged as fully 
capable of carrying on the ministerial and pastoral work, as they 
are already doing.” 

The French Lutherans were occupied with this question at 
their district synods and at the General Synod. But here 
simply the admission of women to the church councils was 
discussed. The resolution was passed that women were eligible 
to all positions in the church which were not strictly pastoral 
in character. Their admission to the church councils was 
granted, but not to the consistory or as delegates of the General 
Synod. This was done because of the lack of qualified men to 
fill the positions for the administration of the external affairs 
of the congregation. 


St. Paul writes: “But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor .- 


to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence.” Again: 
“Let your women keep silence in the churches; for it is not 
permitted unto them to speak, but they are commanded to be 
under obedience, as also saith the Law. And if they will learn 
anything, let them ask their husbands at home; for it is a shame 
for women to speak in the church.” Women are exhorted to 
take part in good works and by their example give honor to 
their Savior, “that the Word of God may not be blasphemed.” 


Brooklyn, N.Y. G. FE. Hace an. 


ARE THE EPISCOPALIANS FACING BANKRUPTCY? 


_ Several hundred Episcopalians held a dinner recently in the 
Hotel Statler. The speaker df the occasion was Bishop L. L. 
Kinsolving. If he is correctly quoted, his denomination is in 
serious financial straits. The bishop is reported to have said: 
“The church we love is up against it hard, up against bank- 
ruptcy. Its ministry is failing, its treasury in arrears, its forces 
disorganized, and the church that won’t face criticism is as bad 
off as the business man who won’t face his balance for fear of 
inevitable bankruptcy.” He is also quoted with the statement 
that “Something has got to be done. And our firat need is 
democracy in the church. We have depended too long on the 
few. We have gone to them for everything, until tho 10 per cent. 
give 90 per cent. and the 90 give 10. We must feel the thrill 
of democracy. We must go to the source of power, the source 
of wealth — the people.” ' 


It is the opinion of Bishop Kinsolving that the rank and 
file of the churchmen of his denomination have looked to the 
wealthy to support their work. He is alleged to have declared: 
“The missionary coffers of the Church show a deficit of half 
a million, possibly three-quarters; church-education is going 
backward, the twenty-three former colleges of the Church now 
numbering only three, including Kenyon, and to mect a growth 
of 14 per cent. in communicants, there was only 4 per cent. 
growth in clergy, including 114 per cent. from other denomi- 
nations, so that the Church itself produced only 214 per cent.” 

While we Missouri Synod Lutherans are not facing bank- 
ruptcy, nevertheless the fact remains that there are some who 
are content to “let George do it” when it comes to supporting 
especially the colleges, hospitals, home mission, and church ex- 
tension work, etc., of our Synod. There are many who need 
to develop the synodical view-point. We have done well in the 
past. We should do better in the future. 


Cleveland, O. F. R. WEBBER. 


NEWSPAPER STORIES ABOUT THE REDS. 


DEAR BROTHER B., 


The clipping from the Chicago Tribune which you sent me con- 
tains nothing that was not explicitly stated in our articles on Bol- 
shevism. I have distinctly said that, in judging of this movement, 
I ruled out all newspaper stories and all “official” reports. Not 
as if all information obtained through such sources were unreliable, 
but because of the very natural diffidence with which most of what 
appears in the daily press and even “official” reports must be re- 
ecived. The lesson of ihe past five years is not so soon forgotten. 
Also, I definitely said that the nationalization of women is not on 
the Bolshevik program, and that the atrocities have been “played up” 
for a purpose in the press dispatches. 

On the other hand, the purposes and aims of Bolshevism are 
exactly,as stated in our series, and the fact that the newspapers 
now admit that they lied about the nationalization of women and 
the identification of Bolshevists with the Jews does not in the least 
invalidate the truthfulness of the charges which our paper made 
on the basis of data drawn from American Socialist organs and 
from a paper identified with the American Federation of Labor. 


In this connection let me tell you what I recently saw at the 
St. Louis Library. There was an exhibition of posters from Berlin, 
just received, six or eight in number, all picturing Bolshevism as 
the most terrible foe of the German people. In execution these 
posters were masterpieces of drawing and coloring, and in subject, 
they were the most awful pictures which I have ever seen in my life. 
Bolshevism was pictured as a ravening wolf, as a sheeted specter 
lifting a dagger dripping gore, as a shoreless sea of blood, ete. 
These posters were printed in Germany at the time of the Spartacan 
uprising last winter. They are proof of the horror which a nation 
feels which has had a close-up view of Bolshevism. The strangest 
thing is that among the posters there was a “dodger,” also pub- 
lished by the Berlin committee, which reprinted in full the decree 
of a certain provincial official nationalizing women. And this decree 
was reprinted as showing “what Bolshevism would do for the women 
of Germany.” The posters were issued by the Verein zur Bekaemp- 
fung des Bolschewismus, Berlin W., Schellingstrasse 2. The hand-bill 
was headed: 

DEUTSCHE FRAUEN! 


Ahnt thr, womit euch der Bolschewismus und Spartacismus bedroht? 
Der Bolschewismus will die Sozialisierung der Frauen! 


As for the atrocities committed by Lenine and Trotzky’s armies, 
the following additional testimony should be read. It is from a re- 
port of George T. Rygh, a Norwegian-American and a Lutheran, who 
has noted down the story which he tells from the lips of eye- and 
ear-witnesses: — 

“The story of the murderous methods of the Finnish ‘Reds’ 
would fill volumes. In fact, their worse than bestial ferocity can- 
not be described in print. More than a thousand murders were com- 
mitted by them with every conceivable variation of brutality and 
heartlessness. The narrative of the torturing and murder of ten 
pastors alone is such that it can be told only in whispers. A faith- 
ful minister, seventy years of age. was bayoneted in his bed. An- 
other clergyman was kicked and pinioned by a ‘Red’ guardsman, while 
two others cut a cross on his breast and rubbed salt in the gashes. 
A third, Pastor Taube, after being tortured for hours, was buried 
alive. 

“Scores of similar crimes might be narrated. They have been 
corroborated not only by inquests and investigations, but also by 
confessions of the ‘Reds’ themselves. A number of young men con- 
scripted in the Tavast country were taken to the railway station 
of Riihimaki and, upon their refusing to take up arms, were im- 
prisoned in the Russian barracks at that place. Very soon, how- 
ever, Riihimaki was doomed to fall before the onward march of the 
‘White’ Guards, and sooner than permit the imprisoned Tavastian 
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farmers to fall into the hands of their deliverers, the ‘Reds’ decided 
to murder them. The ‘Reds’—and this time they were not men, 
but armed women — placed themselves at the doors and began firing 
haphazard at the prisoners. The unfortunates rushed back and 
forth in terror and were shot down. The result was twelve dead 
and ten wounded. Of the latter, two had become demented. In the 
city of Viborg a similar tragedy was enacted, one difference being 
that, instead of shooting the prisoners, they threw hand-grenades 
at them. The effect was horrible: thirty-five killed, and a large 
number wounded. ... 

“Among those murdered at this place was the president of the 
greatest industrial plant in Finland and a member of the Chamber 
of Commerce of Finland —Gesta Bjorkenheim. He was not only 
a capable man of affairs, but also a humane personality and a benc- 
factor to his employees. He had made the community an example 
of good relationship between employer and employee on the lines 
of the most progressive principles. Though his own workmen took 
his life, he was not the victim of personal hatred or revenge, but 
rather of hatred of the industrial system. 

“The ‘Reds’ call themselves the ‘Social Democrats.’ They are 
neither social nor democratic. They are simply a class organization 
hungry for power and domination over thtir fellow-men, They were 
intoxicated by the March revolution of 1917, and were readily car- 
ried off their feet by the rising tide of Bolshevism.” 

Now, this is the report of a man who writes from Finland to 
his Lutheran brethren in America. And his statements are sup- 
ported by those of other American Lutherans whose testimony we 
have quoted in a recent article. We have carefully refrained from 
passing judgment upon the Soviet system as a form of government. 
But as for Bolshevism, its aims and methods, there is now volumi- 
nous first-hand evidence, and it all points in one direction. G. 


AN ORGY OF SPENDING. 


If much is being said of living conditions at this time, it is be- 
cause much still needs to be said, and because every one is affected 
by them. So it is an interesting process to compare the views of 
North, East, South, and West as these are expressed in ‘current 
periodicals; but the alikeness of expression is enough to give us 
pause. The reasone given for excessive living conditions are so much 
the same all over our land. 

There is an orgy of spending, say these reports, and some ob- 
servers characterize it as a “mad” orgy of spending — the adjective 
referring to entire lack of reasonable guidance. People are tired of 
the saving of the past two years, and are “plunging,” as a pendulum 
swings from one extreme to another. Perhaps this is true as an ex- 
planation, even though it be not.a reasonable excuse. Gencrally, 
however, it is attributed, not to reaction from war’s restrictions, but 
to the desire to “keep up with Lizzie,” —or since the blame must 
not be laid entirely on feminine shoulders, dropping the phrase made 
famous, — let us say “to keep up with the Smiths.” 


The Smiths living on Little Street, have made money; for 
Smith’s wages are triple or quadruple what they used to be. Smith, 
who never used to have one entire new suit at a time, stocks his 
wardrobe, sniffing contemptuously at anything even modcrate-priced. 
Mrs. Smith buys recklessly all the things she has ever wanted in her 
starved life. Two floor-lamps, with vast shades (actual fact) bedeck 
her tiny parlor, the extra one made necessary because her neighbors, 
moved with envy when the first appeared, had straightway purchased 
duplicates for their tiny parlors. The Smiths’ new rugs and furni- 
ture demand new neighborhood rugs and furniture, until each woman 
is looking with envious eyes at all her former acquaintances, while 
heartburnings and backbitings follow the attempts to stretch an in- 
come to buy things one does not need. 


These happenings to the Smiths of Little Street are being dupli- 
cated by the Smiths of Middle Street. The sixty-dollar victrola which 
once gave pleasure has been “traded-in’’ — for a one hundred dollar 
one? “Not on your life!” declares Mr. Smith, swelling out his chest. 
“The best only, is my motto!” And after he has “peeled from his 
roll” three or more hundred dollars, Middle Street speedily resounds 
with costly victrolas grinding out day and night, day and night, till 
one feels that even the deaf may have compensations. The actual 
truth is that the manufacturers of victrolas cannot keep up with the 
demand — and the demand is for high-priced instruments. 

But Mr. Smith of Middle Street, having set all his neighbors on 
the quit vive for victrolas, decides that a player-piano will best gratify 
his own musica] taste, and he forthwith proceeds to peel off his roll 
several hundred more. Whereupon all the neighbors peel the same 
sum off thejr smaller rolls, and again. Middle Street clashes 
with music. 

Indeed, the writer’s washwoman’s neighbor, who lives even re- 
moved from Little Street, is’ buying a player-piano on the instal- 
ment plan. 

Mr. Smith of Middle Street also has purchased an automobile, 
which he is able to afford, and all the other Middle Streeters are 
purchasing them or studying catalogs, while even the new houses on 
the Little Streets are being built with garages or garage privileges. 
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It is not necessary to multiply details concerning the Smiths 
on Big Street or Biggest Street. Everywhere is the same mad rush 
to “follow the leader,” regardless of whither he leads. Business men 
are uttering warnings, cven while they reap the present benefit. 
A manufacturer declares that a line of women’s shoes which he put 
out at seven dollars were not sold until they were priced at a higher 
figure. Salesgirls pay a whole week’s salary for one pair of pumps. 
Stenographers (this comes direct from a shopkeeper) are the ones 
who buy the costliest suits, and everything. cheaper is treated with 
contempt. ‘People who struggled to save enough to buy one or two 
Liberty Bonds are cashing them in, and spending the money”; this 
is the statement of another storekeeper. 


What is before a people who are crowding on all the canvas the 
ship will carry? Nothing else than the rocks, where the smaller eraft 
will break to pieces first, and the larger vessels will speedily follow. 
In the face of the repeated warnings, the whole thing is suicidal folly. 

Here is where Christian people should step forth. Here is where 
they may and should make a stand. Church people should set an 
example, for a time foregoing even the unneeded things they might 
afford, in order to help turn the tide away from the rocks. ‘The 
Quakers in the days of Charles I[, and as a protest against the wicked 
extravagance of the time, adopted a plain costume without the ruffles 
and furbelows that distinguished the gallants of that notorious age. 
In our effort to protest, we need not attempt a uniform style of dress, 
yet our costuming should be more modest, our family orderings more 
simple. “Denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world.” 


The Presbyterian. 


OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL IS HONORED. 


One of our [Methodist] Chicago pastors, serving in the midst 
of a large Roman Catholic population, sends us the advertisement 
of special devotions to “Our Lady of Mount Carmel,” which were 
observed on a recent Sunday. The announcement proceeded to state 
that after mass “a panegyric of Our Lady of Mount Carmel would 
be delivered by the well-known orator, the Rev. F. S. Angelucci, 
O. S. M., superior of the Assumption Church. After the solemn 
high mass a devout procession with the beautiful statue of Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel, accompanied by the Italian society ‘La Bella Ita- 
lia,’ who graciously offered themselves for the procession, and the 
girls dressed in white, the clergy and the band will march along 
the parish’s streets. All the afternoon will be spent in different 
amusements, with music by the band. The day will be closed with 
a very gorgeous display of fireworks by the famous firm A. Guarino, 
such as has never been seen before in Chicago.” 

The pastor adds this interesting word: — 

“The ‘festival’ took place as advertised — only more go. All day 
Sunday great crowds gathered near the church and in the streets, 
where the band played, all kinds of refreshments were sold, one or 
more gambling-wheels were running, men, women, and children were 
selling ‘chances’ on various articles of merchandise, clearly violating 
the state anti-gambling law. Games and amusements entertained 
the crowd. The image of the patron saint was carried through the 
streets, accompanied by priests and hundreds of children dressed 
in white, and many older people. Hanging to the image were scores 
of five- and ten-dollar bills, pinned together as they were from time 
to time given by the devotees along the way. It was a medieval 


" spectacle, reenacted in Chicago in the twentieth century.” 


The nationalities participating in this festival observed under 
the protection of religion probably considered this spectacle with 
its attendant gambling and Sabbath desecration as nothing amiss. 
We say “protection”; for had the gambling-devices been set up 
on a Chicago street, the operator would have been arrested imme- 
diately and fined. Under the circumstances, they were shielded by 
the Church. The affair, our renders can properly conclude, was 
a fair sample of medieval devotion saturated with superstition. It 
makes its appeal to the newly arrived immigrant and the densely 
ignorant. It could have more appropriate setting in Mexico or rural 
Spain than in enlightened America. 


Northwestern Christian Advocate. 


ANOTHER L. L. L. 


A number of readers have inquired as to the announcement 
“under auspices of Lutheran Laymen’s League” made in news- 
paper advertisements of a series of sermons preached by Dr. S. 
P. Long in a down-town hall in Chicago. We have made in- 
quirics and find that the expenses of the series are borne by 
thirty laymen of the United Lutheran Chureh (Merger). If 
Dr. Long stresses the fundamentals of faith as well, and testifies 
against Masonry as boldly, as he did when preaching in his 
old Mansfield, Ohio, church, the choice of these thirty laymen 
is to their credit. But they ought not to adopt the name 
“Lutheran Laymen’s League,” and have been requested not to 
do so by our L. L. L. committee in Chicago. G.. 
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Pastor Ernst John Sander. 


Suddenly, on August 9, Pastor E. J. Sander was summoned 
out of the Church militant into the Church triumphant. The 
message of his passing came as a shock to the host of friends 
of this brother, who was widely known. Healthy and happy 
he left his earthly home on the morning of August 9, accom- 
panied by his wife and Miss Senne, to journey in his Ford to 
Hamlin, N. Y., where he was to preach at the mission-festival 
the next day, when on the way they met with an accident 
which resulted in his death. TFlis body was at once brought 
back to Otto, where it was viewed by many sorrowing parish- 
ioners and friends. 

On Wednesday, August 138, the funeral services were held 
in his dear _ Immanuel Church at Otto, largely attended by the 
brethren of the conference and inany friends. Rev. G. Kuehn 
preached at the house from Ps. 78, 23.24. Rev. G. Buch, a 
friend of the deceased for many years, preached the German 
sermon at the church from Acts 20, 22.24b. Rev. Francis Ver- 
wiebe, President of the Eastern District, preached the Englisa 
sermon, which was based on Rev. 14,13. The remains of the 
departed brother were laid to rest beside his first wife in the 
beautiful church cemetery. Here the venerable Dr. H. H. 
Walker officiated. 

Pastor Ernst John Sander was born April 6, 1856, in 
Saxony, Germany. At an early age he expressed the desire 
to serve the Lord as missionary. In 1873 he entered the prepar- 
atory institution conducted by Pastor Brunn in Steeden to 
study for the ministry in our Synod. On July 28, 1874, he, 
together with eight other students, sailed from Bremen, Ger- 
many, and landed in New York on August 13. The party of 
students proceeded to St. Louis, where they entered our Prac- 
tical Theological Seminary. In 1877 the deceased finished the 
course of study in the Practical Theological Seminary at 
Springfield, Ill., and was installed as pastor of his first con- 
gregations at Lonaconing and Barton Md., and Maple Run, Va., 
by Pastor C. Lauterbach on August 5. June 25, 1878, he 
married Marie Leutner, which union was blessed with five sons 
and five daughters, one of the latter dying in early infancy. 
In 1879 he accepted a call to Cohocton, N. Y., serving there 
until the spring of 1886, when he accepted the call of the con- 
gregations at Otto and Little Valley, N. Y., which churches he 

served with great fidelity for thirty-three years. November 6, 
1906, death entered his home, bereaving him of his faithful 
and beloved wife, with whom he had lived very happily for 
twenty-eight years. September 29, 1915, he married Miss Emma 
Rodenbeck of Fort Wayne, Ind., who was his faithful com- 
panion for four years. The departed brother is survived by 
his widow, 9 children, and 26 grandchildren. For forty-two 
years he served the Lord in His vineyard, giving his service 
not only to his congregations, but also having served, for a 
number of years, as Visitor of, his district and as president 
of the conference. Je was a true friend and a trusted coun- 
selor, to whom many turned for advice and encouragement. 

The Lord has grievously afflicted us by taking this man 
from our midst. But we submit to His divine will, knowing 
that He is God of Israel, the Savior. We are comforted by 
the firm conviction that Brother Sander now is enjoying the 
bliss and rest of the sanctified in heaven, our eternal home. 

W. EF. MAtre. 








Eutheran Gaunen’s League. 





(EprTor1aAL Note. — By arrangement with the L. L. L. Campaign 
Committee, this column is supplied by Rev. R. Jesse as Special Cam- 
paign Correspondent.) 


Iowa Over the Top! 


The enviable distinction belongs to Iowa. Iowa is the first 
District to reach its L. L. L. quota on the minimum allotment 
of $6 per communicant. Congratulations are due the District, 
its congregations, and its District Layman Leader; and the 
best congratulations we can offer are renewed and redoubled 
efforts to emulate the example Iowa has set us. 


But here is still better news! Iowa does not intend to rest 
on its laurels. Says a letter about Iowa’s success: “This was 
accomplished because a great number of congregations con- 
tributed far in excess of $6 per communicant member. Some 
of them secured an average contribution of as high as $10, $15, 
$20, and even more than this per communicant member. In 
justice to these congregations, and in order to reach the Three 
Million Dollar goal, an energetic effort is now being made by 
the District Layman Leader through organized laymen to have 
each and every congregation which has not yet reached its $6 
minimum quota make a special effort through individual mem- 
bers to reach this or go beyond it, and thus make Iowa 100 per 
cent. perfect also in this respect. If accomplished, this will 
add a very material amount to the present sum contributed by 
Iowa so far, and if successfully carried out in every District of 
our Synod, will enable the L. L. L. to reach its much-desired and 
needed goal. May God grant it!” 


Our best wishes are with Iowa that it may gain also the 
second and greater distinction of adding its every congregation 
to the list of those who contributed their full quota. 


The Board of Support and the Districts. 


The Endowment Fund movement was launched because the 
old system of collecting funds for the Board of Support proved 
a failure. Before the writer lies a report on contributions to 
this treasury based on the treasurers’ reports in Nos.1 to 20 
of the official organs of our body. This covers the nine months 
from January 1 to September 30, 1919. Whut does it reveal? 
One District came to the front during the nine months with 
contributions that exceeded its full quota for the year by 
15 per dent. Three other Districts reached 87, 77, and 76 
per cent., respectively, of their quota in the same _ length of 
time. Of the remaining 18 Districts five only contributed 
between one-half and three-fourths of their quota; nine of 
them exceeded 25 per cent., but fell short of one-half of their 
share. The remaining four contributed only from 12 per cent. 
upwards to 22 per cent. of their quota. In other words, during 
the’ first nine months of this year only 47 per cent. of the 
budget (which calls for an average of 17 cents per communi- 
cant membcr for the Board of Support) was received by our 
treasurcrs. 


Does the Endowment Fund drive explain the shortage of 
the additional 30 per cent. which ought to have been forwarded 
during the first three quarters of the year? Was there a falling 
off of contributions under the erroneous impression that the 
drive would immediately make contributions unnecessary? In 
1918S there was no drive. What says its report? During 1918 
only two Districts lifted enough money to take care of their 
own immediate needs and to help poorer Districts a little bit. 
Twenty Districts fell from 7 to 91 per cent. short of their 
quota. Yes, we need the Endowment Fund; we need it sorely. 


Contributions from Mission-Stations. 


Writes a brother: “Our drive for the Three Million Dollar 
Endowment Fund has been practically completed. My parish 
is still supported by the Mission Board, and has been laboring 
under heavy burdens in financing the balance of its needs. 
Nevertheless we have gone over the top with a per communicant 
average of about nine dollars. A few gleanings still remain to 
be gathered in. At present I have on hand a total of $931 in 
bonds and cash donations.” 

Another letter just opened runs thus: “This is a small con- 
gregation, receiving support from the Mission Board, but wt has 
at least shown its willingness to contribute, although the sum 
is not large.” The amount enclosed was $21. : 

The italics in the above were so printed by request of the 
editor. These letters present examples worthy of commendation 
and worthy of imitation. They go to show that, although 
a little tlock is subsidized by the Mission Board, it can occa- 
sionally do the extra for a special purpose. It is willingness 
that tells! And how splendidly they acquitted themselves! 
Very often the average contributions for home purposes in 
mission-stations far exceed the average contributions for home 
purposes in self-supporting congregations of a larger member- 
ship. If a mission-station ean reach an average of $9 per com- 
municant for a special collection, will it not be much easier 
in a majority of cases for congregagtions more favorably situated 
to reach, to exceed the quoted average 
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A Local Follow-Up. 


A brother whose congregagtion has already sent in its con- 
tribution writes: “Rounding up a few who had not yet par- 
ticipated in the campaign, 1 succeeded in raising another hun- 
dred dollars.’ That is another way to help the cause along. 
Opportunity is not wanting. Many contributing congregations 
have individuals who at the time of the drive possibly could not, 
at any rate did not, contribute. The task of following up and 
doing a little gleaning is not one of great difficulty. It simply 
requires a few words at some opportune time. The results are 
“onother hundred dollars” or some other amount. Ivery little 
bit helps, and “another hundred dollars” is a neat little bit. 


A Thank-Offering. 


The following is an interesting letter from the IL. L. L. 
Mail Bag: “Enclosed is a $100 U. S. Coupon Bond for cur En- 
dowment Fund. It is a thank-offering from a widow.” 


Notice to Contributors and Solicitors. 


In reply to inquiries made, it is stated once more that every 
contributor of $6 or more to the L. L. L. Endowment Iund is 
enrolled as a member of the L. L. L. and is entitled to a year’s 
subscription to the Witness or Lutheraner. In case two or more 
members of one family contribute the above amount, it is their 
privilege to get both papers or to transfer their extra subscrip- 
tion to some friend who does not get our official organs. 

The exception to the above is that contributing pastors or 
teachers are not enrolled as members of the body because it is 
a laymen’s organization. 


To Editors of Local and Conference Papers. 


In the October 28th issue of the LurHeRAN WITNESS it was 
pointed out that many L.L.L. members receive two or more copies 
of each issue of the WITNESS, one because they were subscribers, the 
other because they became members of the L. L. L. when they sent in 
their contribution of $6 or more to the Endowment Fund. The earnest 
desire of the L. L. L. is not to get many copies of the WirNEss into 
any one home, but to place the WiTNess into many homes. Those 
who get the spare copies are therefore requested to transfer their 
unexpired subscription to some friend who does not get it. Here is 
a large opportunity for editors of parish, city, and conference papers 
to do the cause a real service. It has often been emphasized that 
parish and purely local papers ought to be an advantage to our of- 
ficial organs by encouraging their constituencies to become readers 
of the official organs of our body. Will the editors, therefore, use 
the opportunity presented to call the above to the attention of their 
readers? The kindly service will be much appreciated. To transfer 
a subscription it is necessary to state the name of the person whio 
has a subscription to transfer, his L. L. L. membership number, which 
is printed in red figures in the top center of the L. L. L. membership 
certificate, the register number, which will be found in typewritten 
figures on the left side of the upper half of the membership certifi- 
cate, and the name and address of the person to whom the subscriber 
wishes to transfer his extra subscription. The information is to be 
mailed to Mr. C. J. Cramer, Executive Secretary, L. L. L., 730 First 
Wisconsin National Bank Building, Milwaukee, Wis. 








Miscellaneous. 





Installations. 


Installed under authorization of the respective District 
Presidents: — 

On lst Sunday in Advent, 1919: The Rev. K. E. Schroeder in 
St. Paul’s Church, Yorktown, Iowa, by Pastor O. Nieting. — The 
Rev. C. W. Harre in St. Paul’s Church, St. Joseph, Mo., by Pastor 
W. C. W. Brauer. 

On 2d Sunday in Advent: The Rev. A. Mueller in the congrega- 
tion near Coon Rapids, lowa, by Pastor J. H. Iversen. 

On 3d. Sunday in Advent: The lev, kt. Jeske in Trinity Chutch, 
Whittier, Cal., by Pastor A. E. Michel. 


Installed as teachers of parochial schools: — 


On 23d Sunday after Trinity: Teacher F. W. Rochlitz as teacher 
of the upper grades of the school of St. Peter’s Church, Town Moltke, 
Minn., by Pastor C. G. Seltz. 

On 3d Sunday in Advent: Teacher R. J. Mathwich as teacher 
of the upper grades of the school of Immanuel Church, New York, 
N. Y., by Pastor G. F. Schmidt. 
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, Corner-Stone Laying. 


The hee i churches laid the corner-stone of a new 
church: — 


_ On 21st Sunday after Trinity, 1919: Zion Church, Virginia, 
Minn. (the Rev. W. Melahn, pastor). — On 22d Sunday after Trinity: 
Grace Chureh, Hibbing, Minn. (the Rev. W. Melahn, pastor). — On 
2d Sunday in Advent: St. Paul’s Church, Brimfield, 11). (the Rev. 
A. H. Schleef, pastor). . 


Dedications. 
Dedicated to the service of God: — 


_ Church. —On Ist Sunday in Advent, 1919: The new church of 
Pilgrim Congregation, Santa Monica, Cal. (the Rev. W. F. Troeger, 
pastor). 

Organ. — The new organ of Zion Church, Chicago, Ill. (the Rev. 
E. Tappenbeck, pastor). 


Anniversary. 


On 3d Sunday in Advent, 1919, Zion Church, near Tobias, Nebr. 
(the Rev. E. O. Potratz, pastor), celebrated their fortieth anniversary. 


Mission-Festivals. 


On 16th Sunday after Trinity, 1919: Creston, Cal. Offering, 
$57.00. — On 20th Sunday after Trinity: Helena, Mont. Offering, 
$169.25. — On 23d Sunday after Trinity: Fort Smith, Ark. Offer- 
ing, $450.50. — On Ist Sunday in Advent: Beaumont, Tex. Offering, 
$62.23. — Orange, Tex. Oifering, $54.10. 


Pastoral Conference. 


The Northwestern Pastoral Conference of the English District 
will meet, D. v., January 13 to 15 in the congregation of Pastor A. 
Kaub, Chicago, Il]. Service will be held on Wednesday evening. This 
will be a Communion service for the visiting pastors. Preachers, Pas- 
tors W. Czamanske and H. Olsen. Members of Conference who will 
not attend will kindly notify Pastor Kaub, Frank LuLey, Secy. 


Statistical Yearbook for 1919. 


All pastors of our Synod who have not already done so are ear- 
nestly requested to prepare and mail their annual statistical report 
for 1919 at once. Send the reports to Rev. EZ. Eckhardt, Battle Creek, 
Nebr., who will arrange them for publication, while the undersigned 
will see them through the press. Blanks with full directions were 
sent to every pastor by Concordia Publishing House between Christ- | 
mas and New Year in the same enclosure with the red Pocket Diary 
and Memorandum. Blanks have also been printed on the back covers 
of Lehre und Wehre and Magazin fuer Homiletik. Those who failed 
to receive a blank up to date will please notify the undersigned by 
postal card. The presidents of the various synodical districts, as 
well as of the colleges and seminaries, the chairmen of the various 
Mission Boards, and the presidents of eleemosynary institutions will 
also please take notice, and send their reports to Rev. Eckhardt. 

L. I'UERBRINGER. 


To the Members of Central District. 


It is the object and, at the same time, the frequently expressed 
wish of the brethren to place the circular recently issued by the School 
Committee and sent to all pastors and teachers of the District, into 
the hands of all congregation-members, as it contains much useful 
information about the schools, and will aid them in deciding the pro- 
posed improvements. The School Committee has, therefore, requested 
the undersigned to receive orders for larger quantities of the circular. 
When these orders have been placed, Concordia Publishing House will 
print the required number of copies, and fill the orders. The price 
will be about 15 cents a copy, or less, depending on the size of the 
edition. Transportation charges extra. Do not send any money for 
the present; however, attend to this matter at your earliest con- 
venience, and address A. C. STELLHORN, 

525 Sanders St., Indianapolis, Ind. 


Notices. 


Any one knowing of Lutherans living in Salt Lake City, Ogden, 
Provo, Logan, Milford, Delta, or any other part of the State of Utah, 
is urgently requested to send their names and addresses to 
; Rey. J. C. KAISER, . 

130 E. Seventh South St., Salt Lake City, Utah. 
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Authorized by the Lutheran Church Board for Army and Navy, . 


*the Texas District has undertaken the mission among the Lutheran 

soldiers along the Mexican border. In order to make this work a suc- 
cess, all must put their shoulders to the whevl and help to find the 
Lutheran men. ‘Therefore every one is urgently requested to send 
the names and addresses of any Lutherans who serve along the bor- 
der to the undersigned. This refers to all soldiers in the States of 
Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and California. Ly all means send the 
names and addresses of those in the Government Hospitals of the 
above-named States. Rev. J. H.C. S1eck, Box 1019, El Paso, Tex. 


A promising mission has been established in the flourishing rail- 
road center of Niles, Mich. Communications should be sent to 
Rev. 0. E. Soin, 
206 N. Mechanic St., Berrien Spriugs, Mich. 








Treasurers’ Reports. 


ENGLISH DISTRICT. 


Mission. — Congregations: Our Redeemer, Chicago, $701.92; 
Grace, St. Louis, 100.00; Emmanuel, Baltimore, 26.55; Christ, Wash- 
ington, 108.50; St. John’s, Hannibal, Mo., 55.00; St. Mark’s, Sheboy- 
gan, Wis., 312.39; Our Redeemer, Cleveland, 60.00; Pilgrim, Chicago, 
30.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 10.58; Calvary, Harrisburg, Pa., 5.00; 
Trinity, Pittsburgh, 45.00; Mount Olive, Minneapolis, 51.76; Hope, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., 20.00; Pilgrim, Chicago, 20.00; Trinity, East 
St. Louis, 26.55; Holy Trinity, New York, 106.00; Pilgrim, St. Louis, 
40.00; Immanuel, Charlottesville, Va., 40.00; Mount Olive, Chicago, 
13.09; Concordia, Akron, O., 100.00; Christ, Chicago, 206.21. Sun- 
day-schools: Bethlehem, Roslindale, Mass., 28.15; Pilgrim, St. Louis, 
21.33; Concordia, Akron, O., 50.00. Eastern District, 30.00. Rev. 
Berthold’s Congregation, Danville, Ill., through Gen’l Treas., 50.00. 
Rev. M. F. Kuegele, Conover, N. C., 14.00. Cash, Buffalo, 2.00. — 
Total, $2,274.03. 

Synodical Treasury. — Congregations: Hope, Chicago, $33.90; 
St. John’s, Hannibal, Mo., 30.00; Our Redeemer, Cleveland, 120.00; 
Pilgrim, Chicago, 15.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 7.94; Our Savior, 
Cincinnati, 50.00; Calvary, Harrisburg, Pa., 5.00; Trinity, Pitts- 
burgh, 12.50; Mount Olive, Minneapolis, 15.00; Mount Olive, De- 
troit, 12.00; Grace, Strasburg, [ll., 5.85; ‘rinity, East St. Louis, 
10.00; Holy Trinity, New York, 15.00; Pilgrim, St. Louis, 15.00; 
Immanuel, Charlottesville, Va., 10.00; Mount Olive, Chicago, 1.00; 


Christ, Chicago, 59.14. Rev. R. Koch, Springdale, Ark., 4.63. Re- 
deemer Sunday-school, North Tonawanda, N. Y., 3.93. — Total, 


$425.89. 

Synodical Building Fund. — Congregutions: St. John’s, Hannibal, 
Mo., $35.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 5.29; Our Savior, Cincinnati, 
20.00; St. Stephen’s, Catawba, N. C., 9.70; Mount Olive, Detroit, 
5.00; Holy Trinity, New York, 10.00; Immanuel, Charlottesville, Va., 
5.00. — Total, $89.99. | 

American Lutheran Koard for Relicf in Europe. — Rev. R. Koch, 
Springdale, Ark., $4.99. Church of Our Redeemer, Baltimore, 25.00. 
— Total, $29.99. 

Board of Support. — Congregations: St. John’s, Hannibal, Mo., 
$20.00; Pilgrim, Chicago, 30.21; Trinity, East St. Louis, 3.70; Cal- 
vary, Harrisburg, Pa., 5.00; Trinity, Pittsburgh, 70.00; Mount Olive, 
Detroit, 14.00; Grace, Strasburg, IIl., 24.83; Holy Trinity, New York, 
20.30; Pilgrim, St. Louis, 15.00; Immanuel, Charlottesville, Va., 5.00; 
Mount Olive, Chicago, 1.50; Our Redeemer, St. Louis, 85.00; Christ, 
Chicago, 63.20. — Total, $357.74. 

Mission in Brazil. — Congregations: Mount Olive, Detroit, $3.00; 
Trinity, East St. Louis, 10.00; Holy Trinity, New York, 5.00; Im- 
manuel, Charlottesville, Va., 2.00; Mount Olive, Chicago, 3.00. N.N., 
Concordia Congregation, Akron, O., 15.00. — Total, $38.00. 

Mission in China. — Congregations: Mount Olive, Detroit, $2.00; 
Trinity, East St. Louis, 5.00; Mount Olive, Chicago, 1.60. Sunday- 
school, Church of Our Redeemer, North Tonawanda, N. Y., 3.00; La- 
dies’ Aid Society, 5.30. N. N., Concordia Congregation, Akron, O., 
5.00. — Total, $21.80. 

Ohuroh Extension Fund. — Congregations: Our Savior, Cincin- 
nati, $13.00; Calvary, Harrisburg, Pa., 1.30; Trinity, Pittsburgh, 
9.00; Immanuel, Charlottesville, Va., 8.00; Christ, Chicago, 25.00. 
Rev. R. Koch, Springdale, Ark., 5.59. Pilgrim Sunday-school, St. 
Louis, 10.00. Concordia Ladies’ Aid Society, Akron, O., 50.00.— 
Total, $121.89. 

Deaf-and-dumb Mission.— Congregations: Grace, St. Louis, $5.00; 
Mount Olive, Detroit, 2.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 5.00; Concordia, 
Akron, O., 6.00. Sunday-school, Church of Our Redeemer, North 
Tonawanda, N. Y., 5.00. Cash, Buffalo, 2.00.— Total, $25.00. 

Deaf-mute Institute, Detroit, Mich.— Friendship Circle, Mount 
Calvary Church, St. Louis, $5.00. Ladies’ Aid Society, Concordia 
Congregation, Akron, O., 25.00. — Total, $30.00. 

Free Church in Germany.— Holy Trinity Church, New York, 

1.00. ; 
; Foreign Missions. — Congregations: Grace, St. Louis, $20.00; 
Holy Trinity, New York, 3.00; Immanuel, Charlottesville, Va., 3.00; 
Mount Olive, Chicago, 4.00; Concordia Akron, O., 25.00. Bible 
School, Grace Church, New York, 20.00.— Total, $75.00. 

Foreign-tongue Mission in U. 8. — Mount Olive Church, Detroit, 
$2.00. 
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General Home Mission. — Congregations: Our Savior, Cincin- 
nati, $13.18; Trinity, East St. Louis, 10.00; Holy Trinity, New York, 
5.00; Immanuel, Charlottesville, Va., 3.00; Concordia, Akron, O., 
24.00. Cash, Buffalo, 1.00.— Total, $56.18. 

Mission in India. — Congregations: Mount Olive, Detroit, $4.00; 
Trinity, East St. Louis, 10.00. — Total, $14.00. 

Indian Mission, — Sunday-school, Church of Our Redeemer, North 
Tonawanda, N. Y., $5.00. ‘Trinity Church, East St. Louis, 10.00.— 
Total, $15.00. 

Indian Mission (Building Fund).— Grace Sunday-school, St. 
Louis, $10.00. Ladies’ Aid Society, Immanuel Congregation, Char- 
lottesville, Va., 5.00. — Total, $15.00. 

Indigent Students.— Grace Sunday-school, St. Louis, $10.00. 
Trinity Church, East St. Louis, 2.65. — Total, $12.65. 

Jewish Mission. — Pilgrim Church, Chicago, $1.00. N.N., Con- 
cordia Congregation, Akron, O., 1.50. Sunday-school, Church of Our 
Redeemer, North Tonawanda. N. Y., 1.00.— Total, $3.50. 

Ministerial Education F'und. — Congregations: Grace, St. Louis, 
$20.00; St. John’s, Hannibal, Mo., 16.37; Our Savior, Cincinnati, 
13.00; Immanuel, Charlottesville, Va., 4.00; Mount Olive, Chicago, 
1.00; Our Redeemer, St. Louis, 10.00. Sunday-school, Church of Our 
Redeemer, North Tonawanda, N. Y., 5.00. — Total, $66.37. 

Negro Mission. — Congregations: Grace, St. Louis, $5.00; Trin- 
ity, East St. Louis, 159; Mount Olive, Detroit, 4.00; Holy Trinity, 
New York, 10.00; Immanuel, Charlottesville, Va., 2.00; Mount Olive, 
Chicago, 5.31. English Pastoral Conference, Milwaukee, 37.53. Cash, 
Butlalo, 2.00. — 7'otal, $67.43. | 

Negro Mission, St. Louis (Christmas Celebration). — Sunday- 
school, Grace Church, St. Louis, $10.00. 

Relief Fund. — Mount Olive Church, Minneapolis, $5.00. 

Orphan Home at Addison, Ill.— Hope Church, Chicago, $13.27. 

Bethlehem Orphan Home, Fort Wadsworth, S.I., N. Y.— Holy 
Trinity Church, New York, $75.00. 

Concordia Orphan Home, Marwood, Pa.— St. Andrew’s Church, 
Pittsburgh, $313.80. 

Orphan Home at Des Peres, Mo.— Congregations: Grace, St. 
Louis, $90.00; Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 46.70. Sunday-schools: 
Grace, St. Louis, 20.00; St. John’s, Hannibal, Mo., 10.05. — Total, 
$166.75. 

Home for Feceble-minded and Epileptics, Watertown, Wis. — Con- 
gregations: Grace, St. Louis, $5.00; Windsor Park, Chicago, 10.00; 
Holy Trinity, New York, 10.90; Concordia, Akron, O., 22.00. Sunday- 
school, Grace Church, St. Louis, 10.00. Friendship Circle, Mount 
Calvary Church, St. Louis, 5.00.— Total, $62.00. 


Sanitarium at Wheat Ridge, Colo.— Congregations: Our Re- 
deemer, Chicago, $60.14; Holy Trinity, New York, 5.00. Sunday- 


school, Grace Church, St. Louis, 10.00. Friendship Circle, Mount 
Calvary Church, St. Louis, 5.00.— Total, $80.14. 

Sanitarium at Wheat Ridge, Colo. (New Pavilion Fund).— N.N., 
Concordia Congregation, Akron, O., $20.00. 

City fission in St. Louis. — Congregations: Grace, St. Louis, 
$20.00; ‘Trinity, Kast St. Louis, 5.00; Pilgrim, St. Louis, 10.00. Sun- 
day-school, Grace Church, St. Louis, 10.00. — Z'otal, $50.00. 

City Mission Social Worker, St. Louis. — Ladies’ Aid Society, 
Mount Calvary Church, St. Louis, $2.00. 

City Mission in Chicago. — Pilgrim Church, Chicago, $50.00. 

‘ Italian Missionary’s Support. — Holy Trinity Church, New York, 
15.00. 

Lutheran Education Society, Conover, N. C.— Immanuel Con- 
gregation, Charlottesville, Va., $10.00. 

Concordia College, Bronxville, N.Y. (Kitchen).— Holy Trinity 
Church, New York, $50.00. 

Proposed Convalescent Home at St. Louis. — Ladies’ Aid Society, 
Mount Calvary Church, St. Louis, $1.50. 

Home for the Aged, St. Louis. — Friendship Circle, Mount Cal- 


~ vary Church, St. Louis, $5.00. 


Holy Cross School, St. Louis.— Church of Our Redeemer, St. 
Louis, $120.00. 
Concordia Students’ Association. — Congregations: Windsor 
Park, Chicago, $10.00; Pilgrim, Chicago, 10.00.— Total, $20.00. 
GRAND TOTAL: $4,811.92. 
December 15, 1919. Cras. H. DETTE, Treas., 
3935 Greer Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


CENTRAL DISTRICT. 


Received at the Tieasury of the Central District from Decem- 
ber 1 to 15, 1919: — 
Synodica! Treasury, $2,027.62; Synodical Building Fund, 966.97; 
Missions, 4,483.39; Miscellaneous, 7,175.34. — Total, $14,653.32. 
P. E. Wour, Treas. 


. EASTERN DISTRICT. 


. Received at the Treasury of the Eastern District during Novem- 
ber, 1919: — . 
Synodical ‘Treasury, $703.72; Synodical Building Fund, 206.57; 
Missions, 4,430.53; Miscellaneous, 1,616.54. — Total, $6,957.36. 
J. P. SOHAFFER, Treas. 
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‘MICHIGAN DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Michigan District from Novem- 
ber 1 to December 15, 1919: — : 
Synodical Treasury, $2,682.75; Synodical Building Fund, 628.48; 
Missions, $,649.31; Miscellaneous, 10,793.22. — Total, $22,753.76. 
G. WENDT, Treas. 


NEBRASKA DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Nebraska District during No- 
vember, 1919: — 
Synodical Treasury, $733.03; Synodical Building Fund, 189.38; 
Missions, 8,190.02; Miscellaneous, 3,322.68. — Total, $12,435.11. 
A. SCHUELKE, Treas. 


NORTH DAKOTA AND MONTANA DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the North Dakota and Montana 
District from July 15 to September 15, 1919: — ; 

Home Mission, $3,161.80; Synodical Treasury, 69.09; Church 
Extension Fund, 550.00; other Missions, 383.09; Synodical Building 
Fund, 15.00; Miscellaneous, 574.33. — Total, $4,753.31. 

P. MEYER, 7'rcas. 


SOUTHERN WISCONSIN DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Southern Wisconsin District 
during November, 1919: — 

Synodical Treasury, $655.67; Synodical Building Fund, 774.37; 
Missions, 5,195.25; Miscellaneous, 3,252.93.—Volal, $9,878.22. 

Received during the first half of December, 1919: — 

Synodical Treasury, $1,376.10; Synodical Building Fund, 303.32; 

Missions, 2,901.10; Miscellaneous, 3,275.85.—Total, $7,856.37. 
A. Ross, 7'reas, 


Acknowledgment. 


Received for the Indian Mission Building Fund: From Peter 
Graues, Marcus, Iowa, $10.00; Mrs. N. N., San Bernardino, Cal., 6.00; 
Mr. Smith, Logansport, Ind., 15.00; Frostad & Sandvik, Stanwood, 
Wash., 10.00; through Rev. L. G. Dorpat, Wayside, Wis., proceeds 
from sale of pamphiets, 3.60; throvgh Rev. A. H. Deletzke, Adair, 
Iowa, from Ladies’ Aid, 10.00. — T'otal, $54.60. 

R. H. Gengicu, Treas. 








Lutheran Laymen’s League $3,000,000.00 
Endowment Fund. 
Watch it grow. 





December 27, 1919: $1,869,895.90. 







March 30, 1920 —| |—$3,000,000.00 
— 2,800,000.00 
2,600,000.00 
2,400,000.00 
2,200,000.00 
2,000,000.00 
Nov. 11, 1919 


Aug. 6, 1919 
June 13, 1919 


1,800,000.00 - 
1,600,000.00 
1,400,000.00 


May 18, 1919 1,200,000.00 


May 7, 1919 1,000,000.00 
April 29, 1919 800,000.00 
April 21, 1919 600,000.00 
April 15, 1919 400,000.00 
April 8, 1919 ~ 200,000.00 
March 30, 1919 0.00 
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Triglot Concordia. 


Don’t overlook the advance subscription date on this momentous 
work. ‘Till noon of January 31, 1920, the cash-in-advanee price will 
be $8.25. If you have mislaid your prospectus or never received it, 
send for one. See that your congregation gets the advantage of the 
advance subscription. ConcorpIA PustisHine House, 

St. Louis, Mo. 





Graebner: Spiritism. 


Present-day periodical publications are carrying an alarming 
amount of spiritistic propaganda. It is, therefore, eminently op- 
portune that Professor Graebner has ventilated the subject from 
a Protestant point of view. The author does not combat the evil 
by denying it, but by a careful analysis and examination and classi- 
fication as to source and kind of occult power involved. 

This book, we feel confident, will prove a boon to all those that 
have been waiting for an authoritative treatment of occultism by 
2 Biblical theologian, and should be widely read, in fact, should be 
on the shelves of every library, particularly public libraries, where 
it will counteract the nefarious influence of propagandistic books 
on the same subject. 

Price, 60 cts., postpaid. 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE, St. Louis, Mo. 








Important Notice. 


Kindly consult the address printed on this copy of your 
WITNESS. The bottom line of the address shows when your _ 
subscription expires. (For instance, “Dec 20” signifies that 
your subscription expires with the last number in December, 
1920.) Ifit expires soon, please send your dollar (25 cts. ad- 
ditional in St. Louis, Canada, and foreign countries) to your 
agent or to us in ample time to insure our uninterrupted | 
service. It requires normally about two weeks before change 
of expiration date will show on address plates. 

Be sure to mention the paper you desire, and your name 
and address, both new and old, if you desire a change in ad- 
dress. No paper can be mailed by us unless paid in advance, 
and if your renewal is not received before expiration, your 
name will automatically drop from our mailing-list. 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE, St. Louis, Mo. 








Change of Addresses. 


Rev. W. J. Andres, Box 200, Macoun, Sask., Can. 
Rev. W. EL. Eifert, 3958 Cornelius Ave., Indianapolis, Ind. 
Rev. E. C. Fackler, 36 Avery Ave., Detroit, Mich. 
Rev. R. H. Jeske, 244 S. Pickering Ave., Whittier, Cal. 
Rev. G. Jurkszat, 3974 W. Broadway St., South Boston, Mass. 
Rev. W. C. Klahold, R.1, Colden, N. Y. 
Rev. L. Luccke, Inlet, Buckingham Sta., Quebec, Can. . 
Rey. K. Rudolph, Sanborn, Iowa. 
Rev. R..G. Runge, R.1, Box 123, Wheat Ridge, Colo. 
Rev. A. IF, Schlobohm, Box 516, Sandstone, Minn. 
Rev. E. Sehmidt, Box 284, Deadwood, S. Dak. 
Rev. J. F. Schulz, Wimbledon, N. Dak. 
Rey. O. Sicker, Dusenberry P]., Bronxville, N. Y. 
Rev. E. Sprengeler, R. 2, Box 10, Green Isle, Minn. ° 
Rev. A. C. Weber, Rolla, Mo. 
Rev. K. Wyneken, R. 10, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
P. G. Elbert, 612 N. La Salle St., Indianapolis, Ind. 
R. J. Mathwich, 115 E. 91st St., New York, N. Y. 
A. Neuenkirch, 106 Bagley St., Saginaw, Mich. 
SS I 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


is an offictal organ of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missourl, Ohio, 
and Other States. It Is ewes blweekly, and ts edited by an Editorial 
Committee consisting of Prof. Th. Graebner and Rey. Martin S. Sommer. 
TERMS OF SUBSORIPTION, $1.00 per ee In St. Louis, by mail or 
carrier, as we 8 &@ and all other fore! 20. 
Payable strictly in advance. EAI Sey eee 
ALL ARTICLES intended for publication in the paper should b d 
“to Rev. M. §. Sommer, 3627 Ohio Ave., St. Tonia, Mo. ane ein 
ALL CHURCH NEWS, Announcements, Acknowledgments, Not! 
Books for Review, should be sent to Prof. Th, Grae ieee. 3018 Tee Be 
St. Louls, Mo. 
NEW epg NES Migs begin at any tima, 
CHANGE OF ADDRE s secured by giving both th 
address, and that one week before the change is desired. aa She: 90 
AN AGENT 1s De aes ae pikes Correspondence Invited. 
ADDRESS ALL BU : TER to Conxcorpia > 
St Loula, Mo. PUBLISHING Housp, 









My Ge! 


re) 


fl 


{+d 
f 







iy /, 7 STAND. 
ICANNOT DO 
VE} | OTHER WISE. 


» ° ———— 
A (a) ve Ey 
a A 4 J * ~ 
LA , 


Published biweekly by Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 


Entered as sevond-class matter, 


December 20, 1911, at the Post Office at St. Louls, Mo., 
Acceptance for malling at speclal rate of postage provided for in section 1103, 






ts FMD WAS/B0Rn Ay, 
70 Ih NTO THE WORLD zwar THIS 


Subscription price, $1.00 per annum, payable strictly In advance. 
under the Act of March 3, 1879 
Act of October 3, 1917, authorized on July 5, 1918. 





ST. LOUIS, MO 


., JANUARY 20, 1920. 


VoL. XXXIX 


No. 2. 








The Christian’s Treasure-Trove. 





Words of Luther for Our Own Day. Translated for the 
“Lutheran Witness’ by the Rev. Prof. Th. Engelder, 
Springfield, Ill. . 


Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal 
life; and they are they which testify of Me.—John 3d, 39. 


. So this is what Christ has to say to the Pharisces: 
You do well to read and study the Scriptures for the pur- 
pose of finding eternal life in them. And I say: Keep 
that up! But I am going to give you a bit of startling in- 
formation on the Bible; I shall teach you the infallible rule 
for the correct understanding of it, and it is this: Acquire 
clear eyes and use them, and so study the Scriptures that you 
find Me in them; Me,I say. He that has so read them that 
he finds Me has mastered the Scriptures, the film has been 
removed from his eyes, and he has indeed found eternal life 
in them. If you do not find Me, you have certainly not 
understood nor studied them correctly; you may read them 
a thousand times and keep turning the leaves, it will be all 
to no purpose. You have grasped the point that one must 
search the Scriptures; but you have not grasped the point 
that they testify of dfe. 

The Pharisees and Jews are » taken al uck and begin to 
rave; it goes against the grain; they repudiate the thought 
that this poor Christ, the pauper who accepted alms (Matt. 
8,20; Luke 8, 3), is indeed the Messiah whose coming was 
foretold by Moses and all the Scriptures, tle promised Prophet 
and Teacher, who is to liberate and deliver Israel. It is too 
ridiculous, they say, to have any man lay this down as the 
first rule for profitable Bible-study, that one must know this 
Jesus for the Christ, and to promise us eternal life as the 
fruit of such study; it is inconceivable and unbelievable. 

But this is exactly what Christ is telling the scribes: 
There is eternal life in the Scriptures; you have the writing 
and the book; but hitherto you have not searched for it 
aright; and so long as you have not found Me, you have 
pursued a wrong course of study. Do you wish to under- 
stand the Scriptures? See to it that you look for Me and 
find Me therein. The Bible tells the story of many a great 
man, such as Adam, Noah, Abraham, and David, but none 
of them, though you find them in the Bible, can give you 
eternal life. I alone, I, who became mam, born of the Virgin 
Mary, and am now standing in your midst and talking to 
you, I am He that give you eternal life. ‘To this end was 


I born and shall suffer and die, that ye might have life in 
Me, if ye believe in Me. 

So the object of Christ’s discourse is to point out the 
principal purpose for w» h God gave the Scriptures. We 
should study and searcl 2m 1m order to learn that He, He, 
Mary's Son, gwes eternal life to all that come to Him by 
faith. So if you would read the Bible properly and profit- 
ably, make it your business to find Christ in it, and you will 
ecrtainly find eternal life. On the other hand, if my study 
of Moses and the prophets does not show me that Christ 
came down from heaven for my salvation, that His birth, 
suffering, death, burial, resurrection, and ascension reconciles 
me to God and gives me forgiveness of my sins, grace, right- 
eousness, and eternal life, my reading will serve no purpose 
whatever in the matter of salvation. It may help me to be- 
come a learned man and preacher; but still it serves no pur- 
pose. For if I do not find nor know this man Christ, I can- 
not find salvation; aye,:I shall find bitter death. For our ; 
dear Lord and God has so ordered it that none other name 
is given among men whereby we must be saved than the 
name Jesus. Acts 4, 12. 

Is the man living who would not now gladly study the 
Scriptures and find this Christ in order to find life eternal? 
We should expect all the world to do it. But, O merciful 
God, we find it far otherwise! — So, then, if a man would 
rightly understand the Scriptures and have eternal life, let 
him seek Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of Mary, in them, and 
let him believe in Him as the true and only Redeemer and 
Savior, who can and does grant eternal life to all that be- 
lieve in Him. (VII, 2178—2182.) 


Dues the Bible Teach Spiritism? 


The New York American recently carried two columns 
of matter on Spiritism in the metropolis. It is stated that 
“the war has given a great impetus to Spiritualism, both 
as a cult and as subject for scientific research.” The he- 
reavements and sufferings of warfare are the cause for the 
increased interest in this subject. “A forceful, unostenta- 
tious campaign is now being waged for converts to the spir- 
itualistic faith in New York. There are eight spiritualistic 
churches in the city, l.zving a regular congregation .of about 
8,000 and an irregular attendance of about 50,000 persons. 
Plans for the opening of additional churches are under way.” 
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— “There has been a gradual increase in the number of pro- 
fessional mediums in the city in the last few months. Their 
séances are conducted quictly, only avowed believers being 
admitted. Their number is estimated at close to 800.” 

What shall we say to this spiritistic movement? It is 
being discussed in some of our magazines, and strong appeals 
are made to the Christian world by such men as Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle, Sir Oliver Lodge, and others. Many testi- 
monies are being published to show what solace and comfort 
people found in Spiritism during the severe trials of the war. 
What shall we say to all this? Does the Bible teach Spir- 
itism? Let us turn to Scripture and ascertain what it has 
to say on the subject. 

We turn to Isaiah. The land of Judah in IJsaiah’s time 
was overrun not only with idolatry, but with the companion 
of idolatry — superstition. This was known in Isaiah’s time 
as consulting “familiar spirits,” which meant consulting the 
dead, in other words, Spiritism. But Isaiah warns the be- 
lievers against such seductions. “And when they shall say 
unto you, Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and 
unto wizards that peep and mutter: should not a people 
seek unto their God? for the living unto the dead?” In 
other words, to the invitation of the unbelievers the faithful 
should reply: Ought not the believers, the children of God, 
consult their God and call upon Him for aid and counsel 
when in trouble? Why should the living consult the dead 
who cannot help? Why disregard God and His promises 
and His power? 

We have a similar situation. The unbelievers of our 
time, like apostate Judah, during the war and now more in- 
sistently than ever, are inviting us to seck solace, comfort, 
and advice in Spiritism. They are waging a forceful cam- 
paign for converts to consult mediums “that peep and 
mutter.” And a great attempt is being made in all these 
discussions on Spiritism to overcome the doubts and scruples 
of Christians in particular. Our present-day necromancers, 
like Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, are loud in claiming that Spir- 
itism “is most certainly destined to revolutionize human 
thought and action as none other has done within the Chris- 
tian era.” “The movement which is destined to bring vital- 
ity to the dead and cold religions has been called ‘Modern 
Spiritualism.’ The ‘modern’ is good, since the thing itself, in 
one form or another, is as old as history and has always, how- 
ever obscured by forms, been the red central glow in the depths 
of all religious ideas, permeating the Bible from end to end.” 

Ts this true? = | 

This much is true that this superstition “is as old as 
history.” It prevailed in Isaiah’s time and long before that. 
But the assertion that the Bible is permeated with it from 
end to end is totally contrary to truth, and the advocates of 
Spiritism would be hard put to prove that contention. 

The fact is that all the prophets and men of God of 
the Old and the apostles and evangelists of the New Testa- 
ment everywhere testified against the consultation of “fa- 
miliar spirits’ in most emphatic terms. The instance of 
Isaiah’s time quoted above is only one of many.  ' 

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, in his lengthy discussion, re- 
eently published in the J/earst’s Magazine, appeals to the 
Bible, and attempts in a vague manner to show that Paul 
taught spiritualistic ideas, taking his own term of “spirit 
body” and Paul’s term “spiritual body” to be identical. But 
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in appealing to Scripture, it will not serve merely to state 
that the Bible teaches so and so. A Christian wants to know 
where, in what words, Scripture teaches Spiritism,. if the ap-. 
peal is honest. That Doyle does not do. But we assume he 
has reference to 1 Cor. 15,44, where Paul writes: “‘I‘here is 
a natural body, and there is a spiritual body.” But if you 
will turn to this place, you will find that Paul devotes the 
whole chapter to the discussion of the certainty of the res- 
urrection of the dead, which doctrine some of the Corinthians 
had denied, and you will in no place discover that Paul 
showed any indications that he was “deeply versed in psychic 
matters” (communion with spirits). The passage indicated 
(v.44) is a sentence in the reply which Paul makes to the 
questions (v.35): “How are the dead raised up, and with 
what body do they come?” He uses the illustration of sow- 
ing a seed of grain into the ground, which “is not quickened 
except it die.” And so, he writes, our “natural body” must 
be buried in the ground and decay that it may come forth 
a “spiritual body.” Our “natural body,” the earthy body 
with all its evil affections, our flesh, which is subject to sin 
and heir to all the consequences of sin, that body must be 
laid in the ground, so that it may come forth again at the 
resurrection of the dead a “spiritual body,” that is, a body 
which is no more encumbered by sin and the ills of this 
world, which “shall be like unto His (Jesus’) glorious body,” 
as Paul writes Phil. 3,21. This new, “spiritual body” will 
be endowed with all the heavenly attributes of righteousness, 
holiness, innocence, and blessedness, which were lost in the 
fall of man. There is not a single hint anywhere, however, 
of the spiritistic notion of a “psychic body,” nor docs Paul 
say that the dead in the mean time, before the great resur- 
rection, shall communicale wilh those here on earth. And 
since on “this view of the question” Doyle bases the justi- 
fication of his claim “that this movement .. . is absolutely 
the most important development in the whole history of the 
human race,” his whole plea already falls to pieces. It is 
nothing but words, words, words, a characteristic found in all 
false teachers and ungodly men whose “mouth speaketh great, 
swelling words,” as Jude emphasizes in his short epistle. 
We revert to the word of Isaiah with which he warned 
the faithful in Judah: “And when they shall say unto you, 
Seek unto them that have familiar spirits, and unto wizards 
that peep and mutter: should not a people seek unto their 
God? for the living unto the dead?” ‘The same old mate- 
rialism and unbelief that was rampant in Isaiah’s time is 
still abroad to-day. And where there is unbelief, there is 
superstition. The danger of becoming ensnared in these 
superstitions which surround the believers in this world is, 
and always will be, present. “To the Law and to the Testi- 
mony: tf they speak not according to this word, it is because 
there is no light in them,” are the words of the prophet im- 
mediately following. ‘To the Law and to the Testimony !” 
That is the call to which Christians at all times will rally. 
Christians believe and trust in that which God has spoken 
and promised in His Word, and they will listen to no other 
voice, no matter whence it comes or how it sounds. In this 
Gospel alone there is hope, comfort, strength, salvation, 
eternal life. And “though we or an angel from heaven,” 
eh oo “preach any other gospel unto you than that 
ave preached unto you, let him be accursed.” 


Brooklyn, N. Y. G. E. HaGeman. 
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The Sure Prophetic Word of God. 





The sure prophetic Word of God 
Revealed to holy men 

At sundry times in ages past, 

Has come to us again. 

It is the Word our Savior spake 
When He was here below, 

The Word restored by Luther’s hand 
Four hundred years ago. 


The sure prophctic Word has come 
To shed its blessed light, 

To drive away the clouds of grief, 
The dark and gloomy night. 

And we do well to heed this Word, 
To keep this treasure pure, 
Because it holds the priceless gems, 
The riches that endure. 


The sure prophetic Word has come 
To shine upon our way: 
A lamp unto our feet at night, 
A light throughout the day. 
This Word alone has power to save, 
To make us truly wise, 
That we may sce the dawn appear, 
The Morning Star arise. 
W. M. CZaMANSKE. 


The Assured Results of Science and 
Dr. Einstein. 
(Letter to Timothy Smith, High School Junior.) 
Dear TIMOTHY, — 

And so your physics teacher has told the class that, 
after all, force and matter are sufficient to explain all exist- 
ing things, and that a creation through the Word of God, as 
described in Genesis, is an outworn idea, disproved by the 
“assured results of science.” 

Now, instead of going into an argument on the subject, 
just let me tell you what I heard during the Christmas holi- 
days at a mecting of the American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science here in St. Louis. But before I tell 
you about it, just take this from me as a rule which you will 
find true, no matter how deeply you may hereafter delve into 
science: It is not science that contradicts the Bible, but the 
scientists. Stated in another way: Not the facts of science, 
not what you find in the test-tubes or see through the micro- 
scope, but certain speculations built upon such data, are out 
of harmony with the Bible. One may be a great scientist and 
remain a Christian. But let me tell what I heard at the 
A. A. A. S. meeting. 

A lecture on the Einstein Theory of Relativity had been 
announced. ‘The lecturer was Dr. Ames, president of the 
Physical Section. Now, do you know what it means when 
a man is president of the Physical Section? It means that 
this man is by common consent recognized as one of the 
foremost physicists, if not the foremost, in the country. Ames 
is professor in Johns Hopkins University, and has been made 
honorary member of the Royal Institut*on. He is— you 
will, of course, not think less of your high school teacher, 
but honor and respect him according to the Fourth Com- 
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mandment, but this man Ames, in his relation to your high 
school professor in physics, maintains somewhat this equation: 
A.: H.S. P.*:: Pike’s Peak: ~ Ant-hill. 

We went to hear the great Dr. Ames and found ourselves 
in a company of university professors from all over the 
country. Dr. Ames spoke about an hour; fine enunciation, 
poor clocution, like most university men. But we followed 
him closely, and I assure you what he said was worth listen- 
ing to. He said Dr. Einstein was professor in Kaiser Wil- 
helm Institute in Berlin when he made his great calculations. 
We were all duly mortified, but the lecturer soon consoled us 
by saying that Dr. Einstein is “not a German, but a Swiss 
Jew.” The first statement which really startled us was that 
“centrifugal force” is a “merely fictitious thing.” But then 
we remembered that our physics teacher in the dim backward 
and abysm of time had told us that “really” there was no 
such force; only a convenient term. But matters soon be- 
came very serious indeed. Dr. Ames made this statement: 
Gravity has no reality; it is but “the result of transforma- 
tion of your axes.” Put a pin there, Tim: Gravity does not 
exist. ‘This looks bad for the theory of physics. Nay, it 
knocks the bottom clean out of it. Next came this, uttered 
in a quiet voice: “Einstein proved that energy has mass.” 
IXvery university man present knew that this statement, if 
true, completely shatters, annihilates, and blows into in- 
finitesimal atoms the whole theory underlying present science. 
They gasped audibly. You may not fully understand the 
full import of those six words, but let me say that, if they 
are true, if energy has mass, no more startling reversal of 
all that we held to be true regarding the ultimates of science 
has come to mankind in all history. Finally, Dr. Ames said: 
“We note, in conclusion, that a number of old friends have 
disappeared. There ts no force, no potential energy, no ether. 
I*orce, — we need the term, but it stands for no reality. Po- 
tential energy, — nonsense. Ether disappears; you may still 
use the term in your classrooms, but it stands for nothing.” 
(I have quoted the lecturer literally.) Consider what this 
means. 1) “Force” is the basic concept of physics. When we 
observe that a body moves, we call the cause of such motion, 
force. Now, according to Einstein, force does not exist. 
2) Iivery text on physics says that energy may exist as a 
stored-up condition; the stone lying on a shelf has potential 
energy; if it falls, it exerts kinetic force; but that force was 
“potential” while the stone was at rest on the shelf. ‘“Non- 
sense,” says Dr. Ames; “there is no such thing.” 3) “Ether,” 
of course, has never been seen; but all physicists have these 
many years maintained that it is a necessary assumption; 
light vibrates, as it comes to us through space; since there 
must be a medium of vibration, we call that medium ether.* 
Fairbairn says in his Organic Evolution: “Science regards 
the existence of ether as certain—as a matter no longer to 
be called in question.” And so we all said, until last Christ- 
mas vacation. Now we know there is no ether of space. 

I might tell you much more. The fourth dimension 
figured prominently. Fifteen years ago, the man who specu- 
lated in the fourth dimension was an object of compassion 
to his friends; they would shake their heads and say, “Too 
bad for Jack, getting those bats in his belfry.” Now we hear 


* Nas nothing to do, as you know, with the ether of the operating- 
room. 
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a great scientist discuss the fourth dimension as familiarly 
as if he had trained it to eat out of his hand. 

But the point is this: The theories which your high-school 
professor still believes in, and on the basis of which he tells 
you that all things came into being simply “through force 
acting on matter according to certain laws,” are completely 
demolished by Einstein. Force —there is no force! And 
the laws of nature have never been understood. 

But this is only half my story. On my way home on 
the street-car I bought a paper. Through some fourth- 
dimensional activity of a reporter it already contained a re- 
port on another lecture which had been delivered that same 
afternoon in the same building in which we had our gravity, 
ether, etc., removed from our system. And what do you 
suppose this lecturer announced? A new theory of the uni- 
verse which “completely disproves the Einstein theory’!!! 
He has “been able to determine the exact nature of the 
ether,” and furthermore, he has almost perfected a machine 
by means of which force is extracted directly from the air, 
so that a cheap apparatus will heat our houses without the 
use of fuel, and cool the ice-box without the use of ice. No, 
this is not a report of observations in the psychopathic clinic 
or padded cell; it was a lecture delivered before the Section 
on Mathematics of the A. A. A. S. by Dr. H. H. Platt of 
Philadelphia. 

As between Dr. Ames and Dr. Platt, we may well permit 
the members of our high-school] faculties to settle the matter 
between themselves. One of the university professors, on 
leaving the hall, said to me, with some feeling: “I shall con- 
tinue to teach my class that light undulates through ether, 
won’t you?” He may, but he will have an uncomfortable 
feeling that he may be teaching his class “unrealities,” “non- 
sense.” 

Well might Dr. Ames say that the first approach to 
understanding the Einstein system is “like discovering a new 
continent.” He added that there may be truth in the state- 
ment that only ten men in the world are able to follow Fin- 
stein’s mathematical demonstration; “but by spending a few 
hours a day at the matter, I hope, by and by, to be the eleventh 
or twelfth man.” The point is not what I think of the lec- 
ture, — which was magnificent, for all its poor delivery; or 
of the Einstein theory,— which brings such changes into 
scientific thought that it requires the utmost stretch of the 
imagination to conceive of them; the point is, — where are 
now the “assured results of science” on the basis of which 
your professor asserts that the story in the first chapter of 
the Bible is not true? ‘That assurance has gone glimmering 
together with faith in ether and potential energy.f Q.Z. D. 

Continue to study science, Timothy. Physics is a 
wonderful subject. Understand that I have been careful to 
say that the theory of physics has (very probably) fallen. 
Science, experimental science, has achieved great things, and 
will achieve greater if the world stands. But do not permit 
men to raise doubts in your mind concerning the Bible by 
urging the ¢heortes of science; these, it seems to me, have 
received a mortal wound. Give your attention to science; 
but remember “we also have a more sure word of prophecy: 
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that 
shineth in a dark place.” 2 Pet. 1,19. G. 

Dr. Ames said repeatedly that Einstein’s conclusions were 


T 
“not theory,” but statements of demonstrable facts, mathematically 
arrived at and proved by observation! 
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Organic Union of-All Churches a Dead Issue. 


The efforts of the Presbyterian and Episcopal churches 
to bring about organic union of all the churches has utterly 
failed to materialize, and has now been turned down by all 
the larger denominations. he Lutheran Church never at 
any time considered the movement as anything else than an 
evidence of indifference to positive religious convictions, and 
the whole plan founded on a wrong conception of the Church 
as an outward visible organization, a human machine, instead 
of the kingdom of God built by the work of the Holy Spirit 
operating through the preaching of the Word and the ad- 
ministration of the divine Sacraments. The Episcopalians 
always insist on the “apostolic succession,” and would not 
unite with any organization which would not accept this 
theory and have all their pastors reordained according to 
Episcopalian practises. A part of the Congregational Church 
had conceded this. Three of the Episcopalian bishops went 
to Europe to call on the Pope and the head of the Greek 
Catholic Church. ‘These two organizations acknowledge the 
“historic episcopate,” and in so far agree with the Episco- 
palians, but would have nothing to do with the union. The 
only plan on which the Roman Catholic Church would unite 
with any other is that the other come back as a prodigal to 
the “only true Church.” The Baptists at their convention 
declined with “hilarious volubility” to join the union, and 
the Methodists are too busy with their centenary celebration 
and their own plans to pay any attention to the union propo- 
sition. We have the one, universal, invisible Church, and a 
visible united Church we have no reason to expect before 
Christ comes in the clouds of heaven and a new heaven and 
earth appear. 

The above is a quotation from the Lutheran Church 
Herald. The Presbyterian comments upon the passing of 
the church-union scheme as follows: — 

“Only those who have become neutral in conviction, and 
who magnify form and movement, and think of the Church 
only as a great human machine to work out the designs of 
human promoters, can longer pursue this object of general 
organic union. ‘The Lutherans have no desire to give up 
their individuality for general indefiniteness. With the Con- 
gregationalists reacting from the ‘historic episcopate’; the . 
Kipiscopalians insisting upon it as a part of the basis for 
union; with the Baptists, by ‘hilarious volubility,’ declining 
any part in union; with many other denominations passing 
it by, and the interest of the great Methodist Church diverted 
to other channels, it might be well for the Presbyterian Church 
to now cease thinking on ‘Church Cooperation and Union,’ 
and give herself to building up that part of the wall of the 
kingdom ‘over against her own house.’ Intensification of con- 
viction, rather than insipid broadening, is the demand of the 
present era.” 





Kansas District Convention. . 


The Kansas District of our Synod held its sessions Oc- 
tober 8 to 14, 1919, near Bremen, Kans., in the church of 
Rev. QO. Mencke. Members of Rev. 0. Mencke’s, Rev. J. Kaut- 
feld’s, and Rev. H. F. C. Ch. Grupe’s congregations royally 
entertained the 242 visitors. 

Vice-President J. W. Miller preached the opening ser- 
mon on John 9,4. The President of the District, the Rev. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. 


Th. H. Juengel, followed a similar train of thought in his 
address on 1 Cor. 3,9. ‘The Rev. F. A. Mehl was appointed 
by Synod to deliver a memorial address in honor of the 
brethren that were called to their Home since the last ses- 
sions: the Revs. A. F. Merkel, C. H. Lucker, H. J. Mueller, 
IF. W. Pennekamp, A. C. Frank, and J. Reininga, and Teacher 
A. Rottmann. The Rev. P. Stolp led in the doctrinal dis- 
cussions in an essay on “The Natural Knowledge of God.” 

In his communications to our District Vice-President 
J. W. Miller called attention to the phenomenal growth of 
our Synod and the resulting increased duties and obligations. 
He pointed out our great opportunities for doing the Lord’s 
work both now and especially in the future. He dwelt upon 
the necessity of improving and extending the courses in our 
colleges. 

The Kansas District has always been a District with 
extended missions, and hence much time and attention was 
given to the report of the Mission Board. Progress was re- 
ported from all quarters, and enthusiasm in the Lord’s work 
was evident everywhere. Because of the high cost of living 
a raise in salary was given to all the missionaries. 

The parochial school and Christian training among the 
young likewise received much attention, and congregations 
were encouraged to save their schools, their Christian schools, 
even though the German language be lost, or has been lost. 


A very important action was taken when Synod voted 
to divide the District into three parts: Colorado, Kansas and 
New Mexico, Oklahoma. ; 

The Rev. C. F. Lehenbauer was elected President; the 
Rey. F. A. Mehl, First Vice-President; the Rev. P. D. 
Mueller, Second Vice-President; Prof. J. W. Werling, Sec- 
retary; and Mr. H. F. Oelschlager, Treasurer. 

A rousing vote of thanks was given the three congrega- 
tions for their hospitality and the many kindnesses shown 
the visiting delegates. 

“But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto His 
eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that we have suffered 
a while, make us perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle us. To 
Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 1 Pet. 
5,10. 11. H. STOEPPELWERTH. 








Editorial. 


Church-Work — North, East, South, West. 


The Christian Church is the Church for all mankind, 
everywhere, and under all conditions. The truth which God 
has revealed to us in the Bible is like the water which He 
has given us to drink. It is for all men everywhere and for 
all times. 

During the war, and even after the war, many spoke of 
the religion of the soldier as if it were peculiar to the soldier. 
Apart from this many speak as if every class of men demands 
a separate religion. They speak of the religion for the 
laboring classes and of the religion for the educated classes. 
Several times we have heard men who thought they were 
very wise declare that people in the South necessarily enter- 
tained religious views entirely at variance with those held 
by the inhabitants of the North. We have heard and read 
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of the great difference between pastors and laymen in the 
Kast and in the West. We have heard and read of all this, 
but we have never seen it, we have never noticed it. It is 
true that age, custom, surroundings, education, occupation, 
and many other circumstances dull or sharpen certain temp- 
tations, favor or disfavor certain vices or certain virtues; 
but the Law and Gospel of God remain the same for all 
classes and for all conditions of men. As_between man and 
man, it is the law of Christian love. We apply that law to 
children, and bid them be obedient to their parents; we 
apply that law to parents, and bid them bring up their chil- 
dren in the nurture and admonition of the Lord; we apply 
that law to the workingman, and demand of him that he 
labor for his employer “heartily, as unto the Lord,” and “not 
with eye-service as men-pleasers”; we apply that law to the 
employer, and tell him that he is to “forbear threatening,” 
and to remember that he has an all-powerful Lord above him. 
Notice how John the Baptist applied this law of Christian 
love to the different persons who came to him for direction. 
(Luke 3, 10—14.) And for all sinners John had one Gospel: 
“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world.” 

It is crude and superficial to judge of men by the locality 
in which they live or labor. A Pharisee, aye, indeed a Phari- 
see, became the very chief of the apostles. And one of the 
apostles, indeed, an officer among the apostles, turned out 
ito be a devil. Did not the ‘Savior Himself foretell that many 
shall come from the East and West, and shall sit down with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven? Did 
not the Savior declare that the last shall be first and the first 
last? Did not the Savior say of the Centurion of Capernaum, 
who was brought up amid heathen surroundings, that he had 
greater faith than St. Peter or Mary? Did not Nathanael 
when he said, “Can there any good thing come out of Naz- 
areth?” forget the promise of God? — The Lord Jesus, in- 
deed, impressed upon the Samaritan woman that salvation is 
of the Jews; but He also explained to her that God is a 
spirit, and that God’s true temple is in the spirit of man, 
and that they who worship Him must worship Him in spirit 
and in truth. Whether they worship Him in the mountain 
or at Jerusalem has absolutely nothing to do with the sin- 
cerity or the acceptableness of their worship. In our Synod 
we have had men who lived and labored in the East as faith- 
ful Christians or as able pastors or teachers. They moved 
West, and did as good work there as they had done in the 
East. The same can be said of many who have moved from 
the West to the East, from the South to the North, and from 
the North to the South. The Gospel is the power of God 
unto salvation in every climate, and everywhere among all 
men God calls His people, not to uncleanliness, but unto 
holiness. One has said that comparisons are odious. They 
are odious only when colored by prejudice, selfishness, or 
malice. St. Paul compares himself with Apollo, and the com- 
parison was not odious. John the Baptist compared himself 
with the Lord Jesus Himself, and that comparison is highly 
edifying even unto this-day. 

It is among us to-day as it was among the apostles. 
There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. We all, 
in the East, South, West, and North, face our own peculiar 
difficulties; but for every one the very same faith is the 
victory that overcometh the world. S. 


Congratulations. — Our elder sister, Der Lutheraner, 
has just come out in a special jubilee number. It is the first 
issue of the seventy-sixth volume of this paper. The truly 
remarkable history of our German synodical organ is told in 
a number of fine contributed and editorial articles, which 
alone make this issue one of great historical value. “A giant 
of youthful strength” is what Prof. Schaller in a contributed 
poem calls Der Lutheraner. An optimistic tone, joyous in 
the recollection of divine benefits conferred in the past, and 
the assurance of divine favors for the future, pervades the 
entire issue. The WITNEss salutes her great companion in 
arms, and wishes her many decades of continued usefulness. 

THE ISpITORIAL CoMMITTEE. 

A Prophecy that Failed. — Years ago it was said that 
the Missouri Synod would only retain the character which 
—we would say, under God—the work of Walther, his 
colaborers, and successors have impressed upon it, so long as 
it remained German. It was said that as English began to 
preponderate, its confessional stand would be altered. We 
-believe that the transition has progressed so far that it is 
possible to say whether this prediction has come true. What 
are the facts? Let us pick out one, a most salient one: 
How about the tenor and tendency of our religious press: 
We have two synodical organs, Der Lutheraner and LUTHERAN 
Witness. You who read both know that the same emphasis 
on purity of doctrine and consistent Lutheran practise is 
found in both. Their judgments on movements in the 
Churches about us always agree. As a matter of fact, viewed 
from this aspect, our Synod has only one church-paper which 
comes, one week, in German, and the next, in English. The 
fact that the responsibility for the doctrinal stand of both 
papers is vested in the same board of censors is, of course, 
to be considered; but when we add that from all the hun- 
dreds of contributors who have served the LuTHeran WItT- 
NESS in the past, to speak only of the last six years, not one 
article was ever received which departed from the Lutheran 
Confessions, we have certain proof of the unity which has 
been preserved despite the gradual shifting towards English. 
The argument is strengthened by the fact that in all the 
parish-papers that have come to our desks,— we read them 
when they come, — there is the same unity of profession and 
belief whether they be printed in Iinglish or German. And 
shall we not advert, in this connection, to the fact that it 
was the English District of our Synod that has lately caused 
a paper on the lodge to be read, and to be printed in full 
in its Report? 

In all other Lutheran bodies we find that the English 
church-paper has imbibed more or less of the spirit of the 


times. There is not that old-fashioned emphasis on doctrine 
which is still found in their foreign-language press. We 
The 


might begin to quote, but comparisons “are odious.” 
fact cannot be denied. Those who read the Lutheran papers 
of other bodies will unhesitatingly admit that our statement 
is true. 

How long will the adherence of our Synod to sound 
Lutheran teaching and practise, despite change of language, 
endure? So long as God gives our pulpit grace to bear clear, 
consistent, and absolutely fearless testimony against error and 
against a false spirit of union. Of this we are inwardly 
convineed because we know that the Gospel is not bound to 
any certain language, — our synodical reports stress this 
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truth from the very beginnings of our Synod, — and because 
the Truth, being God’s Truth, must prevail over error just 
as surely as the darkness flees before the new-born day. 
Whether Lutheranism shall prevail in our Synod, be it Ger- 
man or English, depends upon the preaching heard from our 
pulpits. If that decays, our days as a truly Lutheran body 
are indeed counted. If our preaching continues to maintain 
its true Lutheran accent, neither Rome, nor lodgery, nor 
sectarian fanaticism, neither Evolutionism, nor Spiritism, nor 
proud philosophy, neither mobs nora hostile press, nor any 
other agency of Satan can prevail against us. On the pulpit 
is laid the tremendous responsibility whether these forces 
shall prevail, or whether their efforts shall come to naught. 
G. 

Providence, and a Good Lookout. — The constitution- 
ality of the State law which prohibits the use of foreign lan- 
guages in all public, private, parochial, and denominational 
schools in Nebraska was upheld by the State Supreme Court 
December 26, 1919. As we said a year ago, our Nebraska 
people by no means intend to give up their schools because 
they are no longer permitted to teach religion through the 
medium of German. They know that the school exists not 
for the sake of any language. And what we wrote last year 
about Un-American Legislation stands, despite this decision. 

We have adverted to the news that in the same State of 
Nebraska efforts are being made to eliminate all parochial 
schools by constitutional amendment. Let no one say that 
“this, of course, is foolishness; no one can deprive our people 
of that right.”. In western Canada they have lost their 
schools. Closed by the authorities. And the Catholic schools 
are permitted to exist. In South Australia all our schools 
were closed January, 1917. They are closed to-day. And 
the Catholic schools are permitted to exist. Canada and 
Australia have a free, democratic, Anglo-Saxon form of gov- 
ernment, like we. 

Now comes the news that in another State the educa- 
tional department is working towards the end of closing all 
parochial schools. The details will come out in due time. 

The Menace office in Aurora, Mo., was gutted by fire a 
few weeks after that paper was made the organ of the new 
anti-parochial school lodge, the I.O0.B. But the order is 
organizing local lodges everywhere. One of the last issues of 
the Jfenace contained this statement about the parochial 
school: “The incongruity of the parochial school with the 
welfare of our country has become apparent. ‘The parochial 
schools of any sect are un-American and unnecessary.” The 


suggestion is made that our laws be amended to read that all 


who send their children to parochial schools “be disfran- 
chised” (lose their right to vote)! Note well, this is made 
to apply not only to Roman Catholic schools. No, all paro- 
chial schools are un-American. Foolish, absurd? Yes, but 
if you want your schools to exist, do not lay the flattering 
unction to;your soul that “Foolish! Crazy! Absurd!” is 
going to save them. Unless we educate the American public 
to know why we have our schools, we shall lose them, and we 
shall deserve to lose them. | 

I find in Captain Cook’s Voyages the following sentence 
in a description of the preservation of Cook’s ship in a most 
perilous situation arhong icebergs: “They owed the safety: of 
their vessel to the interposition of Providence, a good Jook- 
out, and the very brisk manner in which the ship was man- 
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Providence first. We must place all our hope in 
But brisk management and a good lookout are 
Upon you. 

G. 

“Deeds, Not Creeds.” — That is one article of the plat- 
form which was recently endorsed by the Sioux City (S. Dak.) 
Ministerial Association. 

How a little rhyming nonsense will sct some heads 
awhirl! There is as much sense in that slogan, “Deeds, 
Not Creeds,” as there is in “Fruits, Not Roots.” 

These people who sneer at creeds would make the im- 
pression that the orthodox Churches are satisfied with a cor- 
rect creed printed out on paper, or a mere correct, oral repe- 
tition of certain religious formula. When they speak thus, 
they simply reveal themselves to be the emissaries of him 
who is a liar and the father of lics. For it is one part, an 
intrinsic and essential part, of revealed truth, that God is 
a Spirit, and that they who worship Him must worship Him 
in spirit and in truth. It is an essential and fundamental 
part of the teaching of all those who insist upon purity of 
doctrine that it is not sufficient to simply confess with the 
lips only that Jesus is the Lord, but that hearing the voice 
of the Good Shepherd and following Him are necessary 
characteristics of every true member of the Church of Jesus 
Christ, whereas those persons who prate so much about their 
“deeds, not creeds,” are the very ones who labor to find creeds 
by which they may shirk deeds. We would ask them:: Are 
deeds to be done without ever asking whether they are good 
or evil deeds? S. 

More Power to Our Synodical Organ.— A Dctroit 
brother writes us that he has supplied the religious editor of 
the Detroit News with a subscription to the LUTHERAN WIT- 
nEss. The editor proves that he has a sense for news quality 
in what he reads by reprinting in full a recent article from 
our paper on Spiritism. 

This is a new means of bringing the voice of our Church 
to bear upon the thought of the day. Might it not be well 
to supply all the greater dailies of our cities with a free copy 
of the Lurnrran WITNESS? G. 

Few Large Gifts to the Church. — While it is true that 
occasionally a large sum is given by one single person to a 
church or for some particular church purpose, yet when we 
compare these gifts with the bequests and donations which 
are given for scientific, educational, and mere humanitarian 
purposes, we find that the bencfactions for church purposes 
are mere crumbs. Consider the huge sums given by such 
men as Johns Hopkins, Carnegie, Rockefeller, Vanderbilt, 
Stanford, Girard, and others for educational, hospital, and 
medical purposes, — how insignificant beside these princely 
gifts are the sums which are given for spiritual purposes! 
Tt is natural to look for a reason. Why provide a banquet 
for the novel-reader, and give a few crumbs only that the 
Gospel-table may be furnished? Why lavish wealth to 
strengthen the body and to polish the intellect, and give but 
a pittance that the soul and character of man may be sound, 
blessed, and safe? : 

We believe that we know of one reason for all this, and 
we will give it in question form: Does the man who spends 
hundreds of dollars for the care of his body and is satisfied 
to give nothing, or perhaps a little loose change, for the 
kingdom of God, does he actually believe what Jesus meant 


aged.” 
Providence. 
the share which Providence imposes upon us. 
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to impress upon us when Fe said: “What is a man profited 
if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?” 
Ifas such a man learned this very ABC of religion? 

It is true here also that actions speak louder than words. 
These men may have a good word now and then for the 
“Founder of the Christian Church,” they may speak more or 
less respectfully of the Church and its activities, but their 
actions are telltale symptoms. In most cases an examination 
of the life of these men and the processes by which they 
accumulated what they have will show that whatever their 
lips may have spoken, their hearts laughed at the valuation 
which Jesus placed upon a human soul, and the division and 
distribution which they make of their wealth tells exactly the 
same story. 

Let us beware lest any of us become tainted with this 
detestable slavery to mammon, and thus stand condemned 
as people who “mind earthly things.” May the repulsive 
example of many move us rather to examine ourselves, and 
to make sure that we do not only call Jesus “Lord, Lord,” 
but that we have learned and accepted the estimate which 
T[e places upon the soul. Let us think and dwell upon the 
truth which Jesus enunciated: ‘God so loved the world 
that He gave His only-begolten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” Re- 
member, we are not told that God so loved the world that 
He gave them a hospital where diseases may be cured, or 
a university where learned investigations may be conducted, 
but “God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten 
Son” for the purpose of generating fatth in the soul of man, 
and through this faith to save every one that believeth from 
all ills forever. Let us make sure that each of us give our 
best and largest gifts to this spirifual business of our heavenly 
Father. S. 

Fighty-one per Cent.— The prices of all commodities 
of life have increased 81 per cent. since 1914. These are 
Government statistics, and all readers will admit that they 
are too low rather than too high. 

I conversed with two pastors after a committee meeting 
recently. A Scripture-text was referred to, and as the exact 
wording was in doubt, the writer said: “It might be well 
to look it up in the Concordance when you get home.” Now, 
a concordance is a work of reference which a minister needs 
as much as a carpenter needs a saw or chisel. Neither of 
these ministers had one. “Do you suppose we have ever had 
enough salary to buy Young’s Concordance?” Then the story 
came out. Salary increase since 1914, 15 per cent. These 
men, together with their families, are suffering actual want. 
They have not the necessities of life. No, they were not 
suffering actual hunger; but there is a difference between 
consuming eatables and receiving wholesome, nourishing, sus- . 
taining food. And God have pity upon the congregation 
which says, “Well, the minister is not starving, is he?” 

And God have pity upon the congregation that in these 
days, when the dollar has depreciated until its value is equal 
to a quarter in 1914, does not raise her minister’s salary in 
proportion. Jct it be said curtly, plainly, definitely, that 
God will cast away our Synod if our people will not pay their 
servants a living wage. Even now we fear there are many 
congregations who deserve that God sweep the Sacrament 
from their altar and the Gospel from their pulpit, and ap- 
portion them a share with the ungodly rich that are weighted 
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down into hell with their bags of coined gold and silver 
around their necks. 

Concerning His ungrateful people in Isaiah’s time God 
said: “I will take away the hedge from My vineyard, and it 
shall be caten up; and break down the wall thereof, and it 
shall be trodden down. ... Hell hath enlarged itself, and 
opened her mouth without measure; and their glory, and 
their multitude, and their pomp shall descend into it.” 

Fine viands on the table, floor-lamps in the parlor, closed 
cars in the garage, wherever we look into the town, city, and 
country congregations, while the minister and teacher, — 
“Well, they don’t starve, do they?” Such conditions are in- 
tolerable. Our faithful ministers and teachers tolerate, suffer, 
endure, but God will not endure it. His spiritual judgments, 
more dreadful than war, pestilence, and fire, must come upon 
a Church that so shamefully entreats Christ in His ambas- 
sadors as does our Synod in many of her congregations. 

We do not say that this condition is general in our 
Synod. But it is sufficiently prevalent to justify the fear 
that in view of the ingrowing souls, the insatiate greed, the 
flinty-hearted miserliness, the Mammon-worship and belly- 
service of so many of our people, God cannot long delay His 
judgments upon our Church. 
forms of worship it will be possible to hide the stench that 
rises to heaven from these conditions! A Christian who 
causes his pastor and teacher to cry to God in anguish be- 
cause he is unable to provide for his loved ones the necessities 
of life, has not yet learned the first letter of the lesson which 
God would teach the world through the Great War. G. 


Rome, Bible, and Dance.—The Roman Catholic Church 
opposes and denounces Bible-societies. Popes have called 
these societies that distribute the Word of God “pests” and 
“nestilences,” and have frequently warned their people against 
them. Roman Catholics defend this hostility to the distribu- 
tion of God*s holy Word by saying that there are many things 
in the Bible (e. g., the sins of the saints) which might scan- 
dalize inexperienced Christians. It would seem that they 
are very careful about what they distribute among young and 
inexperienced persons, would it not? Here is some of the 
material which they distribute. On the obverse side of a 
card given out at a Roman Catholic church we read: “An- 
nouncement. Everybody jazz at the second informal dance 
given by the Holy Name Club of St. Leo’s Parish.” On the 
reverse of this card are the following stanzas: — 


Poor Little Butterfly Is a Fly-Girl Now. 


Poor little butterfly has learned to roll her eye, 

And when she shimmiecs, she’s as cute as can be. 

Say, when this baby shakes, 

She’s got just what it takes 

To keep her sailor boy from going out to sea. 

She knew the “Ballin’ Jack” 

Was bound to bring him back; 

She learned to do an Oriental dance, and how? 
Wow, wow! 

You ought to see, you ought to see, 

The way she shakes her Japan knee. 

Poor little butterfly is a fly-girl now. 


Give Me the Sultan’s Harem. 


Give me the harem, the old Sultan’s harem, 
That’s the only thing I crave. 

The Sultan’s too old, for he’s past eighty-three, 
And his thousand wives need a fellow like me... 


Think not that by outward - 
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We shall forbear quoting the rest. 

These verses are distributed by the Roman Catholic 
“Holy Name Club.” If one of the members of that club 
were caught reading the Bible without the special permission 
of his priest and without the perverting comments of a 
Romanist, he would be persecuted. 

Is it so difficult, after all, to see what Rome stands for? 

S. 

After a Christian Scientist. — Dr. R. A. Torrey of the 
Moody Bible Institute of Chicago usually hits out straight 
and hard in his dealing with people who are given to twisting 
the fundamental doctrines of the Bible. Here is a sample 
on the Atonement taken from his book The Fundamental 
Doctrines of the Christian Faith: — 

“Paul tells us that the devil camouflages as an angel 
of light (2 Cor. 11,14), but never has he done it more suc- 
cessfully and dangerously than in the teaching regarding the 
atonement, which he has inspired in Mrs. Eddy and in 
Unitarian teachers, and also in the teachers in many sup- 
posedly orthodox pulpits, in many Congregational pulpits, in 
some Methodist pulpits, in many Baptist pulpits, and even 
in some Presbyterian pulpits. Some years ago, in teaching 
a Bible class in Minneapolis, attended by teachers from all 
the churches, I remarked incidentally that Christian Science 
denied the doctrine of the atonement through the shed blood 
of Jesus Christ. A very intelligent lady, a lady perfect in 
her manners, came to me at the close of the class and said, 
‘Mr. Torrey, you ought not to have said what you said to-day 
about Christian Science; for you do not understand its 
teachings. They do teach the atonement.’ I replied, ‘I said 
that Christian Science denies the doctrine of the atonement 
through the shed blood of Christ. Do you believe that Jesus 
Christ bore your sins in His own body on the cross?’ She 
answered, ‘IJ think Christian Science is a beautiful system 
of teaching.’ I said, ‘That is not what I asked you. Do ° 
you believe that Jesus Christ bore your sins in His own 
body on the cross?’ She replied, ‘Christian Science has done 
me a great deal of good.’ “That is not what I asked you. 
Do you believe that Jesus Christ bore your sins in His own 
body on the cross? ‘I think that Jesus Christ’s life was the 
most beautiful life ever lived here upon earth.’ ‘That is not 
what I asked you. Do you believe that Jesus Christ bore 
your sins in His own body on the cross?? “The Christian 
Scientists are lovely people.” “That is not what I asked you. 
Do you believe that Jesus Christ bore your sins in His own 
body on the cross?’ ‘I believe in following the Lord Jesus 
Christ.’ ‘Do you believe that Jesus Christ bore your sins in 
His own body on the cross?’ ‘Oh,’ she said, ‘that is a doc- 
trinal question.” ‘Now,’ I said, ‘you are yourself an illus- 
tration of the truth of the very thing I said. You do not 
believe in the atonement through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ.’ 

“The Christian Scientist uses the word ‘atonement,’ but 
he means something entirely different from what the Bible 
teaches regarding the atoning death of Jesus Christ. So 
does the Unitarian. So do many of the ministers of sup- 
posedly orthodox denominations.” — Lutheran Standard. 

The ultimate depth in profiteering is reached by certain 
exporting firms which are now advertising their services in 
the foreign-language press and congesting our mail with their 
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circulars. Luther said that the profiteer who takes advantage 
of some emergency or makes use of some scarcity in order 
to enrich himself, ought to be banished from his country as 
one who has forfeited the right to be treated as a human 
being. We believe that even Luther’s vocabulary would be- 
come exhausted if he could observe some of the tactics em- 
ployed by the new brood of profiteers which call upon those 
having relatives and friends in Germany, Poland, and Austria 
to commission them with the sending of foodstuffs to Isurope. 
They advertise certain packages of food, containing a few 
pounds of coffee or tea, a five- or ten-pound sack of rice, 
a handful of raisins, and a pound of sugar, all ready for 
shipment; all you have to do is send the money, they will 
do the packing, insuring, and attend to the shipment. The 
prices charged for such food-lots range from $10 to $50 and 
higher, and leave a margin of profit to the shipping firm 
which cannot be far from 150 per cent. in some instances. 
Such profiteering is particularly odious. These exporters rob 
the purchaser of his money and hog two pounds of foodstuffs 
out of every three which the European sufferers would receive 
if the money of their American friends were expended with 
only a fair profit, instead of an excessive one, for the middle- 
man or shipper. The distress in Jurope and the sympathy 
of American Christians are worked upon, both ends being 
worked against the middle, for the enrichment of the profiteer. 
Not all brokers and middlemen engaged in this business 
belong into this class. Some are satisfied with a fair margin 
of profit. But the purchaser must keep his eyes open, must 
be unswayed by the eloquence of the advertisements and 
circulars, and figure out for himself whether he is wisely 
expending his money. Our people will do well to make 
their shipments through our Board for European Relief, 
which is making remittances and shipments at cost price. 
The New York office of our Board is 234 East 62d St., 
New York City. Address Rey. O. H. Restin, Manager. G. 


Outlook and Review. 


Correspondence. 
THE CHURCH FORUM. 


The term “church forum” has become a familiar one now- 
adays. We all know in a vague way that the old soap-bubble 
of social service has long since burst, and that men no longer 
preach Josiah Strong, Washington Gladden, George Albert Coe, 
and Wilbur F. Crafts from the pulpit. John Barleycorn has 
been laid to rest, and very few sermons are preached now on 
the “rum traffic.” These days we hear more about the open 
forum than about anything else. From what we can learn, an 
open forum seems to be a service that begins *with a religious 
service and ends with a discussion of political or industrial 
problems, or both. This discussion is often led by a man who 
is brought in for the evening, a mine operator, a miner, a striker, 
a shop-owner, a newspaper editor, or a professor of political 
science. The speaker presents his topic, after which any person 
present is free to ask questions or make comments. No two 
forums are exactly alike. Some have more religion than politics 
and economics, others the contrary. Jor this reason a definition 
that applies to one might not fit another. 

Cleveland has various kinds of open forums. Among them, 
the North Church Forum receives probably the most notice in 
the daily press. Here is a sample program, or service, or what- 
ever the name may be. Mrs. Monica Ewer, a member of the 
Independent Labor Party of Great Britain, was the speaker of 
the evening. According to press reports, she “rapidly sketched 
what she said were the aims of British organized labor.” A con- 
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densed report of her address follows, as well as cight or ten of 
the questions asked and answered. ere are some of the 
questions: “Will British labor ever try to set up the Soviet 
system?” “Flow will the British government pay for the mines 
if they nationalize them?” “Could the British government use 
injunctions or troops to prevent strikes?” “What do you think 
of the Labor Party in America?” Mrs. Ewer’s answers to these 
questions are also given. 

Now we have heard people say that we Lutherans ought to 
be up to the times, and have church forums. It is well and 
good to be enlightened on all timely subjects, such as politics, 
economics, industrial problems, etc. Every good citizen should 
know both sides of the various questions that engage the minds 
of men these days. But the writer, for one, believes that we are 
hardly ready to substitute these things for the preaching of the 
Gospel. Let our laymen mect during the week, and debate such 
questions, inquiring carefully into the moral issues at stake. 
But let them remember that the preaching of the cross of Cal- 
vary has directed many a sinner to heaven, and we have yet to 
hear of a single instance wherein a sinner has been brought 
to glory through an informal discussion of the Plumb plan, the 
Irish question, the longshoremen’s strike, or a sliding scale wage 
for boiler-makers. These issues should never be allowed to 
crowd out the Gospel. 

Cleveland, O. F. R. WEBBER. 


CHRISTMAS AT OUR INDIAN MISSION. 


First came a box of candy and nuts from near Mayville, 
Wis.; then a box of toys and knickknacks from Detroit, Mich.; 
then a ten-dollar bill from one at Clintonville, Wis., who suid: 
“This shall be used to furnish a Christmas-treat for the chil- 
dren”; and finally six dollars from N. N., San Bernardino, Cal., 
which we might use to help make a merry Christmas for the 
children or add to the Building Fund as we saw fit. (We de- 
cided to add this to the Building Fund because we need the new 
building so very, very, very much. Dear friends, do not forget 
to send contributions to this fund.) Finally, on the second day 
of Christmas, came a gift of three dollars from a friend at 
Story City, Iowa. 

The ten dollars provided the children with so much oyster- 
stew for their Christmas Eve supper that most of them looked 
like newly hatched birds; yet they did not refuse the orange 
that could also be offered them because of the liberal gift of 
their Clintonville friend. 

When the tables were cleared and the dishes washed and 
put away, games were played and enjoyed for an hour. Then 
from the box of candy and nuts each got his little bagful. The 
Detroit box was made to furnish a present for each. The best 
presents were given to the pupils who had the best record of 
attendance at school. : 

On Christmas Day the regular services and the Christmas- 
tree program were merged. The combined preaching-service and 
children’s program lasted from 10.30 to 12.30. Day light was 
excluded from the church, so that none of the effects of the 
lighted candles on the Christmas-tree were lost. 

After the service all but ten of the children were taken home 
by relatives or friends who had come to attend the services. 
These ten lonely ones who could not go home to spend the 
vacation were made quite happy by an apple, a handful of pea- 
nuts, and a few pieces of candy daily during vacation. The 
three dollars from their Story City friend afforded this. 

Besides being so well provided with the conventional Christ- 
mas “things,” the Word of God also “dwelt richly among us.” 
The Christ-child was the central theme of all our songs and 
“pieces.” We tried to make every child realize how empty, in 
comparison, the Christmas-cheer of the worldly is, for they have 
only the presents, the fruit, the nuts, the candy, to make them 
happy, and these things usually do not last long, while we 
Christians, besides having these things, also have a Savior to 
cheer us and make us happy now and through all cternity. 

Gresham, Wis. ° H. M. TyJERNAGEL. 


THE “COMMUNITY COUNCIL.” 


The inclosed clipping is of special interest because Mr. Ed- 
gar DeWitt Jones is President of the Christian denomination. 
A would-be Christian minister extending a fraternal greeting 
to a heathen, Unitarian pastor! To such horrible incidents doc- 
trinal indifference and unionism lead. The practical working 
of unionism ought to be sufficient cause to keep away from it. 
Permit the camel to put his head into the tent, and before we 
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are aware of it, the ugly animal is in the tent. head, hump, feet. 
and all, and he who would try to put out the old beast would 
get a kick in the stomach. 

The latest way in which we are tempted to be drawn into 
unionism is the Community Council. Such a Council has been 
started in our city. <All churches, lodges, unions, colleges, social 
service agencies, ete., have been asked to become members. 
individual may become an associate member. The Council de- 
sires to make Bloomington a greater and better city. The follow- 
ing committees have been elected: Public Safety, Social Survey, 
Amcricanization of Foreigner, Better Water Supply, Fuel Pro- 
duction, Investigation of High Prices. Now the point is, such 
work the sects regard as specific and essential church-work, and 
if we were to become members of the Council, such action would 
be regarded by the sectarian people as a combined effort to 
establish the Kingdom of God in the community. Furthermore, 
experience teaches that the sectarian people make use of such 
community organizations for all kinds of religious work, such 
as a Go-to-Church Campaign, ete. Finally, what business has 
the Church to worry about the water supply of the city, the 
Americanization of foreigners, and other civie and social im- 
provements ? 

Bloomington, Il. Water E. Honenster. 


NO UNION WITHOUT UNITY. 


Perhaps you will be interested to hear about the experience 
I had with the Methodist minister of Twin Bridges. This 
gentleman visited me and asked me to assist him with a house- 
to-house canvass In this community. Then he procecded to 
show me the Methodists’ canvassing book. Lo and behold, I read 
between thirty and forty questions, all of which were to be 
answered by each and every family head or individual we would 
visit. However, two questions were entirely against the prin- 
ciples of our Church; and at the same time they were aiming 
a blow at Christianity. These were the questions: “Do you 
wish to see all the churches in this community united? On 
what common needs of the community could they unite now?” 
I briefly explained our position to him, and showed him that 
the churches cannot enjoy unity which is built on the founda- 
tion of the “common needs of the community”; on the contrary, 
if you have unity in faith and doctrine, then you will have also 
a true outward unity. I gave him Pastor Fritz’s tract, Union 
or Unity. 

Twin Bridges, Mont. 


MAKING HER SUBSCRIPTION COUNT. 


Concordia Publishing House, 
St. Louis, Mo. 


GENTLEMEN : — 


The LutHeran Witness brings splendidly profitable reading 
at all times, but with greatest interest we have been reading the 
articles on “Bolshevism.” One acquaintance outside of our 
Church to whom I have been sending the WITNESS wrote me 
concerning them as follows: “They are the sanest, trucst thing 
on that subject that I have yet come across. I read them to my 
employer, and shall read them to a few more, before sending 
them to others where they may do good. The publishers of that 
paper are fully awake and alive to the vital problems of our 
day; they hit the nail squarely on the head, and point out the 
only right solution.” 

I feel that these papers on “Bolshevism” should be printed 
in pamphlet form, so that they may be distributed broadcast. 
The thousands outside of our Church need them doubly and 
trebly; for the majority of them have no spiritual leaders and 
advisers to point out to them the right way. 

The aforesaid acquaintance holds a position where she daily 
comes in contact with people from all stations of life. Being 
of a helpful disposition, she gets near their hearts, and has 
opportunity to learn many of their innermost thoughts and 
ideas, and often is appalled by the chaotic conditions of them. 
She always strives to give comfort and cheer, and to be an 
influence for everything good and uplifting. She would gladly 
help to distribute these papers, — there are many factory workers 
in the city where she resides,—and I, too, could dispose of 
several hundred — yes, would gladly help defray the expense of 
having them printed. 

The Witsess is a strong bulwark and a beacon light in 
these troublesome times in which the waves of unrest, ereed, 
selfishness, unbcelicf, scoffing, and pleasure-seeking threaten to 
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sweep us off our feet. God bless all who are connected with its 
output; give wisdom, enlightenment, true discernment, that 
their messages may bring comfort, cheer, light, and information 
to numberless hearts and minds that are groping in the darkness 
of this world and its ways, and encourage God’s people to hold 
fast that which they have, and be loyal unto death |! 
That God may grant this prayer is the sincere wish of ° 
St. Joseph, Mich. “ANITA.” 


(We print this contribution mainly to show how our sub- 
scribers may make their dollar bring full returns. As for the 
suggestion [received also from other quarters] that we republish 
our Bolshevism series in the form of a tract,-we would say that 
the articles in question would constitute a respectable pamphlet 
rather than a tract. For general distribution the price would 
prove prohibitive. Besides, the subject of Bolshevism may be 
expected to retire for a time from the head-lines of our daily 
papers. We shall leave the subject, with these parting obscr- 
vations: 1) The danger of Bolshevism for our country in 1919 
was very great. Several thousand foreign-born radicals are now 
in course of deportation. But that alone will not save our 
country. What is it, I shall ask, that caused the packers to 
give up privileges worth billions of dollars without so much as 
an attempt to fight the demand in court?) What makes one man 
relinquish $100,000,000 by one pen-stroke for public use? What 
made King Emmanuel of Italy give up the title to his vast 
crown domains for public purposes? 2) Bolshevism is com- 
pletely victorious in Russia. $500,000.000 of British money was 
unable to sustain the forces in war against the Soviet govern- 
ment. Lenin and Trotzky, in a new-year wireless, announced 
the intention of still making good their pledge to destroy the 
governments of the West. A quarter of the surface of the earth 
and 150,000,000 souls are now under Sovict rule. 3) The horrors 
which accompany the overthrow of government by Bolshevism 
are so much greater than those we recorded in this paper that 
the Red Terror of the French Revolution pales into nothing- 
ness beside them. No more dreadful record than the brutalitics 
committed by the Bolsheviki wherever they were victorious has 
been written in the annals of the human race. Beside the decds 
committed at Odessa, for instance. the Jewish massacres de- 
scribed by Prescott in his Ferdinand and Isabella appear almost 
humane. 4) A brief discussion of Bolshevism from the German 
point of view is announced under “The Reviewer” in this issue 
of our paper. 


THE $75,000 DEBT IN THE SYNODICAL TREASURY. 


What will we do with the $75,000 debt? Pay it, as an honest 
man pays his debts. I would gladly pay a dollar to see it wiped 
out, and so would most of us: but if we all want a chance at 
the wiping out, there will be only 15 cents for each of us 500,000. 
Let us make it a quarter instead of 15 cents, for that debt will 
be growing before we can get to it. 

All fathers please remind the young folks to put that extra 
quarter into the envelope, together with the nickel, next Sunday; 
and all young folks please remind the old folks. Mother wants 
to chuck a two-bit picce at the monster debt, and so docs 
fourteen-year-old Phil and Susie. If this plan is not an entire 
success, it will be on account of the slackers who dig down into 
their pants-pocket and bring up the quarter, but let it slip into 
the coat-pocket, nodding their head at the basket as it passes by. 
None of our folks must be found in that odd number. Re- 
member: “God loveth a cheerful giver.” 

Mobile, Ala. 


8 INDIA NEWS. 


_There is at the present time in India probably more “in- 
voking” of the Holy Spirit for light and guidance than ever 
before, but also the rejection of God’s Word as the means of the 
working of the Spirit. If ever, then now it may be said in 
India: They “condemn the outward Word, and nevertheless 
they themselves are not silent, but they fill the world with 
their pratings and writings, as though, indeed, the Spirit were 
unable to come through the writing and spoken word of apostles, 
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furlong from our compound and one in the family of one of 
our servants. Thus wo are reminded how much we stand m 
need of God’s protection and tho prayers of our Christians in 
the homeland. . 
Nagercoil, India, November 17, 1919. A. J. Lutz. 


A MISSOURI LUTHERAN SPEAKS UP. 


Editor Plain Dealer, — Sir: Permit me to enter an cm- 
phatic protest against the unbelieving clergymen who have lately 
ventilated their ignorance through the columns of your other- 
wise much appreciated paper. As an old-fashioned Christian I 
cannot sit idle while skeptics in clerical garb are directing their 
battering-rams of .opposition at the very foundations of our 
Christian faith. 

I am an old-fashioned Missouri Lutheran. I believe thor- 
oughly in the teachings of my denomination, namely, that the 
Bible is God’s eternal Word, inspired from cover to cover, free 

rom crror, even to the exactness of its very words. 

It is high time that earnest Christian lay-people demand of 
such clerical impostors as those who no longer believe in the 
Inspired Bible and in the divinity of our Blessed Savior, that 
they leave the pulpit forthwith, and seek occupations as painters, 
blacksmiths, gas-fitters, or, in fact, any honest calling where 
their unbelief will not cause trouble and doubt to enter the 
minds of the honest people who seck in vain to hear the eternal 
Word proclaimed on Sunday. MISSOURIAN. 

(Cleveland Plain Dealer, Dec. 29, 1919.) 


The Religious Press. 
WHICH BRINGS THE BIGGER RETURNS? 


_ , Some time ago a pastor of a very conservative congregation 
visited a so-called institutional church. 

His visit brought him into contact with some modern views 
as to the mission of the Church. He was told that the Church 
must improve the food man eats, the conditions under which 
he works, the system of political authority by which he is ruled, 
the house in which he lives, the baseball game he sees, ete. He 
was told that the Church must see to the teeth, the stomachs, 
and the play and work of children. As one could expect, with 
so big a program the Church had but little time left to do what 
Christ commanded: “Preach the Gospel,” “Feed My lambs.” 

What is done in the various departments of this church? 
During the week the children of the neighborhood are taught 
how to boil sugar and chocolate into fudge. how to sew pretty 
mottoes on to pillow-cases (for example, “Many are called, but 
few get up”), how to climb up a pole of questionable smooth- 
ness, how to apply a safety-pin to an infant, how to drop 
a curtsy, and how to admire Mrs. Rip Van Winkle, nurse and 
martyr. 

Civilized people, we feel, ought to acquire these various ac- 
complishments in the course of a lifetime. But is this the work 
of the Church? Has the Lord commanded the Church to suffer 
the little children to come to Him, or has He commanded the 
Church to give the child lessons “on the home beautiful,” or 
“how to prepare three meals with less than a quarter,” and on 
“how to tell butter from oleomargarine”’? It is to be added that 
this church, of course, has a called and ordained pastor; but 
for what earthly purpose he is called could not be definitely 
ascertained, unless it be to eat the fudge. : 

Is the upkeep expensive? Well, the chocolate and the sugar 
for the fudge and the cotton thread for embroidering uplifting 
sentiments on handkerchiefs da come a little higher than the 
purchase price of Sunday-school leaflets. Then comes an almost 
formidable list of workers. Besides the usual help, like the 
janitor and the bell-ringer, and the colporteur, there is the vis- 
itor, who goes out after the delinquents and after new recruits 
for the Sunday-school and the bathroom. Her salary is $70 
a month. The consecrated calisthenic teacher received $67.50 
a month and a bonus at Christmas-time. Tho sewing-teacher 
has a salary of $55 a month. All-told, the running expenses 
exceed the sum of $6,000 a year. 

What are the returns for this big outlay? The Sunday- 
school — it was a special occasion, Flag Drill Sunday! — had 
an attendance of about 70 pupils —a poor showing after many 
years of work in a neighborhood where children abound. Stil] 
more discouraging was the attendance upon the evening services, 
which were a continuation of the morning festivities. 

But the sad side of the case is this. So many workers, so 
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many salaries, so much effort — and not a person really learning 
to know what sin is, and what righteousness before God is, and 
what he must do to settle his account with God. 

Not so far from this institutional church a Lutheran church 
conducts a Christian school. Three teachers have a daily en- 
rolment of about 150 pupils. The scholars are drawn by stronger 
inducements than by the prospects of making fudge. The 
Gospel of Jesus abounds in the school. A religious spirit per- 
vades and governs the entire course of instructions. By means 
of daily lessons in Jesus’ Word the child’s heart is reached, its 
will directed, its character molded, and thus the child is truly 
educated. 

What are the expenses? Well, this particular Lutheran 
church pays a somewhat better salary than the usual starvation 
salary paid to teachers of Christian schools. The salaries total 
$3,000. About $300 more are expended in buying books for 
needy pupils. 

Results? The children are growing up into intelligent, 
active, faithful members of the congregation. They come to 
church and swell the attendance. The children honor their 
fathers and mothers. Later in life it will be seen that the com- 
munity has gained a number of well-trained, trustworthy citi- 
zens, the church good members, ete. Mark you, all for $3,300 
a year! . 
Lutherans, cease the complaint that your church-school is 
costing too much money. Without it you would be sinking your 
hard-earned dollars in some religious wild-cat scheme as the in- 
stitutional churches and many others of like trend are doing. 

Together with your church, advertise your Christian school. 
It’s worth while! | 

Rev. F. W. WetpMany, in American Lutheran. 


“HYSTERICAL PATRIOTISM.”’ 


In Nebraska the Legislature last year passed a law that no 
forcign language should be taught in the grades. Now the 
State has had a constitutional convention, and there is a move- 
ment on foot to incorporate this lanruage restriction in the 
State Constitution. Some are also working to have all parochial 
schools abolished, and only allow State schools. In the press 
reports from Omaha these advocates of no foreign language 
and no parochial schools are called the “Americans.” This is 
a misnomer. Americanism is not synonymous with narrow- 
mindedness. It is American to fight for freedom of language 
and religious liberty, which shall give parents the right to edu- 
cate their own children in schools established by the Church, 
if they prefer to do so. It is a very short-sighted statesmanship 
which thinks that Americanization consists chiefly in learning 
the American language and preventing children from learning 
any other language. It may be true that the Germans in some 
localities have been too persistent in maintaining their own 
language, but this does not necessarily make them disloyal 
citizens, although it may be to their own detriment and dis- 
advantage. What makes a man a loyal or disloyal citizen is 
the ideas he entertains, and not the language in which the ideas 
are expressed. 

All over the country we hear complaints of the lack of reli- 
gious education. That is a real and a great danger. When the 
German Lutherans, in addition to paying their taxes for the 
public schools, undertake to maintain religious schools at their 
own expense, why should this be looked upon as wrong and even 
dangerous to American institutions? We feel justified in mak- 
ing the claim that it was the German parochial schools which 
during the war made the rank and file of the Germans in this 
country loyal citizens, because in these very schools, which some 
now try to eradicate, the children are taught patriotism as 
na religious duty. The disloyal Germans were found in the 
“Turnvereins” and among the brewers, and not among the 
graduates of the parochial schools. These German parochial 
schools have as their chief text-books Luther’s Catechism and 
the Bible. The pastor, very often, is the teacher. The teaching 
of the Ten Commandments, the Apostolic Creed, the Lord’s 
Prayer, the importance of the Sacraments, and the applied 
Christianity contained in the Table of Duties does not tend to 
make disloyal citizens, but inculeates the very ideas which are 
necessary to make good, law-abiding, Christian citizens. To 
try to discourage and destroy these schools is both antichristian 
and anti-American. 

Let us hope that bigotry and narrow-mindedness shall not 
get the upper hand in our legislative bodies. During the ex- 
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citement of the war we might expect some fanaticism, but now, 
after it is practically over, there is no excuse for advocating 
constitutional amendments and Jaws which are the offspring of 
a high-strung, hysterical patriotism, but have no foundation in 
sound reason and morality. — Lutheran Church Herald (Norw.). 


THE AMERICAN LEGION 


is the name of an organization that is being organized for 
the men who served in the Army and in the Navy. We hope 
that the new society will be a purely civic organization, and 
that religious matters of any and all kinds will be kept out. 
Then, and only then, we can encourage our “boys” to join. 

Soldier boys of St. John’s Church, whenever you are called 
upon to meet in the interest of the American Legion and help 
to shape its future, make vour influence felt in the right direc- 
tion, and urge that no religious features of any kind be given 
a place in the new organization. 

The reason for this is known to you. The new organization 
will be made up of men of different religious faiths and of out- 
spoken unbelievers. That all these cannot worship together, and 
that not all will call upon the one true God and Jesus, the only 
Savior, is apparent. 

You as a Christian cannot join in worship with those who 
do not worship in the Christian way, that is, in the name of 
the crucified, risen, and glorified Christ. 

Do not think that you can with impunity and immunity 
compromise your faith by worshiping with such as do not be- 
lieve as you must in accordance with the Scriptures. Compro- 
mise in matters of faith is dangerous, sinful, positively out of 
the question with a conscientious Lutheran Christian. 


Rey. TH. Wauz, in Hannibal Lutheran. 


Gutheran Lavmen's League. 


(Evrror1aL Note. — By arrangement with the L. L. L. Campaign 
Committee, this column is supplied by Rev. R. Jesse as Special .Cam- 
paign Correspondent.) ; 


A Vote of Thanks. 


At the recent Chicago meeting of the L. L. L. Directors and 
District Leaders, to decide upon ways and means for “Follow- 
up” work to bring the collection of the Three Million Dollar 
Endowment Fund for our Veterans of the Cross to a successful 
' finish, the following resolution was unanimously adopted: — 


“Resolved, That it is the sense of this mecting that we ex- 
press our appreciation and extend a vote of sincerest thanks to 
those of our synodical officials, District presidents, visitors, pas- 
tors, and teachers who have rendered us such valuable assistance 
up to the present time, and to bespeak the continuance of their 
hearty cooperation until our task is accomplished; the Cam- 
paign Executive Committee to sce to it that this resolution is 
properly carried out.” 


The “Follow-up” Campaign is now on. It is to be conducted 
by the Laymen District and Circuit Leaders and the Congre- 
gational Campaign Managers, largely through work with indi- 
vidual members of our congregations. In this work the advice 
and, at times, the help of the clergy and teachers will be valuable, 
and will be appreciated. One District has already gone “over 
the top,” having raised 100 per cent. of its quota! We know 
that every “Missourian” will do all in his power to help his 
District make the same showing when the final figures are 


ublished. 
Pp L. L. L. Campaign Executive Comittee. 


T. H. Lamprecut, Chairman. 


“Beyond Their Power They Were Willing of Themselves.” 


This is the praise Paul gives the Macedonian churches. 
Although persecuted, ill-treated, and suffering deep poverty, yet 
they first gave their own sclves to the Lord, and then, quite 
naturally, of their means “to their power, and beyond their 
power.” Because they experienced an abundance of joy in their 
Savior and the consolation of His promises in their tribulation, 
they abounded in liberality. They gave out of the little they 
had as if they were rich. Their contributions were so liberal 
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that Paul testifies that “to their power, and beyond their power,” 
they were willing of themselves. | 


History repeats itself. After people have given their own 
selves to the Lord, they do not find it difficult to give generously 
of their means. When, some time ago, a large contribution was 
given by a poor widow who made a living by washing, one of 
the L. L. L. leaders remarked, “I am ashamed to see how much 
some people give to this cause.” “Please allow me to say,” 
writes Pastor Wagner, Cascade, Mo., in reference to one con- 
tributor, “that Miss Emma: Moser has for months been confined 
to a bed of intense suffering. ... She is, moreover, so poor that 
she would have been justified in asking contributions for her 
own support. But her great love to her Church and its interests 
impels her to part with some of her scanty means to give support 
to those who have spent their lives in spreading the ‘good 
tidings of great joy.’ ” | 

Brethren, God has vouchsafed health unto us. God has 
blessed us not only with the necessities of life, but with a thou- 
sand luxuries. He has blessed us in providence, promise, and 
grace. An appcal is made for liberal donations. Shall we offer 
the excuse of inability instead of gencrous contributions out of 
our abundance? Shall we wait on patients lying on a bed of 
pain, destitute of the comforts and luxuries we enjoy, to set us 
an example of what can be done where there is first a willing 
mind? ‘The drive, which is really a small effort when all things 
are considered, ought to come to a successful end, and that right 
speedily. 


Notice to Contributors and Solicitors. 


In answer to inquiries still coming in, it is stated once more 
that every contributor of $6 or more to the L. L. L. Endowment 
Fund is enrolled as a member of the L. L. L. and is entitled to 
a year’s subscription to the Witness or Lutheraner. This is 
a standing offer. It holds good for 1920 as it did for 1919. 
Morcover, in case two or more members of one family con- 
tribute the above amount or a larger sum, it is their privilege 
to get both papers, or to transfer their extra subscription to some 
friend who does not get our official organs. This can be attended 
to when the contribution is made. 


The only exception to the above is that contributing profes- 
sors, pastors, and teachers are not enrolled as members of the 
L. L. L. because it is a laymen’s organization. Wives and con- 
firmed children of professors, pastors, and teachers, however, are 
not barred from membership. 








Obituary. 





t Teacher Frederick John Klee. + 


Our sainted brother in Christ was born in Hannover, Ger- 
many, on January 21, 1870, and shortly after his birth baptized 
in the name of the Triune God. At the age of four years he 
came to America with his parents, who settled in Cleveland, O. 
He received his schooling in the parish-school of Trinity Lu- 
theran Church and was confirmed by the sainted Rev. Niemann. 
Soon after his confirmation he entered our Teachers’ Seminary, 
then located at Addison, IIl., and after his graduation accepted 
the call to Freeport, Ill., where he served for five years. In 
September, 1893, he accepted the call of Trinity Congregation 
at Iivansville, Ind., and had been active here ever since. On 
December 27, 1894, he entered the estate of holy matrimony 
with Anna Landgraf, with whom he lived in pure and happy 
wedlock a little over twenty-five years. Thcir marriage was 
blessed with three children. Last August, after visiting his aged 
mother in Cleveland and attending the District Synod at In- 
dianapolis, he was taken scriously ill and forced to return home. 
After a lingering illness of over four months he fell asleep on 
New Year’s Day, at 4 Pp. M., at the age of 49 years, 11 months, 
and 10 days. He is survived by his wife, his mother, three chil- 
dren, a sister, and many relatives. Funeral services were held 
on the Sunday after New Year, the two pastors of the church, 
C. A. Frank and W. G. Polack, officiating. The latter preached 
a German sermon in the house on Is. 57, 2, and an English ser- 
mon in the church on Matt. 25, 21. 


Evansville, Ind, 


WA. BP, 
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Che Reviewer. 


Proceedings of the Fifth Convention of the English District 
of the Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States. 1919. Con- 
cordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. ’ Price, 28 cts. 


Synodalbericht des Mittleren Distrikts der Ev.-Luth. Synode von 
; Missouri, Ohio und andern Staaten. 1919. Concordia Pub- 
lishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, 25 ets. 

The former of these synodical reports is important and interest- 
ing for two reasons. In the first place, it contains a very excellent 
paper upon the lodge by the Rev. J. R. Gracbner. That paper ought 
to be studied carefully. A careless and lazy lodge-practise is the 
thinnest part of the wedge by which Satan is trying to introduce 
his disintegrating power into the Church. The entrance of this 
wedge will soon be followed by other corrupting influences. The 
essayist writes: “The idea of remaining Missourian as we are, with 
the exception of our lodge-attitude, is nothing but a dream. There 
could be no such thing in reality.” 

In the second place, it is the report of that one unique District 
of our Synod whose outlines were not drawn by geography, but by 
language. — 

The synodical report of the Central District contains two very 
interesting and instructive papers; one by the Rev. Paul Schulz 
upon the “Human Nature of Jesus,” the other upon the “Christian 
Parochial School,” by Teacher A. C. Stellhorn. 

There are a number of important business matters dealt with 
in the report, not the least of which is that pertaining to the intro- 
duction of English as one of the official languages of the District. 








The History of the Passion and Death of Our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. According to the Four Gospels. Concordia 
Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 1919. Price, 4 cts.; per 
dozen, 36 cts.; 100 copies, $2.50. 

We are glad to see this history thus published. As far as we 
know, it is the first time that it has been published in English in 
pamphlet form. It is exactly what it claims to be. It differs from 
the text in our liturgy in this that it is divided into twelve lessons. 
We have the Lord’s promises that, when He is lifted up, He will 
draw all men unto Himself. In this history He is lifted up. May 
those who behold Him there as they read the history of His suffer- 
ings be drawn to Him! Ss. 


Endorsements of the Principles Underlying the Religious 
Week-Day School. By American Educators, Editors, and 
Statesmen. Collected by 7h. Graebner. Published by Con- 
cordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, 100 copies, 
$1.35, postpaid. 

It was a very happy thought which caused Prof. Graebner to 
make this collection of opinions and endorsements and send them 
forth in a form convenient for general, nation-wide distribution. 
Everywhere our pastors and laymen ought to read and study this 
pamphlet, and then plan its distribution. While it is true that not 
every one of the authors quoted had in his mind the idea of our 
parochial school system, yet every one endorsed the principle which 
underlies these schools. And these are voices that will be given car 
by many who will not listen to a Lutheran pastor. 

The very pamphlet in all its parts is an irrefutable proof that 
the fathers of our Synod were the most up-to-date and logical 
thinkers upon the subject of education that this country has ever 
harbored. Be sure to take advantage of this generous offer of the 
Publishing House: “A sample copy will be mailed free to any person 
applying with a view to a probable quantity order.” 5 


God Bless Our Parochial Schools. By N. J. Bakke. 
Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 1919. 
dozen, 36 cts.; 100 copies, $2.50. 

This is an address delivered by Rev. N. J. Bakke at New Orleans 
in 1890. It is reprinted with omissions of local references and with 
a few other minor changes. It constitutes an earnest appeal for the 
Christian day-school, where the minds and souls of the young are 
not only trained, but also nourished. God has blessed these words. 
And God will bless them again if they are read and heard. It is for us 
to see to it that many read and hear them. S. 


Concordia 
Price, 4 cts.; per 


A Token of Gratitude to My Sponsor. By W. MV. Czamanske. 
1919. 4 pages. Price, 3 cts. each; 30 cts. per dozen. 
Contains a picture of Christ receiving the children, and another, 
as the Good Shepherd.. Four verses of poetry composed by Rev. 
Czamanske contain the greeting of the godchild to his sponsor. 
Printed on white cardboard. ' 


Lincoln’s Gettysburg World-Message. By Henry Eyster Jacobs. 
The United Lutheran Publication House, Philadelphia, Pa. 

133 pages, 4144614. Price, $1.00. 
An analysis of Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address with personal remi- 
niscenses of the author, who was present on that historic ae 
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My Church. An Illustrated Lutheran Manual Pertaining Princi- 
pally to the Historic Work and Spirit of the Augustana 
Synod. Vol. V. Edited by /ra 0. Nothstein, A. M. Augus- 
tana Book Concern, Rock Island, Ill. 111 pages, 57%. 
Price: Cloth, net, 60 cts.; art cover, net, 30 cts. 


The fifth volume of this Augustana Synod Manual contains 
a variety of historical matter bearing on the story of Lutheranism 
in Sweden and in the Swedish Synod in the United States. There is 
a history of the various districts of the Augustana Synod together 
with much valuable statistical material. The book is printed on fine 
paper, 1s beautifully illustrated, and well bound. , 


Behind the Scenes with the Mediums. By David P. Abbot. 
Open Court Publishing Company, Chicago, III. 
548. Price, $1.00. 

The author of this highly entertaining volume has had much 
experience with fraudulent mediums, and has exposed many of the 
smooth artifices by means of which they fleece the gullable public. 
Mr. Abbot seems to assume that all mediums are fraudulent, and 
that all spiritistic phenomena may be accounted for by deception 
and trickery. In this we cannot agree with him. There are spir- 
itistic phenomena which defy all analysis on the grounds of fraud, 
delusion, or seli-delusion. Still so large a percentage of spiritistic 
mediums are guilty of fraudulent practises that a volume such as 
Mr. Abbot’s must be said to serve a purpose. His book is interesting 
throughout and at times highly amusing. It is now in its fifth edi- 
tion, no doubt due to the new interest in things spiritistic which is 
observable in the magazines and newspapers of the country. G. 


The 
340 pages, 


Der Bolschewismus, wie er wirklich ist. Eine Warnschrift fuer 
das deutsche Volk von Dr. W. Verlag: Illustrierter Deutscher 
ot Dresden-A. 16. 48 pages, 6144x914. Price, 
M. 1.20. 


This brochure treats in four chapters the Russian Revolution, 
“Bolshevism the Strangler of Russia,” details of Bolshevik rule, and 
“Deutschlands Schicksalsstunde.” Substantiates the opinion of neu- 
tral observers regarding the ruin which radicalism wrought in the 
commercial, civic, economic, and moral life of Russia during the 
counter-revolution of 1918 and its career of conquest in 1919. G. 


The following publications have been received: — 


Almanac for the Leap-year 1920. Published by Augustana Book 
Concern, Rock Island, Ill. 63 pages, 5x74. 


Choralspiele in Trioform zum Gebrauch beim Gottesdienst in 
der evangelisch-lutherischen Kirche. Komponiert und 
herausgegeben von Hermann Grote, 1408 E. Prairie Ave., St. 
Louis, Mo. Heftl. Op.25. Price, $1.00. Order from Con- 
cordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. G. 





Miscellaneous. 





Installations. 


Installed under authorization of the respective District 
Presidents: — 


On 12th Sunday after Trinity, 1919: The Rev. F. Falkenroth in 
the congregation at Clements, Minn., by Pastor H. H. Hartmann. 

On 13th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. O. Riess in the congre- 
gation at Hartfeld, Sask., Can., by Pastor C. W. A. Kuehner. 

On 2d Sunday in Advent: The Rev. J. Olszar in the congregation 
at Gilman, Minn., by Pastor A. Agather. — The Rev. H. Krohn in the 
congregation near South Auburn, Nebr., by Pastor W. Mahler. 

On 3d Sunday in Advent: The Rev. F. J. Seltz in St. Stephen’s 
Church, St. Paul, Minn., by Prof. A. Schlueter. 

On 4th Sunday in Advent: The Rev. J. F. Ruff in the congrega- 
tion at Cairo, Nebr., by Pastor A. M. Burroqughs.— The Rev. L. A. 
Beto in the congregation at Lena and, in the afternoon, in the con- 
gregation at Richland, Ill., by Pastor E. F. J. Richter.— The Rev. 


_K. Rudolph in the congregation at Willow Lake Tp., Minn., by Pas- 


tor H. H. Hartmann. 
On Sunday after Christmas: The Rev. W. Karsten in the congre- 
gation at Farley, Mo., by Pastor L. J. Schwartz. 


Installed as teachers of parochial schools: — 

On 7th Sunday after Trinity, 1919: Teacher W. Haas as teacher 
of the school of St. John’s Church, Claremont, Minn., by Pastor C. F. 
Malkow. 

On 4th Sunday in Advent: Teacher T. Wunderlich as teacher 
of the third class of the school of Grace Church, Chicago, Ill., by 
Pastor H. Boester. — Tcacher W. F. Weiherman as teacher of the 
school of Christ Church, St. Louis, Mo., by Pastor H. Hohenstein. 

On Sunday after New Year, 1920: Teacher M. J. Roschke as 
teacher of the school of Bethlehem Church, St. Louis, Mo., by Pastor 
J. H. C. Fritz. 
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Dedications. 


Dedicated to the service of God: — 

Churches and Bell.—On 19th Sunday after Trinity, 1919: The 
new church of Jerusalem Congregation, near Carter, S. Dak. (the Rev. 
A. Engelhard, pastor).— On 2d Sunday in Advent: The new church 
of Zion Congregation, Percly, Mo. (the Rev. W. Beinke, pe 
On Sunday after Christmas: The renovated church and new bell of 
St. John’s Congregation, near Spencer, Wis. (the Rev. A. F. Zichls- 
dorff, pastor). 





Anniversary. 


On 2d Sunday in Advent, 1919, St. John’s Church, Denver, Colo. 
(the Rey. F. Leimbrock, pastor), celebrated their fortieth anniversary. 





Mission-Festival. 


On 14th Sunday after Trinity, 1919, Bethlehem Church, Afilicau- 
kee, Wis., celebrated mission-festival. Offering, $593.91. 





Pastoral Conferences. 


The Upper San Joaquin and Sacramento Valley Conference will 
meet, D. v., January 27 and 28 in Lodi, Cal. Exegesis on 1 Cor. 12, 
4—11: Rev. Fickenscher. Der Prediger auf der Kanzel: Rev. Jacob- 
sen. Millennial Doctrines: Rev. Wessling. What Means Are We to 
Employ to Increase Our Church Attendance? Rev. v. Renner. Proper 
and Effective Methods to Be Pursued in Conducting Confirmation In- 
struction: Rev. Jacobs. Congregational Finances: Rey. Grunow. Con- 
ference preacher: Rev. Fickenscher (Rev. Grunow). Confessional ad- 
dress: Rev. Schmidtke (Rev. v. Renner). The brethren will please 
inform Rev. Wessling whether they expect to be present or not. 

W. Grunow, Secy. 


The Southern Idaho Conference will meet, D. v., February 3 to 5 . 


in Paul (not in Nampa), Idaho. Papers will be read in the following 
order by the Revs.: Bernthal, Meier, Schlichting, Schulze, Polack, 
Dannenieldt, Fischer, Westendorf, Gihring, Kahle. Pastoral sermon: 
Rev. Gihring (Revs. Meier, Polack). Confessional address: Rev. Braun 
(Revs. Dannenfeldt, Fischer). ¥. C. BRAuN, Sccy. 


The Southern Rock River Conference will meet, D. v., February 
3 to 5 in Watertown, Wis. (Rev. F. Eggers, pastor). Confessional ad- 
dress: Revs. Nammacher, C. A. Bretscher. Conference sermon: Revs. 
Meyr, Raetz. Exegesis: Rev. Wenzel. World Conditions Preceding 
Christ’s Second Coming: Rev. Groth. History of the Congregations 
at Watertown and Janesville: Revs. Eggers and Treu. Sermon on 
either a Gospel or an Epistle, to be read: Rev. Stoeckhardt. Konkor- 
dienformel, Art. VII: Rev. Meyr; Art. VII1: Rev. Ramthun. Kindly 
notify pastor loci at once of your intended presence or absence, men- 
tioning time of arrival. E. G. SMUKAL, Secy. 


The Northern Colorado Conference will meet, D. v., February 10 
to 12 in Rev. O. Hensel’s congregation at Sterling, Colo. 

J. F. GERKEN, Secy. 

The Winter Conference of St. Paul, Minneapolis, and Vicinity 
will meet, D. v., February 11 and 12 in Concordia College, St. Paul, 
Minn. Papers to be read: Rey. Nachtsheim, Prohibition and Parish- 
schools; Rev. Prange, Sunday-school Work; Rev. Oberschulte, Out- 
lines for Lenten Sermons; Revs. Baumann and Haase, on topics to be 
chosen by themselves. Communion service will be held on Wednes- 
day evening in the College Auditorium. Confessional address, Rev. 
Huchthausen. Sermon, Kev. Plocher. Every one mnust provide for 
his own quarters. J. SCHUMACHER, Secy. pro tem. 





Delegate Synod, June 16—26, 1920. 


1. Electoral circuits will kindly select their delegates at once. 

2. Circuits will immediately communicate the result of their 
elections to the District Secretary. 

3. District Secretaries will please send a complete list of rep- 
resentatives to the undersigned by February 15. 

4. Oflicers of the General Body, representatives of College and 
Seminary Boards, Faculties, Commissions, and Standing Committees 
will announce directly to the General Secretary. 

5. dtcports of Standing Committees, Commissions, and College 
and Seminary Boards, as well as overtures, petitions, ete., must be 
in the hands of the General Secretary by April 10. 

R. D. BLEDERMANN, General Secretary, 
Springfield, Ill. 





Announcement. 


Since, notwithstanding repeated efforts to have him do so, the 
Rev. O. H. Pannkoke has not severed his connection with the Lutheran 
Bureau of the National Lutheran Council, he can no longer be re 
garded as a clerical member of our Synod. 

St. Paul, Minn., January 3, 1920. O. C. KREINHEDER, 

President of the English District. 
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Synodical Budget 1920. 


In conformity with a promise made, the Budget for the General 
Body is here printed in a form convenient for the pastors and teachers 
of the Missouri Synod to clip and paste in the proper space in their 
Pocket Diary. 








Requircd Per 
Treasury. 1920, cap. 
Synodical 160000/00 || .27 
Building 75000100 |] .13 |} NOTE. 
In this Budget the present 
Honié Bt. 60000/00 || .10 credit or debit balance is taken 
Foreign M. 42000100 |] .07 account of, also the probable 
dividends from Concordia Pub- 
South Am. M. || 40000)00 || .07 lishing House; these figures 
Deaf-mute M. || 15000100 |! .03 are therefore net. They do not, 
hewever, include the require- 
Indian M. 5000/00 || .01 ments for the Districts, such 
: as the District Synodical Fund, 
Jewish XM. a apts teal. 300 the District Home Mission, 
.For’n-Tg. M. 8500/00 || .02 and District enterprises of all 


kinds, 


Immigr. M. Ample Bal. || .00 This Budget is published 

China M. 36000100 06 under the authorization of the 
; General President. 

Negro M. 65000/00 || .11 KE. SEUEL, 7'rcas. 

Support 125000/00 || .22 





Statistical Yearbook for 1919. 


All pastors of our Synod who have not already done so are ear- 
nestly requested to prepare and mail their annual statistical report 
for 1919 at once. Send the reports to cv. EB. Eckhardt, Battle Creek, 
Nebr., who will arrange them for publication, while the undersigned 
will see them through the press. Blanks with full directions were 
sent to every pastor by Concordia Publishing House between Christ- 
mas and New Year in the same enclosure with the red Pocket Diary 
and Memorandum. Blanks have also been printed on the back covers 
of Lehre und Wehre and Jfagazin fucr Homiletik. Those who failed 
to receive a blank up to date will please notify the undersigned by 
postal card. The presidents of the various synodical districts, as 
well as of the colleges and seminaries, the chairmen of the various 
Mission Boards, and the presidents of eleemosynary institutions will 
also please take notice, and send their reports to Rev. Eckhardt. 

L. F'UERBRINGER. 





To the Congregations of the Western District. 


The School Committee of the Western District did not elect 
a supervisor of schools in its meeting of January 6, as announced. 
—A relatively small number of congregations of our large district 
had availed themselves of the opportunity to nominate candidates 
for the important oflice of supervisor of our parochial schools. If 
the election had taken place, the one chosen would hardly have been 
in position to begin his duties as supervisor before the end of the 
current school-year. For these reasons the committee deemed it ex- 
pedient to postpone the election. The candidates so far nominated 
will stand, but the congregations may nominate further candidates 
or indorse those already named. Nominations should be sent to the 
secretary of the committee not Jater than March 15, 1920. 
Tne Scuoo1 COMMITTEE’ OF TIE WESTERN DistRICT. 
H. F. Babe, Sccy., 
3730 IUinois Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 





Notice. 


Any:one knowing of Lutherans living near Garden City, Pierce- 
ville, Ingalls, Friend, Ensign, Montezuma, Copeland, Sublette, and 
Holeomb, Kans., are kindly asked to send their names and addresses to 

Rey. R. HEIKE, JRr., Garden City, Kans. 








Treasurers’ Reports. 


ENGLISH DISTRICT. 


Mission. — Congregations: Mount Olive, Milwaukee, $600.00; 
Calvary, Buffalo, 280.00; Bethany, Violctville, Md., 30.00; St. An- 
drew’s, Detroit, 20.00; Immanuel, Pittsburgh, 15.00; Redeemer, North 
Tonawanda, 10.00; Faith, Chicago, 106.44; Our Savior, Brooklyn, 
151.15; Redeemer, Detroit, 1.73; Mount Olive, Cleveland, 17.25; 
Bethany, Chicago, 50.00; Emmanuel, Baltimore, 94.60; Trinity, Flat- 
bush, Brooklyn, 30.00; Our Redeemer, St. Louis, 122.42; Redeemer, 
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. a 72: Pilgrim, Lakewood, O., 50.00; Grace, Jersey City, 
aoe ola ag Atount Olive, Milwaukee, 27.00. Sunday-schools: Cul- 
N.day 457-80) St. Andrew’s, Detroit, 15.00; Pilgrim, St. Louis, 


saphena lo, 50.00; L 
Lace Ma, D. Gilliland, Unionville, Lowa, 1.00. St. Andrew’s 
il Detroit, 6.00. Phoebe Society, Mount Olive 


Parish School, etc. _ 
Chureh, Milwaukee, 50.00; 


$ 6.38. ; 
Pi real Treasury. — Congregations: Bethany, Violetville, Md., 


$10.00; St. Andrew's, Detroit, 18.00; Immanuel, Pittsburgh, 16.00; 
Faith, Chicago, 30.60; Redeemer, Detroit, 25.00; Bethany, Chicago, 
20.00; Iemmanuel, Baltimore, 65.00; Trinity, Flatbush, Brooklyn, 
10.00; Our Redeemer, St. Louis, 42.01; Pilgrim, Lakewood, O., 10.00; 
Our Redeemer, Chicago, 20.00; Grace, Strasburg, Ill., 4.61. Calvary 
Sunday-school, Buffalo, 15.00. — Total, $286.22. 

Synodical Building Fund, — Congregations: Calvary, Buffalo, 
$10.00; Immanuel, Pittsburgh, 6.00; Emmanuel, Baltimore, 10.40; 
Trinity, Brooklyn, 5.00. -— J'olal, $31.40. 

Church Extension Fund. — Congregations: Mount Olive, Mil- 
waukee, $46.02; Calvary, Buffalo, 60.00; Bethany, Violetville, Md., 
2.30; St. Andrew’s, Detroit, 9.00; Redeemer, North Tonawanda, 5.00; 
Faith, Chicago, 12.24; Redeemer, Detroit, 25.00; Mount Olive, Cleve 
land, 17.25; Pilgrim, Lakewood, O., 5.00; Christ, Washington, 43.50. 
— Total, $225.31. 

Ministcrial Education Fund. — Congregations: Calvary, Buffalo, 
$5.00; Faith, Chicago, 6.12; Redeemer, Detroit, 40.00; St. Paul’s, 
West New York, N.J., 15.00; Bethany, Chicago, 7.60; Emmanuel, 
Baltimore, 10.00; Trinity, Flatbush, Brooklyn, 3.00; Our Redeemer, 
St. Louis, 1.00; Pilgrim, Lakewood, O., 5.00. Calvary Sunday-school, 
Buffalo, 20.00. St. Andrew’s Parish School, etc., Detroit, 2.00. — 
Total, $114.72. 

American Lutheran Board for Relicf in Europe. — Congrega- 
tions: St. Andrew’s, Detroit, $1.00; Redeemer, Detroit, 25.00. — 
J'otal, $26.00. 

Armenian and Syrian Relicf.— Calvary Sunday-school, Buffalo, 
$5.00. 
Mission in Brazil. — Congregations: Calvary, Buffalo, $5.00; 
Immanuel, Pittsburgh, 4.00; Bethany, Chicago, 25.00; J2mmanucl, 
Baltimore, 26.00; Trinity, Flatbush, Brooklyn, 5.00; Pilgrim, Lake 
wood, O., 2.00. St. Andrew’s Sunday-school, Detroit, 4.00. Church 
of Our Savior, etc., Cincinnati, 10.00. — 7'otal, 351.00. 

Board of Support.— Congregations: Calvary, Buffalo, $40.00; 
Bethany, Violetville, Md., 12.00; St. Andrew’s, Detroit, 20.00; Re- 
deemer, Detroit, 30.00; St. Paul’s, West New York, N. J., 15.00; 
Mount Calvary, Laneaster, Pa., 8.51; Bethany, Chicago, 18.40; I¢m- 
manuel, Baltimore, 31.20; Trinity, Flatbush, Brooklyn, 12.00; Pil- 
grim, Lakewood, O., 5.00. A. J. Brockman, Bethany Church, Chi- 
eago, 15.00. Church of Our Savior, ete., Cincinnati, 47.83. — Total, 
$254.94. 

Mission in China. — Congregations: Calvary, Buffalo, $20.00; 
Immanuel, Pittsburgh, 2.00; I:mmanuel, Baltimore, 15.60; Trinity, 
Flatbush, Brooklyn, 2.00; Pilgrim, Lakewood, O., 2.00. Sunday- 
schools: Calvary, Buffalo, 5.00; St. Andrew’s, Detroit, 2.00. St. An- 
drew’s Parish School, ete., Detroit, 1.00. Church of Our Savior, etce., 
Cincinnati, 6.00. — Total, $55.60. 

Irorcign Mission. — Congregations: Redeemer, Detroit, $25.00; 
Trinity, Flatbush, Brooklyn, 5.00; Our Redeemer, St. Louis, 23.24; 
Our Savior, Cincinnati, 14.00. — Tolal, $67.24. 

Deaf-mute Mission. — Congregations: Calvary, Buffalo, $12.00; 
Immanuel, Pittsburgh, 2.00; Redeemer, Detroit, 15.00; Trinity, Flat- 
bush, Brooklyn, 3.00; Our Savior, Cincinnati, 4.00; Pilgrim, Lake- 
wood, O., 2.00. — 7’otal, $38.00. 

Forcign-tongue Mission in U. S.— Congregations: Calvary, Buf- 
falo, $12.00; Immanuel, Pittsburgh, 1.00; Bethany, Chicago, 6.00; 
Emmanuel, Baltimore, 5.20; Our Savior, Cincinnati, 4.00. — Total, 
$28.20. 

General Home Afission. — Congregations: Calvary, Butfalo, 
$35.00; Our Savior, Cincinnati, 6.82; Immanuel, Pittsburgh, 8.00. 
D. M. L., through Rev. R. Koch, Springdale, Ark., 10.00. St. An- 
drew’s Parish School, ete., Detroit, 2.00. — Total, $61.82. 

Immigrant Mission. — Congregations: Calvary, Butfalo, $6.00; 
Our Savior, Cincinnati, 2.00. — Total, $8.00. 

Mission in India. — Congregations: Immanuel, Pittsburgh, $6.00; 
Our Savior, Brooklyn, 10.00; Emmanuel, Baltimore, 15.60; Our Sav- 
ior, Cincinnati, 4.00; Pilgrim, Lakewood, O., 2.00. Sunday-schools: 
Calvary, Buffalo, 10.00; St. Andrew’s, Detroit, 2.00. St. Andrew’s 
Parish School, ete., Detroit, 1.00. — Total, $50.60. 

Indian Mission. — Congregations: Calvary, Buffalo, $12.00; Im- 
manuel, Pittsburgh, 2.00; Redeemer, Detroit, 10.00; Trinity, Flat- 
ao Brooklyn, 2.00. Calvary Sunday-school, Buffalo, 10.00. — Total, 

36.00. 


from Miss Ie. LB. Stiemke, 5.00. — 7'otal, 


Indian Mission (Building Fund).— Vadies’ Aid Societies: Faith, 
Chicago, $25.00; Our Redeemer, St. Louis, 25.00. St. Andrew’s Parish 
School, ete., Detroit, 2.00. Calvary Church, Buffalo, 10.00.— Total, 

2.00. 


$6 
Jewish Mission. — Congregations: Calvary, Buffalo, $6.00; Im- 
manuel, Pittsburgh, .61; Redeemer, Detroit, 10.00; Our Savior, Cin- 
cinnati, 2.00. — 7'otal, $18.61. | 
Negro Mission. — Congregations: 
manuel, Pittsburgh, 6.00; Redeemer, 
bush, Brooklyn, 3.00; Our Redeemer, 
INCinnati, 16.00; Pilgrim, Lakewood, O., 2.00. 


Calvary, Buffalo, $25.00; Im- 
Detroit, 15.00; Trinity, Flat- 
St. Louis, 15.49; Our Savior, 
Sunday-schools: Cal- 


ol 


vary, Buffalo, 10.00; St. Andrew’s, Detroit, 3.00; Pilgrim, St. Louis, 
5.00, St. Andrew’s Parish School, ete. Detroit, 1.00. — Total, 
$101.49. 

Neaf-mute Institute, Detroit. — St. Andrew's Parish School, ete., 
Detroit, $1.00. 

Illinois Industrial School for Boys. — Young People’s Society, 
Church of Our Redeemer, rm $14.53. . : . 

Home for Fechic-minded and Epilcptics, Watertown, Wis. — Con- 
gregations: Mount Olive, Milwaukee, $10.00; Redeemer, Detroit, 
15.00; St. Paul’s, West New York, N.J., 25.00; Our Redeemer, St. 
Louis, 6.50; Grace, Strasburg, [l., 12.35; Christ, Chicago, 10.00. 
Calvary Sunday-school, BulYalo, 5.00. Ladies’ Aid Society, Grace 
Church, St. Louis, 10.00, — 7'otal, $03.85. : 

Home for the Aged, Arlington Heights, Ill. — Bethany Church, 
Chicago, $25.00. : 

Sanitarium at Wheat Ridge, Colo.— Ladies’ Aid Society, St. 
John’s Congregation, Hannibal, Mo., $15.00. Christ Church, Chicago, 
10.00. — 7'olal, $25.00. 

Cily Mission, Chicago. — Bethany Chureh, Chicago, $25.00. 

Cily Mission, Detroit. — St. Andrew's Sunday-school, Detroit, 
$4.00; Parish School, ete., 1.00. — Total, $5.00. 

Eloise Mission, Detroit. — St. Andrew’s Parish School, ete., De- 

troit, $2.00. 
_ City Mission, St. Louis. — Sunday-schools: Grace, St. Louis, 
$5.50; St. John’s, Hannibal, Mo., 9.54. Church of Our Redeemer, St. 
Louis, 38.73. D. M. L., through Rev. R. Koch, Springdale, Ark., 1.80. 
— Total, $55.57. 

City Mission, St. Louis (Building Fund). — Church of Our Re- 
deemer (O. F. Schmitt), St. Louis, 325.00. 

City Mission Social Worker, St. Louis. — Ladies’ *Aid Society, 
Grace Church, St. Louis, $3.00. 
wate Church, Buffalo. — Calvary Sunday-school, Buffalo, 

5.00. 

Children’s Christmas Celebration in Rev. Alston's Church, At- 
lanta, Ga. — Redeemer Chureh, Baltimore, $5.00. 

Bethtchem Orphan Home, Staten Island, N. ¥.—Calvary Sun- 
day-school, BulTalo, $5.00. 

Orphan Home at Des Peres, Jo. — Sunday-schools: Our Re 
deemer, St. Louis, $65.00; Pilgrim, St. Louis, 74.08; St. John’s, 
Hannibal, Mo., 46.84. D. M. L., through Rev. R. Koch, Springdale, 
Ark., 6.00. — Total, $191.92. 

American Lutheran Publicity Bureau.— Calvary Church, ‘Buf- 
falo, $25.00. 

Home-finding Society, Wauwatosa, Wis. — Ladies’ Aid Society, 
Mount Olive Congregation, Milwaukee, $5.00. : 

Lutheran High School, Milwaukee. — Mount Olive Congregation, 
Milwaukee, $19.62. 

Teachers’ College, River Forcst (Household). — Trinity Church, 
Oak Park, IL, $47.26. : . 

Concordia College, Broncville (Houschold).— Trinity Church, 
Platbush, Brooklyn, $10.00. 

Concordia Sfudents’ Association, St. Louis. — Congregations: 
Redeemer, Detroit, $25.00; Bethany, Chicago, 25.00. — Total, $50.00. 

Indigent Students. — Congregations: Pilgrim, Chicago, $25.00; 
Grace, Strasburg, L1]., 40.84. Young People’s Society, Chureh of Our 
Redeemer, Chicago, 25.00. — Total, $90.S4. 

Rev. W. Dale (Lecture Course). — Miss E. Stiemke, Mount Olive 
Congregution, Milwaukee, $5.00. GRAND TOTAL: $4,203.14. 

December 31, 1919. Cuas. H. Detrre, Treas., 

3935 Greer Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


ATLANTIC DISTRICT. 


Reeeived at the Treasury of the Atlantic District during 
eember, 1919: — 
Synodical Treasury, $1,216.93; Synodical Building Fund, 333.20; 
Missions, 4,546.86; Miscellaneous, 4,121.98. — Total, $10,218.97. 
. O. Hl. Restin, Treas. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Central Illinois District during 


December, 1919: — 
Synodical Treasury, $108.96; Synodical Building Fund, 102.45; 
Missions, 1,380.83; Miscellaneous, 1,125.09. — 7'olal, $2,717.33. 
E. C. Beck, Treas. 


EASTERN DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Eastern District during Decem- 
ber, 1919: — 
' Synodical Treasury, $997.00; Synodical Building Fund, 384.62; 


Missions, 3,396.67; Miscellaneous, 3,934.90. — Total, $8,713.90. 
J. P. ScCUAFFER, Treas. 


De- 


NEBRASKA DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Nebraska District during De- 
cember, 1919: — 

Synodical Treasury, $2,838.77; Synodical Building Fund, 899.77; 
Missions, 7,173.49; Miscellaneous, 11,528.99. — Total, $22,441.02. 
A. SCHUELKE, Treas. 
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SOUTHERN WISCONSIN DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Southern Wisconsin District 
from December 16 to 31, 1919: — 
Synodical Treasury, $1,192.05; Synodical Building Fund, 127.67; 
Missions, 1,995.39; Miscellaneous, 3,195.23. — Total, $6,510.34. 
aA. Ross, Treas. 
TEXAS DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Texas District during Novem- 
ber and December, 1919: — 

For Home Mission (Texas District), $11,330.16; Synodical Treas- 
ury, 289.08; Synodical Building Fund, 153.70; Synodical Reports, 
47.00; Texas District Mcssengcer, 15.00; Church Extension Fund 
(Texas District), 319.35; Foreign-tongue Missions, 18.00; Negro Mis- 
sion, $8.35; Deaf-mute Mission, 19.30; Orphanage in New Orleans, 
73.96; General Home Mission, 65.40; General Church Extension Fund, 
15.00; Mission in China, 11.38; Jewish Mission, 7.00; Home for 
Feeble-minded and Epileptics, 20.50; Indian Mission, 45.50; South 
American Mission, 57.56; Mission in India, 6.00; College in New 
Orleans, 2.50; College in Greensboro, N.C., 2.50; Deaf-mute Insti- 
tute, 32.33; Orphanage in Winfield, 147.54; Foreign Mission, 46.61; 
Storm Sufferers in Minnesota, 48.48; Immigrant Mission, 1.00; Stu- 
dents’ Fund, 224.17; Board of Support, 595.11; War Sufferers in 
Europe, 769.00; Conference Fund, 144.46; Mission in Cuba, 1.00; 
Mission in New Zealand, 1.00; for Indebtedness in Mission Treasury, 
187.00; Widows and Orphans, 5.00; Sanitarium at Wheat Ridge, 4.00; 
Denver Sanitarium, 12.14; College at Concordia, Mo., 5.00; for Prop- 
erty Purchase in Winfield, $30.86. — Grand Total, $14,872.31. 

W. C. VoGEL, Treas. 


Acknowledgments. 


Received from N. N., Joplin, Mo., $5.00 for Relief in Concordia, 
and from N. N., Joplin, Mo., 1.00 for Relief in Europe. 
G. HoeRBER, Treas. 


Thanks to the following for contributions to the Relief Fund 
for Sick at Concordia, Mo.: “fA Friend,” Cleveland, O., $10.00; N.N., 
Rockville, Conn., 5.00; Miss A. H., Sheridan, Wyo., 5.00. — May God’s 
blessing rest on givers and gifts! G. MoeELteER, Secy. 
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THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. 


Notice. 

Professor Graebner’s Spiritism, a timely book on the dangers 
and the delusions of Spiritistie doctrines and practises, is now 
offered also in a cloth-bound edition at 90 cents, postpaid. The 
paper-covered edition is still to be had at 60 cents, postpaid. 


CoNncorvDIA PUBLISHING HOUSR, 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Triglot Concordia. 


Don’t overlook the advance subscription date on this momentous 
work. Till noon of January 31, 1920, the cash-in-advance price will 
be $8.25. If you have mislaid your prospectus or never received it, 
send for one. See that your congregation gets the advantage of the 
advance subscription. ConcorDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE, 

St. Louis, Mo. 


Important Notice. 


Kindly consult the address printed on this copy of your 
WITNESS. The bottom line of the address shows when your 
subscription expires. (For instance, ‘‘Dec 20” signifies that 
your subscription expires with the last number in December, 
1920.) If it expires soon, please send your dollar (25 cts. ad- 
ditional in St. Louis, Canada, and foreign countries) to your 
agent or to us in ample time to insure our uninterrupted 
service. It requires normally about two weeks before change 
of expiration date will show on address plates. 

Be sure to mention the paper you desire, and your name 
and address, both new and old, if you desire a change in ad- 
dress. No paper can be mailed by us unless paid in advance, 
and if your renewal is not received before expiration, your 
name will automatically drop from our mailing-list. 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE, St. Louis, Mo. 


Change of Addresses. 


W. G. Albrecht, R.1, Ebenezer, N. Y. 

Th. Andree, 1310 Stanton Ave, New Kensington, Pa. 

L. H. Beto, Box 22, Lena, Ill. 

G. Elbert, 516 W. Sibley St., Hammond, Ind. 

J. E. Elbert, 118 N. Bowman Ave., Danville, Ill. 

R. Heike, Jr., Garden City, Kans. 

EE. Husmann, Havillah, Wash. 

W. Karsten, Farley, Mo. 

G. Kuechle, Jr., 2014 Center St., Milwaukee, Wis. 

Th. Kuehn, 317 Copeland Ave., Glendale, L.I., N. ¥. 

A. G. Mueller, R. 4; Janesville, Minn. 

Rev. J. C. Mueller, Bruederheim, Alta., Can. 

Rev. O. Neumann, 240 Lincoln St., Antigo, Wis. 

Rev. A. R. Sander, R.J, Poole, Nebr. 
EF 
ity 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rey. 


Rey. F. Sattelmeier, 1909 I. Grand Blvd., Detroit, Mich. 
Rev. P. Strege, Ludell, Kans. 

Rev. A. Wagner, 2052 N. Keeler Ave., Chicago, Il. 

A. Dashner, R.1, Bertha, Minn. 

Ix. W. Fremder, 1110 Virginia St., Sioux City, Iowa. 

I. Haase, Seward, Nebr. 

O. Mueller, Jacob, Il. 

E. H. Thuernau, 2310 Benton St., St. Louis, Mo. 








THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


is an omMcial organ of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missourf. Ohfo, 

and Other States. It is published biweekly, and is edited by an Editorial 

Committee consisting of Prof. Th. Graebner and Rey. Martin S. Somer, 

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, $1.00 per annum. In St. Louls, by mall or 
carrier, as well as In Canada and all other foreign countries, $1.25. 
Payable strictly tn advance. 

ALL ARTICLES tintended for publication In the paper should be addressed 
to Rev. M. S. Sommer, 3627 Ohlo Ave., St. Louls, Mo. 

ALL CHURCH NEWS, Announcements, Acknowledgments, Notices, also 
Books for Review, should be sent to Prof. Th. Grnebner, 3618 Texas Ave., 
St. Louls, Mo. 

NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS may begin at any time. ; 

CUANGE OF ADDRESS 1s secured by giving both the new and the old 
address, and that one week before the change !s desired. 

AN AGENT Is desired In every town. Correspondence Invited. 

ADDRESS ALL BUSINESS MATTER to ConconrDIA PUBLISHING HOUSR, 
St. Louls, Mo. 
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Subscription price, $1.00 per annum, payable strictly in advance. 


Entered as second-class matter, December 20, 1911, at the Post Office at St. Louis, Mo., under the Act of March 3, 1879. 
Acceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized on July 5, 1918. 
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Sin’s Baleful Sway, and How <tt Was Broken. 


Words of Luther for Out Own Day. Translated for the 
“Tutheran Witness” by the Rev. Prof. Th. Engelder, 
Springfield, Ill. 


Jesus Christ gave Himself for our sins. — Gal. 1, 4. 


These words show us that our sinus“ are so enormously 
great and of such crushing weight that, if the whole world 
lumped all its goodness and worth, the whole of it would 
not atone for one of them. For what was the price of our 
redemption? It took a treasure beyond price. It cost God 
His only Son. It cost the Son of God tis life. That means 
that all our piety and righteousness, wit), the merit of all the 
saints superadded, could not purge us ofour sins nor prevail 
against them: And so these words, “Who gave Himself for 
our sins,” serve to bring out as strongly as possible the fearful 
power and might of sin. 

The majority of men account themselves as fairly decent 
fellows who have absolutely nothing to fear; they make light. 
of sin —a paltry matter which is not going to hurt anybody; 
and even when sin really does begin to prick the conscience, 
they will not permit such a little thing to bother them. 
“Pshaw,” they will declare, “there is nothing to worry about: 
we shall easily manage this affair; there are various ways of 
doing penance for sin and squaring things with God.” Ah, 
if we only considered the immeasurably great and precious 
ransom that was paid for dur sins! At once we should realize 
that the burden of sin is so great and heavy that it must 
crush the life out of the world. How, then, can they possibly 
pay for them with their endeavors and works, and expiate 
them? Friend, lay this word, “Who gave Himself for our 
sins,” to your heart, study it carnestly and carefully, and 
you will find that this word “sin” carries with it the cternal 
wrath of God together with the power and might of the 
hateful hellish fiend, under whose reign of terror, founded 
on sin, we are in daily peril of our lives, liable at any moment 
to be overtaken by some great disaster. Surely sin is not the 
trivial and paltry thing that blind, secure reason fondly 
fancies it to be. F 

Therefore this passage forces the conclusion upon us that 
all men are the captives of sin, are, as St, Paul declares, Rom. 
7,14, sold under sin, its serfs and slaves, and furthermore, 
ihat sin is a cruel master and tyrant, | earing sway over all 
men on the face of the earth; no.man, | ~ he never so exalted, 
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than this it cannot do. 


ee 


No. 3. 








wise, learned, and powerful, can offer successful resistance. 
Yea, if all men under the wide heavens formed a league against 
this tyrant, not all their might would vanquish him; they 
must all submit to be slaughtered and devoured by him. 
Jesus Christ is the one Mighty One to curb the cruel, in- 
vincible foe. But it cost him dear, the kind Lord; it cost 
Him His hfe. 

On the other hand, this passage yields great and rich 
comfort to all those whose consciences are filled with fear 
and despondency on account of their sins. For though sin, 
as we have seen, is a cruel and invincible tyrant, yet, since 
Christ takes our place, taking upon Himself our sins, sacri- 
ficing Himself on the cross for them, and being doomed as 
one accursed of God, as the greatest sinner that ever lived, 
sin thus loses all claim on Him, all power and authority and 
might, and lies beneath His feet. But this was done for us; 
He, personally, had no need to do this, because He did not 
sin, neither was guile found in His mouth. Is. 53,9; 1 Pet. 
2,22. And so it comes to pass that, when a man believes this 
and joyfully and thankfully accepts it, sin cannot harm, much 
less damn him. For Christ paid dearly enotigh for it; He 
gave Himself for it, and for sin gave him His own innocence 
and righteousness. It is, indeed, not to be denied that by 
way of the flesh sin causes the Christians many a heartache, 
terrifies them, and plunges them into bitter grief; but more 
For when they rally and by faith 
cling to these words: “Jesus Christ gave Himself for our 
sins,” sin loses its terrors, for it is bound and imprisoned, 
and, indeed, already condemned. It is shorn of all real power. 
To the mass of the people, coarse and brutal, all this means 
nothing. The Christians know it somewhat; sin troubles and 
oppresses them, but they get the better of it through faith, 


by virtue of the comfort held out in passages of this kind. 


(IX, 776—778.) 


The Roman Church and Divorce. 


The Church of Rome, through its chief spokesman, has 
lately, in view of the deplorable divorce-record of our country, 
pointed with much pride to the low record of divorce in 
Canada, which is one-half Catholic, and in Ireland, which 
is three-fourths Catholic. Says Cardinal Gibbons, in an 
article published in the Century Magazine: “If magistrates 
and ministers would take the high stand of Catholic priests, 
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refusing to marry any but those they knew never to have 
been married before, the solution of the difficulty would be 
near at hand.” By reason of its stand over against the 
granting of divorces, the Roman Catholic Church is repre- 
sented as the only agent, the only means, for the cure of 
divorce. Jt appears, from the frequent reference to the 
divorce evil, and the emphasis placed on the strict Catholic 
laws regarding marriage, which we note ‘in recent public 
utterances of the Roman clergy, that this is part of the 
well-planned campaign which has for its object the exaltation 
of Romanism, in the opinion of the Amcrican public, as 
a great moral force. And while it may seem uncharitable 
to believe that much of this unctuous praise of the sanctity 
of the married state and the virtuous indignation of the 
Romanists when they discuss the laxity of our laws regarding 
marriage and divorce, is Pharisaic hypocrisy, yet the actual 
position of the Roman Church in this matter, when fully 
recognized, hardly permits of any other conclusion. 


PLAYING ON WORDS. 


It is true, the Roman Church does not recognize tlie 
validity of divorces, not even when granted on grounds of 
adultery or desertion — the grounds established in Scripture. 
Nor will the Church remarry any persons who “are known 
to have been married before.” Yet it’should be remembered 

First, that the Roman Church regards as dissoluble the 
marriages of all unbaptized persons. How this principle 
works out may be observed in an example noted by Bishop 
Doane, of the Protestant Episcopal Church. A young girl, 
a member of the Episcopal Church, against the advice of 
her parents and pastor, obtained a divorce from her husband 
on the ground of desertion. When she found she could not 
be married again in her own Church, she was received into 
the Roman Catholic Church in order thit she might be 
married, as the priest told her she could, nc nu the ground 
of her divorce and desertion, but because he: iusband had 
never been baptized, and therefore the marriage was null 
and void. Note well, the priest did not recognize the divorce 
as being valid; he simply declared that there had been no 
previous marriage! 

The case grows more complicated stil! when we remem- 
ber the very doubtful attitude of the Roman, clergy regarding 
the validity of baptisms administered by Protestants. The 
Council of Trent decided that all baptisms are invalid when 
performed by any one, even by a Roman Catholic priest, 
who did not have, at the time when he administered the 
baptism, “the intention of doing what his Church does.” 
Outward performance is not sufficient; there must be in- 
tention, on the part of the officiating person, “to do what 
his Church does.” Once let it be shown that a person has 
not been properly baptized, and any one divorced from such 
a person can be remarried in the Catholic Church, not by 
reason of the ‘divorce, but because the other party was “un- 
baptized” and hence could not contract a marriage which 
the Roman Church feels obliged to recognize. 


A WIDE CHOICE. 


Secondly, it can be shown that the Roman Catholic law 
provides more excuses for the severance of the marriage-tie 
(by annulment) than can be found in the statutes of the 
worst of our States. We refer to the “diriment impediments,” 
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or grounds for annulment of marriage. The Roman Church 
teaches that a marriage must be declared null and void if any 
of these “diriment impediments” are known to have existed 
at the time when the parties entered into marriage. You 
will find statements in recent Catholic literature on ‘the 
subject that these grounds for dissolution of the marriage-tie 
are “only” fifteen in number. An examination of such Roman 
Catholic authorities as J. P. Gury and H. Busenbaum reveals 
the fact that, while the law of impediments makes mention 
of only fifteen, the official interpretation of the law really 
opens up more opportunity for remarriage during the life- 
time of the former husband or wife than are dreamed of 
in our Protestant theology or in our legislatures. A marriage 
is declared null and void: if one of the parties is under 
clerical vows of “chastity” — of entering holy orders (mon- 
astery, convent); if the parties are even so remotely related 
as third cousins; if the marriage has not been celebrated 
in the presence of the parish priest and two witnesses; if 
it is discovered that one of the parties has stood sponsor 
at the other’s baptism; if one party is the child or the 
adopted child of the other party. There are impediments 
of affinity (relationship by marriage); of crime (adultery, 
murder) ; of error, as when one person is taken for another; 
of difference in religious belief; of age.. The point is not 
whether any of these grounds for declaring a marriage void 
are in themselves reasonable and just. The point is that 
the Roman Church, while declaring that its priests “refuse 
to marry any but those they know never to have been married 
before,” recognizes many reasons for declaring that there has 
been no previous marriage. The section on “impediments 
to marriage” in Gury’s Jforal Theology covers thirty pages, 
and a reading of it leaves the one question uppermost in 
one’s mind: How, in view of such teachings and practise, 
can the Roman Church lay claim to being the one protector 
of the sacredness of the marriage-tie? Any one seeking to 


_get rid of an unhappy marriage may here find an almost 


embarrassing selection’of reasons and excuses for securing 
a church-decree of annulment. 


DISPENSATIONS. 


However great the number of grounds for declaring 
a marriage void, the Pope has power to dispense from them 
all. In some urgent.cases, especially when the impediment 
has been discovered after the marriage has been contracted, 
the bishop may grant a dispensation, that is to say, may 
declare the marriage valid. The law requires, indeed, that 
“good and sufficient” reasons must be given for petitioning 
for such dispensation; but there is no undue harshness on 
this point; one gains the impression that it finally depends 
on obtaining the good will of the bishop, by some means 
or other, in order to obtain a decree declaring the marriage 
lawful in spite of impediments. If a woman is twenty-four 
years of age, she may plead “advanced age,” or may plead 
“danger of scandal”; also: “merits earned of the Church”; 
also: a difficulty of finding another suitable wife or husband 
in one’s. locality (!). The reader will note that we here 
have the other extreme: No impediment but can be removed, 
and the marriage pronounced valid, by the Church, once its 
good will has been obtained. There is indeed a restriction: 
“No one, not even the Pope, can dispense from the obstacle 
which consists in an existing valid betrothal’”; but the 
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clause is added: “If the demands of strict justice are to be 
observed.” It finally depends on the good will of the Pope 
whether even a valid engagement shall be broken in order 
that the petitioner may be free to marry another. ‘The 
doctrine of the Roman Church that the Pope is the supreme 
arbiter in all things, spiritual and temporal, nay, is the 
embodiment of all law, is here seen in its bearings upon 
the realities of human life. And even our youthful readers 
should begin to understand what we mean when we speak 
of the “spiritual tyranny” which ue Church of Rome exer- 
cises over its adherents. G. 


The Home Influence. 


A Brooklyn preacher, in the course of a sermon on the 
Sunday-school and the religious education of the child, as 
reported in the press, had this to say RegerOnig the example 
of the parents: — 

“And now just a word in regard to parents: What 
effects can Scriptural truth taught during a half-hour. on 
Sunday have except the impression of that truth be main- 
tained and strengthened by parental instruction and example 
during the week? Is it any wonder that a tender plant 
droops and dies when it is seldom watered? It is as little 
wonderful that the children should continue unbelieving and 
impenitent when they but once a week come under the in- 
fluence of religious instruction. There is a fable which says 
that it was a source of much worriment to some fish to see 
lobsters swimming backward instead of forward. They there- 
fore called a meeting and decided to open a school for their 
instruction. This was done, and a number of young lobsters 
tame. The fish argued that if they began with the young, 
as they grew older, they would not only learn to swim aright, 
but would continue to do so. At first they did very well, but 
afterward, when they returned home, and saw their fathers 
and mothers swimming in the old way, they soon forgot their 
lessons. So may children, well taught in the Sunday-school, 
be forced backward by a bad home example. 

“Remember that when the blacksmith shapes a horse- 
shoe, he does it while it is hot, for every moment’s delay 


makes the iron less malleable. The sculptor molding a beauti-’ 


ful figure in wax or clay works while the material is plastic, 
for it will shortly harden. And if we are to stamp the image 
of Christ upon a child’s soul, it must be done in the early, 
plastic, and susceptible years that it may grow in wisdom 
and knowledge and in favor with God and man.’ 

The home environment and example counts for much 
in the religious education of the child.. It can nullify every 
effort which teacher or pastor may make in the Sunday-school 
or the day-school. To the parents belongs the first respon- 
sibility for the Christian education of their children. Parents 
too readily forget this. G. IE. HAGEMAN. 


Central Illinois District Synod. 


The Central Illinois District convened this year from 
October 8 to 14 at Peoria, Ill. The sessions were held in 
Christ Church (Rev. W. J. H. C. Grother). 

In the opening service the Rev. F. Pfotenhauer, of Chi- 
cago, President of the General Body, delivered a most edifying 
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sermon. In the afternoon session of the first day the Pres- 
ident of the District, the Rev. W. Heyne, of Decatur, prefaced 
his annual report with an address on the great prerogatives 
and the glorious duties of the Christians. Roll-call showed 
that approximately 200 pastors, teachers, and delegates were 
present. 


The greater part of the morning sessions was devoted to 
doctrinal discussions, led by the venerable Rev. G. P. A. 
Schaaf, of Dieterich, Ill. The Sixth Article of the Augsburg 
Confession furnished the subject: “New Obedience, or Good 
Works.” The aged pastor, who is about to retire from his 
active ministerial labors, was tendered a rising vote of thanks 
for his painstaking labor in preparing this essay at such an 
advanced age. 

From the extensive report of President Pfotenhauer we 
glean the following: Our higher institutions of learning are 
in a flourishing condition. Home-missions, though seriously 
hampered for a time by adverse language legislation and by 
the epidemic, have progressed in such a manner that we are 
again brought face to face with the fact that “the harvest 
truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few.” The work among 
“the Last of the Mohicans,” the Stockbridge Indians, needs 
the warm support of all our Christians. Though our brethren 
in the South American mission-ficlds have been hampered by 
conditions brought on by the war, they have nevertheless ex- 
tended their work and are now carrying on mission-work in 
the Portuguese language. These efforts have been signally 
blessed, one school having enrolled approximately 200 pupils, 
who are now being taught the way to salvation. Our mission 
in China is progressing nicely, three new missionaries having 
been added to the force already in the field. Our East India 
mission-ficlds stand in urgent need of a greater number of 
missionaries. 3) 

On Fr’ -y morning Synod celebrated the twenty-fifth 
anniversary sf our mission in East India, the Rev. F. Brand, 
Vice-President of the General Body, delivering the address. 


The District Mission Board reported a successful year 
in the missions carried on within the borders of our 
District. Synod elected two additional members to this 
Board: the Revs. E. Berthold, of Danville, and W. Grother, 
of Peoria. ' 


The Rev. Prof. R. D. Biedermann, President of Con- 
cordia Seminary at Springfield, informed Synod that the 
much-needed Isolation Hospital had been completed, but was 
still lacking the necessary furniture. He also called attention 
to the fact that the curriculum of this institution had been 
enlarged, so that the candidates entering the ministry would 
in future be enabled to procure certificates for teaching 
elementary schools. Incidentally, this will raise the Pro- 
seminary to the standard of a high school and add to the 
Seminary certain features of a normal course. 


A vote of thanks was extended to both our congregations 
at Peoria and their pastors for showing such unexcelled hos- 
pitality at a time when all prices are going skyward. May 
the Lord shower His choicest blessings upon them for this 
“good work” | ‘ 

Truly, the Lord hath done great things for us, whereof 
we are glad. May He be with us in the future as He has 
been in the past! R. NEITZEL. 
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Budget of the General Synod for 1920. 


Tn this issue of the LurHERAN WitNeEss the reader will 
find the report of our esteemed Treasurer for the year 1919. 
It shows that our dear Lord has again rendered many hearts 
willing to contribute richly toward the various treasuries of 
our Synod. 

The condition of our mission treasuries is normal, while 
on the other hand our Synodical Treasury must again be 
closed with a deficit. Our worthy Treasurer writes in a 
letter to me: “On the whole, the treasuries stand well, ex- 
cepting our poor Synodical Treasury. Strange that a Synod 
which so liberally supports all else provides for its house- 
hold so sparingly.” 

The undersigned will take the privilege to communicate 
in the near future, through the WITNEss, in an open letter, 
with our congregations in behalf of the Synodical Treasury. 

It is to be hoped that soon all our congregations will 
learn to consider the needs of our Synod when fixing their 
budget, so that the necessary moneys will flow systematically 
into the Synodical Treasury. The budget for 1920 is as 


follows : — 
Required 1920, Per capita. 

Synodical Treasury ...........--. $160000.00 $ .27 
Birding FW css sss ss eormenes 75000.00 13 
Haine DTBSIGNE neice 0's ses ses seine 60000.00 10 
Foreign Missions ........... tascas 42000.00 07 
South American Mission ......... 40000.00 07 
Deaf-mute Mission’............-. 15000.00 .03 
Indian Mission ...e.ssiscescones 5000.00 _ 01 
Jewish Mission .........eeeceees Ample Balance .00 
Foreign-tongue Missions ......... 8500.00 02 
Immigrant Mission ............+- Ample Balance .00 
Ching: DAWSIOR cus. 0s ne weemeves 36000.00 ‘ 

Negro Mission ......sssseeeeeees 65000.00 J 
SP DGEE, waccamewd Sas oe f eneaeeRs 125000.00 22 


The budget takes into account the present deficit and 


surplus in the several treasuries. 

50 per cent. of the numbers of the budget is the semi- 
annual budget, which Synod has resolved should be issued 
by its General President. ; 

The figures showing the amount per capita are given to 
convenience the congregations in fixing their share. It js, 
of course, understood that many congregations will and must 
exceed their quota. By this time the visitors will undoubt- 
edly have informed their congregations in regard to their 
portion of the 1920 budget. 

It might be remarked that the budget covers only the 
needs of the General Synod, and not those of the 23 Districts. 
Chicago, Ill., January 24, 1920. I’, PFoTENHAUER. 

President of General Synod. 





Editorial. 


Hindrances to Church Growth. 


Presbyterians are asking the question: “Why have we not 
sustained our own former rate of increase?” The Presby- 
terian, one of their own official organs, calls attention to the 
fact that many vears ago, when Presbyterians had a long 
history, the Lutheran Church, for instance, was merely in its 
infancy; and yet to-day Lutheran bodies in our country re- 
port 2,460,937 members while all the Presbyterian churches 
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report but 2,228,579. The editor mentions a number of 
causes which he believes to have been operative in hampering 
the growth of his Church: — | 

1. “The constant agitation of organic union tends to 
give the fecling that the Church doubts her specific mission 
and fears her own exhaustion, and therefore seeks affiliation 
of strength and sccurity. No body seemingly so doubtful 
regarding itself can be attractive.” 

2. “There is now a tendency to magnify the physical 
interests of men over the intellectual and spiritual life.” 

3. “In certain parts and congregations of the Church, 
catholicity has gone to seed, and been carried to the extreme, 
and they are fellowshiping with those who deny the Bible 
and the deity and divine work and teachings of our Lord.” 

4. “We have very greatly weakened our emphasis and 
value of Christian education. We still have a number of 
Christian colleges, but they are poorly supported, and our 
people are inclined to send their youth to State or non- 
evangelical institutions, with the result that they return 
unbelievers, and are lost to the Church.” 

5. “Our family life has been very greatly reduced and 
neglected, causing a decrease of the growth of the Church 
from within itself.” 

6. “Our greatest defection is in the seminaries.... Some 
of our seminaries give out German poison gas, and the Church 
has not restrained them. The Church is still outspoken in 
her loyalty to the Bible, but some of these seminaries seek 
its destruction, and the Church acquiesces in silence.” 

In another issue of the same paper we read: “It is 
almost criminal to bring a boy or girl into the Church 
without some definite instruction, and yet very few classes 
are conducted for the children before they come into the 
Church.” 

Let us carefully note in this connection that the very 
things which the Presbyterian mentions as hindrances to 
Church growth are, in several instances, the identical things 
which are practised with the hope of increasing the member- 
ship of the Church. Begin with the last point of admitting 
into church-membership those who have received little or no 
instruction. * Why is this done but to hurry growth in mem- 
bership? — The chief argument in favor of unionism is this, 
that by external union we shall have larger church-bodies, 
and the so-called liberal or broad-church men claim that they 
are Jetting down the bars in order to increase the chureh- 
membership by the accession of all fair-minded Jovers of 
rightcousness. These are the theories. But how do they 
all work out in practise? ‘he experiment has been tried 
again and again, it is being tried to-day. At times there 
seems to he a temporary success which strengthens the de- 
lusion, but in due time the results are just those which the 
Presbyterian points out. 

_ Our reason for continuing steadfastly in the apostles’ 
doctrine and for antagonizing uncompromisingly all vicious 
tendencies of the times (unionism, lodgism, liberalism) is the 
express command and instruction of our Lord and Master, 
be the results what they may be; but it is reassuring to the 
children of God when they see that happen which the Lord 
has foretold. Asaph, who walked in God’s ways, was troubled 
at times when he “saw the prosperity of the wicked,” but he 
was revived and strengthened when he noted that they who 
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deviate from God’s Word are sct in slippery places, and are 
cast down into destruction, and are brought to desolation in 
a moment. Ps. 73. . 

God has graciously preserved our Synod from some of 
these destructive elements, and yet we have among us also 
many who do not appreciate the value of Christian education, 
and others who suffer from the influence of unionistic ten- 
dencies, while family devotion and Christian home-life. are 
not what they ought to be. Let us keep in mind that there 
is no standing still in these matters. We must either improve 
or deteriorate. Every one of us must watch and pray that 
the talent which God has given us may not only be retained, 
but also increased. This is not the time for an easy, apathetic 
optimism, which is satisfied to congratulate itself upon past 
achievements and to sleep quietly upon the blessings which 
still remain. ‘This is the time to do our utmost with the 
spiritual gifts and advantages which God has bestowed 
upon us. S. 


Dr. H. H. Succop, pastor emeritus of St. Johannis 
Church, Chicago, passed to his eternal reward on Christmas 
Eve, December 24, 1919. His death closes a-career full of labors, 
honors, and trials, a life of faithful and fruitful service in the 
vineyard of the Lord. Dr. Succop was a man of fine attain- 
ments, penetrating powers of intellect, and close knowledge of 
human nature; his judgment was always sound, his advice 
sought by many outside his city and State, his sermons full 
of meat and always adapted to his audience, his addresses at 
synodical meetings full of wisdom, and frequently spiced with 
a delicate humor. He was a man deeply versed in the Holy 
Scriptures, in Luther, and in the Fathers of our Church. Above 
all, he was a humble Christian, his heart filled with love of 
fellow-man, a true pastor and shepherd of his flock. | 

It is such men as Dr. Succop that have, by the grace of 
God, made our Synod what she is to-day. Men devoted to the 
cause of the Gospel, unflinching in their stand for sound Lu- 
theran practise, swayed from the path of duty neither by a re- 
gard for persons nor by the fear of rousing hostility. Dr. Succop 
was not a man who cut a great figure in public life; he was 
too busy and he was too good a Lutheran to court publicity for 
his person. His name did not head civic committees, nor did 
he seek the lime-light that strikes upon’ the public forum. His 
life was devoted to a single task — the preaching of the Gospel 
and ministration to the souls of his parish. There all his in- 
terests centered. Even the large tasks which he performed in 
various synodical positions were to him always secondary; he 
was, first of all, pastor of St. Johannis. 

Tf in these evil days we look with happy assurance into the 
future, it is because God has given our Church so signal a proof 
of His loving-kindness as the pastors and teachers who serve 
Him in His Church with such faithfulness and devotion as 
Dr. Succop. They have not all such wide fields for their en- 
deavors as were granted to this great churchman, but each 
doing his duty according to his ability, each serving faithfully 
in his own field, has made our Synod what she is to-day. G. 


Has the Lutheran Church Been Asleep? — “The Ameri- 
can Lutheran Church, the ‘sleeping giant,’ is awaking to her 
wonderful possibilities,” says a correspondent in The Lutheran 
January 1. “The Lutheran Church of this country is of 
tremendous power, but has been sitting too quietly in the back- 
ground, half asleep. If we can wake her up to her great 
responsibility, — and she is waking up, — she will stir the con- 
tinent,” said the same paper August 14, 1919. We could quote 
other expressions of the same tenor. They stress the missionary 
opportunity of the Lutheran Church, and refer to certain large 
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movements in which Lutherans have lately been active. How- 
ever, while freely conceding that our Church must be wide 
awake to every opportunity which is offered for missionary and 
benevolent work along Scriptural lines, we believe that it is 
singularly inapt to speak of American Lutherans as though 
they had been asleep in the past. The following paragraph, 
which we translate from Die Wachende Kirche (Buffalo Synod), 
is very much to the point: — 

“One can scarcely take up a church-paper without meeting 
the suggestion that it is high time that the Lutheran Church 
awake from her sleep or half-sleep. Unripe students as well as 
men who ought to have better judgment feel themselves called 
upon to raise a sentincl voice in order to awaken a Church, now 
asleep almost a hundred years, to recognize her opportunities 
and employ her dormant powers in the sense of her Founder. 
This sounds very conscientious and loyal. Are such ringing 
alarms needed? Tlas the Church really spent her days half 
asleep? Whoever thinks so ought to rub the sleep from his eyes 
and regard his Church with wide-awake perceptions. If the 
Church of the future does as well in proportion to her strength 
as she did in the past seventy-five years, we may be well satisfied 
and profoundly grateful. When one considers that the Lutheran 
Church in the past seventy-five years had to establish her posi- 
tion in the face of American sectarianism and in conflict with 
a Lutheranism falsely so called of the East; that most of our 
people were poor immigrants; that in spite of conflicts and 
poverty we have not only built churches and schools, but also 
seminaries, orphanages, old people’s homes, and hospitals, — the 
eall, “Wake up!’ is, to say the least, quite inappropriate. For 
— when have the Synods of Missouri, of. Ohio, of Iowa, of Wis- 
consin, the Swedes, and the Norwegians built their splendid 
institutions? When have ‘the smaller bodies erected their pro- 
portionately more modest structures? All this has happened in 
the past seventy-five years. Looking back to these achievements, 
our Church need not apologize. She is not a Church of sec- 
ondary rank. If her labors and sacrifices of the past seventy-five 
years are the result of a half-sleep, we could only wish that she 
remain in that condition. Then we need not worry about the 
future. 

“No, the Lutheran Church ts not sleeping. The vital forces 
working within her ever assert themselves according to the time 
and the occasion. This ought to be remembered when forming 
judgments concerning her activity.” G. 


All Lutherans United? — In the Lutheran Companion 
(Swedish) of December 27, 1919, we read the following: “Be- 
fore the war we [the Lutheran Church] were divided in national 
groups. We are now united in the National Lutheran Council.” 
This is strange news, and we do not understand how it could 
slip into the Swedish Synod’s organ. The National Lutheran 
Council is a free organization, in which, unless we are mistaken, 
only the Merger Synod members officially represent their body. 
The representatives of the Norwegians, Swedes, Ohio Synod, 
and Iowa Synod are acting each on his own cognizance. To say 
that “the Lutheran Church is now united” furthermore ignores 
the fact that the largest body of Lutherans in the world, the 
Synodical Conference (Missouri-Wisconsin) is not_represented 
in the Council. In other words, not all Lutherans, by a good 
deal, are in the National Council, and those represented in it 
are not united. : 

If the actions of the National Lutheran Council commis- 
sioners in Poland and France, as described by Dr. Reu of the 
Iowa Synod, did not suflice to prove the wisdom of refusing any 
responsibility for the National Lutheran Council, the recent 
“Christmas-message” of that body to the churches will suffice. 
Aside from a strangely un-Lutheran ring in many of its phrases, 
the program there set forth for the Church culminates in the 
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statement that we must proclaim the fatherhood of God and 
the brotherhood of man as “verities which must govern all 
programs and policies that aim at the permanent betterment of 
human society.” We have read this statement in sectarian 
papers several hundred times, and were able to harmonize it 
with its surroundings there. But how does it harmonize with 
a non-Calvinistic conception of the Church as related to society ? 
The words sound as if they meant something; but if they mean 
more than “organizing human society according to the law of 
Christ,” what do they mean? And that is Ritschlianism, the 
New Theology. G. 

Making Synodical Resolutions Effective. — The com- 
plaint is often heard that resolutions of Synod are not supported 
by the congregations and hence remain a dead letter. This ap- 
plies to District as well as Delegate Synod resolutions. The 
result is lack of coordination, a shortage of funds and a retarda- 
tion of the work generally. Something of the same kind was 
prevalent in our sister Synod of Wisconsin, Minnesota, and 
Other States, and it is interesting to note how this Synod en- 
deavors to bring its resolutions to the congregations, and not 
only bring them there, but secure wholehearted congregational 
support. 

It seems that in the various conference districts both the 
pastors and the laymen who represented the congregations as 
delegates at the synodicél meeting, gather for a discussion of 
the synodical resolutions and for the formulation of a plan to 
make them effective. The Gemeindeblatt reports 1 meeting of 
this nuture held at Marinette, Wis., October 7, 1919. The 
synodical resolutions on Indian Mission, Home Mission, Sal- 
aries of Teachers and Ministers, Securing Students for the 
Colleges, and many other subjects were discussed by laymen and 
pastors, and each representative went home with clarified ideas 
concerning the most urgent needs of the kingdom of God. 

At a similar meeting reported in The Northwestern Lu- 
theran, the following resolution was adopted: “In order to 
create greater interest in our congregations for the furtherance 
of God’s kingdom, it was resolved that a meeting of the entire 
congregation be held about once or twice a year to discuss topics 
pertaining to the upbuilding and spreading of God’s kingdom; 
that every congregation establish a fund for the support of 
a student: that every effort be made to win at least one student 
in every congregation; that congregations pay their pastors and 
teachers a salary that is adequate to the present high cost of 
living; that the booklet published in commemoration of the 
twenty-fifth aniversary of Indian Mission be solicited in every 
congregation.” 

It is hoped that the Wisconsin church-papers will report 
upon the success of these meetings as soon as tangible results 
have been secured. The merits of such post-synodical meetings 
are too evident to require discussion. 

The Blessings of Separation. — In one of the ivtiales of 
the jubilee number of Der Lutheraner the esteemed President 
of our Synod refers to the fact that many of the pastors in 
the early days of our Synod were called to so-called “union” 
congregations. These congregations consisted of Lutherans, Re- 
formed; Evangelicals, and Free Protestants. To instruct the 
Lutherans in these congregations in their distinctive doctrines, 
and to advise them to separate themselves from errorists and to 
establish their own churches, was no easy matter. The pastor 
who undertook to do this seemed to stir up hatred and strife 
where all appeared to be at peace. At best, he brought upon 
himself opposition, aye, hatred and persecution. And yet those 
men, poor as they were themselves, with the few poor Lutheran 
settlers, had the courage to pursue just this course in obedience 
to the Word of their Master: “Come out from among them, 
and be ye separate!” 
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According to human calculation, they faced hatred, ruin, 
and persecution. They had nothing else to cling to than the 
Word of God, wherein God promised to be a Father to them 
and to deal with them as with His dear children. But by faith 
in this divine promise those Lutheran pioneers refused the 
plenty and peace of unionism, and chose rather to suffer poverty, 
affliction, and persecution with the faithful few than to enjoy 
the ease of indifference for a season. They estcemed the re- 
proach of Christ greater riches than the plaudits of the mul- 
titude and the temporal comforts of disloyalty. 

We to-day can scarcely realize what those poor men endured 
in their log huts, their bodies shaken with disease, poverty facing 
them in the home, persecution and enmity without. What 
prayers ascended from those parsonages, what ‘inward struggles 
were endured by the men and women who decades ago thus 
devoted themselves to the upbuilding of the Lutheran Zion in 
our country! They did it to win for themselves and for us : 
congregations where God’s Word might be taught in its truth 
and purity. And how richly did God bless their efforts and 
their sacrifices, and how graciously did He hear their prayers! 


“Churches, schools, periodicals, institutions, colleges, and sem- 


inaries have grown up from their labors, and, most important 
of all, in all of them the pure gold of God’s blessed truth is 
given to all who come. In all these churches tho Law, free 
indeed from man-made tortures of conscience, but, nevertheless, 
in all its severity and clearness, warns every sinner everywhere 
that God is a jealous God and will certainly visit the iniquity 
of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth 
generation of them that hate Him. But, above all, in all of 
these churches the Gospel, in all its purity and heavenly bright- 
ness, shines with a full salvation, as complete as when Jesus 
preached here upon this earth, as powerful as it came from the 
lips of John the Baptist, as full of saving grace as it issued 
from the mouth of Peter on Pentecost Day, as strong to save 
unto the uttermost as it was delivered by the chief of the 
Apostles, Paul, and as clear and enlightening as it was pro- 
claimed by that fearless champion of righteousness, Martin 
Luther. Indeed, others have labored, and we have entered into 
their labors, and to us there comes the voice which sounds down 
the ages: “O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy 
trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of 
science falsely so called.” 1 Tim. 6, 20. 

This separation from orrorists cost our fathers dear, but 


~ to us it has been an inestimable blessing. How small and in- 


significant, in most cases, are the sacrifices which we ‘make in 
order to retain what we have when compared with those which 
were required of our fathers in acquiring it. How inexcusable 
is our conduct if we neglect to do our duty in preserving what 
has come to us almost without any effort on our part! S. 


The Interchurch World Movement.— The Interchurch 
World Movement of North America-has been defined in a Mcth- 
odist paper as “a practical amalgamation of the Protestant 
forces of America for the purpose of world evangelism.” The 
purpose of the movement is to unite the Protestant churches 
of North America for work at home and abroad. The feature 
now under way is an exhaustive survey of home and foreign 
mission work. An attempt is made to obtain a summary of 
the facts relating to the religious condition of every county of 
the United States as to its churches, their finances, membership, 
families without pastoral oversight, whether there is a resident 
pastor, etc. While participation in this task of gathering sta- 
tistics may not necessarily involve participation in tho move- 
ment as such or religious fellowship with others engaged in 
the same task, the movement itself is indeed a unionistic alliance 
for work in grandiose style, aiming at a nnification of all 
churches for missionary work. Once of tho leaders of the move- 
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ment, Mr. Fred B. Smith, has declared the chicf handicap of 
religion to be the fact that “our denominational process is not 
scientific.” Of course, tho denominations differ in doctrine, 
but, says Mr. Smith, “the unification may be undertaken now; 
the details of adjusting doctrinal differences worked out later.” 
In other words, hang doctrinal differences, — get together! 

We havo been unable to discover who is furnishing the 
money for this movement. Five entire floors in a large down- 
town building of New York have been leased for the movement 
for ten years at a total rental of $3,500,000. Ivery one knows 
that no such contract can be signed unless very rich men 
guaranteed the payment of this enormous sum. Who are these 
men? Why are they financing this movement? 

Not all Protestant denominations have agreed to cooperate. 
Some have given their support with definite limits of coopera- 
tion, taking part only in the survey and publicity work, but not 
in tho financial campaign which is to follow the preliminary 
work. Others have definitely refused to cooperate. The Southern 
Baptists have declined representation because “mass formations 
in religion under a centralized direction have always proven 
cumbrous and hurtful, inefficient, confusing, and wasteful. Bap- 
tists have their own organizations for conducting their work 
both better and cheaper than can be done for us by any extra- 
denominational agency.” 

The United Presbyterian approves of an article which had 
appeared in The Presbyterian, and which warned against 
“Menacing Movements”: “Instead of turning to God in re- 
pentance, the proposal is made to launch another man-made 
scheme.” The Presbyterian Banner said: “We do not know 
enough of the resources of this movement to expréss any judg- 
ment, except to say that whoever is incurring these obligations 
should be sure that the resources warrant such expenditure. 
If there are rich men who, as individuals, are willing to under- 
write these expenses because of their interest and confidence in 
the movement, no one can object [? ], but it should be understood 
that the churches as churches have not authorized so large 
expenditures and obligations.” The Laslern Methodist says: 
“The less the Methodist Church has to do with this movement, 
the better. She has more than a plenty of her own matters on 
hand that demand the greatest wisdom and zeal that she can 
well administer. The movement is a great big, expensive, and 
demoralizing machine, beyond the control of the churches, as 
such, with an army of highly paid officials, who are a law unto 
themselves, the while they arrogate to themselves authority with 
which they have never been legally invested.” More recently 
The Presbyterian said: “The Protestant Church provides in- 
telligent ministers and workers, and therefore a large, expensive 
central organization, with large sums at its disposal, is not 
necessary. Such an organization only confiscates the funds and 
functions of tho regular church agencies. ... The Interchurch 
World Movement is in the hands of a few leaders, without the 
support of a united constituency. Any organization which be- 
comes a machine to manage the whole Protestant work of the 
world can hardly avoid breaking down of its own weight.” 

So far no Lutheran Synod is identified with the movement, 
and all comment in the Lutheran press has been adverse. And 
it is very significant that full cooperation has been pledged 
only by churches which are honeycombed with rationalism and 
unbelief, while the Churches that in a measure remain loyal 
to the Gospel have withheld official approval. G. 


Breaking the First Amendment to Enforce the Eight- 
eenth.—JIn a letter dated January 5, 1920, and addressed to 
all American clergymen, Mr. Daniel O. Roper, Commissioner of 
Internal Revenue, Washington, appeals to the clergy for support 
in enforcing the Prohibition Amendment. Reference is made to 
“the pleas made by clergymen throughout the United States for 
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years, urging that the Government ‘sever its partnership with 
the liquor business.’” Now that Prohibition is an actual fact, 
the cause of law and order demands that the Jaw be enforeed. 
And in order that this may be done, the clergy is appealed to 
“for the creation of a clear, strong public support for the en- 
forcement of law.” To this end the pastors are to issue a “ring- 
ing challenge to the moral sense of their church-members.” 

We hold that Mr. Roper has been ill advised when he com- 
posed this letter to the clergy. He does not appear to be aware 
of the fact that thousands of preachers, — not Lutherans only, 
but also Episcopalians and others, — have kept aloof from the 
Prohibition hysteria, not only because they held this legislation 
to be unwise, but especially because they believe that the Church 
must keep out of politics, and not endeavor to make its own 
code of morals the law of the land, to be enforced by constables, 
sheriffs, secret-service men, and the police. It is bad enough 
that Mr. Roper feels himself called upon to remind the preachers 
of their moral duties; but Mr. Roper goes even farther than 
this. He actually suggests to the preachers that they have com- 
mittees appointed in their congregations “to receive all com- 
plaints of violations of law, and lodge such complaints. together 
with the evidence obtained, with the proper authorities.” These 
committees are to assist Federal, State, and County officers in 
enforcing the law. 

It is clear that Mr. Roper completely misunderstands the 
function of the Christian Church and of Christian cougre- 
gations. That the political activity of the Reformed Churches 
has given him cause so to misconstrue the task of the Church 
is little to the point; as a matter of fact, he does misconstrue it. 
Let us say for his information that it is indeed the duty of 
pastors to urge upon their membership compliance with law, 
(though it is not the function’ of government officials to in- 
struct them in this duty,) but the business of the Church ends 
in the matter when that is done. It is not an agency of gov- 
ernment. When government officials in the State of Minnesota 
called upon our pastors as such, “in agreement with the Lu- 
theran Catechism,” to remind their membership that it is their 
duty to support government war measures, we protested to 
Washington and received an apology. But this is worse. Here 
the Churches are asked to organize committees to function as 
an arm of government,—they are to make formal complaints 
against law-breakers. If against traders in alcoholic drink, then 
why not against dealers in unmarked oleomargarine, and against 
government inspectors who pass tainted meat? Where will this 
sort of thing end? In a state governed according to Calvin. 
Mr. Roper’s letter was tactless, impertinent, and an offense 
against the very spirit of American institutions, which are built 
on the separation of Church and State. 

Lutherans are law-abiding. They will feel in conscience 
bound strictly to obey the law which prohibits the manufacture 
and sale of liquor. But their preachers did not act on the 
suggestion of the Federation of Churches (supported by 
Mr. Roper in another letter) that January 18 be observed as 
“Law and Order Sunday.” They did not preach Prohibition. 
The gospel for the day was “Christ Changing Water into Wine.” 

G. 


Politicians and Preachers.— The press reports the fol- 
lowing : — 

“The need of more active participation of the churches of 
St. Louis in city politics was the subject of an address by Judge 
George E. Mix before the Board of Religious Organizations. 

“Politics, as he defined it, is merely government in opera- 
tion, and tho churches are failing, he said, to help the Govern- 
ment function to the greatest advantage. 

“Oases which come before the city courts he divided into 
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three general classes — neighborhood rows, domestic troubles, 
and juvenile cases. 

“Tn each classification the courts could carry on construc- 
tive work better in repairing social damage if ministers and 
church people were ready to lend a hand, he asserted. The 
first step he recommended was the appointment of three more 
trained social workers to carry on follow-up .work on city 
court cases. 

“We need religious, but not denominational assistance in 
helping people adjust their differences,’ he said. “The saloon 
has gone, but unless the churches open their empty buildings 
to furnish community centers to take its place, much of the 
advantage of prohibition will be lost. It is not enough to take 
away the evil, you must put some constructive good in its place.’ 

“To meet the present need, Judge Mix described how he 
would have every church-basement in the city fitted up with 
pool and billiard tables, soft drink bars, and with lights and 
musi¢e every night in the week.” 

We have commented on this and similar appeals, but more 
remains to be said. In some of these remarks of politicians to 
the churches we may detect a note of irritation. The politicians 
have felt the influence of the preachers in such issues as pro- 
hibition and the League of Nations. They are smarting under 
the Jash of many a pulpit delivery, and they are going to get 
back at the preachers by preaching to them what they ought 
_to do in their churches. It is the old story of Pope and Emperor 
under other names. Changing the label on a bottle of poison 
does not neutralize the contents. 

Neither these preachers nor these politicians have learned 
much from the endless quarrels between statesmen and-church- 
men in the past. The Lutheran Church has no message to the 
government on the subject of? prohibition or the League of 
Nations, and the Lutheran Church is not in need of advice 
from any politician. We have an all-wise Adviser, and He has 
told us exactly what to do: “And Jesus came and spake unto 
them, saying, All power is given unto Me in heaven and in 
earth. Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 


in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy. 


teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you. And, lo, I’am with you alway unto the end 
of the world. Amen.” In these words of the all-wise and 
almighty Savior of all men there is enough of command and 
promise to keep us fully occupied with obedience, and richly 
encouraged with faith and ‘hope. S. 
The New Theology in Heathen Lands. — Saddening as 
it is to observe the encroachments of the New Theology upon 
the pulpit in Christian countries, the poisoning of missionary 


Ghost: 


activity through the New Theology is even a greater shock to. 


one’s sensibilities. Yet it is true. Some twenty years ago 
Morris K. Jesup wrote home to England: “Send us Christian 
missionaries, who believe in the essentials of the Gospel.” Since 
that time matters have become much worse. We are told that 
the Christian missionary must no longer address man as lost 
and ruined, but as God’s erring children, needing only “to be 
lifted above the ignorance and superstition of the past to claim 
their divine birthright.” We are bidden to hold up the Cross 
of Christ as “the symbol of divine love and the noblest example 
of self-devotion for the good of others,” but not as a propitiation 
for human sin. In 7'he Christian Patriot, published at Madras, 
India, we read a complaint written out of a “sincere concern 
for the welfare of our fellow-Christians in India”: “In their 
great desire to be ‘up to date,’ many of the younger men par- 
ticularly are in a fair way to be carried off their feet by the 
strong tides of ‘Higher-Critical’ and rationalistic teaching. ... 
It is a sad fact that many who are looked up to as leaders in 
the Christian churches of this land have left the faith of their 
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fathers, and have adopted the denial of the Sole Sufficiency, 
Infallible Authority, and Plenary Inspiration of the Holy Serip- 
tures —a doctrine which has been considered fundamental to 
the Christian faith and the Christian Church from apostolic 
times. ... Evidence is forthcoming to prove that this ration- 
alistic teaching is permeating not only the Indian Church of 
to-day, but is going to dominate the Church of the future; for 
it forms a recognized part of the curricula of practically all 
theological colleges and Bible-seminaries, and has even attacked 
the child in the Sunday-schools of this land. It has begun to 
make itself felt even in the sphere of Bible-translation and 
-revision, thus laying its blighting grip upon the very vitals 
of faith.” 

Commenting on a similar statement by the secretary of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society of North India, Dr. Kennedy 
says: “What is the value of such a Bible? Why should the 
churches support men either at home or abroad who might as 
well be preaching the philosophy of Plato for their gospel? 
Is it not time for our examining committees and responsible 
officers of our missionary societies to know what sort of 
men they are sending to the foreign field? The charactcristic 
feature of the New Theology is salvation by personal character 
instead of salvation by the atoning blood of Christ. Its watch- 
word has been sounded by a professed Christian minister in 
the cry, ‘Every inan his own savior.” If this theology is to 
dominate the Church, how far is she from the final apostasy ? 
Surely it is time for the witnesses of God and His Truth to 
be heard. Is there no Luther who will nail his theses on the 
doors of all our churches?” G. 

Reading Luther. — We have not Luther with us to post 
anew on the church-doors theses against the evils that plague 
our poor world to-day. But we have Luther’s writings, and in 
them we have the man. No one can read all that Luther has 
written. But all should read Luther. The attention of the 
reader is once more directed to the series of extracts which 
Prof. Engelder is translating for our paper. They are truly 
messages for our own day. Luther is always up to date. Re- 
printing the quotations which we made from Luther last year 
on the evils of greed and lawlessness, the Lutheran said: “In 
reading an article on the Cure of Bolshevism in the LUTHERAN . 
WITNEss, we were struck with certain quotations from Luther 
that have a direct bearing upon the sins of monopolists and 
profiteets in our own day. In all that we have read in the 
press on graft and greed, we have discovered nothing that 
strikes at the root of the evil half as forcibly as Luther’s 
hammer-blows.” Luther is up to date beeause the Bible is 
always up to date. Read the brief extracts which will be the 
biweekly message of this greatest of theologians to our readers 
in 1920. . G. 

Revivalism. — In spite of all that has been said against 
the attempt to build up churches by revivalism, there are still 
those who believe in this method. While such a revival is in 
progress, while excitement runs high, while its campaign of 
publicity arouses an entire city, while the revivalist is at his 
best stirring up the multitudes, while the propaganda in its 
favor points to wonderful results and tells stories of its mar- 
velous achievements, while its rousing music, its catchy songs, 
and its attractive multitudes are all in full swing, many a weak 
Christian who is easily moved may be carried away by the 
powerful current. To counteract these evil influences which 
interfere with the quiet and persistent work of the Church, and 
which threaten to confuse or to paralyze even the regular 
activity of pastors, teachers, and members, it is well to call to 
mind the meager and unsatisfactory results which revivalism 
has ever produced. Revivalisin is in the church what booming 
aud speculation is in business; there is an extraordinary highly 
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exciting activity for a time which enriches a few shrewd specu- 
lators, but leaves many sad and bewildered losers. Our country 
has just passed through an avalanche of gigantic revivals by 
Billy Sunday, and yet among the churches which have partici- 
pated in these revivals there is much complaining of the lack 
of growth, of unsatisfactory membership, and even of matcrial 
losses. One of the worst results of the revival is its encourage- 
ment of superficial methods. In order to broaden its appeal to 
include as many as possible, doctrinal differences are ignored, 
and the necessity of careful instruction is discounted. What 
can be the result of all this but the strengthening of that which 
is even now undermining the churches — unionism? The bitter 
complaints which the religious press is now uttering because of 
the unsatisfactory conditions existing in many churches are 
but so many indications of the failure for good, but the success 
for harm of the revival system. Many of those in the revival 
churches who still retain a measure of sound judgment are at 


present calling attention to the evils which follow in the wake | 


of revivals. 

Let who will scoff at doctrinal sermons, parochial schools, 
instruction for confirmation, and care for the completeness and 
purity of our religious teaching, — these things are in accor- 
dance with the Master’s will, and the results justify their con- 
tinuation. S. 

A “Drive” That Was Not Planned. — The publisher ex- 
presses himself as highly satisfied with the passing of the annual 
subscription crisis. The reader will understand that we refer 
to the critical weeks between December 15 and January 15, 
when publishers often lic awake at night wondering how many 
subscribers will fall by the wayside. Well, the slump in Lu- 
THERAN WutNess subscriptions did not materialize. Instead, 
there has been an avalanche of renewals and new subscriptions 
completely swamping our office and shipping-room facilities. 
The exact number of subscribers cannot now be determined, 
but it does not seem that the losses which may be expected when 
the duplicates go off the list in the spring can keep the number 
below 75,000. It is quite evident that there has been a “drive” 
for subscriptions of which little noise was made, but which is 
. now producing an excitement in our mailing-office impressive 
even to the eye. There are now scores of congregations which 
have placed a church-paper in every home. 

It can do no harm to remind all who receive duplicates 
as a result of the L. L. L. campaign, that they ought to transfer 
these to some fellow-member who does not receive any church- 
paper. We have heard of some who write: “Transfer my 
Witness to Mr. ; he is a Roman Catholic, and it 
may do him good.” Well, we doubt it. And it will not do our 
list any good. Let us be missionaries to our own inembers first 
of all, and convert them into readers of the religious paper. 
The Romanists have their own papers. Look about you for 
a Lutheran or unchurched person who is not a subscriber, and 
Iet us send him your extra copy. Do it now, so he may get 
a few months’ benefit from the arrangement. G. 
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Correspondence. 


AMERICAN LUTHERAN BOARD FOR RELIEF IN EUROPE. 


A brief report of the work accomplished by the American 
Lutheran Board for Relief in Europe will, no doubt, be of great 
interest to the public, and at the same time a great aid to the 
Board in its benevolent work in behalf of stricken Europe. The 
following report covers a period extending from August 1 to 
December 31, 1919: — 


Shipments of Clothing. —540 cases of various sizes and 
weights were consigned to pastors of our congregations in the 
Freikirche in Alsace and Germany, as well as to others whose 
needs were known personally to people here in the United States. 

Shipments of Shoes. — 10 cases of shoes, each case contain- 
ing 100 pairs of men’s, women’s, and children’s shoes, all new, 
were consigned for distribution in our congregations in the 
Fretkirche. 

Foodstuffs (bacon, lard, rice, farina, milk, soap, ete.).— 
97 cases were shipped to various congregations and families as 
stated before. Approximate value, $10,000. 235 cases were for- 
warded through our office by personally interested parties. Ap- 
proximate value, $7,000. 

Money Transfers.—%41 drafts for transfer were made 
through our office by relatives and friends to the amount of 
$26,982.72. For general relicf the following amounts were paid 
and transferred through our office by order of the European 
Commission (Prof. L. Fuerbringer, Rev. W. Hagen, and 
Mr. Wm. Schlake): Alsace, $8,213.70; Germany, $9,051.41; 
Poland, $5,335.70. 

Mail. — 2,350 letters were received and answered. 

Cash. — Total amount received and disbursed, $98,000. _ 

Exzpense.— The enormous amount of intricate work ac- 
complished by the Board was done with comparatively little 
expense. The entire expense connected with all operations 
amounts to barely $1,000. 

The above stated facts no doubt speak for themselves. If any | 
interested partics care to visit our New York office and con- 
vince themselves of the amount of complicated work accom- 
plished here, they have our sincere invitation to do so. 

On the other hand, we wish to make a request of all those 
persons sending shipments and contemplating doing so. Please 
carefully mark your shipments in a legible manner; also, when 
giving the name of the shipper, add the name of your local 
pastor and have his name plainly written on the tag. The name 
of your local congregation or Aid Society is not enough. We 
experience a great amount of trouble and cause others much more 
in attempting to locate the shipper in order to complete export 
payments and arrangements. Remember there are one hundred 
and one St. John’s, and Trinity’s, and St. Marlk’s, ete., in our 
Synod. 

It is well also that our generous Lutherans bear well in 
mind that the unsettled deplorable conditions in Europe are not 
removed with a partial settlement of peace. On the contrary, 
in the near future facts will bear us out that we can expect 
conditions to assume far worse proportions than heretofore. We 
ask that you be patient and not expect shipments to be delivered 
in Europe in record-breaking time. Great difficulty is ex- 
perienced especially in those ports where there is great con- 
gestion. There is a lack of proper railroad equipment, neces- 
sitating slow movement of mail as well as freight. We make 
good time with our transports, but the chief delay is with the 
railroad facilities over there, which, of course, we can in no 
way govern. Since the first of the year especially we have had 
the good fortune, in most cases, of being able to send the ever- 
increasing number of boxes and packages to Europe via first- 
class express steamers. 

May the good Lord continue to bless the kind hearts of our 
generous Christians who cheerfully aid in supplying the much- 
needed necessities to the stricken impoverished people oversea. 


Sincerely yours, 
AMERICAN LUTHERAN BoarD For RELIEF IN EUROPE, 
New York, N. Y. per O. H. Restin. 


CLEVELAND LAY MEETINGS. 


Our lay meetings, which were mentioned in the interesting 
Travelog appearing in recent issues, are progressing nicely. 
Those who have attended them appear to be very enthusiastic. 
The point most of them make is that the discussions are free 
and open, which tends to make them more understandable and 
interesting. 

Following the paper on “Lukewarmness” referred to in the 
Travelogs. Rev. Schurdel led a discussion based on Is. 5S. “He 
showed us the wonderful blessings which are promised us, if we 
will repent of our lukewarmness, and called particular attention 
to v.12: And they that shall be of thee shall build the old 
waste places. Thou shalt raise up the foundations of many 
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generations;and thou shalt be called ‘The repairer of the 
breach,’ ‘The restorer of paths to dwell in”” Then we shall 
indeed be like unto the congregation in Philadelphia instead 
of that of Laodicea. 

In our Jast mecting we discussed “Our Responsibility to- 
ward God for the Christian Education of Our Children.” 
(John 21, 15.) It was shown that our children are not our 
children; they are God’s children, because He has created them; 
they are Jesus’ children, because He has saved them; they are 
the children of the Holy Ghost, because He has born them again 
through Baptism. They are merely entrusted to us, and we 
shall have to account for them. We are told to feed them well 
and richly, so that they will not fall, but will be so strengthened 
that they will carry on to salvation in spite of all the trials and 
temptations to which they may be subjected. It was shown that 
the command, “Feed My lambs,” applies to every one of us, 
whether we have children of our own or not. 


Our next meeting is to be devoted to the practical side of 
the subject, how we can best carry out God’s wishes under 
present-day conditions. 


Even though the attendance in our meetings is not yet what 
it might be, we have between three and four hundred people, 
many of them women, who take just as lively an interest as 
the men folks, as well they may! 


Cleveland, O. Cart M. Zory, Jr. 


PROHIBITION FANATICS. 


Coincident with the going into effect of the Eighteenth 
(Prohibition) Amendment a number of churches, M. E.’s above 
all, copying some one’s bright idea of July 1, 1919, engaged in 
orgies of jubilation, the service assuming the form of a mock 
funeral. Such a burlesque, typical of many others, was staged 
in a Pittsburgh M. E. church during the night of January 
15—16. We are told that there was a casket containing an 
empty whisky-bottle bedded in old rags, and that when four 
smiling pall-bearers at midnight carried the “corpse” of “Old 
John Barleycorn” into the church, 2 mighty cheer arose. The 
congregation sang an Easter-hymn, “Tfallelujah, ’Tis Done,” and 
four clergymen and one female orator “preached” funeral 
sermons. As a finale the casket was surrounded with lighted 
candles, while this “holy Christian congregation” danced about 
the remains singing, “Praise God from Whom All Blessings 
Flow.” 

All of which leads us to ask, Is such an affair of the spirit 
or of the flesh? Methodists have alwavs laid claim to a larger 
measure of the Holy Ghost. But the Scriptures nowhere make 
display of the Holy Ghost featuring a burlesque show! Neither 
is fanaticism a virtue of the Spirit, while the entire history of 
the “Temperance” movement, on its religious side, is a series 
of intemperate, irreverent, ofttimes sacrilegious and blasphemous 
outbursts of freakish fanaticism. 


We know full well that drunkenness is a “work of the flesh” 
(Gal. 5,21), and we have always characterized it as such. But 
fanaticism certainly belongs into the same catalog. We are 
mindful of our Lord’s stern rebukes to the outcroppings of fanat- 
icism in the case of Simon Peter and of the “Bonnerges” (Sons 
of Thunder, the name bestowed by Jesus upon John and James, 
Mark 3,17). The blood-and-iron reformers of our day deserve 
the same rebuke: “Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are 
of,” Luke 9,55. Luther’s remark at Marburg was a center-shot: 
“Thr habt einen andern Geist.” (“Ye have a different spirit.’’) 


Troutville, Pa. THEO. J. GESSWEIN. 


(A. H.A., A. C. Co., Seymour, Ind.) 


You ask: “Would not 81% increase make the present pur- 
chasing value of a dollar the same as 55 cents (not ‘a quarter’) 
in 1914?” You are right. But in line 7 from below on page 23 
we had in mind the increase since 1900, and had written 1900, 
as per original MS before us. It was changed to 1914 through 
an inadvertency in proof-reading by the author. 


THE LURE OF SPIRITISM. 


For some time I have been picking up odd articles on 
Spiritism. Of late I read and reread Hill on “Spiritualism.” 
I also did a little experimenting on my own account. From my 
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own experience I am ready to agree with any one who says that 
Spiritism has its origin in hell. 

Years ago I experimented with hypnotism. It was a nervous 
strain. I am satisfied to take the advice which Professor Mucn- 
sterberg of Harvard gave us when he told us to leave it alone. 
But Spiritism! Well, I had to use my Christianity and Bible 
with might and main to get back the peace with which I used 
to go about my work and to rest at night. There is a lure in 
Spiritism, but a wicked one. I have absolutely no desire to go 
further into it. 


New York City. I. J. M. 


Religious Press. 


THE NEWSPAPER AS A CORRUPTING INFLUENCE. 


In the special book number of one of the religious journals 
of the country there is an editorial that is worthy of considera- 
tion by those who have time to read everything except what God 
has written, and who are fully posted on all the news — except 
the good news of the Gospel. It says: — 


“The reading of any book that taints the imagination, 
blunts the intellect, or sears the conscience, is a vice. We regret 
to say that a very large part of the literature that comes into 
our homes in the daily newspapers has this tendency. It is true 
that the newspapers only print what the people wish to read, 
but it is also true that the newspapers are the most potent in- 
struments for undermining and corrupting public morals. They 
not only cater to, but they cultivate, a taste for the sensual and 
criminal. They bring their readers into the closest possible 
association with the worst men and women by giving minute 
details of their wicked plans, purposes, and activities. A man 
who reads all that the average newspaper prints from day to day 
only escapes the lunatic asylum or the penitentiary because his 
mind gets to be a sieve that retains only a small part of the 
scandalous and criminal details that are printed. If any reader 
will take the minute details of the sinful acts recorded in tho 
daily press and try to analyze them, ho cannot fail to be in- 
fluenced by. the moral poison that oozes out of the masses of 
moral corruption he is handling. If we devote our time to 
reading and pondering the vicious acts of vile men and women, 
vice will soon cease to appear to us a hideous monster of fright- 
ful mien.” — The Lutheran. 


WILL NOT COOPERATE IN INTERCHURCH MOVEMENT. 


At a special meeting of the Ministerial Association of 
Bridgeton, N. J., held on January 7, at which all the denomina- 
tions of the city were represented, Rev. J. Webster Bailey, D. D., 
of the Interchurch World Movement, presented the plans of that 
organization. He proposed the making of elaborate surveys, 
with the purpose of showing the present religious and social 
conditions in the city, as well as its religious development for 
the past fifty years. 


After thorough discussion, in which it developed that the 
leaders of the Interchurch World Movement had no definite 
plans beyond the accumulation of a mass of statistical facts, and 
that the financing of this effort would entail vast expense to the 
several denominations, the Ministerial Association, on the mo- 
tion of Rev. Dr. Addison B. Collins, pastor of the First Presby- 
terian church, took the following action by a unanimous vote: — 


“Resolved, That we extend a hearty vote of thanks to 
Dr. Bailey, of the Interchurch. World Movement, for his visit 


to us, and his presentation of the plans of that movement; and 
be it further 


“Resolved, That it is the sense of this meeting of the 
Bridgeton Ministerial Association that the carrying out of its 
elaborate surveys of the churches and the community is not 
possible through our agencies as at present constituted. And, 
moreover, 1f 18 our conviction that the churches can best serve 
humanity and the world at this time by chiefly directing their 


energies to the preaching of the simple Gospel of the cross to 
lost men.” 


H. I. Bopper, President. 
‘ R.R. Tompson, Secretary. 


The Presbyterian, Jan. 12, 1920. 
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Lutheran Gaymen's League. 





(Evrrortan Note. — By arrangement with the L. L. L. Campaign 


mmittec, this column is supplied by Rev. R. Jesse as Special Cam- 


ign Correspondent.) 


Iowa’s Follow-up Campaign. 


In the same breath with the happy announcement that Iowa 
is gone “over the top” comes the other announcement that 
wa is pushing its follow-up campaign with renewed vigor. 
hy has Iowa been so successful? Because many congregations 
‘its District have exceeded their minimum quota by amounts 

runging from $4 to $14 per communicant. Some congregations 
did much more than was originally asked of them; therefore 
the others are being urged to try for the minimum at least. 

Read the letter from Iowa published in the Lurieran Wit- 

NESS of January 6. Which District is next to report simila 
energetic, thoroughgoing “follow-up” work? . 
We are waiting for results! 


Acknowledgment. 


The L. L. L. herewith acknowledges the receipt of a con- 
tribution of $15 in currency which reached the home office at 
Milwaukee in a plain envelope postmarked Jonesburg — the 
name of the State not being decipherable. The note accompany- 
ing the contribution reads: “Enclosed find $15, which use for 
L. L. L. Fund. It is a thank-offering. (Signed:) A F riend of 
the L. L. L.” May God bless the gift and the unknown giver! 

Frep C. Pritzvarr, Treas. L. L. L. 


Milwaukee, Wis., January 18, 1920. 


A Word to Our Young Men. 


‘hus reads a letter from our St. Louis Seminary: “In- 
closed please find money order for $52, the net proceeds of the 
1919 Students’ Chorus Concert. Kindly accept them as a gift 
from the Chorus to the $3,000,000 I'und.” 

Our readers may recall that this is not the first communi- 
eation from the Seminary. Can our young men read between 
the lines? If so, let them answer the appeal for a large over- 
subscription of the L. L. L. Endowment Fund. The move ought 
to appeal much to them. Why are some of you young men not 
studying for the ministry? Is it not because other lines of work 
offered you much greater attractions? The very years of flowery 
young manhood which cost our students money, hard hours of 
study, and the sacrifice of home-life with its pleasures, net others 
a neat income. Instead of spending money by. the hundreds to 
prepare themselves for work to be done in toilsome service to 
make others rich in spiritual things, others are working for 
their own advancement and are earning their hundreds. The 
writer recently met a young man of nineteen (unmarried) who 
was guaranteed $180 a month for work as a mechanic. Still 
more recently another young man who has not even reached his 
nineteenth birthday informed his Lutheran parochial school- 
teacher, from whom he had reccived his education, that he was 
about to give up his position because it paid him only $100 
a month, a sum for which he would not work. That to the 
teacher of his congregation, who was drawing precisely $100 
a month and has a wife and three children to support! Surely, 
it is equity, not charity, when the L. L. L. appeals to the young 
man outside of the ministry to lend his aid that the self- 
sacrificing servants of Christ are at least not permitted to suffer 
poverty when their strength is consumed. 


A Jubilee Memorial. 


A letter recently brought as a memorial of their golden 
wedding-jubilee a gift of $1000 to the Endowment Fund from 
a Nebraska couple. 


What the Smallest Congregations Can Do. 


Smaller congregations, like those of larger numerical 
strength, can in some instances excced the general average 
required to make the L.L.L. Fund a success. Thus, for in- 
stance, writes the Campaign Treasurer of St. Paul’s Congrega- 
tion at Woodland, Ind.: “Enclosed you will find draft for our 
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final remittance to the Endowment Fund. $131.25 is the amount 
which was still due on our pledges and subscription; $350 is 
the amount contributed by my faithful coworkers and myself, 
making a total of $500 for our congregation:” Since there are 
only 78 communicints in this congregation, the average con- 
tribution was $6.41. That slightly oversubscribed the minimum 
average required. 


If smaller congregations cannot oversubscribe, they can, 
with few exceptions, at least reach the general average. Writes 
the brother from Garber, Okla., whose charge numbers 66 com- 
municants: “In our follow-up campaign we have collected the 
remaining $23, so that in our congregation the $6 per commu- 
nicant member have been made up.” 


If the minimum general average cannot be fully reached, 
it can at least be approached even by the smallest congregations. 
Writes a brother: “I am enclosing herewith one Liberty Bond 
and my check for $75... . Surely if the Episcopalians can 
raise $5,000,000, then we should be able to get the $3,000,000. 
Let us hope that this is the beginning of greater things to come.” 
If the Liberty Bond spoken of was of the smallest denomination, 
the contribution still amounted to $125, or an average of $5 for 
each of 25 communicants. That little flock truly belongs to 
the smallest congregations. Another pastor, at Rushville, Nebr., 
whose congregation numbers 75 communicants, writes: “En- 
closed find draft of $5 to help the Three Million Dollar Fund, 
donated by a widow. That makes the total for my small mission- 
congregation $215.50.” 


New Publications. 


Spiritism. A Study of Its Phenomena and Religious Teachings. By 
Th. Graebner. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 
Price, 60 cts., postpaid. ; 


This is the only thorough discussion of Spiritism which has 
been published by one of our own theologians. The Professor goes 
at the work like an experienced demonstrator in anatomy —he is 
afraid neither of the bad odor nor of the filth encountered in such 
a demonstration. His business is to give information and instruc- 
tion to those who’look to him for guidance, and he proceeds to give 
these. Read closely what he has written, and you will get an abun- 
dance of the enlightenment which you are looking for. He speaks 
of mediums and mediumship. He gives the history of Spiritism, 
and relates stories of some of the most important Spiritualists. 
He deals with the Satanic lie from a scientific and from the Biblical 
standpoint. “Psychic force,” “Od-force,” “multiple personality,” 
“telepathy,” “the ouija board,” and many other related matters are 
dealt with. 

We feel tempted to quote much of the book, but shall restrict 
ourselves to the following: — 

“Dr. B. P. Randolph, who was for eight years a medium, writes: 
‘I now regret that so much excellent breath was wasted, and that 
my health of mind and body was well-nigh ruined. I have only 
begun to regain both since I totally abandoned it, and to-day had 
rather see the cholera in my house than be a spiritualistic medium.’ ” 

“The case is cited of a minister who took up automatic writing. 
At first the communications were pure, and expressed in beautiful 
language. After a time they became mixed with obscene language. 
Then he heard voices, and things so preyed on his mind that he be 
came insane and died in three months, raving mad.” Ss. 








Dedications. 


Dedicated to the service of God: — 


Church. —On 4th Sunday in Advent, 1919: The new church 
of Christ Congregation, MacNutt, Sask., Can. (the Rev. G. H. Boehnke, 
pastor). 

Organs. —On 4th Sunday in Advent: The new pipe organ of 
Trinity Church, Nashville, Ill. (the Rev. W. T. Vogel, pastor). — On 
Ist Sunday after Epiphany, 1920: The new organ of St. John’s 
Church, near Hooper, Nebr. (the Rev. H. C. J. Frese, pastor). 


Triglot Concordia. 


Don’t overlook the advance subscription date on this momentous 
work. ‘Till noon of February 28, 1920, the cash-in-advance price will 
be $8.40. If you have mislaid your prospectus or never received it, 
send for one. Sce that your congregation gets the advantage of the 
udvance subscription. ConcorDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE, 

St. Louis, Mo. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. 
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THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. 


Notes on “General Survey of Receipts.” 


Col. 2. line 24, includes $100,000.00 dividends from Concordia Pub- 
lishing Ilouse, 

Col, 50, Ine 1, Includes: 
missary, 76.00. ($111.00.) 

On line 2: Addison Orphan Ilome, 22.00; Deaf-inute Institute, 
Detrolt, 10.00; Jubilee Fund, 1.70; Congregation in ‘Trenton, 2.50; 
Canada Mission, 1.00; Minnesota Mission, 10.00; L. L. I. Mund, 58.00, 
Negro congregation in Nyland, 5.00. ($110.20.) 

On line 3: Negro Mission in Napoleonville, 10.00; In Nyland, 15.00 ; 
congregation in Albuquerque, 3.50; Mount Zion in New Orleans (Negro 
congregation), 10.00; Pastor Daebnke, 5.00, ($45.50.) | 

On Ine 4: American Red Cross, 1.00; Jubilee Fund, 277.10; Nager- 
coll students, 66.11; Minnesota Mission, 5.00; War Kelief in Germany, 
12.00. ($361.21.) 

On line 5: New building, Springfield, 50.00; Des Peres Orphan Home, 
25.00; Jubilee Fund, 4.50; congregation in Trenton, 24.10; Ienglish Mis- 


Nugercoll students, 35.00; St. Louis Com- 


sion, 50.00; Negro congregations: in Alabama, 120.00; Napolconville, 
19.00; Nyland, 18.00; St. Louls, 23.05; Springtleld, 5.00; Tilden, 7.00; 


Wilmington, 2.00; to Rose Young for Negro congregation, 14.00; con- 
gregation in Albuquerque, 2.00; relief for McCreery, 94.75; St. Louis City 
Mission, 10.00. (3417S.40.) 

On line G6: Bethphage Mission, 2.00; Jubilee Fund, 3.25; Forelgn 
Mission Kellef, 56.71; Trenton congregation, 49.50; Relief Fund, 21.25; 
Million Dollar fund (Negro Mission), 50.00; congregat:on In Albuquerque, 
59.00; wees at St. Paul, 15.00. ($256.71.) 

] Student Daniel In India, 95.00. 


On line 7: Jubilee Fund, 20.00; 
($115.00.) 
On line 8: American Red Cross, 4.00; new building at St. Paul, 


359.78 ; Deaf-mute Institute, Detroit, 159.14; epidemic in Concordia, Mo., 
61.70; Church Extension Fund of English District, 1,000.00; Deaconess 
Home at Fort Wayne, 27.75; L. L. L. fund, 10.00; Million Dollar Fund, 


20.00; congregation in Albuquerque, 37.00. ($1659.37. ) 
On line 9: Isle of Pines, 27.93; congregation In Trenton, 26.00; 


Minnesota Mission, 50.00; relief for Alberta, 2.00; congregation in Pueblo, 


77.56. ($185.49.) 

On line 10: American Red Cross, 5.52; Isle of Pines, 1.00; congre- 
gation In Trenton, 31.00; Christmas-box for Indlan Mission, 5.00; New 
York Clty Mission, 100.00; congregation In Albuquerque, 203.50; relief In 
Alberta, 248.00; congregation in Belfield, 657.16; ‘Scaport Mission, 
100.00; Suspense (could not be paid out at once, since the Treasurer had 
no definite instructions regarding this umount), 106.00; German Red 
Cross, 6.12; War Relief in Germany, 6.00; interned German soldiers, 
19.80; Milk I'und for Germany, 50.00. ($1,539.10.) 

On Iine 11: American Red Cross, 52.56; Addison Orphan Home, 
25.00; new building at St. Paul, 494.00; Concordia Publishing Ifouse, 
on account, 1,034.60; Circulating Library, 35.90; Jubilee Fund, 72.52 ; 
Polish congregation in Chicago, 10.00; Polish congregation in ‘Trenton, 


22.00; Negro congregations: Greensboro, 10.07; Napoleonville, 10.00; 
Nyland, 10.00; Tilden, 7.00; Midway. 19.20; congregation in Albu- 


querque, 120.62; National Aid Society, 30.00. ($1.963.47.) 

n line 12: Blind Institute. 1.00: relicf in India, 7.50. ($8.50.) 

On line 13: Deaf-mute Institute, Detroit, 43.45 ; congregation In Albu- 
querque, 7.50. ($50.95.) 

On Iine 14: American Red Cross, 20.00; Des Peres Orphan Home, 
25.00; new building at Springtield, 1.00; epidemic In Concordia, Mo., 5.00; 
relict in Indla, 377.89; Canada Mission, 21.00; English Mission, 13.50; 
L. L. L. Fund, 10.00: Millfon Dollar Fund (Negro Mission), 1.00; crippled 
soldiers, 20.00; for Missionary Te Punga, 35.00; war relief In Warsaw, 
75.00. ($604.39.) 

On line 15: Relief in India, 27.26; congregation {n Trenton, 3.50: 
automobile for Indlan Mission, 21.00; congregation in Albuquerque, 17.20. 
( $68.96.) 

On line 16: 
Ilouse, on account, 129.74; L. L. 
querque, 1.00. ($145.04.) 

n line 17: American Red Cross, 29.01; [Polish congregation In 
Trenton, 2.00: Negro congregation tn Nyland, 8.58; congregation in 
Albuquerque, 21.00; St. Paul Commissary, 21.20; equipment for new 
building in Springfield, 7.15; Sanitarlum In Wheat Ridge, 15.00; Negro 
congregation in Midway, 6.59. ($110.53.) 

On line 18: L. L. L. Fund, 20.00. 

On Hue 19: New bullding in Springticld, 45.85; Jubilee Fund, 10.00; 
rellef in India, 1.00; Volish congregation jn Trenton. 54.84; L. L. [., 
5.00; Negro school In Concord, 6.00; congregation in Albuquerque, 37.00 ; 
St. Louis City Mission, 28.50; war rellef In Germany, 45.70. ($235.69.) 

On line 20: Des Peres Orphan Hl[ome, 6.35; Chicago City Mission, 
2.00; epidemic in Concordia, 5.00; Jubilee Fund, 1.85: Fort Wayne 
Hospital, 5.00; Negro chapel in St. Louis, 1.00; congregation In_Albu- 
querque, 20.50; Sanitarium In Wheat Ridge, 16.20; Watertown Fecble- 
minded and Spee Institute, 137.59; Uome-finding Society of Kansas, 
11.00, ($206.49. 

On Iine 21: American Red Cross, 27.45; Blind Institute, 5.00; new 
building at Concordla, 1,998.87 ; nurse In India, 5.00; VPollsh congregation 
in Chicago, 1.00; Polish congregation in Trenton, 84.89 ; lepers, 1.00 ; 
congregation In Albuquerque, 90.05; meedy pastors, 5.00. ($2.219.16.) 

On line 22: Isle of Pines, 15.00; Nagercoil students, 34.00; Pollsh 
congregation In Trenton, 33.00. ($82.00.) . 

On Iine 23: Pastor Van der Vaal, 50.00; Milk Fund, 83.80. ($133.80.) 

On line 24: Bills payable, 545.00; bills receivable, 14,000.00 (mostly 
short-term loans cashed In); bonds, 349,047.63 (mostly interim Govern- 
ment-certificates of indebtedness matured and cashed in); Des Peres 
Orphan IIome, 20.65; Chicago Benevolent Associations, 143.45; cash 
surplus matured, 100,000.00; relief in Indla, 31.54; Nagercoil students, 
35.00: sale of Kanabec property, 767.94; <Aulich legacy, 1,000.00; Block 
Memorial legacy, 6,000.00; Ladwig legacy, 1,000.00 ; proceeds from 
legacies: Lamprecht Endowment, 50.00; Ralthel legacy, 2,220.25; Starke 
legacy, 429.45; Stutz legacy, 311.28; Schultz legacy, 1,000.00; Wachs- 
mut bequest (taxes refunded), 100.00; L. L. lL. lund, 27.375 loan 
matured, 3.500.00 ; Negro congregation in Napoleonville, 5.00; in Nyland, 
17.00; “One Instnnce,” 10.00 (could not as yet be transmitted, as the 
General Treasurer had not been Informed who “One Instance” is) ;_con- 
gregation in Albuquerque. 3.00; for Norwegian professorship in St. Paul, 
400.00; rent In Winfield, 100.00; tuition, 2,155.41; refund from Wash- 
ington Office, 906.17; for several transitory accounts from Jrazillan 
brethren, 716.75; St. Louls Commissary, 1.00; PAG peaae (could not as 
yet be credited, as the General Treasurer has no definite Information on 
this amount), 3,320.69; for stocks sold, 1,647.50; war relief In Germany, 
10.00; widows and orphans In Germany, 8.10; reserve fund of Church 
Extension, 6,000.00; exchange, .30 (exchange pald by the General Treas- 
urer during 1919 amounted to $69.79); proceeds of all Investments, 
26,616.32: refund from River Forest Board (nx payment which had erro- 
neously been duplicated in 1918). 519.18 ; refund from Springficld Board, 
11.24- Indigent students, 27.00; legacles 276.03 ; refund from St. Louls 
Board, 44.98; refund from St. Paul Board, 29.68, ($566,949.90.) 

Col. 20 includes the totals: American Red Cross, 139.54; Addison 
Orphan Home, 47.00; Bethphage Mission, 2.00; blind institute, 6.00; bills 

ayable, 545.00: bills recelvable, 14,000.00 ; bonds, 849,047.63 | new bulld- 
ng at Concordia, 1,098.87; new buildiug at St. Paul, 863.78; new bulld- 


Des Peres Orphan Home, 1.00; Concordla Publishing 
L. Fund, 11.30; congregation in Albu- 
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ing at Springfleld, 96.85; Deaf-mute Institute, Detrolt, 192.59; Des Peres 
Orphan THlome, 53.25; Chicago Benevolent Association, 143.45; Chicago 
City Mission, 2.00; cash surplus matured, 100,000.00; epidemle at Con- 
cordla, 71.70; Concordia Publishing Tlouse, on account (sbould not have 
been sent to the General Treasurer, but direct to Concordia Publishing 
Ifouse), 1,164.34; Circulating Library, 35.90; Church Extension of Eng- 
lish Distriet, 1000.00; Isle of Pines, 43.92; Jubilee Fund, 390.92; Stu- 
dent Daniel, 95.00; nurse in India. 5.00; relief in India, 501.00; Nager- 
coil students, 170.11; Polish congregation in Chicago, 11.00; Polish con- 
gregation In ‘Trenton, $43.35; Fort Wayne Deaconess Home, 27.75; Fort 
Wayne Hospital, 5.00; mission in Canada, 22.00; English mission, 63.50 ; 
mission in Minnesota, 65,00; Relief und, 21.25: automobile for Indian 
Mission, 21.00; Christmas-box for Indian Mission, 5.00; IXanabec Droperty: 
767.94; <Aulich Jegacy, 1,000.00; Block Meinortal, 6,000.00; Ladwig 
legacy. 1,000.00; proceeds from legacies: Lamprecht Endowment, 50.00 ; 
Raithel, 2220.25; Starke, 429.45; Stutz, 311.28 ;— Schultz legacy, 
1,000.00; taxes on Wachsmut bequest, 100.00; L.1.L. Fund, 141.67; 
loan returned, 8,500.00; Iepers, 1.00; Negro congregations in Alabama. 
120.00; Concord school, 6.00; Greensboro, 10.07; Milllon Dollar Fund 
(Negro Mission), 71.00; Negro congregations in Napoleonville, 44.00; in 
Nyland, 73.58; In St. Louls, 22.05; in Springtield, 5.00; Negro chapel in 
St. Louis, 1.00; Negro congregation in Tilden, 24.00; In Wilmington, 
2.00; Rosa Young, 14.00: New York Clty Mission, 100.00; “One In- 
stance,’ 10.00; congregation in Albuquerque, 623.06; relief in Alberta, 
250.00; congregation in Beltleld, 657.16; crippled soldiers, 20.00; needy 
pastors, 5.00; relief for McCreery, 94.75; Scaport Mission. 100.00; Nor- 
weglan professorship In Sct. Paul. 400.00; rent, 100.00; tuition, 2158.41; 
refund of Washington Otlice, 906.17; several transitory accounts from 
3razilian brethren, 716.75; St. Louls Commissary, 77.00; St. Louls City 
Mission, $8.30; St. Paul Commissary, 21.20; equipment for new building 
at St. Paul, 15.00; equipment for new building at Springfield, 7.15; ‘Sus- 
whnse” (to be credited later), 3,426.69; stocks sold, 1,547.50; Muisslonary 
fe Punga, 35.00; Pastor van der Vaal, 50.00; Sanitarlum in Wheat 
Ridge, $1.20; Watertown Feeble-minded and Epileptic Institute, 137.59; 
Ifome-finding Society of Kansas, 11.00: German Red Cross, 6.12; war 
relief in Germany, 73.70; interned German soldiers, 19.80; Milk fund for 
Germany, 135.50; war rellef In Warsaw, 75.00; widows and orphans In 
Germany, 8.10; reserve of Church Extension, 50,000.00: exchange, .30; 
Negro congregation In Midway, 25.79; Negro congregation Mount Zion, 
New Orleans, 10.00; Vastor Daehnke, 5.00: congregation In Pueblo, Colo., 
77.56 (by annual payments this Colorado congregation liquidates {ts debt 
towards Synod): National Ald Society, 30.00: proceeds of all Synod’s In- 
vestments, 206,616.32; refund from River Forest Board, 519.18; refund 
from Springtield Board. 11.24; indigent students, 27.00; general legacies, 
276.03; refund from St, Louls Board, 44.98; refund from St. Paul Board, 
29.68. ($577,636.21.) 

All the above Items have been transmitted to the respective persons, 
congregations, or boards, or have been credited on account. 


1. Cash Account. 


Cash in banks, December 31, 1918 .......... $ 13734.97 
Receipts during TWOR0 waus : pecemcannss sis as 1302719.18 
1316454.15 
Total disbursements during 1919 ...............-.-0.. 1260193.85 
Cash in banks, December 31, 1919 *............ $56260.30 


* This unusually large balance is due to the fact that some invest- 
mene matured at the end of the year and could not immediately be re- 
nvested. 


2. General Treasury. 








DISBURSEMENTS. 
Institutions | Salaries | peers | Hbs,and Totals 

St. LAUER exc censewonen || LOLBRET 7926/45 250)00 28374/72 
Springfield ......... ...{} 11120/90 1651}72 100}00 12872|62 
River Forest ..........]] 17787/30 3749/53 150]00 216S86/83 
SCWATO was ci sca wh asetaee 14415/60 4429/94 150/00 18995/54 
Fort: Wayne csccxsnexns |] LeD26)42 4657/37 150}00 22733179 
NOWAUKGE ac coswaesss i 1462S/40 5027/40 150/00 19805/80 
St. Paul .........2....-]) 13406/60 6926/98 150/00 20483/58 
Bronxville .:s.s%....s.]] 11978/98 3444/56 150/00 15573/54 
CONCOTGIA, x ceancocnemec || SB008 [So 1402/91 150/00 14920/16 
Witeld «sx «<3 scam weeee ft] 13451]40 1577/26 150)00 15178|66 
Conover .....c.eeceec. 4883/90 197|S3]} ....].. 5081173 
Porto Alegre ..........{| 2006/00/| ..°.].. 100/00 2106]00 
Oakland. a « oo:siecereeiwie a 5196/00 97/40}]| ....].. 5293/40 
Portland: oa vs cowex Ge os 3390/60 er sawn ee 3390/60 

U3797 {62 41089/35|| 1650/00}| 206496]97 
Debit, December 31, 191S..... AR 8909) 35 


Salaries of Synodical officers, in- 


cluding office help (increased)... 4721/94 
American Legion Committee....... 71/14 
Gomeral TARA. 2... eccmnnwiamase «6 Bevis 489/25 
Appraisal Account ............. we 248/75 
General School Board ............ $5}45 
General Schoolbook Comnnittece.... 14]50 
“ducational Survey Committee. ... 195|S4 
BNCHINGE e002 ost wewsenan eae eos 69/49 
Washington Office® ...........00. 3288/38 
BUCOHE kswsies § 6 egescaemgeaes oe 1276]07 : 
PYIUOINE vag 5 5 sk Adee eS soe RE 1472) 16 
Office expenses (all offices)........ 582} 27 
Cataloe allowance ............ was 100/00 
Washington Office salaries ........ 675|00 
Board of Support: 10 per cent. of 

Concordia Publishing House divi- 

dends, 1918 .......5..%. whee o% ..|| 10000)00 23290|54 


[| | Il | || 238696)86 


* 14 of this amount will be paid by Wisconsin Synod. 
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Wisconsin Synod’s share of ex- 
penses for General School Board, 
American Legion, and Washing- 
ton OMS os 4 5 < +e seeww wns gs 2 ox 

Army and Navy Board’s share of 




















Washington Office expenses..... 
Refund from Washington Office.. .| { 1170)19 
Shifting of figures in 1918 report. .|| | || |30|| | 
1170|49 
Transfer from Oakland, Cal., Board | | 1 14 sell 1155193 
237540/93 
RGCCIPES iwinccicens 6 6 oe weenie as 192155|89 
TUION, sesiecidewes 6 5 se RRR RES 5 2158]41 
For Norwegian professor at St. Paul 400/00 
Rent from Winfield College....... 100|00 194814|30 
Debit, December 31, 1919..... || | || | |j 42726|63 
Tabulation of Tuition Receipts. 
BG. LAUD cca wws 2 se 6 ox b., PRUE onmccunitaedted. 9% vi $358.50 
Springheld os. 02 2-250 —_——_ Bronxvill@: cucswsa sess 
River Forest ........- — Concordia ....ccccrees 
SOW, aevcscnwe oso scene — Winheld ¢ccaxenwnws ss 905.00 
Fort Wayne sss si 55 cee —— CONOVER” « cvs swans s 894.91 
Milwaukee seccscevees —— — 
$2158.41 
8. General Building Fund. 
Debit Balance, December 31, 1918 ..........-.. $31291.88 
Disbursed by order of the Board ............+. 7514.91 
$38806.79 
Receipts .......2.ccscccvecessecccccsccesens $38219.78 
For new building at St. Paul ..........-..--- 572.27 
38792.05 
Debit, December 31, 1919 .......cceeseeeeeeees $14.74 


REMARK. — The debit of the new building at Springfield. reported last 
year, has been covered and the account transferred to Building Fund 
proper. Receipts for new building at St, Paul were transferred also to 
3uilding Fund proper. 


4. Home Missions. 


Balance, December 3], 1918 ........-..eeeee> $ 542.50 

Receipts. c.ccciccnniedd.dis 6 45 5 Fae wa WCW bos SF KORTE 57481.66 

"PEETRIGY sccccwwlewe ows 6 5 We CH OCeONS Se Ome 1.50 
$58025.66 
Disbursed by order of the Board .......-+.-eeeeeeeeeees 50029.36 
$7996.30 
Plus transfer (Canada and Minnesota) ...............- 87.00 
Credit Balance, December 31, 1919 ............ $8083.30 

5. Foreign Missions. _ 

Credit Balance, December 31, 1918 ........... $ 7102.16 

GCC tS ciscesnmuinw awe » 0 sw ccememincarsmen se 8 pace 47418.61 

TANRIOS .2cniaseaRE5s sss 12 CewRREWHRNS 4 i EROS 281.87 
$54802.64 

Dishiirsed te BOS «sé sc vowwweswwws i vas vemos $45418.13 

CURT INES 66s nincchisiemigaiaintih ak hak 3: eabeienaatean a ek a eee 3118.75 
48536.88 
Credit Balance, December 31, 1919 ............ $6265.76 

6. Mountain Retreat in India. 
Credit Balance, December 31, 1918 .............0c cee eee $1046.26 
PCE sm aacteeeamen 25 64 bidendimeds's i 0 nacecMbsose'x-s 513.12 
Credit Balance, December 31, 1919 ............. $1559.38 
7. South American Mission. 

Debit Balance, December 3], 1918 ............ $ 1471.63 

DUIRDUFROTICHES ccs wisces 5 5 5 ki KBR ROERESSE 6 a'os 36367 .93 
$37839.56 
CCCI DIE onccmiacsicwwmaues oi ss KmARNEQ MANS 6 RRR REREAGTS 34430.60 
Debit Balance, December 31, 1919 .............. $3408.96 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. 


8. Deaf-Mute Mission. 





Credit Balance, December 31, 1918 ......... :» $ 5334.38 
RPC RR INES i: i voenianndisencien © 8 x wiinnaabe'e 86 Nisam abd 13242.54 
———. $18576.92 
SAREE | “Xs wccanncieticiid @ iw wemoseesedl 3B tenes 6 vo wlohe 82.35 
$18659.27 
Dishursed. to: Bortd, ccc sis ewswss ss e He CeaeowSs $8468.00 
TIANSICTS 6k cccewewaway 6 OHM wD 6 6 reerEae 489.54 
8957.54 
Credit Balance, December 31, 1919 ............ $9701.73 
9. Indian Mission. 
Credit Balance, December 31, 1918 ........... $ 521.65 
REE IRG “inca 5c Wa easuachcaabaineaien h wetieneaciuan- a's encase 14633.24 
$15154.89 
DESO? wcseias ae 2 68 RUE Bre MRED ose HER $ 18.35 
Drepureed Th BOGE, 6 civics 8% 6ST aie hs so 0 Bae 8300.00 
——__ 8318.35 
Credit Balance, December 31, 1919 ............. $6836.54 
10. Jewish Mission. 
Credit Balance, December 31, 1918 ........... $3794.75 
FOCIPTS asecvwe vs b 6 wa rEewsS ¢ ¥ 8 ee ESNRwES F 3738.28 
$7533.03 
Disburecd ty BOQrd. vcccssass ¢ « ¢ eneanese 0.4.7. ReewE RE 3000.00 
Credit Balance, December 31, 1919 ............. $4533.03 
11. Foreign-Tongue Mission. 
Credit Balance, December 31, 1918 ........... $ 734.56 
EROURIDUG: caanarnss 54 04 4 COERONG ATK Se HED 9600.75 
$10335.31 
Disbursed to Board <6 ss evccesaws 6s ¢ 0 zaxveewagews 69 14 ous $800.00 
Credit Balance, December 31, 1919 ............. $1535.31 
12. Immigrant Mission. 
Credit Balance, December ig GAMES <4 4% monary $ 677.99 
RECGIPUS) scnweeeeeece s 45 44 4 ee OUR we Oe ae es Reo 2496.93 
$3174.92 
Dishburatd 86 BONG. «cis ¢ ewess ac 6c 0 8 OeRRESSE SERS eas 1200.00 
Credit Balance, December 31, 1919 ............. $1974.92 
13. Australia and New Zealand. 
CE 9 yirekwaniewaGmes Fs f LASTS Fb dk Oimrdreemeses $1837.09 
Disbursed by order of the Board. ccsvcwss sss c veawsewenws 282.01 
Credit Balance, December St, 1010) 2 ksseessen es $1555.08 
14. Mission in China. 
Disbaesed. 16 BOAT apesws 45 6 6 oweewes ews 6 54 544 LEO $27870.77 
Credit Balance, December 31, 1918 ........... $ 1369.34 
WOCCEIPUW oa sce ct 2 Genuine vk e RRMERS NERA aS 19399.90 
ee ass se Ss ceed: bin de oti nin eadialen dos 3000.00 
—————_ 23769 .24 
Debit Balance, December 31, 1919 .............. $4101.53, 
15. Board of Support. 
Debit Balance, December 31, 1918 ............ $ 5583.2] 
Disbursed. to Bowe: ossasows so c aacewaceness 6 856 86500.00 
RED ks SS Ew KOE K aS & & nw erietoncaire ant 200.00 
————- $2283.21 
PO - hess Sx ks cen sae daeendbacine a a setae 2s $90696.12 
RUDMISTIOR aes 5 ko & 6 ewe www 0G ECL Ene ece wre 350.00 
91046.12 
Debit Balance, December 3], 1919 .............. $1237.09 
16. Church Extension. 
Credit Balance, December 31, 1918 ........... $192334.95 
FRCCCIPES sccsay ss oew WeemmUNS'S bE Bd Ow EKER ES 29287.41 
OOTRICE 5556 SWS.5.K 5 Ff 6 KaORidGrenre aa 0 ok we iaconecurarws 16000.00 
DERN ea penwne 46 8 4 ROPES FED EO EES aKiRSS 7.10 
———$236629.46 
Reserved for loans already negotiated .........$120000.00 
SISTED « sscsesnsnic & 0. Seal sa ocagiannicitanae 4 4a enacted 7.10 
Disbursed by order of the Board ............. 110912.75 
230919.85 


$5709.61 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. 


17. General Relief. 











DIsbireal. i THOR acess 345 4 5 ReeKR ames $280.08 
RDI OR™ cenichacaucden 9. ws secicacinedieisid ike: iW dosaecabidecinhcleitascsonciot. 350.00 
$630.08 
GRE TINY vince est cu 64 Waxeetiente #2 & x # shctinneninemnees $ 25.72 
MGGCCITE Kcnceww axe Si rendipaZ WG ian «Sm w wierd SOR RRAIS 491.97 
secre! 517.69 
Debit Balance, December 31, 1919 ............- $112.39 


18. Army and Navy Board. 


Credit Balance, December 31, 1918 ...........$231010.24 

ROCRINTE: 2 oxwaisaae 6 Rawwe~awes 6 6 8% oo 6 ema 62526.93 

DUUCMIAS * ciiestencmnicd 0b & wariqucmsiaminn WS 4% sig 8 RRS 957.50 
$294494.67 
PB biraed Be: Oar « . « cwimsineen chan kt i CRUSE a SKE 17500.00 
Credit Balance, December 31, 1919 ...........-. $276994.67 

19. Negro Mission. 
Receipts disbursed to Board .........0eeeeeeeeceececees $6103.80 
20. Mission in Europe. 

Credit Balance, December 31, 1918 ..... Y spies $17159.69 

TROCCIPUS as au © wetness a 9 « wismmemcegyne wn Oe 6 sm eure 15838.86 
maa $32998.55 
Disbursed by order of the Board ..........2.eeceeeceees 23536.38 
Credit Balance, December 31, 1919 ............ $9462.17 

21. Christmas Celebration in India. 
Xeceipts disbursed to Board ........cecscssce-cecceces $289.86 
22. Indian Mission — New Building. 
Credit Balance, December 31], IOTS a:coinais vcs cwrevmwae ces $ 10.42 
ReGtints: <cawaes 8 4s sceeeen 5 ss tae TENET CULE 6349.18 
Credit Balance, December 31, 1919 ............. $6359.60 
23. Armenian Relief. 

Receipts disbursed to Board ......... cece ee cece cree eens $4947.18 


By oversight $524.52 had been transmitted to this Board, were, how- 
over, promptly refunded, and credited to the proper account. 


24. Minnesota and-Wisconsin Forest Fires. 


Receipts disbursed to Board ........-ccecececccsenceees $937.80 
25. Minnesota Storm Relief. 
Receipts disbursed to Board ........-ee ee eeeeeeceeees $1436.51 


26. Conference Fund. 


Credit Balance, December 31, 1918 ............ $1127.53 
RGCRIDES: « « cecmnresesioce 92 emndiawitthn’d 988d especie Wf 4400.14 
——._ $5536.67 
Proceeds 1918 to Board of Support ..........-. eee eee 1.43 
Credit Balance, December 31, 1919 ............ $5535.24 
27. Pension Fund. 
Credit Balance, December 31, 1918 ........... $13594.98 
Receipes: ... « csndnyawmd dns BO SERRES 6 45 5 FORRES o 5759.52 
Transfer Account “Superannuated Pastors”.... 2557.54 
. $21912.04 
Taxes paid on a bequest ...... 6. eee eee eeeee $ 50.00 
Proceeds 1918 to Board of Support Account... 273.66 
— 323.66 
Credit Balance, December 31, 1919 ............ $21588.38 
28. American Lutheran Board for Relief in Europe. 
RQCCIPts acini es heisiwinwes sso bese os 5's owes $54461.21 
D SEINE TEROES? setup sw ceginsnbinincmaions 4 © ation ale To He eens 518.32 
$54979.53 
ECOIRT OD” is a's a 4 V exrecrmnarace-n p kbddialches os « cateates ERRUEN 524.52 
Dishursed ‘to Board. scsmases se cecwnws s weencnme $54455.01 
29. Walther League Literature. 
Receipts disbursed to Treasurer of Walther League ...... $6379.09 
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LEGACIES. 
RECEIPTS, 
Credit Balance, December 31, 1018 ......2.cccccccocsnces $77399.14 
New Legacies: 
Aulich Fund (Kanabec property) ............6. $1000.00 
BOER: DICTIOUIAL § © we earadenmone dn 9 uscsceSennche me w bende 6000.00 
Roelling: Legany «ss ssicswyews s oes Keeewswey so eae 200.00 
Karl Ladwig Endowment Fund ...............-. 1000.00 
towter LOpaey’ . ss scwwwswews os & ogee ¥ ov er 500.00 
Pony! SEUGUZ LOgsey n.nrcic-cco so a 2 enecd-siquoreiwds 8 & ence 1000.00 
———_ 9700.00 
PROCEEDS. 
ELICORL BOGRED x x wmancmiormenen & ¥ * onerommsia & 6 eanMe $2220.25 
Lamprecht Endowment .......:secessceeseseece 50.00 
SRG: LOBBY oie w we anconsionennmie ie 0 x RAINING a6 Bec 311.28 
Statke: LEGney’ ss six danesaen sc ss Oeewewwes ya due 429.45 
SeLL, QURCr TepAeter! x. caarmnamenin «9 wereuainciceae 66 a: 3921.88 
6932.86 
Credit Balance ............ $94032.00 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
To Home Mission Account: 
FIOGH: RICHIGEIAT nin 0 « m-eusinvenene 0 se 0 9 erain $ 25.00 
Dierkson Lepaey: «ss swesewes sss se wes 25.00 
JEndOWMENE FA, 2 « « siersedinse cane wes 9.10 
Mohri: LeHAGY wo. 55s ss cowwreswws 6 6s we 350.00 
Savings of a Pastor’s Wife ......... 50.00 
Steinfath Legacy ws vs cwswssio sos vores 2.38 
$ 461.48 
For Indigent Students (to Profs. Pieper, 
Mezger, Bicdermann, Kohn, Jesse, 
Stein, and Luecke) : 
Birks: Lepiey sas ss iccasiaiaise s 6 i & 6 $ 25.00 
Flottmueller Legacy’ « s:<wsnwwsens vs eos 50.00 
Indigent Student Endowment ....... 50.00 
Blocks Memorttl. asccis « saiiawracoan ss x ore 100.00 
+ Tpnidre: Lepaey sass as cexwawas a esc oe 100.00 
Diuellor’ Lepaey wie oss owen 6 5 0 20.00 
Poetsch Legacy (to Rev. Aug. Lange) 50.00 
St. Louis Indigent Student Fund..... 50.00 
Springfield Indigent Student Fund .. 50.00 
SEG ACPO —eiacisn ax acintinantecmend a xen 25.00 
PiGTRS: LEGACY wa cus « Keewasee & ct He 250.00 
RCO! TROON ics ow: wits whaarcenicioceamncaiees oie ean 50.00 
Weisbrodt. Legacy 24 ics ceccses sees 32.90 
RV PURRES <LERREN 4 s x <ecccnwemunios w @ ® nimenee 170.00 
1022.90 
To Board of Support Account: 
“Annuity Bund” oo ss cesswsewws ca kos $ 7.50 
RRRSS UPBARY sracincs v5 0 wicermnneeme e408 10.00 
Pyelling’ Legaey’ sss ss ccwwawew ess hoe 5.00 
Goeppinger Legacy ........eeecceees 100.00 
Grel) Lepney sscxwe sas 6 esenwwess « cue 75.00 
Kcellinig LOGacy a. oae s cesceeee ee mae 4.17 
Hamann Legacy ...1s...... greene ¥ Rar 70.00 
PANCe LSCCNOY wad i i Ke Ee HRedwd 5 Baye 250.00 
Haithel Legney visa ¢ c varasawes ve 9 ws 2220.25 
Roviter LGOMey’ sais si ik ea caweaa ds bs 25.00 
DONHAKS LEGACY wuss sews s ees 5.00 
SCs LORNCY as sai ik taeaiwesa bts be 20.83 
Strobecke LERACy swine s cewiaewaws save 50.00 
2842.75 
For Synodical Treasury: 
AUCH, LEAVE 1454s awawewes 6 ot HR ERA SS 45.83 
Transferred to General Legacy Account: 
Te TOGACy ASGOURE oss nncumamen ate $1187.07 
tute Legaty cae ss aye vsewwowwn sx 0s 311.28 
———_ 1498.35 
For Bronxville College Library: 
Lamprecht Endowment: 2 iiss ica sk cesdiawaeds 50.00 
For Negro Mission: 
BNR: MME cites tsa wit adwees ianweas kk eniyemtmanaalee 12.50 
For Indian Mission: 
SCHGEL Lepaey osc c cs vewnnwennes «ce ween 12.50 
For Church Extension Fund: 
Gadwig Legacy 64s cis vaswwwp ase vee $22.91 
For Wheat Ridge Sanitarium: 
Tedwis ‘Teeacy sa iii i ceerwens 53 5 Ree 11.46 
For Watertown Epileptic Institute: 
Denim LOGRCy oe ns 6 & cmienmene os 0 hae 11.46 
45.83 
For Board of Support: 
DIATRG LOGNEY as 654 4 4 femmes wanes eweacewees 429.45 
For Foreign Mission: 
BIGCKE BIGMOFIAL 4.4 45 c Rca WRT .OS s FH OWES 25.00 
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For Synodical Treasury: 


Mohn Legacy « é seses s owes es cwwy sve $ 73.60 
Mikkel Legacy osanmness naneams 0 csutime = 6A 528.75 
| ——— 602.35 
Disbursed by the Board ..............- $276.00 
LPAMSICY ons 2 cme a 6 ema crews « CORSE US 14.33 
290.333 
7339.27 
$86692.73 
To Legacy Account ........ cee cece eee ence eens 687.07 


Total Amount of Legacy Account, December 31, 1919. .$87379.80 

































BALANCE. 
Debits Credits, 
Building Fund ...... Concordia Building ...|| 12772/69 
Isolation Hospital in Army and Nayy...... 276994167 
Springfield * ...... 5383/00|| Australia and New 
China Mission ....... 4101/53 HOMAN sices ss a vows 1555/08 
South American Mis- Bills Payable ........ 17561|62 
BIG arcous 0 eines PORE 3408/96]| Church Extension .... 5709/61 
Board of Support....|| 1237/09]| Church Extension (Re- 
General Treasury ....|| 42726]63]| serve) ...........-. 5000000 
Church Extension (Sus- 
PCHSE) 5. yeses + ewes 38511/47 
Investments: Deaf-mute Mission .... 9701/73 
Bills Receivable....|| 15000|00}| Undivided Proceeds ...}| 20281)26 
BOHdS a 5 uemwe 2 ews 390510/63|| European Mission .... 9462|17 
Secured Loans ....||100697|92]| Foreign Mission ...... 6265/76 
Mountain Retreat .... 1559138 
Foreign-tongue Mis- 
Pueblo Congregation. 727 BION x.y v crews ss enn 153531 
Sundry Accounts .... 534 Fort Wayne College 
PY, suse sere evormsee 21670|55 
Home Mission ........ 8083] 30 
Immigrant Mission... 1974|92 
Indian Mission ....... 6836) 54 
Indian Mission Build- 
1 ipo 6359|60 
Jewish Mission ....... 4533/03 
LSPOGIOS: v1 = opcnme © scene 87379|80 
Conference Fund ...... 5535/24 
Pension Fund........ 2158838 
Cash Balance ......|| 56260|30|| Sundry Credits....... 4731|00 
||620603]11]| ||620603]11 


* Now ordered paid from Bullding Fund. 


Special thanks are again due Messrs. A. G. Brauer and R. H. 
Leonhardt for advisory services as to investments. All of Synod’s 
documents are stored in three different Safe-Deposit Boxes, and ar- 
rangements have been made that Synod’s properly appointed officers 
have access to these boxes in case the present Treasurer, for some 
reason, should be unable to attend to his duties. 
upon his own request, has been placed under professional fidelity bond. 

For the purpose of getting this report, to those interested, at 
the earliest possible moment, it is printed without the attest of the 
professional auditors. 


tain the attest. E. SEUEL, General Treaswrer. 


Treasurers’ Reports. 


Due to lack of space, the reports of treasurers of English and 
Southern Districts could not appear in this issue. 





Important Notice. 


Kindly consult the address printed on this copy of your 
WITNESS. The bottom line of the address shows when your 
subscription expires. (For instance, “Dec 20” signifies that 
your subscription expires with the last number in December, 
1920.) If it expires soon, please send your dollar (25 cts. ad- 
ditional in St. Louis, Canada, and foreign countries) to your 
agent or to us in ample time to insure our uninterrupted 
service. It requires normally about two weeks before change 
of expiration date will show on address plates. 

Be sure to mention the paper you desire, and your name 
and address, both new and old, if you desire a change in ad- 
dress. No paper can be mailed by us unless paid in advance, 
and if your renewal is not received before expiration, your 
name will automatically drop from our mailing-list. 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE, St. Louis, Mo. 


The undersigned, | 


A subsequent issue of the WITNESS will con- ° 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. 


Lutheran Laymen’s League $3,000,000.00 
Endowment Fund. 


Wateh tt grow. 





January 24, 1920: $1,926,158.28. 


March 30, 1920 — —$3,000,000.00 
- 2,800,000.00 
—- 2,600,000.00 
— 2,400,000.00 
— 2,200,000.00 
— 2,000,000.00 
Nov. 11,1919 —|}|j— 1,800,000.00 
Aug. 6, 1919 —|| |— 1,690,000.00 
June 18, 1919 —/#/j— 1,460,000.00 


May 18,1919 —/}|— 1,200,000.00 


May 7, 1919 -/{|— 1.000,000.00 
April 29, 1919 —{]}|— 800,000.00 
April 21, 1919 —}{|— 600,000.00 
April 15, 1919 —/}$|— 400,000.00 
April 8, 1919 --|}}/— 200,090.00 
March 30, 1919 —| | j— 0.00 








Change of Addresses. 


. A. Bentrup, ce. r. m., 915 N. Fifth St., St. Joseph, Mo. 

. C. Hl. Filter, Galden Valley, N. Dak. 

. Fiess, R. 3, Waupaca, Wis. 

. W. Gaertner, 2814 E. Spring St., Seattle, Wash. 

. H. Gallmann, 213 Hudson St., Hoboken, N. J. 

. C. Janzow, Ledue, Alta., Can. 

Rev. G. A. Obenhaus, 1681 William Ave., Chehalis, Wash. 

Rev. J. Olszar, R. 2, Box 61, Sauk Rapids, Minn. 

Rev. B. v. Schenk, 4107 Cedarwood Ave., Pine Lawn Br., St. 
Louis, Mo. 

Rev. W. Sprandel, Chambers, Nebr. 

Rev. W. C. Stoll, Cupar, Sask., Can. 

Rev. C. J. Werberig, Conover, N.C. 

J. i. Bartels, R. 2, Altamont, Ill. 

W. J. Danker, R. 2, Frankenmuth, Mich. 

W. A. Meier, 308 8. Oak St., Kendallville, Ind. 

Th. Meyer, 116 Vanderbilt Ave., Detroit, Mich. 

A. G. Rauschelbach, 1804 S. Raymond Ave., Sta. A, Bay City, Mich. 

M. F. Walkenhorst, 4032 N. 22d St., St. Louis, Mo. 


Rey. 


a 

ic) 
a SNS * 
RPQHeAA 








THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


Is an official organ of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missour!, Ohio. 

and Other States. It is published biweekly, and ts edited by an Editorial 

Committee consisting of Prof. Th. Graebner and Rev. Martin S. Sommer. 

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, $1.00 ner annum. In St. Louis, by mail or 
carrier, as well as in Canada and all other forcign countries, $1.25. 
Payable strictly in advance. 

ALL ARTICLES intended for publication In the paper should be addressed 
to Rev, M. S. Sommer, 3627 Ohio Ave., St. Louis. Mo. 

ALL OHURCH NEWS, Announcements, Acknowledgments, Notices, also 
a nOview should be sent to Prof. ‘Th. Granbase, 3618 Texas Ave., 

. Louis, Mo. 


‘NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS may begin at any time. 


OVANGE OF ADDRESS ts secured by giving both the new and the old 
address, and that one week before the change Is desired. 

AN AGENT Is desired in every town. Correspondence Invited. 

ADDRESS ALL BUSINESS MATTER to Concordia PuRLISHING FIOUSE, 
St, Louis, Mo, 


= oP aye ual enue pe 
; aN nied Up , vem A . <A 





Published biweekly by Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 


Subscription price, $1.00 per annum, payable strictly in advance. 


Entered as second-class inatter, December 20, 1911, at the Post Olffice at St. Louls, Mo., under the Act of March 3, 1879. 
Acceptance for mailing at speclal rate of postage provided for In section 1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized on July 5, 1918, 





VoL. XXXIX. 


ST. LOUIS, MO., FEBRUARY 17, 1920. 


No. 4. 





Have Mercy upon Us! 


Loving Savior, Thou dost know 

How the dangers round us grow, 

Whilst we journey here below 
Towards the sinless Home. 


When earth’s glittering display 

Lures us from the heavenward way, 

Ere we lose the power to pray, 
Jesu, interpose. 


When the touch of strong desire 

Sets these throbbing hearts on fire, 

Ere our feeble strength expire, 
Jesu, interpose. 


Lord, our path with snares is rife; 
Keep us through the deadly strife 
Till we gain the Better Life 


In Thy sinless Home. Amen. 
Selected. 


The Lamb of God. 


O.Lamb of God most holy! 


We worship Thee, we bow the knee before Thee. We 
own Thee our God. For Thou hast been from everlasting. 
Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever Thou hadst 
formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to 
everlasting, Thou art God. By Thee were all things made, 
and without Thee was not anything made that was made. 
Thou didst purpose from eternity, for sheer love to fallen 
mankind, to become the Lamb of God, to divert upon Thine 
holy head the full and righteous weight of Thy holy Father’s 
wrath. O Lamb of God most holy, we worship Thee! 


Upon the cursed tree slain. 


How bitter, how real, was the fulfilment of Thy love’s 
eternal purpose! ‘Thou wast born a very man, of our flesh 
and blood, moved with our infirmities. But they whom Thou 
camest to save knew Thee not. The sinful hated the Holy 
One. They laid their hands upon Thee. They reviled ‘Thee 
and condemned Thee to ‘leath. With ruthless hands, with 
their vile mouthings, they defiled Thy holy countenance. 


found. But Thou art the Lamb of God most holy. 


They scourged Thee, they took Thy life-blood. ‘They would 
have Thee bear Thine own cross. And they nailed Thee to 
the shameful tree in cruel torture. They killed Thee! The 
cold steel of the spear that pierced Thy heart only showed 
what their blind hatred had done before. 


E’er patient, meek, and lowly. 

Yet, in all that suffering, Thou wast as a lamb that is 
brought to the slaughter; and as a sheep before her shearers 
is dumb, so openedst ‘Thou not Thy mouth. When Thou wast 
reviled, ‘Thou didst not revile again; when Thou didst suffer, 
Thou didst not threaten. Nay, rather, in the most madden- 
ing, violent, excruciating onrush of pain Thou didst pray, 
‘Father, forgive them!” Yea, and even in the darkest hour, 
when Thy heavenly Father turned His face from Thee, when 
His righteousness gave Thee over to be a curse for us, when 
Fle withheld from Thee all cheer, all promise, every ray of 
hope, and forsook Thee, and gave Thee over to the furious 
onslaught of hell, even then wast Thou ever patient, meek, 


_and lowly, end Thy loving heart, even “neath the lash of Thy 


Father’s searing wrath, cried but, “My Father!” 


Though heaped with hate and disdain. 
For, more bitter than the pain of scourge and nail and 


‘thorn and cross was the sting of cruel tongues, the intentional 


misrepresentation of Thy loving sacrifice, the mockery of the: 
most sacred truth, the knowing and vile profanity poured 
upon ‘hy filial trust in Thy heavenly Father. How heaped 
with shame wast Thou in the blood-stained riot of fiendish 
cruelty! But ever and truly through it all Thou wast the 
Lamb of God that willingly suffered, and could not by any 
deceit and savage cunning be deflected from its course of 
mercy, nor persuaded to come down from the cross till all 
was accomplished. 


All sins Thou borest for us. 

Men saw ‘Thee and did esteem Thee stricken, smitten of 
God, and afllicted for Thine own folly. They who on a 
pleasant day had sung Hosannas unto Thee now lost all trust 
in Thee, and considered Thee a man whose sins God had 
Thou 
wast wounded for our transgressions, Thou wast bruised for 
our iniquities. ‘Thou wast chastised that we might have 
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peace; the merciless stripes of the scourge and of the Father’s 
wrath were laid upon Thee that the festering sores of our sins 
might be healed. Was there ever such healing? That Bar- 
abbas might go unscathed, Thou didst die. That we might 
have the righteousness of God, Thou wast made sin. Now is 
Satan’s power lost; for the Law is fulfilled for us, and its 
penalties are all paid for us by Thee, the Lamb of God 


most holy. 


Else had despair reigned o’er us. 

For it is our sins that have separated between us and 
God. The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is 
the Law. When we behold the fury of God’s holy wrath, we 
know that our sins render us defenseless, and that we cannot 
make amends. Hadst not Thou, the holy Son of God, become 
our brother and wrought this great salvation for us, and had 
we not Thy sweet Gospel-story to tell us of it and to give unto 
us the sustaining companionship of Thy Holy Spirit, then, in- 
deed, had despair reigned over us, and sin and death and hell 
would hold their carnival of malicious torment forever and 
unrebuked. 


Have mercy on us, O Jesus! 

O Jesus, Thou only Savior of the world, see how we still 
grovel here below. See how the vanities of the world and 
the frailties of the flesh and the furies of death still cause us 
to pine as we wander through this desert. Have mercy on us! 
Be with us ever! For Thou wast dead, but Thou art alive 
forevermore. Yea, Amen. Thine almighty, yet merciful 
hands, once pierced for us, hold the keys of hell and death. 
Be with us in Thy Word, speak to us through Thy Word, 
teach us, counsel us, comfort and sustain us, and uphold us 
with Thine Holy Spirit! Thou compassionate Lord Jesus, 
who art the Lamb of God most holy, have mercy on us! Thy 
peace be with us! Amen. 


South Euclid, O. H. M. Zorn. 


The Highest Office in the World. 





Words of Luther for Our Own Day. Translated for the 
“Lutheran Witness” by the Rev. Prof. Th. Engelder, 
Springfield, M1. 

And who can fittingly set forth the honor and praise 
God accords a good, faithful minister of the Gospel? Verily, 
earth’s greatest treasure and the world’s grandest men are 
our good, faithful pastors. 

For consider how greatly the grand work of the preacher 
and pastor benefits the world, and bear in mind that your boy, 
faithful in his ministry, is doing this very same work. That 
is, by him many are being daily instructed, converted, bap- 
tized, brought to Christ, saved; by him they are saved from 
sin, death, hell, and the devil; through him they obtain the 
eternal righteousness, life, and bliss; and of him and his 
work Daniel says: ‘The teachers shall shine as the brightness 
of the firmament, and they that turn many to righteousness as 
the stars forever and ever.” (Dan.12,3; R.V-) For God’s 
Word and ministry, if it only be preached and applied, can 
never fail nor cease to work mighty works, genuine miracles. 
But since this Word and ministry is wielded by your son, it is 
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his work which is producing these wonderful results. Men 
do not see it, but God sees him raising the dead, cleansing the 
lepers, causing the blind to see, the deaf to hear, the dumb to 
speak, and the lame to walk. And if these miracles are not 
of a physical, but of a spiritual nature, what then? Is the 
miracle which restores the soul not greater than that which 
restores the body? What does Christ say? “He that believeth 
on Me, the works that I do shall he also do; and greater 
works than these shall he do.” (John 14,12.) If every be- 
liever can do these great works in his restricted sphere, much 
more shall the minister of the Church do them, for the reason 
that he is dealing publicly with all the people. I need not 
point out that he is not doing this in his own, his human 
strength, but that it is effected by his office, instituted by God 
for this purpose, and by God’s Word which he is wielding; he 
is merely the instrument. 

Moreover, these spiritual miracles have at the same time 
a physical bearing. The minister does indeed restore the body, 
does indeed awaken the dead. He lays the groundwork for 
this great miracle. For when on the Last Day the Christians 
shall arise from the dead with bodies whose former imperfec- 
tions and defects, such as blindness, lameness, deafness, are 
changed into strength and beauty and perfection, bodies which 
shine forth as the sun, as Christ says, — to what is it owing? 
Is it not owing to the fact that they had been converted by 
the Word of God, by faith and Baptism been made members 
of the body of Christ? St. Paul says so. “God shall quicken 
your mortal bodies by the Spirit that dwelleth in you.” (Rom. 
8,11.) Now say: Who is instrumental in leading men to 
faith? Who is thus laying the groundwork for this bodily 
resurrection? Is it not the ministry of the Gospel, the Word 
of God, the very work your son is performing? Is not this 
an immeasurably greater and more splendid work and miracle 
than if he merely brought the dead back to this life or 
cured men of their blindness or leprosy for the period of this 
brief life? 

If you could feel assured your son was going to achieve 
this thing in one single instance, give sight to but one blind 
man, raise one person from the dead, deliver one person from 
the power of the devil, save one man from hell, would you 
not consider it your sacred duty gladly to devote all your 
property to having him trained for this work? Would you 
not leap‘for joy to know that you and your dollars had brought 
about such a glorious thing, glorious in the sight of God? 
All our present-day institutions and cloisters with all their 
boasted “good works” are not fit to hold a candle to such 
a preacher or schoolteacher. Their founders, pious lords and 
kings, did indeed have this noble purpose in view, the educa- 
tion and training of true pastors and preachers; but, alas, 
there has been an appalling change; Satan has taken them 
in hand and changed them into dens of murderers and real 
lobbies of hell, to the harm and hurt of Christendom. 

And now consider: Your son is doing, not merely one 
of these mighty works, but many of them, all of them, all the 
time. And, best of all, God is the Judge in this matter; He 
recognizes them and holds them in high esteem. What matters 
it if the world turns up its nose at them? And if the world 
should denounce your son for a heretic, deceiver, liar, rebel, so 
much the better; he shall take it for a token that he is of the 
right sort and like unto his Lord Jesus. (X, 427—429.) 
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A Letter to All Members of Synod. 


DEAR FELLOW-MEMBER OF SyNoD: — 


You have undoubtedly read the financial report of our 
worthy Treasurer in the last issue of the WITNESS. Your 
heart must again be filled with thanksgiving for the fact that 
our Lord has rendered hearts and hands willing to contribute 
large sums for the needs of His Kingdom. But you will also 
have noticed the discouraging item of a $42,000 deficit in the 
Synodical Treasury. This is indeed humiliating for us all, 
as it indicates that many of our brethren and sisters as yet 
lack a true insight into, and a proper understanding of, the 
principal business of the Church. " 

The report shows that the moneys of this treasury are, 
in the main, disbursed for the maintenance of our educational 
institutions, which are a precious gift of God; for in them 
our future pastors, teachers, and professors are prepared for 
their calling. 

Picture to yourself, my dear fellow-Christian, what the 
consequences would be if suddenly all our colleges would cease 
to exist. Where would we get pastors for our congregations, 
teachers for our schools, and workers for our mission-fields ? 
In a short time we would be compelled to relinquish our 
missions, to close our schools, and to leave our pulpits empty, 
or have them occupied by unorthodox ministers. You owe 
it to our seminaries that your congregation, in case of a 
vacancy, can at all times call a faithful pastor or teacher. 

Consequently we should all be highly interested in these 
our institutions. ‘They are the foremost treasures of the 
Church and the greatest blessing of our land. If through 
our ingratitude we would lose them, the Word of the Lord 
would soon become precious. 

It will, therefore, not do for you and your congregation 
to collect only here and there for this treasury; it must be 
done systematically, year in and year out, and with a joyful 
spirit, with a heart thankful for the privilege thus granted 
you by the Lord. 

Ephesians 4 we read that the exalted Savior gave gifts 
unto men, and verses 11 and 12 read as follows: “And He 
gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evan- 
gelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting 
of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying 
of the body of Christ.” The agents through which the Lord 
appropriates these gifts to us are our colleges, which in 
gracious condescension He assigned to our care. 

The report of our Treasurer tells us that our fourtcen 
institutions last year received $206,000. for their support from 
Synod. Do not be deceived by this sum, as it is not too large, 
considering the numerical strength of our Synod and the num- 
ber of students. Our Synod numbers more than a million souls 
in 4,246 congregations and preaching-places, served by 2,400 
pastors. We have 80,000 schoolchildren in 1,800 schools, 
taught by 1,000 teachers and 1,000 pastors. The enrolment 
in our colleges is 1,900 students, who are instructed by 
100 professors. 

In the past year our seminaries were able to supply can- 
didates only for vacancies in our own midst, and not also, as 
it should be, for extensive mission-work. 

I, therefore, my dear fellow-membecr of Synod, entreat 
you to have at heart our Synodical Treasury and see to it, 
as far as you are concerned, that it will not lack funds, regard- 
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less of whether you are a member of an organized congregation 
or a preaching-station, whether of an old or a young, a large 
or a small congregation. We all, men and women, rich and 
poor, young and old, have a duty toward, and an interest in, 
this treasury, which helps toward educating pastors and 
teachers for the edifying of the body of Christ. 

And as our exalted Savior will continually, unto the last 
day, endow His Church with pastors and teachers, and as 
we and our children are constantly in need of them, we should 
always contribute regularly to this treasury, and see to it that 
our congregations send in their allotted share. 

May our Lord Jesus Christ graciously preserve unto His 
Church our beloved educational institutions in these last try- 
ing days, and through them grant us pastors and teachers! 

With cordial greetings, 
Yours in the Lord, 
Chicago, Ill., February 3, 1920. F. PFOTENHAUER. 


“This Matter Is Up to All of Us.’ 


“Good evening, Pastor!” 

“Good evening, Mr. Q.!” 

“Are you at leisure this evening, Pastor?” 

“I had intended to devote the evening to study, Mr. Q. 
I have been attending some meeting every night this week. 
Now it is Thursday. I have also been unusually busy this 
week making sick-calls and calling on some of our members 
who needed my special attention. But I am glad to give you 
this evening. My wife told me that you were here last week 
and wished to have a long talk with me on some very im- 
portant matters.” 

“Perhaps I had better come on some other evening, 
Pastor.” 

“No, no, Mr. Q., you are here now, and my time is at 
your disposal.” 

“Well, Pastor, I have so many things on my mind; I do 
not know where to begin. Here is the book which you lent me. 
I looked through it carefully. I did not know that we pub- 
lished such a book.” | 

“Yes, Mr. Q., that Statistical Year-book of our Synod 
tells a story of its own. By the way, the Year-book giving 
the figures for 1919 will be off the press in a few months. 
Be sure to buy a copy.” 

“Surely my eyes were opened, Pastor. As I glanced 
through it on the first evening, I found the report of .our 
General Treasurer, Mr. Seuel. Just then a friend of mine 
rang up. .He lives in K. and is a member of one of our 
congregations. He was in town on business. He spent the 
night with me. I told him that I was surprised at the large 
sums of moneys which our Synod had raised during 1918. 
He, however, altogether disillusioned my mind. He told me 
that I had just looked at the large sum of money as it stood 
out by itself, and had not taken into consideration the large 
number of members our Synod has. We figured out that, all 
special collections included, our members did not contribute 
even five cents a week on an average for synodical purposes. 
Yes, my friend also told me that our members were not giving 
as much as twenty cents a week, on an average, for the support 
of their congregation. I told him that our congregation of 
1,000 communicant members certainly did, but when he asked 
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me to take paper and pencil and figure how much that would 
be, I was*much ashamed to confess that we fell far short. 
By the way, Pastor, why did you not send in the financial 
report for our congregation? I noticed that it is missing in 
the Statistical Year-book; in fact, many pastors did not send 
in this report.” 

“That I can explain to you, Mr. Q. I asked our treas- 
urer for the report. At first he said that he did not see 
why we should let the whole world know how much we are 
paying for our home expenses —” 

“You mean how little, Pastor — proceed, excuse the in- 
terruption.” 

“and then the treasurer so long delayed to give me 
the figures that I finally turned in my report without them.” 

“Let me tell you, Pastor, I have become very much 
interested in this matter of our finances, and I suggest that 
we take it up in our next meeting. Will you not talk it 
over with our church council and be ready to make some 
definite recommendations? I assure you that I shall speak 
on the floor of our meeting. There is an additional reason 
why we ought to take up this matter right now. I heard 
the other evening that our best teacher, Mr. H., is seriously 
thinking of leaving us because he cannot live on the small 
salary we are paying him.” 

“T can well understand that, Mr. Q. I receive fifteen 
dollars a month more than Mr. H. and pay no rent, but it 
takes all I receive to provide for our family of five children. 
But Mr. H. must remain with us. It would be a hard blow 
to our school if he would leave. I am in favor of raising 
his salary. But that has a direct bearing on that financial 
situation which you referred to before. Our members are 
not only not giving much to Synod, but also not to their 
home church.” : 

“T understand, Pastor, that our laymen at the Delegate 
Synod at Milwaukee two years ago made some recommenda- 
tions. Do you know what they were?” 

“Yes, here they are.” 

The pastor read the whole report on pages 55—57 from 
the printed minutes. 

“What kind of book is that, Pastor, from which you 
read this report?” 

“This is the English copy of the Proceedings of the 
Delegate Synod at Milwaukee. This Delegate Synod meets 
every three years.” 

“Why is it, Pastor, that we members do not receive 
a copy of these minutes? Is this copy only for pastors and 
teachers and such laymen as attended the meetings of Synod ?” 

“No, Mr. Q., any of our members may buy a copy.” 

“Pastor, I do not remember ever hearing that these 
printed minutes were on sale. Be sure to mention it to our 
members when the next minutes are published. No doubt, 
some of our members will order a copy. It seems to me that 
we laymen are kept somewhat in the dark.” 

“Surely not intentionally so, Mr. Q.” 

“That I believe, Pastor; but I think you will admit 
that no great effort has been made to enlighten us and keep 
us posted. You know that I attend our meetings regularly, 
but what I have learned these days has been a revelation 
to me, and I believe that I am just beginning to find out 
things. My wife also remarked that she is surprised to know 
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that we, who have been members of our church for many 
years, are so poorly informed. And that is exactly what our 
laymen say in that report which you read — they say lack 
of formation is one of the reasons why our people are not 
contributing more money to Synod. In business, Pastor, we 
know that we cannot expect to sell anything to a man if he 
is not interested; for no man likes to pay money for any- 
thing which he thinks he does not need. I can well under- 
stand that the members of our congregations are paying so 
little to Synod; they know very little or nothing about 
Synod’s work, they are not interested, they do not see the 
need of spending their money in this way. Then the printed 
report also speaks of a lack of system. Since my friend from 
out of town first spoke to me on this matter, I have been 
seriously thinking it over. It is true—lack of system! As 
long as I belong to this congregation, I do not remember 
that we ever tried to enlist every communicant member to 
give regularly for our church and for Synod. Of course, 
we have in sermons and meetings often been told to give, but 
we have never systematically followed up the good work. I am 
sure that the Lord does not object to system in His church 
business.” 

“No, of course not, Mr. Q. In the Old Testament the 
Lord had His system of tithes. That, of course, we cannot 
introduce in the New Testament. But also in the New Testa- 
ment we read of system. Paul writes to the congregation at 
Corinth: ‘Upon the first day of the week let every one of you 
lay by him in store as God hath prospered him.’ 1 Cor. 16, 2. 
First day of the week! Every one! That is system, is it not?” 

“That is right, Pastor. Now, let us get this thing under 
way in our congregation. But would it not be well if all 
our churches could be brought into line? If only a congre- 
gation here or there introduces regular, systematic giving, 
that will not help the cause at large very much. Can we 
not all get together?” 

“Yes, Mr. Q., we can. And provision has been made 
for this very thing. We have the machinery, but it is not 
working very well yet. You will have noticed that the report 
of the laymen at Milwaukee, which Synod unanimously 
adopted, says that the visitor of each district should call a 
meeting, and that Synod holds the visitors and the delegates 
who attended synod responsible for carrying out Synod’s 
recommendations.” 

“Pastor, what is a visitor? 
hearing or seeing one.” 

“IT have been pastor of this congregation eleven years, 
Mr. Q., but no visitor has ever been here.” 

The pastor then.explained at some length to Mr. Q. what 
the duties of the visitor are, and also what he is supposed to 
do in order to carry out the laymen’s recommendations of the 
Milwaukee synod. 

“So it is up to the visitor, is it?” said Mr. Q. 

“It is up to all of us, Mr. Q.” : 

“Yes, you are right, Pastor; it is up to all of us. But 
is it not true, too, that there must be some one who leads 
also in this matter of church finances, who keeps us members 
informed, and who shows us how we can best collect our 
moneys for home and for synodical purposes? Some time 
ago I heard some one say that our pastors are somewhat to 
blame for our poor financial conditions, that they are too 
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timid to ask us for money, that they also at times lack courage 
and perseverance when they meet with difficulties. I believe 
that there is some truth in that. Let me encourage you, 
Pastor, to put this whole financial matter squarely before 
our congregation. I’ll assure you that the majority of our 
members will be with you.” 

“Thank you, thank you, Brother Q.! Your visit has been 
an encouragement to me. It is not very often that one of 
our members comes and talks over these matters with me and 
shows an interest such as you have done.” 

“Perhaps we also have been at fault,” replied Mr. Q. 
“You said a little while ago that this matter is up to all 
of us. So it is. I must leave now. Good night.” 

“God bless you! Regards to your wife.” 


St. Louis, Mo. JoHN H.C. Fritz. 


Convention of the Western District. 


The loftiest and most inspiring assemblies on earth are 
without a doubt our synodical conventions. This was the 
pleasant experience of the Western District when it met for 
the first time since 1916 and convened at St. Louis, Octo- 
ber 15 to 21, 1919, in Holy Cross Church. In the opening 
service the old Lutheran chorals sounded forth in their 
majestic strength. Pupils of the parochial school added cheer 
to the service by singing the 24th Psalm. The venerable 
Rev. F. Pfotenhauer, choosing for his text the 87th Psalm, 
preached an edifying sermon on “The Glory of the Christian 
Church.” It was manifest that the living Christ was in the 
midst of those who had gathered in His name. Guided by 
His Spirit, they could securely plan further achievements for 
His kingdom. 

President J. J. Bernthal opened the sessions in the spa- 
cious school auditorium. His encouraging address brought 
home the words of the apostle: “Let us not be weary in well- 
doing; for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” 

The doctrinal discussions were led by Rev. J. A. Fried- 
rich, who read the first part of his paper treating “On the 
Duties Enjoined upon a Christian Congregation with the 
Privileges Imparted through the Office of the Keys.” The 


essayist compared the Church with a democracy in which the . 


citizens cheerfully perform their important duties prompted 
by the rare privileges they enjoy. The administration of the 
Office of the Keys is entrusted to the Church of Christ on 
earth, therefore, to all Christians. The chief function of this 
Church-power is the preaching of the Gospel. This is done 
from the pulpit through the called ministers of Christ. In- 
dividually, however, whenever opportunity offers itself, no 
Christian is exempt from giving utterance to the faith that 
is in him. The ransomed children of God should discharge 
these sacred obligations and be about their Father's business 
with a zeal that is worthy of the rare privileges which the 
grace of God has conferred upon them. It was enlarged upon 
how the Gospel is properly applied in the home, in the local 
congregation, in the Sunday- and Christian day-school, at 
home and abroad. | 

The Mission Board through its secretary, Rev. F. W. 
Weidmann, reported that twenty-eight pastors, one student, 
and three teachers were doing the Lord’s work at forty-nine 
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places in Missouri, at fourteen in Arkansas, and at four in 
Tennessee. Attention was called to territory that ought to be 
explored and developed, to the insufficient salaries of the mis- 
sionaries, and to the blighting debt in this important treasury 
of the District. At the Board’s urgent appeal Synod resolved 
to call a Field Secretary for the mission-work. 


Rev. L. Sieck, chairman of the Board for City Missions, 
and the Rev. F. W. Herzberger, missionary, reported on the 
progress of this work in the various public institutions of 
St. Louis. The congregations of the District outside of 
St. Louis were particularly appealed to for their promised 
fourth of the expenses incurred. 

A brief and impressive service was held to commemorate 
the twenty-fifth anniversary of Synod’s Foreign Missions. 
Rev. R. Kretzschmar, chairman of this Board, presided over 
the service and offered the prayer. The Schubert Quartet ren- 
dered suitable selections. Dr. F. Pieper delivered an eloquent 
address, appealing to Synod as wise virgins to take oil in 
their vessels with their lamps, to be faithful also in their 
mission-work among the heathen, for: “Blessed is that ser- 
vant, whom his Lord, when He cometh, shall find so doing.” 

The welfare of the Christian day-school, of course, was 
given due deliberation. After the teachers had been busy in 
a special session going over and endorsing a plan of the School 
Board, they offered a number of recommendations towards 
bringing this jewel of our Church under an efficient common 
system. ‘The office of a school superintendent was created, 
and the Board was authorized to call an experienced man to 
fill this position. 

That the chief treasuries of Synod might not be con- 
tinually harassed with a deficit, a system of financing so suc- 
cessfully used by the St. Louis congregations was discussed. 
This system is to be carried out within the District by the 
Visitors. It calls for an every-member canvass, and an ap- 
portionment of the moneys received for the various treasuries. 
The District requested its officers to recommend a like system 
to the delegate convention at Detroit next year. 

President F. Pfotenhauer gave a survey of the various 
activities of the General Body. The generous support of our 
orphanage at Des Peres, Mo., was urged by Mr. H. W. C. 
Waltke. Rev. P. Koenig spoke on young people’s work. Rev. 
F. Wenger reported that the $7,310 needed during this year 
for the Support Fund were not nearly raised. The cause of 
Negro Missions was espoused by its Field Secretary, Rev. C. 
F. Drewes. Prof. F. W. C. Jesse of Seward, Nebr., and Prof. 
C. W. G. Eifrig of River Forest, Ill., reported the progress 
achieved at their respective Teachers’ Seminaries. Both 
pleaded for boys, so that the shortage of teachers might be 
overcome, and for material support, so that the students might 
receive wholesome nourishment. Prof. L. Fuerbringer spoke 
on the conditions and prospects of sound Lutheranism in 
Europe. 

At the special pastoral service Rev. R. Kretzschmar de- 
livered a sermon on Acts 28, 30. 31, setting forth “The Real 
Business of the Ministry.” 

The election of officers resulted as follows: Rev. John 
H. C. Fritz, President; Rev. F. Brust, First Vice-President; 
Rey. L. J. Schwartz, Second Vice-President; Prof. W. Arndt, 
Secretary; Mr. George Hocrber, Treasurer. Ais W: 3B. 
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Annual Report of the Board of General 
Supervisors. 


Again the Board of General Supervisors begs leave to 
report on its activities during the past year. That under 
present general conditions our task was not an easy one every- 
body will readily see. In fact, it seemed as though the Board 
had to deal with nothing but difficulties. And it could hardly 
be expected that under present-day conditions there should 
have been large palpable results. 

Considerable thought was given to the support. of our 
dear professors. Already a year ago we reported that at the 
beginning of 1919 they received a 5 per cent. bonus. Begin- 
ning with the 1st of July, all salaries were raised 10 per cent. ; 
and at Christmas another bonus of 5 per cent. was given them. 
We felt that more should have been done, but under the cir- 
cumstances we did not see our way clear to do what we should 
like to have done. What we did was welcome and gratefully 
accepted; but still complaints that the salaries were insuf- 
ficient, and that our men, to some degree, were working under 
depressing circumstances reached our ears repeatedly. Synod 
itself will have to lay down the rules by which the boards that 
are entrusted with these salary questions are to be governed in 
this matter. 

Extensive building operations have not been going on 
during the year. In Springfield, Ill., sad experience had 
taught the necessity of enlarging the hospital facilities by 
adding isolation rooms to the regular sick-rooms at a cost 
of $5,383. . 

As already indicated in last year’s report, it was found 
to be impracticable to erect the new building in Concor- 
dia, Mo., as Synod had ordered. After long deliberations 
your Board took up this matter with the Western District 
of Synod. There our brethren gave it as their opinion that 
this matter should be reported back to Synod. Our good 
college at Concordia, therefore, is to be one of the many 
difficult problems Synod will have to consider carnestly at 
its next meeting. 

For Winfield the erection of a residence for the college 
president had been appropriated. But the $5,000 voted for 
this purpose did not suffice by far. We therefore tried to 
delay it. But this house is needed so badly that its erection 
cannot be postponed any longer. Living too far away from 
the dormitory, the president cannot perform his duties as is 
required for the welfare of the institution. Besides, it be- 
came necessary to build also a professor’s dwelling, as for 
one of our professors it was next to impossible to find suit- 
able rent. Very reluctantly, therefore, the Board ordered 
these two buildings to be erected. We are trying to keep 
down the cost as much as possible. It will be good news to 
all members of Synod to learn that brethren in Winfield and 
the whole Kansas as well as the Texas District have acquired 
and presented to Synod an entire city block adjoining our 
college grounds to the west, on which these dwellings will be 
built. We thank these brethren for their liberal gift. 

Some other demands for buildings we could not classify 
as emergency cases, and therefore had to refer the petitioners 
to Synod, which will have to decide what action to take. 
Some demands that undoubtedly will be made are for pro- 
fessors’ dwellings at Fort Wayne, St. Paul, and Bronxville; 
and a durmitory for our Nebraska institution has been needed 
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very badly for years. But the great event unquestionably will 
be the proposals of the Survey Committee for Concordia 
Seminary in St. Louis. Indeed, our Lord will have much 
work for His faithful to do. | 

The usual summer repairs on our college buildings also 
have come in for their share, and though we tried to econo- 
mize as much as we could, the sums needed were not small. 
Who could expect it to be otherwise at to-day’s prices? The 
budget for repairs for the coming triennium, of necessity, 
must be considerably above that of three years ago. 

Our Building Fund would have shown almost no deficit, 
had it not been for the Springfield hospital. ‘Till Synod 
convenes also the rest of our old debt on professors’ dwellings 
at Bronxville ($12,000) and the residences being erected at 
Winfield must be paid for out of this fund. Can we not raise 
enough money for this fund to enable us to report to Synod 
in June: No debts in Building Fund? 

You all know that the Synodical Treasury is not in good 
condition. Is it not a pity that this most important of all 
treasuries cannot be kept free from deficits? And how easily 
could it be done, if we did our duty, if we were grateful for 
the dear Gospel! If all the brethren and sisters in Christ 
would make up their minds to do so, we could wipe out that 


ugly $40,000 deficit until Synod meets in Detroit. Would 
not that cause great rejoicing? ‘Then let us do it. 
God bless His kingdom! 
Repectfully, 
THE BoaRD OF GENERAL SUPERVISORS: 
Wm. HaGen. 
BEN. Bosse. 


Henry W. Horst. 


Editorial. 


Underpaid Teachers.— Many years ago Oliver Wendell 
Holmes wrote: “The natural end of a tutor is to perish by 
starvation. It is only a question of time.” 

While all teachers have not perished for the want of .food, 
yet we must all admit that they certainly do not belong to that 
class of people of whom the Bible says: “Their eyes stand out 
with fatness. They have more than heart could wish.” As 
a class, men have not dealt with them according to that rule 
laid down by our Lord: “To whom much is given, of him much 
will be required.” The rule which has been followed in the 
treatment of teachers has been this: “Give them almost noth- 
ing, and require of them almost everything.” All this indicates 
the deep depravity and corruption of humankind. Thus the 
world treats its own mother. They call the school alma mater 
(nourishing mother). And who is that mother but the tutors, 
instructors, and teachers? And how are these teachers treated ? 
Nero killed his teacher, Seneca. To-day the largest and most 
influential daily of one of our largest and wealthiest citics 
reports that a high school junior, about the age of nineteen 
years, created a disturbance and commotion which caused 
a wild scramble among the pupils, screaming and climbing upon 
desks and chairs. The principal investigated the affair and 
suspended the junior. The pupil tried to have the suspension 
lifted. When he failed in this, he struck the principal and 
would have continued his offense if he had not been forcibly 
restrained. All this conduct is reported in the paper in a spirit 
of levity. Everything that could be said for the recalcitrant 
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pupil is said, and the assault which the young man made upon 
his teacher is pictured as a personal altercation between them 
‘in which the principal finished second.” 

Not only are the teachers starved. They must bear to be 
treated with disrespect by their pupils. They are blamed if they 
do not advance these pupils, stupid though they be, without the 
aid of any harsh methods, and if any trouble arises, they may 
be sure that in most cases the parents, the public press, and 
the public in general will side with the pupil against the teacher. 
The teacher will be denounced as one who does not understand 
his business. That is the way in which the world treats its 
teachers. And how is it with the Christians? Oh, for shame, 
let us smite upon our breasts and cry out, “God be merciful 
to me, asinner!” Why is it that our schools cannot be supplied 
with teachers? Why is it that so many of our teachers resign ? 
Why is it that so many of them suffer in silence? Why is it 
that so many struggle continually with all manner of diffi- 
culties? It is not because they are so highly appreciated. It is 
not because they are so generously remunerated. It is not be- 
cause they are so highly esteemed. How can we teach others 
to esteem our schools, to recognize thcir value, and to praise 
their efficiency, if we ourselves despise and starve the men who 
labor in them? 

God bless our self-sacrificing teachers! God give us more 
of them! But let us do more than praise them and pray for 
them; let us esteem them very highly in love for their work’s 
sake, and — by all means — let us support them properly. _S. 

Secret Societies. — On January 13, 1920, the Board of 
Education of the City of St. Louis, Mo., acting in accordance 
with a suggestion of the Superintendent of Schools, declared 
against secret societies in the public high schools as “undemo- 
cratic, undesirable, and injurious to the free and wholesome life 
of the schools.” The Superintendent had recommended to the 
Board that it place its stamp of disapproval upon all such 
fraternities and sororities, and that it forbid all pupils to 
form, or become members of, such an organization. In his 
report he said: “Such organizations exert a pernicious influence 
upon their own members and upon pupils who do not belong to 
them, and upon the voluntary organizations of pupils that are 
approved and fostered by the schools, and they are all sub- 
versive of the fundamental principles upon which the public 
schools rest.” 

Why are these men opposed to these secret societies? Are 
they bigoted, narrow-minded, or prejudiced? Or are they Lu- 
therans? Some people claim that the Lutherans are the only 
ones who oppose secret societies. Ask these men, and they will 
tell you that they are not Lutherans, and that it is neither 
bigotry nor prejudice which has caused them to take this stand. 
They will tell you that they have taken this action because facts 
and experience have convinced them that the secret society is 
an evil which makes for tyranny, rebellion against constituted 
authority, the protection of the criminal], and the insidious per- 
secution of the innocent. 

Our Lutheran fathers recognized and combated the evil of 
secretism because they knew that the One whom every genuine 
Christian acknowledges to be his absolute Lord once for all 
repudiated all secretism when He said: “Jn secret have I said 
nothing.” Let us ever gratefully recognize that God gave to the 
fathers of our Synod grace and wisdom to see the viciousness 
and folly of the secret society, and to warn us in time against it. 
God granted them to see clearly that such secret societies as the 
Masons, Odd-Fellows, and others are nothing but an attempt to 
unite Christ and Belial, righteousness and unrighteousness, 
darkness and light. All those who call Jesus “Lord” should 
beware lest they be found of that class who call him “Lord, 
Lord,” but are not doing His will. In order to avoid this 
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hypocrisy, all they who acknowledge Jesus Christ as their God 
and Savior should demonstrate their sincerity by heeding the 
voice of the Good Shepherd when He calls to them to be separate 
from unbelievers, errorists, and idolaters. It is the voice of the 
Good Shepherd that we hear in these words: “Be ye not un- 
equally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship 
hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion 
hath light with darkness? and what concord hath Christ with 
Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? 
and what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? For 
ye are the temple of the living God, as God hath said, I will 
dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be My people. Wherefore come out from among 
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 
unclean thing, and I will receive you, and will be a Father 
unto you, and ye shall be My sons and daughters, saith the 
Lord Almighty.” 2 Cor. 6, 14—18. 

And Jesus said, once for all times: 
voice.” 

Unionism in the Daily Press. — We and our people are 
forced by circumstances to read the daily paper. After the 
patriot reads what is transpiring in the country, and the busi- 
ness man reads that information which is required for the 
proper conduct of his business, and all read such general in- 
formation concerning the weather, health, crops, etc., as may be 
interesting and profitable to them, they also find religious items 
and articles, and sermons. Of what nature is this religious 
literature of the daily paper? By far the greater part of it 
consists of ludicrous eccentricities, misleading mysticisms, and 
—unionism. The latter especially is a favorite topic of the 
preacher in the daily press. 

The following, by an Episcopalian rector, is a fair sample 
of such unionistic preaching : — 

“We are all agreed on these three great points: Belief in 
God and immortality and our duty to God and to man: When 
we stop stressing our differences and begin to emphasize our 
points of agreement, then we may hope to attract some of that 
50 per cent. of our population who profess nothing in particular. 
And we will begin to make progress, and the disorders in the 
nation — economic, religious, and social — will be minimized.” 

The preacher states first that about 50 per cent. of the 
population is still without the churches. Secondly, that we 
cannot hope to win this 50 per cent. until the churches are 
willing to stop stressing their differences and to emphasize their 
points of agreement. The natural consequence of this will be 
to have every one cease missionary activity and go in for union- 
istic propaganda. If nothing can be done to win the unchurched 
until the churches have gotten together, then we must engage 
all our powers to bring about the union of the churches. 

And what does the rector consider a proper basis for union ? 
He mentions three articles of a creed upon which he believes 
the churches might unite: First, belief in God; secondly, im- 
mortality; thirdly, our duty to God and to man. 

In the course of his remarks he is quoted as saying to the 
Jew: “If you are a Jew, seek your temple and your rabbi and 
be loyal.” According to this, one of the greatest mistakes that 
ever happened was the conversion of Paul the Apostle to Chris- 
tianity. But aside from the false and fatal religious error 
which this Episcopal rector is proclaiming, did it not occur to 
him that there are hundreds of Jewish rabbis who are paid 
and supported to preach to the Jews to seek their rabbis and 
be loyal? 

What is there left in this preaching of this Episcopal 
clergyman that is still Christian? Do you wonder that one 
Episcopal bishop has resigned his office because the clergymen 
under him preach just such heathen sentiments, and he was not 
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even permitted to reprove them? Do you wonder that another 
bishop has declared that the Episcopal Church is facing bank- 
ruptcy ? — 

The daily press gladly prints unionistic sentiments. The 
Romanists like to read them; they know that such sentiments 
cause the Protestants to look with admiring eyes upon the unity 
of Rome. And the lodgemen love to read them. For isn’t that 
just exactly what the lodge stands for? And our people are 
endangered by reading them! We dare not cease, therefore, to 
give proper instructions concerning this soul-poison, and to 
warn our people against it. S. 

Judges, Physicians, and Preachers. — A number of 
judges have lately appealed to preachers and churches to pay 
more attention to certain classes that are brought into court, 
notably juveniles, and those who have domestic disagreements. 
We ourselves heard a judge arraign the preachers of St. Louis, 
Mo., for not looking after the many delinquents who might be 
influenced for good by proper pastoral and spiritual instruction. 
Government officials, especially our judges, who are daily con- 
fronted with the sad consequences of human sin and folly, 
recognize the pitiful inadequacy of their own punitive measures. 
Their conscience, their reason, and their heart tell them that 
the poor boys and girls who stand before them ought to have 
not punishment only, but instruction, enlightenment, and, above 
all, spiritual power. The judge is neither a preacher nor a pas- 
tor, but he feels that the case needs a spiritual adviser more 
than it needs a sentencing judge. 

In like manner we have heard physicians declare that it 
is pitiful to administer drugs to those whom sin is destroying. 
These poor creatures appeal to the doctor, whereas they need 
the help of the Savior. We remember that a noted medical 
specialist told an assembled body of doctors and professors of 
medicine that if there were no hell, it would be necessary to 
invent one for the good of mankind. We have also several 
times seen religious pictures in the offices of medical prac- 
titioners. In their perplexity of mind some of these men have 
called their patients’ attention to Him who alone can save from 
the curse of sin. 

Neither court, judge, prince, doctor, nor millionaire can do 
for this suffering world what we Christians can do for it. Let 
us therefore give, do, work, and speak for this work of salvation 
by which we achieve results such as no government official, no 
scientist, and no prince can accomplish. Must we have a judge 
appeal to us to do our duty? Should we preachers and people 
not know this better than any government official or doctor of 
medicine can tell us? S. 

The “Christian Herald” and Dr. Sheldon. — Dr. Charles 
M. Sheldon, the well-known preacher of Kansas City and author 
of In His Steps, has been engaged as Editor-in-Chief of the 
Christian Herald. What we may expect from Dr. Sheldon may 
readily be seen from the following editorial of January 10, 
1920: — 

“Let the United States Government, a great and powerful 
nation as compared with Mexico, gain her good will by every pos- 
sible means to such an extent that the Mexican government will 
permit and welcome American schoolteachers and missionaries 
by the thousands to enter Mexico and build up the everlasting 
civilization that rests on the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Then 
let Congress appropriate two billion dollars to put up school- 
houses and churches all over Mexico, and let the details of this 
work be carried out by the Interchurch World Movement. Even 
under Diaz the Dictator our missionaries were allowed to estab- 
lish schools and churches, and the results were marvelous even 
under tremendous: handicaps. The Yaqui Indians, who have 
been deprived of their land in Mexico, are capable of great 
human development. The Mexican people are capable of the 
same. Within twenty-five years, if the United States spent as 
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much money and energy and life as a physical war would cost, 
Mexico would be conquered, her riches would be developed, her 
commerce with us would be enormous, and her relations friendly 
and brotherly.” 

If Dr. Sheldon would compare his bit of advice with the 
command and the methods of the Lord Jesus Christ, whom he 
claims to serve, it ought not take him long to sce that either 
his advice is wrong, or that Jesus made a mistake when He 
sent a few poor, apparently ill-equipped men out into the world 
to found missions and to build the Holy Christian Church. 
According to the advice of Dr. Sheldon, Jesus should have told 
Pontius Pilate and the Sanhedrin of the Jews to drop their 
differences, to come to some understanding, and then to appro- 
priate money so that He and His disciples might be enabled to 
evangelize the world. 

Dr. Sheldon is a Doctor of Divinity (we do not know who 
gave him the degree), but he has learned the meaning and sense 
neither of the Bible nor of the Constitution of the United States. 
If Congress really presumed to act upon his advice, imagine, 
if you can, the hubbub, uproar, and confusion in this country 
because of the appropriation of the States’ money for missions 
in Mexico. S. 

A Pastor Answers Roper. — We are glad to give credit to 
an Episcopal clergyman for the following manly and intelligent 
reply to Daniel C. Roper’s presumptuous request that the 
churches aid in ferreting out transgressors of the Eighteenth 
Amendment. Rev. Dr. Henry Davies, pastor of Christ Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church at Easton, Md., has written a letter 
to Daniel O. Roper, Commissioner of Internal Revenue, flatly 
declining to aid in the enforcement of Prohibition under the 
Eighteenth Amendment, or to name a committee of His parish- 
ioners for the purpose, as requested by Commissioner Roper in 
a recent circular letter sent out to the clergy and churches of 
the country. ‘ 

“Though I am not a Prohibitionist, and believe that the 
amendment is so ill advised that it will eventually be repealed,” 
wrote the pastor, “I still shall obey the law as every good 
American will. When, however, you ask me as a clergyman 
to sacrifice my private convictions and join with those who have 
made Prohibition a political issue for many years in an effort 
to enforce their creed on others by political means, I think you 
are exceeding your sphere and trenching on the moral aspect 
of the question. Prohibition used to be a moral question; it 
is SO no more; it is one of politics, and hence clergymen must 
refrain from active participation if they would fulfil their true 
vocation and ministry. 

“You say that the period of debate is past, and that the 
law will be mercilessly enforced by cvery means in the power 
of the Government. I think that is the only course that could 
be pursued. But I protest against the attempt to mix the 
Church in politics in this endeavor. 

“This fact will also explain why I should also strongly 
resist the attempt to organize a committee on law enforcement 
in my church, such as you propose in your Ictter, ‘to receive all 
complaints of violation of law, and to lodge such complaints, 
together with the evidence obtained, with the proper authorities.’ 
In this church we are not accustomed to such intrusion into the 
private morals and conduct of its members, which looks, on the 
surface at least, too much like a secret service, or worse — 
spying.” S. 

Palmy Days for Spiritists.— The week of January 11 
was the most encouraging one enjoyed so far by Spiritism in 
its successful invasion of America. Jévery day brought the 
movement that publicity which is the breath of its nostrils. 
The Sunday paper brought a two-column report on a lecture 
delivered in Carnegie Hall, New York, by the Belgian author 
Macterlinck; a lecture fairly oozing with the effluvia of Me- 
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diumism, Spiritism, and Theosophy, Astral, Magnetic Fluid, 
Odie Force, ete. Then came the news prominently played up 
in the dailies, about the thriving business done by the mediums 
in London. “They are booked for weeks ahead and have ceased 
to advertise because they are so busy with folks who make their 
appointments in advance.” During the same week, in the city 
of Buffalo alone, no less than six spiritistic churches advertised 
in one daily paper. (Brother Walker writes us that the town 
is a regular hotbed of Spiritism.) Then more free advertising 
in the shape of a cable letter of 1,200 words reporting an attack 
on Spiritualism by the Bishop of London. Next day this was 
contained in a weekly: “Mothers, wives, and sweethearts of 
American soldiers who died in France are besieging the Ameri- 
can Society of Psychical Research in such numbers, all seeking 
communications from the hero dead, that the officers of the soci- 
ety announced they are soliciting an endowment of $2,000,000 
to handle the requests. ... ‘These mothers, sweethearts, and 
relatives want proof — proof positive — that their loved ones are 
dead,’ said Professor Walter F. Prince, acting secretary and 
investigation officer of the society. ‘When they come to us, we 
recommend them to any one of the twelve mediums operating 
under the auspices of the Psychical Research Society.’ ” 

The same day a church-paper reprints a press dispatch 
which reports that in the town of Cleveland, Okla., one firm 
sold 1,000 Ouija Boards in two months. . 

On the 15th arrived Sir Oliver Lodge, celebrated British 
_ scientist and leader of the spiritistic cult, in New York. He 
was at once interviewed on the messages he had from his son, 
dead in France. 

The Saturday Evening Post for January 17 brought an 
article entitled “The New Fairy Land,” treating the same sub- 
ject, although negatively. 

Eddyism has not had as much advertising in five years as 
Spiritism has had in the past three months. Let all who love 
the Christian Church, the Gospel, and their own souls, refrain 
from dabbling in its mysteries! G. 

Humbug and the Devil. — When examining the confused 
and confusing teachings of such unscientific and ungodly cults 
as Christian Science and Spiritism, many of us have often 
wondered where the humbug ends and the devil’s magic begins. 
Rationalists speak lightly of all such quackery, as if it consisted 
merely of cunningly devised fables and delusions adroitly fitted 
to the diseased cravings of weak minds, and highly profitable to 
‘the sharper who knows how to manipulate them. Erasmus, for 
instance, during the Dark Ages, chuckled and laughed at the 
monks who fattened upon the credulity and superstitious fears 
of the crowd. Oliver Wendell Holmes wrote very entertaining 
humor about the “women of both sexes” who believe in the 
pseudo-sciences, and consult phrenologists to,explain the bumps 
on their head, and believe all the stories of the wonderful cures 
with which the quack fills his medical calendars. Mark Twain 
provided a feast of humor for his readers by telling them about 
his visits to a Christian Science healer and to a Spiritualist 
medium in New York. And who can deny that superstitions 
are ridiculous? 

And yet it is also true that there is more than unreason in 
many foolish superstitions. Satanic delusions are intimately 
connected with the humbug. Just as the Bible contains not 
only heavenly revelations, but also many earthly truths which 
are borne out by science and our every-day experience, so 
Satan’s delusions are intimately united with barefaced contra- 
dictions of well-known facts and our daily experience. Good 
common sense never contradicts the Bible, but such supersti- 
tions as Christian Science. Spiritism, and other humbugs never 
agree even with natural reason. There are many things in 
QOhristian Science which may be demonstrated to every person 
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who still retains his common sense to be contrary to experience 
and fact; and yet we sec that system of lies gaining a strange 
and horrible power over many souls of men. This weird and 
evil influence is not exerted by a few ridiculous errors and 
human misconceptions, but by the Father of Lies, who inter- 
twines his dark delusions with all manner of self-contradictory 
nonsense. He not only excludes the bright light of the sweet 
and blessed Gospel from the soul, but he also perverts the noble 
reason of man until he has ruined the chief visible creature of 
Almighty God and made of him a fool and a wreck ready for 
eternal damnation. We may laugh at superstitions, but we 
must do more. We must pray God to preserve us from them, 
and we must avoid those who would infect us with this Satanic 
disease. We must flee from its corrupting influence. 

In all things, in earthly things and in heavenly things, the 
Christian must cultivate a sincere love of the truth. There 
must at all times echo and reecho in our hearts what God has 
said: “Buy the truth and sell it not.” Prov. 23, 23. 

Above all things we must hold fast Him who is Himself 
the Truth. They who cling to Him, though all else fail and 
perish, have the light of the world and can never be overcome 
by the darkness of any superstition. S. 

Art and Morals. — J. Knowles Hare, an artist whose work 
is known to millions, visited the theater on one of his “nights 
off” to view the play Aphrodite. Later he gave to the New York 
American his views of the Comstock-Gest spectacle. He is 
quoted as follows: “Aphrodite is a beautiful and artistic pic- 
ture — no less attractive because it handles a rotten subject in 
a very beautiful way.... Let me say at the outset that I would 
hesitate to take my maiden aunt to the performance. New 
Yorkers, I think, do not go to Aphrodite for moral uplift or 
emotional thrills.... Mind you, I am not in any sense. ‘knock- 
ing’ the show. ... ‘Line a sewer with marble and it will be 
a sewer still,’ is an aphorism that occurs to me in contemplation 
of the searching living photograph of human vice and degrada- 
tion that Dorothy Dalton and her fellow-Thespians make keenly 
visual in Aphrodite. Their masterly performance is amazing.” 

This artist is careful to state that he is not “knocking” 
the show; still he is forced to confess that, though the per- 
formance is masterly and done in a beautiful way, yet the 
subject is rotten, and though the sewer is lined with marble, 
it is a sewer still. 

We know that there are those who must gather garbage, 
cart away dead animals, and go down into sewers, and we often 
wonder how they live; at times we have read of workers in 
sewers being overcome by sewer gas. But can any one justly 
claim that for the sake of art and a general knowledge of life 
it is necessary, or even permissible, for us to view every sewer, 
td smell every stench, and to investigate every rottenness? 

To the Christian God’s Word is plain: “Flee fornication,” 
and: “It is a shame even to speak-of those things which are 
done of them in secret.” Eph.5,12. If it is a shame even to 
speak of “those things,” how much greater is the shame to act 
and to behold such horrible, rotten scenes! S. 





Outlook and Kenic. 


Correspondence. 





THE FORTHCOMING POPULAR COMMENTARY 
OF THE BIBLE. 


I. Why a Lutheran Commentary? 

As stated in the LutTHerRAN Wrrness almost a year ago 
(Vol. XXXVI, No.6), our Concordia Publishing House has 
undertaken the task of publishing a Popular Commentary of 
the Bible, to be complete in four volumes, the manuscript for 
the first volume, including the Gospels and the Acts of the 
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Apostles, being ready for the printer at this writing. It has 
been suggested that it will be of general interest to the members 
of the Lutheran Church and the patrons of our Publishing 
House to have the need, the scope, the form, the object of th 
commentary, and other questions discussed. 

The very first question should appeal to every Lutheran 
that loves his Bible and reads it regularly: Why should a 
Lutheran commentary be written and published? Let us divide 
the question and ask, first of all: Why a commentary of the 
Bible? 

We note here, first, and with great emphasis, that the out- 
standing feature of the Bible is its perspicuity or clearness, the 
quality “which renders all the doctrines and precepts laid down 
in the inspired Word freely accessible to every reader or hearer 
of average human intelligence and sufficient knowledge’ of the 
languages employed.” The Bible itself teaches that it is a clear 
book. “Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my 
path.” Ps.119,105. “The entrance of Thy words giveth light; 
it giveth understanding unto the simple.” Ps.119,130. “The 
commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the cyes.” 
Ps. 19, 8. In accordance with these texts, Luther writes: 
“There is no clearer book written on carth than. Holy Scripture; 
this is, in comparison with all other books, as the sun is beside 
all lights. ... The apostles, like Christ, refer to the Scripture 
as to the clearest testimony for their spenking.... The people 
who deny that the Scripture is altogether clear and plain make 
nothing but darkness before us.” To this every Lutheran Bible- 
student will agree. 

And yet a commentary that is really a commentary, an 
explanation of the Bible-words, a statement of the Bible-truths, 
is of great value to the earnest Bible-reader. When Philip the 
Evangelist was sent by the Spirit to the road that led from 
Jerusalem to Gaza, and there fell in with the eunuch of Queen 
Candace of Ethiopia, his question to the reader in the chariot 
was, “Understandest thou what thou readest?”? And the 
eunuch’s answer was, “How can I except ‘some man should 
guide me?” Acts 8,30.31. Peter writes of the epistles of Paul: 
“In which are some things hard to understand, which they that 
are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other 
Scriptures, unto their own destruction,” 2 Pet.3,16. Luther 
remarks: “Some verses of Scripture are dark, but in them 
nothing is contained but what in other passages is in the clear, 
open verses.... That is the right study of Scriptures that we 
with the clear verses illumine the dark ones. ... There are 
many passages in Scripture dark and hidden, because we do 
not know the words and the science of language; but these do 
not hinder the understanding of all things in Scripture.” 

In agreement with these statements, the purpose of a com- 
mentary is to explain all so-called dark passages in the light of 
such as are clear and unmistakable, and thus to bring out the 
wonderful and invariable agreement of all the parts of the Bible. 
It may be said, also, that since the time of Luther the science 
of language has made at least some progress. In addition, many 
manuscripts, especially of the New Testament and of New Tes- 
tament translations, have been found, thereby opening up to us 
the hidden meaning of many an obscure passage. The purpose 
of a commentary should furthermore be to supplement the trans- 
lation into the vernacular, in our case, into English. Even the 
best translation does not do full justice to the original, since it 
cannot possibly reproduce all the thought-connections, and must 
be given in elegant and polished English. In a commentary, 
literal translations and exact transcriptions of the original text, 
though not so beautiful in form, may bring out the grammatical 
construction and the force of the original. There is much more 
in the text than is brought out by the translations. 

But: Why a Lutheran commentary? That the market 
is flooded with Bible-studies, Bible-helps, Bible-explanations, 
Bible-keys, and what not, is well known. But the very existence 
of the majority of such commentaries are a menace to the faith. 
Others are harmful in many sections, because the authors ap- 
proached the Bible with preconceived notions, with a system of 
reasonable doctrines, into which the Bible-text: must be fitted. 
This 1s true of the false conception of Sunday, of the denial of 
the justification by faith, of the baptism of children, ete. If 
space permitted, we could easily fill an entire issue of the 
LutTureran Witness with examples of false Bible-explanation in 
the interest of falschood. 

A Lutheran commentary is characterized at once by the 
fact that no preconceived notions, no prejudices, direct the ex- 
planation. The words of Holy Writ speak for themselves, and 
all the doctrines of the Lutheran Church are taken from the 
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Bible, not explained into the Bible. The languages of the Bible, 
as Luther says, are the casket in which the jewel of the Word 
of God is enshrined; it is but necessary to open the casket, and 
the jewel will gleam forth in the fulness of its brilliance. And 
at this stage in the history of our dear Lutheran Church, at the 
time when the transition from the German to the American 
language is upon us, it behooves us to let our light shine before 
men, to hold up the treasures of the pure Bible-doctrine before 
the eyes of all men, and thus, if possible, to fulfil our destiny 
as the salt of the earth. 
St. Louis, Mo. 


ST. JOHN’S COLLEGE OF WINFIELD, KANSAS, 


is temporarily closed on account of the influenza epidemic. On 
the first day of February five of the boys were taken down with 
the disease, and in the light of last year’s experience it was 
thought wise to close the institution at once, thus preventing 
the spread of the disease and giving the boys the opportunity 
to go home, which most of them did, leaving less than forty at 
the dormitory. Thirteen of these took the influenza, and among 
them there are at this writing two cases of pneumonia. One 
was transported to the hospital, the other is cared for by mem- 
bers of his family, who were summoned. Both seem to be well 
on the road to recovery, and all the other cases are of a mild 
orm. 

President A. W. Meyer and Prof. I. J. Kloster of the Busi- 
ness Department are also ill with the same malady, both having 
mild cases. : 

With the help of God it is hoped to reopen the school on 
February 17. 

Winfield, Kans. 

SPIRITS “BALLED UP.” 


In the story of “Thy Son Liveth,” of which extracts have 
been published in the Ladies’ Home Journal, some one else must 
have gotten “balled up.” On page 74 we read: “The march 
was well under way when there was an order to ‘right about 
face.” Some one is quite a number of years behind time. 
There is no such command. Originally there was a “left about 
face,” and in-order to distinguish the “right about” from the 
“left about face” the word “right” was prefixed to the former 
command. The “left about” has been abolished, and in my Drill 
Regulations there is only one command, viz., “about face,” which 
means, of course, that the face be made to the right. 

Some one “got balled up.” LTither the commanding officer 
of the dead soldiers (which I doubt very much, for had he been 
any manner of commander, he would not have given the com- 
mand “about face,” but “squads right about,” or “squads left 
about,” or something similar), or if the devil is behind it, per- 
haps it was he that made the break (though he ought to be sly 
enough to keep himself better informed along such lines before 
rushing into print, especially in such a magazine as the Ladies’ 
Home Journal). The most natural explanation, of course, 1s 
that the fault lies with that crooked piece of humanity which has 
perpetrated this faith-destroying piece of anonymous literature. 

Goodland, Ind. O. W. LinneMeEIer. 


SERMONS AND SERMONS. 


P. E. KretzmMann. 


M. GRAEBNER. 


Dear Sr: — 


I am sending you a belated clipping which just came to 
my notice, from the Duluih News Tribune. This issue hap- 
pened to be used to cover our dining-table to keep off the dust 
and muss while paper-hangers were renovating the room. This 
morning, while waiting for brealfast, I saw this paper on the 
table, and my attention was attracted to the headlines, and I 
read the article through.* 

To think that ministers would hand such rot from the 
pulpit to their congregations! And to think that the congre- 
gations would stand for it! I thought how I would feel if, after 
hustling around on a Sunday morning to go to church (I am 
a railroader, and the railroad companies sometimes work on 
Sundays) expecting to hear a real sermon on a Bible-text, I 
would hear the minister hand out some information as to the 
running of furnaces, etc. I would have to be driven to that 
church before I would go again. I say, give me a Lutheran 
sermon ! 

Ironwood, Mich. A SUBSCRIBER. 

* Report of a sermon which instructed hearers how to start 
furnaces and save coal, etc. 
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Religious Press. 





WHAT A BIBLE CAN DO. 


A young widow, Mrs. B., of Dublin, a Roman Catholic, 
very conscientious and uniform in her religious practises, but 
continually in unrest on account of her burden of sin, confided 
to her confessor her inward troubles; and, after trying other 
expedients, he urged her to divert her mind by going to hear 
& humorous and entertaining performer at the Dublin Rotunda, 
even securing for her tickets for the entertainment. 

Mrs. B. both mistook the hour and the place, and got into 
one of the smaller halls in the great public building, stumbling 
upon a Protestant devotional meeting instead. She could not 
get out without attracting much notice, and so stayed long 
enough to hear prayers that surprised her by their simple ap- 
proach to God, and to hear a passage from Heb. 10, 1—18, which 
unfolded a new doctrine as to the forgiveness of sins, accom- 
panied by a luminous exposition and application, and fortified 
by parallel references from other New Testament writings. All 
this was the opening of an absolutely new door of faith and 
hope, and it left her amazed and comforted. 

When the little meeting broke up, she summoned all her 
courage, and went up to ask the preacher what book he had 
been reading from. Finding that the lady had never possessed 
a Bible, he said, “I will lend you mine; read the marked pas- 
sages, but let me have it back in a few days; it is the most 
precious thing I have.” 

For the next few days everything else was forgotten; the 
light shone into her understanding; the burden long weighing 
on her conscience rolled away, and the peace of God filled her 
heart and mind. 

The time had come for the Bible to be returned, but deep 
in study and engrossed in thought, she did not notice when some 
one entered her sitting-room, and her confessor stood before her! 
He noticed both the embarrassment in her manner and the rest- 
ful calm in her eyes. 

‘What has happened to you?” said he. “I haven’t heard 
how you liked the entertainment, and as I didn’t see you at 
mass last Sunday, I thought you might be ill.” 

She had meant to keep the matter secret for a time at least, 
but now, off her guard, she told the whole story — her mistake 
as to the room, the attempt to leave, the words heard, the book 
lent, and, last of all, the joy and peace that filled her heart. 

When she glanced at his face, it was black with rage. “Give 
me that book!” he cried. 

“Tt isn’t mine,” she answered. 

“Give it to me,” was the reply, “or your soul will be damned 
eternally! That heretic has nearly got you into hell, and neither 
he nor you shall ever read the book again,” and, seizing it, he 
thrust it into his pocket and strode out of the room. 

She sat as if paralyzed. That awful look searched her 
through and through. Only those born and brought up in the 
Church of Rome know the nameless horror which the power of 
the priesthood can inspire. Then she thought of the man who 
had lent her his Bible; his address was in it, but she could not 
remember it and knew not where to write. 

Days passed by, but her confessor, once so welcome a visitor, 
now, however, so dreaded, did not return. | 

' After a fortnight or more Mrs. B. ventured upon a visit to 
him, and to make an effort, if not too late, to get back the 
book to restore it to its owner. 

Father John’s house adjoined a convent where he was father 
confessor. The door was opened by a nun, who, being asked 
if the priest was at home, immediately replied, with frigid 
manner, “Yes, Father John is at home,” and, as she spoke, she 
half-pushed the lady into a room opening off the hall; but as 
she entered, she saw there an open coffin, in which was the life- 
less form of her confessor. 

Before she could recover from the shock, the nun hissed 
into her ear these words: “He died cursing you. You gave 
him a Bible, and he told me to tell you that he cursed you with 
his last breath. Now go!” 

Several weeks elapsed. One evening Mrs. B. was sitting 
alone, pondering over the events of the previous three or four 
months. The joy of pardon was in her heart; she had bought 
a Bible for herself, and had read it daily, and the old errors in 
which she had been brought up had been one by one renounced ; 
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but there was a sorrow which could not be effaced. How in- 
effably sad the brief illness and sudden death of that young 
priest! His last look! His last words! That terrible message! 

She had been so blest, brought into the haven of peace, 
filled with heavenly joy, and he—why should not the same 
words have brought him a like message? It was one of those 
mysteries which could never be explained. “Why,” she said to 
hersclf, “should a God of love do this?” 

At this moment the servant ushered into the room a lady, 
closely veiled, who stood for a moment irresolute. Before 
Mrs. B. could speak, the other said, “You do not know me in 
this dress, but will soon recognize me.” She lifted her veil, 
and revealed the face of the nun who had delivered the message 
of cursing as they stood by the open coffin. 


Mrs. B. started back, not knowing what might happen next; 
but her visitor calmed her fears, adding: “I have two things 
to tell you, and I must be very brief, for I am in haste. First, 
forgive me for that awful lie of mine. I have asked God’s 
forgiveness, but I beg also for yours. Father John died blessing 
you with all his heart. The day before his death he charged 
me to tell you that he, too, had found forgiveness for his sins 
by that Book, and that throughout eternity he would bless you 
for having brought him to the knowledge of his Savior. I felt 
the strongest desire to read what he had read, and after his 
funeral I could not resist looking into the Book for myself. 
I was fascinated, and read more and more; and I, too, have 
found pardon and peace in my Savior. I have been studying 
the Bible for weeks, and now here it is” — producing it as she 
spoke. “I have escaped from the convent this evening and will 
cross to England to-night, but I felt that I must come here to 
return this Bible, and to tell you that all my life, I, too, shall 
bless you for having, through it, taught me how to obtain for- 
giveness of my sins. Good-bye! God bless youl We shall 
meet in heaven.” 

A little worn Bible lay on the table before Mrs. B. That 
little Book — without a living voice to expound its teaching — 
in two cases had brought three precious souls out of darkness 
into light. Imagine the feelings of its owner when it was re- 
stored to him with its wonderful record! 


Misstonary Review of the World. 


A CONCRETE CASE. 


In one of the richest agricultural communities in the 
Middle West there is a village of about fifty inhabitants. In 
the village there is a Lutheran and a Congregational church. 
In the Lutheran church the pastor made biweekly visits. He 
had three other churches to minister to. In the Congregational 
church the pastor was on the job for Sunday-school, morning 
worship, Christian Endeavor and evening preaching every 
Sunday. But unless there was something special requiring his 
presence, the people saw very little of their Congregational 
pastor during the week for nine months of the year. Why? 
Because he was attending a Congregational college in a near-by 
town. And yet this man who clearly did not have a college edu- 
cation and not a theological education, and who was permitted 
to attend college five or six days a week, was paid $1,000 a year 
for his services, and he and his family were provided with 
a parsonage to live in. The membership of the church is pos- 
sibly one hundred. A man who rents a farm eight miles from 
the church pays $35 a year to the pastor’s salary. In addition 
to this, he pays about $16 a year toward the other expenses of 
the church. 

About twenty-five miles from the aforementioned village 
there is a Lutheran parish consisting of three congregations 
composed largely of well-to-do farmers. I am not saying what 
synod this parish belongs to, nor what country in Europe the 
ancestors came from. Each congregation has a church-building, 
and in a little village there is a parsonage. Not eight years 
ago, before prices soared; not twenty-five years ago, when all 
the farmers thought they were poor; not forty years ago, when 
practically all in reality were poor, — but in this year of grace, 
1918, this Lutheran parish called a pastor on a salary of $750 
a year. Last year there were many quarter-sections of land in 
this neighborhood from which the produce sold for $7,000 or 
more. Very few farmers have less than one quarter-section of 
land. Many of them have more. 

We of the Lutheran Church are teaching the Word of God 
in its trath and purity, and administering the Sacraments ac- 
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cording to the words of institution. What is being taught in 
the Congregational church depends a great deal on the local 


pastor. Usually the Sacraments are there considered only 
symbols. I could write a column about the awful spiritual 
condition of the Congregationalists. But I shall not do so 
just now. 


Instead let us ask, Where are the fruits in the lives of 
those Lutheran people? the fruits of the true Gospel? 2 Pet. 
1,8: “For if these things are yours and abound, they make 
you to be not idle nor unfruitful.” Jesus says in Luke 12, 48: 
“And to whomsoecver much is given, of him shall much be re- 
quired; and to whom they commit much, of him will they ask 
the more.” 

We claim that much has been given and committed to us 
in the purity of Word and Confession. Much has been given 
in money and lands. What does the Lord require? 

3 Lutheran Church Herald. 


SOME STILL DO IT. 


A brother from northern Ohio sent us the following out- 
of-date advertisement. He assured us that said church is not 
an Ohio Synod church, which fact, however, does not make it 
any better for the church nor for the supper: — 

“The Industrial Society of St. Lutheran church is ar- 
ranging to feed the hungry on Thanksgiving Day. They will 
serve. an old-fashioned Thanksgiving dinner, the kind that 
mother used to set up to the hungry relatives who had been 
fasting a week in anticipation of a feed worth while. It will be 
a dinner worth a dollar, with fixings, dressings, and little tidbits 
and goodies, and it will cost you only 50 cents. Think of it! 
A dollar dinner for 50c. Then, think again a supper worth 
75 cents for 35 cents. In addition to the eats, the ladies will 
have a bake-sale; you know what that means — home-baked 
stuff that you will want for Sunday or any other day. 

“Then there will be the bazaar, where one can buy at mod- 
erate cost many, many useful articles. You know what is 
offered at a bazaar; you don’t have to be told. 

“Then, too, there will be the candy booth in charge of 
a bevy of pretty girls. They will sell you home-made candy 
that is simply yum, yum; nothing better. Read this again, so 
you get it all.” 

We called this an out-of-date advertisement because we 
thought that churches generally, and especially any parts of 
the Lutheran Church, had got beyond soup-dishes at half price 
and candy-booths attended by pretty girls as ways and means to 
raise money for the Lord’s work. 

There are times and occasions when it may not be improper 
for ladies’ aids or other church organizations to serve meals and 
use the proceeds in the work of the church, but this should be 
done fully on the square and in every other respect decently 
and in order. To advertise such eats at one-half the price they 
are worth is either a misrepresentation and not true, or else it 
is a losing game; for how can people buy the things and sell 
them at half price and still realize on them? Neither can they 
in these days of high costs afford to donate them, and then sell 
at half price. And as to the pretty girls, they are all right in 
their place, and one of their places may be at a candy-stand, 
but the Lord never meant that prettiness to be an asset with 
which the Church may filch money out of otherwise unwilling 
pockets. 

The true fear of the Lord and the proper sense of the sanc- 
tity of His house and of the work of the Church will always 
guard one against such excesses. — Lutheran Standard. 








Secular Press. 


MARK TWAIN AND SPIRITISMN. 


_., We cannot find it in ourselves to blame Mark Twain for 
ridiculing the Spiritualists, or Spiritists. It is difficult to think 
or speak of their humbug without laughing. The following is 
a description of a séance at which Mark Twain assisted. The 
facts are true and the author’s remarks are at least enter- 
taining : — 

I learned that a pilot whom I used to steer for is Lecome 
a Spiritualist, and for more than fifteen years has been receiving 
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a letter every week from a deceased relative through a New York 
spiritualistic medium named Manchester — postage graduated 
by distance; from the local post-office in Paradise to New York, 
five dollars; from New York to St. Louis, three cents. I re- 
member Mr. Manchester very well. I called on him once, ten 
years ago, with a couple of friends, one of whom wished to 
inquire after a deceased uncle. This uncle had lost his life 
in a& peculiarly violent and unusual way, half a dozen years 
before: a cyclone blew him some three miles and knocked a tree 
down with him which was four feet through at the butt and 
sixty-five feet high. He did not survive this triumph. At the 
seance just referred to, my friend questioned his late uncle, 
through Mr. Manchester, and the late uncle wrote down his 
replies, using Mr. Manchester’s hand and pencil for that purpose. 
Lhe following is a fair example of the questions asked, and also 
of the sloppy twaddle in the way of answers furnished by Man- 
chester under the pretense that it came from the specter. If this 
man is not the paltriest fraud that lives, I owe him an apology: 

Question. “Where are you?” 

Answer. “In the spirit world.” 

. “Are you happy ?” 

“Very happy. Perfectly happy.” 

“How do you amuse yourself ?” 

“Conversation with friends and other spirits.” 

“What else?” 

“Nothing else. Nothing else is necessary.” 

“What do you talk about?” 

_ A. “About how happy we are; and about friends left be- 
hind in the earth, and how to influence them for their good.” 

Q. “When your friends in the earth all get to the spirit 
land, what shall you have to talk about then? — nothing but 
about how happy you all are?” 

No reply. It is explained that spirits will not answer frivo- 
lous questions. 

Q. “When did you die?” 

A. “I did not die; I passed away.” 

Q. “Very well, then; when did you pass away? How long 
have you been in the spirit land 2?” 

A. “We have no measurements of time here.” 

Q. “Though you may be indifferent and uncertain as to 
dates and times in your present condition and environment, this 
has nothing to do with your former condition. You had dates 
then. One of these is what I ask for. You departed on a cer- 
tain day in a certain year. Is not this true 2” 

A. “Yes.” : 

Q. “Then name the day of the month.” 

(Much fumbling with pencil on the part of the medium, 
accompanied by violent spasmodic jerkings of his head and 
body, for some little time. Finally, explanation to the effect 
that spirits often forget dates, such things being without im- 
portance to them.) 

Q. “Then this one has actually forgotten the date of its 
transition to the spirit land?” 

This was granted to be the case. 

Q. “This is very curious. Well, then, what year was it?” 

(More fumbling, jerking, idiotic spasms, on the part of the 
medium. Finally, explanation to the effect that the spirit has 
forgotten the year.) 

_ @. “This is indeed stupendous. Let me put one more ques- 
tion, one last question, to you, before we part to meet no more; 
for even if I fail to avoid your asylum, a meeting there will go 
for nothing as a meeting, since by that time you will easily have 
forgotten me and my name. Did you die a natural death, or 
were you cut off by a catastrophe?” | 

A. (After a long hesitation and many throes and spasms.) 
“Natural death.” . 

This ended the interview. My friend told the medium that 
when his relative was in this poor world, he was endowed with 
an extraordinary intellect and an absolutely defectless memory, 
and it seemed a great pity that he had not been allowed to keep 
some shred of these for his amusement in the realms of ever- 
lasting contentment, and for the amazement and admiration of 
the rest of the population there. | 

This man had plenty of clients —has plenty yet. He re- 
ceives letters from spirits located in every part of the spirit 
world, and delivers them all over this country through the 
United States mail. These letters are filled with advice, — ad- 
vice from “spirits” who don’t know as much as a tadpole, — and 
this advice is religiously followed by the receivers. 


DOROHORO 
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FALSE ALARM OF A SCIENTIST. 


From the Globe-Democrat of St.Louis, Mo., we quote the 
following : — 

“The death is announced of an American explorer of Africa 
who aroused much interest years ago by stating that he had 
found a monkey tribe in the Congo with a system of speech so 
distinct and permanent that it might be reproduced in a written 
record. The story has not been confirmed, and remains a curi- 
osity among tales of travelers. It is fortunate. The world needs 
more production, but not of talk. If monkeys could be found 
that would take up thrift gardening or other useful industry, 
that would be heartily welcome. But no monkey has been found 
that comprehends the purpose of tools, even of implements as 
simple as hoe or spade. Once upon a time it is related that 
a planter undertook to teach monkeys to pick cotton, with the 
idea that one overseer could look after ten monkeys. But prac- 
tical experiments showed that it would require at least ten 
overseers to superintend one monkey, and the innovation was 
dropped for evident economic reasons. 

“Eyen Congressmen will admit, with the Congressional 
Record on their desks and piled on shelves, that the spread of 
articulate, and supposedly coherent, specch to animals other 
than man would be an alarming development. Monkeys have 
always chattered freely, and no doubt understand each other 
better than outsiders suppose. But what they express is their 
own affair, and not an evolution in science. 

“A proverb has it that money talks, and the saying is 
universally accepted, but this is another story. How thankful 
we should be that monkeys do not speak English!” 








Lutheran Gaynen's League. 





(Epttor1aL Note. — By arrangement with the L. L. L. Campaign 
Committee, this column is supplied by Rev. R. Jesse as Special Cam- 
paign Correspondent. ) 


Watch It Grow! 


Watch what grow? The L.L.L. Endowment Fund. The 
barometer is rising toward the $2,000,000 mark. What is note- 
worthy is, that while the amount contributed is rising steadily, 
thero is no corresponding increase in the number of contributing 
congregations, missions, etc. When the barometer stood at the 
$1,800,000 mark, 2,223 congregations and missions were on the 
contributing list. At the $1,926,000 mark their number has in- 
creased to 2,368. With an increase of $126,000 in contributions 
only 143 congregations and missions were added to the con- 
tributing list. So the Follow-up Campaign is telling. A con- 
siderable part of incoming contributions are forwarded by 
congregations that are now sending in their second, third, 
fourth, even fifth contribution. Many are working hard to fill 
their quota; others are exceeding their minimum allotment. 
Is there anything in the power of example? Let us demonstrate 
it by imitating what is so worthy of our imitation. Let it be 
noted, too, that there are many imitators already. While the 
number of contributing congregations has not risen in propor- 
tion with the rise of the barometer, there is an increase of 
contributing missions and congregations. This goes to show 
that some who did not, perhaps because they could not at an 
earlier date lend a helping hand, are doing so now. Watch the 
Fund grow! 

And watch the L.L.L. grow! The average contribution 
per communicant is $10.90. Out of that average 56,176 have 
contributed $6 or more. So the L.L.L. is now a body of 
56,176 members. Watch it grow! 


The “Follow-Up” in the Central District. 


Two Visitors’ circuits in the Central District held a joint 
meeting. Fifteen of the twenty-one congregations in the cir- 
cuits were represented. Interesting information about the 
L.L. L. work in general was given the representatives at the 
meeting, and then followed the discussion of ways and means 
of reaching the goal aimed at. 

From the information given we quote: a few interesting 
points. 

One touches the financing of o large part of the Laymen 
League’s work. The expenses of the L. L. L. Executive Com- 
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mittee’s members are not defrayed out of the L. L. L. treasury. 
Each member pays his own expenses. Their aim is to reduce the 
expense account of the body at large to an absolute minimum. 

The funds collected are invested in gilt-edge securities only, 
namely, in U.S. Liberty Bonds and Canadian Government 
Bonds. All employees of the body who in any way have charge 
of the moncy and bonds are under bond. 

In the two circuits represented at the meeting eight con- 
gregations have already reached or exceeded their minimum 
quota of $6 per communicant by contributions ranging from 
an even $6 to $16.34 per communicant. It was explained that 
originally 10 per cent. of all Liberty Bonds bought by our people 
during the war was the amount asked for. Many congregations, 
however, did not know, at least did not report, the amount in- 
vested by their people, and thus no quota could be allotted them. 
To ascertain what their quota might be, many then began to 
divide the amount of $3,000,000 aimed at by the number of 
communicant members in the synodical body at large. Deduct- 
ing the approximate number of those who for divers reasons 
would be exempted, a general average of $6. per communicant. 
was put down. On that basis, however, not one communicant 
in all our body at large dare fall below the $6, or others must 
exceed their amount in proportion to the number of those who 
fail to cooperate or undersubscribe the general average. In 
other words, in order to reach it, it 7s absolutely necessary that 
each congregation should forward a contribution of not less 
than $6 for each communicant on record. 

To reach the minimum quota, if possible to oversubscribe 
it in the circuits represented at the above meeting, resolutions 
were passed that all congregations below the $6 average mark 
should be encouraged to raise their quota by May 1, and that 
the oversubscribed congregations should be asked to secure ad- 
ditional subscriptions from individuals who are both able and 
willing to do the extra. A Central Bureau was established to 
help congregations who desire to perfect their organization and 
systematize their work more thoroughly. The District Lay- 
leader promised his services at mass-meetings to be called for 
the furtherance of the work. In each congregation the pastor, 
campaign manager, and workers are to mcet, and the pastor is 
to address his members with a letter of appeal to make the 
drive a success in each congregation. 

Before adjourning, the meeting extended a vote of thanks 
to the National Campaign Executive Committee for its unselfish 
devotion to the cause, offered them a word of encouragement to 
continue the work until the goal is reached, and pledged its 
whole-hearted support to the L. L. L. 

That something will come of the earnest, prayerful, sys- 
tematic effort to be put forth, none can doubt. This column 
hopes soon to have at least a partial report of successes achieved. 


A Word to Missions and Smaller Congregations. 


The L.L. L. drive is still on, but time is fleeting. June, 
when the Endowment Fund is to be on hand to be presented to 
Synod, is rapidly drawing near. A last, strenuous effort must 
be made to have the full amount subscribed. In fact, the 
amount must be oversubscribed if it is to meet the demands that 
will be made on it. Whom does this concern most of all? Those 
who, before all others, will need the help this Endowment Fund 
is to provide. Who are they? Our smaller congregations and 
missions. 

Numerically, we can safely predict, most applications for 
help out of this fund will come from the smaller congregations 
and missions. Why? Because there are so many more of them. 
Large congregations are in the minority in our body; missions 
and small congregations are more in number. 

Financially, too, they will stand in greater need of the En- 
dowment Fund in an emergency than the larger congregations. 
In the lifetime of pastors and teachers, what salary can they 
afford to pay? Quoting the New York American: “It is stated, 
with a basis of authority, that the average ministerial income 
throughout the country is little above $500.” Kmowing, as we 
do, that larger congregations pay twice, thrice, four times that 
amount, how much below the $500 mark is the salary of many 
a pastor, teacher, missionary? How absolutely inadequate to 
keep body and soul in healthy union! Banish the thought that 
they are able to lay anything aside against the proverbial rainy 
day! So far from that; so far from being properly clothed 
and nourished, they are thankful if they need“hot complain of 
being too much underfed. But what if they should become 
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incapacitated? What when they are called to their reward in 
heaven? How shall destitute dependents be cared for then, and 
hungry mouths fed? Can the smaller congregation or mission- 
station then rise over night to the ability of supporting the in- 
capacitated Veteran of the Cross or his dependents over and 
above supporting also the newly called pastor or teacher? If 
it can, it is a confession that it did not do its full duty by the 
Veteran of the Cross during the time of his service. If not, 
that little flock will stand in need of help from the Endowment 
Fund, and that most sorely. 

Yes, but there are large and rich congregations. Cannot 
they do the extra? Perhaps they are doing it, have been doing 
it already for all manner of purposes. Surely missions at home 
and abroad, for instance, are supported chiefly by the self- 
supporting congregations. All manner of synodical purposes 
and appeals for benevolent purposes are sent them for large and 
liberal support. They have their hands full as well as the rest 
of us, and stand in need of our cooperation as we stand in need 
of theirs. Besides, drives can never be successful without co- 
operation in the largest circles. It is only fair and in ac- 
cordance with God’s Word that each should give according to 
ability, the larger congregations and wealthier Christians in 
larger amounts, and the smaller and less favored in smaller 
amounts. If larger congregations can lift from individual mem- 
bers a stated general average, may not smaller congregations 
lift the same general average from a smaller number ¢ It 
pauperizes a church, makes it poor in good works, to wait on 
others to carry a burden which with a fair measure of coopera- 
tion 1s no burden at all. Experience voiced in letters published 
in these columns shows that the smallest congregation, even the 
struggling mission, very few excepted, can lend a helping hand 
where willingness is the motive power. Never mind what other 
congregations have or have not done! The question for each is, 
Has my congregation done its share proportionately and accord- 
ing to ability? 





Miscellaneous. 





Ordination and Installations. 


Ordained and installed under authorization of the respective 
District President: — 


On 13th Sunday after Trinity, 1919: Candidate R. Cloeter in 
St. Paul’s Church, Ardmore, S. Dak., by Pastor E. E. Foelber. 


Installed under authorization of the respective District 
Presidents: — 


On September 3, 1919: Candidate W. Luke as assistant instruc- 
tor at Concordia College, St. Paul, Minn., by Pastor A. H. Kuntz. 


On 23d Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. W. OC. Stoll in St. Paul’s 
Church, near Cupar, and in Trinity Church, near Markinch, Sask., 
Can., by Pastor A. W. Kaiser. 


On 3d Sunday in Advent: The Rev. W. H. Eifert as missionary 
in Indianapolis, Ind., by Pastor G. Schuessler. 


On 2d Christmas Day: The Rev. O. Schumm in St. John’s Church, 
near Lanesville, Ind., by Pastor O. Praetorius. 


On Sunday after New Year, 1920: The Rev. A. Sander in St. 
John’s Church, near Poole, Nebr., by Pastor H. Willuweit. — The 
Rev. K. Wyneken in Trinity Church, near Fort Wayne, Ind., by 
Pastor C. Kretzmann.— The Rev. 7h. Andreae in the congregation 
at New Kensington, Pa., by Pastor C. Lauterbach. 


On lst Sunday after Epiphany: The Rev. A. G. Mueller in the 
congregation at losco Tp., Minn., by Pastor M. Winter. — The Rev. 
H. H. Galimann in the congregation at Newark, N. J., a8 city mis- 
sionary for New Jersey, by Pastor H. Birkner.—The Rev. I’. W. 
Lammert in the congregation at Cypress and, in the afternoon, in 
the congregation at Neudorf, Tex., by Pastor O. H. A. Hocmann. — 
The Rev, 7. Fiess in Emmaus Church, Lind, Wis., by Pastor W. T. 
Naumann. — The fev. A. Dashner in St. John’s Church, Bertha, and, 
in the afternoon, in Emmanuel Church, Eagle Bend, Minn., by Pastor 
G.S. Mundinger. — The Rev. R. P. Young in the congregation at Hoff- 
man, Minn., by Pastor O. W. Rohde. 


On 2d Sunday after Epiphany: The Rev. O. H. Frincke in the 
mission at Rochester, Mich., by Pastor F. A. Hertwig.— The Rev. 
A. Dashner in St. Matthew’s Church, Germania, Minn., by Pastor 
R. Koehler. — The Rev. C. Germeroth in St. John’s Church, near Sur- 
prise, Nebr., by Pastor H. M. Henricksen. 


On 3d Sunday after Epiphany: The Rev. W. Thiemecke in St. 
John’s Church, Johnsburg, N. Y., by Pastor F. O. Scholz. 
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Installed as teachers of parochial schools: — 


On 17th Sunday after Trinity, 10919: Teacher A. O. Neumann 
a8 teacher of the school of the First German Evy. Luth. Church at 
Pittsburgh, Pa., by Pastor W. Broecker. 


On 21st Sunday after Trinity: Teacher G. Stephani as teacher 
of the school of the church at Frankenmuth, Mich., by Pastor H. Voss. 


On 2d Sunday in Advent: Teacher H. E. Bundenthal as teacher 


of the upper grades of the school of St. Paul’s Church South Bend 
Ind., by Pastor H. Holle. , Nae 


On Sunday after New Year, 1920: Teacher W.A. M eter as teacher 
of the upper grades of the school of St. John’s Church, Kendallville, 
Ind., by Pastor M. F. Kretzmann. — J'eacher M. Bockhaus ns teacher 
of the second class of the school of the Church of the Holy Ghost, 
Milwaukee, Wis., by Pastor H. G. Schmidt. 


On Ist Sunday after Epiphany: Teacher R. J. Geisemann as. 
ae Nes school of St. Paul’s Church, Dubuque, Iowa, by Pastor 
M. Russert. 


On 2d Sunday after Epiphany: Teacher W. Danker as teacher 
of the school of the congregation at Frankenmuth, Mich., by Pastor 
H. Voss. — Teacher W. L. Meyer as teacher of the school of Gcth- 
semane Church, Chicago, IIl., by Pastor F. G.- Miessler. — Tcacher 
O. Mueller as teacher of the school of Christ Church, Fountain Bluff, 
I}l., by Pastor G. H. Haertling. — Teacher O. C. J. Gotsch as teacher 
of a school of Immanuel Church, near Decatur, Ind., by Pastor 
F. Mohn. 





Dedication. 


On 2d Sunday in Advent, 1919, St. Paul’s Church, near Halliday, 
N. Dak. (the Rev. F. W. Kaul, pastor), dedicated their new church 
to the service of God. 





Anniversary. 


On 20th Sunday after Trinity, 1919, Christ Church, Bloomfield, 
Wis. (the Rev. W. T. Naumann, pastor), celebrated their sixtieth 
anniversary. 





Conferences. 


The Teachers’ Conference of Shawano and Vicinity will meet, 
D.v., February 20 and 21 in Cecil, Wis. Papers by the teachers: 
H. Banser, Licht- und Schattenseiten des Lehrerberufs; H. Burmeis- 
ter, Determination; A. Meyer, Teaching Geography; O. Blessin, Is 
Wealth More Responsible for Most Resignations than Poverty? 
G. Krueger, Washington; E. Schroeder, Froebel; Boseck, Has the 
Fear of Punishment More Influence on Man than the Hope of Re- 
ward? Felten, Health, Sanitation, and Cleanliness in the School- 
room. A number of instructive practical works will also be delivered. 

Is. E. Sougoever, Secy. 


The Eastern Conference of the English District will meet, D. v., 
in the Church of Our Savior, 37 Covert St., Brooklyn, N. Y., Tues- 
day, April 6. Essayists: Rev. P. Bente, Zionism; Rev. F. Wenchel, 
Modern Socialism; Rev.G. Hageman, Jonah and Our Times. Preachers: 
Rev. F. Wenchel (Rev. P. Bente). Confessional service: Rev. P. Mayer 
(Rev. Th. Sorge). Please notify resident pastor, Rev. A. Hanser, two 
weeks in advance. H. J. ENGELKEN, Secy. 


The Mixed Conference of St. Louis and Vicinity will not meet 
until August 30, 1920. A. MIESSLER, Secy. 





Some of Synod’s Treasuries. 


(January 31, 1920.) Deficit. Balance. 
Synodical Treasury ............ccececcceees *$17183.47 
Building Wend: saurswsss 5 5 6a ¥ 6 4 6d ddesarntesmsoie we 4031.40 
Building in Concordia .............006. $12772.69 
Chima Bissiow vocasws 5 655744 6 5h bdde Remon 2488.43 
Church Extension Fund ...........-.--e08 8001.01 
Deaf-mute Mission ................cceeeeee 8787.35 
POUSOPCRR NMIGSIONG ioe ocx ss cvrimumencivaneres ¢ 6754.30 
Forespn MMIGGtO0 cose 6% 54 26 2 KERESRR Real more 0 658.23 
BMGUNtain Retreat ac ov cownswmawnewmmres es 1664.38 
Foreign-tongue Mission ...............e000- 864.98 
PAGES MAGGS soe go nse 4 + cmeommmmnmmene ss bi 11152.86 
bnmiigrant: MIGSiOR) ae 6.4. ¢Kdiidincsaranncnmmee meee 1981.92 
PUOIOS, DURBIN: as x « precmmawrnpesaeoua es 554 6% 6393.47 
Indian Mission Building ............... 6725.46 
South American Mission ...............2005 9986.39 
PORE GE BUG NGEG vic emai snmiime ss 4 a4 ne ed were 11067.19 


* Concordia Publishing House paid $25,000.00 to apply on divi- 
dends. E. SEUEL, Gen. Treas. 
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Treasurers’ Reports. 


ENGLISH DISTRICT. 


Mission. — Congregations: Bethany, Chicago, $81.00; Redeemer, 
Detroit, 30.06; Mount Calvary, Lancaster, Pa., 9.20; Trinity, East 
St. Louis, 7.76; Iaith, Milwaukee, 200.00; St. Andrew’s, Detroit, 
2.25; Emmanuel, Asheville, N. C., 31.00; Redeemer, Tort Wayne, 
323.67; St. Stephen’s, Catawba Co., N. C., 17.12; Augustana, Catawba 
Co., N.C., 1.25; Emmanuel, Baltimore, 18.65; Mount Olive, Catawba 
Co., N.C., 60.50; Iaith, Chicago, 12.51; Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 
121.50; Bethlehem, Roslindale, Boston, Mass., 33.26; Mount Olive, 
Detroit, 10.57; Our Savior, Perth Amboy, N.J., 14.50. Sunday- 
schools: Emmanuel, Baltimore, 35.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 9.68; 
Our Redeemer, Chicago, 20.77; Grace, Elyria, O., 5.81; Trinity, Pitts- 
burgh, 25.00; Grace, Jersey City, N.J., 23.07. N.N., Grace Church, 
Jersey City, N.J., 5.00. Ladies’ Aid Society, St. Andrew’s Church, 
Pittsburgh, 60.00. — Total, $1,159.19. ; 

Synodical Treasury. — Congregations: Bethany, Chicago, $20.00; 
Mount Calvary, Lancaster, Pa., 3.55; Trinity, East St. Louis, 5.82; 
Grace, San Diego, Cal., 1.00; St. Andrew’s, Detroit, 2.35; Emmanuel, 
Asheville, N.C., 20.00; Redeemer, Fort Wayne, 82.02; Emmanuel, 
Baltimore, 3.40; Mount Olive, Catawba Co., N.C., 60.50; Faith, Chi- 
cago, 5.21; Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 20.25; Grace, Elyria, O., 59.50. 
— Total, $283.60. , 

Synodical Building Fund.— Congregations: Trinity, East St. 
Louis, $3.88; Emmanuel, Asheville, N. C., 10.00; Redeemer, Fort 
Wayne, 32.81; Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 10.10; Grace, Elyria, O., 
23.80. — Tolal, $80.59. ; 

Church Laxtension Fund. — Congregations: Bethany, Chicago, 
$20.00; St. Andrew’s, Detroit, 4.75; Redeemer, Fort Wayne, 35.75; 
Our Redeemer, Chicago, 8.71; Mount Olive, Catawba Co., N.C., 6.00; 
Faith, Chicago, 2.09; Grace, Elyria, O., 23.80. — Total, $101.10. 

Ministerial Education I'und. — Congregations: Bethany, Chicago, 
$10.00; Grace, San Diego, Cal., .560; Redeemer, Fort Wayne, 17.88; 
Mount Olive, Catawba Co., N.C., 3.00; Faith, Chicago, 1.04. N.N., 
Grace Church, Jersey City, N.J., 5.00. — Total, $37.42. 

American Lutheran Board for Relief in Europe. — Christ Church, 
Washington, D. C., $121.67. Sunday-school, Grace Church, San Diego, 
Cal., 35.00. — T'otal, $156.67. 

Board of Support. — Congregations: Bethany, Chicago, $15.00; 
Trinity, East St. Louis, 2.72; Grace, San Diego, Cal., 9.60; Emman- 
uel, Asheville, N.C., 20.00; Hope, Chicago, 25.72; Redeemer, Fort 
Wayne, 78.74; Our Redeemer, Chicago, 68.56; Emmanuel, Baltimore, 
40.12; Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 20.25; Grace, Elyria, O., 19.12. 
Sunday-schools: Immanuel, Pittsburgh, 26.77; Trinity, Pittsburgh, 
25.00. D.M.L., through Rev. R. Koch, Purdy, Mo., 10.00. N.N., 
Lincoln, Nebr., 10.00.— Total, $371.60. 

Mission in Brazil. — Congregations: Redeemer, Fort Wayne, 
$16.40; Grace, Elyria, O., 11.90. — Total, $28.30. 

Mission in China. — Congregations: Bethany, Chicago, $10.00; 
Redeemer, Fort Wayne, 9.84; Grace, Elyria, O., 7.14. Mrs. W. H. 
Dreyer, through Rev. F. Dreyer, Detroit, 30.00. — Total, $56.98. 

Foreign Mission. — Congregations: Bethany, Chicago, $10.00; 
Redeemer, Fort Wayne, 22.97; Grace, Elyria, O., 16.66. Mrs. L.C. 
Kreicher, Wise, Mo., 5.00. — Total, $54.63. 

Foreign-tongue Mission in U. S. — Congregations: Redeemer, 
Fort Wayne, $6.56; Grace, Elyria, O., 4.76. — Total, $11.32. 

Deaf-mute Mission. — Congregations: Redeemer, Fort Wayne, 
$6.56; Bethany, Chicago, 5.70.— Total, $12.26. 

General Home Mission. — Congregations: Redeemer, Fort Wayne, 
$32.81; Grace, Elyria, O., 23.80. — Total, $56.61. 

Immigrant Mission. — Congregations: Redeemer, Fort Wayne, 
$3.28; Grace, Elyria, O., 2.38. — 7'otal, $5.66. 

Mission in India. — Mrs. W. H. Dreyer, through Rev. F. Dreyer, 
Detroit, $30.00. 

Indian Mission. — Congregations: Bethany, Chicago, $5.00; Re- 
deemer, Fort Wayne, 6.56; Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 4.05; Grace, 
Elyria, O., 4.76. — Total, $20.37. 

Jewish Mission. — Congregations: Bethany, Chicago, $2.00; Re- 
deemer, Fort Wayne, 3.28; Grace, Elyria, O., 2.38. — Total, $7.66. 

Near East Relief Fund. — Nazareth Church, Buffalo, $13.18. 

" Negro Mission. — Congregations: Bethany, Chicago, $25.00; 
Mount Calvary, Lancaster, Pa., 9.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 1.16; 
Redeemer, Fort Wayne, 26.25; Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 6.10; Grace, 
Elyria, O., 19.04. Mrs. W. H. Dreyer, through Rev. F. Dreyer, De 
troit, 30.00. — Total, $116.55. 

Indigent Students. — Congregations: Trinity, East St. Louis, 
$1.94; Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 10.10. — Total, $12.04. 

St. Paul’s College, Concordia, dfo. — Mount Calvary Church, 
St. Louis, $4.25. 

Concordia Students’ Association, St. Louis, Mo. — Congregations: 
Pe Mark’s, Sheboygan, Wis., $35.50; Grace, Elyria, O., 25.00. — Total, 

0.50. 

Sanitarium at Wheat Ridge, Colo.— Mrs. R. Hannemann, Beth- 
any Church, Chicago, $2.00. Bethany Church, through Mrs. W. 
Nennemann, Chicago, 5.00. From “A Friend,” 65.00. Mrs. W. H. 
Dreyer, through Rev. F. Dreyer, Detroit, 10.00. — Total, $82.00. 

Home for Feceble-minded and Epileptics, Watertown, Wis. — 
cane Church, Chicago, $5.00. From “A Friend,” 65.00. — Total, 
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Home for the Aged, Arlington Heights, [tl.— Bethany Church, 
Chicago, $25.00. 

Orphan Home in Des Peres, Mo.— Mount Calvary Church, St. 
Louis, $4.05. 

Home for the Aged in St, Louis, Mfo.— Mount Calvary Church, 
St. Louis, $4.05. 

Home-finding Society of Missouri. — Mount Calvary Church, 
St. Louis, $2.05. 

Concordia Orphan Home, Marwood, Pa. — Immanuel Church, 
Pittsburgh, $53.93. 

Home for the Aged in Monroe, Mich. — St. Andrew’s Church, 
Detroit, $5.00. 

Deaf-mute Institute, Detroit, Mich. — Ladies’ Society, St. An- 
drew’s Church, Detroit, $50.00. 

Children’s Friend Society of Michigan. — Confirmation Class of 
St. Andrew’s Church, Detroit, $3.00. ; 

City Afission in St. Louis, Jlo.— Mount Calvary Church, St. 
Louis, $106.40. 

City Mission Social Worker, St. Louis, Mo.— Ladies’ Aid So- 
ciety, Grace Church, St. Louis, $3.00. 

City Mission in Chicago, [ll.— Bethany Church, Chicago, $25.00. 
: City Mission in Baltimore, Md. — Emmanuel Church, Baltimore, 

11.62. 

Bethlehem Orphan Home, New Orleans, La.— From Confirma- 
tion classes: Christ Church, Hickory, N. C., $3.03; Augustana Church, 
Catawba Co.. N.C., 1.03; St. Stephen’s Church, Catawba Co., N.C., 
6.44. — Total, $10.50. 

Rev. W. Dale (Lecture Course). — Trinity Church, East St. 
Louis, $10.00. GRAND TOTAL: $3,151.08. 


January 26, 1920. Cuas. H. DETTE, Treas., 
3935 Greer Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


Mission. — Congregations: Emmanuel, Conway, Mo., $25.00; St. 
Mark’s, Detroit, 300.00; Christ, Detroit, 250.00; Our Savior, Brook- 
lyn, 29.62; Bethel, Catawba County, N. C., 4.40. Sunday-schools: 
Pilgrim, St. Louis, 16.94; Our Redeemer, Baltimore, 29.98. Ladies’ 
Aid Society, Church of Our Redeemer, Baltimore, 19.46. — Total, 
$675.40. 

Synodical Treasury. — Congregations: Immanuel, Charlottesville, 
Va., $2.00; St. Mark’s, Detroit, 125.00; Christ, Detroit, 100.00; Our 


Savior, Brooklyn, 8.32; Our Redeemer, Chicago, 20.00. — Total, 
$255.32. 
Synodical Building Fund. — Christ Church, Detroit, $30.00. 
Church Eztension Fund. — Congregations: Christ, Detroit, 


$100.00; Our Savior, Brooklyn, 8.32. Ladies’ Aid Societies: Zion, 
Cascade, Mo., 3.00; Our Redeemer, Baltimore, 20.00. — Total, $131.32. 

American Lutheran Board for Relief in Europe. — Church of Our 
Redeemer, Baltimore: Ladies’ Sewing Circle, $12.00; Ladies’ Aid So- 
ciety, 12.00; from various members, 20.50. Rev. O. W. H. Lindemeyer, 
Charlottesville, Va., 3.00. Mrs. W. Ossiek, Grace Church, St. Louis, 
in grateful remembrance of the safe return of one brother from the 
war, 5.00. — Total, $52.50. 

Alission in Braztl.— Church of Our Redeemer, Brooklyn, $4.16. 

Board of Support. — Congregations: Christ, Detroit, $50.00; Our 
Savior, Brooklyn, 8.32.— Total, 358.32. 

Foreign Alission.— Christ Church, Detroit, $25.00. 

Deaf-mute Mission. — Mrs. Herm. F. Meyer, through Rev. K. G. 
Schlerf, Chicago, $1.00. Church of Our Savior, Brooklyn, 4.16. — 
Total, $5.16. 

General Home Mission. — Congregutions: Christ, Detroit, $50.00; 
Our Savior, Cincinnati, 23.87. Summer Mission, Charlevoix, Mich., 
through Rev. R. Jesse, 2.00. — Total, $75.87. 

Indian Mission. — Church of Our Savior, Brooklyn, $4.16. 

Negro Mission. — Congregations: St. Mark’s, Detroit, $17.77; 
Hope, Chicago, 3.10; Christ, Detroit, 10.00; Our Savior, Brooklyn, 
4.17. Pilgrim Sunday-school, St. Louis, 10.00. — Total, $45.04. 

Indigent Students. — Ladies’ Aid Society, Zion Church, Cascade, 
Mo., $6.00. Senior Guild, Christ Church, Detroit, 40.50. — Total, 
$46.50. 

Nazareth Mission, Buffalo, N. ¥. — Calvary Church, Buffalo, 
$25.00. 

American Bible Society, New York, N.Y. — Calvary Church, 
Buffalo, $10.00. 

Concordia College, Bronxville, N. Y. (Maintenance Fund). — Cal- 
vary Church, Buffalo, $50.00. 

Sanitarium at Wheat Ridge, Colo.— Calvary Church, Buffalo, 
$15.00. 

Home for Fecble-mindcd and Epileptics at Watertown, Wits. — 
Calvary Church, Buffalo, $10.00. 

Deaf-mute Institute at Detroit, Mich. — Congregations: Calvary, 
Buffalo, $10.00; St. Mark’s, Detroit, 75.00. — Total, $85.00. 

Bethlehem Orphanage, Staten Island, N. Y.— Calvary Church, 
Buffalo, $10.00. Richard Lindemeyer, Charlottesville, Va., 2.50. — 
Total, $12.50. ' 

Concordia Students’ Association, St. Louis, Jfo. — Congregations: 
Immanuel, Charlottesville, Va., $12.66; Concordia, Akron, O., 25.00. 
— Total, $37.66. GRAND TOTAL: $1,653.91. 

February’‘9, 1920. Cuas. H. DETfs, Treas., 

3935 Greer Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


64. 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT. 


(November and December, 1919.) 


Home Mission. — Congregations: Lake Charles, mission-festival, 
$62.75; Birmingham, 41.50; Jennings, 6.00; Albany, 13.00, and from 
L. W. Ellner, 1.00; Delray, 7.17; Miami, 5.49. Congregations in New 
Orleans: Zion, Sunday-school,- 5.74; St. Paul’s, Ladies’ Mission So- 
ciety, 20.00; St. John’s, 31.15; do., Thanksgiving collection, 16.60; 
from F. R., 4.00; from the Misses A. and K. Ax, 1.00. Heisler, en- 
velope collection, 350.42. — Total, $565.82. 

Synodical Treasury. — Reformation collection of the congrega- 
tions in New Orleans $62.20; St. Paul’s, 26.85, and from St., 8.72; 
Zion, 26.40; Mount Calvary, 6.50, and from the Sunday-school, 3.50; 
St. John’s, 14.05, and from the Sunday-school, .62; Trinity, 16.50. — 
Congregations: Salem, Gretna, 16.00; Trinity, 11.00; Zion, 3.75; 
Christ Church, 5.35, and from the Sunday-school, 1.20; St. John’s, 
20.60; Miami, 7.00; Tampa, 12.80; Pascagoula, 3.98; Mobile, 7.75, 
and for 1918 report, 3.58; collection in Synodical service, 16.00. — 
Total, $274.35. 

City Mission. — Congregations: Zion, $3.00; First English, 2.00; 
St. John’s, 2.60. — Total, $7.50. 

South American Mission. — Congregations: Birmingham, $2.75; 
an Sunday-school, .20; St. John’s, from N. N., 1.00.— Total, 

95. 

Foreign Mission. — Congregations: Birmingham, $8.50; Pasca- 
goula, 3.58; from the Sunday-school of Mrs. G. Weber, Marshall, 
Tenn., 5.00. Congregations in New Orleans: St. John’s, 5.22; Trin- 
ity, Sunday-school, 1.25.— Total, $23.55. 

Colored Mission. — Congregations: Pascagoula, $1.59; Mobile, 
Sunday-school, .73; Birmingham, 4.35, and from the Sunday-school, 
7.72; Trinity, New Orleans, from the Sunday-school, 3.90.— Total, 
$18.29. , 

Foreign-tongue Mission. — Pascagoula, $2.00. 

Deaf-mute Mission. — Pascagoula, $1.59. Sunday-school in Mo- 
bile, 1.15. — Total, $2.74. ; 

Indian Mission. — Sunday-school in Mobile, $1.25. 

Free Church in Europe. — Pascagoula, $2.98. 

Church Extension Fund.— Congregations: Mobile, $3.00; Pas- 
cagoula, 2.00; St. John’s, New Orleans, 10.30.— Total, $15.30. 

Synodical Building Fund. — Congregations in New Orleans: 
Christ, $4.35; Trinity, 11.03; St. John’s, 10.30. — Total, $25.68. 

Board of Support. — Synodical collection in Mobile, $26.00, and 
from the congregation, 4.05. Birmingham, 2.00. Congregations in 
New Orleans: Christ, 4.00; First English, 2.00; St. John’s, 5.15. — 
Total, $43.20. 

Sanitarium in Wheat Ridge, Colo.— Y. P. S. in Birmingham, 
for the pavilion, $150.97. Congregations: Pascagoula, 2.19; Mobile, 
2.88. — Total, $156.04. 

Institute for Feeble-minded. — Mission Society in Mobile, $2.50, 
and from the Sunday-school, 2.48. From the Sunday-school of St. 
John’s Congregation in New Orleans, .73. — J'otal, $5.71. 

Relicf in Huwrope. — Congregations: Mobile, $41.80; Birmingham, 
Sunday-school, 21.22. — Total, $63.02. 

Concordia College in New Orleans. — Rent, $67.00. 

Bethlehem Orphan Home. — Congregations: Pascagoula, $23.85; 
Mobile, 3.90, and from the Sunday-school, 5.72; Birmingham, Ladies’ 
Aid, 10.00; Lake Charles, Christmas offering, 35.00; Cullman, 35.10; 
Albany, Ladies’ Aid, 23.00; Crowley, 9.00, and from A. Dommart, 
2.00. — Zotal, $147.57. 3 

Indigent Students of the Lowisiana Conference. — Refunded by 
O. B., $24.00. Congregations in New Orleans: Zion, 7.08, and from 
the Sunday-school, 2.00; from H. H. C., 2.00; from Ladies’ Aid, 2.00; 
First English, Sunday-school, 6.00; St. Paul’s, Ladies’ Aid, 2.00; St. 
John’s, 20.60, and from Ladies’ Aid, 4.00. Pastoral Conference, 2.15. 
— Total, $71.83. 

5 pares Students of the Gulf State Conference. — Pascagoula, 
50. 

Household Treasury m St. Louis. — Congregations: Pensacola, 

$32.00; Clinton, 6.01; St. John’s, New Orleans, 10.00. — Total. $48.01. 
GEAND ToTAL: $1,574.29. 


New Orleans, La., January 1, 1920. 
Ava. C. Rersie, Treas., 
316 S. Jefferson Davis Parkway. 


MICHIGAN DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Michigan District from Decem- 
ber 16, 1919, to January 31, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $3,395.69; Synodical Building Fund, 700.09; 
Missions, 4,604.51; Miscellaneous, 11,090.24. — Total, $19,790.53. 
G. WENDT, Treas. 


NEBRASKA DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Nebraska District during Jan- 
uary, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $1,110.26; Synodical Building Fund, 179.92; 
Missions, 5,391.43; Miscellaneous, 3,298.97. — T'otal, $9,980.58. 
A. SCHUELKE, Treas. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. 


NORTH DAKOTA AND MONTANA DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the North Dakota and Montana Dis- 
trict from September 15 to December 15, 1919: — 

Synodical Treasury, $163.79; Home Mission, 7,473.83; other Mis- 
sions, 709.28; Church Isxtension lund, 2,303.82; Board of Support, 
251.09; Miscellaneous, 665.03. — Yotal, $11,566.84. 

P. MEYER, Treas. 


Acknowledgment. 


Received of Joplin, Mo., Sunday-school for Orphan Home at 
Des Peres, $15.00, and for Sanitarium at Wheat Ridge, 10.00. 
G. Hoerser, Treas. 








Triglot Concordia. 


Don’t overlook the advance subscription date on this momentous, 
work. ‘ill noon of February 28, 1920, the cash-in-advance price will 
be $8.40. If you have mislaid your prospectus or never received it, 
send for one. See that your congregation gets the advantage of the 
advance subscription. ConcorpiaA Pusiisuina House, 

St. Louis, Mo. 


Important Notice. 


Kindly consult the address printed on this copy of your 
WITNESS. The bottom line of the address shows when your 
subscription expires. (For instance, ‘‘Dec 20” signifies that 
your subscription expires with the last number in December, 
1920.) If it expires soon, please send your dollar (25 cts. ad- 
ditional in St. Louis, Canada, and foreign countries) to your 
agent or to us in ample time to insure our uninterrupted 
service. It requires normally about two weeks before change 
of expiration date will show on address plates. 

Be sure to mention the paper you desire, and your name 
and address, both new and old, if you desire a change in ad- 
dress. No paper can be mailed by us unless paid in advance, 
and if your renewal is not received before expiration, your 
name will automatically drop from our mailing-list. 


CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE, St. Louis, Mo. 


Change of Addresses. 


Rev. A. Dashner, R.1, Bertha, Minn. 
Rev. J. A. Duerr, Spechts Ferry, Iowa. 
Rev. H. A. Fischer, 605 W. Benton St., Pocatello, Idaho. 


Rev. C. Germeroth, R.1, Box 28, Rising City, Nebr. 
Rev. G. Grabarkewitz, Lipton, Sask., Can. 

Rev. A. Halboth, New Holstein, Wis. 

Rev. O. Krueger, R. 2, Orchard, Nebr. 

Rev. IF. W. Lammert, R.1, Cypress, Tex. 

Rev. C. A. Luerssen, 1301 S. Quincy, Tulsa, Okla. 


Rev. J. H. Meyer, 1416 Arthur Ave., Lakewood, O. 

Rev. H. V. Mueller, Remer, Minn. 

Rev. H. Nau, R. 6, York, Nebr. 

Rev. Fr. F. Selle, 1108 23d St., Milwaukee, Wis. 

Rev. C. Steger, Lexington, Tex. 

O. C. J. Gotsch, R. 8, Decatur, Ind. 

C. W. Greinke, 907: Santa Ie St., Atchison, Kans. 

C. R. Nennert, 1243 Woodmont Ave., New Kensington, Pa. 
B. W. Rubin, R. 2, Box 13, St. Peter, Ill. 

D. L. Toenies, 2138 N. Central Ave., Chicago, Tl]. 
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THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


is an official organ of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missour!, Ohio, 

and Other States. It is published biweekly, and is edited by an Editorial 

Committee consisting of Prof. Th. Graebner and Rev. Martin S. Sommer. 

THERMS OF SUBSORIPTION, $1.00 per annum. In St. Louis, by mall or 
carrier, as well as in Canada and all other forelgn countries, $1.25. 
Payable strictly in advance. 

ALL ARTIOLES intended for publication In the paper should be addressed 
to Rev. M. 8. Sommer, 3627 Ohio Ave., St. Louls, Mo. 

ALL OHUROH NEWS, Announcements, Acknowledgments, Notices, also 
Books for Review, should be sent to Prof. Th. Graebner, 3618 Texas Ave., 
St. Louls, Mo. 

NEW SUBSORIPTIONS may begin at any time, 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS is secured by giving both the new and the old 
address, and that one week before the change is desired. 

AN AGENT is desired in every town. Correspondence invited. 
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O Hallowed Thorns of Crimson Hue.. 


O hallowed thorns of crimson hue, 
Perhaps you still complain 

That no one ever thought of you 
In all your grief and pain. 

O weep not for the evil done, 

Nor sing a mournful dole; 

For you adorned the Sinless One, 
The Bridegroom of the soul. 


No amaranth, no rose so red, 

My heart could e’er entwine 

As have the thorns that graced His head 
Who gave His life for mine. 

No violet, no lily pure, 

No sweet forget-me-not, 

Was worn by Him whose blood can cure 
Sin’s deepest stain and spot. 


No diadem of rich renown, 

No gem, though yet so rare, 

Became the chaplet in His crown, 

The Fairest of the fair. 

And yonder, where His joy adorns 

The saints and morning stars, 

We'll sing the love that bore the thorns, 
And kiss His sacred scars. 


Sheboygan, Wis. W. M. CzaMansge. 


‘“‘Behold the Lamb of God, Which Taketh Away 
the Sin of the World!”’ 


JOHN 1, 29. 





Words of Luther for Our Own Day. Translated for the 

“Lutheran Witness” by the Rev. Prof. Th. Engelder, 

; Springfield, Ill. ; 

This description of Christ, our Savior, is precious and 
comforting beyond measure. The tongue of man cannot ex- 
press nor his mind grasp the full import of it. In the life 
to come we shall without ceasing delight ourselves in the 
contemplation of the truth that the Son of God abased Him- 
self so deeply as to take my sins upon Himself. And not 
only my sins, but also the sins of all men, from Adam to the 
very last man, He accounts His own, to be expiated by His 
suffering and death, that I may be sinless and obtain eternal 
life and bliss. Who can sufficiently grasp or fittingly express 


these things — this, that the whole world with all its holiness, 
righteousness, power, and glory is adjudged by God altogether 
worthless and wholly sinful; and this, that he who would be 
saved and relieved of his sin is assured that all his sins are 
cast upon the Lamb? ‘Therefore John points to the Lamb 
and tells his disciples: Would you know where you are to 
look for the remission of sins? Do not try to get rid of them 
by way of the law of Moses; that wav leads to hell; there 
your sins confront you only to terrify and condemn you. But 
are you looking for the place where the sins of the world _ 
were done to death and utterly removed? Behold the cross! 
Behold the Lamb! “On Him the Lord hath laid the iniquity 
of us all,” as Isaiah says (chap. 53,6).... On Him all our 
sins were laid, on Him alone, on none other. The Lamb was 
ordained to bear the sins of the whole world. 

Let the Christian, therefore, stick to this text and its 
plain meaning, and never give it up. For there is no other 
comfort in heaven and earth to sustain us in our trials, par- 
ticularly in the dread hour of death. And he that knows 
that the sins of the whole world are laid on this Lamb, will 
know the Pope and the Turk to be the antichrist. For the 
Pope has been telling the Christians that it is incumbent on 
them to expiate their sins themselves, and to cleanse them- 
selves of them through almsgiving and the like, and he is 
preaching the same infamous lie to-day. But if that is true, 
my sins, the crushing burden, are lying on me, and not on 
Christ the Lamb. In that case I were lost and damned. But 
He is bearing the burden of sin; not mine alone, nor yours 
alone, not the sins of any one nation or land, but of the 
whole world; and you are a part of the world... . 

This, then, is the heart of the Christian doctrine. Be- 
lieve it, and you are a Christian; disbelieve it, and you are 
not a Christian, and will get what is coming to you. There 


you have it as plain as day: “This is the Lamb of God, which 


taketh away the sin of the world.” This text is God’s word, 
not ours; we did not invent the story that God slew: the 
Lamb for our salvation, and that the dear Lamb, in obedience 
to His Father, took upon Himself the sins of all the world. 
But the world fights shy of this truth; it refuses to hail the 
Lamb as the one Savior, the only one to take away our sins. . 
The world claims a part of the glory; and its frantic en- 
deavors to expiate its sin itself only make matters worse. 
For beside this dear Lamb there is no Savior from sin, and 
God will hear of none other. ... 
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The law, indeed, puts my sins upon me, but God takes 
them off my shoulders and casts them upon the Lamb. He 
can take care of them better than I. Says God: I see the 
heavy burden is crushing you, but I shall relieve you of the 


burden. These sins, of which the Law convicts you to your. 


damnation, I shall remove from your conscience and shall 
hold the Lamb guilty of them; He shall bear them... . 
But I hear you say: I cannot. know for sure that He has 
taken away my sins. There is no doubt that He has taken 
away the sins of St. Peter and of St. Paul and of other saints. 
They were holy men. Ah, if only I were St. Peter or St. Paul! 
— Cannot you hear? Is St. John not plainly saying: “This 
is the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world” ? 
You are certainly not going to deny that you belong to the 
world. You are a human being. You are not a beast. Therc- 
fore your sins must be among the rest, no less than St. Peter’s 
and St. Paul’s. And they could expiate their sins as little as 
_you; here nobody is excepted. Therefore you must not be 
guided by these thoughts of yours, but cling to the word 
which assures you of the forgiveness of sins for the sake of 
the Lamb, which taketh away the sins of the world, and asks 
you to believe it. Listen! The Lamb did thorough work; 
it taketh away the sins of the world, from beginning to end; 


it must needs take away yours, too, and offer you grace. 
(VII, 171%7—1725.) 


“Suffered under Pontius Pilate.’’ 





I. CHRIST WAS TO SUFFER. 

The prophets testified beforehand the sufferings of 
Christ. 1 Pet. 1,11; Acts 3,18. Isaiah, in the 53d chapter, 
says: “He is despised and rejected, a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief, stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted, 
wounded, bruised, oppressed, brought as a lamb to the 
slaughter, taken from prison and judgment, cut off out of 
the land of the living.” 

‘This description is so vivid and true as if it had been 
penned on the spot by an eye-witness, and so Isaiah has been 
called the “Prophet under the Cross” and the “Evangelist 
among the Prophets.” 

Christ Himself prepared His disciples for His suffering 
when He told them: “How it is written of the Son of Man 
that He must suffer many things, and be set at naught.” 
Mark 9,12. And when the time came near, the Master 
calmly announced to His disciples: “Behold, we go up to 
Jerusalem, and all things that are written by the prophets 
- concerning the Son of Man shall be accomplished.” 

Being foretold, the suffering of Christ was of course not 
an accident, a matter of mere chance. At the Holy Supper 
Christ said, “Truly, the Son of Man goeth as it was deter- 
mined.” Luke 18,31; 22,22. He was “delivered by the de- 
terminate counsel and foreknowledge of God,” Acts 2, 23; 
and again we read: “Of a truth, against Thy holy Child 
Jesus, whom Thou hast anointed, both Herod and Pontius 
Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gath- 
pred together for to do whatsoever Thy hand and Thy counsel 
determined before to be done.” Acts 4, 27.28. After His 
resurrection Christ appealed to the fulfilled prophecies to 
prove Himself the Messiah and to confirm the faith of His 
disciples: “Ought not Christ to have suffered these things?” 
and again: “Thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ 


to suffer.” Luke 24, 26. 46. 
argument: “Those things which God before halh showed by 
the mouth of all His prophets, that Christ should suffer, He 
hath so fulfilled,” and Paul argues in the same strain that 
Christ must needs have suffered.” Acts B,185 27, 3. 


II. CHRIST SUFFERED. - 

Those things which God before had showed by the mouth 
of all His prophets, that Christ should suffer, He hath so 
fulfilled. Acts 3, 18. 

When only eight days old, Christ shed [His blood for us 
at the circumcision; when a youth, He “was subject to” His 
parents; was called the carpenter, and willingly bore the daily 
round of humble toil, though all the time well aware of who 
He was, and what He was to do. : 

Christ suffered mainly “under Pontius Pilate,” during 
the administration of this governor, during Christ’s public 
career, and more especially at the end thereof. 

Christ was baptized to fulfil all righteousness for us as 
our Substitute. Matt. 3, 15. 

After His baptism Christ entered upon His public min- 
istry and fasted forty days and nights in the wilderness and 
was mysteriously tempted by Satan; at Nazareth His life 
was in danger by the infuriated mob that had listened to His 
sermon; He was wearied with journeys and grew thirsty; 
He wept at the grave of His friend Lazarus, and shed tears 
over the coming destruction of Jerusalem. “In all their 
afllictions He was afflicted.” Is. 63,9. “He took our infirmi- 
ties, and bare our sickness.” Matt.8,17. “He endured such 
contradiction of sinners against Himself.” Heb. 12, 3. 

Then came that mysterious agony in Gethsemane before 
which He trembled and prayed: “Now is My soul troubled; 
Father, save Me from this hour.” John 12,27. No wonder 
He would stay the Father’s hand and push back the cup if 
it were possible. Think of the unspeakable anguish of soul 
felt by David after his sin, as we read of it in the penitential 
psalms, for instance, the 51st, and then consider, or try to 
consider, the avalanche of woe piling upon the soul of Christ, 
the tidal wave of misery engulfing the soul of Christ, upon 
whom “God had laid the iniquity of us all.” 

Then “He began to. be sorrowful, sore amazed, very 


heavy” — three words expressing the very highest pitch of 


pain. Then His sweat was as it were great drops of blood 
falling down to the ground. ‘Then He said, “My soul is ex- 
ceedingly sorrowful, even unto death,” and an angel from 
heaven had to strengthen Him. 


The dastardly betrayal by His disciple, and with a kiss! 


The degrading arrest with swords and staves by night, as 
if He had been a desperado and a thief! And all His dis- 
ciples forsook Him! And Peter with cursing and swearing 
denied Him! The servant slapped His face! Pilate’s patron- 
izing ways! Herod’s pleasure at mecting Him, expecting to 
see a miracle, — as if He had been a fakir at a country fair! 
‘he mob voting for Barabbas, the robber, and rejecting Him! 
The insulting crown of thorns! The mockery! The scourg- 
ing! Ps.129,3. Bearing the cross to Calvary! The nails 
in hands and feet, the crucifixion! ‘Behold the Man!” 
Listen ! 
“Behold and see if there be any sorrow like unto My sorrow, 
which is done unto Me, wherewith the Lord hath afflicted Me in 
the day of His fierce anger.” Lam. 1, 12. 

Milwaukee, Wis. ‘ Wma. DaLtmann, 
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St. Peter takes up the same ~ 


“My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” . 


(To be continued.) , 
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THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. 


The Symbolical Books of the Lutheran Church 
-and Church Union. 





1. THE SYMBOLICAL BOOKS. 


The Lutheran Church has inherited priceless treasures 
from the past. In her jewel-chest are found countless gems 
of sacred poetry, beautifully wrought by skilled workmen; 
much wealth of sacred music from the hands of renowned 
masters; stately ceremonies and customs that carry the 
mind back to the days of the early Church; rich liturgical 
forms; rare books of devotion and of instruction; massive 
tomes of profound research in every province of theology. 

But all these heirlooms, priceless as they are, are far 
surpassed in value by the crown jewels of the Lutheran 
Church — the Symbolical Books, the Confessions. In these 
books the fathers of the Church, the giants of the Reforma- 
tion, laid down the fullest and most detailed creed, or con- 
fession of faith, ever made by any religious body on earth, 
and from the pages of these books any one may learn for 
himself what is Lutheran doctrine in any important par- 
ticular. 

Nor is the value of these books one whit decreased by 
the fact that dogmas, ereeds, and confessions of faith are 
rather unpopular in our day. Unthinking men say scorn- 
fully, “What is the use of creeds and confessions? Isn’t the 
Bible enough for you? The Bible is my creed/” Such words 
have a fine ring, but, as a matter of fact, they are glittering 
nonsense. A man’s creed, or confession of faith, is his state- 
meat of what he believes to be Bible-doctrine. If, then, a 
man says, “I'he Bible is my creed,” he practically claims that 
the Bible is a statement of what he believes to be Bible- 
doctrine. It is evident that such a man either mistakes the 
meaning of the word “creed,” or does not know what the 
Bible is, or, more probably, is not accustomed to think 
clearly. 

If a judge, after hearing the evidence in a case, were 
asked, “What is your decision?” and he would answer, 
“I don’t believe in special decisions. The law is enough 
for me. The law is my decision,” he would very properly 
be told, “The law is no decision, but it is that on which your 
decision should be based.” In the same manner a man who 
says, “I'he Bible is my creed,” is very properly told, “The 
Bible is no creed, but it is that on which your ereed should 
be grounded.” 

When the Lord asked, “Who say ye that I am?” Peter 
did not answer, “Lord, the Bible tells who, I believe, you 
are,” but clearly and joyfully he stated his creed, his faith: 
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

If all men were willing to accept the Bible-words as 
they stand, there would, indeed, be no necessity for formal 
creeds. But very early in the life of the Church there arose 
teachers of falsehood and error who cunningly twisted the 
sacred Words to suit their own purposes. ‘To mark the con- 
flict between the teaching of these false prophets and the 
doctrine of the blessed apostles, the Church declared its faith 
by the words of the Apostles’.Creed. This creed became the 
baptismal confession, and it was recited by the congregations 
every Sunday. 

For a time the Apostles’ Creed was sufficient to mark 
orthodox faith. But when Arius and others who denied the 
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deity of the Savior boldly joined in the Apostles’ Creed, 
though they took it in a sense different from that accepted 
by the Church, it was held necessary to reaffirm the Bible-. 
doctrine in greater detail. ‘Therefore the Council of N icaea, 
in the year 325, adopted the Nicene Creed, which is an en- 
largement of the Apostles’ Creed, laying special stress on the 
essential deity of our Lord. Still later Christendom adopted 
the Athanasian Creed, which sects forth the doctrine of the 
Holy Trinity. 

These three creeds are known as the Ecumenical, or 
Universal, Creeds, and they are accepted by practically all 
churches who can lay claim to the name of Christian. They 
are part and parcel also of the Symbols, or Confessions, of 
the Lutheran Church. . 

For a thousand years, while error and superstition over- 
ran the Church, no new confession of faith was made. But 
when the Reformation restored the teaching of the apostolic 
age, it became necessary to set a new confession against the 
errors of Rome. In 1530, therefore, those who had been won 
to the Gospel-truth made a common confession of faith before 
Emperor Charles V at the Diet of Augsburg. This document, 
known as the Augsburg Confession, and drawn up with the 
most painstaking care by the great Lutheran theologians of 
that age, first presents briefly the doctrines in which there is 
agreement with the Catholic Church, and then points out 
the false doctrines and practises which that Church has in- 
troduced. It is the Declaration of Independence of the 
Lutheran Church, the greatest historical document in her 
archives. 

Within the next fifty years the doctrine of the Augsburg 
Confession was defended, restated, and defined in the Apology 
(or Defense) of the Augsburg Confession, the Smalcald Ar- 
ticles, and the Formula of Concord. The last-named, the 
latest and most extensive of the Confessions, places the stamp 
of symbolical authority on all the confessions named above 
and, in addition, on the Small and Large Catechism of 
Dr. Luther. 

These, then, are the Symbols of the Lutheran Church: 
1. The three Ecumenical Creeds; 2. the Augsburg Confession ; 
3. the Apology; 4. the Smalcald Articles; 5. the Small Cate- 
chism of Luther; 6. the Large Catechism; 7. the Formula of 
Concord. These writings compose the Book of Concord, first 
published in the year 1850, and it is this book which we do 
not hesitate to call, next to God’s own Word, the choicest 
treasure of the Lutheran Church. In the pages of this book, 
as nowhere else, may the earnest reader feel the spirit and 
power of those mighty men of God at whose strokes fell the 
vaunted fabric on which Superstition and Imposture had 
labored for a thousand years. Here, ‘better than anywhere 
else, he may learn to know the doctrine that broke the age- 
long fetters of ignorance and error and restored the ancient 
faith in its purity — that doctrine which its foes thought to 
degrade by calling it Lutheran. WaYFARER. 





Counterfeit Wisdom. 


_ “Concentration! Concentration! That is what we 
need in this age,’ declared an incisive voice, the voice of the 
young man familiar with modern catch-words. But his 
elderly companion looked at him over her spectacles. 


_——<— + + + 
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“Perhaps I am wrong, but it seems to me that it makes 
a lot of difference what you’re going to concentrate on,’ she 
answered slowly, with an indescribable little emphasis on the 
last word.” 

The man who “concentrates on” drink has little pros- 
pects of becoming what we are wont to call a successful man. 
There is no reasoning required to make this plain. The man 
who would seriously object and say: “Not what you concen- 
trate on, but that you concentrate, matters; your concen- 
tration must only be real,” would be considered as lacking 
considerably in mental soundness. 

But substitute “faith” and “believing” for “concentra- 
tion” and “concentrating,” and immediately men of whom not 


a few hold responsible positions in the Church, who are 


looked upon for guidance in the Church, who speak to men 
by word of mouth and word of pen in periodicals and books, 
men even who are missionaries sent out to preach the Gospel 
to the heathen, whose words are heard and read regularly by 
hundreds and thousands, — such men will arise and tell you: 
“Tt matters not so much what you believe, but that you be- 
lieve’; that is, it matters not whether you believe in the 
Christ who is real, or in the Christ who is a phantom of your 
imagination. We have even been told that the Hindu, if he 
is only sincere in his faith, and lives up to it, will be saved 
by that faith. These same men will readily admit that “the 
trouble with the great mass of unsuccessful mankind is not 
so much lack of concentration as it is concentrating on a 
wrong object”; but when it comes to faith, the object of 
faith, which, as the Bible tells us, must be Christ as He has 
revealed Himself in His Word, in their opinion, matters 
‘little, or, at any rate, is of less importance than faith itself. 
That is their wisdom. It is counterfeit and ought to be 
easily detected. 

By reasoning in this manner they hope to win souls for 
Christ. It is the reasoning that we find in their periodicals 
and books written for that purpose. But it does not strike 
them that it is quite logical to argue thus: If it is faith 
and not the object, Jesus Christ as He has revealed Himself 
to us, that saves, if it is, in the end, immaterial what the 
object of my faith is, then where is the need for me to 
change the object of my faith, why must I become a Chris- 
tian? It does not strike them that they are in this way 
doing more to hinder the winning of souls for Christ than 
if they were open blasphemers of God and His Revelation. 
These men claim to be under the guidance of the Spirit. 
And through the words they speak they aim to put the Spirit 
into the hearts of others. However, according to their view, 
the Spirit cannot enter the hearts of men through the word 
of the Bible. But now another man, who likewise claims to 
be filled with the Spirit, refuses to accept as Truth what 
they hold out as such. The Spirit, who— mark well! — is 
always the same, in one man denics what in the other man 
He reveals as Truth! God protect us from that spirit, that 
- is, the devil! We thank God that He has given us His Word, 
which is a more sure Word than theirs, and by it protects us 
against such spirits. We thank God that tn spite of their 
efforts and influence many are daily added to the number of 
those who “have washed their robes and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb.” 


Nagercoil, India. A. J. Lurz. 
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Popularity Is No Criterion of Worth. 


Is the popularity of any movement, institution, or doctrine 
an infallible sign of its worth and merit? Many speak and 
argue as if it were. They mention the multitudes who are now 
taking up Spiritism as if its present popularity were in any 
wise an indication of its value. Who has not heard people men- 
tion the increasing number of those who take up Christian 
Science as if that in itself argued in favor of that cult? There 
are those who speak of the fact that the theaters are filled to 
capacity while many churches are empty, as if that in itself 
signified the superiority of the theaters. But these people forget 
that worthless weeds grow and prosper without any assistance 
from man, whereas wheat, corn, and potatoes require careful 
nurture and assiduous cultivation. Is whisky better than water 
because it was sold for twenty dollars a gallon, whereas an 
abundance of water to quench your thirst is offered everywhere 
in our cities free of any charge whatsoever? Is the movie 





better than school because most children are willing to pay and. 


to beg to go to the movie, whereas they are glad to have a day 
or even a week off from school? It seems that the enemies of 
the Lord Jesus did not find it so difficult to gather a crowd to cry 
out against the Savior, “Crucify Him, crucify Him!” Did this 
indicate their worth and Jesus’ unworth? Are heathen super- 
stitions better than the teachings of the Bible? The teachings 
of the Bible have been before mankind for nearly six thousand 
years, but to this day the majority of men prefer heathen super- 
stitions to Bible-truth. And even of those who have accepted 
parts of the Bible, the majority still cling most tenaciously to all 
manner of heathen superstitions. 

Let every one consider the people of this earth as far as 
he knows them. Do you find that the majority of them are 
strictly truthful, faithful, enlightened, diligent, unselfish, char- 
itable, prizing spiritual matters above temporal matters, and 
seeking first of all their soul’s salvation, the glory of God, and 
their neighbor’s welfare? And if you must admit that the 
majority of people are corrupt in their tastes, ignorant and 
prejudiced in their judgments, unjust and selfish in their de- 
sires, how can you rely upon their judgment as indicating the 
worth or the genuine merit of any doctrine, institution, or 
movement ? . 

Jesus has directed us also in this question of popularity. 
He has told us how to judge of the majority of men. He said: 
“Wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to de- 
struction, and many there be which go in thereat: because 
strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto 
life, and few there be that find it.” They who firmly believe 
these words will never accept popularity as an indication of 
intrinsic worth. Popularity and the acclaim of the multitude 
will rather tend to prejudice them against than in favor of the 
popular thing. , 

In this connection it is well to read the testimony of a 
writer in the Christian Standard: — 

“There is nothing so unpopular among denominationalists 
to-day as the Gospel of Christ itself, in all of its simplicity and 
truth. A man can come into a community and lecture on 
infidelity, materialism, Christian Science, or Mormonism, and 
he will not arouse any determined opposition; but just Ict him 
step out and declare the whole counsel of God, and the old 
parties line up shoulder to shoulder in opposition.” 

A true Christian cannot idolize the crowd, for the Good 
Shepherd goes in one direction and the crowd in another. §. 
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Professor John Schaller, president of the theological 
seminary of the Wisconsin Synod at Wauwatosa, Wis., and 
professor of systematic theology in that institution, died Feb- 
ruary 7 after an illness of only thirty-six hours. He succumbed 
to an attack of influenza-pneumonia. 

By the death of this theologian the Lutheran Church loses 
a shining light and the Wisconsin Synod one of her ablest and 
most versatile leaders. He attained the age of sixty years, but 
was, when the fatal malady overtook him, in full vigor of body 
and mind, intensely active as a literary worker, and at the 
height of his powers as a professor and preacher. Only three 
months ago he had published his Christology, a learned work 
treating the person and work of Jesus Christ, in which the 
breadth of the author’s erudition and his felicity of diction 
shines at its brightest. It was Prof. Schaller’s intention to 
follow up this work with treatises on the other articles of the 
Christian faith. We bow our head in humility and silence at 
the unsearchable ways of God in taking from his labors this 
great teacher of the Church, but praise His mercies in having 
given to the Church of the Reformation the services of this 
industrious and faithful worker. 

In his funeral oration, Prof. August Pieper, a colleague of 
the deceased, fitly dwelt upon the call of repentance to the 
Church as the lesson of Prof. Schaller’s sudden taking-off. 
Words of condolence were spoken at the funeral by repre- 
sentatives of our seminaries at St. Louis and Springfield, and 
President Pfotenhauer spoke for the Missouri Synod. G. 

Boys for the Ministry. — Trinity Church, of Davenport, 
Iowa, recently celebrated its fiftieth anniversary. In the nar- 
rative of this congregation’s history a fact was brought out 
which is of more than ordinary interest. During the half- 
century of its existence this congregation (now numbering 
about 500 communicants) has given no less than thirty sons to 
the Gospel-ministry. Of these there are now eleven active in 
the service of the Church. Last fall the pastor took five boys of 
the congregation to our college at Milwaukee as new entrants! 

- Possibly there are other congregations in our Synod which 
can equal the record of Trinity at Davenport. But consider the 
sacrifices which the members of this one church have brought 
for the perpetuation of the pure doctrine in our midst! 

Let others emulate this example. Just now is the season 
of the year for encouraging the boys of our confirmation classes 
to enter one of our colleges or normal schools in the fall. We 
shall, if the world stands, need thousands of new workers in our 
far-flung mission-fields in this country and abroad within the 
next ten or fifteen years. This means that strong efforts must 
be made to obtain recruits for our colleges now. And we shall 
need parochial school teachers. We look for a strong upward 
trend of this work in the near future. With God’s help our 
Synod will not only retain its great system of parish-schools, 
but we shall, if our people can be awakened to their duties, 
reopen many that we have Jost. Even now there is a most 
deplorable lack of teachers. We need boys to fill our two normal 
schools to their capacity. 

All that is required for the future of our work in missions 
and schools is a full recognition on the part of our membership 
of the boundless opportunity which our Church has not only 
in this land, but in foreign fields. In South America our work 
is progressing so fast that there recently was a call for no less 
than eight graduates of this year’s class at St. Louis, “needed 
immediately.” Our work in India will need many men in the 
near future, in China our work has only begun. And who 
knows but we may require scores of men to enter the work in 
Central Europe before many years are past. 

We necd boys, right now, to decide for the Gospel-ministry; 
and we need more than ever before. 
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One Danger Connected with the Language Question. — 
Dr. Loy, in the Story of My Iafe, writes in explanation of a 
certain trouble which befell the Ohio Synod, and especially 
Capitol University at Columbus: “And trouble came. Os- 
tensibly it was the language question; really it was the Lu- 
theran question that brought it about.” He points out as one 
of the dangers which a synod faces when there is a transition 
from one language into another, that matters which are purely 
linguistic may be handled as if they were essential or doctrinal, 
and again, there may be some who would deal with matters 
which are essential and doctrinal as if they were merely lin- 
guistic and indifferent. We are right in the midst of this period 
of transition. In many congregations of our Synod the Water 
of Life is now being poured from one vessel into another. We 
are not doing this for the sake of the vessel, but for the sake 
of the Water of Life. But while pouring it from vessel to vessel, 
let us be careful that we retain all of the precious contents, 
and retain it just as pure as we have had it before. If the 
language must be changed, let that be changed, but let us not 
imagine that therefore other things must be changed also. Let 
us not idolize any language, neither the German nor the Eng- 
lish, but let us by all means hold fast our Triune God and His 
entire revelation. At the present time and under present con- 
ditions we must keep our eyes open so that troubles may not 
overtake us as they have overtaken others, and later on it be ~ 
said: “Ostensibly it was the language question; really it was 
the Lutheran question.” If the language must be changed, let 


it be changed, but make sure that no more be changed than 
the language. S. 


The Humbug and Shams of Attractive Labels. — We 
all agree with him who said: “What’s in a name? A rose by 
any other name would smell as sweet.” But we must never- 
theless admit that fools are very easily taken in by a mere 
name or label. And the number of these poor, easily deceived 
mortals is so large that they at all times provide easy pickings 
for an innumerable swarm of deceivers who live upon names 
and labels. At the time of Luther the word “church” sounded 
good to Ohristians. J’rom little up they had confessed, “I be- 
lieve in the Holy Catholic Church.” No other argument carried 
such foree with it as, “The Church teaches this,” or, “The 
Church has always taught this.” 


Luther complains bitterly that his opponents had about | 
given up trying.to disprove his teachings from the Bible, or, 
where that was in place, from good and sound reason, but they 
simply cried, “The Church, the Church, the Church!” And with 
many that name alone sufficed to sway the mind. For many 
never stopped to inquire, Who is the Church? or, What do you 
mean by the Church?— We may ery all we will: “What’s in 
a name?’ the Pope calls his crowd the Holy Catholic Church, 
and that name is the bait which has caught, and is still catch- 


ing, millions of souls. 


Just so Christian Science has chosen a name with which 
to conjure. Science stands for something very respectable. 
Every young mind that has brought from home its jumbled 
bits of knowledge and has had them tested, washed, cleansed, 
sorted, and set up by the scientific methods of the schools has 
acquired a marvelous admiration for science. And as for the 
name of Christian, who is so contemptible and so hopelessly 
sunken in the mire that he would not at least claim to be some 
kind of a Christian? Combine the two and you have a com- 
bination which forms a very attractive bait for those who are 
accustomed to admire names and labels. The professional healer 
finds that, after all, there is something in a name. The name 


of Christian Science has produced not one fortune, but many 
fortunes. 
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Nor have we exhausted the list of names in which there is 
much. The man who knows how to manipulate the name of 
“saint,” “oldest church,” “holiness,” “conversion,” “inspiration,” 
“prayer,” will find something in these names for him who knows 
to bait his hook with them. 

And how much is there in such a name as “reconstruction,” 
“Americanization,” “liberty,” “broadness,” “progress,” ‘mod- 
ern,” “tolerance,” “union,” “loyalty,” “patriotism”! Who would 
undertake to count the millions who have been caught in all 
kinds of waters and upon all kinds of cruel hooks by such 
names? Even the name of “Lutheran” has been used as a bait. 

In this connection a story that is told about Abraham 
Lincoln is illuminating. Lincoln at one time asked those about 
him the question, “If you call the tail of a sheep a leg, how 
many legs has the sheep?” The chorus answered, “Five.” “No,” 
said Lincoln, “the sheep has even then only four legs, because 
calling the tail a leg does not make it one.” 

Our Lord Jesus in the days of His flesh said that many 
would come and say to Him “Lord, Lord,” who had not the least 
intention of being His servants. They think that labeling them- 
selves is all that is necessary. Do not be satisfied with labeling 
yourself, and look carefully beyond the label which others have 
attached to their goods. Look to the contents. Many things 
are called diamonds which are not even first-class cut glass. 
The most ridiculous humbugs have frequently been labeled 
science, and the most detestable Satanic lies have been given 
beautiful Christian names. We are not saying anything new. 
The Lord Jesus warned us against wolves who come in sheep’s 
clothing; and the apostle tells us that “many false prophets 
have gone out into the world.” 

We remember hearing of a peculiar case in the South 
during the days of negro slavery. A certain physician lived 
in a magnificent mansion surrounded by beautiful and spacious 
grounds. He owned.a colored slave. Strange to say, the slave 
was the only free man on that place. The doctor himself was 
the miserable slave of a drug, his wife was the abject slave of 
a superstition, and their only son was possessed by the demon 
rum. Their colored man was a true Christian. He did his 
work not with eye-service as a man-pleaser, but heartily as unto 
the Lord. All the inhabitants of that house except the negro 
were labeled “free.” He was known as “slave,” but in reality 
the others were the slaves, and he was the only free man in the 
house. — Be not deceived by a name. S. 

Pastors Made into Professors of Agriculture. — One of 
the activities of the Interchurch Movement is described in the 
following paragraphs from the Advertzser-Journal: — 

“Special training to enable rural pastors better to interest 
farmers in church-work by giving the pastors a scientific knowl- 
edge of the conditions and problems of farm-life will be given 
at thirty Rural Pastors’ Graduates Schools in as many States 
to be operated under the combined auspices of the State Agri- 
culture Colleges, on whose premises the schools will be con- 
ducted, and of the Interchurch World Movement, which will 
furnish the faculties. Most of the schools will be conducted 
for a period of three weeks each, between June and September, 
according to the announcement of Ralph A. Felton of the Inter- 
church Movement, who is arranging the details for the nation- 
wide venture. 

“Tt is the plan to teach the rural pastors how they may 
help the farmers to get better crops by applying scientific 
methods, so that the farmers, in return, may learn better church- 
methods, which will also be one of the subjects taught during 
the term of the summer school. Good roads, finding and de- 
veloping a market, community health, rural schools, and similar 
subjects will be required, as will the subjects of evangelism, 
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pastoral calling, church finances, and religious instruction. 
Child welfare will be discussed on the same day as Christianity 
and world democracy and successful village, churches. Mis- 
sionary problems of the Church will receive attention, as will 
the subject of the house-fly and health. The whole course is 
designed by the promoters to show the very close relationship 
between the rural church and the every-day life of men and 
women in rural communities. 

“Not only will the pastors be given the advantage of these 
graduate schools, but the pastors’ wives will be given studies in 
a special course on ‘Home-making for Pastors’ Wives.’ In this 
course the relation of rural churches to the organization of 
county demonstration work, with illustrations of how to put up 
preserves, will be one feature. Home decoration, selection and 
care of clothing, recreational activities, and poultry raising are 
some of the subjects to be taught. , 

“Under the cooperative arrangement of the church organ- 
izations the Interchurch World Movement becomes the pro- 
motional agency, and the denominational home mission societies 
are responsible for the enrolment of the students.” 

Why, we ask, are preachers selected for this work of teach- 
ing the farmer agriculture?) Why not invite country doctors 
and country lawyers to do this work?— Have country pastors 
heretofore given too much time to the care of the souls en- 
trusted to their charge, and to the proclamation of the Word 
which the Master sent them to preach? Is agriculture, medi- 


. cine, and political law more important than that for which 


Jesus died? Do they not seem to say to the farmer: “What 
shall it profit a man if he does save his soul and finally lose 
his hogs?” St.Paul never mentioned agriculture, hogs, and 
horses in the following admonition to Timothy: “Till I come, 
give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Neglect 
not the gift that is in thee, which was given theo by prophecy, 
with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. Meditate 
upon these things; give thyself wholly to them, that thy profit- 
ing may appear to all.” 1 Tim. 4,12—15. S. 

Another Government Letter to the Clergy. — It appears 
that our offices in Washington are committed to a policy of 
engaging the clergy in minor tasks related to functions of gov- 
ernment. Only three weeks ago it was the Roper letter, which 
called upon the churches to organize committees for the en- 
forcement of the Prohibition amendment. Now the Adjutant- 
General of the Army addresses the clergy of the United States 
on the French Memorial Diploma, awarded to the parents of 
those who fell in the war, and to be distributed on Washington’s 
Birthday through the American Legion. The letter is carefully 
worded. It expresses the Government’s recognition of the value, 
for soldierly morale, of contact with religion and the agencies 
of religion. So long as we have chaplaincies in the Army and 
Navy, no fault can be found with this line of reasoning. The 
letter requests no cooperation in distinctively Government ac- 
tivities. It is mainly a suggestion that pastors “weave into 
their Washington’s Birthday service” something concerning the 
diploma of the French government. 

However, we cannot rid ourselves of certain doubts con- 
cerning the propriety of such a letter. The principle of it is 
wrong. If Churches transgress upon the political field and 
endeavor to enlist the agencies of Government for the advance- 
ment of their idea of the Kingdom of God, that should not be 
an encouragement, but rather a deterrent for Government off- 
cials, lest they make confusion worse confounded. And is it 
not clear that such requests are apt to create difficulties for 
pastors and also for congregations? By refusing cooperation in 
the ferreting out of whisky-smugglers and home breweries, 
pastors and congregations place themselves under suspicion as 


OOOO oo rcvVWVX7——ee—_vovVWV_—— 


CE EEE 


; ‘THE LUTHERAN WYENESS, W 


sympathizers with violators of law. By ignoring the matter of 
the I'rench government’s diploma in their sermons on Feb- 
ruary 22, and by conducting their regular church services in- 
stead of making these a “Washington’s Birthday service,” other 
difficulties are created. Why should pastors be placed in such 
a dilemma of cither conducting, contrary to churchly usage, 
a Washington’s Birthday “service,” or of writing themselves 
down, in the opinion of outsiders, as un-American in spirit; 
of recognizing the American Legion, or refusing it recognition? 
Whatever the clergy chooses to do or not to do in these matters, 
certainly ought to be a choice uninfluenced by conditions 
created by a letter from our National Government. 

Our pastors have their commission from the Lord of the 
Church. Their office is absolutely a spiritual one. Any intro- 
duction of purposes of a civic or social character into their 
public ministry violates our conception of the ministerial func- 
tion. Even their references to the boys in military service, 
when “demobilizing” a service flag, are borne by spiritual pur- 
poses, not for the glorification of war, but for the glory of God, 
who has brought back our boys, and in prayers for their loyalty 
to church. Shall the limitation of our preaching to matters 
of religion become an occasion for doubting the patriotism of 
our clergy? Shall Government officials become a party to such 
misunderstanding of our position? Shall our intensely Amert- 
can opposition to all Government coalition with the churches 
be made to appear like its very opposite? Because we resist 
un-American practises, shall we be regarded as un-American? 

These are the issues involved. It were better if the Govern- 
ment limited its communications for the clergy to question- 
naires for income-tax returns. Gh 


Quoting Hugo instead of the Bible.— Upon the Memo- 
rial Diploma which the French Government has given to the 
nearest of kin of our young men who died in the war we read 
these lines of Victor Hugo: 

“For those who devoutly died for their country 

It is right that the people come and pray at their tombs.” 


No doubt, the Romanist who caused this sentiment to be 
engraved on the diploma would very much have preferred to 
select some word from the Bible in favor of praying for the 
dead; but that was simply impossible, because in the entire 
Bible there is not a single word which justifies’ prayers and 
masses for the dead. But what of that? A Roman priest is not 
particular about his spiritual currency, —if legal tender is not 
at hand, a counterfeit from Victor Hugo will serve the purpose. 
Why be so particular when ignorant Roman Catholics cannot 
distinguish between a French novelist and a divinely inspired 
evangelist? A host of these misguided Catholics will never 
know but what this sentiment was spoken by Christ Himself. 

Catholics may be satisfied to take their religious teaching 
from Victor Hugo; Lutherans know better than that. They 
would as soon raise Victor Hugo to the level of an inspired 
writer as make their colored washwoman chief surgeon of the 
United States Army. 

What a confession of theological bankruptcy when Roman 


priests are forced to quote Victor Hugo in favor of their teach- 


ings, creed, and practise! Jesus did not say, “If ye believe and 
do what Victor Hugo teaches, then are ye true Christians.” 
Jesus said: “If ye continue in Afy Word, then are ye My dis- 
ciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free.” S. 


Preachers and the Treaty of Peace.—It is only two 
months ago that Congressmen were deluged with telegrams 
(paid for by parties unknown) from clergymen demanding 
ratification of the League of Nations Covenant and treaty of 


peace without revision. Religious assemblies and coventions 
passed ringing resolutions to the same effect. Countless ser- 
mons were preached insisting that the kingdom of God on earth 
absolutely depends for its advancement on the adoption of the 
League Covenant. 

Now comes Mr. Austin Harris, an Englishman, if you 
please, and one of the world’s greatest economists, and deposes 
in a London paper that the treaty of peace is the most horribly 
destructive document imaginable. He demands a “real peace.” 
He says: “The treaty as it stands cuts all our throats. What 
the treaty does is to eviscerate, devitalize, remilitarize, dein- 
dustrialize Europe to the level of half-starved people anxious 
to seize one another by the throat.” 

These be hard words, my masters. If this Britisher is 
right, the treaty of peace is a “treaty of blood and taxes and 
revolution,” establishing conditions that must lead to world- 
bankruptcy and universal chaos. And this is the treaty ‘which 
our Itcformed preachers held up to their people as the embodi- 
ment of Christ’s law of brotherhood and good will! 

The merits of the treaty we shall leave to economists and 
statesmen. Our purpose is to point out the destructive char- 
acter of all preaching which deals with human measures and 
ordinances. Destructive, truly; for how much faith will the 
pew repose in the pulpit which has, as now seems certain, so 
completely erred in its espousal of the League Covenant and 
treaty provisions ? 

God be praised for every preacher who during these’ tur- _ 
bulent times has stuck to the preaching of the Gospel — those 
verities which never need revision, and which bring to the hearts 
of men the peace of God which passeth all understanding! 

G. 


A Statement by Secretary Lansing. — In an address 
delivered before the American Bar Association last fall, Sec- 
retary Lansing, now resigned, uttered words which in their 
sanity and common sense stand out in striking contrast to 
much of the vaporing about international brotherhood and the 
rule of righteousness with which American congregations have 
been treated during the past years. Secretary Lansing said that 


_ the world would never be free from the sinister influence of 


national avarice until the spirits of men were regenerated. He 
added : — 

“We must recognize the fact, unpalatable though it may be, 
that nations to-day are influenced more by selfishness than by 
an altruistic sentiment of justice. The time may come when 
the nations will change their present attitude through a realiza- 
tion that uniform justice in foreign as well as in domestic 
affairs is the highest type of expediency. But that time hag 
not yet come; and if we are wise, we shall not deceive ourselves 
by assuming that the policies of other Governments are founded 
on unselfishnes, or on a constant purpose to be just even though 
the consequences be contrary to their immediate interests.” 

This sentiment has the advantage of being grounded both 
in common sense and Scripture. Not government, but ‘the 
Church, is established to promote unselfishness and the spirit 
of brotherhood, and it does this by regenerating the spirits of 
men through the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Luther frequently 
stresses the thought that, while the Church is ruled by the Word 
of Christ, government deals with great unregenerate masses, 
and hence must rest satisfied to uphold order and public 
morality “by the sword.” It cannot make people righteous. 
Government has its hands full if it maintains peace, order, and 
security of living in its own boundaries and protects its subjects 
against enemies from without. As over against other govern- 
ments, each nation is guided by the principle of self-preservation 
and by self-interest. It is not the kingdom of God, nor a part 
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of it, nor an instrument of it. Government is a divine ordi- 
nance only inasmuch as it has the right to demand obedience, 
and to exercise the power that backs up its laws. Consciences 
are confused, the functions of Church and State disturbed to 
the detriment of both, and even the relations of nations to one 
another thrown out of gear, where the divinely ordered limita- 
tions of government are not recognized. There has been no age 
in which these principles so much needed to be stressed as in 
the present age. G. 

One More Belgian. — His name is Maceterlinck, Maurice 
Maeterlinck, and he is somewhere between St.Louis and the 
Coast now. In addition to so many after-effects of the late 
conflict, we are now having this run of Belgians. First there 
was Cardinal Mercier, in connection with whose visit the Roman 
Church contrived to make a very successful advertisement of 
her home-product in the line of church dignitaries. Even Prot- 
estants paid him homage, not as representative of the Belgian 
people, but as a churchman, as when a Presbyterian minister 
in Philadelphia addressed him: “Beloved Father in God, noble 
prince of the Church, I thank the God of Belgium and 
America,” ete. Next we had King Albert, who came to get 
acquainted with the dear American people, and succeeded in 
a Nevada town, where a local photographer, from behind the 
black-cloth of his camera on the station-platform, exclaimed: 
“Hey, there, mister, move closer to your wife!” And now we 
have Maeterlinck. 

Maeterlinck (pronounce Mah-) comes heralded as Poet and 
Philosopher. He is sometimes called a Mystic. In a Chicago 
Tribune book review of ten years ago he was called “not in- 
contestably sane.” This means that one is permitted at times 
to doubt his sanity. We suppose the reviewer had in mind such 
passages as these from a book of essays published in 1904: “The 
true life, the only life that leaves a trace behind, is made up 
of silence alone.” ‘As gold and silver are weighed in pure 
water (7), so does the soul test its weight in silence, and the 
words that we lect fall have no meaning apart from the silence 
that envelops them.” Deep, very deep? No, my child, this is 
simply highfaluting nonsense. “Not incontestably sane” comes 
close to the mark. 

But we are concerned with Maeterlinck the moralist. He 
is, to say it briefly, an exponent of the doctrine that there is 
no absolute standard of right and wrong. He says, in The 
Measure of the Hours: “We no longer allow the rights of any 
of our lower instincts to be contested. We know how to justify 
and to ennoble (!) them by attaching them to some great law 
of nature.” Here we have the conclusion of the school of 
philosophy represented by the late Prof. Henry James, the 
foundation of which is that truth is what we find expedient to 
believe, and the good, what is expedient to-do; there is no 
divine law of right and wrong. Need we be surprised that a 
representative of so pleasant a system of morals is hailed with 
delight by the ungodly of this and other lands? 

In an essay on “Our Social Duty” he writes: “For those 
who possess, there is only one certain duty, which is to strip 
themselves of what they have, so as to bring themselves into 
the condition of the mass that possess nothing.” Incontestably 


piffle, for he travels in a private car, and when in St. Louis,’ 


he stopped at the Statler, where “the mass that possess nothing” 
could not linger in the lobby for three minutes. 

In St. Louis, Maeterlinck plainly said that he was an ag- 
nostic, which means that according to his notion we know noth- 
ing about God and can know nothing. 

Is it not true that by fawning at the feet of this latest 
arrival from Belgium the society people of New York and 
St. Louis have given us their own measure? G. 
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Correspondence. 


THE FORTHCOMING POPULAR COMMENTARY 
OF THE BIBLE. 


II. What Will the Commentary Offer? 


The reason for attempting the publication of a commentary, 
and a Lutheran commentary, at this time, were set forth briefly 
in the last issue of the Lurneran Wityess. It is, however, of 
Just as much importance to know the scope of the work now in 
proness pe publication. What will it offer? How much will it 
include 


__ As ite title indicates, it will not be a comprehensive, scien- 
tific, or critical commentary in the sense in which these words 
are usually employed. Such commentaries, of course, have their 
decided value and are more or less extensively used by the 
specialists in the field of theology, by our professors and pastors. 
In the case of such commentaries, the discussion of the individ- 
ual chapters or sections is introduced by a technical investiga- 
tion of the various readings of the many manuscripts, especially 
of the Greek manuscripts of the New Testament. Only in very 
rare cases, indeed, does the variation in the manuscripts influ- 
ence the meaning of the passage in question, and in no case has 
a fundamental truth of the Bible been made doubtful on ac- 
count of such differences. But the specialist must be able to 
weigh the evidence for the correct reading of every passage, 
from all available manuscripts. Then, also, a scientific com- 
mentary will often devote much space to the discussion of the 
etymology, of the derivation of some Greck or Hebrew word. 
In this way the meaning of some words is made clear, and light 
thrown on many a difficult passage. The specialist must like- 
wise know in what meaning a certain word occurs in the Bible 
as well as in other documents, especially in such secular writ- 
ings as were made at about the same time that the books of the 
Bible were written. For the meaning of words changes in a 
living language in the course of time, there being, for instance, 
a great difference between the English language of Chaucer and 
even of Shakespeare and that of America to-day. A scientific 
critical commentary will, among other things, also offer a com- 
parison between the findings and opinions of the most successful 
and enlightened commentators of all times. For the gifts of 
God vary, also so far as Bible-explanation is concerned. One 
Commentator will be able to present the grammatical side of the | 
text most clearly, another will be able to bring forth the jewels 
of doctrine in the most convincing way, to a third is granted 
the gift of applying the truths of Scriptures for the edification 
of the Christians of our day and age. Few men are able to 
combine all these advantages in one commentary. 


The forthcoming commentary is to be a popular commen- 
tary; it will not include discussions on all the technical ques- 
tions mentioned above. Instead of that, it will bring only 
results, conclusions, on the basis of the soundest, believing, Bib- 
lical scholarship. A few critical commentaries are always in 
service, and, under circumstances, especially in difficult pas- 
sages, a great many Bible-explanations are consulted. But all 
this is done only in order that the Bible-text may stand out 
all the more conspicuously and clearly; for that, after all, is 
the purpose, to make the text of Scriptures plain to every reader. 


_ Therefore the commentary will include, not only the trans- 
lation, but also the explanation of the Bible-words. In very 
many cases one or more synonyms are given, since they serve 
to bring out even the slight shadings of meaning so essential 
under circumstances. The sentences are explained from the 
original text, as the best manuscripts offer it, and, in case two 
readings are equally well attested, they both receive considera- 
tion, in order that we may be sure to do justice to the words 
of the Lord. The construction of the sentence in the original 
language, so far as the relation of the various parts of the 
sentence 1s concerned, is also given due attention, so far as this 
1s necessary for a proper understanding of the text. That the 
message of God to men, as it appears on every page of the Bible, 
the doctrine of our salvation, will always stand in the fore- 
ground, goes without saying. 

But to facilitate understanding still more, the commentary 
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will include various other features. Thus the historical refer- 


* ences are explained, and, wherever profane history seoms re- 


liable, some facts have been chosen to illustrate the Bible-story, 
as in the case of the Herods and their family. The geographical 
references are compared with the reports of the excavations in 
Bible-lands, which invariably support the inspired writers, mak- 
ing it possible for every Bible-reader, with the aid of a fairly 
accurate map, to follow the sacred narrative. The archeological 
references are also explained, that is, the passages that refer to 
the manner of living, the social and religious customs, tools and 
instruments, vessels of every kind for sacred and domestic use. 
Whenever the proper understanding of the text demands it, 
objections on the part of modern unbelief will be taken up 
briefly. True science, of course, is never at variance with the 
Bible, but there are many half-baked scicntific theories exploited 
by the newspapers, and many an earnest Christian may have 
felt the temptation of doubt on account of their cocksure affr- 
mations. By including all these features, it is hoped that our 
Bible will be understood better, and thus loved and used more 
and more by all devout Christians. 


St. Louis, Mo. P. E. KrerzmMann. 


CHRISTMAS IN ALBERTA. 


No doubt, every pastor has had a busy and strenuous season 
during Christmas and other church festivals. Few, however, will 
equal the record of toil and travel recently told me by one of our 
missionaries in northern Alberta, Canada. I shall permit the 
missionary to tell his own story. Said he to me: “I had a won- 
derful Christmas, brother! I considered the unusually mild and 
pleasant weather a special Christmas-gift, because I had hoped, 
wished, and prayed for it. Without it my Christmas would have 
been an impossibility. I had the privilege of celebrating Christ- 
mas at seven different places. At six places we had a children’s 
program and a tree. At practically all places the service was 
bilingual. That all Christmas-services were well attended is, of 
course, understood. Christmas-services always are. How did 
I get around? To begin with: I went out twenty-five miles for 
the first service, on Christmas Eve. After the festivities I drove 
nine miles and turned in for the night. The next morning a 
trip of cighteen miles over a snow-drifted road brought me to 
the second place of worship. I was nearly two hours late, but 
the people waited patiently, and we had a pleasant Christmas. 
After that a ten-mile drive and I was at the third place, in time 
for the evening service. As at other places, so here the children 
and young people did much to bring the message of the day 
closer to the hearts of an appreciative audience. A few hours 
later the Canadian Pacific Midnight brought me to a fourth 
place, where we gathered for a festival the following evening. 
Nowhere and never did my eyes behold a more beautifully and 
elaborately decorated church than here, despite the fact that our 
people have as yet no church of their own. I did not hesitate 
to assure myself and them that this decoration was to them their 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. At 10 o’clock that night we 
launched on a sixteen-mile drive — under a wonderfully starlit 
heaven. We retired: at 3 a.M., the guests of a lone Lutheran. 
At a reasonably early time next morning we were off on another 
sixteen-mile trip to the fifth place of service. Because of a sick- 
ness in town we could not meet in church. However, the 
cheerful Christimas-spirit will out, even on the frozen plains of 
northern Alberta —we gathered in a farmhouse. At the close 
of the service 2 team was waiting, ready to take me to the sixth 
place, a matter of ten miles. Here a cosmoreligious audience 
had assembled, and I unreservedly assured them that Luke 2, 
10.11 was indeed meant for them also. From here I intended 
to go by rail to the seventh and last place, but, instead, was 
called to a deathbed, about sixty miles away, sixteen miles of 
which was made on the cutter. When I arrived, the brother 
had died. I tarried to conduct the funcral service. This called 
for an address and two sermons. By this time I was again near 
my starting-place and likewise near New Year. Hence we ar- 
ranged to have a New Year’s service before I left this com- 
munity. Is. 54,10! What a source of strength, sturdiness, and 
stability, especially in turbulent times such as these! Finally, 
on the 2d of January, after another ride of twenty-five miles, 
I was privileged to have a seventh and last Christmas-New Year 
service. To see the tears of joy on the faces of a family that 
had left the shores of Denmark but eight weeks before, fully 
rewarded me for my final effort. The next day, and the Grand 
Trank Pacific brought me safely and in good spirits back to 


‘home, sweet home,’ a lonely bachelor’s shack. Tired? In 
body, I dare say, a wee bit; in spirit, stronger than ever.” 

So far this brother’s story. Later he added that material 
evidences of appreciation had been more than ordinary. He had 
preached fifteen times during this period, traveled about 280 
miles, a good part of them on cutter or bob-sleigh. 

And now, good reader, add to this, first, the work and travel 
required to prepare six different programs at so many different 
places, secondly, his regular work, including instruction of three 
confirmation classes, and you will have a good idea of the 
manner in which our Canadian missionaries spend the month 
of December. ; Corr. 


CLEVELAND NUMBERETH HER PEOPLE. 


A relivious census is in full swing in Cleveland. The affair 
is part of the nation-wide religious survey undertaken by the 
Interchurch World Movement. Each family is to be indexed on 
a 5X8 card which contains 14 general questions, followed by 
detailed information concerning each member of the family 
from grandfather down to baby Carl. Each congregation is 
listed on 13 large cards, with closely printed questions and 
answers on both sides of the card. From these cards, the effi- 
ciency of each congregation is to be passed upon. And just what 
constitutes efficiency is in some cases ludicrous reading for 
a Lutheran. From the pile of cards before us we select the 
following examples: What movements are undertaken by the 
church for betterment of neighborhood life? Health? Housing? 
Clean streets? Public markets? Vice suppression? Law en- 
forcement? ete., etc. Another question is whether or not the 
church has a bulletin board in front of the building. Other tests 
of church efficiency are whether or not the congregation takes 
part in union evangelistic movements, interchurch picnics, 
union monthly community service, union thanksgiving-service, 
and whether it conducts classes in sewing, dietetics, folk- 
dancing, ete. The large card entitled “Religious Education” is 
what modern idiomatic English would term “a perfect scream.” 
One question on the card headed “Devotional Spirit of Relig- 
ious Service” reads: “How many letters has the pastor received 
during last year taking issue with what has been said in pulpit?” 
And another point of efficiency in a church-building seems to 
be an electric sign! 

No, this is not a satire. These are actual questions, taken 
from actual ecards furnished us by the local organization of the 
movement. We do not mean to ridicule the idea of taking a 
church census. The general idea is good. But the tests of an 
efficient church, as would seem to be indicated by the questions 
on the cards, are certainly curious. No doubt, many Lutheran 
congregations will be rated very low when they report that they 
are doing nothing to promote clean strects, better street-car 
service, inspection of factory sanitation, establishment of public 
market-houses, lower gas and electric rates. Tlie fact that there 
is-no large electric sign, with flasher device, will, no doubt, count 
against many of our church-buildings. And is a pastor to be 
judged by the number of letters received during the past year 
taking issue with the political opinions ventured by him from 
the pulpit, or the number of people who showed their disagree- 
ment by rising in the middle of the sermon, jamming on their 
hats, and leaving the building? And are classes in seminude 
folk-dancing supposed to promote one’s spiritual welfare? Soon 
we may expect to be questioned, and have our efficiency rated by, 
whether or not we have a jazz-saxophone sextet to furnish syn- 
copated uplift between the sermon and the announcements, and 
our pastors will be required to report what thcy have done to 
promote the cause of better ventilation for movie theaters and 
gas-masks for the patrons of the modern Sunday evening church 
forum. Truly, sectarianism is in a sad state. 

Cleveland, O. F. R. WEBBER. 


OUR FINANCES. 


The Visitors of the Central Illinois District of our Synod 
met recently in the study of their District President at Decatur 
to talk over informally the Synodical Budget for 1920, and 
asked the undersigned to communicate the results of their de- 
liberations to our two synodical organs. We feel that our 
finances ought not merely to be, but should actually, in practise, 
be made, a matter of common interest. True, our needs for the 
various synodical treasuries during the year 1920 were recently 
published by the General President (page 30 of current volume 
of Lurueran Wityess), but this is not enough, as our persistent 
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deficits go to show. We need to beware lest everybody's business 
becomes nobody’s business, or, at best, the business of thé faith- 
ful few. When one of our Districts reports that for a whole 
year thirty-one of its congregations furnished no funds what- 
ever for synodical purposes, and that the District, whether for 
this reason alone, or because other congregations fell short, fur- 
nished only one-third the amount which could reasonably have 
been expected of it, it is clear that the synodical budget is not 
given the attention it deserves. 

In discussing these matters, the Visitors of the Central 
Illinois District expressed their determination to make renewed 
efforts to raise more money for synodical purposes. While the 
District, as a whole, is contributing approximately what is asked 
of it, there are some congregations which can help to swell the 
totals by doing more than in the past. [Even before the General 
President’s budget was published, the Central Illinois Visitors 
prepared a budget of their own, which is to be submitted to the 
individual pastors and congregations, and will also be discussed 
in meetings which the individual Visitors hold with the repre- 
sentatives of the congregations of their circuit. It is self- 
evident that such a District budget must conform in a general 
way to the one that has been published for all. The budget 
for Central Illinois this year runs a little higher than the figures 
of our Gencral President. Even so the figures are looked upon 
as an irreducible minimum. There is no question that this 
system, if faithfully adhered to, will produce results, and grad- 
ually do away with such deficits as the one which we are accus- 
tomed to see in the Synodical Treasury. Would it not be a 
splendid achievement if by the time our Synod celebrates its 
seventy-fifth anniversary (in 1922) we had our finances in such 
a shape that we cannot only mect our obligations, but actually 
have a healthy surplus for the needed expansion of our work? 
It is the Lord’s work which we are doing; let it not be said 
that we do it slothfully. 

Petersburg, Ill. C. A. WEIss. 


AMERICANIZATION AND CHRISTIANIZATION. 


In the Witsess of January 20 Pastor Hohenstein tells us 
of an effort to commit the churches of Bloomington, IL., 
amongst other things, to an “Americanization-of-the-foreigner” 
program. The effort is not confined, of course, to that city; it 
is more or less nation-wide. Methinks the horned foot of the 
Y.M.C.A. is quite visible in all this. Ever since the days 
when the “Y” with the aid of war-time hysteria plotted to 
asphyxiate denominationalism and to catapult us all into a 
ready-made “American Church,” the Americanization idea is 
running strong in some channels. And they who once would 
fain have monopolized the Church’s time for the sale of Thrift 
Stamps and other national propaganda are now quite eager to 
keep the Church busy preaching, teaching, sounding, and pound- 
ing the principles of Americanism. 

Now, aside froin the fact that no one has as yet intelligently 
defined “Americanism,” we of the Lutheran Church must eim- 
phatically decline to assume any duties other than the duty of 
Christiamzation, which the Master has made our constant and 
perpetual obligation. And we maintain with firmest conviction 
that so long as we succeed in our churches and schools with our 
labors toward Christianization, we shall at the same time in- 
variably succeed in producing true-blue Americanism. The 
Lutheran quotes a writer in the Chrislian Work as follows: 
“The talk of ‘Americanization’ by the Church is sadly overdone 
to the minds of many of us. The object of the Church is 
Christianizatiov. But much of the talk of the Church’s Amcri- 
canizing work makes one feel as though the Church were acting 
drudge to the State.” And the Lutheran adds these words on 
its own account: “We can be sure of a man’s Amcricanism so 
soon as we know that he is a Christian. It is not vital that he 
should speak smooth English, however desirable that undoubtedly 
is; for in the Mississippi Basin dwell millions of the most 
thrifty and sturdy Americans we have, and a large portion of 
them speak a broken English.” 

We of the Missouri Synod have been unostentatiously at it 
these many years making high-calibered Americans out of the 
foreigners as well as the native-born (yea, and don’t forget the 
colored folk!) by our consistent Christianizing process. We 
stand on our record, and we defy any other organization to show 
a better one. And yet some of these Americanization fiends 
would rob us of the agency that was ever most instrumental in 
producing our enviable results — the parish-school! 

Troutville, Pa. THEO. GEsswEIN. 
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TRUE INWARDNESS OF THE INTERCHURCH MOVEMENT. 


The Interchurch Conferences were held in this city last 
week. All the ministers of the State have been invited and 
traveling expenses were guaranteed to those not in a position to 
defray them out of their own means. Of course, we Missouri 
Synod pastors disregarded the invitation. 

The conference unanimously adopted a set of resolutions, 
one article of which particularly shows that the entire movement 
1s conccived of and born out of indifference to God’s Word. The 
paragraph reads as follows: 

“It will be necessary for all churches to cooperate in some 
great movements in some great centers in which no one church 
ean mect the need. By this cooperation the churches will be- 
come so deeply interested in the task that will bring about a 
unity of spirit, and they will discover that the things that have 
impressed them as churches are not so essential as they had 
believed.” 

That ought to be clear enough for anybody to understand 
what this movement is aiming at. The differences, doctrinal 
and practical, now dividing the churches, are really unimpor- 
tant, not worth wasting any breath about. But in view of the 
prejudice that still exists it is hard to overcome the denom- 
inational spirit. Now let us get together and work together, 
just as if there were no differences in doctrine, and in time we 
will find that there never was any real difference, and we will 
be glad to unite into one great Protestant Church. 

This ought to open up the eyes of every one who still be- 
lieves in the verbal inspiration and the authority of the Bible 
in matters of faith and practise. God has clearly laid down for 
us rules to govern our conduct in matters pertaining to fellow- 
shiping those who have departed from the rule of His Word. 
“Avoid them,’ He says. The Interchurch Conference says: 
“Those differences do not amount to anything. Let’s work to- 
gether, and we will come to see that there never were any 
serious differences between us.” — “By their fruits ye shall 
know them.” 


Lincoln, Nebr. O. IF. Ence.sreourt, 


CHRIST CHURCH, DETROIT, MICH. 


On Sunday, February 22, tho Rev. O. C. Kreinheder was 
installed as pastor of Iroquois Avenue Christ Ev. Lutheran 
Church. Pastor Kreinheder, who is President of the english 
District, comes to Detroit from St. Paul, Minn., where he was 
pastor of the Church of the Redeemer for sixteen years. In 
Detroit he will be the successor of the Rev. J. Adam Detzer. 

Pastor Detzer was the first pastor of Christ Church, having 
come from Cleveland to take charge of this promising mission 
in 1911. From the very beginning Christ Church has had a 
remarkable growth, due partly to the fact that the church is 
located in one of Detroit’s best districts, but above all to the 
blessing which God placed upon the untiring and faithful labors 
of Pastor Detzer. 

Unfortunately, Pastor Detzer was not able to carry on very 
long this work with full strength and vigor. For more than 
four years his health has been failing, and ever since the in- 
sidious disease from which he is suffering made its appearance, 
he has been steadily growing worse in spite of all medical 
attention. For the last two years he has found it necessary to 
withdraw from the active work in his church, and for the last 
few months has been confined to his bed. 

In the fall of last year hoe resigned his pastorate. His 
resignation was accepted with great regret on the part of his 
congregation, and he was elected honorary pastor, and full pro- 
vision was made for his support. 

It is interesting to note that Pastor Kreinheder not only 
is succeeding Pastor Detzer in the pastorate of Christ Church, 
but also succeeded him in the pastorate of Redeemer Church, 
St. Paul, and in the presidency of the English District. 


TneEo. H. ScHROoEDEL. 


NEVADA LETTER. 


Church-work in Nevada is progressing quietly. During the 
past six months the Rev. K. H. Schaaf has been in Fallon as 
resident pastor and missionary for Northern Nevada. Among 
the places of which he has charge is Lovelocks, which is giving 
cause for much encouragement. Like Fallon, it is a fine agri- 
cultural community; but unlike Fallon, it is watered by a 
natural river, and dates its existence back to 1850 or thereabouts. 
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The Rev. W. E. Menzel, formerly resident pastor in Fallon, 
because of sickness and inability to longer serve the large ter- 
ritory under his care, has moved to Lassen County, and was 
installed as pastor for Honey Lake Valley and Susanville. This 
field, although geographically in California, is topographically 
and commercially a part of Nevada. The nucleus of our congre- 
gation here were members of Milwaukee congregations, coming 
here in the nineties of the last century. The children of these 
charter members now form the principal membership of the 
church. Pastor Menzel’s post-office address is Lassen, Cal. 

The service flag of Trinity Congregation, Gardnerville, was 
recently taken down with appropriate ceremonies. This was a 
noteworthy occasion because of the comparatively large number 
of boys from this congregation who served in the war. The flag 
showed no less than 26 stars, sixteen of which stood for members 
who had served abroad. Not onc of these was killed; all re- 
turned home safe and sound. Soli Deo gloria! 

St. Luke’s Congregation of Reno has recently been com- 
pelled, by reason of lack of houses and high rents, to dispense 
with rented parsonages and build one of its own. During an 
interim of five months the pastor and family lived in the churen- 
basement, the belfry serving as a bedroom. The new parsonage 
has been finished and was dedicated on Sunday evening, Jan- 
uary 28. It is built of cement blocks and shingles, and has five 
rooms down-stairs and four rooms up-stairs. The up-stairs is to 
be rented until the building is paid for. This rental, together 
with the money which the congregation has always paid out for 


- a rented parsonage during the past ten years, will pay the in- 


terest and the principal, God granting us His blessing. 
Corr. 


“WHERE THE MOUNTAINS MEET THE SEA.” 


“A mighty Fortress is our God,” sounded forth upon the 
quiet morning air from the steps of the new Lutheran Church 
at Santa Monica, Cal., November 30, dedication day. With 
prayer and all due ceremony the doors were then thrown open 
to the congregation and to the public. The Rev. Arth. E. Michel 
delivered the morning sermon, and the Rev. N. F. Jensen 
preached in the afternoon. The church was filled to capacity at 
both services, and the offerings amounted to $354.10. Trinity 
Choir of Los Angeles, the Lutheran Lyric Club Quartet, and 
some local talent supplied the music. 

The congregation at Santa Monica was organized in May, 
1914, by the Rev. Walter F. Troeger, who was sent by the 
California Mission Board to take up work in the Santa Monica 
Bay district, and is still serving in this field. In 1916 a corner 
lot, 100X150 feet, was purchased and paid for, but few dared 
to think immediately of building a church. What seemed im- 
possible with men, however, has easily been possible with God, 
who is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask 
or think. 

The new church, which is a little more than 4060 feet in 
size and will seat 350 people when all available space is used, 
cost $8,500, in addition to which $1,000 worth of furniture and 
fixtures were donated. There remains a debt of $3,000 on the 
church. But since ours is the only Lutheran church in this 
beach district outside of Los Angeles, and must serve a popula- 
tion of 25,000 people, including the National Soldiers’ Home 
at Sawtelle, as well as thousands of winter and summer tourists, 
we felt that a fairly representative church-building was nee- 
essary, and hope to be free of this comparatively small debt in 
a short time. 

Our next aim shall be to become independent of the Mission 
Board, when we hope to help others start as we have been helped. 
But above all, may the Lord grant us His Holy Spirit, the Spirit 
of faith and humility, that we may grow inwardly also, and not 
only in the eyes of the world. 

Santa Monica, Cal. W. FE. Ty 


CHURCH DEDICATION. 


January eleventh was a day of joy for Grace Church of 
Portland, Oreg. On this day its newly acquired house of wor- 
ship was dedicated to the services of the Triune God. Rev. Ebel- 
ing, of Portland, preached on Luke 19, 1—10, and Rev. Fedder, 
of Seattle, Wash., chose his text from 1 Cor. 8, 11. 

Grace Church has taken a step forward in the past year. 
In consequence the old quarters became too small, and since 
a more central location was also desired, the building committee 
urged the purchase of the Universalist church. It is a beautiful 


building on a prominent corner in one of the best sections of 
the central part of the city. The advantageous location has 
already proved a help to missionary efforts. 

The building has accommodations for all organizations of 
the church; six individual Sunday-school rooms, Sunday-school 
auditorium, lecture-room, choir-room, pastor’s study, a spacious 
dining-room and kitchen in basement. The auditorium proper 
has inclined floor-space, oak pews arranged in circular manner, 
and a ttvo-manual pipe organ is neatly placed in an alcove to 
the right of the pulpit. When the Sunday-school space is thrown 
open, the church will seat six hundred. 

It is God alone who has wonderfully blessed Grace Church. 
To Him be all the glory, and may Grace ever be grateful and 
remain true to the faith once delivered to the saints. 

Portland, Oreg. C. H. Bernuarp. 


MILWAUKEE NEWS. 


Noonday Lenten services will be held in the down-town 
section of Milwaukee during Holy Week. In the past two years 
these services have been very well attended. Two services will 
be held on Good Friday, because of the large attendance’ on 
that day. The service, which lasts thirty minutes, includes a 
fifteen-minute Gospel-sermon, a selection by a church choir, 
Scripture-lesson, prayer, and several Lenten hymns. While the 
majority of the people attending come from our local churches, 
yet many “backsliders” and strangers find their way to these 
services. Various Lutheran tracts are distributed each day. 
The expenses are defrayed by a free-will offering taken at 
the door. 

Missionary George Kuechle, who is here from India on a 
furlough, is sojourning in Milwaukee and has given a number 
of lectures in the local churches. He reports that in India “the 
harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few.” Our Lutheran 
Church must send more missionaries to India as soon as 
possible. We dare not neglect the heathen in India, who, like 
the “man from Macedonia,” are calling, “Come over and 
help us.” 

Several changes have taken place in Milwaukee. Rev. F. 
I*. Selle has become the pastor of Emmaus Church, and Rev. Th. 
Kissling has accepted a call to Shawano, Wis. 

The sudden death of Prof J. Schaller on February 7 means 
a great loss to the Lutheran Church and especially to the Wis- 
consin Synod. Prof. Schaller was president of the Lutheran 
Seminary at Wauwatosa, near Milwaukee. Frank LUuLEY. 


THE SCHOOL WINNING OUT. 


After reading and hearing so much about the dangers 
threatening our schools from adverse legislation and other out- 
side interference, it might be interesting and refreshing to read 
something favorable. 

About two years ago Immanuel Congregation of Wentz- 
ville, Mo., introduced English preaching for the evening service 
and an English adult Bible Class, not as a war measure, but 
because the welfare of our congregation called for it. In refer- 
ence to our school, which is still being conducted by the pastor, 
the congregation adopted the policy of “come and see,” giving 
our work the fullest publicity, at the same time working to 
make our school efficient. This year the congregation has added 
an English class in religion, made the study of German optional, 
and introduced the State Course of Study for the upper classes. 
By the grace of God our school has not only been permitted to 
give our children a Christian training, but has successfully com- 
peted with the public school, which employs three teachers, both 
schools enrolling about an equal number of children. Im the 
future we will not only be privileged to give our children all 
the religious training we care to give them, either in German or 
in English, but our pupils will be admitted to the public exam- 
inations in our school, under our direction, so that in their 
secular learning they will be on the same footing with the chil- 
dren of the public schools. At the next meeting Immanuel’s 
will consider the calling of a teacher. 

Wentzville, Mo. H. D. Mensixc. 


A LUTHERAN FAR AWAY FROM HIS CHURCH. 


A former member of one of our Lutheran churches in 
St. Louis has moved to a section in the southeast of our country 
where there is no church of ours. He has not on this account 
severed his connection with his old church to join some church 


‘of his neighborhood, but he instructs and feeds himself and 
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his family by reading the Bible, Lutheran books of sermons or 
devotion, and the Lurureran Witvess. Regularly he sends in 
his checks for church-work, and never fails to express his appre- 
ciation of his church-paper. In his last letter he writes: “In- 
closed find our check for twenty dollars to be used for church- 
work where you think it is most needed. We get the LUTHERAN 
WItNEss, and are always glad to see it come.” 

We ought not to lose sight of those of our people who move 
to great distances from their church. Let us follow them with 
our prayers and with our literature, especially with our er 


paper. 








Obituary. 





Pastor H. H. Succop. 


By the death of the Rev. H.H.Succop, D.D., our Synod 
lost another of the eminent “watchmen of the Church’s youth.” 
On December 24, 1919, at the age of 74 years, 5 months, and 
11 days, after fifty years of service in the Vineyard, he quietly 
fell asleep. He was born on July 13, 1845, at Pittsburgh, Pa. 
After his confirmation he entered Concordia College, Fort 
Wayne, Ind., and six years later Concordia Theological Sem- 
inary, St. Louis, Mo. His first pastorate was at Wallace, On- 
tario, where he served from 1869 to 1872. His second was at 
Sebringville, Ontario. In 1875 he accepted a call to St. John’s 
Church, Chicago, Ill., where he remained forty-four years. He 
was a true minister, that is, a servant of his Church. In public 
and private ministration his one object was to save souls and 
keep them with Christ. Being endowed with unusual gifts, it 
was quite natural that he was called upon for service in wider 
circles. In his Synodical District he served as Visitor and as 
President, and in the General Body he held important positions 
on various Boards. 

In Pastor Succop there was an unusual combination of 
ability, simplicity, and humility. He was by no means a bril- 
liant orator; nevertheless, he was a remarkably eloquent and 
effective speaker. He possessed the rare faculty of digging pro- 
found truths out of his text, and then presenting them to his 
hearers in such extraordinarily simple language that a child 
could readily follow him. An experienced preacher once re- 
marked: “Is it not surprising how Pastor Succop finds unex- 
pected thoughts in his text? And when you hear them, you 
involuntarily ask, ‘Why did I not think of that? ” 

This faculty of offering substantial thought in simple lan- 
guage enabled him to hold the attention of his hearers from 
beginning to end. At synodical meetings and at conferences 
(and he rarely missed them) he spoke frequently and freely. 
Often he would begin with a little story, generally humorous, 
and then make the application. On one occasion he desired 
to encourage the farmers in liberal giving. He began about 
as follows: “When I went to college, we had to translate Latin 
sentences, and one of these I never forgot: ‘Agricola habet 
pecuniam,’ that is, ‘The farmer has money.’?” By that little 
device he at once gained the attention and the good will of his 
hearers. Delegates wanted to hear him, and some were heard 
to say, “Let us sit near Pastor Succop so that we may hear 
him speak.” 

Pastor Succop was a most unassuming man. The members 
of his church approached him with the utmost confidence. On 
account of his evident sincerity, his clear judgment, his ready 
willingness to help, he enjoyed not only the highest esteem of 
all who knew him, but also the warmest affection of his congre- 
gation. His liberality was boundless. A physician of the 
Roman Church told the writer of an instanee when he took 
his overcoat off his back and forced a poor man to accept it. 

In all forms of mission-work he took an active interest. 
During his pastorate several daughter congregations were or- 
ganized and given very substantial financial assistance. He had 
@ warm spot in his heart for our English work. Christ Church 
remembers with much gratitude the help received from him and 
St. John’s Church in the early critical days. He often gave the 
writer names of prospective mission-material and personally 
brought catechumens who could not follow the instructions ‘in 
the German language. ; 

He is now at rest, but the influence which he exerted will 
live after him. His loss is mourned by his widow, by the present 
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pastor, who for more than twenty years was his associate, by 
St. John’s Church, by the local ministry, and the Synod at 
large. He is a splendid example of a man who gave up all 
for Christ, and gladly consumed himself in His service. “The 
memory of the just is blessed.” 


Chicago, III. Ei. F. Harrtet. 


Pastor H. T. Kilian. s 


Rev. H. T. Kilian, son of Rev. John Kilian, founder of the 
Wendish colony at Serbin, Tex., was born December 26, 1859, 
at Serbin Tex. After graduating from the parochial school, he 
entered our college at Fort Wayne in 1874 and the St. Louis 
Seminary in 1880. After graduation in 1883 he was called by 
the congregation in Serbin to assist his aged father, by whom 
he was ordained, July 22, 1888. After the death of his father, 
Rev. H. T. Kilian became the pastor of the congregation and 
for thirty-seven years labored in the vineyard of the Lord at 
Serbin. All of these years he preached in the Wendish and 
German and lately also in the English language. 

Pastor Kilian was married to Miss Maria Moerbe, March 9, 
1886. This union was blessed with four children, one of whom, 
a son, died in infaney. On Sunday, January 18, 1920, while in 
the pulpit, he fainted, but his condition was not considered 
serious, although Pastor Kilian repeatedly remarked that he 
would not recover. January 21 our Savior called him home at 
the age of 60 years and 26 days. He is survived by his widow, 
a son, Rev. Theo. Kilian, two daughters, Lydia, wife of Rev. A. 
E. Moebus, and Hermine, wife of Teacher Paul Zieschang, a 
sister, and one brother. 

The funeral services were held Sunday, January 25. Pastor 
R. Osthoff officiated at the house. In the church Rev. G. Buch- 
schacher preached in the German and the undersigned in the 
Isnglish language. Pastor Studtmann spoke in behalf of Synod, 
and Rev. K. G. Manz officiated at the grave. 

With the passing of Rev. Kilian the Wendish language 
probably will cease to be heard from the pulpit of a Missouri 
Lutheran church. In the upbuilding of our Texas District the 
departed always took a prominent part. Our parochial schools 
have lost a warm friend and staunch supporter in Pastor Kilian. 
May it please our heavenly Father ever to give our dear Lu- 
theran Church servants who work in the vineyard of the Master 
as faithfully as H. T. Kilian! 


Giddings, Tex. G. W. FIsower. 








Lutheran Daymen’s League. 





(Eptrortat Nore. — By arrangement with the L. L. L. Campaign 
Committee, this column is supplied by Rev. R. Jesse as Special Cam- 
paign Correspondent. ) | 


Rally Day. 


The second Sunday after Easter, April 18, has been set 
aside as L. L. L. Rally Day. What are the purposes of this day? 
The great and outstanding purpose is to finish the work in 
hand. None are ignorant of it. In June the Delegate Synod 
meets in Detroit. Then and there a $3,000,000 Endowment 
Fund is to be presented to the General Body. But it is not yet 
a $3,000,000 Fund. As yet it is not even a $2,000,000 Fund. 
Why not? Although some congregations have reached and 
others have largely oversubscribed their quota; although one 
entire Synodical District has oversubscribed its alotted amount, 
—what of others? That only one Synodical District has 
reached its quota means that congregations numbering upward 
into the thousands have not yet reached it; that some have done 
nothing at all as yet. Many of these undoubtedly mean to do 
something; others mean to reach their quota. But time is 
fleeting. What is to be done must be done soon. 

Rally Day stands for an appeal to all alike. Has YOUR 
congregation not cooperated yet? NOW is the time! Is YOUR 
congregation on the list of the undersubscribed? NOW is the 
time for another effort! Has YOUR congregation oversub- 
scribed? The appeal is made to your generosity to come to the 
aid, by united effort or through willing and able individuals of 
weaker sister congregations and missions that cannot possibly 
reach their goal. 

Lhe work must not end in failure in any sense of the word. 


Our leaders have spent their time, money, convenience, and hard 
labor on it; thousands of brethren and sisters have lent their 
aid by prayer and liberality; one entire District has worked 
heroically to oversubscribe its quota. ‘These all expect us to 
lend our aid to ward off discouraging failure in the end. Let 
individuals and congregations bend to the task! One more 
effort, and may it place the crown of success on the undertaking! 

Rally Day also stands for an appeal to thousands of L. L. L. 
members to renew their membership. They have all received a 
synopsis of the L. L. L. minutes setting forth the activities and 
achievements of 1919. What satisfaction it gave them to count 
themselves of a body so largely blessed of God in the work it 
wrought! Can they afford to lose the happy consciousness of 
membership at the very time when the L. L. L. looks forward to 
the happy day at Detroit on which the Endowment Fund is to 
be presented to Synod? None will wish to lapse now. There- 
fore NOW is the time to re-enroll members, to renew sub- 
scriptions. Now is the time to solicit memberships that others 
may enjoy with us the distinction and happiness which member- 
ship carries with it always, but especially at this time. 


Important L. L. L. Resolutions. 


When the Directors of the L.L. L. met on November 6, 
1919, measures were adopted to bring the Endowment Fund 
drive to a successful close. In order to give the final efforts 
added impetus, however, a meeting of the L. L. L. Campaign 
Executive Committee and the L. L. L. Executive Committee on 
February 6, 1920, unanimously adopted the following resolu- 
tions, which are to be put into effect at once: — 


Whereas, It is evident that another strong and concerted 


effort must be made in order to complete the $3,000,000 Perma- 
nent Endowment Fund; and 

WuHereas, The loyalty of the laymen of our beloved 
Synod demands that the goal they have set for themselves be 
reached; and ? 

Wuenreas, It must be our aim to have all Districts and 
congregations attain their quotas; and 

Wuereas, In order to reach our goal, all those who have 
attained their quota should be urged to oversubscribe, so as to 
come to the aid of the weaker ones, who are unable to do so; 

Therefore Be It Resolved: 

First: That we set a day on which to make a concentrated 
and united effort throughout the realm of our Synod to complete 
the $3,000,000 Permanent Endowment Fund. 

Secondly: That this day be April 18, 1920, the second Sun- 
day after [aster. 

Thirdly: That our drganized forces be called upon to try 
to induce congregations that have not yet participated in the 
work to conduct a campaign with a view of finishing by that 
date; that they appeal to those congregations which have par- 
ticipated to make another strong effort; that they prevail upon 
those who are already L. L. L. members to again make a con- 
tribution which will renew their membership; and that they 
induce others to become members; 

Fourthly: That the manner and minor detail of carrying 
out this work be left to the good judgment and discretion of the 
individual Laymen Leader. 


Preliminary Announcements. 


The next issue of the Witness will bring an interesting 
official announcement and an equally interesting news item. 
The official announcement will be that of the first general mect- 
ing of the L. L.L., which is to be held before the sessions of 
the Delegate Synod. The news item will be a carefully com- 
piled statement of sum-total receipts according to the Districts 
credited with them. The announcement will be of special in- 
terest to the thousands of L.L.L. members. The news item 
showing what each District has done will be of equal interest to 
us all. Watch the next issue! 


Two Annual Contributors. 


The following letter is interesting because it comes from 
- friends who, so far from objecting to give again, have made it 
their rule to give annually. The letter was written when they 
forwarded their third contribution of the same amount over and 
above an even larger contribution made at the time of the drive 
in 1919. The lines run thus: — 


re 
THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. AT 


“Enclosed please find draft for $125, which is our annual 
contribution for the L. L. L. 
“May God’s blessings rest upon it! Our sincerest wishes 
accompany it. May it help to brighten the declining days of 
those who have spent their strength working in the vineyard of 
the Lord! | 

“We are anxiously watching the barometer, and hope the 
mercury will reach the $3,000,000 mark in due time.” 

The letter is a splendid appeal to the generosity of friends 
who have contributed, but who may both have ability and ex- 
perience inclination to help in these days of the renewed and 
redoubled effort to put the Fund “over the top.” 


Membership in the L. L. L. 


Article III of the L. L. L. constitution reads thus: — 


“All adult members of congregations affiliated with the 
Synod are eligible to membership. Membership dues are di- 
vided into: 


“Regular Membership ..........-...-. $6.00 to $24.00 
“Contributing Membership ..........ee.seeee. 25.00 
“Sustaining Membership ............ceeecee 50.00 
. “Patrons’ Membership ............-.- $100.00 or more 


“These dues are payable annually on or before July 1st of 
each year. Hach member shall be entitled to one vote.” 





New Publications. 


How Often Should a Christian Receive Holy Communion? By 
M.S. Sommer. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 
1920. 20 pages, 4446. Price, 10 cts., postpaid. 


This souvenir for catechumens has been written to supply the 
demand for a booklet of suitable contents, dignified make-up, and 
convenient price for a vade-mecum of the newly confirmed. Rev. 
Sommer, who was instructed to prepare this booklet, has written 
out of the fulness of a long pastorate, and in simple, yet beautiful 
language sets forth the various motives for a frequent and regular 
use of the Lord’s Supper. 

The publishers point out the fact that the treatise is equally 
useful to those confirmed long ago. It occurs to us that no better 
reading can be placed into the hands of those who are in the habit 
of coming once a year to the Lord’s table, and once only. One con- 
gregation has had a special edition printed in ‘cheaper form to be 
sent out with the pastor’s Lenten letter. 

The booklet is printed from fine new type on paper of good 
quality, and is tastily bound. G. 


The Religion of the Lodge. By O.C.Kreinheder. Concordia Pub- 


lishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, 5 cts. per copy; $3.50 
per hundred. 


Many a publication has our Church issued against the lodge, 
and the end is not yet, — here is another. We are glad to note this 
multiplication of antilodge testimony. Those who are tempted ought 
to note that not their pastor only or a single writer, but that many, 
in fact, that all of us in the Lutheran Church, are opposed to this 
evil. Every gun we have must be trained upon the walls of this 
fortress of the devil, and we dare never cease firing as long as the 
rumparts are still standing. 

From the beginning Pastor Kreinheder strikes the right note. 
He states in his introduction: “I desire it to be clearly understood 
at the outset that in discussing the lodge-question to-night we are 
discussing the institution as such, not those who are members of 
this or that particular organization; that we are discussing the 
principles on which these organizations are founded, not the people 
who compose them.” 

That is true; it is not hatred of the members of these lodges 
which moves us to speak; it is love, intense love, for the precious 
souls that Jesus died to save, and that Satan is endeavoring to en- 


tangle in his meshes, which moves us to raise our voice against the - 


lodge. It will not do to be silent upon this question of the lodge. 
We must continue to testify against it, and this pamphlet will aid 
those who must take up the contest. S. 


Science for the Grades. By Albert H. Miller. Miller Publish- 
ing Co., 511 Bonnie Brae, Oak Park, Ul. 148 pages, 547%. 
Cloth. Price, 75 cts. © 


Prof. Miller of our River Forest Normal School has written 
a guide to experiments in chemistry and physics which is well worth 
the attention of all our schoolteachers. It is entitled Science for 
the Grades, and contains directions for 118 experiments. The author 
has succeeded in compressing much valuable information regarding 
the elements of these sciences into the narrow limits of his task. 
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Our boys especially will find fascinating employment in the experi- 
ments for which directions are found in this book, as these are 
simple enough to be understood even where there is no teacher to 
explain them. ‘The book contains a large number of illustrations 
that accompany the text. Some of the subjects treated are: Air, 
Water, Acids, Center of Gravity, Source of Heat, The Pump, The 
Barometer, Magnetism, Electricity, Electromagnets. About one-third 
of the book is given to plant life, with practical experiments on seeds, 
buds, leaves, flowers, etc. G. 


Agnus Dei. The Lamb of God. A sacred cantata. Concordia Pub- 
lishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, $1.00; to choirs buying 
16 or more copies at one time, 75 cts. each. This latter price 
is also charged choirmasters or organists for single copies. 


This is another new cantata like that one published a few months 
ago, Unto Us. It is not quite as long as Unto Us, requiring barely 
forty minutes for rendition. The words have been selected by Dr. P. 
EK. Kretzmann, and the music has been supplied by Prof. G. C. A. 
Kaeppel. The best Lenten hymns have been chosen, and the music 
is strictly in harmony with the solemn subject. 

Choirmasters and organists ought to send for a copy at once. 
The publishers offer to send one upon approval. An ambitious leader 
may arouse enthusiasm by having his choir render all or the larger 
part of such a cantata. The man who never enters upon a larger 
work will never have the opportunity to discover the abilities that 
may lie dormant in himself and in his choir. 

During the Reformation the singing of the Lutherans won many 
for the old faith. Jesus Himself together with His disciples sang 
hymns. We are pleased to note that our Publishing House is not 
neglecting this sphere of our religious activity. Lutherans are not 
ashamed of the Gospel of Christ; they need not be ashamed of the 
poetry in which Luther, Paul Gerhardt, and others have clothed it, 
and they certainly have no reason to be ashamed of the exquisite 
music to which it is set in these fine publications which are now 
issuing from our presses. 


Augustana-Synodens Referat 1919. Augustana Book Concern’s 
Tryckeri, Rock Island, Ill. 1920. 346 pages, 6x9. 

This report of the Swedish Synod’s Sixtieth Convention con- 
tains complete reports of the institutions and missions of the Augus- 
tana Synod, its publication work and finances, and its present nu- 
merical status. It contains a complete report on the National Lu- 
theran Council, and a resolution appointing representatives in that 
body. The statistical data are, as usual, very full and detailed. G. 


The following publications have been received: — 


Northern Edition of Octavo Music. No.16. WN. Tjernagel, Story 
City, lowa. Three Hymns: Thy Will be Done, Rock of Ages, 
and O Sacred Head. English and Norwegian words. Price, 
10 cts. — No. 31. Tjernagel. The Guiding Star. English and 
Norwegian. Price, 12 cts.—No.51. Tjernagel. The King of 
Love. Price, 12 cts. 


Compositions for Choirs, Sacred and Secular. By A. lL. Wendt. 
Three Passion Songs (German and English) for mixed voices, 
by Abt, Schubert, and Wendt. Price, each 20 cts.; $1.75 per 
dozen. Published by A. L. Wendt, 420 S. Fourth Ave., Wau- 
sau, Wis. 


Ostern, Ostern, Fruehlingswehen. Easter, Easter, Time of Joy. 
Festgesang fuer gemischten Chor mit Orgelobligato. Kom- 
poniert von B. F. Laukandt, New Ulm, Minn. Price, 15 cts. 


Geistliche Gesaenge, komponiert von Walter Sassmunnshausen. 
Der Herr ist auferstanden. The Lord Is Risen. Ostergesang 
fuer gemischten Chor, Duett und Orgel. Price, 15 cts. Post- 
age extra. Published by Walter Sassmannshausen, 2061 
N. Kedzie Ave., Chicago, [1]. ; 








Miscellaneous. 


Installations. 


Installed under authorization of the respective District 
Presidents: — 

On December 10, 1919: The Rev. B. Schtwanfelder in the con- 

gregation at Town Lowell (Fisher), Minn., by Pastor Th. E. Dorpat. 

On 2d Sunday after Epiphany, 1920: The fev. A. Halboth in 

the congregation at New Holstein and, in the afternoon, in the con- 

gregation at Chilton, Wis., by Pastor J. W. Halboth.— The Rev. 

C. J. Werberig in St. John’s Church as pastor of the congregations 
St. John and Bethel, Catawba County, N.C., by Prof. C.O. Smith. 

On Sunday Septuagesima: The Rev. J. A. Duerr in St. Matthew’s 

Church, Sherrills Mound, Iowa, by Pastor M. Russert. — The Rev. 


E. Husmann in the congregation at Havillah, Wash., by Pastor J. A. 
Duchow. 


On Sunday Sexagesima: The Rev. P. J. Strege in Immanuel 
Church, Ludell, Kans., by Pastor O. H. Mocllmer.—The Rev. E. 
Steyer in St. James’s Church, Lexington, Tex., by Pastor P. Braner. 


Installed as teacher: — 


On 20th Sunday after Trinity, 1919: Teacher K. F. Roemer as 
teacher of the upper grades of the school of Immanuel Church, 
Dundee, I1]., by Pastor P. Docderlein. 


Teachers’ Conferences. 


The Teachers’ Conference of Eastern Kansas and Western Mis- 
souri will meet, D.v., March 29 to 31 in Atchison, Kans. Papers by 
the following teachers: J. Grundmann: Socialized Recitation; Wm. 
Steinkamp: Herbartian Five Steps; J. G. O. Sebald: Motivation of 
School-work; Miss Wunderlich: Catechization (Qu. 1—6); Meyer: 
Bible History (Man in Paradise); Miss Schaefer: A Lesson in 
Drawing; Hillmann: Practical Work (optional); Hillmann: Oral 
and Written Isnglish; Meyer: The Teacher’s Reading-course; Miss 
Wikelski: Course of First Three Years in Arithmetic. Please in- 
form Teacher Grundmann whether you will be present or not. 

THEO. HILLMANN, Secy. 


The Northern Nebraska Teachers’ Conference will meet, D. v., 


- in Bloomfield, Nebr., March 30 and 31. Teacher Kamprath requests 


early announcements. TneEo. Scusupt, Secy. 


The Teachers’ Conference of the Oregon and Washington District 
will meet, D.v., April 6 (noon) to 9 at Snohomish, Wash. Members 
are requested to notify Teacher Kosche of their intended presence. 

ARTH. BUESCHER, Secy. 





Report of the Survey Committee. 


In making the following recommendations, your Survey Com- 
mittee must needs acknowledge every reason to thank God for the 
rich blessings He has showered upon our Church through our insti- 
tutions of higher learning. Our faithful professors have always 
striven to educate not only thoroughly informed, but also truly 


- Christian pastors and teachers, and the blessed results will not be 


fully revealed until Judgment Day. 

Nevertheless, your Committee has become convinced, through its 
personal survey and the many communications received, that the 
times demand improvements in our schools to enable our pastors 
and teachers to meet the increased requirements. To this end your 
Committee presents to the Venerable Synod the following recommen- 
dations: — 

A. Colleges. 


1. That the entrance requirements be the eighth grade. 

Note. — Deficients must make up in a parochial school or in 
a preparatory class taught by an experienced teacher. 

2. That a “four-year Classical High School Course” and a “two- 
year Classical College Course” be offered. 

Note. — A full schedule is to be worked out by a committee of 
members of our college faculties, our St. Louis faculty, and members 
of the Survey Committee. Regard will be had to the demands of 
various States for accrediting. 

3. That Synod vote funds for the needed laboratories, kineto- 
scopes, etc. 

4. That our colleges be made uniform as far as possible in matter 
and manner of teaching; that the schedule be strictly observed; 
that the professors cooperate harmoniously; that there be more 
readmg in the ancient languages and more speaking and writing in 
the modern languages. 

5. That only graduates of the Sophomore Class — Prima — may 
enter the Seminary at St. Louis. 

6. That no new building be erected at Concordia, Mo. 


B. Normal Schools. 


1. That the entrance requirements be as under A, 1. 
2. That a Summer School and a Correspondence School be con- 


ducted. 
C. The St. Louis Seminary. 


1. That a fourth year — elective — be added. 

2. That the classes be divided and four professors added for, say, 
Dogmatics, Exegesis, Catechetics, and Homiletics. 

3. That a Dean and a Librarian be added. 

4. That the faculty conduct a Correspondence School as soon as 
possible. 

5. That practical matters be given more attention both in the 
“Pastorale” and in a special Lecture Course. 

6. That there be more supervised collateral reading. 

7. That the students be given practical manuals to avoid time- 
wasting dictations. 

8. i ae nena = is to do independent work. 

9. at outside work be forbidden, and really indigen 
be given ate pe supper ‘ , J Gah avaeetths 

10. a e institution be moved to a guitabl i i 
“Greater St. Louis.” 4 SOOKE f 


i 
Ban nw th, 
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D. The Springfield Seminary. 


That the entrance requirements be as under A,1; that a year 
and a professor be added to the Proseminary; that for the present 
the Seminary remain as now constituted. a 

NoTE. — All preparatory classes and assistant teachers are dis- 
continued. 

E. Miscellaneous. . \ 


1. That the professors increase the zeal of students by ever hold- 
ing up to them the glorious goal of their various studies. 

2. That the professors give special help to their students, espe- 
cially in the lower classes, to solve their problems and study to the 
best advantage. 

3. That the usual degrees be given. ; 

4. That the literary societies be fostered by the faculties. 

5. That all our institutions give the needed instruction and prac- 
tise in voice-building. : ; —_ 

6. That systematic physical training be introduced in all insti- 
tutions. 

Note. — The military training must be independent of the Gov- 
ernment. 

7. That the personal Christianity of the students be fostered in 
every way possible, since the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom. 

Notre. — The teacher of religion is to lead the students in sys- 
tematic daily Bible-reading for their private devotions, and to urge 
daily private prayer. The daily chapel exercises are to be truly de- 
votional and not dry forms. There is to be a rich variety in the 
prayers, hymns, and Scripture-lessons; the church-year and special 
events in Church and State ought to find due recognition. 

Also, in the study of the classics, attention should always be 
called to the world of difference between paganism and Christianity. 

8. That the proper officials visit our schools most diligently, and 
that the members of the faculty visit the lectures of their colleagues 
for comparing notes, so that, e. g., the many grammars may be taught 
cooperatively to avoid useless repetitions. 

9. That a Ladies’ Seminary be built for teachers, helpers in mis- 
sion-work at home and abroad, and also for general higher education. 

10. That all new institutions be built according to unit plans. 


EF. Libraries. 


1. That the students have access to the faculty libraries. 
2. That the libraries be increased and made more available for 
pastors and teachers at a distance. 


G. Stipends for Special Studies. 


That Synod hail Pastor F. Koenig’s proposal as showing a prac- 
tical interest in educational affairs, but that the funds be used as 
stipends for special studies in the places preferred by the professors. 


Thanking the President, faculties, conferences, delegations, and 
individuals for their suggestions, and wishing Synod God’s blessing 
on the consideration of our institutions, we remain, 

Yours very respectfully, 
THE SURVEY COMMITTEE: 
P. ROESENER, Ohairman. 
I’. TRESSELT. 
W. DALLMANN. 
C. F. Brom Men. 
O. L. HOHENSTEIN, Secretary. 





An Offer to Ladies of Our Synod Who Wish to Become 
Nurses. 


Our Lutheran Hospital at St. Louis is contemplating to build 
in the future. So far we have had a sufficient number of applicants 
for our Nurses’ Training-school, taking them from all Protestant 
denominations. This is a Lutheran institution, however, and be 
longs to the Lutheran people. But as the State requirements de- 
mand that all nurses must have a high-school education, this matter 
has been thought over carefully, and, with the approval of the Hos- 
pital Board, we have made arrangements to give a Special or Night 
Course to help every applicant who has had a limited education. 
The course is to be given during the probation period. All those 
who are interested may obtain further information from the Super- 
intendent of Nurses. , LOUISE AMENT, Supt. 








Treasurers’ Reports. 


ENGLISH DISTRICT. 
Mtssion. — Congregations: Our Redeemer, Freeport, IIl., $44.87 ; 
Trinity, East St. Louis, 8.25; Our Savior, Baltimore, 80.20; Christ, 
Chicago, 45.14; Holy Trinity, New York, 75.40. Sunday-schools: 
Our Redeemer, Fort Wayne, 88.37; Grace, St. Louis, 20.00. — Total, 
$362.23. 
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Synodical Treasury. — Congregations: Our Redeemer, Freeport, 
I}l., $45.57; Grace, Jersey City, N.J., 48.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 
6.19; Our Savior, Baltimore, 34.22; Holy Trinity, New York, 25.00. 
— Total, $158.98. 

Synodical Building Fund.—Trinity Church, East St. Leuis, $4.13. 

Church Extension f'und, — Congregations: Our Redeemer, Free- 
port, Ill., $45.63; Grace, Jersey City, N.J., 12.00; Our Savior, Balti- 
more, 19,12. — Total, $76.75. 

American Lutheran Publicity Bureau, New York, N. Y.— Holy 
Trinity Church, New York, $10.00. 

Board of Support, — Congregations: Our Redeemer, Freeport, III., 
$15.41; Trinity, Kast St. Louis, 2.89; Holy Trinity, New York, 15.00; 
Holy Communion, Harrisburg, Pa., 5.00. N. N., through Rev. M. Som- 
mer, St. Louis, 10.00. — Total, $48.30. 

Mission in South America. — Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Church of the Holy Communion, Harrisburg, Pa., $3.00. N.N., through 
Rev. M. Sommer, St. Louis, 5.00. — Total, $8.00. 

Mission in China. —O. H. Dreyer, through Rev. F. Dreyer, De- 
troit, $25.00. N. N., through Rev. M. Sommer, St. Louis, 5.00. — 
TJ'otal, $30.00. ; 

Deaf-mute Mission. — Sunday-school, Holy Cross Church, Chi- 
cago, $7.00. : 

Goneral Home Mission. — Holy Trinity Church, New York, $10.00. 

Afission in India. —O. H. Dreyer, through Rev. F. Dreyer, De 
troit, $25.00. 

Indigent Students. — Congregations: Trinity, East St. Louis, 
$2.06; Christ, Chicago, 10.00. — Total, $12.06. 

Ministerial Education Fund. — Christ Church, Chicago, $10.00. 

Negro Mission. — Trinity Church, East St. Louis, $1.24. O. H. 
Dreyer, through Rey. F. Dreyer, Detroit, 50.00. — Total, $51.24. 

Relief Fund. — Grace Church, Jersey City, N. J., $12.00. 

City Mission Social Worker, St. Louis, 3f0.— Ladies’ Aid So- 
cieties: Grace, St. Louis, $3.00; Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 4.00. 
Sunday-school, Grace Church, St. Louis, 4.00. — J’otal, $11.00. 

Lutheran Orphan Home Ladies’ Aid Society, Des Peres, Mo. — 
Ladies’ ‘Aid Society, Church of Our Redeemer, St. Louis, $106.55. 

Concordia Orphan Home, Sfarwood, Pa.—Church of the Holy 
Communion, Harrisburg, Pa., $8.16. 

Proposed Convalescent Home, St. Louts, Mo. — Ladies’ Aid So- 
cicty, Mount Calvary Church, St. Louis, $3.00. 

Illinois Industrial School for Boys. — Edward Tatge, through 
Rev. G. Schuessler, Chicago, $25.00. 

- Home for Feeble-minded and Evileptics, Watertown, Wis. — 
Church of Our Redeemer, Chicago, $38.44. 
GRAND ToTaL: $1,017.84. 


February 23, 1920. Cuas. H. Dette, Treas., 


3935 Greer Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 





ATLANTIC DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Atlantic District during Jan- 
uary, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $944.28; Synodical Building Fund, 276.17; 


Missions, 1,491.27; Miscellaneous, 5,/32.85.—Total, $8,444.57. 
O. H. Restin, Treas. 


CENTRAL DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Central District from Decem- 
ber 16, 1919, to January 31, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $3,117.28; Synodical Building Fund, 1,073.49; 
Missions, 5,850.21; Miscellaneous, 11,186.23.—Total, $21,227.21. 
P. E. Wo tr, Treas. 


EASTERN DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Eastern District during Jan- 
uary, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $832.30; Synodical Building Fund, 106.84; 
Missions, 2,006.45; Miscellaneous, 1,910.43. — Total, $4,856.02. 
J. P. ScHarFFesr, Treas. 


SOUTHERN WISCONSIN DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Southern Wisconsin District 
during January, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $1,570.37; Synodical Building Fund, 212.73; 


Missions, 2,603.71; Miscellaneous, 3,348.26. — Total, $7,735.07. 
A. Ross, Treas. 





Donations for the Hospital or Relief Fund in Concordia, Mo., 


which were not forwarded to the treasurers of the various Districts, 
but sent directly to the undersigned. 


H. Rohwer, from the church in Forest Green, Mo., $51.94. John 
Schroeder, Jr., from the church in Flora, Mo., 28.18. Mr. Drewes, 
5.00. G. Witsma, 5.00. Miss Kloehn, 1.00. Ed. Stuenkel, 5.00. 
Dr. W. A. Broecklein, 25.00. D. H. Wegener, Evansville, Ill., 30.00. 
City Mission Church in St. Louis, 8.75. Rev. Hodde, from the church 
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in Freeman, S. Dak., 24.20. From Beverly, Kans., 2.00. Miss Rode- 
kohr, from Young Ladies’ Society, Corder, Mo., 13.50. Th. Hifert, 
Cisco, Tex., 10.00. Rev. Oberdick, Lake Charles, La., 5.00. Mrs. 
Ella Kuddes, 30.00. John Kuddes, 5.00. Alumni of St. Paul’s Col- 
lege at Seminary in St. Louis, 60.00. A. Lorenz, Joplin, Mo., 25.00. 
W. F. Tempel, Chicago, 50.00. Th. Kramer, from the chureh in 
Frohna, Mo., 68.13. R. P. George, from Corder Sewing Circle, Cor- 
der, Mo., 15.00. H. Guenther, from the church in Johnson, Nebr., 
40.00. A. G., Jelerson City, Mo., 20.00. N. N., Laporte, Ind., 1.00. 
N. N., St. Joseph, Mo., 1.00. Rev. Hi. F. W. Gerike, 1.00. H. Rohwer, 
from the chureh in Forest Green, Mo., 53.50. Otto Grosse, St. Louis, 
Mo., 5.00. L. F. Volkmann, St. Louis, Mo., 10.00. T. P. Waldmann, 
New Orleans, 10.00. Rev. J. Meyer, Deshler, Nebr., 5.00. Rev. W. 
Schelp, from the church in Romney, Tex., 10.00. Chr. Maulbetsch, 
from the church in Chattanooga, Tenn., 35.50. Miss Marie Peters, 
25.00. J.J. Voigt, from the church in Houstonia, Mo., 48.00. W. Bau- 
mann, Juka, Ill., 1.00. W. Lueder, Rock Island, IIl., 1.00. Dr. M. 
Hamm, Madison, Ill., 10.00. N. N,, Rock Island, Ill., 25.00. Rev. 
&. T. Dierker, from the church in Latimer, Kans., 11.65. From an 
old friend and schoolmate (C. F. S.), Collinsville, Ill., 80.00. Rev. 
Moeller, from a friend in Cleveland, O., 10.00; from Miss Her, Sheri- 
dan, Wyo., 5.00. Rev. Going, Midland, S. Dak., 17.00. Muss F. Lo- 
hoefener, Alma, Mo., from the Young Ladies’ Society, 15.00. Rev. 
Moeller, Corder, Mo., from “one who wishes to lighten the burden,” 
Rockville, Conn., 5.00; from Miss Ida Eggert, Milwaukee, 2.00. Rev. 
SC. a Wakefield, Nebr., 25.00. A. Gerber, Jefferson City, Mo., 
5.00. 

We also gratefully acknowledge the receipt of large quantities 
of victuals and bed-linen, donated chiefly by members of the churches 
in and about Concordia, some of which, however, came a considerable 
distance. Lack of space prevents us from enumerating the articles 
in detail. Besides, the names of the donors frequently were withheld. 
Finally, we make grateful mention of the aid furnished by the women, 
young and old, of the congregation in Concordia who attended to the 
thorough scrubbing of the rooms and halls of the College and to the 
laundry of our patients. 

May the heavenly Father abundantly bless all that showed 
themselves unselfish friends of our institution in its days of trial! 


Concordia, Mo., February 19, 1920. J. H. C. KAEPPEL. 
_—a—___———— _  ——__ ese 


Lutheran Laymen’s League $3,000,000.00 
Endowment Fund. 


Watch it grow. 
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February 20, 1920. Jerr K. STONE AND COMPANY, 
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J. B. Rodgers, pastor), $8.20 for Students’ Endowment Fund. 
A. W. MEYER, 
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ST. LOUIS, MO., MARCH 16, 1920. 


No. 6. 





Sin and the Savior. 


"Twas sin that framed the cruel cross 
And caused His bitter cry; 

‘Twas sin that pierced His hands and feet 
And calmly watched Him die. 


Tf sin did this, as sin has done, 

Its loathsomeness and shame 

Should make us shun its smiling face 
And hate its very name. 


For, since the Savior died for us 
And rose for us again, 
How can we claim Him as our Friend 


And be a friend to sin! 
W. M. Czasanske. 


How Much Is the Pure Gospel Worth to You? 





Words of Luther for Our Own Day. From Luther’s Church 
Postil, translated by Prof. J. N. Lenker, D. D. 
Marx 8, 1—9. 

Just so it is also at present: where true pastors and 
preachers are so poorly supported ... that they with their 
poor wives and children must suffer need and, when they die, 
leave behind them pitiable, rejected widows and orphans. By 
this very many good-hearted and very clever people are more 
and more discouraged from becoming pastors and preachers. 
For all arts, trades, and callings in life serve to the end that 
we may through them fortify ourselves against hunger and 
poverty; but with the office of the ministry the contrary is 
the case; whoever will perform its duties faithfully must 
expose himself to danger and poverty. 

From this, then, will follow the ruin of the Church, in 
that the parishes will stand vacant, the pulpits be neglected, 
and again preachers arrive who seek not faithfully God’s 
Word nor the kingdom of Christ, but who think, as they 
preach, what the people will gladly hear, so that they may 
continue in that direction and again become rich; and in 
this manner things will again go to ruin.... 

For if each will consider the welfare only of his own 
house and seek how he may maintain himself, and no one 
inquires how the Word of God and the office of the ministry 
are to be perpetuated, then will God also say as He has said 
in the prophecy of Haggai, 1,4—11, where the people also 


left the house of the Lord desolate, neglected God’s Word 
and the service of the Temple, so that the priests and servants 
of the Temple had to resort to work as farmers and learn to 
do other things by which they could support themselves, be- 
cause nothing was given for their office and service... . 

But when we esteem the Word of God so lightly and the 
ministers and preachers are so poorly supported that they are 
compelled to forsake their office and seek their bread through 
other occupations, and thereby also discourage others from 
entering this office who otherwise are gifted for it and in- 
clined to it, God not only sends famine and other great 
national calamities, such as now appear before our eyes, in 
order that no one’s purse may retain anything, and no bless- 
ings and no provisions remain, but He also takes the Word 
and true doctrine entirely away, and in their stead permits 
fanatical spirits and false teachers to enter among them, by 
whom they are led astray and deceived before they are aware 
of it both as to their souls and property, and for their neglect 
they must contribute richly and most bountifully. 

How will you give an answer to God if you through your 
cursed avarice retard or hinder a single sou! in its salvation? 
I will say nothing about hindering a whole city or country by 
your example, so that they may no longer possess the Word 
of God and the preaching of it. 

To be sure, in the Old Testament it was obligatory on 
everybody, and commanded by Moses, that the tenth part, or 
tithe, be given for this purpose from every one’s income, Lev. 
27, 30f. How much more should we Christians do for this. 
cause, which is the most necessary, and without which no one 
upon the earth gives and does anything that Christ’s king- 
dom may continue built up, so that we allow His servants to 
eat with us in order that we may remain-in the same king- 
dom of God, and give such grace and salvation to our chil- 
dren as an inheritance! If we do not do this, then He will, 
as a reward of our ingratitude, put an end to our avarice and 
devouring spirit, so that we ourselves will soon perish; be- 
cause such great possessions and provisions we have not but 
that God can permit rust to enter among them through 
famine, Turkish war, and other national plagues, and every- 
thing be consumed, ravished, or otherwise destroyed in a’ 
single year. 

Thus will Christ warn us, first of all, here through His 
own example that every one is required to help the kingdom 
of God and His Word with temporal provisions for the body, 
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in case He Himself cannot or will not become a minister of 
the Gospel. . 

Following this, He also comforts those who are in the 
ministerial office, that they become not distressed or alarmed 
through their present want or poverty, but that they may 
know that Christ cares for them and will nourish them even 
in their poverty, and will never permit them to suffer need 
and want, but will finally provide the richer bounty for them; 
yea, He has already thought of all things before and provided 
for them before they thought from what source they should 
obtain what they need. 

For He shows indeed forcibly in this example that He 
is a rich and powerful Lord and Provider; yea, He is a rich 
miller and baker, better than any other upon the earth that 
has learned His trade perfectly. Yes, He does indeed very 
much work instantly and aside from and without any human 
help. He plows, harvests, threshes, grinds, and bakes in the 
twinkling of an eye. (XI, 1376—1379.) 


‘‘Suffered under Pontius Pilate.’’ 





II. CHRIST SUFFERED AS OUR SUBSTITUTE. 

Christ hath once suffered for sins, the Just for the un- 
‘just, that He might bring us to God. 1 Pet.3,18. He was 
wounded for our transgression, He was bruised for our in- 
iquity. The chastisement of our peace was upon Him, and 
with His stripes we are healed. Is. 53. Christ bore my sins 
in my stead. He suffered what I ought to have suffered that 
1 might not suffer. My sins were the cause of His suffering. 


Lord, I have left Thee, I have denied, 
Followed the world in my selfish pride. 
Lord, I have joined in the hateful cry, 
Slay Him! Away with Him! Crucify! 
Lord, I have done it, oh! ask me not how, 
Woven the thorns for Thy tortured brow! 


My burden, in Thy passion, 
Lord, Thou hast borne for me; 
For it was my transgression 
That brought this woe on Thee. 


My sins they are which wound Thee, 
Which cause Thine anguish dread; 
My sins the thorns have twisted 
Which pierce Thy holy Head. 


I sinned, and Thou: dost suffer, 
The Father’s Holy Child; 

That stripes which mar the Sinless 
Might heal the sin-defiled. 

Christ suffered for sins, and thereby atoned for sins, 
repaired the damage of sins, made an end of sins, and so 
He has brought us to God. ‘The sins that separated between 
God and man were removed, the hindrance was pushed away, 
and so we have an open access to God. 

It behooved Christ to be made like unto His brethren, 
that He might be a merciful High Priest and able to help 
them that are tempted. He is touched with the feeling of 
our infirmities. Let us therefore come boldly to the throne 
- of grace, that we may obtain’mercy, and find grace to help 
in time of need. Heb. 2,17. 18; 4,15. 16. 

Though Christ were a Son, yet learned He obedience by 
the things which He suffered, and He was made perfect 
through suffering, and became the Captain of our salvation, 
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the Author of eternal salvation to bring many song to glory, 
all them that obey Him. Heb. 2, 17.18; 5, 8.9. 

Behold my mother! She has forgotten to eat bread, to 
seek sleep, to comb her hair; she is wan, weary, worn, and 
worried. To others she may not seem beautiful, but she has 
undergone all that to nurse me in serious sickness, and al] 
this is but the dark background to set off the beauty of her 
undying love shining upon me from her eyes; and go the 
very lack of beauty is to me the very loveliest beauty. 

Precisely so, but yet in unspeakably higher degree, is it 
with my Savior. Others may look on Him and find no form, 
no comeliness, no beauty that they should desire Him, and 
hide their faces from Him, Is. 53; but that is just what re- 
veals to me the infinite love of my Savior to me. He laid 
aside His crown and royal scepter, He left the glories of 
heaven; He made Himself of no reputation; He humbled - 
Himself and became obedient unto death; single-handed He 


rushed into battle, He trod the wine-press alone; He looked, 


and there was none to help; weak with fasting and thirst, 
pale with loss of blood, staggering with sheer exhaustion, 
with. blood sprinkled upon His garments and staining all His 
raiments, He comes to me with His own arm bringing sal- 
vation. The Jews may find Him a stumbling-block and the 
Greeks foolishness, but unto me He shall be the Wisdom of 
God and the Power of God. Others may disdainfully reject 
Him, or patronize Him as a “good man,” but I will fall 
down and worship Him and acknowledge Him my Lord and 
my God. 


Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 
My great Redeemer’s praise, 

The glories of my God and King, 
The triumphs of His grace! 


He breaks the power of canceled sin, 
He sets the prisoner free; 

His blood can make the foulest clean, 
His blood avails for me. 


Look unto Him, ye nations; own 

Your God, ye fallen race! 

Look, and be saved through faith alone, 
Be justified by grace! 


Milwaukee, Wis. Wat. DALLMANN. 


The Symbolical Books of the Lutheran Church 
and Church Union. 





2. THE AUTHORITY OF THE SYMBOLICAL BOOKS. 


When a pastor is ordained according to our ritual, the 
following questions and answers are prescribed : — 

“Dost thou believe the Canonical Books of the Old and 
the New Testament to be the inspired Word of God, and the 
only infallible rule of faith and practise?” Answer: “I do 
so believe.” ‘ 

“Dost thou hold and profess the doctrine of the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church as laid down’in the Symbols con- 
tained in the Book of Concord of 1580, to wit, the three 
Ecumenical Creeds, the Augsburg Confession, the Apology 
of the same, the Smalcald Articles, the Small and the Large 
Catechism, and the Formula of Concord, to be the true doc- 
trine of the Holy Scriptures?” Answer: “I do so hold and 
profess.” 
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This formula shows clearly what place the Lutheran 
Chureh assigns to its Symbols. It docs not make them a 
rule of faith or source of doctrine, for it knows only one such 
rule and source, namely, the inspired Word of God. Before 
it will ordain a man to preach in its pulpits, it demands of 
him that he acknowledge the Word of God as the only in- 
fallible rule of faith and practise. 

Neither does the Lutheran Church make its Symbolical 
Books a guide to the interpretation of the Bible, a standard 
in agreement with which the Seripture-doctrine is to be de- 
veloped. ‘To teach thus of .the Confessions would be to set 
them as judges over the Bible. The Confessions are not a 
rule that is to be applied to the Bible and its teachings, but, 
on the contrary, the Bible is the rule by which all things, 
including the Symbolical Books and their teachings, are 
judged. 

What authority, then, have these books? ‘They are a 
record of what the fathers of the Lutheran Church, after long, 
prayerful study of the Bible, found to be the teaching of 
God’s Word; they are a confession of the faith to which they 
held in life and death. Large numbers of men in the Refor- 
mation age arrived at the same convictions as the Lutheran 
fathers and declared: We find that these Symbols sect forth 
the faith that is in us. We agree with them. We accept 
them as our own confession. — ‘The men who thus found 
themselves one in faith joined together and formed Lutheran 
churches. 

So also in subsequent times men whose study of the 
Bible Jed them to hold the same convictions as those laid 
down in the Symbolical Books naturally became members of 
the Lutheran Church and made the Confessions of that 
Church their own. To this very day the true Lutheran 
Church is in full agreement with the authors of the Sym- 
bolical Books, and therefore accepts these books as a full and 
clear confession of her faith. 

Now, when a congregation of Lutheran Christians, who 
hold the same faith as that set forth in the Symbolical Books, 
call a pastor, they very properly ask him: “Dost thou hold 
and profess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
as laid down in the Symbols to be the true doctrine of the 
Holy Scriptures?” This question amounts to asking, Are 
you also a Lutheran? Was your study of God’s Word led you 
to accept the same doctrines as those which we, in unison 
with our Church, hold to be God’s truth? 

That is a perfectly fair question, and a Lutheran con- 
gregation is right in not accepting as its pastor a man who 
refuses to declare his allegiance to the Confessions. They 
want as their pastor a man who will preach to them and their 
children the doctrine of the Lutheran Confessions, and it is 
both their right and their duty to make sure that they get 
such a man. Lutherans force no man to accept their Con- 
fessions, but they do not want in their pulpits any man who 
does not accept them. If any man cannot honestly accept 
them, he cannot honestly expect to become a Lutheran pastor. 

But does not this position conflict with the right of 
private judgment? Quite the contrary; it guards that very 
right. If the trustees of an engineering school wanted to 
engage a man as teacher of mathematics and the map said, 
“I will teach for you, but not mathematics; my private 
judgment convinces me that your pupils will be better served 
if I lecture to them on Zulu folk-songs,” they would probably 
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say, “We respect your private judgment. Follow it, and good 
fortune betide you! But you cannot follow it here, for your 
judgment conflicts with ours, and we have been made trustees 
of this school in order that we may operate it according to our 
judgment.” 

With equal justice the members of a Lutheran congre- 
gation will say to a pastor who refuses to subscribe to the 
Confessions: “We do not deny your right of private judg- 
ment. Isxercise it and be happy in it. But do not expect 
to exercise it by preaching from a Lutheran pulpit and under 
the Lutheran name doctrines that are at variance with the 
Confessions of this Church. Know that we must answer to 
God for the teaching which we permit from our pulpit and to 
our children, and therefore we must insist on such doctrine 
as agrees with our convictions of the truth, or, which is the 
same thing, with our Confessions.” 

This, then, is the position of the Symbolical Books in 
the Lutheran Church. ‘They are of no authority in them- 
selves, are not a rule or source of doctrine, but are a con- 
fession of faith and a statement of doctrine as the Lutheran 
Church finds it set forth in the Scriptures. Lutheran con- 
gregations do not accept these Confessions because they are 
the Lutheran Confessions, but because they believe that these 
Confessions correctly state the Bible-doctrine. And when a 
congregation has made these books her own confession, ‘it is 
but logical and self-evident that it should receive as its pastor 
a@ man only who shares its doctrinal position, and who is, 
therefore, ready to declare his allegiance to these Symbols. 

WAYFARER. 


Christians in Other Churches. 


The Lutheran Church is not the only Church in which 
there are Christians. There are many good and genuine 
Christians also in other Churches. There are millions of true 
Christians in the Roman Catholic Church, the Presbyterian 
Church, the Methodist Church, the Episcopal Church, and 
in other Churches. 

I, 

Are you surprised to read these statements in a Lutheran 
paper? You ought not to be surprised, for more than four 
hundred years ago the Lutheran Church published the fol- 
lowing declaration, which every true Lutheran accepts as his 
own conviction: “We have no doubt whatever that even in 
those Churches which have hitherto not agreed with us in 
all things, many godly, and by no means wicked, men are 
found.” ‘That is exactly what the Lutheran Church has 
taught from its very beginning, and we still teach that very 
same truth to-day. Every one of our pastors, when he is 
ordained, solemnly promises that he will always teach that 
there are Christians also “in those Churches which have 
hitherto not agreed with us in all things.” 

But before you jump at one or more conclusions, read 
and consider carefully what is said in the following para- 
graphs. 

II. 

How does it happen that there are Christians, good, 
genuine Christians, even in those Churches in which some 
serious errors are taught? 

One thing is certain: the errors which are taught in 
these Churches did not and do not produce these Christians! 
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Falschoods, errors, nonsense, and perversions of the truth 
uever produce Christian faith. True Christian faith can be 
produced by no other means whatsoever than by the truth 
of God’s holy Word. God Himself declares: “So, then, faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” Rom. 
10,17. And St. Peter expressly reminds every Christian of 
the fact that he has been born again and become a child of 
God, “not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the 
Word of God.” 1 Pet. 2,23. And it is just because essential 
parts of this Word of God are still read and taught in some 
other Churches that through this reading and teaching some 
are born again and become true Christians. 

Through holy Baptism also, which is administered in 
some other Churches precisely as it is administered in the 
Lutheran Church, all infants who are thus baptized are born 
again and become true Christians. Thus it happens that 
there are many true Christians even in those Churches in 
which, together with essential truths, some errors are taught. 


III. 


If some essential truths, through which Christian life 
may be generated and preserved, are taught even in some 
other Churches, would it then not be just as well to belong 
to these other Churches as to belong to the Lutheran Church? 
Indeed, it would not! 

Remember that even though some ‘essential truths are 
taught in these other Churches, much and harmful error’ is 
also taught in them. The Lutheran Confessions proclaim 
the teachings of the Bible in their purity, unadulterated with 
misleading errors. We, therefore, dare not say that it makes 
no difference to which Church a person belongs. We dare 
not believe or teach that it is entirely immaterial whether 
a person attends the services in a church where he is taught 
all the counsel of God and all of it unmixed with error, or 
whether he attends a church where much of the truth is 
perverted, some of the teachings of the Bible are never pro- 
claimed, and where God Himself is often contradicted. 

A person who could enjoy the precious privilege of hear- 
ing all of God’s Word in its entire integrity, but carelessly 
neglects this privilege and attends a church where error and 
truth are presented to him in varying proportions, wrongs 
himself. He permits some one to feed his poor soul on 
adulterated food. Such a one also sins against God, who has 
expressly told us to avoid those who cause divisions and 
offenses contrary to the doctrine which we have learned from 
God’s Word. And he sins also against others by his evil 
example. 

It is true that some true Christians, because of the lack 
of proper instruction or because of strong prejudice, igno- 
rantly live in this sin, and many of them, very many of them, 
through the: errors which they are taught in these churches, 
lose their faith and their eternal salvation. Some, through 
the marvelous grace of God, escape as brands plucked out of 
the fire. Those, however, who wilfully, although they know 
better, despise the truth, and in stubborn waywardness accept 
and endorse ruinous error, will certainly perish. 

All religious errors are dangerous, destructive, and poi- 
sOnous. 

If we are careful to avoid poisonous gases and polluted 
atmospheres, if we desire to eat our food and to drink our 
water Just as pure as we are able to obtain it, how much more 
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earnest should we be that our souls, our innermost hearts 
may obtain God’s truth unpolluted, uncontaminated, and Di 
adulterated with errors, follies, falschood, and Perversions, 
God commands us to buy the truth at any price, and to gel] 
it at no price. The Lord Jesus teaches us that if anything, 
even though it be our right eye, would prevent us from enter- 
ing into heaven, we should cast it from us; for “it is better 
for thee to enter into life with one eye, rather than, having 
two eyes, to be cast into hell-fire.” Matt.18,9.10. How 
much more readily should a person flee from false teachers, 
by whom his eternal salvation is endangered, and seek that 
Church where his soul may feast upon the Word of God ag 
it is taught in its truth and purity. 


IV. 


In dealing with this subject, we dare not overlook an- 
other matter. There are certain cults, sometimes also called 
churches, which have so far erred from all truth that their 


teaching has now become entirely poisonous and destructive 


of all Christian life. Such are the Unitarians, Universalists, 
Christian Scientists, Spiritists, Swedenborgians, and the 
heathen. They who learn and accept the peculiar teachings 
of these societies and associations can never be saved. Every 
Christian Scientist, for instance, who really believes and ac- 
cepts the teachings of that body can-never enter heaven, but 
will necessarily be lost; for these teachings are entirely con- 
trary to, and subversive of, the very essentials and funda- 
mentals of the Christian faith. 
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But should we not, then, because of the faithful Chris- 
tians in some other Churches, cease to condemn these 
Churches and join these Christians at least in an outward, 
cordial cooperation and brotherhood? My dear reader, who 
of us could go into these other Churches and pick out those 
from among them who are malicious enemies of the truth, 
and those who are faithful Christians? None of us can do 
that. God alone knows all those who are truly His own. He 
will also deal with them according to His grace and wisdom. 
But every one of us ought to be able to recognize false doc- 
trine when he hears it clearly proclaimed. And here we have 
and must follow the express commandment of our Lord in 
which He has told us that we are to mark those who cause 
divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrines of His own 
holy Word, and to avoid them. If we publicly do this and 
denounce the errors and heresies of false teachers, the leaders 
and teachers who uphold error will oppose us and teach their 
people to separate themselves from us. If they did not do 
this, but forsook their errors, then there would be no further 
trouble on this account. But if they denounce the truth and 
separate from us because they wish €o teach error, that is not . 
our fault, nor is it the fault of the truth, but it is the fault 
of themselves and of their false teachers. 

In conclusion, let us indeed be grateful that even in . 
some other Churches, through some few essential truths, God 
wins saints for Himself and for Ilis heaven; but let us also 
be grateful that God has preserved us from the errors by 
which these poor souls are being harassed and tortured and 
troubled and burdened with all manner of unwholesome, poi- 
sonous, and dangerous teachings. Every well-informed Chris- 
tian should do his utmost, therefore, to discourage all false 
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teaching, and give his whole support to the truth alone. He 
should, in short, live and believe according to those precious 
words of His Savior: “If ye continue in My Word, then are 
ye My disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free.” By his bold testimony to the 
truth and by his uncompromising, firm stand against errors 
of all kinds, he will be a blessing to all Christians, and may 
perhaps even win many from error to the truth, aye, such 
bold confessors have often convinced a false teacher and con- 
verted him from the error of his way. Think of the thou- 
sands, aye, the millions, who were won through Luther’s firm 
stand for the truth and against error. Had Luther wavered 
or remained silent when error boldly reared its head, who can 
foretell what ruin and damage might have resulted? 

God help us all to be firm, bold, and clear for the truth 
and against all error! S. 
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Fitting Boys for Leadership.— Our Synod is hard at 
work on this very thing, fitting boys for leadership.- We have 
been working at this for many years, and with most gratifying 
success. Many is the boy who would have been ground to dust 
in the industrial life, or pushed into some corner by the cruelty 
and coldness of the world, if our Synod had not taken him, 
given him an education, supported him during the years of 
preparation, and made of him a bright light in this dark world. 
And to-day our Synod is better equipped than ever to do this 
work for many more boys. We have schools, colleges, and 
seminaries doing excellent work. Aye, even now Synod is mak- 
ing every effort to improve these institutions. Moreover, thou- 
.sands of Christians are waiting for the products that are turned 
out by these schools. Our missions and congregations in North 
America, in South America, in Europe, in India, and in China 
stand ready to welcome these young men who have been pre- 
pared to be the spiritual leaders and teachers of young and old. 
In truth, the openings and the opportunities for these young 
men are so numerous and so attractive: that every boy in our 
midst who is capable of being fitted to become a teacher or 
pastor should enter our schools. 

We who have sons should consider the advantages which 
these boys and young men will have if they become Lutheran 
pastors and teachers. In these occupations they are continually 
dealing with the noblest and greatest natural gift that God 
has bestowed upon man, the soul. They are continually oc- 
cupied with that which is most wholesome, most cheering, and 
niost salutary for themselves for time and eternity —the Word 
of God. In the ministry or as teachers they are at work upon 
a structure that is not to be built up to-day in order to be 
torn down to-inorrow, but shall certainly endure throughout all 
eternity — the Holy Christian Church. What precious fruits 
do we often see of a Christian pastor’s or teacher’s works even 
here upon this earth! What of it if we do notice some in- 
gratitude and lack of appreciation? TEven all that must work 
together for good to them that love God. And then, what 
congregations, what churches, what schools, what colleges, what 
seminaries, what pcriodicals, what missions have been built up 
through the work of our pastors and teachers! And this is 
but the smallest part of the fruit of their labor. When this 
brief day of earth is over forever, then these our pastors and 
teachers shall shine among the saints of heaven as the stars 
and as the sun forever and ever. When they are taken to their 
reward, there will be gathered with them there those whom they 
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have saved from the wreckage, the sin, and the suffering of 
this world to join with them in that fulness of joy and in those 
eternal pleasures that far surpass the best that this earth can 
offer us. 

To-day our schools and our churches stand ready to fit 
your boy for leadership, to make of him a bright light, to bless 
him with the highest gifts for time and eternity. Your son 
could not be occupied in a better, a higher, and a more enduring 
work of more real and genuine, blessed consequences. And from 
every direction there comes to us the appeal to send teachers and 
preachers of God’s Word. Have you a boy? Send him to our 
schools. Pray God to make of him a spiritual leader who will - 
lead his band, small or great, into the realms of glory. S. 


Colored Mission Statistics. — The Synodical Conference 
Board of Negro Missions has published its annual statis- 
tical report, covering the year 1919. There are at present 
30 pastors engaged in the work, with 3,221 souls and 1,773 
communicant members in their charge. In 38 day-schools 3,185 
children are being instructed by 15 pastors, 14 male teachers, 
and 33 female teachers. Our negro Christians have contributed 
$13,826.67, $4,014.26 more than in 1918, and an average of 
There has been an 
increase of about 1,000 souls in the last five years, and annual 
contributions have increased since then by $8,298. These 
figures are surely encouraging. Our readers may not know 
that two well-edited papers are being published on behalf of 
our mission among the colored people, Missionstaube and Lu- 
theran Pioneer. The price of each is 25 cents a year. Order 
them from Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo., and 
keep posted on the progress and the needs of this department 
of our missionary work. G. 


Lutheran Statistics Revised. — The late Quadricenten- 
nial of the Reformation, as we have remarked before, was not 
everywhere celebrated in the proper spirit of humility, nor was 
there that spiritual emphasis which might have assured some 
lasting benefit to our Church from this celebration. Instead, 
there was much boasting of strength and achievements and 
numbers. Statistics were inflated for the occasion. There was 


‘wild talk about 70,000,000 Lutherans in the world, and of these 


42,000,000 in Germany. 


We presume that it will not be necessary at this time to 
remind the reader of the manner in which these statistics 
worked out in the popular mind. At the time we did not have 
accurate figures at hand to controvert the frenzied arithmetic 
of these well-meaning, but short-sighted “boosters.” But some 
time in the spring of 1918 we said in these columns that on 
the basis of the figures given in a work of reference printed 
in 1894 we would estimate the actual Lutheran population of 
Germany, officially so listed, at between sixteen and seventeen 
million. Now come to hand the figures compiled by the com- 
missioners sent to Germany by the National Lutheran Council. 
The numbers there reported total 16,741,975 souls, which tallies 
pretty accurately with our estimate. Future statisticians will 
please take notice. ° G. 


Iowa Synod Withdraws from National Lutheran 
Council. — The Executive Committee of the Iowa Synod has 
decided to withdraw from the National Lutheran Council. The 
Council is a committee representing a number of Lutheran 
bodies, and is an outgrowth of the Lutheran (war-time) Com- 
mission. The United Lutheran (Merger) Church and the 
Swedish Augustana Synod are represented officially, while the 
Iowa and Ohio Synods and the Norwegian Merger have been 
represented unofficially, the bodies not having acted on the 
matter. Now the Iowa Synod officials have withdrawn such 
representation as they had in the Council. President Richter, 
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in Kirchenblatt, February 28, explains that the condition under 
which the Executive Committee had cooperated had not been 
fulfilled, and that for this reason its connection with the Coun- 
cil has been severed. The Iowa Synod had stipulated that whai- 
ever tasks the N. L. C. might undertake, must not be such as 
would presume that the bodies in the N. L. C. are in Christian 
fellowship. (When the Merger was formed in 1917, the Iowa 
Synod had officially declared that it could not fellowship the 
United Lutheran Church as a soundly Lutheran body; hence any 
action of the N. L. C. which would presume such fellowship to 
exist would be contrary to the declared position of the Towa 
Synod.) Now it develops that the Council did not live up to 
this stipulation, and hence Iowa withdraws. A second reason 
for this move is given by President Richter. The Council has 
entered upon tasks which presume fraternal recognition of the 
Lutherans in Poland, France, and Alsace. In doing this, the 
Council has not only trespassed upon the rights of the various 
synods represented, who alone can establish relations of Chris- 
tian fellowship, but has, furthermore, committed all Lutherans 
represented in it to a relation of fellowship with certain Euro- 
pean Lutherans whose confessional position is highly question- 
able, to say the least. 

President Richter announces that the Towa Synod will not 
participate in the N. L.C. drive for relief work in Europe, but 
will receive donations for this purpose on its own account. 

- ¢. 

The wisdom of standing aloof from intersynodical 
movements is again illustrated by the experience of the Iowa 
- Synod. The National Lutheran Council set out with the pur- 
pose of limiting its work to certain externals; there was to be 
no presumption of church-fellowship, and the relation of synods 
to each other was not in any way to be affected. Article 2 of its 
constitution specifically says that its work shall be done “with- 
out prejudice to the confessional basis of any participating 
body.” The sincerity of this intention need not be questioned, 
but the unionistic tendency was too strong, Lutheran Union 
seemed so close, and before long we read such statements as 
these: “Before the war the Lutheran Church in America was 
divided in national groups. We are now united in the National 
Lutheran Council!” And the activity of the Council proceeded 
on this assumption. Does not this bear a valuable lesson? 

Again, all supersynodical bodies have a tendency to go 
beyond their scope, and to assume an overlordship over the 
synods so federated. It is well for Lutherans to heed what 
Reformed Church people have suffered from interchurch move- 
ments in the past. The Federal Council of Churches sent a 
commission to the Peace Conference in Paris, representing the 
Protestant Churches in America; not one denomination had 
been asked to give its consent. It has, in the name of American 
Protestants, advised the State Department as to the course to 
be followed in Mexico. It has passed on the issue in the coal 
strike. It has proposed a plan for rural church-work which all 
but ignores the spiritual mission of the Church. In all this the 
Federal Council of Churches has spoken and acted without 
authority. The International Sunday-school Association, an- 
other interdenominational body, has undertaken to supervise the 
training of Sunday-school teachers without recognizing the 
right of churches to be represented in the management of such 
work. 

In transgressing the scope originally set for the National 
Lutheran Council] in its constitution, it merely runs true to 
type. We'have again learned that unless agreement in doctrine 
and in the application of doctrine to church-life and church- 
work is first reached, federated movements are premature, and 
will only lead to new and most unpleasant embroilments, unless, 
indeed, the more conservative element, through a mistaken sense 
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of -honor, remains in an alliance which oppresses conscience 


since it involves a denial of the truth. 

The Lutheran of the United Church (Merger) last year 
referred in terms of bitter censure to the action of the Missouri 
Synod in remaining outside the Council. We forbear quoting 
The action forced upon the Towa Synod speaks 


them now. Wa, Say p 
louder than any words of our own for the vindication of our 
attitude. ; G. 


One Language.” — The various move- 
t “one country, one language” are, 
determinedly, pursuing 


“One Country, 
ments verging to the resul 
silently for the most part, but no less 
their course. 

. The National Security League, an organization represented 
in most of our States, has in its platform ‘a paragraph which 
reads: “The prohibition of the use in all public and private 
schools of any language other than English as the basic medium 
of instruction.” 

The Sunday-school Council of Evangelical denominations 
representing twenty-one Protestant bodies, January 29, has 
adopted “a recommendation of the Committee on Literature 
that all foreign-speaking churches and Sunday-schools in this 
country shall become, as soon as possible, English-speaking.” 
In its convention at St. Louis a committee submitted this as 
“one idea to hold constantly before the church-members,” say- 
ing: “We believe this to be fundamental, and that it should 
be repeated constantly, so as not to be doubted or misunderstood 
by any worker or group of workers.” The committee recom- 
mended that a compaign be conducted toward the adoption of 
the English language exclusively in churches. 

In Lutheran Church Herald we read that a law passed by 


- the legislature of the State of Oregon provides “that it shall 


be prohibited in the State of Oregon to publish, circulate, ex- 
hibit, sell, or offer for sale any paper, magazine, pamphlet, or 
circular printed in any other language than the English, except 
there be given at the same time with similar type a complete 
verbatim translation [which is equivalent to suppression]. Any 
person or firm found guilty of transgressing this law shall be 
considered guilty of a misdemeanor and punished not to exceed 
six months in the county jail, or fined $500, or both.” ‘The 
law will be in effect ninety days after it was signed by the 
governor. 

Elsewhere the pot is just beginning to boil. In the State 
of Texas a movement is on foot for a complete rewriting of the 
constitutional provisions and the statutes relating to education. 
A. similar move is reported from the State of Illinois. May we 
hope that our people will make their influence felt before a pro- 
gram is submitted to the legislatures cut and dried? 

Fortunately there are still people who take the proper 
American stand on the language issue. Stopping in Chicago 
recently, we attended a concert given by our people in a north- 
side hall. One of the invited speakers was Judge Robt. E. 
Crowe, and his subject was the American attitude with ref- 
erence to the German language. He declared with much force, 
even with vehemence, that “a spirit that prevents Americans of 
German descent from singing the songs of their fatherland, the 
greatest melodies ever written, in the language of their fathers 
is a spirit of intolerance entirely foreign to our flag and free 
institutions. Patriotism isn’t a question of language.” The 
speaker paid a glowing tribute to the spirit of true Americanism 
instilled into the minds of the children in our parish-schools. 

In a speech delivered in Congress, J anuary 292 


matty 


a bill providing for Federal cooperation with the cee fre 
in the education of non-English-speaking persons, Senator John 
Sharp Williams said: “When a German Lutheran in Iowa or 
a Roman Catholic in New York insists that his child shall be 
released from attendance on tho public school, tell hin, ‘All 
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right; we will give you that license provided you will furnish 
us with a certificate which will mect with our credence that 
English will bo taught in the school to which you are going 
to send your child. That is all that is necessary. Otherwise, 
you can send him to the parish-school; you can do what you 
please with him.’ ” 

Why do we quote these statements? Not as expressive of 
the prevailing tendency, but as protests against the same. The 
' forces at work are exceedingly powerful, and though we may 
quote such men as Judge Crowe and Senator Williams in evi- 
dence of the Americanism of our own position, it will require 
more than quotations, it will require watchfulness and hard 
work to hold the privileges which we have. G. 

Advice from a Presbyterian. — In the March 4 issue of 
the Presbyterian, Rev. I. L. Jones declares that the matter of 
religious education is “the paramount problem confronting the 
Protestant Church to-day.” How shall this problem be solved? 
Rev. Jones says this about the Sunday-school: “With its maxi- 
mum of twenty-six hours a year of religious instruction, it is 
hopelessly inadequate. This no one presumes to deny.” What, 
then, shall be done? Why, says Rev. Jones, the only solution 
is the parochial school, “systematic instruction in the Bible and 
proper religious direction in all other studies, for five days in 
the week, from September till June, from the kindergarten to 
the high school. Nothing short of a Protestant parochial school 
ean meet the requirement.” “The Protestant Church must be- 
win by establishing, endowing, and equipping its own schools 
for the education of its own children with Christian direction 
given to history, science, and every branch of learning. To 
carry out such a program of Christian education would require 
Christian money, millions of it. But that such a plan is prac- 
ticable is demonstrated by the Roman Catholic Church, which 
places the parochial school at the center of its system.” What 
this Presbyterian desires for his own denomination and all 
Protestantism, we have. Our system of parochial schools has 
cost us not one, but many millions. It costs us more than a 
inillion dollars a year. But if the Presbyterian knew what we 
have, he would say: “It is very cheap at that.” And if he heard 
that there are some who think of discontinuing an institution, 
for the establishment of which he wants his Church to spend 
millions, he would smile incredulously and say: “Surely, the 
Lutherans are not such fools as that!” G. 

Mr. Hamilton Draws a Blank.—In a circular letter of 
the Wayne County Civic Association of Detroit, dated Jan- 
uary 26, the chairman, Mr. James Hamilton, addresses to all 
patriots this argument for signing the petition which calls for 
a constitutional amendment abolishing parochial schools in the 
State: “Did zt ever occur to you that there are close to 8,000 
girl slaves,— yea, worse than slaves both mentally and phys- 
ically, within the confines of this State? You may ask, ‘Who 
are the slaves, and how can they be released from bondage?’ 
Although we have made diligent search, we have been unable 
to find a single girl in the House of Good Shepherd or kindred 
institutions who has come through, and graduated from, the 
eighth grade of a Public School. Why? Because when they 
have absorbed the democratic atmosphere through eight grades 
of our American Public School, they usually can do a little 
thinking for themselves. ... Are you willing to assist in re- 
moving this blight from Amcrican life?’ 

The argument is, that since all girls in their minority who 
have fallen from virtue and, by inference, all prostitutes in the 
State of Michigan have failed to graduate from the common 
schools, — the suggestion that they are very probably parochial 
school products is thinly veiled, — therefore compulsory educa- 
tion through the public schools must be introduced. 

We quote this letter as a sample of the extreme virulence 
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and malignity with which the campaign against our schools is 
being waged. But does Mr. Hamilton realize that in taking up 
a knife one must be careful to hold it by the hilt? Does Mr. 
Hamilton realize that, taking his statement at face value, there 
may be a different explanation from the one he suggests ? 
Reading his letter, it seemed to us that there had been made 
at a recent session of the National Education Association an 
utterance on this very topic. We have now unearthed this 
item from our files. At the convention of the N. E. A. at 
St. Paul, five or six years ago, Miss Mary R. Campbell, “asso- 
ciate psychologist of the psychopathic laboratory of the Chicago 
Municipal Court,” asserted that the court-rooms are filled with 
boy and girl offenders because the public schools have failed 
in their duty. She called the public schools “a travesty upon 
education,” inasmuch as they “have not sufficient intellectual 
and moral appeal to keep girls of eleven, twelve, and thirteen 
years from shaine.” (In Chicago the children are compelled 
to attend school up to the fourteenth year.) 

We believe that Miss Campbell’s logic is at fault. The 
consensus of educators is, of course, that an education which 
neglects the religious clement cannot produce the best type of 
character; but we hold that when little girls go wrong, the 
home-training of these unfortunates, and not the school, how- 
ever imperfect, must bear the greater part of the blame. But 
whether the Chicago child expert — and she ts an expert — is 
right or wrong in placing the blame for conditions, does not 
her reference to these conditions (that many boys and girls go 
wrong while in the upper grades of school) remind Mr. Hamil- 
ton of the adage that when drawing a knife one must be careful 
not to hold it by the blade? G. 


American Extravagance. — During the war there was 
much preaching and writing against that national sin of 
Americans, extravagance. There was perhaps no newspaper or 
magazine which did not contain either brief or extended men- 
tion of thrift, saving, economy, and frugality. But even while 
the cry everywhere was, “Save! Save!” there was in certain 
quarters most prodigal wastefulness and lavish squandering of 
money and resources. And how is it now? Never before per- 
haps was there such senseless extravagance as we behold to-day 
here in America. According to the Jewelers’ Circular, the 
value of diamonds and other precious stones which Americans 
imported during the year 1919 exceeded one hundred million 
dollars. A distinguished diamond expert declares that the value 
of the precious stones, mainly diamonds, at present within the 
United States, cannot be far from two billion. One-half of the 
world’s stock of precious stones is here in America. 

-Merchants tell us that many are paying from twelve to 
twenty dollars for a single shirt, from two to five dollars for 
a necktie, from ten to twenty dollars for a pair of shoes, and 
that many who work for daily wages insist on wearing silks 
and satins. Of some workmen down in the oil-fields of Texas 
we have heard tell that even while at work and wearing red 
flannel shirts they sport in their bosoms beautiful, large 
dianiond pins. Thus the people are squandering their money, 
prices are soaring, and a few shrewd traders are profiteering. 

The president of the Congress of American Mothers made 
this statement: “The extravagant manner in which some of the 
American women spend money is appalling. The woman of 
limited income scems to be equally as extravagant as the woman 
of wealth. It is enough to discourage the men of the country. 
Why, I wonder that any young man has the courage to marry 
when he sees the manner in which the wage-earning American 
girl spends so much money for clothes and as a result wears 
such unsuitable clothes.” 

She is right, but she should have added that the men are 
just as guilty as the women. 
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Older Christians, fathers and mothers, should speak to their 
sons and daughters and warn them against permitting vanity 
to make of them victims for the spoiler. These be fat years, 
it is true, but the lean and hungry years of famine are sure 
to come. Joseph’s wisdom is still good business wisdom to-day. 
And frugality is not only wise, it is in accordance with God’s 
will. It is the commandment of‘our Lord that we gather up 
the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost. If our Creator 
took care not to waste crumbs, shall we then, the beggars at 
His door, squander His gifts? 

The present extravagance is sinful, wicked, and ruinous. 
The curse of God will follow this sin as it follows any other sin. 
‘Waste not, want not,” is a maxim which has the sanction of 


Him who calls our attention to the ways of that little creature, © 


the ant, “which, having no guide, overseer, or ruler, provideth 
her meat in the summer, and gathereth her food in the harvest.” 

Let no one mistake our meaning. The Lord in His holy 
Word does not admonish us to be greedy, covetous, and selfish. 
When He commands us to gather up the fragments that remain, 
when He bids us learn of the ant, He does not contradict those 
other words of His wherein He admonishes us to give to the 
poor and to be generous in our support of God’s work. Nay, 
these two commandments agree very well together. God com- 
bines the two when He says: “Let him labor, working with his 
hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to 
him that needeth.” Of the same woman of whom God says: 
“She seeketh wool and flax, and worketh willingly with her 
hands,” He also says: “She stretcheth out her hand to the 
poor; yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy.” Prov. 


31,138.20. We are to avoid extravagance, laziness, and squan-’ 


dering, not that we may selfishly fill our own coffers, but in 
order that we may have something to give for charity, for 
missions, for the Church, and for every good work. 

As we read the signs of the times, there is a crying need 
just now to preach against extravagance, and to admonish all 
to give generously and cheerfully for the upbuilding of God’s 
kingdom upon this earth. Bs 

The Appeal of the Zionist. — Notwithstanding the high 
and ever higher prices for paper, people in general, and 
especially Lutheran pastors, have been kept busy filling waste- 
paper baskets. We have experienced such an inundation of 
mail containing all manner of appeals, invitations, notices, 
demands, requests, and explanations that, at times, for the very 
lack of time, we have been tempted to consign to the waste- 
paper some mail which we had not even read. While some 
appealed for starving babies and perishing women and children, 
others demanded that we should help them take a census of 
the cities, towns, and counties. It is just like the world to 
squander money for all manner of unnccessary, doubtful, and, 
in part, injurious undertakings while millions are suffering and 
even starving to death. 

One class of our fellow-citizens had so far not appealed 
to us — the Jews. Let no one imagine, however, that they in- 
tend to overlook us. Before us is a letter signed by the presi- 
dent and the vice-president of the Palestine Restoration Fund, 
requesting us to devote a sermon to their work. The suggestion 
is to set aside some Sunday to aid in the drive for ten million 
dollars for Palestine Restoration. We will quote the last para- 
graph of this remarkable letter in full: — 

“May we in conclusion suggest that in the Palestine 
Restoration sermon and otherwise it be made clear to your 
hearers that contributions to the Fund from non-Jews, either 
undesignated or for designated purposes within the scope of 
our work, will be highly acceptable.” 

We cannot comply with this request, because we are con- 
vinced that the Zionist movement is harmful to the Jews them- 
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selves. Wo love our Jewish fellow-citizens. Most of them are 
law-abiding, quiet people. Why do they wish to leave Us and 
go to Palestine? Are they not doing very well right here in 
America? Is not one of their number serving our Country gg 
a justice on the bench of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, and are not numbers of them enjoying many othe; 
temporal advantages? Have they not liberty of conscience and 
unsurpassed opportunities for business of every description? 
While millions are starving, this money ought not to be useq 
to carry Jews over into Palestine; that may produce even more 
starvation. Rather use the money to bring the Jews of 
Palestine over here to America, where the Jews have been doing 
so well. — ; ae 

Instead of giving money for the Palestine Restoration 
Fund, let us give it for our mission among the Jews of America, 
That mission is actually helping the Jews; for by it their souls 
arc saved. The restoration of Palestine will not bring salva- 
tion to the Jews. For the Jews and for all other people there 
is nO name under heaven given among men whereby they can 
be saved but the name of Jesus. S. 

The Meaning of Interdenominational Movements. — 
The reader cannot fail to have noted the growth of inter- 
denominational activity. Methodists, Presbyterians, Baptists, 
and other sects unite for some common purpose, usually cul- 
minating in a great drive for funds. Why this? What is 
the “big idea” behind these moves? 

Some light is shed on the subject by o paragraph in a 
booklet on the League of Nations by Canon Gore of Oxford. 
For promoting the League of Nations, the bishop holds that 


‘“even a divided Christianity can already act, as if it were 


one body. I have long been persuaded,” he continues, “that 
the best immediate way of promoting religious unity is for all 
the fragments of the Christian Church to act together, as if 
they were one, on the moral and social questions of the day. 
This will be the best basis for religious reunion of a deeper 
kind.” 

The Interchurch Council of Organic Union in a recent 
pronouncement said: “Once we shall have cooperated whole- 


heartedly, in such visible body, in the holy activities of the 


work of the Church, we are persuaded that our differences 
will be minimized and our union become more vital and 
effectual.” 

This goes a step farther than Canon Gore’s suggestion. 
The Interchurch Council says: Let the denominations get 
together right now under some joint organization; then doc- 
trinal differences will soon be quietly ignored, and divisions ~ 
cease. This is the true inwardness of interchurch movements. 
Doctrine is a non-essential; the thing is to get together, what- 
ever the differences of bolief may be. By joining our work, 
we shall forget the doctrine. 

As every Lutheran will observe, this signifies the destruc- 
tion of the:confessional principle. It means that error and 
truth must be given equal rights in the Church. What the 
Word of God says, does not count. Confession of the truth, 
loyalty to the doctrines of the Bible is a matter of little or 
no importance. The martyrs who laid down their lives rather 
than depart a hair’s breadth from the teachings of Scripture 
were poor simpletons, who lacked the wit to see that whether 
one accepted or rejected the teachings of Christ and His apostles 
ought to make no difference to a Christian! What fools the 
Salzburgers, to leave their homes in Austria, yea, their own 
children, and with gricf-torn hearts emigrate to America rather 
than deny their faith! What fools the Huguenots, to leave 
their homes in France rather than return to the idolatry of 
Rome! What unconscionable fools our Saxon-Lutheran immi- 
grants in 1838, to sever their connection with the fatherland 
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rather than submit to certain forms of baptism, etc., which 
violated their convictions! Yes; what fools all who have in 
time past suffered persecution for the sake of the Gospel, from 
the apostles of Christ down to the Chinese martyrs of the 
Boxer rebellion, when they might have agreed to any doctrinal 
statement submitted to them, and yet remain in the kingdom 
of God! 

Every invitation to participate in an interchurch move- 
ment, as described, should be looked upon as a temptation of 
the Evil One, who would inveigle us first into a subtle denial 
of the truth, in order at last to destroy the very foundations 
of belief. For this will be the end, once our conviction is 
surrendered that it matters much, that it matters greatly for 
life and eternity, to abide by every word that God has spoken. 

‘G. 

The Interchurch Mess of Pottage. — “The country par- 
son,” says the Interchurch Bulletin, quoting from the Kansas 
City Star, is “reading up in catalogs on the mysteries of 
clutches and transmissions,” for he is going to buy a Ford, 
and his wife is studying the fashion magazines hopefully. The 
salary increase of ministers is on the way, and the Interchurch 
World Movement is going to see that it arrives. The Inter- 
church Bulletin quotes the Kansas Oity paper at length on the 
“rosy vision of benefits which pastors will enjoy through the 
Interchurch World Movement.” A pastor is described, arriving 
with his wife in a shiny new car before a country store. He 
beckons the proprictor and demands in a ringing voice that he 
be shown “the best he has and plenty of it,” since his wife 
is about to buy her spring outfit— “dresses, bonnets, shoes, 
everything a woman needs.” Tho proprietor shows little en- 
thusiasm, knowing how straitened the parson is economically, 
“whereupon, in an impressive, not to say gaudy manner, the 
Rev. John Timothy dragged from his trousers’ pocket something 
that Mr. Laces at first thought was a section of extra large 
fire-hose, but which on closer inspection proved to be a bundle 
of real, green and yellow American money, closely packed to- 
gether.” 

This, says the article quoted in the Bulletin, is a “scene 
from real life, soon to be enacted in almost any town in the 
United States and Canada.” The billion dollar compaign of 
the Interchurch Movement, to be waged in April, will do it. 

And so the Interchurch World Movement, unsanctified of 
God and sinister in its origin, comes to the country minister 
in the (financial) desert, and offers him, if he will bow his 
knee to it and do its bidding, not “all the kingdoms of the 
world and the glory of them,” indeed, but at least a roll of 
greenbacks and a new flivver. G. 

Was Luther a Mason? — Was he possibly a Shriner, 
hunched up, with a baggy pair of trousers, on top of a two- 
humped camel, crying, “Allah il Allah bismillah!”? Was 
Katherine von Bora, his Katie,.a Supreme Matron of the 
Eastern Star? And was little Hans a Boy Scout? 

A Freemason up in Regina, Sask., tells one of our men 
that Martin Luther was a Mason, that this could be proved 
from his writings, but that this proof could not be given to 
any one but a Pee: | as it would reveal some of the secrets 
of the Order. 

When we read this story, there seemed to drift into our 
memory a statement made elsewhere by a Mason that Luther 
had been preserved by some mysterious friends, probably 
Masons. We convinced ourselves by a reference to our files 
of Masonic literature, and here it is, in Inght, July 2, 1917. 
The issue contains a reference to an item in LuTHERAN WITNESS 
called by the writer a “tirade against Freemasonry,” signed S., 
which, the critic observes, ought to have a J. added, meaning 
Jesuit. Then it goes on to cite the escape of Luther from 
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death through the agency of unknown friends, and — “his chief 
helper, Melanchthon, was a member of St. John’s lodge of 
Masons’’!! 

If we could meet the editor of Light while so afflicted, we 
should lay our hand upon his fevered brow and say: Be calm, 
we have sent for a nurse, this will pass over; think quietly 
and try to remember that the first Masonic lodge was founded 
1717 in a London tavern, when Luther was long dead and also. 
Melanchthon — dead one hundred and fifty years. 

But how about tho statements in Luther’s writings which 
reveal his “Masonic” connections? Our Saskatchewan friend 
is in error. One might find in Luther expressions which apply 
to lodgery of to-day, but these are not complimentary. As 
when he refers to the animals which the rapacious noblemen of 
his day pictured in their armorial shields: “It is not by acci- 
dent that thoy generally have in their shields a lion, a bear, 
wolves, and other ravening animals, — it indicates their 
character” (XIV, 1437): this might in a way be applied to 
the Elks, the Moose, the Eagles, the Camels, the Owls, the 
White Rats, and other zoological lodges of our own day. But 
—no, Luther was not a Mason. 

We suggest that the Saskatchewan Mason refrain from 
making himself and his Order ridiculous. If he really believes 
this story of Luther, he should be received into the Ancient 
Order of Easy Marks without an initiation fee. G. 

Is It a Sin to Use the Ouija Board? — A reader wants 
to know, and says others want to know, whether it is a sin to 
use the ouija board. Well, do you suppose it is a sin to play 
with things that may send you to the insane asylum? worse 
still, that may render you a slave to the influences of spirits 
that destroy faith and virtue? Attend: 

Hard upon a similar warning voiced by Dr. Hickson, head 


' of the Chicago psychopathic (“diseased mind”) laboratory, 


comes this statement of Dr. Gregory of Bellevue psychopathic 
ward, New York City: — 

“If you are weak-minded, prone to lean toward the mystic, 
or impregnated with the germ of insanity, keep away from 
ouija. This recent wave of consultation with ouija is a most 
unhappy thing and has many unhappy results. We have here 
many cases of victims of their own desire to peer into the 
future, to wrest secrets from the ouija board or some spirit 
medium.” 

Dr. Hickson of Chicago says that he examined many ouija 
board players and Spiritists, and that many had lost their 
reason through the influence of ouija. 

Sir Oliver Lodge, the most prominent living Spiritist, 
during his stay in New York last month advised persons of 
weak minds to keep away from the ouija board. He said he 
did not condemn the instrument, but believed that unless a 
porson possessed a strong force of mind, there was danger that 
constant application upon the board might affect his mentality. 

To speak plain English, the ouija board has driven many 
people crazy. Is it a sin to use it? 

People buy the thing to amuse themselves and friends. 
They do not know that they may be rushing headlong into 
the realm of mysterious forces, forces of evil. Let it be said 
without circumlocution that the board sometimes displays an 
intelligence which cannot be naturally explained. Even when 
used as an amusement, and when no startling messages “come 


through,” it is a form of divination, an attempt to dip into 


the supernatural, and as such forbidden in Scripture. We 
cannot be expected to reprint here in full the discussion of 
Ouija in our little book Spiritism. 

Do not buy this contrivance, and if you have the thing 
around your house, uso it for kindling-wood in the kitchen 
stove one of these chill mornings. G. 


S 
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WHY WE DO NOT JOIN THESE MOVEMENTS. 


On February 3, there appeared a news item in the Chronicle- 
Telegram under the head, “Federation of Churches in County 
Is Formed.” Among other things the article said: “The repre- 
sentatives from many of the churches in the county met last 
night in the Congregational church of this county and formed 
a council of the federated churches for Lorain County. It is 
expected that there will be practically unanimity in this move- 
ment in a short time.” ; 

What the article did not mention was the fact that the 
Lutheran pastors in Lorain County connected with the Synod- 
ical Conference had sent a statement to the Federation in which 
they gave some of the reasons why we Lutherans could not unite 
with other Protestants in this movement. 

The following statement is a copy of the one sent to the 
Federation: — 


To the Federated Churches of Lorain County, Ohio: — 


We, the undersigned, and our congregations, members of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Synodical Conference, and located in 


Lorain County, Ohio, have been asked to participate in the ° 


formation of the Federated Churches of Lorain County. 

In declining to unite with such an organization, permit us 
to lay before you the reasons which prompt us to take such 
action. 

The Lutheran Church uncompromisingly teaches and be- 
lieves in the Verbal Inspiration of the Bible, the Trinity, the 
Deity of Jesus, the Atonement through the Blood of Christ, 
Justification by Faith without the Works of the Law, the 
Christian Life as a Necessary Fruit of Faith, the Regenerating 
Power of Baptism, the Real Presence in the Lord’s Supper, and 
she obligates all her ministers and all her members so to believe, 
teach, and confess. Because of the Lord’s warning, “Beware 
of false prophets” (Matt. 7,15), and the Apostle’s admonition, 
“Mark them which cause divisions and offenses contrary to the 
doctrine which ye have learned, and avoid them” (Rom. 16,17), 
she refuses church- and altar-fellowship to all who differ with 
her. She believes in a union of all churches, but only when 
such union presupposes real unity of faith, and is based upon 
an unqualified acceptance of the whole Bible as the only rule 
of faith and life. 

The proposed Federation docs not demand such essential 
unity of faith. It seems simply to ignore existing doctrinal 
differences while seeking to bring about an outward union. As 
is the case with the Federal Council of Churches of Christ in 
America and the Interchurch World Movement, with which this 
proposed Federation is to be closely associated, men and church- 
bodies who deny such cardinal truths of God’s Word as the 
Verbal Inspiration of Holy Scriptures and the Virgin Birth, 
have the same rights to membership in the Federation as those 
who accept, without equivocation, the Bible as the only norm 
of faith and life. This spirit of indifference to God’s revealed 
truth we cannot sanction, and hence we must refuse fellowship 
with the Federation in conformity with the command of our 
Lord quoted above (Rom. 16, 17). 

Furthermore, we are entirely out of sympathy with one of 
the avowed objects for which the Federation is being formed. 
We do not conceive it to be the Church’s duty to work along 
the lines of “Social Service, Social Hygiene, Industrial Good 
Will, Legislation, Law Enforcement, and International Justice 
and Good Will.” These objects, for which, it is true, the Chris- 
tian as a citizen of his.country and of the world should prayer- 
fully strive, lie, however, beyond the Church’s sphere. Her Lord 
has commissioned her to preach the Word (2 Tim. 4, 2), and to 
preach the Gospel to every creature (Mark16,15); and the 
apostles, understanding their divine commission, might all have 
joined St. Paul in saying: “We determined not to know any-, 
thing among you, save Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (1 Cor. 
2,3). Industrial good will, legislation, and international justice 
and good will certainly stood in as much need of thought and 
attention when our Savior walked on earth as now; yet not s0 
much as a word does He utter which might be construed as 
advice to Pontius Pilate or King Herod or Caesar for the 
quieting of popular unrest or the reform of legislation. Rather, 
when He was importuned to personally take a hand in the 
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enforcement of law, His answer was, “Man, who made Me 
a judge or divider over you?” (Luke 12,18); and before Pilate 
He declares: “My kingdom is not of this world” (John 18, 36). 
The Church will best serve her Lord, and do most for the 
betterment of her community and the world, by remaining true 
to the Master’s command: “Preach the Word!” Make men 
Christians, and you have taken a long step towards good legis- 
lation, Jaw enforcement, industrial good will, international 
Justice and good will, and social service. 

It is because of our endeavor to remain faithful to the 
Word, and because we know that men can be saved alone 
through the blood of Christ, that we decline, for conscience’ sake,. 
to unite with The Federated Churches of Lorain County. 

Alfred Moeller, pastor of Zion Ey. Lutheran Church, 
Lorain. 

John Vadja, Ev. Lutheran Church, Lorain. ) 

F. C. Jordan, pastor of St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church, 
Amherst. 

J. A. Schmidt, pastor of St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church, 
Elyria. J 
ie Harry C. Muhly, pastor of Grace Ev. Lutheran Church, 
flyria. 


THE FORTHCOMING POPULAR COMMENTARY 
OF THE BIBLE. 


UI. What Form Will the Commentary Have? 


The reason for the publishing of a popular, Lutheran com- 
mentary and the scope of that now in process of publication 
having been discussed, the next question naturally concerns its 
form, since this, in a large measure, determines the appeal, the 
usableness, and the usefulness of the commentary. 

In most of the commentaries on the market at the present 
time, the Bible-text in the English translation is printed at the 
head of the page in large type, while the explanations ure given 
in small fype on the lower half of the page, with numbers or 
letters as guides. In some cases the text is not offered at all, 
the section treated being indicated only by a reference at the 
head or the sido of the page. In other instances a summary 
doctrinal explanation is followed by a special section discussing 
the meaning of the individual words and the grammatical con- 
nection. Almost invariably, commentaries are arranged so as 
to preclude cursory reading, the presentation making the im- 
pression of choppiness and disjointedness. 

The committee in charge of the present commentary, after 
extended deliberations, chose a form which is intended to ob- 
viate such unpleasant features, and to make the books available 


for home-reading, as well as for reference work. The Bible-text 


is, first of all, divided into sections, usually agreeing with the 
chapter division, but differing from it under circumstances. 
These sections have their own headings, which give, as nearly 
as possible, the contents of the chapter or part of the chapter 
concerned. ‘The sections or chapters are then again, according 
to the connection of thoughts, divided into paragraphs, each one 
introduced, as a rule, by a few words indicating its scope or its 
connection with the preceding section. The paragraphs will in- 
clude the discussion of a single sentence or thought-group in the 
text, a single verse very often supplying sufficient material for 
the purpose. 

The subdivisions, or paragraphs, are opened with the text 
explained in the commentary, according to the Authorized Ver- 
sion, the version which is still the standard text in the English- 
speaking world, and properly so. The explanation is not given 
in disjointed notes, but in the form of connected discourse, in 
complete sentences. It does not follow any English text closely, 
although a number of translations are always consulted, but is 
made directly from the original language, the tongue in which 
the Holy Ghost had the inspired men write. In this way, lati- 
tude is obtained for the use of homonyms, synonyms, transcrip- 
tions, and various other forms employed in making the meaning 
of the text clear. Wherever it seems necessary, especially for 
the sake of pointing out prominent words, the sequence of words 
in the Greek or Hebrew is given. In certain sections of the 
Old Testament it may become necessary to deviate somewhat 
from this form, but its general excellencies will be maintained 
and followed throughout. 

At the end of every chapter there is a brief summary of 
the chief thoughts of the.chapter just treated, set off by con- 
spicuous type. Still more prominently the Authorized text will 
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stand out at the opening of each section, since it is to be printed 
i - ea e. ; 

‘a ee ae certain doctrines are expounded in 
the text, an article treating of that doctrine in greater detail 
is inserted. Some of the articles to be found in the first volume 
are the following: The Virgin Birth of Jesus, A Rightful Be- 
trothal, The Jewish Synagog, Miracles, The Primacy of Peter, 
The Baptism of Children, The Sin against the Holy Ghost, 
The Deity of Jesus, The Youth of Paul, ete. The footnotes to 
these articles will prove of value especially in cases where fur- 
ther information is sought. It is the intention to have a com- 
plete topical cross-index at the end of each volume, to enhance 
the practical value of the commentary. 

St. Louis, Mo. 


MEETING OF CHURCH COUNCILS, BROOKLYN. 


A meeting of the Church Councils of Brooklyn and vicinity 
was held at the schoolhouse of St. Mark’s Church, Tuesday 
evening, February 10, 1920. The subject to be discussed at this 
meeting was “Church Finances.” Pastor Brunn was invited to 
address the meeting on this subject. 

Pastor Brunn broadly outlined the matter of church-work 
and its relation to finances, stressing the fact that the successful 
church was one in which the scope of the work of the church 
was constantly being enlarged, and in which the finances to care 
for such new and larger activities were pledged and successfully 
gathered. Among the matters mentioned to which the average 
church should give considerable thought toward broadening its 
activities were the Christian education of our children (parochial 
schools), assistance to Young People’s Societies, pastors’ sal- 
aries, and clerical assistance to the pastors, to leave them more 
free to devote their energies to matters of greater importance. 
The point was brought out that each member of a congregation 
should be made to feel his obligation to the church, and that 
this can be accomplished by the pastor in his sermons, by visita- 
tion of the members in their homes (not only by the pastor, but 
by the members of the church council), and through church- 
papers. The envelope system was stated to be the best method 
of gathering the necessary funds, supplementing this with the 
plan recently adopted by many congregations of having an 
Every-member Canvass for the purpose of gathering the pledges 
for the coming year. Particular attention was called to the 
necessity, with the envelope system, of sending out quarterly 
statements to each contributing member. 

Messrs. Gaus, Wegener, and Schmidling stated the success 
that was had in their churches with the envelope system, and 
laid particular emphasis on the sending out of the quarterly 
statements showing the state of each account, not only so that 
the member had a receipt for moneys paid, but also as a re- 
minder in cases where the weekly contributions have fallen 
behind. 

Pastor Brunn suggested that three-fourths for local needs 
and one-tourth for outside purposes would be a fair division of 
weekly pledges. 

Pastor Hanser (Church of Our Savior) suggested that at 
the next meeting a paper be submitted covering the present 
needs of the Church, and how to mect them. It was resolved 
that Pastor Hanser prepare and read such a paper at the next 
mecting, and that the paper include the topic of parochial 
schools. 

The churches represented at this meeting and the number 
of delegates were as follows: St. John’s (2), St. Mark’s (7), 
St. Paul’s (3), St. Peter’s (4), Our Savior (3), Trinity (Coney 
Island) (1), Good Shepherd (1), St. Matthew’s (3), Old 
Home (1). A. H. Tumse., Sec’y pro tem: 


P. E. KRetTzMann. 


THE FIGHT IS ON. 


The school fight is on in our ‘State of Michigan. The 
Wayne County Civie Association of Detroit has filed a petition 
with the Secretary of State, submitting an Amendment to the 
Constitution to the voters for adoption or rejection, requiring 
“ children between tho ages of five and sixteen years to attend 
the publie schools. | 

if this Amendment is adopted, it will mean the death-knell 
of our private and parochial schools in Michigan. We must, 
therefore, fight it, not because we are opposed to the public 
schools, — for every one knows that the Lutheran Church thinks 
highly of the public schools and deems them a necessity in a 
Republic like ours, — but because we insist upon training our 
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children in the Word of God at a time when they are most 
receptive for such training, namely, between the ages of seven 
and fourteen years; we insist upon our right to worship God 
according to the dictates of our conscience; we insist upon 
our right to train our children as we deem best, and brook no 
interference from any one. 
This Amendment must be defeated, and surely will be de- 
feated if all true Americans in Michigan stand together. The 
undersigned has been appointed Campaign Manager for our 
Synod in this struggle, aud he proposes, with the help of God, 
to conduct a vigorous campaign. The eyes of all other States 
are turned towards Michigan. We are waging the battle for 
every State in the Union; for if this Amendment is adopted 
in Michigan, other States will soon follow suit. We, therefore, 
through the columns of the Witness, request the prayers of 
your readers and also their assistance in any way they deem 
best. If any of your wealthy readers feel like donating some 
money towards this campaign, they may send it to the School 
Fund of the Michigan District. The campaign will cost a lot 
of money and labor. 

Wo shall let your readers know from time to time how the 
campaign is coming along, and we hope in the end to be able 
to report to you a glorious victory. 


Monroe, Mich. HENRY FRINOKE. 


CLEVELAND CURRENTS. 


The famous old St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, founded 
seventy-four years ago by a brother of Bishop Phillips Brooks, 
is planning to close the doors of its present expensive stone 
building at Euclid Ave. and E. 40th St., and move to the more 
fashionable University Circle, or to Cleveland Heights. This 
will. bo the second move of such a character on the part of 
St. Paul’s. Another sectarian church, not far away, is planning 
to do likewise. Meanwhile no less than seven strong Missouri 
Synod Lutheran congregations continue to hold the fort, and 
to do effective work in three languages within approximately 
two miles of the Public Square. They are Zion, Trinity, 
St. Paul’s, Immanuel, Grace, Redeemer, and Holy Trinity. 
The first four of these are chiefly German, Grace and Redeemer 
have always been English, and the last-named is Slovak. The 
problem of the down-town church is a serious one in any city. 
It requires courage to stand one’s ground while business houses, 
factories, rooming-houses, railroad yards, or foreign communi- 
ties; encroach upon one’s parish. But shall we abandon an im- 
portant field because it is no longer a fashionable residence 
district? Certainly here is an immensely important work, this 
problem of the congested district. All honor to those who re- 
main and exert a spiritual influence in a neighborhood which 
the :more fashionable congregations seek to abandon! 

()ne of Cleveland’s fashionable sectarian churches recently 
advertised a Sunday evening lecture by a local architect. When 
the time came, the architect was there, with crayons and large 
sheet::3 of paper. The Sunday evening congregation numbered 
exactly 27 persons. It opened and closed with prayer by the 
pastoi. The architect’s remarks were refreshingly sensible and 
to the point—from the standpoint of good architecture. He 
spared no terms in condemning the hideous, secularized church- 
buildings aping the theater, with pulpit in one corner, choir 
and pipe organ as the “dominant,” and wretched pretense every- 
where. He stated that none but an unprincipled quack would 
desigi. such a building. The architect was a Congregationalist, 
but his condemnation of Congregational architecture was fear- 
less. Our only regret is that the average sectarian pastor is not 
equally sound in theology, and unsparing in his condemnation 
of the quacks who stand in some of our fashionable pulpits, 
and clish out a jazzed sermon on a sensational, worldly subject. 
One sensationalist was honest enough to place a display ad. in 
a paper recently, saying, “Come and hear about ‘the old church 
on its last legs.’” If his church is on its last legs, there’s 
a reason. With the Gospel left out, any church will soon be 
ready to yield up the ghost. 

‘The Rev. S. L. Harkey, D. D., for many years a pioneer 
missionary in the middle West, and at one time secretary of 
a larjre Lutheran body not affiliated with us, had this to say 
shortly before his death: — 

“The increase and powerful strength and numbers of the 
Missouri Synod are the wonder of the world. Who can account 
for such a growth in one man’s lifetime? I saw the beginning 
of it :all, and see it as it is now. I am perfectly familiar with 
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all the controversies that have taken place since 1840, and the 
result of these controversies. I have seen the rise and fall of 
many in Israel. I can put but one interpretation and construe- 
tion upon the whole history of events connected with the Lu- 
theran Church in this country, especially in the West, and that 
is: that God will honor the truth, His own truth, and will 
vindicate its purity when it is held by honest men of fervent 
piety, conscientiousness, and faith. ‘A little shall becoma a 
thousand, and a small one a strong nation: J, the Lord, will 
hasten it in his time.’ ” 


Dr. Harkey was never a member of our Synod. He knew, 
however, what it was that caused its wonderful growth. He 
does not hesitate to say that Missouri became great through her 
uncompromising stand for the truth. God blesses such a stsind. 
But He does not bless compromise, policy-playing, pussy-footing. 
During Rev. Dr. Harkey’s life he saw four or five synods 
dwindle and die through compromise, liberalism, unionism, 
laxity, indifference. Where is the first Indiana Synod, the 
Union Synod, the Synod of the West, the Augsburg Synod, 
the Tennessee Synod Reorganized, the Immanuel Synod, and 
various others that have risen, flourished, and died within the 
memory of men still living? 

The story is always the same. Lax doctrine and lax prac- 
tise are never blessed. Uncompromising loyalty to our principles 
has always been blessed of the Lord. 


Cleveland, O. F. R. WEBBER. 


THE CURSE OF MORMONISM. 
Any religion failing to uphold the sanctity of the marri ige- 


bond as instituted by God in Paradise is detrimental to or-. 


ganized government. If the State were to approve of the 
marital life of a false prophet like Russell or of the tenets of 
Christian Science and Romanism, it would suffer in proportion 
to the adoption of these measures. The same must bo said of 
Mormonism. Although’ members of the Mormon Church hiive 
been advised at the present time to desist from entering ato 
polygamy, still, if the government and the consensus of pullic 
opinion were not so firmly opposed to polygamy, this evil, with 
all its curse, as witnessed in heathendom, would be reinstitu ted 
with them. ; 

The following incident is not fiction. Recently an intolli- 
gent-looking woman stepped into the office of a county auditor 
inquiring of one of the clerks whether, to avoid large attorney 
costs, she might obtain a divorce from her husband otherwise 
than having the matter pass through the District Court. 

‘We haven’t much,” she said, “but forty acres and a ]ttle 
home.” 

“And that’s your girl?” questioned the clerk. 

‘Yes, we have four children.” ; 

“Woman, you really do not want a divorce. What is your 
trouble?” | 

The faint and elusive reply was, “I am a failure in. life, 
and — well, my husband is outside,” pointing to the doox:. 

The conversation which then followed revealed the trouble. 
The woman stated that she had been brought up a Mormon, and 
had been taught that polygamy was one of the sacred irtstitu- 
tions of God. And in that light only had she entered into ‘polyg- 
amous relationship with a certain professor at a university, 
she herself being a graduate of that institution. The marriage, 
however, had never been sanctioned by the State, but hacl been 
clandestinely performed by a friend of the professor. A little 
baby boy was born to her. To make her living, she tnught 
school, leaving the child with her parents, and, to protect herself 
as well as her husband, she assumed different names and did 
not teach at any one place for a long time. A second child was 
born, and the same procedure as to her sustenance was repeated 
as in the case of her first child. Her polygamous husband 
virtually gave her nothing for her support. 

Later she became acquainted with her present huslyand, 
whom she told the story of her life, hiding nothing. They were 
married according to the laws of the State, and the two little 
boys came to live with them. Four other children were born 
to them in this union. As the two boys of her polygamous 
marriage grew up, they went to sce their grandmother at the 
time of a Mormon picnic. The polygamous father of the boys 
established connection with them, and later, by correspordence 
and by sending them small amounts of money, sought to alienate 
their affections and to ingratiate himself. Soon “the older boy 
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couldn’t get along well with his father,” and went back. The 
mother persuaded the boy to return, but things from that day 


on kept growing worse at a rapid rate. The father maintained 


that he had many times over paid five dollar bills for the boy, 
and that he would kill the old professor should he dare to come 
around. Only for the sake of the four little, darling children 
would he not break up the home. She maintained that he, the 
present husband, was unduly harsh with the boy, that, although 
she had failed, ete. 


Separation soon followed. All endeavors to point out the 
way to true happiness in married life — God’s Word in the home 
— were frustrated. Mormonism was the blight of this home. 
They were being visited by the terrible curse of polygamy. 

“Godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of 
the life that now is, and of that which is to come.” 1 Tim. 4, 8. 


Buhl, Idaho. J. A. SCHLICHTING. 


' LETTER FROM SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA. 


We have a pretty church in San Bernardino, Cal., built 
in 1914. Lately the pastor, Rey. W. J. Lankow, invited the 
Southern California Conference to meet in this church to help 
celebrate the liquidation of its debt. The meeting was held 
February 17 and 18. At the jubilee services Pastors A. Hansen, 
J. Kogler, and E. Rudnick spoke. The first speaker told of the 
beginnings here in 1906 and gave a sketch of the history of 
the mission, showing how many things there were to be thankful 
for in the past. The second speaker told early experiences when 
only a few families of Lutheran people were in Southern Cali- 
fornia, where now some thousands reside, gathered into some 
twenty-three congregations. He saw his congregation at Orange 
grow from nothing to almost a thousand communicant members 
in those forty years. The third speaker was pastor at the time 
the church was built, and showed the debt of love and gratitude 
the congregation owed to God for His mercies. 

Very recently a neat church was completed at Santa 
Monica, a beach suburb of Los Angeles, costing $10,000; Rev. 
Walter Trocger, pastor. This effort has brought our church 
into public notice in this section. Many tourists have come to 
this part of the State this winter and have appreciably enlarged 
our attendances. They settle also in some places where we have 
no churches, and we then seek to supply them. Tor this reason 
three new fields near Los Angeles have lately been taken up. 
Whenever a Lutheran moves to this section. he should look 
us up, and to make sure there is no mistake, the pastor or some 
friend of the tourist should send his name and address to one 
of our pastors, so that one may provoke the other to the good 
work of church attendance. This.is all the more necessary since, 
this is a region where people come for pleasure and recreation. 
and are very quickly weaned away from the old paths by the 
call of the road on Sunday or by the numerous wolves in sheep’s 
clothing that go about seeking sheep to devour. 

We notice a good deal of activity in gathering subscriptions 
for the Witness and the Lutheraner, some congregations mak- 
ing the definite effort to get one or both in each family. 


Los Angeles, Cal. E: T. C. 


SPIRITISM DRIVES SEVEN INSANE. 


Martinez, Cal., March 4. (By Associated Press.) Following 
their arrest as insane suspects as the result of a twenty-four 
hour séance with ouija boards, Adeline Bottini, her mother, Mrs. 
S. Bottini, Mrs. Joseph Holdavini, and Mrs. Edward Morro were 
committed to state hospitals for the insane by the Supcrior 
Court here to-day. 

The women were in a group of seven men and women who 
were arrested in a house at El] Cerrito, near here, yesterday, 
after residents in the neighborhood had complained to the City 
Marshal of their alleged peculiar actions. The police were re- 
aes admittance to the house and were forced to break down 
a door. 

The three male members of the party testified at the hearing 
that they had tried to induce the women to cease the ouija 
séances, but without effect. The men admitted that the last 
séance in which they participated had lasted for twenty-four 
hours, and they were so devoted to the boards that they did 
not take time off to eat or slecp. 

Iusanity charges were placed against all seven following 
their arrest. 
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Lutheran Laymen's League. 





(Eprror1aL Nore. — By arrangement with the L. L. L. Campaign 
Committee, this column is supplied by Rev. R. Jesse as Special Cam- 
paign Correspondent. ) 


Convention of the L. L. L. 


God willing, the General Mecting of the Lutheran Lay- 
men’s League is to be held June 14 and 15 at Detroit, Mich. 
This meeting, being the first of its kind, promises to be of 
unusual interest. Many matters of great importance to the 
L. L. L. will have to be disposed of. Primarily the future activ- 
ities of this large organization must be considered. 

All members of the L. L. L., that is to say, all holding mem- 

bership certificates for the year 1920, are earnestly requested to 
attend. All attending must do so at their own expense, both 
for travel and board. It is to be desired that at least one mem- 
ber out of each visitor’s circuit be present. 
: Time and place of the meeting are to be announced at a 
later date. Those contemplating to attend and wishing hotel 
reservations to be made for them should notify Mr. Chr. P. 
Tietze, 558 Mack Ave., Detroit, Mich. 


C. J. Cramer, Yxec. Secy. 


How Can It Be Done? 


The last effort is on. The $3,000,000 Endowment Fund is 
to be filled. The tabulated report of donations will show eich 
District what amount is required to fill its quota. Each econ- 
gregation can easily determine its share of the District’s total 
by multiplying the number of its communicants by six and 
subtracting the amount already forwarded. In love to the nec- 
essary and worthy cause in behalf of which the effort is made 
each congregation can aim with determination at raising its 
share. : 

But while each District needs the cooperation of all con- 
gregations, while each congregation needs the cooperation of all 
its members down to the little mite, the call is for large-hearted, 
liberal members of means to break the alabaster box and give 
lavishly. Surely we are not destitute of members who in loyalty 
to the Church they love for its splendid treasure of God’s Word 
and Luther’s doctrine pure can come to the front with large 
gifts. The need which the L. L. L. drive is to meet represents 
a long neglected cause. The appeal is made to the generosity 
of financially able and willing members to send the barometer 
upward by leaps and bounds now that fleeting time urges on 
to prompt and liberal action. 


An Opportunity. 


This is an hour of opportunity. It belongs to our people 
of means to whom the special L. L. L. appeal has gone forth. 
Wherein lies the opportunity? 

It has been said that money can buy anything but happi- 
ness. True, in a way; not true, in another. Silver and gold 
are the Lord’s, and when He entrusts them to human stewards, 
He intends their happiness. He intends the happiness which 
a father intends when he showers Juxuries on his children. He 
intends the happiness which comes to the conscience of the 
faithful steward. Liberal Christians are happy people. Using 
their means to do good and to communicate, they enjoy the ap- 
proval of Him who says: “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto 
one of the least of these My brethren, ye have done it unto Me.” 
Therein lies happiness indeed! And they are made happy, too, 
by the happiness of others. The money they give brings them 
more pleasure than any other they lay out or lay aside. As 
often as they think of the widows who bless them, of the orphan 
children whose faces they lit up with a smile, tho bells of their 
hearts ring out merry peals. Yes, in tho hands of a generous 
and liberal Christian money can buy even happiness! Nor is 
there room for a disquieting fear that one cent of all given for 
God-pleasing purpos¢s will ever be missed. : 


There was a man, and some did count him mad, 
The more he gave away, the more he had. 
‘Tis as truo as the Gospel. Thoy make good use of their 


stewardship, and the Lord trusts them with more. Right giving 
is a lending unto the Lord. No’security can be better. It will 


‘ ments, declare that the Lutheran Church is behind the times. 
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all be repaid, and the interest will continue to bear long after 
the hand that gave lies all cold and motionless in the lap of 
the earth. 

This is the hour of opportunity for the person of means. 
Who will lend unto the Lord? 


Encouragement. 


Much encouragement reaches the L. L. L. office. The en- 
couragement is offered by a steady flow of incoming contribu- 
tions that keeps the barometer on its upward rise; it is offered, 
too, in many, many letters coming from widely scattered parts 
of the country. By word and deed hundreds of praying and 
contributing Christians are furthering the work. 

A few samples of expressions coming from many parts of 
the country follow. Writes one: “This enclosed $24.75 brings 
all our drive in. It is $378.55 in all. It is not a great sum, 
but all things considered, [ am very thankful that God stirred 
ag many to do what they did.” “Says another: “It is truly in- 
spiring to see the L. L. L. Endowment Fund still climbing. .. . 
I‘or the present, find check ‘collection’ for the Fund. In the 
mean time I will help by prayer unceasing. God bless you and 
all Jaborers in the movement.” , 

Giving expression to the fruits of the Follow-up Campaign, 
we read in one communication: “Herewith I send you two 
Liberty Bonds, of $100 each, and a check of $46 as our third 
payment towards the L. L.L. Fund. I hope to be able to send 
one or two hundred dollars more before April 1. We are now 
picking up the odds and ends.” ‘The last one is worthy of the 
widest imitation: “Enclosed find draft for $500 to help finish 
the Three Million Dollar Fund of the L. L. L.” 


Acknowledgment. 


The Lutheran Laymen’s League gratefully acknowledges 
the receipt of ten dollars from an unknown friend in Quincy, Il. 

A note accompanying the remittance reads: ‘Enclosed 
find $10, which please add to the L.L.L. Fund. As a thank- 
offering. — A Friend.” 

May God bless gift and giver! 
LutnHreran Laymen’s Leacue, 


by Frep C. Prirziarr, T'reas., 


March 6, 1920. 
, 730 First Wisconsin National Bank Bldg. 








New Puhlirations. 





Distinctive Characteristics of the Lutheran Church. 
G. Luecke. 
Price, 60 cts. 


There are many, ever so many, Lutherans who know entirely 
too little about their own Church. Out in the world, moving among 
all elasses of people, they get to hear the opinions of-many who 
know even less than they, but are very bold in spreading their mis- 
information. These strangers often have very superficial, perverted, 
aud erroneous ideas, but they are not at all timid about expressing 
them. Some one perhaps has attended 2 Lutheran church once in 
his life and noticed the black gown of the minister, or he has seen 
candles burning in a Lutheran church. Perhaps another has never 
seen more than a cross on a Lutheran church-steeple. Perhaps he 
has simply heard something about the Lutheran Church. But all 
these may be very decided in their conviction that the Lutheran 
Church is “something like the Catholic Church.” Others who have 
noted the positive and determined note in the preaching of the 
Church are very sure that the Lutheran Church is very bigoted 
and narrow-minded. Others, who have been disappointed in getting 
the Lutheran Church to join all kinds of harebrained, modern move- 
Still 
others, who notice its quiet, non-obtrusive church-life, note its an- 
tagonism against the lodge and its unwillingness to participate in 
unionistic and syneretistic undertakings, are bold to prophesy that 
the Lutheran Church, because of its peculiar, unpopular tenets, will 
soon be a thing of the past. We have even found some few who 
thought that the Lutheran Church was much worse than the Cath- 
olic, aye, in their opinion it was absolutely the worst Church on 
earth; and while they would contend that attending and belonging 
to any Church could not harm any one, they had their doubts about 
the Lutheran Church. There was something about it that was dis- 
tinctly distasteful to them.— When our people hear all these opin- 
ions, all this slander, all this confusion of ideas, should they not 
determine to become somewhat better acquainted with their own 
Church, and for the sake of fairness, if for no other reason, listen 


By 
Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 
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to what the Lutheran Church itself has to say in its own defense? 
Our Lutheran people ought to read this book, and give it to others 
to read. - SS oh eis 
Pastor Luecke, in the first chapter, points out the distinctive 
doctrines of the Lutheran Church, that is, those doctrines which 
the Lutheran Church teaches while the other Churches either neg- 
lect or oppose them. In his second chapter he not only calls atten- 
tion to the public doctrinal statements which the Lutheran Church 
has made at different times, but he also explains why these confes- 
sional writings have been issued. In his third chapter he speaks 
of some distinctive practises and customs of the Cc iurch, such as 
sponsors in Baptism, announcement for Communion, sign of the 
cross, use of the wafer in Holy Communion, confession and absolu- 
tion, parochial schools, ete. In the fourth chapter he discusses the 
government and organization of the Lutheran Church, and then 
devotes a last chapter to a description and characterization of the 
different divisions and synods of the Lutheran Church here in America. 
Wherever there is a Lutheran family that can afford to buy more 
books than the Bible, the Catechism, the hymn-book, and prayer- 
book, they ought to get this book, in order to become better ac- 
uainted with their own Church: They may be sure of this, that 
the better one knows the Lutheran Church, the more one will love it. 
In those who love the truth, familiarity with the Lutheran Church 
will not breed contempt. The Lutherans who know the Lutheran 
Church best love it most, and the true Lutheran Church has nothing 
to hide. We hope that much fruit will come of the reading and 
study of this valuable publication. Ss. 


Synodalbericht des Nord-Illinois-Distrikts der Ev.-Luth. Synode 
von Missouri, Ohio und andern Staaten. 1919. Concordia 
Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, 30 cts. 


The paper read at this session of the Northern Illinois District 
is a continuation of the essay of the Rev. C. Abel on the work of our 
High Priest, Jesus Christ. The fact that the city of Chicago with 
its many congregations and missions is situated in this District 
lends a peculiar importance to this report. ‘ 


Miscellaneous. 


Installations. 


Installed under authorization of the respective District 
Presidents: — 


On Septuagesima Sunday: The Rev. Fr. F. Selle in Emmaus 


Church, Milwaukee, Wis., by Pastor H. G. Schmidt. 

On Quinquagesima Sunday: The Rev. L. Richmann in St. John’s 
Church, Oskaloosa, Iowa, by Pastor H. P. Greif. — The Rev. E. Kreidt 
in St. John’s Church, Thief River Falls, Minn., by Pastor H. W. 
Moehring. — The fev. H. H. Laads in St. John’s Church, Withee, Wis., 
by Pastor O. W. Schreiber. 

On Ist Sunday in Lent: The Rev. Herm. Am End in Zion Church, 
Town Benton, Minn., by Pastor W. F. G. Schneider. — The Rev. O. C. 
Kreinheder in Christ Church, Detroit, Mich., by Pastor A. T. Tong. 


On 2d Sunday in Lent: The Rev. W. Hallerberg in Bethlehem 
Church, St. Louis, Mo., as Field Secretary for Home Missions of the 
Western District, by Pastor R. Kretzschmar. 


Installed as teachers of parochial schools: — 


On 22d Sunday after Trinity, 1919: Teacher W. Gotsoh as teacher 
of the upper grades of the school of St. Paul’s Church, Chicago 
Heights, Iil., by Pastor G. Bauer. 

On Quinguagesima Sunday, 1920: Teacher FE. A. Mueller as 
teacher of the schoo] of St. Paul’s Church, near Mackey, Iowa, by 
Pastor O. Erbe. 


On Ist Sunday in Lent: Teacher F. Pauling as teacher of the 


second class of the school of St. John’s Church, Germantown, Iowa, 
by Pastor F. W. Potratz. 





Conferences. 


The Southern Nebraska Teachers’ Conference convenes, D. v., 
March 29 (8 P. wf.) in the school on S. 13th St. at Lincoln, Nebr. As 
usual, members provide their own board and lodging. Address com- 
munications to Prof. E. C. Mueller, 626 S. 13th St., Lincoln, Nebr. 

y O. Becker, Secy. 

The Teachers’ Oonference of South Dakota will meet, D. V., 
March 30 and 31 in Wentworth, S. Dak. A number of interesting 
and instructive theoretical and practical subjects are to be treated. 

W. F. WENDLING, Secy, 

The Ministers and Teachers of Fort Wayne and Viomity will 
assemble, D.v., April 6 for conference in St. Paul’s Church of Fort 
Wayne, Ind., beginning its sessions with a divine service, in which 


the Rev. Gerken of Hoagland will deliver the germ 

munion will be celebrated. Besides the papers to be iad a 
exercises to be held, according to the resolutions of the last meetin 

we are promised-a report by the Rev. Kuehnert, Chairman of ri 
Board of Support, on the preliminary plan of the intended pension 
system, and another by Mr. A.C. Stellhorn, Inspector of Schools, on 
the condition of our parochial schools in the Central District. Ad- 
journment, Thursday noon. C. Purzner, Secy. 


The Pastors’ and Teachers’ Conference of Southern California 
will meet, D. v., April 6 to 8 in Orange, Cal. Papers by the following 
Reverends: W. A. Theiss, H. O. Michel, G. H. Smukal, W. F. Troeger 
W. Schmoock, Victor Brohm, C. Damschroeder, E. T. Coyner, B. i 
Saager, Paul Scherf. Teachers J. M. Helmreich and K. I. Kuehnert 
also have essays. Conference preachers: For German service: Rev. 
H. O. Michel (Rev. Brohm); for English service: Rev. W. Schmoock 

Rev. Sanger). Coniessional address: Rev. W. A. Theiss (Rev. W. 
chmoock). The local pastor should be informed of inability to at- 
tend. W. G. RuEgLE, Secy. 

The Southern Indiana Pastors’ and Teachers’ Conference will 
meet, D. v., April 6 to 8 at Evansville, Ind. Divine services with Holy 
Communion on evening of April 7. Pastor W. Littmann will preach. 
The brethren are kindly requested to notify Pastor G. Polack before 
March 29 as to whether they will attend or not. R. Goetz, Secy. 


The Vermilion Local Conference will convene, D.v., April 7 and 8 
in Howard, S. Dak. The following Reverends are asked kindly to 
present their essays: E. Dewald, M. Keller, S. Bruer, Aug. Sauer, 
kK. Jehn, Aug. Oberheu. Exegesis on Titus 2 will be delivered by the 
Rev. J. Steinmeyer. Confessional address: Rev. A. Fenner (Rev. G. 
Troemel). Sermon: Rev. F. Freese (Rev. J. Steinmeyer). Please 
announce your absence or intention of coming to the local pastor, 
Rew. E. Jehn. A. FENNER, Sccy. 

The Northwestern Local Conference of Iowa will meet, D. v., 
April 7 and 8 in Whittemore, Iowa (Rev. W. Faulstich, pastor). Pa- 
pers: by the following Reverends: Irese, Wolfram, Grummer, Hoff- 
mann, Wagner. Confessional address: Rev. Fuerstenau (Rev. Hoff- 
mann). Sermon: Rev. Claussen (Rev. Cagann). Kindly notify paslor 
loct of your intended presence or absence. M. E. SELTz, Secy. 


The Teachers’ Conference of Eastern Iowa will meet, D. v., April 7 
to 9 at Reinbeck, Iowa. The following papers are to be read by the 
following teachers: Biblische Geschichte (Simson): H. Bertram; 
Katechese (Beichte): Dobberfuhl; Composition: Torgler; Physiology 
oneal chultz; What Material Should be Used to Replace the 

erman Hymn-verses for Memorizing? Jessen; Social Intercourse 
of a Teacher with the Young Folks of His Congregation: Ritzmann; 
Adherence to the Diacritical Marks, and, To What Extent Should 
Local Usage be Admitted? Mattfeld; Logie (continued): Meyer; 
Objective Case: Bockhaus; Commission: Studt. Committee for pa- 
pers to be assigned at the next conference: Teachers Koch, Mattfeld, 
and Meyer. Please notify Teacher Bertram whether or not you in- 
tend to attend. W. H. Hrnricus, Secy. 

The Southwestern Local Conference of Minnesota will convene, 
D.v., at Lakefield, Minn., April 13 to 15. Confessional address: Rev. 
Svhuetz (Rev. H. Soeldner). Sermon: Rev. Oetjen (Rev. Porisch). 
Please be prompt to notify resident pastor, Rev. Ad. Paul, of your 
coming. H. C. Hinz, Secy. 





Our Indian Mission. 


The influenza visited our Mission the fore part of February, and 
izave us an enforced vacation of about two weeks. Some of the pupils 


_ were quite sick. No deaths occurred. 


We hope to have our new dormitory built in time for the next 


school-year. The plans and specifications will soon be completed. The - 


architect’s estimated cost of the building is $30,000. 

‘ We hope to have our dormitory built by next fall. Whether our 
hope shall be realized or not, rests with you, dear reader. To build 
requires money. Some money has been received, but not enough. 

We sympathize fully with you, dear member, as well as pastor, 
who say: “The demands are so many and s0 heavy upon us that we 
are well-nigh tired. We cannot respond to all”; yet we dare say, 
[f you knew and felt the needs as we do, whom you asked to work 
here, you could and you would do something. 

Dear pastor, we shall be glad to send copies of our booklet, The 
S'tockbridge Indians, etc., for free distribution if you think it would 
help you in getting a collection or donation for our building-fund. 
fstate the number of copies you judge you can use advantageously. 


-As long as the present supply lasts, they will be sent promptly, post- 


paid. H. M. TsERNAGEL. 





Request for Hymnals. 


Congregations having discarded the old (A. L. P. B.) hymnal for 
the new one, and having old copies (containing full order of service) 
for sale, will please notify 


Rev. E. W. Bonn, 1043 E. Main St., Columbus, 0. 


a QL epee ee ee 
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Treasurers’ Reports. 


ENGLISH DISTRICT. 

Mission. — Congregations: Redeemer, St. Paul, $94.65; Redeemer, 
Detroit, 40.04; St. Paul’s, Taylorsville, N.C., 14.00. Sunday-schools: 
see, Old Orchard, Mo., 5.00; Pilgrim, St. Louis, 15.95. — Total, 

169.64. | 

Synodical Treasury. — Congregations: Redeemer, St. Paul, 
$145.18; Redeemer, Chicago, 20.00; Redeemer, Lincoln, Nebr., 5.50; 
Faith, Milwaukee, 2.00. — Total, $172.68. 
jeans Building Fund. — Church of the Redeemer, St. Paul, 

4.08. 

Church Extension Fund. — Congregations: Redeemer, St. Paul, 
$28.40; St. Paul’s, Taylorsville, N.C., 2.40; Faith, Milwaukee, 1.00. 
Total, $31.80. 

Board of Support. — Congregations: Redeemer, St. Paul, $42.60; 
Faith, Milwaukee, 1.00. — Total, $43.60. 

Mission in Brazil. — Congregations: Redeemer, St. Paul, $14.20; 
Christ, Washington, D.C., 30.00. — Total, $44.20. 

Mission in China. — Congregations: Redeemer, St. Paul, $8.52; 
Christ, Washington, D. C., 20.00. — Total, $28.52. 

Deaf-mute Mission. — Church of the Redeemer, St. Paul, $5.68. 

Forcign Mission. — Church of the Redeemer, St. Paul, $14.20. 

Indian Mission. — Congregations: Redeemer, St. Paul, $5.68; 
Christ, Washington, D, C., 10.00. — Zotal, $15.68. ; 

Mission in India. — Congregations: Christ, Washington, D.C., 
$20.00; Mount Olive, Milwaukee, 80.10; Faith, Milwaukee, 50.00. 
Sunday-school, Pilgrim Church, St. Louis, 10.00. — Total, $160.10. 

Jewish Mission. —‘“A Friend,” West New York, N. J., $2.00. 
Church of the Redeemer, St. Paul, 2.84. — Total, $4.84. 

Ministerial Education Fund. — Congregations: Redeemer, St. 
Paul, $28.40; St. Paul’s, Taylorsville, N.C., 1.25; Faith, Milwaukee, 
1.00. “A Friend,” West New York, N. J., 25.00. “Grateful Member,” 
Mount Olive Church, Milwaukee, 25.00. — Total, $80.65. 

Negro Mission. — Church of the Redeemer, St. Paul, $14.20. 

Indigent Students. — Church of Our Redeemer, Chicago, $50.00. 

City Mission, Chicago, Ill.— Christ Church, Chicago, $10.00. 

City Mission, St. Louis, Mo. — Pilgrim Church, St. Louis, $30.00. 

Orphan Home, Des Peres, Mo. — Sunday-school, Old Orchard, Mo., 
$7.00. 

Concordia Students’ Association, St. Louis, Mo. — Christ Church, 
Chicago, $25.00. 

Home for Epileptics and Fceble-minded, Watertown, Wis. — 
Sunday-school Teachers, Mount Olive Church, Milwaukee, $16.00. 

GRAND TOTAL: $957.87. 

March 8, 1920. Cuas. H. DETTE, Treas., 

3935 Greer Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


ATLANTIC DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Atlantic District during Feb- 
ruary, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $419.57; Synodical Building Fund, 10.40; 
Missions, 3,208.15; Miscellaneous, 1,170.04. — Total, $4,808.16. 
O. H. REsTIN, Treas. 


CENTRAL DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Central District during Feb- 
ruary, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $1,017.73; Synodical Building Fund, 248.56; 
Missions, 1,702.71; Miscellaneous, 2,673.29. — Total, $5,642.29. 
° P. E. WouLr, Treas. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Central Illinois District during 
February, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $110.57; Synodical Building Fund, 13.00; 
Missions, 85.42; Miscellaneous, 562.07. — Total, $771.06. 
E. C. BEcK, Treas. 


EASTERN DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Eastern District during Feb- 
ruary, 1920: — ; 
Synodical Treasury, $397.69; Synodical Building Fund, 64.90; 
Missions, 911.18; Miscellaneous, 828.57. — Total, $2,202.34. 
J. P. SOMAFFER, Treas. 


MICHIGAN DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Michigan District during Feb- 
ruary, 1920: — ; wa 
Synodical Treasury, $352.80; Synodical Building Fund, 8.62; 
Missions, 1,880.00; Miscellaneous, 3,198.81. — Total, $5,447.22. 
G. WENDT, Treas. 


NEBRASKA DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Nebraska District during Feb- 
ruary, 1920: — pee 
: Synodical Treasury, $1,076.63; Synodical Building Fund, 101.54; 
Missions, 1,681.43; Miscellaneous, 1,454.78. — Total, $4,314.38. 
A. SOHUELEE, Treas. 


SOUTHERN WISCONSIN DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Southern Wisconsin District 
during February, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $125.65; Synodical Building Fund, 30.00; 
Missions, 638.62; Miscellaneous, 938.63. — J'otal, $1,732.90. 
A. Ross, Treas. 
TEXAS DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Texas District during January 
and February, 1920: — 

Home Mission, $2,634.87; Home Mission Posts, 3,097.42; Synod- 
ical Treasury, 582.43; Synodical Building Fund, 71.12; Synodical 
Reports, 35.95; Teras District Messenger, 25.50; District Church Ex- 
tension Fund (including loan and returns), 1,321.92; Foreign-tongue 
Mission, 19.22; Deai-mutes, 10.80; Orphanage in New Orleans, 72.95; 
Orphanage in Des Peres, Mo., 8.48; General Home Mission, 59.13; 
Gencral Church Extension Fund (including returns), 117.60; Mis- 
sion in China, 33.76; Jewish Mission, 20.80; Indian Mission, 11.15; 
Mission in South America, 21.78; Mission in India, 2.00; European 
Free Church, 2.65; College in Greensboro, N.C., 22.50; Children’s 
Home Society, Winfield, Kans., 268.89; Heathen Mission, 215.88; 
Immigration Mission, 1.00; Students’ Treasury, 133.59; Board of 
Support, 187.63; Sufferers in Europe, 404.92; Conference Fund, 37.90; 
Winfield College Property Purchase, 92.00; Debt in Mission Treasury, 
20.00; Widows and Orphans, 14.25; Negro Mission, 95.82; Epileptic 
Institute, 51.63; Wheat Ridge Sanitarium, 17.80. — Total, $9,714.34. 

W. C. VoGEL, Treas. 


SENT DIRECT TO GENERAL TREASURER. 


Per Concordia Publishing House: From John Mathes, Du Bois, 
Nebr., for Foreign Mission, $5.00; Ben C. Wolf, Riggsville, Mich., 
for Colored Mission, 4.50; C. Klemke, Hemingford, Nebr., for Home 
Mission, .75; John Kopping and Friend, Stillwater, Minn., for Euro- 
pean Relief, 6.00 each. Per Rev. R. Kretzschmar, from Rev. John 
v. Brandt, Albany, Minn., for Foreign Mission, 1.00; from Miss 
Esther Goerss, Lockport, N. Y., 10.00. Per Rev. A. T. Bartling, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., Joint Reformation Festival Collection, for Synodical 
Treasury, 208.00. Per Rev. F. Droegemueller from Alliance, Nebr., 
Congregation, for Synodical Treasury, 10.00. From C. F. Theiss, 
Youngstown, O., Thank-offering, for Indian Mission, 5.00 and for 
Deaf-mute Mission, 5.00. From Elberta, Ala., Congregation, per 
Fred Ohls, for Synodical Treasury, 7.50. Per Concordia Publishing 
House: From A.C. Yaude, Bowmansyville, N. Y., for L. L. L. Drive, 
1.37; from N .N., for Colored Mission, 10.00; from Wm. Eixmann, 
Fayetteville, Tex., for Widows and Orphans, Germany, 8.10. Per 
R. H. Genrich, from sundry persons, for Indian Mission Building, 
54.60. From Christ Church Schoolchildren, St. Louis, Mo., per Rev. 
R. Kretzschmar, for Foreign Mission, 3.00. Mission Society, Lake- 
view Church, Chicago, per Rev. Geo. Lillegard, for Foreign Mission, 
11.00; from Mrs. Tallaksen, 1.00. From Walther College Associa- 
tion, Residuary Capital, 2,331.73. From Ph. Stockinger, Bremen, 
Ind., for European Relief, 10.00. From Ladies’ Aid, Redeemer 
Church, Oakmont, Pa., per Rev. A. F. Lindenmeyr, for European Re- 
lief, 56.41. Per Martin Schmidt, Gehlenbeck Congregation, Hamel, 
lll., for European Relief, 110.50. Per Concordia Publishing House: 
From John Sell, Milford, Nebr., for Colored Mission, 1.00; Fred 
Schulze, Ransomville, N. Y., for Synodical Treasury, 3.00; Mrs. T. 
Geiger, Bronx, N. Y., for Colored Mission, 1.00; Martin Bertus, 
Avon, S. Dak., for Negro Mission, Chapel Fund, Chapels, Students, 
Million Dollar Fund, and Greensboro Dormitory, .25 each; Edward 
Schneider, Ann Arbor, Mich., for Colored Mission, 1.00; Mrs. Anna 
Burmester, Hampton, Iowa, for Colored Mission, 5.00; E. Breitling, 
Dodge, N. Dak., for Home Mission, 10.00; W. H. Schroether, Rock 
Island, Ill., for Synodical Treasury, 2.75; C. Grefe, Saginaw, Mich., 
for Synodical Treasury, .50; Mrs. A. Danninger, Comstock, Wis., 
for Home Mission, .50; Rev. Hy. Boettcher, Gibbon, Minn., for Col- 
ored Mission, .75; August Luesterhoeft, Westfield, Wis., for Colored 
Mission, 2.85; Christoph Lang, Baltimore, Md., for Synodical Treas- 
ury, .85; Rev. H. Bohnhoff, Pipestone, Minn., for Synodical Treas- 
ury, .75; Clara BE. Vallowe, Pittsburgh, Pa., for Colored Mission, .87; 
H. I’. Cordsen, Hammon, Okla., for Foreign Mission, 3.00; Mrs. H. F. 
Dietrich, Burt, N. Y., for Home Mission, .25; Mrs. Andrew Christen- 
sen, Stoneham, Mass., for Home Mission, 1.00; Miss Matilda Trampe, 
St. Louis, for Colored Mission, 1.00; Mrs. G. H. Pankow, Dorchester, 
Wis., for Colored Mission, 1.00, for Home Finding Society, 1.00; Mrs. 
Carl Gohde, Constantine, Mich., for Home Mission, .25; Wm. H. Geis- 
ler, Davenport, Iowa, for Foreign Mission, 1.00, for Synodical Treas- 
ury, 1.00; Mrs. Pauline Remelius, for Relief, .60. From N.N., Nasho- 
tah, Wis., for European Relief, 15.00; for Building Fund, South 
American Mission, and Negro Mission, 5.00 each. From Bethlehem 
Congregation, Milwaukee, for Synodical Treasury, 50.00. From St. 
Paul’s Congregation, Taylorsville, N.C., per Jonas Cline, for Synod- 
ical Treasury, 14.00. From Bethlehem Congregation, Milwaukee, Wis., 
for Synodical Treasury, 85.00. Per Concordia Publishing House: 


‘From Mrs. Bertha Fritsche, Bloomington, Kans., for Indigent Stu- 


dents, 10.00; Michael Rybka, Titusville, Pa., for Synodical Treasury, 
3.85; Mrs. E. Wiesenthal, Wellsford, Kans., for Board of Support, 
5.00; Mrs. Ludwig Bollwahn, Hebron, Ill., for Orphans, 2.15; a. 
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Wilkelmine Wegner, Lakefield, Ill., for Greensboro Dormitory, 1.50; 
Henry Heckermann, Inglefield, Ind., for Negro Mission, 1.35; Augusta 
Hirschnitz, Chicago, Ill., for German Free Church, 1.20; Mrs. M. 
Schwanter, San Francisco, Cal., for European Relief, 1.50; George 
Kirmis, Jud, N. Dak., for Home Mission, 3.75; Mrs. F. Borchert, Sr., 
Psakis, Minn., for Home Mission, .75; Theo. Lehmann, Willow City, 
N. Dak., for Home-finding Society, 2.00; Miss Sophia Muhl, Lock- 
port, Ill., for Colored Mission, .60; John Mathes, Du Bois, Nebr., for 
Foreign Mission, 5.25; Rev. H. P. Gugel, Sandusky, Mich., for Synod- 
ical Treasury, 2.35; Eilert Borchers, Struble, Iowa, for Negro Mis- 
sion, 20.00; Louisa Leininger, St. Paul, Minn., for Negro Mission, 
5.00; Wm. Meyer, Latimer, Iowa, for Negro Mission, .75; Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Montag, Chicago, Ill., for Neéro Chapels, 1.00; August Roesner, 
Aroya, Colo., for Synodical Treasury, 3.20; John Walter, Holgate, 0., 
for Negro Mission, Negro Chapels, Chapel Fund, Indigent Students, 
and Greensboro Dormitory, .00 each; Mrs. Mary Rempp, Baltimore, 
Md., for Negro Mission, .75; Joseph Dehm, Havana, Il., for Negro 
Mission, 1.25; John Aufferte, Keilers, Sask., for Foreign Mission, 
1.00; Gust. Woidtke, Unionville, 0., for Negro Mission, 2.00; Julia 
Moser, Sabetha, Kans., for Home Mission, 5.00; J. O. Osten, Platte 
- Center, Nebr., for Negro Mission and for Negro Students, 2.00 each; 
Geo. W. Schaible, Jr., Ann Arbor, Mich., for Negro Mission, 5.00, for 
Greensboro Dormitory, 5.00; A. Mattes, ——, for Foreign Mission, 
1,00, for Synodical Treasury, 1.00; Chr. J. Weber, Baltimore, Md., 
for Synodical Treasury, 1.00; Mrs. L. Moll, ——, for Negro Students, 
5.00; John Fischer, Winona, Minn., for Home Mission, .25. Irom 
Thos. Haugen, McHenry, N. Dak., for Indian Mission and Negro Mis- 
sion, 6.00 each. E, SEVEL, Gen. Treas. 


Acknowledgments. 


Received from the Sunday-school of Rev. C. H. Weber, Zanes- 
ville, 0., $45.81 for the Deaf-mute Institute. Thanks to the givers! 
W, GIELow. 


Received from Immanuel Sunday-school, Joplin, Mo., $10.00 for 
China Mission and 5.00 for Deaf-mute Mission; from Ladies’ Aid for 
European Relief and for Relief in Concordia, 25.00 each. 

G. Horrser, Jreas. Western District. 
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Lutheran Laymen’s League $3,000,000.00 
Endowment Fund, 
Watoh it grow. 





March 6, {[920: $1,948,277.90. 






—$3,000,000.00 
— 2,800,000.00 
— 2,600,000.00 
— 2,409,000.00 
— 2,200,000.00 
— 2,000,000.00 
Nov. 11, 1919 —/} |— 1,800,000.00 
Aug. 6,1919 —|]j— 1,600,000.00 
June 13, 1919 —|}}~— 1,400,000.00 
May 18,1919 —}}/— 1,200,000.00 
May 7, 1919 —!]|— 1,000,000.00 
April 29, 1919 —/]/— 800,000.00 
April 21, 1919 —I]|/— 600,000.00 
April 15, 1919 —|||— 400,000.00 
April 8, 1919 --}]|!— 200,000.00 
March 380, 1919 —} | |— 0.00 
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Send all contributions to Mr. Fred C. Pritzlaff, 730 Firat Wis- 
consin National Bank Bldg., Milwaukee, Wis. 
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Some of Synod’s Treasuries. 


(February 28, 1920.) Deficit. Balance. 
Synodical Tasty ois conway 2 manus « emnpes $16385.32 
DOS TWA ic. dads 5 | Leas 1 ees 1 NS 15791,95 
Building in Concordia ...... ee ee $12773.99 
CHittth: NUSSION 45 Gens i 0<hKS 4 i Cae i CaS > 1274.57 
Church Extension Fund ........eeceeeeeeee 486.48 
Deaf-mute Mission .........+.-- ‘cats x SARIS § 7246.14 
NMuropean Missions ....... Usa § NgRrMAED 6 acorNON 7103.06 
Foreign Mission ......c0ercesenncesscnenss 878.56 
Mountain Retreat ..... rer tt a 1648.73 
Foreign-tongue Mission .........0.eeeeeeeee 468,23 
Horie: MiSsON aqcawws + ues 6s eran sae e™s 1493.62 
Immigrant Mission .....vereccceerereevers 2069.63 
Indi Mission. seas ss wanes ss owaees 4 ewes 6680.48 
Indian Mission Building ........+.e006+ 7219.26 
South American Mission .........e+eeereees 11817.47 
Board, GF SUPPOLE sea evecan s cowasa s eviecwon os 402.64 
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Triglot Concordia. 


Don’t overlook the advance subscription date on this momentous 
work. Till noon of March 31, 1920, the cash-in-advance price will be 
$8.55. If you have mislaid your prospectus or never received it, 
send for one. See that your congregation gets the advantage of the 
advance subscription. ConcorDIA PosLisyiIne House, 

St. Louis, Mo. ° 


Important Notice. 


Kindly consult the address printed on this copy of your WITNESS. 
The bottom line of the‘address shows when your subscription expires. 
(For instance, “Dee 20” signifies that your subscription expires with 
the last number in December, 1920.) If it expires soon, please send 
your dollar (25 ets. additional in St. Louis, Canada, and foreign coun- 
tries) to your agent or to us in ample time to insure our uninterrupted 
service. It requires normally about two weeks before change of ex- 
piration date will show on address plates. 

Be sure to mention the paper you desire, and your name and ad- 
dress, both new and old, if you desire a change in address. No paper 
can be mailed by us unless paid in advance, and if your renewal is 
not received before expiration, your name will automatically drop 
from our mailing-list. ConcorpDIA PusLisHine House, 

St. Louis, Mo. 





Change of Addresses. 


Rev. G. A. Allenbach, 1043 E. Main St., Columbus, 0. 

Rev. W. Becker, 1136 Minnehaha St., St. Paul, Minn. 

Rev. A. W. Brauer, R.1, State Center, Iowa. 

Rev, A. Fahling, Sawyer, Mich. 

Rev. P. Gierke, Melrose, Minn.- 

Rev. O. Heerwagen, Westceliffe, Colo. 

Prof. J. Kunstmann, Avenida Bahia 48, Porto Alegre, Rio Grande 
do Sul, Brazil, 8. America. 

Rev. H. H. Laabs, Withee, Wis. 

Prof. F. Meyer, 929 Concord Ave., Detroit, Mich. 

Rev. J. H. C. Meyer, Box 2, Lethbridge, Alta., Can. 

Rey. E. Moll, 307 E. Doly St., Neenah, Wis. 

Rev. W. H. Roerig, Lamar, Ark. . 

Rey. E. A. Schmidt, Box 503, Bellefourche, S. Dak. 

G. Hilgendorf, 513 Commercial St., Lyons P.0., Clinton, Iowa. 

J. Kueffer, 1109 8, Taylor Ave., St. Louis, Mo, 

E, A. Mueller, R. 3, Boone, Iowa. 

G. Scheiderer, 8020 Quincy Ave. Cleveland, 0. 
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Committee consisting of Prof. Th. Gracbner and Rev, Martin S, Sommer. 
TERMS OF SUBSORIPTION, $1.00 per annum. In St. Louis, by mall or 
carrier, as well as in Canada and all other forelgn countries, $1.25. 
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ALL ARTIOLES intended for publication in the paper should be add 
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Books for Review, should be sent to Prof. ‘Th. Gr ; 
Se Louie ae aebner, 3618 Texas Ave,, 
NBW SUBSCRIPTIONS may begin at any time. 
OHANGD OF ADDRESS Is secured by giving both the ne 
address, and that one week before the change {s desired. ang Tie ale 
AN AGENT is desired in every town. Correspondence invited, 
ORS ee SHRINESS MATTER to Concordia PusLisHina House, 





NX 


\\ 


~~ ¥ } WARE SAAN YY 
RAC ANE QO RAS ’ 
S \\ MI \\ Nq ‘i : 
\ eo a 


OY 
SQ 


Published biweekly by Concordi 
Entered as second-class matter, December 


Oy ‘> 
\ 


h 


SS 





a Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 
20, 1911, at the Post Office at St. Louis, Mo., under the Act of March 38, 1879. 


THIS FND WAST BORN AyD 
imTO INE WOPiD Tw area ~ 
WITNESS UNTO THE TRUTH 1D @FAR 


WS \ \ Ne \ Qa 


ii tex — 


. = ~ \ 
ie) \ \ 
\ \ 


y 


: 
ly 


a atl 5 38 


4 


Subscription price, $1.00 per annum, payable strictly in advance. 


Acceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized on July 5, 1918, 









— 


ten ssa eueeneneeneneeneneseneene 














VoL. XXXIX, ST. LOUIS, MO., MARCH 30, 1920. No. 7. 









ee 





Easter Morning. 


The Easter sun had just begun 

To penetrate the gloom 

That draped the lilies pure and white 
Beside the Savior’s tomb. 


The Marys start with trembling heart 
To seek their sleeping Friend, 

Once more to bathe His precious wounds, 
And love’s last labor end. 


O cruel Cross to cause such loss, 
When hope was raised so high! 
How can He save His people now 
When He Himself must die! 


To calm their fears and dry their tears 
An angel sweetly said, 
“Fear not; for Christ the Cructfied 
Is risen from the dead!” 
Sheboygan, Wis. W. M. CzAMANSKE. 


Christ Our Champion. 


Words of Luther for Our Own Day. Translated for the 
“Lutheran Witness” by the Rev. Prof. Th. Engelder, 


Springfield, Ill. 

Thus says St. Paul, Rom. 4,25: “Christ was delivered 
for our offenses, and wag raised again for our justification.” 
Ah, St. Paul knows how to magnify Christ! Let this master 
tell you for what purpose Christ died, and what you are to 
make of His death. Christ died for our offenses. ‘That makes 
us take the right, the profitable view of the passion of Christ. 
But as it is not enough to know and_ believe merely the 
historical fact that Christ died, even so it is not enough to 
know and believe that Christ rose from the dead with a glori- 
fied body and entered into the glory and bliss of heaven, and 
that death hath no more dominion over Him. ‘That, of itself, 
will benefit me nothing, or very little. But this 1s the thing 
to know, that whatever God does in Christ is done for me 
and is absolutely given to me. so that through the resurree- 
tion of Christ Tam quickened and raised up together with 
Him. Ah, how the heart relishes that! It will not do merely 
to hear it with your ears and talk about it with your lips, — 
it must be driven into the heart. 





We need to be told, of course, that Christ is our example 
and our helper, and that, if we follow Him and cling to Him, 
we shall receive His Spirit and be enabled to suffer with Him. 
But what we need to hear first of all, what goes to the heart 
and yields the real comfort, is this fact: “Christ was raised 
again for our justification.” Now we fully know what John 
the Baptist meant when he testified of Christ and said: ‘“Be- 
hold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world.” John 1, 29. Now we see the prediction fulfilled: 
“I will put enmity between thee and the woman and between 
thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head.” Gen. 3, 15. 
For all those that believe in Him hell, death, Satan, and sin 
are but dead enemies. Now also is fulfilled the promise God 
gave to Abraham: “In thy seed shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed.” Gen. 22,18. The seed ig Christ, who takes 
away our curse, and beats down sin, death, and the devil. 

And this, I would have you know, is brought about by 
faith. For if you believe that by this Seed the serpent was 
slain, it ts slain, as far as you are concerned; if you believe 
that He is the Seed in which all nations should be blessed, 
you have obtained the blessing. For it behooves us, singly 
and individually, to crush the serpent and to redeem our- 
selves from the curse; but that would have been beyond our 
power, altogether impossible of execution. But here an easy 
and simple way is provided: Christ has once for all crushed 
the serpent; He, and He alone, is given us for a blessing and 
a benison; and the Gospel offers the blessing to all the world; 
and so he that believes it and clings to it has obtained it; 
and he is sure that it is as he believes. For his heart has 
laid hold of the Word, and by its mighty power he vanquishes 
death, the devil, and all misery, even as Christ did. God’s 
power 1s in the Word, so much so that one would have to 
vanquish God before he could vanquish the Word. 

So this is the meaning of St. Paul’s statement: “Christ 
was raised for our justification.” He directs our gaze away 
from our sins, he has us fix our eyes on Christ. For if I deal 
with my sins as lying on me, they shall slay me. But see 
what Christ has done: He has taken my sins upon Himself 
and crushed the serpent and,has become the blessing; so 
they no longer lie on my conscience, but on Christ. And 
they set out to slay Him. See how fiercely they assault Him! 
They bring Him down and kill Him! O God, what has be- 
come of my Christ, my Savior? But here comes God and 
wrests Him free and raises Him from the dead; and not 
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only that, but He also exalts Him to heaven, and establishes 
Him as the Ruler over all. What, then, has become of sin? 
There it lies; He has trampled it under foot! So if I put 
my trust in these things, my conscience is clear, even as 
Christ’s, and I know I am without sin. Come on, death ; 
come on, devil, sin, and hell! Ye cannot harm me! Being 
of Adam’s race, I shall presently die; so much they can do. 
But since Christ assumed the burden of my sin and suffered 
death for my sins, they cannot hurt nor harm me. For 
Christ’s strength is too much for them, they cannot hold 
Him; He bursts forth, they are down; He ascends to heaven, 
and rules over all to all eternity. Now my conscience is easy 
and my heart cheerful and gleesome, and no longer do I fear 
these tyrants; for Christ has taken my sins from me and 
taken them upon Himself. But they cannot well remain 
there. What, then, becomes of them? ‘They disappear and 
sink from sight. So, then, since you believe that Christ has 
taken away your sins, this faith renders you as sinless as 
Christ Himself and has vanquished death and the devil and 
hell. They can no longer harm you. (XI, 625. 626.) 


——-—- 


Adoration of the Savior in His Passion. 


( Lord Jesus, Who by Thine holy and innocent suffering 
hast wrought out grace for us poor and lost sinners from the 
Heavenly Father, and purchased us unto eternal life, from 
the depths of our hearts we thank Thee for Thy love, Thine 
anguish and misery, and for ‘Thy vicarious death. We praise 
Thee for Thy holy passion, and we beseech Thee, preserve 
us eternally by Thy love, and grant us grace to realize the 
eternal benefit of Thy redemption with grateful hearts. Cause 
us to be strengthened by the same in faith, and ever to be- 
come more joyful in hope, zealous in love, comforted unto 
patience, consistent in obedience, and die daily unto sin. 
Help, O Lord Jesus Christ, that in the end we may be com- 
forted and rejoice in everlasting salvation by Thy atoning 
sacrifice. Amen. — Ancient Lutheran prayer. 


The Symbolical Books of the Lutheran Church 
and Church Union. 





3. CHURCH UNION. 


The volume in which the Symbolical Books of the 
Lutheran Church are gathered together is known as the 
Book of Concord, and the last of the confessional writings 
which it contains bears the name of the Formula of Concord. 
These names were not chosen at random; for one of the 
main purposes of the Confessions is to bring about concord, 
agreement or unity, in the Church. 

How a Scriptural confession can bring about unity in 
the Church when all other methods prove worse than useless 
was never better illustrated than in the events that led to 
the adoption of the Formula of Concord. 

When Luther had passed to his reward, Melanchthon 
became the theological leader’ of the Church. Gentle and 
timid by nature, he had been braced by the uncompromising 
strength of Luther; but when this influence was removed, 
his natural bent reasserted itself. In the hope of reuniting 
Western Christendom, or at least the Reformed portions of 
it, he wrote treatises so worded that much could be taken in 
two senses. He made the effort, so often repeated since, of 
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bringing about a hollow outward union between people of 
different convictions by having them subscribe to a common 
formula which each could and did accept in his own way. 

This method, by its very nature, could not bring about 
a union in the truth, but it did give birth to a spirit of un- 
certainty, distrust, and disunion in the Lutheran Church 
itself. The adherents of the Augsburg Confession became 
separated into opposing camps, which waged heated dis- 
cussions with each other. Men with secret leanings to Cal- 
vinism gained a foothold in the Church. Rome seemed to 
have grounds to hope that its foes would soon clear the 
situation by devouring one another. 

The threatening danger was overcome largely through 
the efforts of the illustrious Elector Augustus of Saxony, at 
whose invitation the foremost Lutheran theologians of the 
time met and drew up a definition of the doctrine of the 
Augsburg Confession with particular reference to the errors 
and disagreements that had caused trouble within the Lu- 
theran Church. This statement, which became known as the 
Formula of Concord, was submitted to the various Lutheran 
bodies, and the immense majority of the Lutheran Church 
in all lands recognized in it a statement of true Lutheranism, 
and received and adopted it as their own confession. ‘Those 
who had stood firm were strengthened in the faith, the waver- 
ing were confirmed, and many who had been misled were won 
back to the truth. The whole situation was changed. “But 
for the Formula of Concord,” says Dr. Krauth, “it may be 
questioned whether Protestantism could have been saved to 
the world. It staunched the wounds at which Lutheranism 
was bleeding to death, and from being the most distracted 
Church on earth, the Lutheran Church had become the most 
stable.” 

In this manner confessional writings serve a8 a standard 
about which those gather who are one in faith, and by means 
of which the breaking up of the Church into small parties 
and factions is largely prevented. The study of the clear, 
well-weighed words of the Lutheran Confessions has caused 
many a man to see and forswear errors into which his own 
ill-balanced considerations had led him. It is proper and 
self-evident that those who find themselves in agreement with 
the Confessions, and therefore with each other, should join 
forces and give expression to the inner unity that exists be- 
tween them by outwardly uniting in worship and church- 
work. ‘Ihe Confessions, accordingly, are the best'means of 
bringing about church union, and, at the same time, are the 
basis on which such union should be consummated. 

If, however, the Confessions draw together those who 
are one in faith, then, by the same token, they will separate 
and distinguish those who accept from those who reject them. 
Loyalty to the Stars and Stripes binds together all true 
Americans, but also sets them apart from all who do not 
love that flag. Allegiance to the Lutheran. Confessions, not 
only as a doctrinal basis, but as a living principle of church~ 
life, serves as @ bond that unites loyal Lutherans, and thereby 
inevitably becomes a mark of separation between Lutherans 
and non-Lutherans, and between consistent and inconsistent 
Lutherans. ‘To accept the Symbolical Books as one’s own 
confession of the truth means that one rejects all doctrines 
and practises that run counter to it as false and unfounded 
in Seripture. 

To declare one’s acceptance of the Lutheran confessional 
writings is good; to make them operative 0 congregational 
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and synodical life and in church-practise is better. Indeed, 
that is the essential thing. On no other basis can a union 
that would spell the advancement of pure doctrine and sound 
Lutheranism be urged. What men do, speaks louder than 
what they say. ‘There must be no chasm between profession 
and practise. An. while even under the most favorable con- 
ditions there will remain “spots and wrinkles” on the visible 
Church, yet there is a world of difference between such weak- 
ness of Christian practise and a settled policy to permit un- 
Lutheran practises and to tolerate unchristian doctrine while 
professing allegiance to the Lutheran Confessions. Cod 
grant that all who subscribe to our precious confessional 
writings be found more and more willing to make them, 
indeed, the principle of church-work and synodical practise! 
WAYFARER. 


Brother Tight Learns a Lesson as to Synod’s 
Relation to Its Congregations. 


It was a cold, blustery winter night. ‘The first heavy 
snowfall of the season was being blown into drifts by a high 
wind, and it had turned very cold. Mr. Willing, his wife, 
and four children were comfortable in their cozy little home 
with its warm and cheering fires. ‘The baby had already been 
snugly tucked away under its covers for the night. ‘The other 
children had studied their Catechism for the next day at 
school and were seated by the table, playing some games. 
Mr. and Mrs. Willing were in the front room. Mrs. Willing 
was darning stockings for the children, and Mr. Willing was 
reading a book. 

‘Listen, Jim, how the wind is howling! This is going 
to be a very cold night. It is yet early in the evening; you 
had better stir the fire and put more coal on. Surely no one 
will venture out to-night unless he must. I know that I pre- 
fer to remain at home.” 

Just then the bell rang, and the sound of stamping feet 
was heard at the door. 

“Who is that?” said Mrs. Willing while her husband 
went to open the door. : 

It was Mr. Tight, who lived in the country, about 
seventy-five miles away, and who was visiting his sister and 
brother-in-law a few doors from the Willings. His brother- 
in-law was taking stock in business and was not expected 
home until late. Therefore Mr. Tight told his sister that 
he would run over and visit for an hour or longer with the 
Willings, which he rarely failed to do when he came to town. 

After a few inquiries as to the respective families, a few 
remarks, of course, as to the weather, a brief discussion of 
the country’s prosperity and the political situation, the con- 
versation drifted to church affairs, for both were members of 
the church council of their respective churches. 

“This year, 1920,” said Mr. Willing, “is a year that is 
big with possibilities for our Church. Do you realize this, 


Brother Tight? Our Delegate Synod meets this year, the 


Lord willing, in Detroit, and I understand that some very 
great problems will be before us. 1 wish I could attend. 
I was a delegate at the Milwaukee convention, and my eyes 
were opened, as never before, to the great and glorious work 
of our Synod. Brother Tight, I wish you could attend such 
a synod. It would broaden your vision and do you good in 
more than one respect.” 
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“T intend to go,” answered Brother Tight. “I have 
been chosen a delegate from our district.” 

“Tam very glad to hear that. Be sure to take an active 
interest in all the work, help pass good resolutions, and then 
—now listen, Brother Tight, what I am going to tell you — 
and then return home and persuade your congregation and 
the others which you represent in your district to carry out 
Synod’s resolutions. What good will it do for you and others 
to go to Detroit, spend ten days in trying to solve the prob- 
lems before our Church, and enjoy the hospitality of the 
Detroit brethren, if, after all, your congregation and the 
others in our Synod do not follow up the synodical resolu- 
tions by action on their part? What we need in our Synod 
Is more cooperation.” 

“Brother Willing, you are forgetting, I fear, that Synod 
is only an advisory body; that none of the resolutions which 
Synod passes are at all binding upon the congregations, un- 
less, of course, they themselves decide that they should be.” 

“Brother Tight, I notice that you also, as so many others, 
have a wrong conception of the relation of Synod to its con- 
gregations. It is just this wrong understanding which has 
prevented many a good resolution from being carried out, 
and, as a result, our Church has been kept from doing 
its work.” 

“But, Brother Willing, you do not mean to say that our 
Synod has a right to dictate to our pastors and congregations, 
do you?” 

“No, not at all. Listen, I shall explain what I hold to 
be the right position to take in this matter. Wait a minute 
—TI shall read to you the paragraph from our synodical con- 
stitution adopted at Milwaukee and subsequently ratified by 
our congregations. Here it is, on page 45 of the printed 
English copy of the Proceedings of the Thirtieth General 
Convention. Now listen carefully! ‘Article VIT: Relation 
of Synod to its Members. — In its relation to its*members 
Synod is not a governing body, exercising legislative or 
coercive powers. In all matters involving the Christian con- - 
gregation’s right of self-government, Synod is but an advisory 
body. Accordingly, no congregation shall be bound by any 
resolution of Synod that imposes something which is either 
contrary to the Word of God, or that to such congregation 
appears unsuited to its condition.’ This paragraph preserves 
for our congregations the right of self-government. Our con- 
gregations may and shall elect their own pastors and teachers ; 
decide to build churches and schools and parsonages, and how 
much these shall cost, and how the money shall be raised ; 
decide upon the number of services, time of services, lan- 
guage to be used, and so forth; in short, our congregations 
shall take care of their own internal and external affairs. 
In these matters, as, for instance, in the calling of pastors 
and teachers, the advice of Synod’s officers may be sought 
and for obvious reasons ought to be, for it will only be to 
the advantage of our congregations to do so. But neither 
Synod nor any of its officers have in these matters more than 
an advisory privilege, and should never even attempt to dic- 
tate to our pastors and congregations. But listen again, 
Brother Tight! When our congregations unite, as they have 
done in forming a synod, for the purpose of combining their 
effort to do certain work, as, for example, the building and 
maintaining of colleges and seminaries, church extension 
and mission-work, and when these congregations which have 
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so united for a definite purpose, through their representa- 
tives at synodical meetings, in the fear of God and after due 
deliberation and discussion, decide upon a certain course of 
action, then — unless a congregation can truthfully say that 
what has been decided is contrary to the Word of God, or is 
absolutely unsuited to its condition — Christian charity de- 
mands that every congregation contribute its share of prayers 
and work and moneys for the promotion of the good cause. 
It is, to say the least, inconsistent when congregations first 
decide to unite for certain work, and then afterwards, with- 
out good and sufficient reason, refuse to cooperate. Our 
Synod at Milwaukee, for instance, at the suggestion of our 
laymen present, unanimously adopted a resolution that all of 
our congregations ask each one of their members to contribute 
regularly toward the needs of Synod, and that all congrega- 
tions adopt a system whereby this can be effected. But ap- 
parently many congregations have paid no attention to that 
resolution. Ag a result, our Synod again had a very large 
deficit at the end of last year,—the very thing which the 
resolution was to prevent, — and the few congregations that 
complied with Synod’s resolution have been discouraged by 
the large number that did not. If we decide to unite in 
a certain work, we must also unite in paying its costs. That 
is fair, is it not? ‘For I mean not that other men be eased 
and ye burdened; but by an equality.’” (2 Cor. 8,13. 14a.) 

“Brother Willing, I cannot say anything against your 
argument. I believe that you are right. I never looked at 
it in that way. We were always told that Synod is only an 
advisory body. But, while I see that this is true, yet I now 
also see that I made wrong deductions. I failed properly to 
distinguish. I fear that many of our members have made 
the same mistake that I have, and | can well see how this 
interfered with our work. I am glad you enlightened me. 
When I return home, I shall speak of this matter in our 


next congregational meeting. My! it is eleven o’clock. 
I must leave. Good-bye!” 
“Remember me to your family, Brother Tight. When 


you have attended the Delegate Synod at Detroit, stop in 
and see me again. God bless our Church! Good-bye!” 
St. Louis, Mo. J.-H, CG. dRITz, 


Your Confirmation Verse. 


“What Bible-verse did you receive on the day of your con- 
firmation?’ JI asked a young man of nineteen years who lay 
in bed in a hospital. 

“Oh, I don’t remember it.” 

“But, my friend, your confirmation verse is not a verse 
to be forgotten. The verse which your pastor gives you to take 
with you through life you should not forget. It ought to be 
your guide all through life.” 

“Yes, but a person can forget everything,” was the answer 
which I then received. 

Yes, sad to say, a person can forget everything: he can 
forget God’s Word, he can forget vows, he can forget himself. 

That young man had not kept his confirmation-verse. He 
thought it might be hanging somewhere at his sister’s house. — 

You, who are now being confirmed, what will you do with 
your confirmation-verse ? 

It is given you, not to forget, but to retain. Hang it some- 
where in your bedroom near your bed, where you may see it 
when you arise in the morning, again in the evening when you 
retire, and whenever you go to God in prayer. 

Still better: Write this verse deep down in your heart, and 
do with it what the Virgin Mary did with many a word of God: 
“Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart.” 
Luke 2, 19. 
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Editorial. 


Autocracy in the Saddle. 

What is the meaning of these gigantie “drives” conducted 
by the denominations round about us? Wha+ is the compelling 
force that made Methodists subseribe a five-year budget of more 
than one hundred million dollars for church purposes? By what 
means does the Interchurch World Movement endeavor to get 
in line all Protestantism for a $1,300,000,000 drive in April? 
Lutherans are staggered at these tremendous campaigns. Whence 
that power, what the motives, what the methods by which such 
fabulous sums are being sought for the work of the Church ? 
How does such liberality comport with our oft-repeated obser- 
vation that Christianity is at low ebb in the Reformed denom- 
inations ¢ 

One is tempted to give expression to the hope that in these 
grandiose movements there is evidence of a reviving faith and 
of a new confessional earnestness. Much to our regret, we must 
say that in view of certain facts newly come to light nothing 
seems farther from the truth. If the truth must be told in 
a few words, here it is: These movements, with their amazing 
financial drives, are originated and directed by an autocracy 
which for ruthlessness of method and conscienceless employ- 
ment of machine polities casts into the shade not only certain 
Old-World autocracies which figured large in sectarian sermons 


—— — — 








a year or two ago, but also that sinister autocracy of money 


which is now ruling international affairs. Indeed, those may 
not be far from the truth who view the Interchurch Movement 
as a handmaiden of the “invisible kingdom” which is striving 
for world-rule to-day. 

The Reformed sects are in great part trodden under foot 
by a new race of ecclesiastical Ozars, who do not shrink from 
using methods of ruthless oppression to gain their ends. Where 
brutal disregard of constituted church authorities (congrega- 
tional, synodical, episcopal) does not serve the desired end, the 
most adroit machine polities ig applied. But we shall let the 
Reformed people state their own ease. 

The Congregationalists have recently been assessed with a 
five-year budget of fifty million dollars by their National 
Council. This amount from a body no larger than the Missouri 
Synod! The people were not consulted about it. The Congre- 
gationalist says editorially : — 

“It is the boldest and most ruthless piece of autocracy that 
| have ever known. Certain men. whose names | have been unable 
to learn, have for years, or for a lenge time, been devising a scheme 
by which every moral and religious a of the inhabitants of the 
planet shall be investigated and tabulated, and the condition of every 
Protestant in this country learned: this scheme has been taken to 
the National Council, adopted by that body with unthinking haste, 
and in the first months of the new year is to be applied to the Con- 
gregational churches of the nation. 

it will take millions 


“ a 
It calls for an army of paid promoters; se : 
of money, so we are informed, to get it going; and from it in a period 


of five years a grand total of fifty millions is to be raised. It is fur- 
ther hoped that this scheme Will become a permanent force in the 
denomination, and that every five years at least five millions will be 
raised for the use of our several mission societies. 

“Not a word of all this hag been submitted to the churches. 
Probably not one minister jy twenty in this commonwealth knows 
anything about the scheme. Pew. jf any, of the pest-informed lay- 
men in this Church have any idea of the eclossal design. The whole 
thing has been devised by elect spirits, who are as clear of all respon- 
sibility and ability to pay the bills mnant of the Amer- 
ican aborigines. 

“This colossal scheme, devised in seeret, and passed by the gen- 
erously unthinking Nationa] Council, is in Fives months to fall like 


an avalanche upon the unsuspecting churches. This 18 not Congrega- 
tionalism; it is Caesarism, and (: x 


as the poor re 


aesarism gone mad. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. 


Concerning the Methodist Episcopal Church * and its Cen- 
tenary Movement the newspapers have lately carried much 
matter; its pledges of $115,000,000 for five years have interested 
the public. On the methods employed in this drive, Rev. J. A. 
Diekmann, D.D., recently expressed himself as follows: “Many 
of our preachers are thoroughly disgusted with the methods of 
autocratic dictation which the leaders of the Centenary Move- 
ment upon occasion saw fit to adopt. The ministers in many 
cases were treated like tools without power of choice. very 
week a new financial program was flung at them, —‘That’s the 
way you've got to do it!’ —and frequently the ugly threat was 
added, ‘If you don’t do it, see what will happen to youl’ I have 
even heard a bishop say this.” By such methods the pledges 
were extorted from some congregations. And now these same 
Centenary leaders, without any authority from the Church (the 
general convention will be held in May), pledged the support 
of the M.E. Church to the Interchurch Movement and as- 
sumed, as its share, the obligation to raise the fabulous amount 
of $34,485,737, to be paid in during this year!! When the 
Centenary Committee met with the leaders of the denomination 
in Atlantic City (January 7), the Interchurch Movement was 
hardly discussed, the inner ring of “leaders” skilfully keeping 
the matter out of debate. Like obedient children, the meeting 
pledged its support to the scheme. A mouth later the ministers 
met at Cincinnati and in bitter words of censure condemned the 
move. However — the Interchurch behemoth goes right on and, 
with the clergy or despite it, will enlist Methodism in its drive! 

The New Era Movement of the Presbyterians included a 
drive for $19,000,000. The Execeutive Commission of the de- 
nomination (North) has pledged of this money one millon 
dollars towards the expenses of the Interchurch Movement! f 
A clear case of diverting money from the purposes for which 
it was given. Furthermore, without any authority, the I orelgn 
Mission Conference approved of an item amounting to 
$104,000,000 for next year in the Interchurch budget. We read 
that “Mr. Speer urged the secretaries to ratify, even if their 
boards should later rebuke them for rashness.” The Presby- 
terian says: “This whole action smacks of ecclesiastical an- 
archy.” But the Presbyterians will be visited in April, like the 
rest. Furthermore, the Executive Commission has promised 
the sum of $45,000,000 as the Presbyterian contribution 
(North) to the Interchurch Movement. Of this sum, one half, 
or more than $22,000,000, is to be handed over to the Inter- 
church authorities, who cannot be held accountable to Presby- 
terians for one single dollar of this huge amount! In order 
to obtain pledges for the Interchurch drive, says a contributor 
to the Presbyterian, “my poor brethren, who are already over- 
burdened with home movements and unspeakable cares, are 
whipped into line by every conceivable method. known to the 
politician.” Why, says some one, let us appeal this thing to 
the General Assembly (— Delegate Synod). The writer replies: 
“There is no General Assembly! I have been there, and I do 
not want to go again. The profound disrespect of the “Steam- 
roller Group’ for the ‘floor’ is unprintable.” 

When a pastor opposes these movements, he is apt to be 
spotted by the leaders, and “when in the future he is under 
consideration for a position” (a ministerial eall, ete.), “one 
of the leaders will step in with the advice to give such a man 
a wide berth.” The Presbyterian, which reports this as a com- 


* This refers to M. BE. North, called simply “M. EK. Church.” The 
Southern Methodists (called “M. E. Church South”) are a body about 
one half as large as the Northern Chureh, and its financial campaign 
is characterized by greater sanity and spirituality than that of the 
Northern (M. E.) Church, 

+ The total expenses to April 1 are estimated at ten million 
dollars. 
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mon rumor, says that it can hardly believe it true, but if true, 
then “we should throw up both our democracy and our Chris- 
tianity, and slink back to the fears of tyranny and the musts 
and mists of heathendom.” Such attempts at “knifing” the 
editor calls “dastardly action.” 

The Rev. D. I. Rittenhouse of the First Baptist Church, 
Columbus, has characterized the Interchurch Movement in its 
method of operations as “a sort of religious steam-roller” that 
“reduces a pastor to an ecclesiastical general manager,” and 
says that “the preacher who does not fall in line with his own 
denomination which has voted to affiliate with the Interchurch 
Movement will be a victim of the steam-roller.” 

Concerning the activity of the Interchurch Movement, and 
with special reference to the financial campaign slated for 
April, Ford GC. Ottman recently said: “Another Babylon, more 
portentous, more mysteriously potent for evil, more daring in 
blasphemy, more impotent of power to reach up into heaven, 
is looming large on the horizon, and the Church moves on to 
its predicted apostasy.” 

Pastor Wenchel, in an article contributed to this issue of 
Luturran Witness expresses himself somewhat more briefly. 
He says: “This thing is of the devil.” G. 

Our Laymen’s Fund Campaign. — During the second 
half of April the Lutheran Laymen’s League will make an 
energetic effort to complete its fund of $3,000,000 for min- 
isterial relief. It has been customary to compare this amount 
with the funds of forty, fifty, and a hundred million dollars 
which are being collected in the Reformed churches, and the 
argument has been: “If these can collect fifty or a hundred 
million, cannot we collect three?” In view of the methods 
applied in the Reformed Church drives, this comparison cannot 
be any longer admitted. Aside from the fact that these huge 
amounts are not funds or cash collections, but budgets extend- 
ing over five years, the measures adopted in obtaining these 
pledges are radically different from those which our laymen 
have recommended to the congregations. To begin with, our 
L. L. L. has sought and obtained the approval of Synod for its 
work, —a necessary step, where collections of money are in- 
volved, for any movement that can hope for success in our 
Synod. It has announced its object in one clear sentence, 
a sentence so plain that any one knows just what it means, — 
its purpose is to aid our synodical officers in business and finan- 
cial matters. When it proceeded to develop a plan for a large 
endowment fund, it consulted the responsible officers of Synod, 
the President and District Presidents. It has scrupulously 
avoided every measure which might resemble a dictatorial 
attitude. Its literature has been in every way unobjectionable, 
stressing solely the need of the Church, and her duty to pro- 
vide for men who have worn themselves out in her service. 

Contrasts bring out the light. We have every reason to 
feel reassured of the fact that this campaign of ours is indeed 
well-pleasing to God. There has been no transgression of 
authority, and there has been a truly evangelical, Christian 
tone in the appeals for general participation. 

The League asks for a renewal of memberships ($6 and up) 
and for general support in its effort to reach all who have not 
yet contributed. Read what the L. L. L. has to say about these 
objects of the “finish-up” drive through our columns. If we 
all take hold, it requires only a slight effort to put this fund 
“over.” Gq. 

Recognizing That Precious Catechism. — Very high 
praise often has been bestowed upon Luther’s Small Catechism. 
The Lutheran Church has given that little simple book a place 
among its confessional writings. It is still the text-book from 
which every Lutheran is instructed in his religion. There have 
been weak-kneed Lutherans who tried to make some changes in 
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that valuable text-book. Some have tampered with the Third 


Commandment, and many have omitted what Luther said on , 


Confession and Absolution. Before they themselves had even 
learned what, that small volume teaches, these poor people under- 
took to teach Dr. Martin Luther religion. But, praised be God, 
the value of the little Catechism of Dr. Martin Luther is still 
recognized by millions within and without the Lutheran Church. 
The editor of the Lutheran Companion tells us, for instance, 
that he had a conversation with a minister of the Presbyterian 
Church, during which the Presbyterian clergyman uttered a 
very Jeremiad on the moral condition of the people in America 
to-day. When the Lutheran editor asked him, “What can we 
as church-people and as ministers do?’ the Presbyterian an- 
swered: “You Lutherans have shown us to some extent what 
to do. We cannot have any more genuine revivals. People that 
we wish to reach do not come to our services. We must put 
the Catechism into the hand of every child that can read. From 
this time on we must start from the bottom and not from 
the top. You Lutherans have shown us the way. I hope and 
pray that we in our own Reformed Churches will follow your 
example. If we don’t do it, we are doomed.” 

This man has had his eyes opened, he has seen the failure 
of revivals, which attract as the movie shows attract, and cul- 
tivate the desire for entertainment. 

But we Lutherans have not been as diligent and apprecia- 
tive of our blessings as we should have been. We have not 
done the work to which the Lord has called us with that tireless 
earnestness and with that cireumspection which the work de- 
mands. Our sin has not been this, that we clung too faithfully 
to Luther’s Small Catechism, or that we devoted too much time 
to its study. If we need anything, we need more faithful in- 
culeation of the Catechism. No Lutheran pastor and congre- 
gation need make a new experiment with Martin Luther’s 
Catechism. We are long beyond the stage of trying experiments 
with that book. All we need do is to learn that book ourselves 
and teach it to others. Nor are we in danger of lifting our 
Catechism above the Bible, for our Catechism is nothing more 
than the very essence of the Bible itself. Luther’s Catechism is 
nothing but a repetition of Bible-truths, explained and illus- 
trated from the Bible itself. He that learns the Catechism 
learns the Bible. S. 

Our Mission among the Deaf reports on its work during 
1919. There are 69 cities in which we now preach through the 
sign-language. These cities are scattered over 17 States, from 
New York to Oregon. At present there are 8 organized con- 
gregations, with 140 voting members and 319 communicants, — 
all deaf and dumb. <A school for the deaf is conducted at 
Detroit, Mich. At 50 preaching-stations, 236 have become com- 
municants. But in every service, says the report in the Deaf 
Lutheran, deaf attend who are not members. Our missionaries 
also preach in 9 State schools. Last year 17 adults and 
22 children were united with the church through Baptism. 
There are in all about 600 communicants, and these communed 
at the Lord’s Table 1,383 times last year. They have con- 
tributed $3,037.30 to the work which our Synod is doing among 
them. The sum of $15,000 is required for this work in 1920. 

Of all American church bodies, our Synod is surpassed 
only by the Episcopalians, we believe, in the extent of its work 
among deaf-mutes. It is surely a task which should be liberally 
supported by our people. Consider only the affliction of those 
whom we thus try to acquaint with their Savior! To be bereft 
of hearing, to live in an unbroken silence all one’s life, never 
to hear the voice of a loved one, but only to see their lips 
move silently, never to hear a strain of music, and the mind 
unable to grasp the meaning of “Sing unto the Lord a new 
song,” — what is that, “sing’??—to be unable to hear words 
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of comfort in sorrow, or to commune with the mind of dear 
loved one’s by interchange of spoken word, and, above all, to 
be unable to hear the Gospel preached, — that Gospel which 
is for all the world! Is it not our duty to bring it to the deaf? 
And is it not our duty to make good provision for those self- 
sacrificing men, the twelve missionaries whom we now have 
called into this field? Each of them travels thousands of miles 
every year to preach to an average audience of 9 here, 6 at the 
next point, then to 8, then to 10, then to 5, then to 29, or 
(a “big crowd”) to 385, or even 50! Shall we say that the work 
is too expensive? If we would read the Deaf Lutheran (25 cents 
a year, Rev. J. Schumacher, 710 Lafond St., St. Paul, Minn.), 
we would be convinced that the spiritual blessings which have 
even now grown out of this work are past calculation. G. 

Theological Seminaries. — While there has been an 
alarming decrease in the number of students for the ministry 
in all the Reformed Churches, all Lutherans do not utter com- 
plaints of this nature. There was last year an increase in the 
enrolment of all Lutheran theological seminaries except two — 
the Swedish and the N orwegian. The United Lutheran Chureh 
has 301 students, or about one student to every 3,000 confirmed 
members. The Synodical Conference (Missouri-Wisconsin) has 
at present about 600 students, or about one to every 1,300 
members. Compare these figures with those of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. Its membership is about 4,000,000. It has, 
according to the most recent Methodist Year-book, 878 theo- 
logical students, or one to every 4,670 members! In other 
words, if our seminary enrolment maintained the same ratio 
to membership as in the Methodist Church, we would have in 
the Synodical Conference about 175 students preparing for the 
ministry, or in our St. Louis Seminary 116 instead of 400. 

Three considerations seem appropriate in this connec- 
tion: — 

1) We owe the proportionally large number of our students 
mainly to the parochial school. This has frequently been recog- 
nized by General Council Lutherans and others outside our 
Synodical Conference. 

2) The large number of young men preparing for the min- 
istry in our Church are evidence of an almost incomprehensible 
long-suffering of God, whom we daily offend with our luke- 
warmness, our love of money, and our ingratitude for the 
supreme gift of the unadulterated saving Gospel. 

3) If we shall have sufficient graduates for our expanding 
work ten years hence, we must send large numbers of boys to 
our colleges this fall. 

Will these lines reach the eyes of some confirmand who 
will go to his pastor and tell him, “I want to become a min- 
ister” ? G. 

Lutherans in Interchurch? — The World Anti-Church 
Movement lately recorded the participation of Lutherans in its 
financial plans. Under “Lutheran” it lists the Evangelical 
Synod of North America, which is down for $1,946,521. Of 
course, this is not a Lutheran body. The usual confusion. The 
Evangelical Synod is a mixed denomination, its doctrine being 
a hybrid between Lutheran and Reformed teachings. 

A clip sheet informs us that at the Harrisburg conference 
100 Pennsylvania ministers of the United Lutheran Church 
(Merger) attended, and by resolution called upon the United 
Church to arrange for affiliation with the Interchurch. One 
of the pastors went right over to the sectarian gathering with 
this resolution, and was “enthusiastically” applauded when he 
had finished reading. A number of Swedish, Norwegian, and 
Danish ministers in a guarded way expressed their wish at 
Des Moines, Iowa, that, “so far as possible, the Lutherans 
should cooperate.” 

We do not expect the Swedes and the Norwegian Merger to 
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embroil their bodies in this movement. It is quite certain that 
any such move would rend each of these bodies asunder. The 
Eastern Merger has so far in its official utterances preserved 
an attitude of modified aloofness, based on the argument of 
expediency. We are surprised to read that as many as 100 pas- 
tors could be mustered in the State of Pennsylvania to walk 
in the traces of the new spiritual Behemoth. Some of the most 
conservative Lutherans of the Merger are found in certain 
Pennsylvania’ conferences. Rev. Dr. Ott, in the Kansas Synod 
Lutheran, has a significant remark: “Great pressure is made 
by the Interchurch Movement on the officers of the United 
Lutheran Church to line it up with the movement.” A Lu- 
theran report on a meeting of District Presidents of the Merger 
recently stated that some dissension had developed in the ranks 
of the officers, 

It may interest our readers to hear that the Lutherans 
were assessed with $6,366,000 as their share 10 the original 
plans for the financial drive. G. 

The Bible. — The American Bible Society has lately pub- 
lished Lineoln’s celebrated tribute to that Book of God. Lin- 
coln wrote at one time: “I am profitably engaged in reading 
the Bible. Take all of this book upon reason that you can and 
the balance by faith, and you will live and die a better man. 
In regard to the Great Book, I have only to say that it is the 
best book Which God has given to men.” 
This Same Society also quotes the followit 
Sr. Emilio de] Toro, Judge of the Supreme Court of Porto 
Rico: “If T had the privilege of communicating with all of 
e ’ mothers of Latin America for only one moment during my 
lifetime, I would employ it entirely in recommending that they 
place in the hands of their children the New Testament, being 
pushy obtaining for them the most noble and enduring 1- 
henge of all the influences which could exercise themselves 
in ead human conscience of this world.” 
a3 be Lutherans are so accustomed to being urgee ; 

ble that the very familiarity with the admonition ™ y. 
lead us to neglect it. May God preserve us from such sinful 
and foolish neglect! What riches, what treasures, what health, 


what blessings, what superabundant life, what faith, what hope, 


wit happiness, what fulness of joy, what lasting es He 
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at present is very busy; he is not only robbing men and women 
of their precious faith in God’s Word and filling them with 
all manner of ruinous superstitions, but he is also destroying 
their natural reason. He is entertaining the men with his 
theory of evolution and the women with “women’s rights,” and 
while they are all agog trying to follow his magic, he is picking 
their pockets and taking from them their most valued possession. 
What woman in her sound senses does not recognize that no 
ereater earthly blessing can come to her than an opportunity 
to rear her own flesh and blood? ‘To us and to our children has 
God given all this earth. God in His wonderful kindness does 
not only intend that we should have these possessions for a short 
time, but that even our children and children’s children should 
rejoice in them, use them aright, and finally meet us in the 
realms of perfect happiness, there to rejoice with us and our 
Savior. What sad dupes Satan makes of those who allow him 
to cheat them out of the children who in their youth make the 
home ring with their life, and who in later years shed sunshine 
into old age! We have little hope that the selfish and pleasure- 
secking world will learn much from the words of Mrs. Schoff, 
but we do hope and pray that our Christian and Lutheran 
women to whom God would give the precious earthly gifts of 
dear children will ever receive these gifts gratefully. Let them 
in all their toil and self-sacrifice ever remember that God could 
not have ealled them to a higher, more profitable, and more 
blessed work than to the work of rearing children for themselves 
and, above all things, for God. May our Lutheran Christian 
women of to-day, even as their mothers and erandmothers of 
yesterday, ever show to this selfish and insane world examples 
of true God-fearing and sensible women, who cheerfully, aye, 
triumphantly, live for that purpose for which God has placed 
them here on this earth. 5. 

The Church and Politics. — According to the Lutheran 
Companion, the Southern Methodist Conference at Greenville, 
N.C., on Ocetober'28 last year, adopted the following resolution 
relative to the introduction in the United States of universal 
military training: — 

“There is a bill pending before our national Congress 
which, if enacted into law, will require of the youth of this 
country universal military training. This, we believe, would 
foster unduly in our young men, acquainted with actual war, 
a spirit of militarism from which in the past we as a nation 
have been happily free, and against which we should guard 
with a constant jealousy, because we desire nothing that smacks 
of German militarism, even though it bear the name of Ameri- 
can militarism. 

“Furthermore, there is no need of universal military train- 
ing in the interim of war in order to have good soldiers in time 
of war, as our whole past history proves most convincingly by 
the fact that our armies have been uniformly victorious. The 
fighting record of our boys in France, to say nothing of the 
Government’s proud boast that the recent war was fought in 
order to prevent future wars, prove most conclusively that uni- 
versal military training should not be desired and is not needed 
for national security, or for American victory if war should be 
thrust upon us. 

“We, therefore, as a patriotic Christian organization, set 
for the triumph of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, respectfully urge 
our Senators and members of the House to use their high offices 
and personal influence to prevent the enactment of a law re- 
quiring universal military training, or any other law that will 
unduly foster militarism.” 

The Methodist Church has lately expressed much dissatis- 
faction because its membership is decreasing. Earnest pastors 
and laymen are bitterly complaining of the inroads which have 
been made upon its Sunday-school and periodical literature by 
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rationalists. The breach between these Southern Methodists 
and the Methodists of the North has not yet been healed. No 
doubt, they have other problems, and yet they leave all their 
own and urgent business in order to meddle with that which is 
none of their business at all — politics. We heard a Methodist 
bishop publicly accuse some Methodist preachers of preaching 
pacifism before the war and paganism during the war. All this 
is the fruit of a proud and undisciplined activity which does 
not heed the express command and direction of the Master. 
It is not for the Church to advise the Government upon the 
measure of universal military training, because our Lord and 
Master, Jesus Christ, has given us no directions of this kind. 
He has told the Church to preach the Gospel, to teach men all 
things whatsoever He hath commanded them, and thus to per- 
fect the saints and to edify the body of Christ. 

This Methodist body is not the only one among the 
Churches which is interfering with political questions. May 
their example and that of others serve as a warning to Lutheran 
pastors, congregations, and synods to devote themselves wholly 
to that work which our blessed Master has entrusted to us, which 
the world needs more than anything else, and which is more 
than any other work in need of workers, means, and undivided 
devotion. S. 

Six of One and Half a Dozen of the Other. — When it 
was reported that in a mass-meeting of the American Legion 
held at Newark, N.J., December 16, 1919, several speakers 
had called upon members of the order to massacre all Amerij- 
cans who speak German, we were tempted to devote a little 
space in these columns to the incident, quoting from the 
speeches and appending some remarks, as we had done in 
similar eases. Other issues and incidents called for all avaj]- 
able space, however, and the news item from Newark wag 
forgotten. Since that time German papers have “played up” 
the sensational attack of Legionists upon Americans of German 
descent, and we requested one of our Newark brethren to send 
us authentic material. This has now been received, and from 
the voluminous reports on both meetings which featured in the 
incident we shall quote the following. 

The meeting of the Legion was a meeting of protest against 
certain reflections cast upon the Legion by the speaker at a 
gathering of German-Americans the preceding week. The 
Legion had objected to this meeting because newspapers had 
announced that the German language was to be employed, 
Very properly, the Department of State had refused to interfere 
with the meeting, and the Newark police furnished protection. 
There was no disturbance. A week later the Legion met fop 
the adoption of resolutions of protest, and it was at this meet- 
ing that a speaker declared that “God hears no one who prayg 
in German,” “there is no place in America for any one who 
speaks German,” “each one of you is able to whip five Germans; 
do not make it a riot, make it a massacre,” ete. 

At this point let us revert to the meeting which causeq 
such resentment among the Legionists. The affair was a union 
meeting of Protestant and Roman Catholic German-Amerj- 
cans, and its purpose was to raise a collection for famine. 
sufferers in Germany. The speakers emphasized the unity of 
sentiment which actuated both Protestants and Catholics jy 
this effort to obey the “divine Teacher of us all,” by giving 
aid to sufferers. One of the speakers cited Scripture on the 
American Legion. He quoted the words of the unclean spirit, 
Mark 5,9: “Our name is Legion,” citing the context in full, 
and the report says that this reference called forth “considerable 
hilarity.” Continuing, the speaker applied such texts as Actg 
98,27 to the Legion. 

In other words, the speaker at the German meeting had 
flaunted a red rag to the bull, and the results were as related. 
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Shall we say that such provocation justified the inflam- 
matory speeches of the Legionaries? By no means. It would 
be difficult to find words sufficiently severe, either in German 
or English, to characterize the spirit of intolerance and vin- 
dictiveness which found expression in the speeches at the 
Legion mass-meeting. On the other hand, the speaker at the 
German meeting misappropriated words of Holy Scripture in 
his speech against the Legion, and perverted them for an ex- 
pression of unchristian hatred, 

The incident teaches us to be careful in passing Judgment, 
lest we espouse one side in a quarrel in which both sides are 
guilty. Especially in these difficult post-war days it behooves 
us to employ all circumspection, making sure of the facts before 
we yield to impulse. 

Our Secular Press. — For most people the newspaper is 
the daily informant and teacher. We might almost say that it 
is the authoritative and sole daily teacher of the general public. 
Almost everybody reads it, and almost everbody reads it every 
day. Its power is so undisputed that the Pope himself, for 
instance, does not dare to fight it, but has installed very ex- 
pensive machinery to keep the press favorably disposed towards 
His Holiness. Now, what is the character and tendency of this 
mighty factor in our modern civilization? Let us listen to 
some of those who themselves are on the inside of this powerful 
agency, and therefore have an intimate knowledge of its work- 
ings. Walter Lippman, the editor of the New Republic, m an 
article in the Atlantic Monthly, calls attention to the compara- 
tive irresponsibility of the press. He writes: “Tf J lie in a 
lawsuit involving the fate of my neighbor’s cow, J oe &0 0 
Jail. But if I lie to a million readers in a matter involving 
hy and peace, I can lie my head off, and, if I choose the Seca 
in of lies, be entirely irresponsible. Nobody will punish me 
TT lie about Japan, for example. I can announce that every 
Japanese valet is a reservist and every Japanese art, HeORGn® 
mobilization center. J And if there should be 
ap hat with Japan, the more I lied, the ne 
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Christian at all times should remember that its statements, its 
emphasis, its opinions, and its estimates are unreliable and 
very frequently even misleading. What sin and folly for any 
one, then, to spend his leisure in reading its adroitly manipu- 
lated and bewildering perversions, and then declare that he has 
no time to read that pure and holy book, the Bible, from which 
there flows into us the uplifting, .enlightening, and reviving 
divine truth by which we are separated from the vanity of the 
world and given power to conquer its delusions! We may 
consult the newspaper, but we ought to study the Bible. We 
may scan the pages of our dailies, but our souls must feed 
upon the pages of Holy Scripture. The truth is that just 
because we and our people do read and must read the secular 
press, We are so much the more in need of the Bible and of 
the ehurch-paper as an antidote for the poison which we imbibe 
while reading the deceptions and perversions of the world. 5. 
Is Spiritism Nothing but Fraud? — Is Sir Oliver Lodge 
a victim of fake mediums? This statement is made by Mr. R. 
1 Cunningham, who was once a “medium” himself, but now 
gives lectures exposing the tricks of “Spiritualism.” He be- 
lieves that Sir Oliver Lodge, who is now lecturing in the greater 
American cities on spirit-communication, has been duped by 
clever sleight-of-hand performers, and that “there is not a gen- 
wine medium on earth.” Cunningham offers $1,000 to any one 
= can perform a “spirit manifestation” which he will fail to 
imitate, 
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the strange spell came upon them. Now, do you suppose that 
the people on the Coast turned with horror and loathing away 
from practises which caused such dire results? The papers 
state that since these events a perfect craze for Spiritism has 
developed, and that the demand for ouija boards has completely 
exhausted the stocks in the various department stores. 

Years ago, Prof, Theo. Engelder in a synodical paper main- 
tained that while spiritistic phenomena are, as a rule, produced 
by trickery, the genuineness of the phenomena have, in not a 
few cases, been proved beyond the possibility of doubt. Our 
own study of the subject has led us to the same conclusion. 
The evidence is incontestable. Undoubtedly, there is here, at 
least in some cases, actual converse, not indeed with the spirits 
of the dead, but with demons masquerading in such guise. This, 
too, is the opinion of Luther and the teaching of the Lutheran 
Confessions. 

No good purpose is served by denying what are simply 
demonstrated facts. These are the “abominations” against 
which Israel was warned Deut. 18, 10--12. The Bishop of Lon- 
don was right when he recently identified Spiritism with sorcery, 
and uttered the warning: “It is at the peril of your soul that 
you surrender your. will to the possession of unknown and 
doubtful spirits,” G. 








Correspondence. 





INTERCHURCH WORLD MOVEMENT. 


This is undoubtedly a most dangerous movement. It ap- 
peals to popular imagination. The war has made megalomaniacs 
of many. National and even international movements no longer 
satisfy, we must have world alliances, world conventions, world 
pacts. Men are made for big things. 

This Interchurch World Movement has enlisted the influ- 
ence and service of some of the best known and outstanding 
personalities of our day. It appeals to men’s worldly ideals. 
They regard it as the finest thing ever undertaken by the 
churches, as the panacea which will do away with all its ills. 
They imagine that it will eliminate the existing contention and 
bitterness, the rivalry and the overlapping of work; that it will 
mean a tremendous saving of men and money; and that the 
great energy and the tremendous resources of the churches will 
be used in unitedly fighting the devil instead of fighting 
each other. 

Through the Federal Council of Churches I have come to 
know some of the men prominently identified with this great 
movement. Most of them know our stand against it. Recently 
I was, however, asked by one of the innocent ones what I thought 
of it. I told him frankly it seemed to me that the whole business 
was of the devil, and instead of saving the churches, it was 
going to bring on the great final apostasy. Hit a man with 
a ten-pound sledge-hammer, and he could not be more stunned 
than he was. I told him why we opposed it, and why I felt as 
I did about it. The Interchurch World Movement flies directly 
in the face of the principles of the Holy Scriptures, which teach 
us to buy the truth and pledge us to contend earnestly for the 
faith at all cost, and to make no alliance with error. (Prov. 
92,25; Jude3; Rom. 16,17.) This movement is based on sac- 
rificing the truth and ignoring the doctrines of the Word, and 
gives the appearance that it makes no difference what a man 
believes, and that one faith is as good as another. 

The only union that has divine sanction is that which is 
based upon the Truth of God. This movement tacitly approves 
and augments the indifference of our times to the teachings of 
the Bible and purity of doctrine. How ean such churches ad- 
monish their adherents to be faithful to the Truth, loyal to the 
Word of God? The Church is not suffering, as some would 
elaim, from too much doctrine, but from too little doctrinal con- 
viction and devotion to the truths of God’s Word. The visible 
Church has therefore lost its divine power and spiritual stamina; 
‘t ig a weak and powerless affair. There is little or no realization 
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and appreciation of the sanctity and supreme value of the truth 
among the people to-day. The noble sentiment on. the soldiers’ 
monument on the Cambridge Commons is sadly out of joint 
with the present age and the spirit of the churches; it reads :— 
“Tis perdition to be safe 
If for the truth one ought to die.” 


To harmonize it with our age and this big business, it ought 
to be revised to read: — 


‘Tis perdition to uphold the truth 
If in the way it stands of schemes so grand. 


In the light of this movement think of St. Paul and Luther, who 
would make no compromise with error, and refused to enter into 
any alliance with such as departed from the Word of Christ, 
rather choosing death. 

No, this thing is not of God, but of the devil. It is his 
business to ereate a spirit of indifference to the teaching of 
God’s Word, and get men to sacrifice the truth. Unwillingly 
and unwittingly, it may be, yet really and truly, the Interchurch 
World Movement is helping along this work of the devil. 

The devil is also using this movement to direct men’s atten- 
tion and activity away from the supreme task of the churches 
—the preaching of the Gospel and the saving of men’s souls. 
Everything is Interchurch World Movement in sectarian circles 
to-day, the religious and daily press is full of it, the pulpits 
enthusiastically proclaim it, committees are being organized 
far and wide, campaigns are being planned or waged everywhere. 
The movement is stupendously memorialized and universally 
advertised, and the people are being fearfully cireularized and 
almost hypnotized. ‘The great thing to-day is not the preaching 
of the Gospel and the saving of men’s souls, but preaching the 
Interchurch World Movement and bringing in the “millennium” 
on earth. The devil actually has the great mass of churches 
sidetracked and is keeping them very busy gaping after union 
instead of preaching the Gospel of Christ, which is the power 
of God unto salvation. He is a shrewd one. 

The leaders of this movement, as I have learned to know 
them, are men of good intentions, but, unfortunately, they have 
lost their bearings. ‘Their minds are so possessed by certain 
philosophical ideas, the spirit of the age, and worldly ideals that 
they cannot pereeive many of the plain truths and principles of 
Scriptures, nor can they appreciate our stand. My questioner 
listened patiently to all that I had to say. I know down deep 
in his heart he thought, “What narrow and impossible people 
these Lutherans of the Synodical Conference are!” 

The movement is interesting the influential men and active 
church-workers everywhere. Among its national officers are 
some of the most prominent names in the land. It is going 
to cause us trouble, especially in smaller communities, when, 
with the exception of our own, all Protestant churches are co- 
operating. Our aloofness is sure to be criticized and condemned, 
and our Chureh will be antagonized and even perseeuted. The 
advocates are so obsessed by this movement that they are going 

to run to all kinds of extremes. God help us to stand firm like 
St. Paul and Luther! 


Washington, D. C. J. Freperio WENCHEL. 
THE FORTHCOMING POPULAR COMMENTARY 
OF THE BIBLE. 


IV. For Whom is the Commentary Intended? 


This last question of our series is, in a way, the most im- 
portant of them all; for unless the Commentary reaches the 
people for whose use it is intended, all the deliberations of the 
English Literature Board and all the efforts of Concordia Pub- 
lishing House will come to naught. An undertaking of this 
magnitude cannot expect to be successful unless all the people 
in whose interest the work is being done support the project with 
all the loyalty which it deserves. And since this Bible explana- 
tion is the first of its kind in America, so far as the plan and 
the scope of the work is concerned, the publishers are confident 
that the Christian people of the country, especially the members 
of our dear Lutheran Church, will welcome the opportunity to 
possess and to use the commentary. 

As its title indicates, the majority of those that will want 
to have the Commentary are the average members of our con- 
gregations, men and women, young men and young women, that 
have had the usual training in a good Christian day-school, or 
such as have taken the course of preparation given in our 
Chureh before admission to Holy Communion. Whether all 
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these people have had their religious training in the American 
language or not, most of them have a knowledge of English 
sufficient to enable them to read such papers and books as are 
commonly read by the graduates of an elementary school. The 
language of the Commentary is not so difficult as that of the 
average American newspaper, and but little knowledge of theo- 
logical terms is presupposed. The purpose of the Commentary 
being to lead to the understanding of the Bible, the language 
bears this aim in mind at all times. The object of the Com- 
mentary does also not include the exhaustive treatment of all 
points that may be suggested by the text. The words of Serip- 
ture as they are written should be opened up, and the drawing 
of deductions, far-fetched as some of them are, is not the writer’s 
business. The Bible should speak for itself. 

If every reader of these lines keeps these facts in mind, he 
will understand also the following statement taken from the 
prospectus : — | 

The Popular Commentary is intended for every Christian, 
especially every American Lutheran, in his daily study of the 
Bible: it is based upon the Scripture-text only, but with con- 
tinual reference to the exposition of Luther and the Lutheran 
Confessions; it is entirely in the English language; the dis- 
course is connected, the Bible-text being interwoven with the 
Commentary; all historical, geographical, archeological, and 
scientific references are explained. 

Every housefather ought to possess the Commentary for use 
in home devotions: we should not insult the Lord by giving 
Him only a minute a day, but the sections are brief enough for 
short devotional exercises or, if preferred, single verses or sen- 
tences may be chosen for one lesson, since most of them are 
paragraphed., 

The Commentary aims to serve every teacher in Christian 
day-schools and Sunday-schools: the presentation is brief and 
compact, but takes up every point of the actual text in an 
intensive manner, and serves as the basis for more extensive 
exposition. 

And, finally, the Commentary wants to serve every pastor, 
especially every busy pastor: the exposition is entirely from the 
Greek and Hebrew text, the chief peculiarities of language and 
grammar being carefully noted and the latest lexicographical 
researches on the basis of newly discovered papyri and archeo- 
logical excavations being freely consulted; the footnotes con- 
tain references for further study, and the bibliog ‘aphieal in- 
dications will serve for even exhaustive work; the special 
articles are sufficiently extensive and comprehensive for all 
ordinary references. 


St. Louis, Mo. P. E. KReETZMANN. 


THE MORALITY OF THE STAGE. 


A Baptist preacher, noted for his emphatic stand, assailed 
the morality of the modern stage. In his letter to Daniel Froh- 
man, the famous theatrical producer, he declined to take part 
in the Actors’ Armistice Day celebration at the Church of the 
Heavenly Rest (“Little Church around the Corner’) on the 
grounds that the moral standards of the stage in general were 
utterly deplorable. Several actresses, noted Broadway stars, 
made caustic reply. They came back with the old threadbare 
argument about the art of the “human form divine,” and that 
“it is only the evil-minded who sce evil in art. It is not, the 
scanty clothing that is immoral, but the spirit im which it is 
taken.” Another specious argument was that it is not fair “to 
accuse the theater of being immoral because it gives the public 
what the public demands. It is the public that is immoral, not 
the stage.” 

Commenting editorially on the letter of the Baptist 
preacher, the New York Globe writes that “the modern stage 
probably deserves the epithets heaped upon it. It is a com- 
mercial enterprise, in which art is sacrificed to dividends, and 
its uplifting effect on the morals is none too apparent.” It puts 
the blame for the “aesthetic and ethical obliquities” of the stage 
upon the managers and producers. “So long as follies, scandals, 
gayeties, and passing shows are gilt-edged investments, and a 
play with no more than a normal proportion of sex appeal is 
a gamble, the financier-producer will go on defying eriticism” 
such as made in the letter referred to, “meanwhile making ex- 
cellent profits and excusing his low standards by allusions to the 
taste of the public.” 

To talk of art on the modern stage is absurd. And to 
plead that “scanty clothing” is not immoral, except to the evil- 
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minded, is nothing but delusion. What human heart is there 
that is pure? If you know that such attire appeals to the spec- 
tators just because of its salacious suggestions, and you cater 
to that kind of a demand just because “sex and broad humor” 
draw the crowds and pay at the box office, the exhibition is im- 
moral, drawing forth everything that is base in the human 
heart. To speak of the modern stage with its parlor-bedroom- 
and-bath plays as an uplifting influence on society is ridiculous. 
And every review of nearly every play put on the boards em- 
phasizes the folly of such a claim. 

Every earnest Christian who declines to have anything to 
do with the modern stage and its associations will be denounced 
as “Just old-fashioned, with old-fashioned ideas.” But he is no 
more old-fashioned and behind the times than the Bible, which 
declares that out of the depraved heart of man come forth evil 
thoughts. Neither can the sensuous spirit of the modern stage 
lay any great claim of being more advanced than the Bible. 
The heart of man has remained the same, and has become no 
purer with the centuries. And the Bible lays that human heart 
bare in all its hideousness. “The imagination of man’s heart 
is evil from his youth.” What good can come out of the de- 
praved and unregenerated heart? The handmaid of the devil, 
the world, is the same old worker of iniquity, deluding men to 
believe that immorality is not immorality. Resentment. by the 
stage because its morals are touched?! “A fool’s wrath is pres- 
ently known; but a prudent man covereth his shame.” 


Brooklyn, N. Y. G. FE. Hageman. 


IS THERE MUSIC OF THIS KIND IN YOUR HOME? 


Did you ever look over the music on display in the average 
big store down-town? Did somebody ever ask you to stop at the 
music-counter, and buy a piece of sheet-music? You went to 
the store mentioned. You had no difficulty in finding the music- 
counter, for a serious youth, with a megaphone placed to his 
mouth, was singing as though his heart would break. We heard 
just such a one to-day. He had a tremendous voice, and he slid 
from note to note exactly like the steam siren-whistle on the 
fire station in a small town. The song into which he was throw- 
ing his whole heart was entitled, “All Those Quakers are Shoul- 
der Shakers, Dow-un in Qua-kur Town.” Then he turned the 
megaphone right to our ear and bawled dismally, “Brother 
Hawlsey with the palsy, you-u re-mem-bur him. He’s the man 
who first began to tee-each them how to shim.” 

If you have had such an experience, it is probable that at 
this point a dapper youth stepped up to you and asked, “Do you 
wish a saxophone to-day? We have them from fifty up. Selling 
lots of them. Great for jazz, y’ know. Have ’em on time if you 
wish.” ‘Then you replied that you were not interested in saxo- 
phones, but would like to see a selection entitled Valse Rtude, 
by Saint-Saens. You were turned over to a girl clerk. “Wot 
kind of a waltz was that? I never heard of that one,” she said, 
looking dully at you. Mechanically she spread out a number 
of selections that at present are all the rage. You looked at 
the music curiously. “Meet Me in Bubble Land,” “I’ll be Your 
Baby Vamp,” “You Can’t Make Your Shimmy Shake on Tea, 
“Who Played Poker with Pocahontas when John Smith Went 
Away?” and a few other selections of like depth of thought. 

You told the clerk somewhat testily that these would hardly 
do, but that you would like to get the Valse Hiude, Opus 52, 
No. 26, in five flats, by Camille Saint-Saens. She called to an- 
other clerk, “Irene, this gen’leman wants a waltz called ‘Saint 
Sandsus Five Rag-time Flats.” “Oh, he means the ‘Sand 
Dune Fox-Trot,’” was the reply, and a piece of music showing 
on the cover several young persons in diaphanous drapery was 
laid before you. You repeated the name of the Valse Btude 
very distinctly, and the clerk shook her head. “No, I haven't 
that one to-day, but here’s a piece that’s terribly good. T know 
you'll like it. It’s the biggest hit of the season. They're all 
singing it.” You looked in astonishment. Before you lay a 
piece of music, with cover of most flaming red and blue, art 
of the comic valentine style, showing a lewd woman, with an 
exceedingly evil countenance, and dressed in Oriental harem 
costume. The name “Dardanella” was printed in bold letters 
across the top. oe 

The soulful youth, with owlish eyes, was meanwhile singing 
a diabolical bit of sentiment about a Turkish harem. You 
caught the words, “Every sultan on his throne has a harem all 
his own; when they see him wave his hand, they wiggle to beat 
the band.” Then he continued, “Shimmy artists they’d not 
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make,” and with a significant simper he added, “But there are 
other things they shake, i-in Sudan.” You noted that the eager 
crowds were buying this ghastly production. The spring musical 
tastes seem to run strongly to songs of the Turkish harem. You 
counted eleven of them on display. One, entitled “Karzan,” 
showed on the cover a wretchedly executed picture of three 
Arabs on misshapen camels. In the background was a Moham- 
medan mosque, and behind this towered a gigantic female figure 
in very scanty Turkish dancing costume. You opened another 
piece of music, and read these words, “Vamp until you cramp, 
shake a wicked knee.” <A third one told the story of what 
seemed to be a divorced woman, who spurned the efforts of her 
erstwhile husband toward reconciliation, —“You didn’t want 
me when you had me, so why do you want me now?” Another 
of like character, only worse, was entitled “In Reno Town” and 
yet another told of “My Pajamah Girl.” Then you hurried out 
of the oppressive atmosphere of the store, seeking the fresher 
air of the street. 

No, reader, this is not an imaginary story. We collected 
each and every one of these titles and quotations to-day on a 
pad of paper as we stood with the crowds around the music- 
counter in a down-town store. They are the popular song-hits 
of the season. You can find them, just as we have quoted them, 
in your local musie stores. 

The popular music of to-day baffles all attempts at deserip- 
tion. You might call it shattered harmony, jazzed harmony, 
or no harmony at all. It is jerky, syncopated, and based upon 
the lowest element in music, namely, rhythm. And it is the 
rhythm of the African tom-tom player. It is highly colored 
with the wriggling, licentious musie which is the undercurrent 
of the worst things in the Orient. It reminds one of the Pike 
or the Midway at the World’s Fair. To-day we have this iden- 
tical thing on the pianos, player-pianos and talking machines 
in our front rooms. If the words are not blatantly vulgar, this 
popular music and its words are as senseless as the jargon of 
the inmates of the State hospital’s incurable ward. Take these, 
for example: “My patootie, sweet patootie Sal,” “The girl with 
the wriggly-wriggly eyes,” “Yama-yama blue,” “I’m forever 
blowing bubbles,” and “Shake, rattle, and roll, and who’s got 
me?” Would any one in his right mind utter such a diablerie 
of nonsense ? 

Why will parents allow their sons and daughters to sing 
vulgar doggerel that contain references to the Turkish harem, 
or make light of adultery? There was worth in the songs of 
long ago. But each year this popular trash grows worse and 
worse. It is based largely on nasty, illicit sentiment, and is 
degradingly suggestive beyond words of description. When the 
cubist art rage was on, we used to visit the art museums, and 
think the world gone mad. People stood, gazing rapturously at 
a highly colored bunch of shingles flying in the midst of sundry 
brilliant geometric designs, all of which was labeled, “Poppy 
Field at Sunrise.” But that was innocent when compared with 
the silliness and downright immorality of the average popular 
musie of to-day. Is there something wrong with our mental 
and moral natures ? 


Cleveland, O. I. R. Wesper. 


NOTES AND NEWS. 


The Walther League has undertaken a Dollar Collection for 
the support of our Sanitarium for consumptives at Wheat 
Ridge, Colo. The Sanitarium must either build a large pavilion 
this summer or discontinue its work. The tents now in use 
cannot last another winter. Undoubtedly our young people will 
succeed in raising a sufficient amount to put this splendid 
undertaking upon a sound basis. 

The American Lutheran Publicity Bureau announces that 
henceforth all tracts in stock and yet to be printed will be given 
av ay free. It requests that our congregations expend monthly 
or annually a sum on the distribution of tracts. By contribut- 
ing to the “Free Tract Fund” of the Bureau, the congregations 
would furnish the capital necessary for a policy of free distribu- 
tion. The Lutueran Wityess has often stressed the value of 
tract-mission, and it has announced many valuable tracts which 
have been published by the Bureau. <A supply of these is still 
on hand. Address American Lutheran Publicity Bureau, 22—26 
E. 17th St., Hartford Bldg., Room 831, New York City, N. Y. 

The students of Concordia Seminary, Springfield, Ill., have 
decided to publish in book-form the Commentary on the Proof- 
texts of the Catechism which has appeared in the Theological 
QYuarlerly in a series of instalments which commenced in 1898. 
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The book will comprise about 250 pages, and the subscription 
price is $1.62. Address P. Hilgendorf, Concordia Supply Com- 
pany, Concordia Seminary, Springfield, Ill. 

Lutheran Noonday Services were again held during the 
Lenten season at a down-town theater in St. Louis. Pastor 
Louis A. Linn, of Saginaw, Mich., was the speaker of the first 
week. The speakers for the following weeks were Pastor H. B. 
Hemmeter, of Rochester, N. Y.; Pastor J. W. Behnken, of 
Houston Tex.; Pastor O. C. A. Boecler, of Chicago, Ill.; Pastor 
H. W. Bartels, of Fort Smith, Ark.; and for Holy Week Prof. 
R. W. Heintze, of Bronxville, N. Y., has been invited to serve. 
Special music was a feature of each service. Every Friday the 
sermon was based on a Lenten text. Free tracts were again 
distributed. ‘The services were conducted under the direction 
of the Lutheran Publicity Organization of St. Louis, and the 
expenses are paid by individual members from our congrega- 
tions. The attendance was most gratifying to the energetic 
pastors and laymen who have for the fourth time succeeded in 
drawing multitudes of outsiders to a series of fine sermons ex- 
cellently delivered, and holding forth, every one of them, the 
unadulterated Gospel. The atidiences were made up of down- 
town shoppers, of shop and office employees, and of business and 
professional men. Of course, our own people furnished a large 
portion of the attendance. The audiences averaged about 800, 
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GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH, PORTLAND, OREG. 
Dedicated January 11, 1920. 


ST. JOHN’S COLLEGE, WINFIELD, KANS. 


Colleges have their periods of joy and sorrow, much like 
a family; in fact, the relation of teachers and students in our 
synodical institutions is similar to that of parents and children. 


To the days of gloom at our college we count the influenza 
epidemic, which at once assumed a malignant type, and neces- 
sitated the closing of the college for two weeks in February. 
Two boys took pneumonia, and each had to undergo an operation 
for pleurisy complications. Sad to say, we must also record the 
death of one of our students. Miss Martha Beltz, of the Busi- 
ness Department, left for her home in Bazine, Kans., immedi- 
ately on close of college. There she took the influenza and suc- 
cumbed to pneumonia. Her pastor testified that she died a 
Christian’s death, with a cheerful confession of her faith in her 
Savior. A memorial service was held in the college chapel on 


March 3. 


Let us turn to days of sunshine and joy.— We lately wel- 
comed among us the venerable President of Synod, the Rev. F. 
Pfotenhauer, of Chicago. Our local Board of Trustees met with 
him. Let us cull from the minutes. Two homes for professors 
are in course of erection; built of hollow tile and stucco, they 
will be a eredit to college and Synod. They oceupy building 
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sites on the block adjoining our campus on the west, this entire 
block being acquired by friends of the college, an action sane- 
tioned by the Kansas and Texas Districts. There is room for 
eight professors’ homes.—An additional professor is to be 
called, who is to instruct mainly in scientific branches. — Our 
enrolment this year is 180, of which number 52 are business 


students. With very few exceptions all our students are from 
Lutheran homes. 


I see the editor reaching for his scissors, and I admit it’s 
not fair to crowd others from the floor. But one more word: 
We would like to communicate with parents of prospective 
students. A. W. Meyer. 


Religious Press. 





A RELIGIO-COMMERCIAL SYNDICATE. 


(Eptrortat, Note. — This article was written for the Lutheran 
Companion, an organ of the Swedish Augustana Synod, by Prof. 
C. J. Soedergren, professor of Augustana Theological Seminary, Rock 
Island, Il. We reprint it with some omissions. The italics are 


our own. The article is well written and deserves the most careful 
attention.) 


The tendency at present is to effect a great combination 
of church organizations. And the Mammon-ruled world is by 
devious ways assisting and abetting the Church in “getting to- 
gether.” It is even indirectly financing the movement. Even 


charity on a large scale is employed as a means to secure the 
same ultimate ends. 


As a consequence, the world is gradually securing power 
over the aggregation, eventually to use it for its own purposes. 
Financial vmperialism controls the governments of the world. 
The neat step is to incorporate the coming church-combination 
in uts machinery. 

In other words, improvement to humanity is to come 
through inereased material prosperity.. Money is the real power 
by which mankind is to be delivered out of its present bondage. 
And this is becoming the faith of the Church as well, as repre- 


sented by its leaders, clerical and lay, especially its Big Business 
and Masonic members. 


The tentacles of this octopus are slowly reaching out 
through the secular press. One by one even our church period- 
icals are being entangled by this designing cuttle-fish, — which 
does not forget to ink its waters to conceal its exact location. 
These periodicals —only a few as yet—are enabled, by the 
cooperation of friends and‘by various business arrangements, 
to inerease their mailing-lists. After a while these periodicals 
will be dictated to by these same interests and have no choice 
but to obey. In the mean time a subtle virus in solution 1s 
coursing through the veins of the reading public. Even editorial 


passes and clerical half-fare permits are doing their intended 
work, | 


Are we suspicious of everybody and everything? Not at all. 
And, least of all, of the innocent public, the long-suffering 
public, the eventual victims. Many of the leaders themselves 
are deluded into believing that they are “rendering God a 
service.” But we know by experience that the spirit of the 
world is not a friend of the Spirit of God, that the object of 
the former is not the glory of God and the salvation of souls, 
and that it is a sad delusion to imagine that the mere accumu- 
lation of numbers will insure the Christ-life of the Church, — 


that a gigantic ecclesiastical trust, subject to the world-power, 
spells “salvation.” 


Organization does not remit or purge of sin; it does not 
correct unbelief; it does not plant the cross of Christ in human 
hearts; it does not produce repentance and faith. All history 
proves that the most highly organized Church is the Church of 
deepest decay,— that combination of weakness with weakness 
does not make strength, nor the addition of bad to bad make 


good. What, then, is the gain? It is the error of a fatal 
blindness. 


Multiplying by mere mathematics churches affected by the 
decay of lodge religion, e. g., is not a panacea for our ills. It is 
the mistake of trying to save decaying apples by filling the barrel 
with more decaying apples. Why are so many of our church- 
papers so strangely silent with regard to the doctrines of @ 
Christless religion, but fanatically zealous about fraternizing 
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with “brethren” who are grandly and nobly tolerant in “disci- 
pline”? This is “unionism” with a vengeance. Or must great 
ecclesiastical syndicates not be sticklers where “non-essentials” 
are concerned, nor over-scrupulous where only “a little group 
of wilful men” choose to stand in the way of greater ends? 

A Umwersal Church in connection with a League of Na- 
tions, dominated by financial imperialism, is the present pros- 
pect. A Federation of Governments, subsidized by the money 
power, and sanctioned by a Church of the World, is the direction 
in which we are tending, —a huge monopoly in absolute control 
of the property, earnings, consciences, and lives of men. The 
unpublished events of every day are proving that even now the 
time has arrived when “no man shall be able to buy or sell, save 
he that hath the mark, even the name of the beast.” 


Possibly the Church of Rome will furnish the organization 
that is needed for the incarnation of this “Climax of Civil- 
ization.” This is the present indication. And human efforts 
—in the rare instance where they are brought to bear — are 
unavailing to check the movement in that direction. Perhaps 
God has pronounced His judgment on an age that has refused 
to listen to His voice and hence has become blind to the rssues 
of the day. Perhaps such a consummation enters into the per- 
missive providence of God, to balance, check, and circumvent 
the defection of an apostate Church and generation. 


But Babylon is drawing her daughters around her in prep- 
aration for her final doom. By what means her destruction 1s 
to be effected none can say. It may be by a sudden upheaval 
from below, a voleanic social eruption, that is to bury the glory 
of a second and greater Roman Empire in its lava and ashes, 
— to be itself “judged,” in turn, by “sorer punishment,” because 
it “hath trodden under foot the Son of God.” Or it may be by 
some other “scourge of God.” The modern world had two — 


and only two— nations of trained warriors. Germany was the. 


Japan is the other! 

Meanwhile, where do you and I stand? Where does the 
Church of our heritage stand? What are our “alliances” ! 
What is our faith? And to whom do we profess allegiance at 
this tide in the affairs of men? The machinery of a gigantic 
combine will not deliver us out of our Babylonian Captivity. 
To Christ alone — the crucified, resurrected, and living Son of 
God — “is given all power in heaven and on earth”! 


one. 


SHALL THE LUTHERAN CHURCH ENTER POLITICS? 


To state it mildly, it was most unfortunate that Judge 
Wendel, according to the press reports, in his speech at a dinner 
of the Lutheran Society in February, declared that if the Ger- 
man Lutherans of the city would use their voting power, they 
would in a few years be able to elect a mayor and have a police 
commissioner appointed to their liking. Such a notion 1s wholly 
preposterous. But it is just such misguided talk which, when 
reported in the daily press for the edification of a general public, 
already to a considerable degree wrongfully antagonistic to the 
Lutheran Church, hurt and damage Lutheranism and prompt 
ill-informed sectarian preachers to call us “dirty Lutherans,’ 
as was done in the New York Times shortly after, though not 
in this connection. We have ourselves to blame if we allow such 
statements to be made without correction, and permit others to 
misjudge us accordingly. 

As Lutherans we cannot have the remotest thought of elect- 
ing a man to the mayoralty of this city just because he 1s a 
Lutheran, or because he will do justice to our Church. We fear 
the Reformed idea of having churches engage in politics has 
infected some Lutherans, When we cast our votes for one can- 
didate or another, we are not exercising our vote as German 
Lutherans or any other kind of Lutherans, but as plain Amer!- 
can citizens. Our church affiliation has nothing to do with this 
matter, outside of the fact that we Lutherans base our obedience 
to, and support of, the Government on the clear command of 
the Word of God. We Lutherans must hold firmly to the fun- 
damental principle of separation of Church and State. If we 
Lutherans do not, who will in the face of the confusion that 
reigns elsewhere in this matter? No doubt, many of our Ger- 
man people feel keenly the abuse they received in the last years. 
But to show a spirit of resentment, and to do that under the 
name of Lutherans, will do no good. Lutherans of German I- 
clination can well afford to exercise forbearance. If we may 
use a homely expression, do not let the cart run away with the 
horse. — New York Lutheran. 
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Lutheran Gaunen’s League. 





(EprtortAL Nore. — By arrangement with the L. L. L. Campaign 
Committee, this column is supplied by Rev. R. Jesse as Special Cam- 
paign Correspondent.) 


L. L. L. Three Million Dollar Endowment Fund. 


Recapitulation of Contributions Received in the Treasurer’s 


Office. 


(February 28, 1920.) 


| 
| 




















tA 

paz Bee ee Oe 
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l. Atlantic..... 29,931 $179,586.00  $102,376.1 57.1] 8 
2 Breil os se _ —_- — 
3. Cal.-Nevada.. 7,595 45,570.00 43,469.00 95.4 2 
4, Canada...... 7,637 45,822.00 14,037.58 30.6 19 
5. Central...... 61,877 371,262.00 263,969.74 Tha 7 
6. Central Ill... 23,110 138,660.00 124,141.86 89.5 3 
7. Eastern..... 26,780 160,680.00 83,686.07 62.1 10 
8. English...... 27,467 164,802.00 76,197.59 462 1) 
9, LOWS bacas 26,974 161,844.00 166,554.76 102.9 i 
10. Kansas...... 20,845 125,070.00 98,025.27 78.4 5 
ll. Michigan... . 50,469 302,808.00 135,091.42 446 12 

12 a, Minnesota*.. 46,458 278,748.00 125,209.13 40.3 
12 b. Minnesotat.. 6,512 39,072.00 2,930.00 , “ve 14 
13. Nebraska.... 29,138 174,828.00 131,454.80 75.2 6 
14, N.Dak.-Mont, 10,514 63,084.00 16,402.95 26.0 20 
15. Northern Ill. 72,599 436,594.00 135,179.50 30.9 18 
16, North’n Wis. 30,798 184,788.00 31,340.03 17,0. 22 
17. Oreg.-Wash.. 4,556 27,336.00 9,891.80 36.2 16 
18. South Dakota 7,497 44,982.00 38,795.27 86.2 4 
19. Southern.... 7,926 47,556.00 10,155.79 214 2) 
20. Southern II]. 15,302 91,812.00 37,616.56 410 13 
91, . Texags was: 9,957 59,742.00 19,727.22 33.0 17 
92. Western..... 43,149 258,894.00 145,676.41 56.3 iY) 
23. Wisconsin 8. 44,576 267,456.00 100,792.43 or . 15 





Totals: 611,666 $3,669,996.00 $1,912,623.36 


* Less Canada. Canada only. 


NOTES. 


Above is submitted the tabulated report of contributions 
toward the Endowment Fund as made by the various Districts. 
It should serve as an incentive to all to fill their quota while 
giving information about amounts contributed and amounts yet 
to be lifted. 

The sum total of receipts acknowledged is $1,912,623.35. 
The barometer stands at the $1,946,274.07 mark. The difference 
of $33,650.72 in favor of the Fund was made up by the coupons 
clipped from the bonds on hand and added to the Fund. Thus, 
despite expenses, there is more money on hand than the actual 
face value of contributions made. 

The Iowa District still holds the double record of having 
been the first to fill its quota and occupying first place in the 
standing. 

Three Districts are within easy striking distance of the 
top, namely, the California and Nevada, the Central Illinois, 
and the South Dakota Districts. 

The Kansas and Nebraska Districts have been leading each 
the other at various times during the campaign, and both have 
shown considerable activity. 

The English District, too, has been steadily climbing. From 
thirteenth place in September and October it reached twelfth 
place in December, and now holds down the eleventh place in 


the standing. 

Ten Districts have passed the half-way mark. 

The membership of the L. L. L., including all contributors 
of $6 or more, has passed the 56,800 mark. 

Whatever things remain to be strengthened, the magnitude 
of achievements should fill our hearts with gratitude toward 
Him who has blessed with a bountiful hand. 
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A Word to L. L. L. Members. 


Shortly before Christmas a letter of greeting and thanks 
went out to all L. L. L. members. Never a word was spoken to 
solicit renewal of memberships. It was just a report of work 
accomplished and results achieved, because each member was 
entitled to such a report. But hearts were so stirred by the mag- 
nitude of success thus far achieved that enthusiastic letters 
came in at once, bringing renewals of membership voluntarily, 
and urging the perpetuation of the League by soliciting re- 
newals and ever more new memberships. 

Quite natural! None are more interested in the work than 
the members of the body. They have prayed for the success of 
the campaign and for God’s blessings upon each hand that 
helped. They look forward with delight to the day in June 
when their body can make Synod a gift of the largest collection 
ever lifted in the annals of our Synod. They look beyond that 
day fully conscious that long after every worker in this cause 
rests from his labors the work that has been wrought will still 
continue to dry the tears of orphans and to take care away 
from bleeding hearts. 

Can any one of them afford to lose his membership at this 
very time when the goal is within reach, the long-looked-for day 
in June at hand? Can you afford not to be a member of the 
body for which you sacrificed and prayed at the very time when 
the fruits of its labors are to be placed on the altar? The cause 
and your own work appeal to you not to fail now! 

You know the renewal amount. It is $6 to $24 for the 
Regular, $24 for the Contributing, $50 for the Sustaining, or 
$100 or more for the Patrons’ Membership. Select yours, give 
the amount with your name and address to your congregation’s 
campaign treasurer or manager on or before Rally Day, 
April 18, 1920. j 

What! Again? 


The church-worker has heard the exclamation before. This 
‘time, however, it comes not from the lips of one who insists that 
“the Church is always asking for money.” It is the exclamation 
that fell from the lips of the surprised L. L. L. official who 
opened the letter that ran thus: “Z'his is my fourth contribu- 
tion” (the italics are our own). Better still: “This is my 
fourth contribution in this second drive.” And that is not to 
be all. “TI hope to make a larger contribution before this drive 
is closed. This is a new year, and for years I have made it 
& point to contribute for various church purposes a tenth or 
more of my income, and I have found a great deal of pleasure 
in doing it.... If the members of our Lutheran Church could 
be induced to contribute the tenth part of their income, we 
would be able to work wonders and have well-paid ministers and 
teachers.... Personally I am acquainted with quite a number 
of persons who give a tenth, and most of them enjoy it so much 
that I think they will keep it up for life.” 


Kxactly! When a person has learned to give according to 
his means, he finds pleasure and enjoyment in it, and the Lord 
sees to it that he has something to give. The letter is worthy 
of imitation. Has God blessed you with ability? Has your 
congregation fallen short of its quota? God bless the individ- 
uals who will come forward according to ability! 


You— Your Congregation 
and 
The Lutheran Laymen’s League 
$3,000,000.00 Permanent Endowment Fund. 


_,_ The above is a very helpful tract for follow-up work pub- 

lished by the L. L. L. Campaign office, 139 N. Clark St., Room 
1515, Chicago, Ill. By prompt application congregations may 
still secure the desired amount of copies gratis to help them 
make Rally Day a success. 


To L. L. L. Workers, Treasurers, Etc. 


The L.L,L. Campaign office (see address above) has on 
hand a supply of solicitor’s receipt books, as well as a quantity 
of congregational treasurer’s report blanks which will be fur- 
nished upon request in any desired quantity. The LL, L. 
Treasurer in Milwaukee much prefers to have the lists that 
accompany remittances made out on the regular L. L. L. form. 
These are specially prepared, and if used, unnecessary corre- 
spondence can be avoided. 
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Misrellaneows. 





Ordination and Installations. 


Ordained under authorization of the Board for Home Mis- 
sion in l’oreign Countries. 
On 3d Sunday in Lent: Candidate A. HE. Waechter in Immanuel 


Chureh, Town Shible, Minn., as pastor for Argentine, by Pastor M. 
Waechter. 


Installed under authorization of the respective District 
Presidents: — 

On Sexagesima Sunday: The Rev. G. C. H. Grabarkewitz in the 
congregation at Lipton, Sask., Can., by Pastor 0. G. 8. Riess. 

On Ist Sunday in Lent: The Rev. BE. H. Reuter in St. James’s 
Church, Logansport, Ind., by Pastor P. G. Schmidt. 

On 2d Sunday in Lent: The Rev, H.J. Hlling in Emmaus Chureh, 
near Brightview, and in Zion Church, near Peace Hills, Alta., Can., 
by Pastor A. H. Schwermann. 

On 3d Sunday in Lent: The Rev. W. Holls in St. Matthew’s 
Church, Dongan Hills, St.I., N. Y., by Pastor F, P. Wilhelm. — The 
Rev. P. Gerke in St. Paul’s Church, Melrose, Minn., by Pastor A. 
Dashner. — The Rev. H. Moehring in St. Paul’s Church, Montevideo, 
Minn., by Pastor 0. C. Wolff.—'The Rev. 0. Heerwagen in the con- 
gregation at Westcliffe, Colo., by Pastor O. Luessenhop. 

On 4th Sunday in Lent: The Rev, A. Fahling in the congrega- 
tion at Sawyer, Mich., by Pastor W. G. Essig. 


Installed as teachers of parochial schools: — 


On Septuagesima Sunday: Teacher F. W. Brink as teacher of 
the sixth grade of the school of St. John’s Church, Decatur, Ill, by 
Pastor W. Heyne. 

On Ist Sunday in Lent: Teacher A. G. Rauschelbach as teacher 
of the lower grades of the school of Zion Church, Bay City, Mich., 
by Pastor F, H. Brunn. 

On 3d Sunday in Lent: Teacher @. W. Hilgendorf as teacher of 
the school of St. John’s Church, Lyons, Iowa, by Pastor G. W. Grimm. 





Conferences, 


The Northeastern Nebraska Conference will meet, D.v., April 6 
to 8 (noon till noon) in Blair, Nebr, W. E. HarMs, Secy. 


The Teachers’ Qonference of Southern Illinois convenes, D. v.s 
April 6 to 9 in the school in Nashville, Ill. Please inform Teacher 
Schmandt whether you will be present or not. 

W. T. ScHEIWE, Secy. 

The Grand Rapids Local Conference will meet, D.v., April 13 
and 14 in Manistee, Mich. Confessional address: Revs. A. Grieb, 
W. Hueschen. Sermon: Revs, (. Otzmann, H. Norden. 

B. H. Succor, JB., Secy. 

The Western Nebraska-Wyoming Local Conference Will meet, 
D. v., April 18 to 15 in Giadee Wyo. (J. Gockel, ney Confes- 
sional address: Rev. Schwarz (Rey, L, Spitz). Sermon: Rev. Saeger 
(Rev. F, Droegemueller). Exegesis on 1 ‘Tim. 4: Rev. Staehr. Ad- 
ditional essays by the Revs, Gockel, Saeger, and Bangert. Pastor loct 
requests your announcement. J. Herns, Secy. 


The Eastern Conference of the ish District will meet, D. v., 
April 20 to 22, instead of April 6 ieee ou has not been changed, 
Pastors will please notify resident pastor, Rev. Arth. Hanser, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., two weekg in advance, . H. J. ENGELKEN. 

The Upper Soo Conference wi _y., April 21 and 22 at 
Flaxton, N. Dak. Eager by the le a Meher Grumm, Schulz, 
Meyer, Messerli, and Brandt. Confessional address: Rev. Mix (Rev. 
Meyer). Sermon: Rev. Grumm (Rey. Ulkus). 

W. L. Kupsky, Seoy. 

__ The Grain Belt Conference of the North Dakota and Montana 
District will meet, D. v,, April 27 and 28 in Rev. Kaul’s congregation, 
north of Dodge, N. Dak. Papers to be read by the Revs. Buck, Burg- 
dorf, Kaul, Kern, Merting. Conference sermon: Rev. M. A. Berner 
(Rev. Merting). Confessional] address: Rev. W. FWeddersen (Rev. 
V. Kern). Kindly notify pastor loci as to your attendance or ab- 
sence. M. A. BeRNeER, Secy. 

The Northern Park Region ill meet, D.v., April 27 
to 29 in Cass Lake, Minn” Seth vill iN Po in the following 
order by the Revs. W., Kampschmidt, H, Mueller, G. Propp, P. J. 
Seltz. Confessional address: Rey, 0, Brauer (Rev. Th. Dorpat). 
Sermon: Rev. H. Klinkenberg (Rev. H. Meyer). Kindly notify 
Rev, H. Nuoffer of your intended presence or absence. 

Pp. J. Surtz, Secy. 

The Great Northern Local of Montana will meet, 
D.v., May 4 to6 in the conoteghticn Gt me e Q, Krueger; Rudyard, 
Mont. Services will be held on Wednesday evening. Preachers : 
Revs. E. Huber and P. Rohlfing. The confessional service will be 
conducted h~ sev. P, Meyer. Members who are unable to attend 
will kindly notify Rey, Krueger, A. C. KRUEGER, Secy. 


THER LUTHERAN WITNESS. 


Delegate Synod, Detroit, June 16—26. 


1. Electoral cireuits which have not yet communicated the names 
of their delegates to the District Secretary will now please send such 
information to the General Secretary, in order that the mailing-list 
may be completed. 

2. Ohanges, no doubt, will have to be made in the course ol the 
next few months. The name of an alternate may have to be substi- 
tuted. Send in notice of change as soon as it takes place. 

3. Petitions, reports, ete., should be in the hands of the Secretary 
by April 10. Such communications will be registered and then sent 
to President Pfotenhauer. 


4, About lodgings later! R. D. BrepeRMANN, en. Sce., 


Concordia Seminary, Springfield, Ul, 


Synodical Conference. 


St. John’s Lutheran Congregation of Milwaukee, Wis. (Rev. J- 
Brenner, pastor), having kindly tendered an invitation, Synodica 
Conference will, D. v., meet in Milwaukee, Wis., on Wednesday, 
August 18. Full particulars will be announced later. 

New Ulm, Minn., March 16, 1920. J. Meyer, Secretary. 





Call for Nominations for an Additional Professorship 
in Winfield. 


Owing to the present large enrolment at St. John’s College, Win- 
field, Kans., the fie wet professors are overburdened with 
work, and since synodical statutes provide for the necessary ita 
of teachers at our colleges, the congregations of Synod, according y; 
are called upon to nominate candidates for a seventh professorship Soh 
The new professor is to teach principally Physical Geography, Phy “t 
iology, Physics, Chemistry, Astronomy, and Botany; Se 
in the teaching of General History and English. 

Nominations must be in the hands of the un¢ 
three weeks of publication of this notice. 

By cot and authority of the phe i ao 
Blectoral (i ; , MIESSLER, 
ee eamB 3g, Tenth St., Independence, Kans. 


lersigned within 


1 and of the 


ee 


Candidates for the Office of School Supervisor of the 
Western District. 


; The following candidates have been nominated for t 
School Supervigor of the Western District: — 
Mr. A. J. Horn, by Messiah Congregation of St. Louis, Mo. |. 
My. F. W. Niermann, by Holy rae Congregation of St. raha va 
by St. Luke’s Congregation of St. Louis, Mo.; by sae ee ; 
Abel of Augusta, Mo.; by Immanuel Congres 
attanooga, ‘Tenn. ; : 
Mr. H. He pade, by Bethlehem Congregation of St. Louis, ee ah 
sane Congregation of Maplewood, Mo.; Dye rot a Te 
: weregation of Concordia, Mo. 1 sig Bt 
ey ¥_Lichmann, by St. Paul’s Congregation of Sedalia, Mo.; by 
Mr. GL Ro stegation of Higginsville, Mo. 
ms 1 G thge, by Trinity Congregation of Alma, 
Mr. Th ust Congregation of Emma, Mo. 
aoe “Minit by Emmaus Congregation of 
. Y Congregation of St. Louis, Mo. ; . 
ihe Mangelsdort, cs Trinity Congregation of sas ti ik 
Y Christ Congregation of St. Louis, Mo.; by Betha an : 
ey Setion of St. Louis, Mo.; by Ebenezer cong Charles 
; Anny Mo.; by Immanuel Congregation te 
? by Trinity Congregation of Orchardfarm, *"~ 
ye: . Wy Jesse, by taudaantel Congregation of Wentzville, Ms . 
tvecommendations or protests should be sent not later tna 
a ot 20, to the Chater da of the School Committee, Rev. W. 
ic es E, McCarthy St., Jefferson City, Mo. Mae 
1€ School Committee will meet to elect the Superyi 
April 138, 1920, at St. Louis. Mo. H. F. Bape, Secretary. 


he office of 


Mo.; by Holy 


st, Louis, Mo.; by 





Second Annual Report of the Board of Suppott 
for Invalid Professors, Pastors, Teachers, and Their mae 


and Orphans. 


: 
During the last year 126 invalid professors, pastors, and teacher 


pie big ‘nd 406 children under sixteen received i Yaa od 
nou $88,000 Wholly or partially dependent on US. Fi ven, ne 
9 per month.’ °™ the average, $100 per year to ea 


os 7" e ”) 
Some of ly rather weak “support. 


grave Misgivings 
port on account of 


9 with 
riends had looked forward to the shared ot sup- 
They expected a slump in the offeri Fhe Synod 
the strenuous efforts made throughou 
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for the L. L. L. Endowment Fund. We began the year with a handi- 
cap of $5,860. This deficit increased steadily, until in November it 
amounted to $22,000. Had our Synod forgotten the immediate needs 
of the veteran and his widow and orphans? Had all our pleadings 
been in vain’ The answer to our anxious question came in the re- 
port of the General Treasurer, December 31: Support account only 
$1,200 deficit. And this is covered by a balance in the account of the 
treasurer of the Board. With an empty treasury, indeed, but with- 
out a dollar of indebtedness we closed the year 1919. Thanks to you 
all, brethren and sisters, who remembered the veteran! Glory to 
God, the Judge of the widow and the Father of the orphan! 

It is remarkable that none of our main synodical accounts had 
an increase in receipts as large as the Support account. $23,000 
more were contributed in 1919 than in 1918. And if all Districts 
had reached their quota, we to-day would have on hand $50,000, or 
could have made an appropriate increase in the benefits. The fol- 
lowing tabulation shows at a glance how many cents for every dollar 
asked each District contributed in 1918 and 1919. This calculation 
was made on the basis of 14 cents per communicant in 1918 and 
Ii cents per communicant in 1919. Kor a more detailed report we 
Wish to refer the reader to the Year-book, which is in preparation, 
and which ought to be studied by every member of our Synod. 


Atl Cal. Can. Centr, Centr. II]. East. Engl. Iowa 
1918: 6 50 O7 89 SY 65 07 91 
1919: = .55 63 85 1.02 1.06 nya | oo Lal 
Kans. Mich. Minn. Nebr. N.Dak. N.II. N.Wis. Or.-W. 
1918: 63 te 27 L327 56 73 27 00 
1919: ae ld 05 1.10 8 le 29 59 
S.Dak. South. S.J. S.Wis. Tex. | West. AV. 
1918: 1.64. 10 98 56 89 70 67 
1919; 1.09 its Loo 58 OI 92 75 


Average per communicant. 
1918, .11 instead of .14 1919, .15 instead of .17 


To-day there are 352 addresses on our list, 104 professors, pas- 
tors, and teachers, 244 widows, and a few children having neither 
father nor mother. For various reasons 52 names were taken from 
our list, but as many new applications were granted. We need for 
this year $125,000. 

Very touching are the applications of those widows who were 

left with a number of small children. Several have as many as 6, 
one 7, one 8, and one even 9 children under sixteen. Can you pic- 
ture to yourself that widow calling her little flock for dinner? The 
chair at the head of the table is vacant, but nine rosy, healthy 
olive-branches are gathered around their dear mother. Now they 
bend their heads and fold their little hands, asking a blessing of 
Him who giveth food to the young ravens, and now they fall to 
with hearty appetites. Is it not a blessed privilege, my fellow- 
Christian, to spread a table tor these orphans? Is it not a blessed 
privilege to help feed, clothe, house, and educate these little brethren 
and sisters of our Lord? Is it not a privilege doubly blessed to sup- 
port widows and orphans of men who to the end of their lives worked 
for us in the Word, and who, according to Seripture, are to be counted 
worthy of double honor? 
_ We received a number of inquiries about the pastor mentioned 
in our last report, who on account of lung trouble had to change 
climate. We are glad to report that he is slowly improving; fur- 
thermore, that the arrival of their twelfth child, a sweet little boy, 
has cheered the hearts of the parents after so much affliction; and 
last, but not least, that this family has not suffered want as we 
had feared. The comparatively small allowance of the Board was 
generously supplemented by the pastor’s last congregation every 
month. This congregation also supported the son at college. There 
were also received a number of private contributions, 

! A number of discouraging disappointments to the contrary not- 
withstanding, the year 1919 has again assured us of the fact that 
we have among us many Christians, entire congregations, and Dis- 
triets that give evidence of their gratitude for the spiritual bless- 
ings by liberal and cheerful contributions towards the support of 
the servants of Christ. Their zeal will arouse and provoke others. 

We are confident, therefore, that our request for this year will 
be heeded by every congregation. We increased the average allow- 
ance about 10 per cent. It should have been more, and probably 
will have to be increased before the year is over. Still we made 
as conservative an estimate for the budget as possible. We are 
asking every congregation to contribute for this year no less than 
22 cents per communicant member. Will you, dear reader, give 
this matter your personal attention? Do not wait for others to 
solicit your contribution. Talk it over with your pastor and co- 
operate with him, so that your congregation will not lag behind. 
Next year, when the proceeds of the Endowment Fund will be avail- 
able, our beneficiaries should receive a more liberal allowance with- 
out increasing the demand on the congregations. 

Let us pray: “Graciously provide for all sick, poor, widows, 
and orphans. Comfort them, O Lord, with Thy favor!” 

Crystal Lake, Ill., March 4, 1920. BOARD OF Support, 

I. G. KUEHNERT, Chairman. 
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Lutheran Laymen’s League $3,000,000.00 
Endowment Fund. 
Watch it grow. 





March 19, (920: $1,962,238.44, 






—$3,000,000.00 
- 2,800,000.00 
2,600,000.00 
2,400,000.00 
2,200,000.00 
2,000,000.00 
Nov. 11, 1919 - 1,800,000.00 


Aug. 6, 1919 
June 13, 1919 


1,€00,000.00 
1,400,000.00 


May 18, 1919 1,200,000.00 


May 7, 1919 1,000,000.00 
April 29, 1919 800,000.00 
April 21, 1919 — 600,000.00 


April 15, 1919 — 400,000.00 


April 8, 1919 200,000.00 


March 30, 1919 9.00 


Leer 
re 


Send all contributions to Mr. Fred ©. Pritzlaff, 730 First Wis- 
consin National Bank Bldg., Milwaukee, Wis. 


— aoomene 


Treasurers’ Reports. 


ENGLISH DISTRICT. 


Mission. — Congregations: Calvary, Buffalo, $100.00; Calvary, 
Harrisburg, Pa., 9.00; Hope, Grand, Rapids, Mich., 10.00; Layton 
Park, Milwaukee, 10.00; ‘Trinity, East St. Louis, 21.37; Bethany, 
Chicago, 75.00. Sunday-schools: Grace, Jersey City, N. J., 27.53; 
Faith, Milwaukee, 60.59. — Total, $313.49. 

Synodical Treasury. — Congregations: Calvary, Buffalo, $50.00; 
Calvary, Harrisburg, Pa., 3.41; Hope, Grand Rapids, Mich., 5.00; 
Holy Communion, Harrisburg, Pa., 5.00; Immanuel, Charlottesville, 
Va., 2.50; Trinity, East St. Louis, 8.53; Bethany, Chicago, 10.00; 
Our Redeemer, Chicago, 20.00. — Total, $104.44. 

Synodical Building Fund. — Congregations: Calvary, Buffalo, 
$100.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 5.69.— Total, $105.69. 

Church Hatension Fund. — Congregations: Our Redeemer, Chi- 
cago, $38.99; Bethany, Chicago, 10,00.— Total, $48.99. 

American Lutheran Publicity Bureau, New York City.— Women’s 
i aaa Society, Church of the Holy Communion, Harrisburg, Pa., 
3.00. 











Board of Support. — Congregations: Calvary, Buffalo, $50.00 ; 
Trinity, East St. Louis, 3.98. — Total, $53.98. 
“5 Foreign-tongue Missions in U. S.— Bethany Church, Chicago, 

58. 

India Mission (Hindu Student). — Ruth Guild, Calvary Church, 
Buffalo, $35.00. 

Indian Mission. — Bethany Church, Chicago, $4.00. 

Ministerial Hducation Fund, — Congregations: Grace, Jersey 
City, N.J., $11.48; Bethany, Chicago, 10.00. — Total, $21.48, 

Negro Mission. — Trinity Church, East St. Louis, $1.71. 

Indigent Students. — Congregations: Mount Olive, Minneapolis, 
$25.00; Immanuel, Charlottesville, Va., 5.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 
2.84. — Total, $32.84. 

Lutheran Hducational Society, Oonover, N. 0. — Immanuel 
Church, Charlottesville, Va., $7.00. 

American Lutheran Board for Relief in Hurope, — Immanuel 
Chureb, Charlottesville, Va., $5.00. 

Relief in Fergus Falls and Dumont, Minn. — Immanuel Church, 
Charlottesville, Va., $2.00. 

Teachers’ College, River Forest, Ill. (Kitchen Fund). — Ladies’ 
Aid Society, Christ Church, Chicago, T1]., $25.00. 

City Mission Social Worker, St. Louis, Mo. — Ladies’ Aid So- 
ciety, Grace Church, St. Louis, $3.00. 


“newal is not receiv 
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Concordia Students’ Association, St. Louis, Mo. — Faith Chureh, 
Chicago, $8.57. 

City Mission, Buffalo, N. Y.— Calvary Church, Buffalo, $60.00. 

Buffalo Mission Society, Buffalo, N.Y. — Calvary Chureh, Butf- 
falo, $25.00. , 

City Mission, Chicago, Ill.— Congregations: Bethany, Chicago, 
$25.00; Faith, Chicago, 8.20.— Votal, $33.20. 

Home for the Aged, Arlingtom Heights, Ill. — Bethany Church, 
Chicago, $25.00. 

Bethlehem Orphan Home, Staten Island, N. Y.— Church of the 
Good Shepherd, Brooklyn, $8.19; 

Sanitarium, Wheat Ridge, Colo.—Uuther League, Church of 
the Holy Communion, Harrisburg, Pa., $10.00. ‘ 

Home for Feeble-minded and Epileptics, Watertown, Wis. — 
Congregations: Layton Park, Milwaukee, $5.00; Immanuel, Char- 
lottesville, Va., 4.00.— Total, $9.00. 

Bronaville Debt. —N.N., Calvary Church, Buffalo, $10.00. 

GRAND Toran: $959.16, 


March 22, 1920, Cuas. H. Derrs, 7'reas., 


3935 Greer Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


KANSAS DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Kansas District during Decem- 
ber, 1919, and January, 1920; — ‘ 
Synodical Treasury, $1,789.58; Synodical Building Fund, 369.26; 
Missions, 3,415.64; Miscellaneous, 7,792.87.—Total, $13,367.35. 
H. F. OELscuLaaGeRr, 7’reas. 





Acknowledgment. 


Received for Indian Mission Building Fund: From J. Neils, Cass 
Lake, Minn., $100.00; Poynette Hardware Co., Poynette, Wis; tel, 
St, Luke’s Sunday-school, through Rev. H. A. Preus, Chicago, at 
Lutheran Ladies’ Aid, Red Springs, Wis., 50.00; Misses Kdit "act 
Elsie Backus and Mrs, ©. J. Backus, Laporte, Ind., 1.00 each ; Alfre 
Huge, Laporte, 2.00. — Total, $175.00. R. H. Genricn, Treas. 
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Important Notice. 


Kindly consult the address printed on this copy of your WITNESS. 
The bottom line of the address shows when your subscription je eg 
(For instance, “Dee 20” signifies that your subscription expires wit F 
the last number in December, 1920.) ‘If it expires soon, please sen 
your dollar (25 ets. additional in St. Louis, Canada, and foreign case 
tries) to your agent or to us in ample time to insure our oa 
service. It requires normally about two weeks before change Of ex: 
piration date will show on address plates. 


Be sure to mention the paper you desire, and yo 
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ur name and 


hd A . ° 4 . 0 
address, both new and old, if you desire a change in eee. iM 
paper can be mailed by us unless paid in advance, and UY 


atical 
red before expiration, your name will pani at ly 
drop from our mailing-list. CoNncORDIA PUBLISHING , 


' St. Lou i 8, Mo. 
eran i 
arenas rtieantardnsianntensrmsne ronson annuus al 


Change of Addresses. 

Rev. A. T. Bartling, 1243 Goodman St., Swissvale Bra 

burgh, Pa. 
Rev, I. J. Elling, Box 534, Wetaskiwin, Alta., Can. 
Rev. Th. F. Haeuser, Linne, Cal. 
Rev. O. Heerwagen, Westeliffe, Colo. ‘+ Mich 
Rey. O. C. Kreinheder, 503 Iroquois Ave., Detroit, erie 
Rev. H. Markworth, 3925 lowa Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


neh, Pitts- 


al _ is Matthing, Riceville, Iowa. N.Y 
ev. . W. Melching, 314 Racle St. akirk, NN. +- 
RevW. Hh Mare Ganagie ce ee 


eyer, Grandfield, Okla. 
Rey. J. ©. Mueller, Fort Saskatchewan, Alta., Can. 
J. F. Briel, 413 W. Third St., Peru, Ind. 
K. W. Grothe, 36 Rexford St., Blue Island, Hl. 
C. H. 'Trettin, 292 w. Main St., Dundee, Ill. 
C. W. Trettin, emer., 292 W, Main St,, Dundee, IJ. 
W. F. Weiherman, 3515 Park Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 
SS 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS uri, Ohio, 


is an official organ of the 0) ' Synod of Miss0 dit ] 
and Other States. It is published biweekly. and ‘f edited 2 aS pe 
Committee consisting of Prof. Th, Gracbner and Rev. Mart n ‘6 eee ct 
TERMS OF SUBSORIPTION, $1.00 per annum. In St. Loul®, to. $195, 

carrier, as well as in Canada and all other foreign cou” 

Payable strictly in advance. pe addressed 
ALL ARTICLES intended for publication in the paper should 

to Rey. M. 8. Sommer, 3627 Ohio Ave., St. Louis, Mo- Notices, also 
ALL CHUROH NEWS, Announcements Acknowledgments, ¢ Texas Ave., 

Books for Review, should be sent to Prof, Th. Graebner, 36 
‘ St. Louis, Mo, 
NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS may be , time. d the old 
CHANGH OF ADDRESS ig hetscd ae ela both the new, 8 

address, and that one week before the change is desire A 
AN AGENT is desired in every town. Correspondence invite ING Housy, 
ADDRESS ALL BUSINESS MATTUR to ConcorDIA PUBLIS 

St. Louis, Mo, * 
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Vor. XXXIX, 
—————————————— ——— a_ere_—ooVoae ees oe 
‘That I May Know Him.” 
Pui. 3, 10. 


That I may know Him, the Way and the Truth, 
Know Him, the Life and the Joy of my youth, 
Know Him in manhood, yea, know Him as mine 
Who is the fulness of wisdom divine. 








That I may know Him, and ever may trace 
Some of the depths of His mercy and grace, 
Some of the heights, yea, the summits thereof, 
Some of the widths of His wonderful love. 


That I may know Him, and ever be found 
Trusting Him only whose merits abound ; 
Dressed with a beauty that is not mine own, 
Leaning on Jesus, on Jesus alone. 


That I may know Him, and count all things loss 
For the great glory that beams from His cross, 
For the high calling that quickens my eyes, 

For the bright goal and its glorious prize. 


Sheboygan, Wis. W: M. CzastansSKE. 
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Our Two Representatives. 


Words of Luther for Our Own Day. Translated for the 
“Lutheran Witness” by the Rev. Prof. Th. Engelder, 
Springfield, Ill. 


Since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection 
of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive. — 1 Cor. 15, 21. 22. 

This is the meaning of St. Paul: One man, whose name 
ig Adam, has brought death upon all men, not on himself 
alone, but upon us all. The offense and guilt, indeed, was 
not ours, yet sin and death is our lot solely by reason of our 
descent from Adam (though with us fallen creatures, to be 
sure, it is no longer alien sin, but our very own, too). It is 
a wretched business. And this judgment of God strikes terror 
to our hearts. And it would mean blank despair if.that had 
been the end of it, for the end would have been our eternal 
damnation. But, behold, God has raised up another man, 
whose name is Christ, and has provided that, as we must die 
on account ‘of Adam, through no fault of ours, even so’ shall 
we live for Christ’s sake, through no merit of ours. As 
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Adam’s guilt is sufficient to damn, so Christ’s merit is suf- 
ficient to save. As we must pay the penalty of being members 
of Adam, of his flesh and blood, so we reap the advantage of 
having Christ for our head. It is pure grace and altogether 
a gift, so that we may not glory in our works and merits, 
after the manner of our monks and other so-called holy 
men.... 

But this teaching of St. Paul concerning the source of 
life and death strikes the natural mind as preposterous. 
Keen-cyed reason secs through it at once, and declares that 
the statement that the entire human race must die because 
of an alicn guilt, the offense of a single man, is an infamous 
lie. Can anything be more unjust and unreasonable? Would 
it not be a monstrous thing if God subjected countless gen- 
erations of men to death merely because Adam tasted of an 
apple?..- It is faith that knows that death is derived from 
Adam. For the human mind does not view death as the 
punishment of sin, but as having its place in the natural 
course of events, differing in no wise from the dying of the 
beast, or the rising and the setting of the sun, or the spring- 
ing up and withering of the plant, and the growth and decay 
to be seen everywhere in nature. But Scripture teaches us 
differently. - The sccd-of death wuc not origiually implanted 
in our nature. Death is the outcome and penalty of the sin 
of our father Adam, whose offense was a high crime against 
the majesty of Heaven, of such a heinous nature that it sub- 
jected him and all his descendants to the end of time to 
eternal death; and there is no man on earth who is exempt, 
none who can avert the calamity. 

And the second statement of Paul strikes the world as 
being just as preposterous and fraudulent, aye, as even more 
unbelievable. -Paul says that in one man all shall be made 
alive; that everything, death and life, turns upon one man; 
that all the world is powerless to save; that no man’s power 
and might,°no saint’s labor and merit, can bring about his 
resurrection; that nothing is in any way owing to any man’s 
power and merit, but everything absolutely to one single man, 
and he an obscure and despised person, himself dying a mis- 
erable and ignominious death: him the world is asked to 
honor and receive as the one man to restore us to life, and 
no holy monk, no Carthusian, aye, no prophet, no apostle, 
no martyr with all their labor and work can do anything 
towards it. The more one reflects on it, the more improbable 
it appears. .. » 
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All the world denounces it as a rank fraud: God were 
mad to condemn all men without’exception on account of 
one man, and, on the other hand, to grant salvation’ to all, 
without any cooperation on their part, for the sake of one. 
According to the world’s ideas of justice a man must be 
judged solely on his own merits. And this rule does, of right, 
obtain in the courts. The criminal is hanged for his own 
crimes, and the upright man is rewarded for his civic virtues. 
It will never do to punish or pardon one in the place of an- 
other. And so, when Paul teaches that ‘God has made one 
man the representative of all men, that death came upon us 
and life was granted us because of another’s act, that is held 
to be offensive and preposterous doctrine. 

But it has pleased God to make these wise men fools, 
and to accomplish His object by what is incomprehensible 
and utterly foolish to them. For if God were bound to work 
according to your ideas and your dictation, how much would 
you respect Him? Would you have a god who must submit 
his ways and judgments to our approval and ratification? 
God’s ways will always prove to have been dictated by a wis- 
dom far superior to ours. It is for us to yield to Him, and, 
forsaking the réle of the wiseacre, to confess: According to 
my wisdom it cannot be right; but since Thou hast said it, 
it is well and right. Let him beware who presumes to sit in 
judgment on God and God’s wisdom! Let us expend what 
wisdom we have on the care of our cattle and horses and 
trees and houses and fields. In this realm let it have full 
sway; judge and rule to your heart’s content, and as long as 
you please. But let us take heed not to interfere in God’s 
business. That is altogether beyond us. We are too far be- 
neath Him. He is the Sovereign, the Creator and Lord. It 
is for us to give ear to Him and believe Him in all that He 
says; that is the honor due Him, and thus we shall glory, not 
in ourselves, but in His grace and mercy. 

(VIII, 1153—1159.) 


Hickson and Healing. 


Outshining and outstripping all other attractions and 
sensations of the Lenten season, James Moore Hickson, the 
British healer, while holding sway for a few days in an 
Episcopal church of St. Louis, attracted immense crowds and 
was given front-page display headlines and attractive illustra- 
tions in the public press. His publicity agents are no tyros. 
His advertisements were not stuck away where only those find 
that take pains to seek. ‘The dailies gave him the place of 
preeminence, which riveted the attention of every one who 
looked at a paper at all. 

Mr. Hickson is to visit all our large cities and hold these 
“healing” services. He is traveling about under the auspices 
of the Episcopal bishops, clergy, and laymen in order to be- 
stow upon the suffering, diseased, and cripples among his 
fellow-men the benefit of the gift of healing of which he 
claims to be possessed. One who was present describes one 
of his healing services thus: — 

“Hickson opened the service with a lengthy prayer, and 
then began his work of healing among those who were brought 
in in wheel-chairs, among whom were those appearing to be 
in the greatest pain. A dozen business men acted as ushers 
under the auspices of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew. ‘They 
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were on hand at 8.30 A. a., and will remain on duty until 
3 P.M., as it is expected that many applicants for cures will 
come long after the first session of the mission closes.” 

One who met Mr. Hickson personally gives this descrip- 
tion of his appearance: “The healer dresses as a business man, 
affects nothing sacerdotal, and impresses one as a candid, 
simple man.” 

Mr. Hickson expressly disclaims any affiliation with 
Christian Scientists. He is outspoken in his condemnation 
of that cult. He said: “I think that when the Christian 
Scientists affirm that they are by nature perfect in soul and 
body, they ignore the redeeming work of our Lord and the 
outflowing power of God for our development. They say that 
God made us perfect, and that we have remained so. We, on 
the other hand, belicve that humanity has fallen, that sin and 
suffering are in the world; but we believe that Jesus Christ 
has come into the flesh; that in Him we are born again, that 
through Him we receive pardon and healing, and that by His 
continual grace we are being developed until the bud of per- 
fection, which is our life in Christ, will blossom into the 
perfect flower.” 

‘he papers positively assert that cures have been effected. 
The press gives particulars about some of these. Here is one 
description : — 

“One of the first patients he treated — a woman who had 
been lame for five years, suffering with rheumatism — threw 
away her crutches and walked out of the church unaided at 
11.30 a. mM. ‘I am never going to use crutches again,’ she said, 
as she reached the corridor leading toward the chapel in the 
parish house. ‘I am no longer lame. How happy I am! 
And I am not tired in the least.’ ” 


WHAT ARE WE TO THINK OF THIS MAN AND HIS 
POWERS? 

We must carefully distinguish between his work and the 
work of Christian Scientists. Christian Science—there ought 
to be no question in the mind of any reasonable and godly 
person about that — is purely a combination of humbug and 
delusion, with a few truths thrown in as bait. Whatever cures 
Christian Science effects are “lying wonders,” and all those 


- who accept its teachings are deccived by Satan; and unless 


bitter repentance turns them from their evil ways, the devil 
will ruin them eternally. Mr. Hickson, on the other hand, 
condemns Christian Science, and teaches that all healing 
must come from Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of mankind. THe 
simply asserts that the Lord has given him a special gift to 
bless and help the afflicted. His public expressions are such 
that they do not exclude him from the Christian Church. He 
confesses both the divine person and the saving work of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. While the Episcopal Church, under whose 
auspices he carries on his work, teaches error and harbors 
many false teachers, yet in their public services, sermons, and 
writings fundamental Christian truth is at times still taught 
and proclaimed. We have no doubt whatever, therefore, that 
even in this Church there are still many godly, -Christian 
persons. Nor do we assert that Mr. Hickson is not a Chris- 
tian, or that he has no spiritual gift given to him by God. 
Kven those Christians who are still in the camp of ‘errorists 
may have gifts, even great gifts, given to them by their Savior. 
At the same time, we are not in the position to assert that his 
cures are genuine, nor should any one require of us, or of any 
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Christian, that we believe in his powers or endorse his work. 
One thing is certain — no Christian ts justified wm reaching 
vul for uncerlain and doublful possessions while surrendering 
genuine, cerlain, and elernal blessings. 


THREE THINGS TO BE KEPT IN MIND. 

lirst:| We have God’s express Word, commanding us to 
“avoid those who cause divisions and offenses contrary to the 
doctrine which we have learned,” Rom. 16, 17, and to “beware 
of false prophets,” Matt. %, 15, and to “believe not every 
spirit,” 1 John 4,1. According to these express and divine 
commands of Lim whom we eall Lord, and whom we should 
call Lord without any hypocrisy, no gift, however great, which 
we notice among those who teach error should move us to give 
up any truth or the company of those who proclaim the Word 
of God in its truth and purity. ‘The commandment of God 
is clear: “Buy the truth, and sell it not.” Prov. 23, 23. ‘I’o 
know and believe the whole truth of God’s holy Word is more 
huportant, far, far more important, than perfect health itself 
or any other carthly blessing. Kven though, therefore, Mr. Hick- 
son have the gift of healing, even though he perform genuine 
cures, that ought not move any one to forsake the truth, and 
join himself with those who teach error, and tolerate the 
teachers of gross errors such as we find in the Ipiscopal 
Church. 

Secondly: Let us keep in mind that our secular press is 
thoroughly unreliable, and the willing hireling of any propa- 
wanda, public or private, which has the price. The very men 
whe are on the inside and know what is going on in our news- 
paper oflices have told us again and again that propagandists 
aud manipulators of the news in the interest of certain causes, 
schemes, and campaigns control our secular press. Multitudes 
have learned this, wherefore there is at the present time a 
ereat distrust of the publie press. It is a foolish person in- 
deed who forgets the deceitful, lying spirit of this world while 
he is reading the daily paper. 

Thirdly: 'There is scarcely any subject upon which there 
is so much humbug taught and so much delusion and decep- 
tion practised as the subject of disease and health. Even in 
this enlightened twenticth century there are comparatively 
few people who have a clear notion of the life processes in the 
human body. Medical science has made great advances, — 
in surgery especially its successes are noteworthy, — but to 
a great extent it is still connected with false theories and pit- 
falls. One difficulty which many able physicians feel most 
painfully is the unreliability of the testimony of the patient. 
ven an honest person may feel a pain in one place, whereas 
the trouble is situated in an entirely different part of the 
body. And then the patient himself may be mistaken about 
the location of the pain. Books could be written upon errors 
in diagnosis which are of daily occurrence. There are many 
persons who live their life almost entirely in their imagina- 
tions. With them and with others, underestimation and exag- 
geration of pains and ailments, misinterpretation even of life 
processes, are of daily occurrence. Many cannot distinguish 
between weariness, tiredness, and sickness or exhaustion. The 
influence of the body upon the mind and the mind upon the 
body still carries with it many mysteries. Books could be 
written narrating the fake cures which are thus reputed to 
be real and genuine. Tvery one who has ever had much to 
do with diseases and their cure knows that a large proportion 
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of cures are “real cures of imaginary diseases and imaginary 
cures of real diseases.” Remembering these things, which are 
demonstrated facts beyond any doubt, it is the height of folly 
to accept newspaper testimony or the mere assertions of un- 
instructed or misinformed men on the subject of disease and 
its cures. 

THE CHURCH FOR YOU AND FOR ME. 


God has revealed to us that faith alone, faith in Jesus 
Christ, the Savior, unites us with God and gives us eternal 
salvation. John 3,16. He has also told us that this faith 
comes in no other way than by hearing of the Word of God. 
tom. 10, 14. ‘hat same Word also nourishes faifh and god- 
liness in us, for St. Paul expressly tells us that the Word of 
God is able to build us up, and to give us an inheritance with 
all those that are sanctified. Acts 20, 32. The Church for 
you and for me, therefore, is that Church which preaches this 
Word of God. ‘he Church for you and for me is the Chureh 
which teaches us everything that God has commanded the 
Church to teach, and teaches it purely and clearly. If you 


‘continue thus in Christ’s Word, He Himself acknowledges 


you to be ILis beloved disciple. Every promise which God 
has given to Ilis Christians is therefore also given to you. 
And you may confidently expect Him to fulfil them to you. 
{le certainly will answer your every prayer that is according 
to His will. Has He not promised His Christians: “No good 
thing will He withhold from them that walk uprightly” ? 
Must we commit sin in order to obtain a blessing from God? 
Is not the promise of some great result if ave but deviate 
from God’s ways in the least the promise of the devil? Is 
not the great result that is offered simply Satan’s bait? And 
if we do obtain this great result, of what benefit will it be 
to us if we finally lose our soul? ‘What shall it profit a 
man if he gain the whole world and lose his own soul ?” 
Matt. 16, 26. 

My dear Christian, there is no other course for any one 
who wishes to be God’s child here and an heir of eternal sal-- 
vation than to accept the Gospel, to follow the voice of the 
Good Shepherd, to fight the good fight of faith, to avoid and 
beware of all false prophets, and to bear the cross patiently, 
until Christ Himself, the Lord of glory, shall give us the 
crown of righteousness. God has not promised any of His 
children perfect health if they be faithful unto death, but 
He has promised them, every one, fulness of joy and pleasures 
forevermore at His own right hand, and no Christian can 
barter away such great, certain, and eternal blessings for the 
sake of a few doubtful earthly easy moments. How rich and 
blessed and happy we Christians are when we, each of us, say: 
“And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, and will 
preserve me unto His heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory 
forever and ever!” 2 ‘Tim. 4, 18. S. 


Doctrine the Basis of Practise. 

The present age is said to be eminently practical, dis- 
carding theory and speculation, and estimating everything 
according to its utility. Whether this is so desirable a char- 
acteristic, as some think, in respect to application of mind 
and matter, we would not pass upon. But as it regards re- 
ligion, is there no possibility of making a mistake as regards 
utility in following what is only imagined to be practical, 
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and losing sight of the importance of what is fundamental to 
all duty? Is there no danger of the teachers’ of religion and 
the hearers’ of religion, in their attention to schemes and 
measures and results, becoming prejudiced against what 1s 
called doctrinal? The religion of Christ is, indeed, and ought 
to be, a practical thing; and all Christians must be practical 
men. Nor, if judged by their power to produce effects, is 
there anything on the face of the earth so practical, anything 
that has ever exerted such influence on the human mind, or 
effected such changes and movements in the moral world, as 
“the doctrine of grace”? These doctrines are the grand secret 
of all the energy of the Christian faith. They cannot be dis- 
pensed with; they cannot be neglected or obscured; they 
cannot be made to occupy a.secondary place in the minds of 
men without detriment and ultimate extinction to every re- 
ligious interest. They must be the light of all measures, the 
soul of all preaching, the stimulus and guide of all zeal, the 
antidote to all confusion and wild disorder, the stability and 
growth of all piety. 

It may be possible to discuss the doctrinal truths of the 
Gospel too abstractly, but it is impossible to overestimate 
their practical importance. The efficiency of the pulpit must 
ever depend under God upon its faithful exhibitions of these 
truths. Those pulpits which disown, obscure, or long disuse 
them will always witness an unsound and declining state of 
affairs. Preach the preceplive part of religion ever so abun- 
dantly and eloquently, it has no force or significance apart 
from the doctrinal. The doctrines are the reasons of the 
precepts; they are the facts upon which the precepts are 
founded. Without the doctrines the motives of the Gospel 
have no existence. Why does a Christian love God? ‘To 
find the answer to that question, he goes back to certain doc- 
trines of religion. He loves God because he has been taught 
that God is his Creator, Preserver, and Redeemer; has be- 
stowed great blessings, temporal and spiritual, on him, and 
offers to bestow still greater blessings. Or why does a Chris- 
tian believe on, and consecrate himself to, his Savior? Be- 
cause, going back to certain doctrines of religion, he has 
become convinced that he is a lost and helpless sinner, that 
Christ is the only Savior, worthy of supreme confidence and 
service. And so it is with all virtues, humility, submission, 
patience, zeal, what foundation is there for these but in those 
enlightening, subduing, inspiring tru/hs, which alone can 
produce such affections? Precepts alone, exhortations alone, 
methods and measures, whether new or old, will be destitute 
of power, unless prominence and force is given to those great 
truths which constitute the peculiarity of “the faith once de- 
livered to the saints’ — the atonement of Christ, the neces- 
sity of regeneration, faith, and repentance, and divine for- 
giveness through a divine Redeemer. These truths are “the 
sword of the Spirit”; they are “the fire and the hammer 
which breaketh in pieces the flinty rock.” 

It is doctrine that builds up in the faith, and it is faith 
that makes the Christian. It is doctrine that gives rise to 
duties; Christian character and life spring from it. Con- 
sequently, doctrinal preaching is the best practical preaching. 
Doctrine and practise stand, and ought to be preached, in 
closest connection. Doctrine is the basis of practise; practise 
follows doctrine. 


St. Louis, Mo. L. BUCHHEIMER. 


‘State in secular matters, do we agree? 
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Specious Arguments for Unionism. 





1. “We all agree in substance, why quarrel about forms 
and words?” 

But—-do we agree in substance? If we believe that 
every word and every letter of ‘Scripture is the inspired 
utterance of God, and others say that the Bible bears only 
a divine cast, that sections of it are acceptable as words of 
the Lord, but other sections are full of mistakes, do we agree? 
If we believe and confess and preach that Jesus Christ is 
the Savior of sinners, that He came into the world to seek 
and save that which was lost, and to bring about a perfect 
reconciliation between God and man, and others say that 
Christ was a mere social reformer, whose redemption con- 
sisted in elevating the moral standard of mankind by the 
example of His own perfect life, do we agree? If we be- 
lieve and confess that man .is justified by faith, without the 
deeds of the Law, and others say that man must earn his 
own justification by the works of a perfect life, do we agree? 
If we believe and confess that the power of God is actually 
present in the Gospel and the Sacraments, giving and secur- 
ing to the believers the great gifts of God, forgiveness of sins, 
life, and salvation, and others deny that the means of grace 
have this power, do we agree? If we believe and confess that 
Church and State, though not opposed to each other, have 
different fields and different functions in the world, and that 
complete separation of Church and State is the ideal de- 
manded by Scripture, and others say that the State must 
serve the Church, or that the Church must influence the 


Furthermore: Does nothing depend upon words? Aren’t 


- creeds made up of words, no matter what name they bear, and 


whether they are officially recognized by a certain church- 
body or their acceptance tacitly admitted? Are, then, the 
words which make up these creeds without meaning or sense? 
Christ, at any rate, seems to be concerned about words when 
He says: “If ye continue in My words, then are ye My dis- 
ciples indeed.” -And the apostle seems to be equally certain 
of his ground when he writes: “Which things also we speak, 
not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which 
the Holy Ghost teacheth.” 


2. “We all want to get to the same heaven.” 


But—do we? Those that believe in the lodge-god, no 
matter what denomination they profess adherence to, will 
also believe in the lodge-heaven. But that is not the heaven 
of the Bible. ‘Those that actually believe in purgatory obscure 
the real heaven so badly that there is really nothing left to 
look forward to, nothing of that bliss which is promised to 
those that die in the Lord, and who should be partakers of 
this happiness at once. ‘The heaven of the Bible knows 
nothing of purgatory. If we want to leave the certainty of 
the Scriptural heaven and build one out of our own imagina- 
tion, perhaps it would be just as well to accept the Nirvana of 
the Buddhists or the carnal pleasures to which the Moham- 


medan looks forward. Apparently we do not all want to get 
to the same heaven. ° 


an another thing. Between wanting to get there and 
avi ome there we must acknowledge the existence of 
a big difference. There is no choice of a way. “I am the 
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Way,” Christ says. If a Christian, in the midst of a false 
denomination, picks this true way from reading the Gospel, 
or if his ears, by the grace of God, are purer than the lips 
of his teacher in overhearing wrong doctrine, then such a 
person will get to heaven, otherwise not. Talking about the 
way and showing the way are two different things. 


3. “You can get to heaven just as well in any other church.” 


But—can you? A tiny insect or mote on the lens of 
a microscope will render the instrument valueless for real 
work. Thus the specific false doctrines of the sects are handi- 
caps, obstacles, obstructions, in the way. ‘The representative, 
essential false doctrines of any false denomination obscure the 
truth which is still found in the same body. If any person 
puts his trust in those characteristic doctrines, he is bound 
to be led farther astray as time goes on, until he is lost 
entirely. Ifa Presbyterian actually believes in unconditional, 
absolute predestination, he jeopardizes his own belief in his 
salvation. If a Methodist really has the conviction of his 
personal perfection and sanctity, he thereby rejects the work 
of Christ. If a Catholic actually trusts in Mary and the 
saints to the last, regarding Jesus as a stern judge only, then 
his case is hopeless. 

But, luckily, there is Lutheran, specifically Christian, 
faith in many a heart, though there may be false doctrine 
in the head. And in the case of emergencies, in tribulation 
and death, the specifically Christian doctrine and faith often 
prevails. 

All this cannot change the fact that there cannot be union 
without unity. The individual faith of the individual mem- 
bers does not concern us here, and we do not call it into 
question by our position. But insomuch and in so far as any 
ehurch-body as such holds an unscriptural or anti-Scriptural 
doctrine or sanctions a practise at variance with the Word of 
God, such a body is a false body and the word of the Lord 
applies: “Avoid them!” 

To summarize: 1) Wherever in the world there is any 
person, regardless of race, color, or station in life, that be- 
lieves in the redemption of Jesus Christ, who believes that he 
will be saved through the mercy of God in Jesus Christ, that 
person is a member of the true, invisible Church, and is 
united, by such faith, with all other believers on earth. 
2) This faith is essentially Lutheran faith, according to the 
term which has been fastened upon it, though the person 
concerned may not be aware of the fact, and our Lutheran 
Church has this faith, this doctrine, in the greatest purity 
and simplicity. 3) But all this does not change the fact 
that we, as a Church, cannot enter into an outward union, 
and that we, as individuals, cannot join a visible congregation 
in which any portion of the saving doctrine is not taught in 
full accord with the revealed doctrine of Holy Scripture. 

St. Louis, Mo. P. E. KrerzMann. 


THE world now sagely and wisely puts forth arguments 
about composing all differences in doctrine and effecting a 
union. Both sides, they say, ought to yield on this or that 
point, as long as a good construction may be put upon it. 
But they do not understand the Word of God aright; for it 
prohibits us from making such patchwork, and enjoins upon 
us. to keep the doctrine pure, unadulterated with human wis- 
dom or opinions. — Luther. 
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Our Great Opportunity. — According to a recent survey, 
eight persons out of every thousand in the State of Massa- 
chusetts are able to recite the Lord’s Prayer and the Ten 
Commandments. ; 

The Maine Bible Society has discovered that in Piscataquis 
County, out of 4,734 families, 2,705 are non-churchgoing. This 
means that over half of these families are unchurched, of whom 
225 live im places where there is no church. There are 1,487 
children between four and eighteen years of age who attend no 
Sunday-school, and ninety-two Protestant families confessed to 
having no Bible. 

One of our Cleveland pastors writes in the Parish Mes- 
senger: “Most communities have a considerable proportion of 
people who have no church connection. Let us take a few 
examples from our own neighborhood. A certain street, much 
less than a stone’s throw from where we write, is our first 
example. Of the 66 families living in one block, only five 
attend any church at all with any degree of regularity. About 
five go occasionally. The other 56 make no pretense of going! 
On another street we have a record of 40 children in one block. 
Of these only three go to a Sunday-school or a parochial school. 
The others are being raised little better than the children of 
India, as far as religion is concerned.” 

One of our missionaries in northern Minnesota writes in 
a personal letter: “Ignorance in religion is so great here that 
I was dumbfounded repeatedly. My catechumens had never 
seen a Bible, did not even know the Lord’s Prayer, much less 
anything of Christian doctrine.” 

A teacher in a St. Louis high school just tells us that, the 
Jewish children excepted, hardly any of his pupils recognize 
references, in English literature, to David and Noah, and that 
the fact that Jesus Christ really lived on earth and exerted 
a great influence on history is “absolutely unknown” to most 
of them. 

In Der Lutheraner a missionary recently si ameeiedli “On 
the way to Idaho Falls, Idaho, I met an elderly lady, and our 
conversation naturally drifted to religion. To my question, 
‘Which church do you attend?’ she answered, ‘Pastor, I want 
to hear Christ crucified preached. I cannot bear to hear them 
talking about all else and forgetting Christ.’ I could not re- 
frain from bearing testimony to our Lutheran faith, and invited 
her to our services. Among the thousands that drift away 
from the sects, there may be only few who actually long for 
the Gospel, like this woman; but is there not in this a call 
to us that we ought to let our light shine, in order that all may 
learn to know the pure doctrine?” 

Many or few,— that would be hard to decide. But the 
fact is that countless thousands in our land — statisticians say, 
65,000,000 —are without church-membership of any kind. What 
a missionary opportunity right in our own land! By all means, 
let us cultivate an interest in foreign mission-work. Let us 
pour out our treasures like water that the Hindoo and the 
Chinese may be brought to Christ. But the greatest mission- 
field is right at home. Even in the Eastern States, where the 
Lutheran Church has been at work longest, there are mission- 
fields which, with our present number of workers, we are barely 
able to touch. The harvest truly is great. Pray to the Lord 
that He may send laborers into His harvest! G. 

Church Publicity. — Every Christian ought to know that 
the light of the Christian Church is not to be hid under a 
bushel. From our youth we have heard our pastors, especially 
at mission-festivals, but also at other times, admonish us that 
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Christians must publish the good news which they have learned 
from the Word of God. Zion is to get up into a high mountain 
and to lift up her voice with strength. We are not to preach 
to stones, pews, walls, ceilings, trees, or skies; the message 
which we are to deliver is intended for the men, women, and 
children who live with us on this earth. Our preaching there- 
fore cannot be done in a corner. Jesus said: “In secret have 
I said nothing. I ever spoke openly before the world.” He and 
the apostles did not do their work in whisperings, but published 
abroad the glad tidings of God. In this they must ever remain 
our examples. 

But we to-day have agencies of publicity which were un- 
known in the days of the apostles: the newspaper, the weekly 
periodical, printed programs, and letters of invitation, signs, 
illuminated or otherwise, erected in front of the church cdifice, 
circulars, strect-car advertising, etc., etc. May and shall the 
Church make uso of these agencies? In order to answer this 
question properly, we ought to keep in mind that besides ques- 
tions of naked right and wrong, there are also questions of 
fitness and propriety. The apostle admonishes the Christians, 
Phil. 4, to think upon and follow things which are “of good 
report,” and which are “lovely.” He assumes that Christians 
know what is considered proper and of good report at the lume 
and in the community in which they live. 

There are times, indeed, when services should be announced 
in the local press. Where services are held irregularly by a 
visiting pastor, that is in some cases the only way in which 
he can Jet his members and others know that he is going to 
preach. Again, where work is begun in a new neighborhood, 
or where special services are to be held, it may also be wise to 
have them so announced. Thero are also other forms of pub- 
licity, the merits of which have been demonstrated, and which 
aro also available in most communities. Programs, properly 
and neatly printed, invitations and announcements gotten up 
in good taste, have secured attention. Upon the church edifice, 
or upon the grounds surrounding the church, there should be 
some sign informing the passer-by of the nature and purpose of 
the buildings. We have passed many buildings, especially in 
country districts, which looked like churches, but had no sign 
to tell us whether they were actually churches, or schools, or 
asseinbly halls, and if they were churches, there was nothing 
to tell us whether they were Methodist, Baptist, or Presbyterian 
churches. Perhaps they were these nondescript community or 
union churches where any one may preach, and where all may 
do as they please. Lutheran churches we have nearly always 
found marked. If there was no other sign, the corner-stone 
at least told its story. 

Church publicity there must be, but the advertising of the 
church dare never partake of the character of commercialism, 
much less of charlatanism, and not at all of begging or 
hawking. Our church publicity work also must conform to 
Phil. 4, 8. 

Rev. Jowett, a well-known Presbyterian clergyman, in his 
book The Preacher, His Life and Worl, writes: — 

“Puffy, showy paragraphs concerning ourselves and our 
work; egotistical recitals of our powers and attainments; all 
forms of self-obtrusion and self-aggression, — all these are abso- 
lutely fatal to the really deepest work committed to our hands. 
Our fellow-laborers know when our work is marred by self- 
conceit. The devil is delighted when he can lure us into self- 
display. Our own highest powers shrink and wither when we 
expose them to the glare of self-seeking publicity. They cannot 
bear a life like that, and they speedily lose their strength and 
beauty. J-urge you to avoid it. Never tell people what a clever 
fellow you are. Never write a private paragraph to the news- 
paper giving its readers the same information. It was said 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. 


of the Master whom we serve, ‘Ile shall. not strive nor cry, 
noither shall any man hear lig voice in the streets” Tt was 
the way tho Master went. Shall not the servant tread it, still? 
Of one thing wo can be perfectly sure: when we display our- 
selves, we hide our Lord; when we blow our own trumpet, men 
will not hear the still, small voice of God.” S. 

Suffering in Central Europe. — The distress and priva- 
tions of the people in Germany, Austria, and Poland are still 
great. Private letters and public news agree in picturing the 
sorrows and sufferings of these poor people. Our Synod is 
actively engaged in relieving the necessities of this stricken 
territory. Rev. O. H. Restin, 234 E. 62d St., New York, N. Y., 
is Treasurer of our European Relief Committee. Every person 
and every congregation ought to be mindful of the words of 
our Lord: “He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the 
Lord, and that which he hath given will Ie pay hin again.” 
Prov. 19, 17. fs “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall 
obtain mercy.” 

Here is real need, here 3 is real suffering, and God has given 
us the means to help. Let each one and each congregation, 
therefore, as God has blessed them, send their contribution to 
the Treasurer of their respective Districts. The world about 
us to-day is squandering and wasting the gifts of God while 
their fellow-men are perishing with hunger. Let us flee from 
this pollution of the world. Let us follow the admonition of 
our God, who tells us to do good, to be rich in good works, 
ready to distribute, willing to communicate. 1 ‘Tim. 6, 18. 19. 

S. 

More Lutheran Statistics. — The Lutheran Slandard 
(Ohio Synod) says editorially: “Early in January we received 
a summary of statistics for 1919 from the Lutheran Bureau 
of New York City. We were pleased, and expected to have it 
appear in the next number of the Standard; but in the very 
first paragraph we came across this, that ‘the increase in the past 
year was 211,000, an increase of nearly 10 per cent.2 We knew, 
of course, that such an increase was impossible, and we reluc- 
tantly laid the copy away. How the compiler made such a 
blunder and allowed it to go out we do not understand. But 
it has gone out, and, as far as we know, is going yet, and has 
made its appearance in the press outside the Lutheran Church. 
As a matter of fact, comparing the numbers given in the 
Lutheran Church Year Book for the two years, there was a loss 
in confirmed members of 598. This is by no means as heavy a 
loss as figures show for other denominations, yet it was a logs, 
and it behooves the Lutheran Church to reckon with it.” 

All statistics are only approximate, and the loss of 598 
members for 1919 must be revised upward or downward when 
the Missouri Synod statistics come in. That there has been 
no such increase as reported by the Lutheran Bureau is quite 
certain. G. 

Parochial Schools and Church Growth. — A Kansas puas- 
tor of the United Lutheran Church (Merger) acknowledges 
with thanks the receipt of one of our parochial school tracts 
and encloses a parish-paper from which we quote the following: 
“A Romanist has said: ‘Protestantism has no system of re- 
ligious education; it only thinks it has.’ Hero it is in a uut- 
shell. The parochial school anchors the child to the church 
as no other system does, as is evident to any one who will study 
the inner life of the Missouri Synod churches and their won- 
derful growth in the past forty years.” 

The Lutheran, the organ of the same Synod, said Febru- 
ary 19: “People talk about the parochial school as being un- 
American. In those Lutheran bodies where it is still in favor 
one thing is sure: the pupils honor the ministry. ‘The largest 
theological seminary in the land belongs to a Lutheran body 
where the parochial school is still holding its own. Another 
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thing is equally sure, and that is that no better citizens are 
found anywhere than are trained in these parochial schools.” 

Ought not such words of commendation encourage us to 
strain every effort towards the preservation of our schools and 
towards again building them up where they have perished? 
In another issue the Lutheran says, with reference to Lutheran- 
ism in the city of Chicago, that the work of our Synod is “by 
far the most rapid in development of any work in the city.” 
We know the reason. G. 

Parish Schools — the New Line of Attack. — In an 
cight-page pamphlet spread broadeast in Michigan by the forces 
that are there attempting to abolish the parish school, the 
“Religious Side” is touched upon. The Roman Catholic schools 
are the principal object of attack; but the argument of this 
tract is such that it leaves no room for any parish schools, 
whether Catholic, Lutheran, or Dutch Reformed. ‘The church- 
school is here decried as undemocratic. “The schools of a 
democracy will make democrats, and a non-democratic religion 
or a religion with a non-democratic church-polity will fare 
badly among a people surcharged with the ideals of democracy.” 
The Lutheran Church is listed together with the Roman 
Catholic as “undemocratic” because it “has no fellowship with 
other Churches.” This spirit is termed “utterly out of harmony 
with Bible-teaching and the spirit of Americanization.” Both 
“educate their youth in this intolerant spirit.” Hence — this 
is the arguinent — a true democracy cannot tolerate cither. 

We perccive very clearly that our brethren in Michigan 
are, in the present attack upon their schools, undergoing perse- 
cution for the sake of their faith. Because they abide by the 
Word of God, which prohibits fellowship with those who deny 
the clearly revealed truths of salvation, they are denounced as 
unchristian and un-American, and on this issue the fight is 
being waged. 

We have said enough about the democratic character of 
Lutheranism in the past. Our people need no rehearsal of the 
argument; our foes will not listen to it. It is a fight to the 
finish. But essential to our success is the demonstration, to 
the American public, of the attitude of our Church regarding 
education, religious fredom, and the separation of Church and 
State. We have nothing to hide, and if our position is under- 
stood, we have nothing to fear. 

The movement against all parochial schools is so well un- 
derstood by Roman Catholic. dignitaries that they have seen 
the necessity of coming out openly against it. At a Catholic 
Knights of Aimerica dinner given at St. Louis, a speaker said 
January 17: “There is undoubtedly a movement in this country 
to attack the Catholic religion through our parochial schools. 
If such laws are passed as strive to inake Catholic children 
attend public schools, the Catholic children will have to go to 
those schools where no religion is taught —it means a godless 
education. You ean’t scparate God and arithmetic, morality 
and religion. They can’t have any creeds; so our children 
would grow up to regard religion as a matter of Saturday and 
Sunday only.” 

Romanists would not come out so openly if the danger 
to the parish school were not a very real one. The issue is 
a religious one. 
which takes a definite doctrinal stand, is the driving force. 
Let this be clearly understood by Lutherans. The contest which 
is on touches principles which affect the very essence of re- 
ligious freedom, that freedom which is guaranteed to Prot- 
estants, Catholics, and Jews alike. G. 

The Interchurch Drive is to open April 25 and will close 
May 2. The budget is now set at $336,777,572, of which amount 
more than $175,000,000 is to be paid in 1920. The original 
budget was in excess of $1,330,000,000. The shrinkage of one 
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billion dollars is, no doubt, accounted for by the fact that the 
response of the denominations fell far below expectations. We 
note that the Northern Methodists were originally expected to 
contribute $261,000,000. This figure was reduced to about 
$63,000,000 in January, and in the final budget to about 
$34,000,000, and this includes $21,000,000 already subscribed for 
their Centenary Jubilee collection. In ordinary language we 
describe such a budget as “padded” to the amount of $21,000,000. 
The actual contribution of Methodists (M. E. North) is about 
$13,000,000. And even this amount has no official Methodist 
sanction. ‘This is only one example of the inscrutable finance 
which characterizes the Interchurch campaign. In reading the 
literature with which the Church has recently been flooded, 
we are threading «a maze which makes it almost impossible to 
arrive at fair judgments. One letter stated that “a practically 
complete Protestantism will unite in raising together the budget 
needed.” When this was printed, it was known that the Metho- 
dists refused to make any canvass; that the bishops of the 
Methodist Church South and North are against it; that the 
Southern Baptists refused to go into it; that the Episcopalians 
and Lutherans were holding aloof. It is hard even at this time 
to say which denominations are as such identified with the 
movement, and there is certainly no “practically complete Prot- 
estantism” moving along the same lines. 

The amount which the over-head “Interchurch” organiza- 
tion (which is not responsible to any denomination) is to re- 
ceive, is subject to similar uncertainties. We presume that 
the original arrangement that five per cent. of all moneys 
gathered in the drive will be handed over to Interchurch still 
stands. But how shall we harmonize with this a statement 
in the Bulletin of March 13: “These cooperating denominations 
will receive the money and spend it in accordance with denom- 
inational plans”? Of the $45,000,000 to be raised by the 
Northern Presbyterians one half is pledged to the Interchurch 
Movement; yet in the same issue of March 13 the Bulletin 
says: “In presenting this budget, the I. W. M. is asking nothing 
for itself,” and that “the I. W. M. is simply in the position of 
serving each and every denomination.” The mystery deepens 
when in the same Bulletin it is once more said that each 
denomination binds itself “to pay its pro rata share of the 
campaign expenses of the Interchurch World Movement.” 

Only so much is certain“that the Interchurch colossus is 
striding rough-shod over the constituted church-authorities. In 
a letter addressed to Presbyterians it was said that “the budget 
for the Presbyterian Church will not be determined by the 
Interchurch,” — yet this is precisely what has been done. Rev. 
Clyde R. Wheeland (Presbyterian) recently said: “The ‘steam 
roller’ method of ignoring protest and beating down opposition © 
and legitimate question for accurate information is fast losing . 
friends for the movement and destroying faith in the integrity 
of the administration, in spite of the fine-spun advertisements 
to the contrary.” And Rev. H. Vicars exclaims: “ ‘The good 
Lord have mercy on us,’ if the Presbyterian Church has been 
handed over and consigned for safe-keeping to the Interchurch 
Movement. We may as well quit right now, for we shall be 
bled to death financially, and hurled upon the rocks into the 
present frenzied finance and gold-brick business of the Inter- 
church Movement.” <A contributor to the Presbyterian charges 
that the denominations have been “either coerced or cajoled into 
the indifferent intermeddling Interchurch Movement.” Another - 
says that the movement is being “foisted on the churches by 
a self-appointed group of zealots.” 

Can a Movement so financed be of God? G. 

Publishing the Poverty of the Church.— The Inter- 
church World Movement, in its instructions to the cooperating 
churches, directs them to classify all pledges taken in the April 
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drive either as “Class A subscriptions” or as “Class B sub- 
scriptions.” Class A stands for church-members, Class B, for 
non-church-members. In each locality a united campaign com- 


mittee is to be appointed, which shall make a complete canvass 


of the churchless element. The Bulletin says: “The appeal for 
funds Is addressed directly to the 14,000,000 members of the 
cooperating denominations and to that large part of the 
110,000,000 Americans who are not members of any church.” 
The latter are also referred to as “the great army of free 
citizens [1], not directly [!] associated with any church, but 
Christians at heart [!!].” This group is called “No man’s land.” 
_The literature points out the great advantage of a united 
Protestant drive, since, if each denomination made its campaign 
individually, they might reach all church-people, which, how- 
ever, “barely touch the fringe of the 25,000,000 adherents of 
Protestantism who are not members in any church.” The 
promise is held out that all participating denominations will 
share in these donations obtained from the twenty-five millions 
who are outside the churches, but “Christians at heart.” 
Faithful Christians in the Reformed Churches are scan- 
dalized by this plan. Says Ford C. Ottman: “Think of the 
suggestion of the ‘untapped resources,’ and the golden streams 
that might be expected to flow from ‘no man’s land’ from those 
who had ‘no use for the church,’ but would be sympathetic with 
the appeal to humanitarian idealism! It passes the power of 
the imagination to picture the overwhelming humiliation of the 
Church of God. Had the denominations come together and 
called their constituent churches to a day of fasting and prayer 
that the sins of the nations might be owned and the sore need 
and suffering be pleaded with God, there might be hope yet. 
But there is nothing of this. And the Church, passing the hat 
in supplication to the ungodly, publishes abroad the poverty 
of God,’ — by which latter phrase the writer means the poverty 
of the Church in things of the Spirit. It is that, wherever the 
Interchurch Movement has received the endorsement of the 
Church. It is a declaration of bankruptcy. What an oppor- 
tunity for scoffers and blasphemers! And what hardening of 


hearts of those who have ever maintained that the Church is- 


“ofter the money”! . G. 
The Decay of Protestantism. — The Rev. J. J. Phelan of 
Toledo (Baptist) recently suggested that modern churches 
should be equipped for pool, bilfiards, and bowling, and pro- 
visions for dancing, “which has a true value as physical exer- 
cise.” Dr. H. W. Knickerbocker (Methodist) of Marlin, Tex., 
preached a sermon on the value of football, paying a “high 
tribute” to the “scrub-teams.” A regular service on skates was 
conducted at Montclair, N.J., in January at a local park, the 
pastor leading the skaters. The young people skated “about on 
the pond singing a hymn,” and after the services, coffee was 
served. Rev. R. J. Rutt of Omaha, a Presbyterian, has pro- 
vided spooning parlors for boarding-house people in the new 
‘“Gnstitutional” church which he is erecting. At Denver, Rev. 
G. S. Lackland (Methodist) had a negro jazz-band, and an- 
nounced that the innovation “went over big”; there was stand- 
ing room only. He adds: “Christ was no monk. Certainly the 
churches are no better than Christ.” At Goodland, Ind., Rev. 
H. E. Bicksler (Presbyterian) announced an “Automobile Sun- 
day,” with addresses on “The Automobile as a Social and Re- 
ligious Force in the Community” by himself. and three laymen. 
At Virginia, Minn., Rev. Dr. Preston Bradley christened a 
monkey at the Zoo (Afinneapolis Journal, March 20, 1920). 
The pity is that good, faithful, old-fashioned Bible Chris- 
tians and preachers will continue in fellowship with such sen- 
sation-mongers, charlatans, and blasphemers. “Woe to that 
man by whom offense cometh!” But— “Neither be partakers 
of other men’s sins.” There is no sadder spectacle in the Chris- 
tian Church to-day than the Ncformed pastors who still believe 
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in the atoning blood of Christ, justification by faith, the resur- 
rection, the judgment, heaven and hell, preachers who set forth 
essentially Christian doctrine, yet remain in partnership with 
scoffers, destroyers, spiritual wolves. One might as well expect 


‘a Retail Merchants’ Association to go into partnership with 


the Safe-blowers’ and Porch-climbers’ Union. But even this 
comparison can really only be made with apologies to the safe- 
blowers and porch-climbers, since they only rob men of their 
pelf, while these preachers dishonor the Savior of men and 
harden the hearts against His Gospel. G. 

Methodism, having helped put over bone-dry prohibi- 
tion, is now girding herself for new conquests. The opening 
gun for national Sabbath legislation was fired J anuary 1, when 
the Tennessee Conference submitted to Congress a proposal 
that a law be enacted which will make it impossible for any 
railway to operate trains on Sunday, and prohibit the circula- 
tion of Sunday newspapers and all Sunday trading, “the pur- 
pose of this act being to express our national determination to 
honor the Sabbath-day and keep it holy, as God commands.” 
(Congressional Record, p. 3377 f.) 

There is not the slightest chance for such a bill to be 
passed. We are now spending $20,000,000 a year enforcing the 
prohibition amendment, and even that is not sufficient, — the 
churches must be called upon to appoint committees for the 
insurance of effective suppression of King Barleycorn, deceased. 
But, after all, if the kingdom of: God may be advanced by 
making the country dry, then why not by shutting down busi- 
ness on Sundays? Only let the bill be framed so as to include 
the entire Mosaic legislation concerning the Sabbath. The 
Jews were forbidden to pick up sticks on the Sabbath, and 
to kindle a fire. Shall we then limit our prohibition to the 
running of trains and keeping open of shops? And shall not 
the churches be found willing to help enforce such an act of 
Congress by appointing committees who will secure the arrest 
of women who started a fire in the range on the “Sabbath,” 
and of men who pick up sticks? Also, the penalties provided 
are not Biblical. Fines from $100 to $10,000 seem pretty severe, 
but in the olden days the Jews were commanded to execute upon 
the transgressor capital punishment by stoning. Why not go 
the whole length when you start at all on Old Testament 
grounds? 

But the proposition advanced by the Tennessee Methodists 
is not only inconsistent, it is un-Biblical and un-American. 
Un-Biblical, for the Sabbath ordinance was a law made for 
the Jews, but abrogated and canceled by the Lord Himself, 
and by His atoning death, for Christians. Un-American, for 
even if Christians were bound by the Sabbath laws of the Old 
Testament, they would have no right to impose this law upon 
the nation. There are American citizens who hold that the 
day of rest obligatory upon Christians is not Sunday, but 
Saturday. To commit our country to the proposition that the 
divinely ordained day of rest is Sunday would violate the citizen 
rights of those who worship on Saturdays. Where, then, would 
be the perfect equality which the Constitution guarantees to 
all citizens, regardless of color or religion? 

The bill proposed by the Methodists of Tennessee is a freak 
which will not receive any consideration from a Congressional 
Committee; but it is a straw which shows which way the 
Calvinistic wind is blowing. G. 

Publicity Needed! — Yea, badly necded, imperatively 
needed, for the Lutheran doctrine concerning Church and 
State. Do not grow impatient, reader, that we touch this 
subject again, — the well-being of country and Church alike 
depends upon the recognition of those truths which we, in har- 
mony with the creators of the American State, hold regarding 
the relation of Church and Government. If anywhere, then 
here our claim that we rear intelligent American citizens must 
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receive acceptance. For what is the doctrine of our Church 
on this point? It is this: — 

All who “want to rule city and State by the law of Moses” 
are wild fanatics; nay, says our Confession, are bereft of 
reason. (Ap. Conf. 16, 57). “The Gospel does not make new 
laws for the world, but preaches forgiveness of sins and estab- 
lishes the eternal kingdom in the hearts. Christ taught His 
apostles insistently that they must not attempt to rule nations, 
but preach the heavenly kingdom.” 

Luther says: “Shall we attempt to rule the world by the 
Gospel? No, not until you have made all the world Christian. 
But the world, the masses, will ever remain unchristian. A uni- 
versal rule according to the Gospel among the nations, or even 
in one nation, is not to be thought of.” 

Quote these sentences to any intelligent American, and he 
will say: “How admirably stated! How true! This‘is, indeed, 
in harmony with Americanism!” 

Dr. Andrews, of Temple, Texas, told the Baptist Conven- 
tion at Houston recently that “legislation cannot be made a 
remedy of all evils; the devil will find employment for his 
disciples faster than the legislatures can destroy them. If the 
supply of labor spent in the devil’s work is to be diminished, 
it must be by alienating the loyalty of his disciples. This is 
the mission of churches rather than of legislatures.” 

Lord Cramworth was once told that “Christianity is part 
and parcel of the law of England.” He asked, in reply: — 

“Were you ever employed to draw up an indictment against 
a man for not loving his neighbor as himself?” 

A brilliant retort, expressive of a principle which, more- 
over, at a flash, shows the emptiness of the boast that by cutting 
off the supply of drink or forcing worldlings to go idle on 
Sundays true righteousness has scored an advance. G. 

The Inefficiency of Organization. — “What are we doing 
about the Great Commission to preach the Gospel?” asks a 
Presbyterian writer, and he explains that “this weck we have 
no attention to pay to that because we have a dozen reports 
to make out to various organizations. We spend most of our 
time,” he continues, “making ‘surveys, conducting ‘drives,’ 
writing reports to every sort of organization under the sky, 
measuring floor-space of our church-kitchens — and doing vari- 
ous other things. And all this is called ‘efficiency of adminis- 
tration” Of course, we need organization. But we are or- 
ganized almost to death.” 

The Methodist Year-Book for 1920, just out, illustrates the 
insufficiency of organization. The Methodists are wonderfully 
organized, as a glance at the lists of bishops and district super- 
intendents, missionary, benevolent, and educational agencies 
will show. But with all this great machinery, with all these 
paid secretaries, missionary and educational boards, leagues, 

commissions, not to mention the Centenary Movement with its 
| five-year budget of a hundred million, Church Extension, De- 
partment of City Work (the affiliated societies are listed on 
five close-printed pages), Department of Rural Work, Frontier 
Work, Evangelism, Publicity, Board of Temperance, Deaconess 
Work, etc., etc., the statistics show that Methodism had a net 
loss of 50,000 members last year. Is this really efficiency? 

Organization does not even get the money. When the 
‘New Era” movement was started in the Presbyterian Church 
last year, a great budget was subscribed and oversubscribed. 
The understanding was that no more appeals would come from 
the general boards. But “in the mean time, appeals have come 
with the old-time urgency, asking for special offerings,” says 
a contributor to the Presbyterian, and he asks, “If the New 
Era Movement is tho success so loudly proclaimed, why should 
the Church still be flooded with these continuous appeals for 


‘special offerings’ ?” 
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We of the Missouri Synod are earnestly asking what shall 
be done to remove from our body the reproach of continual 
deficits. Let us strengthen, where that may be found necessary 
and advisable, our organization. But let us not pin our hopes - 
to organization, as if the multiplication of officers, movements, 
and societies is in itself a guarantee of church-efficiency. 
We may be undermanned now in some departments. But there 
is such a thing as overestimating the power of organized ac- 
tivity. What we need is pastors and teachers who roll up their 
sleeves and work with might and main each in his parish, and 
laymen who take a sincere and enthusiastic interest in the work 
of their local church. Down in Louisiana, so we read in the 
Southern Lutheran, there is a missionary who takes two trains, 
sometimes -spending a night at a flag-station, and then rides 
fifteen miles in a one-horse buggy to reach one of his charges. 
Another has started a new mission and has organized a cat- 
echism class of ‘three children. He “hopes for the best,” and 
well may the church hope for the best where such work is done. 
These and their likes are the men who have, under God, made 
the Missouri Synod. 

Let us beware of the craze for “organizing something.” 
We have the warning example of other churches, who, as one 
of their spokesmen recently said, “never had so much machinery, . 


~never so many men with jobs of directing others, and yet the 


last year has been about the most barren of actual results that 
we have had for some time.” All is not gold that glitters, and 
while organization is good, and the best just good enough, yet 
the Word of God alone can build and preserve the Church. 
Put a pin there. G. 


Roper and the Lutherans.— A month or two ago, Mr. 


‘Roper (since resigned), on behalf of the Internal Revenue 


Department, sent a letter to the clergy suggesting that com- 
mittees be appointed by the churches for the purpose of re- 
porting domestic breweries, backyard bottling-works, and hand- 
power distilleries to the greatest government in the world. 

We have before us two expressions on the subject, both by 
American Lutherans. One is an editorial from the Lutheran 
(United Church, or Merger), and the other is a conference 
resolution by some Missouri Synod pastors in the East. We 
reprint these comments, leaving to the reader the privilege of 
guessing who is the author of which. 

(1.) “The circular letter sent out by Mr. Daniel C. Roper, 
Commissioner of Internal Revenue, has created considerable 
discussion on account of its appeal to the clergy for support 
in enforcing the Prohibition Amendment. Sensitive consciences 
fear a trespass on the prerogatives of the Church. But the 
letter certainly contains a compliment to the influence of the 
ministry. And the Church will naturally follow with interest 
the course of the law its members helped to put upon the statute 
books of the nation. While the Church and State must be 
forever separate as institutions, obligations relating to both 
rest upon the same individual.” 

(2.) “Your appeal to the Church to be an active agent 
in enforcing the Prohibition law is contrary to the fundamental 
law. If it be said that your appeal is mercly a request, the 
answer must be, Yes, but a request to violate the Constitution 
of the land. Hence, the request itself violates the Constitution. 
You have made the request, no doubt, because you thought the 
welfare of the country demanded it. The welfare of the country 
being the object of all legislation, other officials may in the 
course of time think that what you request should be made 
a matter of law and compulsion. There is real danger that 
what is a request in the beginning may develop into a command 
in the end. Our attitude, therefore, must be: ‘Principiis obsta! 
(Resist the entering wedge!)” 

You guessed it. G. 
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ENGLISH DISTRICT MISSIONS. 


The Mission Board is happy to report that the work of 
building up the kingdom of our Savior is progressing. Three 
stations have become self-supporting. 

West New York, N.J., was served as a preaching-station 
for several years until, in 1916, Pastor Jena took charge as 
resident pastor. In December, 1916, he reported only 26 com- 
municants, but under his faithful and efficient ministration the 
number grew to about 100, and St. Paul’s resolved to be a 
self-supporting church. 

Mount Olive, Cleveland, was established in 1916. Pastor 
Stein was called, and the Lord also blessed his labors, so that 
in December, 1919, there were almost 200 members enrolled. 
And now Mount Olive resolved to relieve the Mission Board of 
further subsidy. . 

The third congregation to become self-supporting is the 
Church of Our Redeemer, Indianapolis, Ind. In spring of 1919, 
two members of the Board visited Indianapolis and were con- 
vinced that there was a large field for an exclusively English 
church on the north side of the city. Rev. W. Hifert of Kansas 
City, Mo., accepted a call and was installed in December. Ser- 
vices were held in a theater and were very well’ attended. In 
February of this year the organization was effected. In March 
there were 30 voting and about 85 communicant members 
enrolled. The attendance is usually 150 to 200. Every member 
was asked for his subscription, and the results were so good 
that the congregation resolved to be self-supporting at once. 

Thus a few lines are sufficient to record the results, but 
volumes could be filled if an attempt were made to give a com- 
plete account of the praying and preaching, the planning and 
pleading by the missionaries to bring about these results. 

Most of the remaining stations also show progress. Our 
prayer is that they, too, will become sufficiently strong to permit 
the Board to establish missions elsewhere. 

Owing to the still mounting cost of living, the Board ad- 
vised the missions to raise the salaries of their pastors. Some 
of the missions are able to assume a portion of this increase, 
but the Board was compelled to increase the subsidics materially 
in other cases. 

Our congregations have responded very loyally to the appeal 
ef the Finance Committee as the receipts for the Mission Treas- 
ury have been considerably augmented over the past. 

E. F. HLAErte.. 


ST. JOHN’S COLLEGE, WINFIELD, KANS. 


Sad to say, we must again report the death of a St. John’s 
student. True, Mr. Frank Frazier, of whom we speak, did not 
of late years attend St. John’s, but he kept in such close touch 


with us that we always considered him one of our college family. . 


While here, he took a select course, emphasizing Religion, but 
because of a physical handicap he did not aspire to the ministry. 
When a request came to us for a supply in parochial school 
work, Frank responded, and taught successively and successfully 
at Newton and Wichita, Kans., also at Storm Lake, Iowa, and 
Green Garden, Nebr. But the strain proving too great on his 
health, he for the last few years entered the employ of a business 
firm at Norfolk, Nebr., where he died March 17, a victim to 
influenza complications. His pastor, Rev. F.’C. Brandhorst, 
writes of him: “He was chiefly instrumental in organizing 
Grace English Lutheran Church, served as a member of the 


building committee, and was elder and Sunday-school super- * 


intendent.” 
The deceased was not without poetical talent; some of his 
poems were published in the Witness and in other church- 


papers. eo 
Brief addresses in his memory were made in our college 


chapel. 
Winfield, Kans. A. W. Meyer. 


A DEDICATION IN THREE LANGUAGES. 


The services at the dedication of its new house of worship 
by Christ Polish Lutheran Church at Colgate, Md., on Sunday, 
March 14, were of unusual importance and significance, not only 
to this congregation, but to all who have the welfare of our 
church and country at heart. 

The Americanization plans of the Interior Department have 
given rise to much discussion, and led to the organization of 
movements innumerable. That there should be considerable 
confusion of thought and misdirected effort in connection with 
this matter is perhaps to be expected. It may be wise, therefore, 
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to ask ourselves how these activitics will affect our Church, 
which, because of the polyglot character of its members, occu- 
pies a unique position in this country. They have caused us no 
great concern in the past, just as they caused Christ Polish 
Lutheran Church little concern in the arrangement of its dedi- 
cation services. Nor will they cause us great concern in the 
future if we are permitted to perform our proper duties in . 
accordance with the Scriptural principles which, for us, deter- 
mine everything. 

Under the guidance of its pastor, who preaches acceptably 
in four languages, the congregation arranged an order of service 
by printing the same hymns, verse for verse, in three parallel 
columns, in Polish, German, and English. These hymns were 
sung simultaneously by the worshiping congregation. The 
church choir rendered three appropriate selections, and also used 
a different language for each selection. There were three brief 
sermons: the Polish by Rev. T. Fehlau, Trenton, N.J.; the 
German by Rev. .L. Roehm, Overlea, Md.; and the English by 
Rev. D. H. Steffens, West Henrietta, N.Y. Even the formal 
request to open the church in the name of the Holy Trinity, at 
the presentation of the church key to the pastor, was made in 
three languages. At the luncheon, which followed the services, 
these, and possibly other languages, were used indiscriminately 
and promiscuously. Despite this diversity of gifts, the entire 
congregation was animated by one spirit: gratitude to the Lord 
of the Church, devotion to His cause, and loyalty to His Gospel 
Kingdom. Certainly it must be admitted that this cannot fail 
to have a bearing upon the civic life of these people. This was 
pointed out by one of the pastors, who took for his text Iizek. 
11,16, and compared the Lutheran Poles in this country with 
the scattered members of the Old Testament Church. [le said: 
“Just as God in His mercy established the covenant people 
amongst strangers, and made these strangers to be their friends 
and protectors, so God has made these children of the New 
Testament Dispersion to dwell in peace and safety in our midst. 
In His own good time He will also raise up men of eminence 
and power among them, even as He is now, more and more, 
leading them to take part in all those activities which make 
for the lasting good of this their adopted home.” 

Colgate, Md. Ep. ENGELBERT. 


Mr. Voting MemsBer, — 


Take your WITNESs to your regular meetings and read cer- 
tain articles which you have previously marked for this purpose. 
You will find that the members will listen with interest. Try 
it and be convinced. I did. 


Davenport, Iowa. W. H. GEIsuer. 


Religious Press. 


TOO LITTLE THEOLOGY. 


The great need of the Church to-day is to educate, instruct, 
teach. Even those who have been given to deprecating instruc- 
tion in the past, and who have laid great stress on the mere 
arousing of the emotions, are beginning to stress this need of 
teaching. Many who have disparaged theological distinctions, 
and who have talked about “too much doctrine” are beginning 
to realize that the times are suffering from too little theological 
information. In discussing the revelations made in the report 
of the special committee of the Church of England, relative to 
the religious ignorance of the soldiers, The Western Christian 
Advocate (Methodist) speaks almost like a Lutheran paper: — 

“The farmers of Puritan New England,” it says, “were well- 
informed theologians. They discussed the great doctrines of the 
Bible over their plow-handles, at fence-corners, and by the road- 
side. This made them big-brained and big-hearted men, capable 
of independent thought, and thus capable of self-government. 
The democracy of that day was intelligent and secure, because 
based on a quality of manhood that can only come from pro- 
found religious knowledge and convictions. The themes that 
then commanded interest and universal discussion have largely 
dropped out of the thought and conversation of the men of 
to-day, e. g., the triune personality of God, sin, atonement, justi- 
fication, predestination, election, the union of the divine and 
human in Christ, immortality, and future judgment. Some of 
these themes, like predestination and election, have been dropped 
from the realm of the practical, but for the most part they are 
as vital, important, and necessary to human thought and life 
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to-day as they ever were. The Church that allows these great 
Scriptural doctrines to drop out of its catechetical instructions 
loses its grip on the hearts, minds, convictions of the generations 
it should train in religious knowledge and experience. To all 
practical purposes the Bible has been censored by the neglect 
and incompetence of its ordained teachers. While, the theo- 
retical and technical knowledge of Christian doctrine may have 
sometimes been overemphasized in some branches of the Church, 
as in the ritualistic and State Churches of Europe in days gone 
by, yet the minimizing of such knowledge is the fatal defect of 
the Church to-day. It is as true now as of old that ‘the people 
perish from lack of knowledge.’ Religion, in order to be vital 
and redemptive, must always be based on knowledge. Profound 
spirituality is impossible without profound knowledge-intelli- 
gence in the truths and teachings of the Bible.” 

Even some doctrines that modern preachers like to pass by 
are regarded as important, for the writer goes on to say: “Afen 
have been so afraid of preaching a hell for the unredeemed 
sinner of the future that they have, by their very neglect of an 
inevitable and eternal truth, transforined the world of to-day 
into a veritable hell of agony and strife. ° hey have been so 
timid in proclaiming the cross of Christ as the only remedy 
for a lost world that the world has become lost to all the great 
principles of divine love and human brotherhood as it has not 
been for a thousand years. Jrom this time on the preacher of 
the Gospel must become a teacher of the Gospel, with a thor- 
oughness, fidelity, and power not known to the past generation 
and more.” — Lutheran. 


Secular Press. 


THE OLD-FASHIONED FAMILY PEW. 

(EDITORIAL Note. — The following little editorial appeared in 
the Republican Herald of Winona ten or twelve years ago. We re- 
printed it at the time in Lutheran Herald, and it has been making 
the rounds of the religious press ever since. If you do not file your 
WITNESS, clip this and pass it on. — G.) 


One sometimes hears a deal of nonsense about the danger 
of creating a prejudice against religion in the mind of a child 
by making him attend church once a week. The danger would 
seem to be about one-tenth as great as that of arousing a prej- 
udice against education by sending him to school twice a day. 
In both cases the remedy lies in the good sense of the parents 
and their estimate of the value of religion and education care- 
fully instilled into the child’s mind. The purpose of bringing 
children to church is to form in them the habits, to surround 
them with the atmosphere, and to impart to them the instruction 
which conduces to the reception of divine grace and the forma- 
tion of Christian character, and also to the making of good 
churchmen, ready to do their work in the world. 

Let one number in his own congregation those who by their 
character, their devotion and efficiency, constitute its real life 
and force, and who derive from the ministrations of the Church 
the highest pleasure and benefit. Jour out of five of them will 
be found to have been trained to churchgoing in childhood. 

The strength of the Church has been in the old-fashioned 
family pew, with father at one end and mother at the other, 
and a stairway of more or less restless children between. From 
that pew have gone out the upright, devout, consecrated men 
and women, who have loved the Church, and maintained her 
worship, and done her work in their several generations. For 
the sake of the Church, and especially for the sake of the chil- 
dren, let it be restored. 

Tf it be impossible for the children to attend both Sabbath- 
school and the church service, this writer would say, by all 
means teach them the Catechism at home and bring them to 
church, that they may learn to worship God in the congregation 
of His people. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND GOOD CITIZENSHIP. 


(In an editorial of the Globe-Democrat of St. Louis, Mo., 
we read the following remarks, which are nothing more nor less 
than a very cogent argument in favor of our parochial schools. 
We hope that it is an indication of public opinion’s becoming 
more and more favorable to this valuable, but much-maligned 
institution.) 

“Tt was Solomon who said, ‘Bring up a child in the way 
he should go, and when he is old, he will not depart from it.’ 
An old English proverb says, ‘As the twig is bent, the tree is 
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inclined,’ and other languages express the same thought in prov- 
erb form. The problem of religious education in the United 
States, the building up of strong moral character as a basis for 
good citizenship, is a grave one. With more than 80 per cent. 
of boys and girls leaving the public school before they are 
fourteen years of age, and with at least 50 per cent. of these 
securing no instruction of any other kind, religious or secular, 
it 18 easy to see that the foundation for good citizenship is not 
being broadly and solidly laid, and that we are not imparting 
to our youth in the mass those principles of righteousness which 
must, in turn, by them be made to govern the relations of our 
own country with the rest of the world. If, as we believe, the 
moral standard of other nations in determining international 
relations will not be one whit higher than that of the United 
States, or, as we also believe, if it will be lower, and to us will 
belong the task of leadership in that respect, how gravely should 
we feel our responsibility for the religious education of our 
young people and the molding of the principles which will 
govern them as citizens in determining the spirit of our public 
life and of our attitude towards the rest of the world. 

_ “The moral character-building effect of home-life is weaken- 
ing in this country, owing to the changed conditions of living. 
The home as it was known half a century ago has largely ceased 
to exist in our large cities and industrial centers. The religious 
instruction which centered there is in a considerable measure 
gone, and adequate substitutes for it have not yet been created. 
The schools which specifically teach religion and seek to mold 
character are not in touch with a proportion of the youth of 
America so large that it has been estimated as high as one-half. 
All sorts of organizations are springing up to bring to bear 
upon the lives of boys and girls in their character-forming 
period influences which will in a measure compensate for this 
lack of home-training; but in their present stage of develop- 
ment they are woefully inadequate to the task. If we are to 
have a future citizenship that will be sound to the cote, one 
that will keep alive in our public and in our private relations 
the spirit of righteousness, we must touch more fully the de- 
veloping characters of the boys and girls of America with 
religious influences. Mere education in a secular sense will not 
accomplish it, though the banishment of ignorance is highly 
to be desired. The nation which will be able to lead the world 
out of its present chaos and establish it on a firm foundation 
of peace through righteousness will not necessarily be the nation 
whose citizens have the most highly developed minds, but that 
one whose citizens have been the most generally educated in 
righteousness. Happy will it be for the world if it be the same 
nation which has both the highest educated mind and the most 
righteous spirit.” 


EXTRAVAGANCE IN DRESS. 


Since that is one’s God to which he devotes most of his 
time, study, and effort, it is painfully evident that there are 
many who make dress, and the things which are used for per- 
sonal adornment, the object of their worship, and so are wor- 
shiping “other gods.” This is done regardless of the injunction, 
“Thou shalt have no other gods before Me,” and also of the 
admonition that “wheresoever your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also.” 

Surely it is time to “turn from these vanities unto the 
living God.” 

_ We are, as Ovid says, “always striving for things forbidden, 
and coveting those denied us.” Mankind has all down the ages 
yearned for the “things which profit nothing’; but certainly 
there has never been a time when poor deluded humanity has 
made such strenuous efforts to satisfy its unholy yearnings as 
to dress and personal adornment generally as at the present. 
Every one who is at all thoughtful and observant will testify 
to these things, especially those living in cities; but the obser- 
vation applies to the people generally. Women and girls work- 
ing in stores, mills, factories, and shops are no longer content 
to go to their employment dressed neatly and economically as 
well as appropriately, but the majority of them are attired in 
a way that would normally give the idea that they are going to 
some social function, some as if they were going to a ball. Dress 
hats, fine gloves, high-heel shoes, costly silk hose, furs, ribbons, 
jewelry, gewgaws, and even false hair go to make up their cos- 
tumes in many instances; indeed, it is almost the rule. Then, 
as appropriate to this costume, are the powdered and painted 
cheeks. The folly of it all is seen when it is realized that all 
these things and a living are to be paid for out of salaries that 
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are too often only enough for a living. When night comes, 
many of these same workers are to be found at various places 
of amusement, retiring late and rising early next morning, not 
well rested, to make an elaborate toilet and repeat the previous 
day’s program. It is inevitable that the result of this daily 
coinbination of extravagance and loss of rest must be disastrous. 
Semiweekly Farm News, Dallas, Tex. 


JAZZ AS A RELIGIOUS AWAKENER. 


(Epirors “LuTHeraN Witness”: — Enclosed an editorial 
which appeared in one of our local dailies. Coming from the 
pen of a secular writer, expressing the opinion of an apparent 
outsider on the needs of the Church, modern methods, ete., we 
thought it splendid. Does he not discountenance “revivalisin” 
with its “pep,” “punch,” and “kick,” and advise a return to the 
setting forth of “creeds”? We think this clipping is worth 
while reprinting in full. — A Reaper.) 

The pastor of a church out in Denver has employed a negro 
jazz band to play at his church and is delighted with results. 
“It went over big,” he is quoted as saying. ‘The people simply 
eat it up.” 

The reverend gentleman’s reasons for preferring Jazz are 
interesting. Something had to be done to liven up the church- 
service, he says. The music in most churches tends to put the 
congregation to sleep, he declares, while a jazz orchestra will 
wake them up and put the worshipers in a more receptive mood 
for the sermon. Jazz music woke up Irance, and why not use 
it to wake up the church, he wants to know. “Let’s wake it up 
with some real music,” he exclaims cestatically, “musie that has 
pep, a punch, and a kick, and which will put the hearers in 
a {frame of mind to appreciate the blessings of religion.” 

This is a new view from’ the inside of what the Church 
needs, an oticial view, it might be said. Is it really a solution 
of a much-discussed problem¢ ‘here is a general feeling even 
in religious circles that the Church needs something, but that 
the lack could be supplied by jazz has probably not occurred to 
many. If its needs are for the elements of “pep” and “punch” 
and “kick,” and these can’t be supplied by jazz music, why, of 
course, there is but one thing to do — provide the jazz. 

It has not, however, seemed to observers generally, there 
is reason to believe, that any defects in the church were duo to 
an absence of the enlivening elements mentioned. If it has at 
times seemed to betray a lack, it has not scemed at first thought 
that “pep” and “punch” were the missing qualities. ‘They do 
not suggest themselves immediately to the perhaps dull and not 
thoroughly informed onlookers as the special requirements of 
u place of prayer and praise and worship. Of course, if what 
the pastor has in mind is a stimulation of zeal in following on 
after the Lord, or a strengthening of faith, or a religious uplhitt, 
no fault can be found with his purpose, though some objection 
inight be made to his mode of expression. But can jazz perform 
this service ¢ 

Undoubtedly church musie might often be improved, — 
there are too many droning hymns, — but jazz does not seem 
to encourage piety when heard outside of the church, aud why 
it should do so within church-walls is not quite clear to the non- 
clericul mind. It sometimes scems to the layman that what the 
church needs is not “pep” or “punch,” but an increase of spifit- 
uality, a greater and firmer faith, a confidence so deep in the 
goodness and mercy of the Power above that the sense of 1b 
permeates the very atmosphere of the sanctuary. Deep in the 
hearts of those who attend church — and of those who do not 
— jis a desire for the comfort and peace and sense of security 
that corue froin the teachings of those who themselves believe, 
and believe intensely. 

It wus Oliver Wendell Holmes who once advised a minister 
not to discuss doubts from the pulpit, — for his hearers had 
enough of them,— but to preach his beliefs and to set torth 
causes for peace and rejoicing. Perhaps if this plan were uni- 
versally followed, there would be no need for jazz as a pulpit aid. 

(Indianapolis Star.) 


GERMAN IN THE WASHINGTON, D. C., PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


Washington, April 2.— Teaching of the German language 
is to be resumed in the public schools of Washington. | It was 
provided for in the District of Columbia appropriation bill, 
which passed the Ilouse. Instruction in German was aban- 
doned in 1918 by Congress, at the request of educational 
authorities. ‘To-day school officials gave their approval to the 
resumption. 
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Mbituary. 





Rev. Martin Rossmann. 


“Man gocth to his long home, and the mourners go about 
the streets,” — and there were many that mourned when it be- 
eame known that the Rev. Martin Rossmann had become a 
victim of the treacherous disease — iniluenza-pneumonia. ‘The 
death of this pastor seems so unseasonable to us, for thereby a 
promising aud useful lite has been cut short in the heyday of 
youth. He attained the age of only 25 years, 4 months, and 
S days. — He was the oldest son of Teacher Albert and Mrs. 
Sophia Rossmann and was born to them on October 4, 189-4, at 
White Creek, Ind. Having reached the proper age, he attended 
the Christian day-school at that place, and after confirmation, in 
1908, went to Concordia College, Fort Wayne, Ind., and later 
entered Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, graduating in 1917. 
He accepted a call as missionary in southern Oregon and was 
installed in office at Klamath Falls. This was an entirely new 
mission-field of our Church, and the Rev. M. Rossmann was the 
only Lutheran minister in a territory several hundred miles 
square. With his whole heart in the work, he at once began 
gathering the scattered Lutherans and the still unchurched 
about the means of grace. His faithful labors were not in vain. 
Warmed by the genial beams of the Sun of Rightcousness, his 
fervent preaching kindled a glow in others. 


While at Montague, Cal., one of his preaching-stations, on 
February 2, 1920, the now deceased pastor became so ill that he 
was foreed to read his sermon to the people who had assembled 
for worship in a private dwelling. He returned to Klamath 
Falls the next day. On February 8 pneumonia sect in and on 
February 12 the precious life had ceased, and the spirit re. 
turned unto God who gave it. Rev. Geo. Theiss, a brother 
inissionary, came several hundred miles to minister to hts co- 
laborer while he was yet alive. “IXeep it up, Theiss.” thus spoke 


the dying friend when the Rev. Theiss read and expounded 


words of comfort to him. Once more the Rev. M. Rossmann 
was privileged to partake of the blessed Sacrament, and thus 
he died in the Lord. : 

At Klamath Falls the Rev. Geo. Theiss also preached the 
funeral sermon based on Luke 7, 11—15. 

On September 9 of last year Pastor Rossmann had entered 
the bonds of holy wedlock with Miss Olga Baade, of Madison, O. 
And now the bride of only a few months, and also Pastor Theiss, 
accompanied the precious remains on the long journey to White 
Creek, Ind., where interment took place on Iebruary 20. Here 
the Rev. Geo. Baumeszrt delivered the funcral sermon in the 
German language, his text being Hos. 6,1, and the undersigned 
spoke words of comfort in the English language from Iecl. 12, 
5 b—8. 

The widow, the parents, two brothers, four sisters, other 
relatives, and a host of friends of the deceased mourn his carly 
departuré. 

“The silver cord is loosed, the golden bow! is broken.” 
“Come, and let us return unto the Lord; for He hath torn, 
and Fle will heal us; He hath smitten, and He will bind us up.” 


P. L. DANNENFELDT. 





Dutheran Laynen’s League. 


(Eprrorniar Nore. — By arrangement with the L. L. L. Campaign 
Commitiee, this column is supplied by Rev. R. Jesse as Special Cam- 
paign Correspondent.) 


April 18! 


We are standing at the threshold of the goal. The last 
effort is to be made. The Endowment Fund is to be completed. 
Will it be finished? ‘The answer is conditioned by one word — 
cooperation. Cooperation is all that is required. Let 4,000 and 
more congregations bend to the task, and the end will crown 
the work. April 18 is the Rally Day. Memberships will be 
solicited; the renewal of old memberships will be requested as 
a self-evident matter of fact; congregations that have not yet 
cooperated will be extended the final opportunity; undersub- 
scribed congregations can with a little effort fill their quota, 
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and already oversubscribed congregations are appealed to gener- 
ously to lend a helping hand once more. Coopcration spells the 
success to which the L.L.L. looks confidently forward. Will 
it be granted? The barometer will answer the question in the 
near future. ; 

That the barometer may speedily show the upward leap, 
a special request is made to gather gleanings quickly and with 
the motto in mind, “One to-day is worth two to-morrows,” or, 
“Have you somewhat to do to-morrow? Do it to-day!” The 
treasurers of congregations can render great service by forward- 
ing all remittances with promptness. . 


The L. L. L. Convention. 


In the issue of March 30 the official announcement of the 
L. L. L. convention was made. To make the meeting a real in- 
spiration, the cordial invitation to attend it should be accepted 
by large numbers. Undoubtedly among the delegates to the 
synodical convention, which begins its sessions on the 16th of 
June in the same city, Detroit, will be many who hold member- 
ship in the L.L.L. To them it should be the greatest pleasure 
to arrive in the convention city two days earlier to attend the 
first general mecting of their large body. But over and above 
these many, many members will wish to be present, and they are 
herewith most cordially urged to attend if they can in any wise 
make it possible to do so. These many years thousands of 
pastors and teachers have found their synodical and conference 
meetings indispensable. They need them to gather inspiration 
and encouragement, and for the more efficient conduct of their 
work. Here is a meeting especially for laymen to stir them to 
greater enthusiasm, and to give them the encouragement which 
the meeting will inspire. That many may attend to gather the 
benefits to be derived, is the ardent wish of the L. L. L. 

All wishing to attend will kindly notify Mr. Chr. P. Tietze, 
558 Mack Ave., Detroit, Mich., at their earliest convenience in 
order to enable him to provide a meeting-place large enough 
to accommodate all who will come. In each instance the person 
signifying his or her intention to attend must give his or her 
name in full, the exact address, and also the date of arrival 
in Detroit. If it is desired that Mr. Tietze should also make 
hotel reservations, this request, too, should be expressly stated. 

It is understood, of course, that all L. L. L. delegates and 
guests go to Detroit and live, while there, on their own expense. 
The hospitality of the Detroit congregations must be considered 
as exclusively reserved for the synodical delegates. 


Not Yet Reported? 


General President Pfotenhauer stated in a recent issue of 
the Witness that our Synod numbers 4,246 congregations and 
missions. On February 24, 1920, there were 1,833 congregations 
on the “not yet reported list” of the L. L. L. office. Whatever 
the size and peculiar difficulties of this large number of congre- 
gations and missions may be, it is reasonable to look forward 
to a substantial help from so many on Rally Day, April 18. 
A helping hand, at least according to ability, does not lie beyond 
the ability of any one. Justice to those who have gathered the 
Fund out of which even the “not reported” may soon desire 
help calls for cooperative action. Fleeting time demands that 
it be done now. 

From a charge that is entitled to commendation for the 
effort it made coines an expression of surprise at the large num- 
ber unheard from. “With cager eyes I have been watching the 
L. L. L. barometer, and I was amazed to see how many congre- 
gations failed to do their share, some not even trying to raise 
funds, while others made only a slight effort. Many poor 
mission-congregations would make their self-sustaining sister- 
congregations blush when it comes to doing their share for 
causes of this nature. Yes, we have the spirit of willingness, 
and you can depend on our most earnest cooperation at any 
time for the welfare of our Synod and the Lord’s cause.” 


The Spirit that Tends to Success. 


From all parts of the country come letters that breathe 
a spirit of enthusiasm which should give Rally Day the momen- 
tum to put the finishing-touches on the Endowment Fund. 

Picking samples at random, there is one from a committee 
in charge of the work in a large field. Says the writer: “You 
may be interested to know that our Committee is busy on the 
follow-up campaign and assures you it is our intention to put 
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our district ‘over the top’ in this $3,000,000 Endowment Fund 
campaign.” 

_ Says another: “Enclosed you will find my check for $83.25. 
It is a small amount from a congregation of 195 communicants, 
but your drive conflicted with our own drive for the New Church 
Fund. We are not in a position to raise our quota this year, 
becauso upon the building of a new church depends, to a great 
measure, the existence of our congregation. However, I want 
to give you this promise: My congregation intends to con- 
tribute its proportionate share to the Fund, even if it takes 
several years to do this. We understand fully the need of the 
Fund, and appreciate the noble efforts of the L.L.L. We want 
to stand in an even line with our sister-churches. All we ask 
is that you give us time; then we, too, shall give as the Lord 
prospers us.” 

Congregations that reached their quota or went beyond are 
happy congregations. Every member enjoys the consciousness 
of having cooperated, and so everybody is happy. Those are the 
very words of a brother who wrote after the collection was lifted, 
“Everybody is happy.” The appeal has gone out to some to 
make their congregations happy. If many smaller contributions 
do not suffice to fill the quota, are there not a few in the con- 
gregation who with large gifts can accomplish the desired end? 
That is the L.L.L. appeal to people of means in our circles. 
Even before the appeal went forth, it was answered by liberal 
donors. Just one sample of what one did. Writes he: “I en- 
close $210. These are the last bonds I hold. I have tried my 
utmost to collect more in my congregation, but I failed. There- 
fore I must do the extra myself.” The writer gave not 10 per 
cent., but a full 100 per cent. of his bond-holdings. Of the 
above amount $200 were paid by him, and $250 were given by 
him in 1919. His congregation is found in the list of the over- 
subscribed — and is happy. 








Miscellaneous. 





Ordinations and Installations. 


Ordained under authorization of the Board of Home Mission 
in Foreign Countries: — 


On Sth Sunday in Lent: Candidate O. H. Beer in the church at 
Latimer, lowa, by Pastor F. Kreutz. — Candidate C. J. Gundermann 
in St. Paul’s Church, Fulda, Minn., by Pastor O. C. Durr. 


Installed under authorization of the respective District 
Presidents: — 
On 2d Sunday in Lent: The Rev. G. E. Kirchner as assistant 
pastor of St. Paul’s Church, San Franzisco, Cal., by Pastor G. A. 
Bernthal. 


On Sth Sunday in Lent: The Rev. H. Maack, Jr., in St. Mark’s 
Church, St. Louis, Mo., by Pastor W. Hallerberg.— The Rev. A. W. 
Matthias in the congregation near Riceville, Iowa, by Pastor F. Bo- 
novsky. — The Rev. J. H. Iversen in St. Paul’s Church, Ida Grove, 
Lowa, by Pastor C. H. Boye. 


Dedication. 


On 4th Sunday in Lent, Christ Church, Colgate, Baltimore, Md. 
(the Rev. J. Dawidowski, pastor), dedicated their new church to the 
service of God. 


Teachers’ Conference. 


The Teachers’ Conference of St. Louis and Vicinity will meet, 
D.v., August 24 to 26 in Holy Cross School at St. Louis, Mo. In 
conjunction with this conference a State Conference will be held. All 
teachers in Missouri are kindly requested to attend. To give ample 
time for making the necessary arrangements, you will kindly notify 
the undersigned of your intended presence not later than May 1. 
Please state whether lodging is desired. §H.A. ANSORGE, Secy. 


, 


To Our Congregations in Cook County, Ill. 


Annual City Mission Meeting, Tuesday, May 25, 2 p. at., at Luther 
Institute, Chicago. Each congregation is represented by its pastor 
and one delegate. All money to be listed in this year’s report must be 
in the hands of our District Treasurer by May lst. 

Wittiam IT. DIENER, Secy. 
/ 
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Lutheran Laymen’s League $3,000,000.00 
Endowment Fund. 


Wateh tt grow. 





April 3, 1920: $1,977,407.90. 






—$8,000,000.00 
2,800,000.00 
2,600,000.00 
2,400,000.00 
2,200,000.00 
2,000,000.00 
Nov. 11, 1919 1,800,000.00 
Aug. 6, 1919 

June 13, 1919 


1,600,000.00 
1,400,000.00 


May 18, 1919 1,200,000.00 


May 7, 1919 1,000,000.00 
April 29, 1919 800,000.00 
April 21, 1919 600,000.00 
April 15, 1919 400,000.00 
April 8, 1919 200,000.00 


March 30, 1919 0.00 


Send all contributions to Mr. Fred C. Pritzlaff, 730 First Wis- 
consin National Bank Bldg., Milwaukee, Wis. 








Treasurers’ Reports. 


ENGLISH DISTRICT. 


Mission. — Congregations: Mount Olive, Minneapolis, $37.65; 
Redeemer, Detroit, 66.87; Mount Olive, Detroit, 16.48; Layton Park, 
Milwaukee, 160.00. — Total, $281.00. 

Synodical Treasury. — Congregations: Nazareth, Buffalo, $3.62; 
Layton Park, Milwaukee, 30.00; Pilgrim, Chicago, 162.50. — Total, 
$196.12. 

| Synodical Building Fund.— Congregations: Nazareth, Buffalo, 
$5.00; Pilgrim, Chicago, 65.00. — Total, $70.00. 

American Lutheran Board for Relief in Europe. — Christ Church, 
Washington, $46.82. 

Board of Support.— Layton Park Church, Milwaukee, $35.00. 
D. M. L., through Rev. R. Koch, Springdale, Ark., 10.00. — Total, 
$45.00. 

Mission in Brazil. —Rev. R. Koch’s Congregation, Springdale, 
Ark., $6.00. Pilgrim Church, Chicago, 32.50. — Yotal, $38.50. 

Ohurch Eatension Fund,— Nazareth Church, Buffalo, $1.85. 

Mission in China. — Pilgrim Church, Chicago, $19.50. - 

Foreign Mission. — Pilgrim Church, Chicago, $45.50. 

Foreign-tongue Mission in U. S.—Pilgrim Church, Chicago, 
$12.00. 

Deaf-mute Mission. — Pilgtim Church, Chicago, $13.00. 

Immigrant Mission. — Pilgrim Church, Chicago, $6.50. 

Indian Mission. — Pilgrim Churgh, Chicago, $10.00. 

Mission in India, — Primary Department of Sunday-school, Em- 
manuel Church, Baltimore, $10.00. 

Jewish Mission. — Pilgrim Church, Chicago, $6.50. % 

Sanitarium at Wheat Ridge, Colo.— Pilgrim Church, Chicago, 
$50.00. 

Home for Feeble-minded and Epileptics, Watertown, Wis. — 
Trinity Church, Grantwood, N.J., $7.70. 

City Mission in Buffalo, N. Y.— Nazareth Church, Buffalo, $16.40. 

Oity Mission in St. Louis, Mo.—Pilgrim Church, St. Louis, $15.00. 

Deaconess Home at Fort Wayne, Ind. — Ladies’ Aid Society of 
Mount Olive Church, Milwaukee, $15.00. 
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Concordia Seminary Laboratory, Springfield, Ill.— Ladies’ Aid 
Society .of Mount Olive Church, Milwaukee, $5.00. 
Proposed Convalescent Home in St. Louis, Mo,—N.N., through 
Rey. M. 8S. Sommer, St. Louis, $5.00. Granp ToraL: $916.39. 
April 5, 1920. Cuas. H. Derre, 7'reas., 
3935 Greer Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


ATLANTIC DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Atlantic District during March, 
1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $414.58; Synodical Building Fund, 37.80; 


. Missions, 1,309.76; Miscellaneous, 4,946.08.—TZ otal, $6,708.22. 


O. H. Restin, Treas. 


NEBRASKA DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Nebraska District during March, 
1920: — 

Synodical Treasury, $628.03; Synodical Building Fund, 44.13; 
Missions, 3,699.62; Miscellaneous, 4,070.95.—Total, $8,442.73. 
q A. SCHUELKEE, T'reas. 


SOUTHERN WISCONSIN DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Southern Wisconsin District 
during March, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $361.00; Synodical Building Fund, 201.24; 
Missions, 1,406.53; Miscellaneous, 1,622.30.—Total, $3,591.07. 
A. Ross, Treas. 


Acknowledgment. 


Received from W. H. Geisler, Davenport, Iowa, $5.00 for the 
fund toward defeating the Michigan movement for abolition of pa- 
rochial schools. TH. GRAEBNEB. 
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your dollar (25 cts. additional in St. Louis, Canada, and foreign coun- 
tries) to your agent or to us in ample time to insure our uninterrupted 
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Rev. A. H. Gebhardt, Shihnanfu, Hupeh, China. 

Rev. O. Heilman, 701 8. Denver, Hastings, Nebr. 
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I’. E. Pauling, Paullina, Iowa. «| 
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Like a Shepherd. 


Like a shepherd He shall feed them, 
Feed His flock, full well we know. 
In the pastures of salvation, 

Where the quict waters flow. 


Like a shepherd He shall gather, 
Gather with His strong right arm, . 
All the lambs into His bosom, 
Save from danger and from harm. 


Like a shepherd He shall lead them, 

Gently lead the mother-sheep; 

And His voice, like sweetest music, 

Lulls their little lambs to sleep. 
Sheboygan, Wis. W. M. CzaMANSKE. 


You Did Not Raise Your Boy to be a Minister 
or Teacher? 


Words of Luther for Our Own Day. Translated for the 

“Lutheran Witness” by the Rev. Prof..Th. Engelder, 

. Springfield, II. 

Therefore you should not hesitate to send your boy to 
college; even if the Students’ Fund would have to provide 
for his support, you are supplying the Lord with fine material 
to work into a leader of men. For, as the psalm (113, 4 ff.) 


says, it will always be the common people, your children and 


mine, from whose ranks the leaders in Church and State are 
taken. Our fat money-bags refuse to do the work, and could 
not do it if they wanted to. For the order of St. Mammon 
is regulated by rules of Carthusian severity; St. Mammon 
requires his monks to observe the entire twenty-four hours 
as canonical hours. Nor can the lords and princes do the 
work alone, and for the work of the ministry they are not 
fitted at all. And so the guidance of both the Church and 
State devolves upon the common people and their offspring. 

And do not let it bother you that the common variety of 


money-grabber flouts all higher education and declares: Bah * 


If my boy acquires the three R’s and is proficient in the use 
of the language of the country, that is all he needs; Ill make 
a business-man out of him. — Let them have a care! ‘They'll 
soon be eating humble-pie and offering to dig down into the 
earth ten fathoms deep, and with their bare fingers, if only 


they might find a scholar there; for the business-man, you 
may be sure, will soon be put out of business, once the law 
and the Church have been put out of business. ‘There is no 
doubt about it— we theologians and jurists are needed; if 


‘we go, they all go; take my word for it. If the preachers go. 


(tod’s Word goes, and you'll have nothing but heathen, yea. 
very devils, left on your hands. If the jurists go, law and 
justice goes, and along with it peace: robbery, murder, vio- 
lence, and crime are rampant and men turn into brutes. 
And what the profits of the merchant are going to amount 
io ina war-ridden land, I'll leave his ledger to tell him: and 
what profit he shall have of his wealth when God’s Word is 
no longer preached, his conscience will soon, tell him... . 

I cannot take time to set forth how much we need doc- 
tors and other professional mem; but there is one profession 
I must briefly allude to: the work of a faithful, God-fearing 
schoolmaster and tutor, of him who is conscientiously train- 
ing and instructing children, can never be fittingly rewarded; 
you haven’t money enough to repay him. ‘That old heathen 
Aristoteles has already told you so. Yet with us these men 
are so shabbily treated as though their work were of no 
earthly account. And we claim to be Christians! ... 

Let this suffice. Only bear my honest admonitions and 
entreaties in mind, and lend a hand, wherever you can, to set 
this matter aright. -For consider how much you owe to the 
free bounty of God—body and soul, house and home, wife and 
child, besides civil peace and the free and. full use of all His 
ereatures: over and above that the Gospel and the ministry, 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, and all the treasures of His 
Son and of His Spirit. — As for the Gospel and the ministry, 
do you not owe it to the blood and labor of our Lord? He 
gained it by His agony and holy sweat; He earned it with His 
hlood and cross: He freely gave it to us, we have not worked 
for it nor paid for it. Ah, dear Lord, it was grievous work! 
It was heart-breaking labor! And how cheerfully, how gladly 
He did it! How much have the dear apostles and all the 
saints endured in order to transmit it to us! How many, in 
our own days, have suffered death in the same cause! ... 
And how do we show our gratitude? Some persecute His . 
ministry, so dearly bought, curse and blaspheme it, and con- 
sign it to hell. The rest refuse to contribute’ towards the 
support of their pastor or the maintenance of the church, 
and, besides, they turn the youth against it. What care they 
if thus the ministry must soon perish and Christ’s blood and 
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suffering go for naught? They are not going to lose any sleep 
over it. Such devilish, aye, more than devilish ingratitude 
does not bother their consciences. They feel no remorse for 
their many inexpressibly wicked sins and crimes. They do 
not fear, nor tremble at, God’s wrath. Their hearts are not 
touched by the dear Savior’s bitter suffering, they do not love 
Him for it. And yet, guilty of such abominable wickedness, 
they style themselves Christians, evangelical Christians! 

If this is to become the general policy of the German 
people, I deplore my being born a German and ever having 
used the German language; and if it were not for the sake of 
my conscience, I should lend a hand to reestablish the Pope 
and all his abominations among us, and have him oppress, 
dishonor, and ruin us worse than formerly. Formerly, when 
men served Satan and dishonored the blood of Christ, their 
purses ever were wide open, and a steady stream of money 
flowed for the support of churches and schools and other 
abominations; they were ever ready to drive and force the 
children into the cloisters, foundations, churches, schools, and 
spared no expense, — though all was wasted. 

Now, however, when they are asked to found churches 
and schools of the right sort, — nay, not to found them, but 
. merely to maintain them, since God has already established 
them and provided more than enough to maintain them; 
knowing that it is all for the preaching of God’s Word and 
for the building up of the Church and for the honor of 
Christ’s blood and passion, — all purses are locked and bound 
with steel chains; not a cent is to be gotten from any of 
them; moreover, they are determined their boys shall not 
serve; though the Church — no thanks to them — would pro- 
vide them with a living, their boys shall not enter the blessed 
ministry, nor serve God, nor honor the blood and passion of 
Christ, nor preserve the Gospel! No, they would rather cast 
them into the maw of Mammon, and, withal, trample Christ’s 
blood under foot. Still, they are good Christians ! — 

Here is work for all; let all good men lend a helping 
hand. ... If the father be poor, let the Church provide the 
funds. Let the men of means bear this need in mind when 
drawing up their testaments; and, indeed, some few scholar- 
ships have already been established among us. You could 
not leave your money to the Church to better purpose. You 
would not be delivering departed souls from purgatory, but, 
maintaining the ministry of the Gospel, you would be keeping 
not only the present, but also future generations out of purga- 
tory, — you would be delivering them from hell and leading 
them to'heaven, and for the living you would be preparing 
peace and happiness. Such a testament would certainly do 
credit to your Christianity, God would have pleasure in it 

~and would confer honors and blessings upon you, and you 
would have pleasure in Him, too. Now, then, my dear Ger- 
mans, I have duly warned you, J, your prophet. God grant 
that we may heed His Word, and thus thank and praise our 
dear Lord for His precious blood, freely given for us! From 
the abominable wickedness and ingratitude of forgetting [is 
benefits may He preserve us! Amen. (X, 452—459.) 


THE sordid and niggardly drudgery in which the world 
now engages for the purpose of augmenting the heap of dol- 
lars and cents so as to become rich and honored, chokes the 
Word of God in many a heart. — Luther. 
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God’s Family. 


God has a. large houschold, the largest possible family. 
All men must acknowledge: “Have we not all one Father? 
Hath not one God created us?” In a certain sense God is 
the Father of all people. And all people, whether they will 
or not, belong to His family. From Him all must receive 
“clothing and shoes, meat and drink, house and home, wife, 
children, fields, cattle, and all goods.” 

But a large majority in this family does not acknowledge 
its membership in it, does not appreciate the benefits received 
and taken daily and hourly at the hands of the heavenly 
Father. For this reason we do not intend to say more about 
this family of God on earth. A much smaller household of 
the Father, a household which well knows and believes that 
it belongs to God, which is proud of the fact, and with child- 
like, thankful heart reccives all the great benefits of this large 
family, is to receive our attention for a short while. Of 
course, we mean the Holy Christian Church, the Communion 
of Saints, to which all believers, and these only, belong. 

All believers in the whole world are one large family. 
Whether large or small, rich or poor, respected or despised, 
white or black, red or yellow, it matters not, they are all 
brothers and sisters and children of the one Father in heaven. 
One tie, the tie of faith in Jesus Christ, their Redeemer and 
Savior, binds them together most intimately. Out of this re- 
lationship there follow certain duties, to which attention shall 
now be called. 

In a large family, where things are as they should be, the 
various members love each other with a fervent love; they are 
most intimately attached to each other. ‘This love causes the 
several members of the family to serve and help each other, 
to assist one another, and to share joy and woe with each 
other. — Thus must it also be in God’s family. Christians 
are brethren and sisters in Christ Jesus, and should. there- 
fore, be mutually attached to each other in fervent love, ever 
ready to assist a brother or sister and to serve them in every 
possible way, as commanded by the apostle when he says: — 
“Let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are 
of the household of faith,” Gal. 6,10. To serve the members 
of the household of God in works of love and charity is the 
Christian’s joy and pride; this he must and will not forget. 

In a large family, where things are as they should be, 
one member must bear with another, one must overlook the 
mistakes and shortcomings of the other in a spirit of charity. 
It will not do for one member to stubbornly try to have his 
way at all times. ‘There must be a constant application of 
the rule of “give and take.” Only in this manner can har- 
mony and unity be established and maintained. — Thus also 
in God’s family. Very often we note and observe many faults 
and weaknesses in our brethren and sisters in the houschold 
of God. Not a single member of the houschold is perfect. 
Every one has certain flaws and blemishes. When we notice 
this, it is our duty to remember the words of the Apostle 
Peter: “Charity shall cover the multitude of sins.” ‘This, 
however, is not to be understood as excusing us from going 
and telling our fellow-Christian his faults, admonishing him 
when he sins; for that also is an evidence of love. | 

In a large family, where things are as they should be, 
the children have perfect confidence in the father, the head 
of the family. They therefore approach him with their wants 
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and needs, knowing that they will have attentive hearing. 
What kind of child is that which can daily go in and out of 
the parental home and still does not speak to the father, 
does not deem him worthy of a passing look, and deports it- 
self in such a manner as though the father were not there 
at all? — How this also applies to God’s family it is hardly 
necessary to point out. A Christian’s prayer is his talk with 
God. God’s children must talk with God. Prayer is the 
pulse-beat of our Christianity. When this pulse is beating, 
we know that spiritual life is present; when it stops to beat, 
life is gone. Now, how can any one count himself or her- 
self a member in God’s family who does not give evidence of 
this spiritual life? How can a Christian receive from his 
loving Father all those spiritual and temporal benefits: which 
He graciously showers down upon us, and still act as though 
the Father were an unimportant being, not worthy of a look 
or word? And still we find ourselves negligent in this most 
important matter. We are slow in our prayers of petition, 
slower still in our prayers of thanks, and slowest of all in our 
prayers of praise. ‘The words of the Bible are as true to-day 
as they ever have been when it says: “The prayer of a right- 
eous man availeth much,” Jas. 5,16. The world would be a 
safer and better place to live in to-day if the Christians had 
not been so neglectful of earnest, fervent prayer. 


In a large family, where things are as they should be, 
the family gathers at certain specified times, as, for example, 
at meal-time, to be together and to enjoy the comfort and 
happiness that comes from close association with each other. 
The members of a household enjoy meeting together even 
after the children are grown up and the family, through 
force of circumstances, has become separated, as witness the 
many “family reunions.”—%In God’s family it is similar. 
The members of the “household of faith” enjoy each other’s 
company, rejoice at every opportunity given to unite with 
the other members of His family. This meeting together 
usually takes place in public worship. The Christian’s motto 
should at all times be: “Lord, I have loved the habitation 
of Thy house, and the place where Thine honor dwelleth.” 
To “gladly hear preaching and His Word” is the real joy 
and happiness of the believer. Here, in public worship, the 
members of God’s family unite in hymns of prayer and praise ; 
here they jointly approach God’s throne with that which bur- 
dens or distresses them; here they have the sacred Word 
applied with power and energy; here the individual mem- 
bers receive, in the preaching of the Word, that admonition, 
that doctrine, that reproof, that instruction in righteousness, 
that comfort and solace of which they stand constantly in 
need; in short, here their every spiritual want is cared for in 
the proper manner. Let the members of God’s household 
therefore “not forsake the assembling of themselves together, 
as the manner of some is.” And that makes another matter 
self-evident: the interest in the spreading of the Gospel. He 
who really appreciates and understands the ‘great blessings 
of the Gospel will not allow himself to monopolize the good 
things, but will be ever ready and willing, yea, anxious to 
have others become partakers of his joy and happiness. No 
sacrifice that he can make will be considered too great, no 
burden too heavy to carry, when the spread of the Gospel is 
concerned. Interest in mission-work is a self-evident matter 
with a Christian. 
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Where things are as they should be in a family, the 
whole family has one mind, one goal toward which all set 
their efforts. ‘The family, for instance, is in need of its own 
home. ‘Then not only father and mother, but also all the 
children strive after this with all their soul, and will not 
allow themselves to be swerved from their purpose of having 
a home of their own. Or another family sets as its goal the 
paying off of the mortgage on the farm-home. Now it be- 
comes and is the purpose or the goal for which parents and 
children strive alike, to pay off the mortgage. — The goal 
toward which God’s family has set its face, is the eternal 
abode in the heavens, paradise. Toward this goal they strive 
day and night. Of course, there is only one way of attain- 
ing the desired end, and all members of the household are 
aware of it. The only means of finally entering the eternal 
home of heaven is faith in Jesus Christ, the Savior. He has 
paid the mortgage which rested on this home; He has re- 
moved the bar that would keep us from entering and possess- 
ing. ‘The mortgage, the bar, was sin. “He is the propitia- 
tion for our sins.” He has paid in full, so that we Christians 
can, even while sojourning in this vale of tears, know and 
be assured of our home above. 


-Let us all strive to become worthy and ever more worthy 
members of God’s family, and to this end ask God to gra- 
ciously send us His Spirit to lead us in the way of Truth, 
thus enabling us to attain the end of our faith, eternal bliss 
in heaven. 


Howard, S. Dak. i. G. JEHN. 





Origin of a Famous Hymn. 


The first Hohenzollern ruler that tried to effect a union 
between his Lutheran and Reformed subjects was Frederick 
William, surnamed the Great Elector, who reigned from 1640 
to 1688. His conception of a union between the two Churches 
was a giving up by the Lutherans of the differentiating doc- 
trines, such as the presence of the true body and blood of 
Christ in the Lord’s Supper, the doctrine concerning the com- 
munication of the properties of the natures in Christ, of the 
regenerating power of the Gospel and Baptism, etc. He ex- 
pected the Lutherans to be the sole losers, while the Reformed 
Church was to give up nothing. In order to bring about this 
union, he forbade the Lutheran ministers to preach and warn 
against Reformed heresies. 


When the pastor of the Nicolai Church of Berlin, Paul 
Gerhardt, one of the greatest poets of the Lutheran: Church, 
firmly and flatly refused to obey the electoral command, point- 
ing out to the prince that God enjoined upon him to expose 
error and warn against it, the Elector had him deposed. As 
the Iilectress, Louise Henrietta, interceded for him, he was 
reinstated the following year. The. Elector, however, ex- 
pressed the hope that Paul Gerhardt would abstain from 
preaching against Reformed doctrines without being enjoined 
to do so. This being against his conscience, Paul Gerhardt 
made a bold and public declaration that no man on earth 
could bind his conscience, and force him to neglect a duty 
imposed on him by God Himself. He was again not only 
deposed from his ministerial office, but also banished from 
the country. ‘Though now being in want, he comforted 
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his family and himself with the words of his beautiful 

hymn :— 
Commit whatever grieves thee 
At heart, and all thy ways, 
To Him who never leaves thee, 
On whom creation stays, 


Who freest courses maketh 
For clouds and air and wind, 
And who care ever taketh 

A path for thee to find. 


It was a powerful prince who persecuted him, but. he 
sang :— 
Not hunger, thirst, nor danger, 
Not pain nor poverty, 
Nor mighty prince’s anger 
Shall ever hinder me. 


The Elector had taken away from him his home and 
the means of sustenance, yet he sang: — 
Why should sorrow ever grieve me? 
Christ is near, 
What can here 
k’er of Him deprive me? 


Who can rob me of ny heaven 
That God's Son 
As my own 

To my faith hath given? 


The Great Elector, the persecutor, still lives in history, 
but the common people know very little or nothing about 
him, while the lowly Paul Gerhardt, the persecuted, lives by 
his hymns in the mouths and hearts of both great and low, 
and the songs that he sang will be sung until the end of the 
world, and will comfort people as long as their hearts are in 
need of consolation. 


Philadelphia, Pa. BE. ToTzke. 
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Death Removes Three Distinguished Theologians. — 
Within the past few weeks the Lutheran Church has lost by 
death three men who, each in the body which he served, had 
held positions of leadership. The United Lutheran Church 
(Merger) mourns the death of Dr. Schmauk, Wisconsin has 
lost a man of talents and achievement in Prof. H. EF. Meyer, 
and our own body heard with regret of the death of Prof. R. 
Pieper. 

Among the three, Dr. Theodore E. Schmauk was the most 
widely known. Dr. Schmauk was for many years one of the 
leaders of the General Council, wag president of that body when 
it merged with the General Synod, and it was generally expected 
that he would be elected the first president of the United Church. 
This honor did not come to him. Dr. Schmauk was a man of 
solid achievements. He possessed unusual erudition, wrote a 
facile pen, and was a power in the councils:of his church. 
Dr. Schmauk believed in the General Council. We do not 
remember that he ever opposed the idea of a church-body legis- 
lating to the congregations, — the notion (so repugnant to Mis- 
sour! Lutherans) on which the General Council was organized. 
However, he labored for a conservative type of Lutheranism, 
and we cannot believe otherwise than that his conservatism 
placed him, since the Merger, in opposition to the tendencics 
which govern the new body. Dr. Schmauk—to his honor be 
it said — recognized the evil of the lodge. When the Swedes 
refused to join the Merger and separated from the Council, 
he wrote: “We shall miss the conservative faith of the Augus- 
tana Synod, its adherence to the old foundations, and its strong 
testimony and activity against non-ecclesiastical organizations 
whose principles or practise appear to be inconsistent with full 
loyalty to the Church.” The last issue of the Lutheran Church 
Review, a publication of which he was editor, contained (Jan- 
uary, 1920) an article pointing out the inconsistency and offense 
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of those Lutheran pastors who are Freemasons. In another 
department we reprint a personal Judgment on lodge-member- 
ship submitted by him to the National Lutheran Council. His 
attitude on this question has had no effect on the policy of the 
Merger. Instead of praising his “high and lofty” stand as 
a churchman, the official organ might better have espoused his 
stand on this vital issue while he lived. As his death removes 
an influenee for good from the United Lutheran Church, we 
ennnot but regard his death as a loss to the Lutheran Church 
at large. In his personal traits Dr. Schmauk was a lovable man, 
and we sincerely mourn his death. 

Professor Meyer of Wauwatosa Seminary died, only thirty- 
nine years old, April 5. This is the second death in the Faculty 
of Wauwatosa Seminary within the last sixty days, Professor 
Schaller having died February 7. Professor Meyer had been 
teacher at the institution only a few years, and his death 
removes a man whose heart was in the work, and who combined 
fine traits of character with unusual gifts. Lis literary work 
was limited to articles in Quartalschrift, but what he con- 
tributed there was of a high order. Our sympathy goes out to 
the Synod of Wisconsin and its Theological Seminary in 
this loss. — 

Prof. It. Pieper died April 3 at Chatham, IIL, having at- 
tained the age of 70 years. He served our body as professor 
of theology at Springfield (11].) Concordia College from 1891 
to 1914. As a teacher of homiletics he labored faithfully in 
the preparation of young men for the Gospel-ministry, and 
the circle of those who mourn his death is very great. His 
health of late was impaired. After the death of his wife. 
March 24, he sighed for dissolution. His ond eaime suddenly, 
while he was preparing for the Easter serviees in his church 
at Riverton, Il. At his funeral, as at the funeral of Prof. 
Meyer, President F. Pfotenhauer spoke words of condolence 
on behalf of our Synod. G. 


The Parochial School Question. — The voices complain- 
ing of the methods and results of a Christless education are 
becoming louder and louder. With more decision and emphasis 
than ever before secular and religious writers are pointing out 
its alarming fruits. Many who were formerly timid about 
criticizing an education from which the Word of God is entirely 
excluded are now speaking out. What they tell us our fathers 
long since taught; but, however late men may see the light, 
let us thank God that they see it at all. Let us hope and pray 
that many of our fellow-citizens may recognize the value of | 
a true Christian education, Last month the Preshylerian pub- 
lished an article by the Rev. Evart Leon Jones in which Pres- 
byterians are advised to build parochial schools. Der Luthe- 
raner quoted this article at length and commented upon it. 
Again, during the annual convention of the Religious Educa- 
tion Association, held in Pittsburgh, Pa., one of the speakers 
expressed this sentiment: — 

“The Sunday-school, because of its many limitations, can- 
not carry the full responsibility for the religious training of 
American youth. In addition to its highly important work 
there will be required a substantial program of week-day in- 
struction.” . 

In the main, the speaker placed the emphasis upon the 
Church to carry forward the plans as laid down at the St. Louis 
convention, which stipulated that the primary responsibility for 
week-day religious instruction rested upon the Church, not 
because of the constitutional provision for the separation of 
Church and State, but because of the inherent function of the 
Church. 

Lately Dr. Nicholis Murray Butler, President of Columbia’ 
University, in a public address, deplored the Jack of religion 
in our education of to-day, and scored the indifference and 
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optimism prevailing among millions throughout the land. He 
said: — 

“We would have to go back 1,800 years to find as highly or- 
ganized opposition to Christianity as exists to-day. Christianity 
to-day is not only overlooked and neglected, but is positively 
antagonized. Differences in what are, after all, not the essen- 
tinls have become sharply defined and acute, so that it is now 
impossible to have any teaching of Christian principles at 
publie expense. 
essential part of civilization and Christianity. We must now 
miake sure that the State makes no difficulties in allowing the 
child to receive religious education, aud the home and church 
then step in and supply the defect.” 

Psychology, common sense, pedagogy, and the Bible are 
all agreed on this point: The best education which we can give 
to our children is the Christian education which has been given 
in our parochial schools these many years. Let us thank God 
that He has preserved this institution to us. Let us all unitedly 
support the work of our parochial schools with every ounce of 
our resources. All of our congregations have not this blessed 
institution, and it is not at all times possible to fix the blame. 
There can be no question that in some cases conditions made it 
very difficult or even impossible for this or that congregation 
to establish or to maintain its school. But untoward local 
conditions should not cloud our vision. Our schools have been 
the nurseries of our Chureh. To-day everything would en- 
courage us to build up and to strengthen them to the utmost 
of our ability. God help us, and bless all efforts for our Chris- 
‘tian schools! Ss. 

An Unexpected By-Product. — If the Lutheran Lay- 
mews League had accomplished no more than to awaken the 
consciences of our membership to their duty of adequately sup- 
porting the ministry, the leaders in that movement would un- 
doubtedly regard themselves as amply rewarded for their ex- 
penditure of time, labor, and money. But as it sometimes 
happens in business enterprises that the so-called by-products 
are the most valuable factor as dividend-producers, so the move- 
ment which has enlisted the interest of so great a part of our 
laity has already developed at least one by-product which is of 
more consequence than the completed Three Million Dollar 
Fund. We refer to the fact that our laymen have at last found 
their voice. 

The laymen of our Synod have never been denied the right 
of speech in congregation and assembly. They have exercised 
that right without interference or hindrance in the past. They 
have spoken in the congregational mectings and in our synod- 
ical conventions. But of all that they have hitherto spoken as 
echurchinen, even in the meetings of church elders, how little 
ean be classified as being a teaching and adinonishing of one 
another by the Word of God (Col. 3,16)! The minister did 
that, — why, he is called to do it, it’s his business! If it was 
a ‘question of admonishing a brother who had given offense, 
the elders might be found willing to tell him that “this won’t 
do.” and that “the congregation can’t stand for that, you 
know.” ete. But as a rule, the subjects which called forth an 
exercise of the right of speech would be matters of business ad- 
Munistration and of externals generally. And the more removed 
the subject from true spirituality, the more apt would the mem- 
bers be to speak their mind, sometimes at length and with much 
emphasiz. We have heard members instruct each other with 
considerable warmth on the relative merits of competing bidders 
for a steam-heating contract and on similar questions. And 
even on such extcrnals it has been a habit of old standing to do 
Inost of the speaking on the chureh-steps after the meeting had 
adjourned. 

May wo not say that our Jaymen have found their voice? 


We overlook the fact that education is ,an’ 
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We have heard within the past year for the first time lay- 
men remind one another of the blessedness of having had, from 
childhood days, faithful pastors and teachers. We have heard, 
for the first time in our lives, laymen grow cloquent in deserib- 
ing the glory of a Church which abides by the Word of God. 
We have, for the first time, seen laymen address their fellow- 
laymen in words of admonition, warning against the love of 
riches, and encouraging each other towards generous giving. 
We have only lately heard a layman address burning words to 
his fellow-laymen on the shame of a synod which still permits 
its mission boards to pay pittances of sixty and seventy dollars 
a month to its missionaries. One speaker actually pounded the 
table with his fist in order to emphasize his demands that we 
repent of our past sins of lukewarmness, remissness, and ingrat- 


itude. We have always had faithful, grateful, generous Chris- 
tians. But in these days they are beginning to speak. 
“Optimist”? O brother, let us be optimists when in this 


inconceivably depraved age we hear laymen, with tears in their 
eyes, declare their gratitude for having Jesus Christ preached 
to them, and their determination to prove their faith by their 
works ! G. 

The World’s Foremost Educator Speaks.— He speaks 
to you to-day through the LuTHEraN Wityxess. We refer to 
Martin Luther, from whose writings we are bringing transla- 
tions into the very best of modern English, one instalment in 
each issue. ‘To-day he speaks as educator. The extract is taken 
from one of the greatest educational treatises written in any 
age and in any language. Read it. And heed it! G. 


Is Unity or Union Close at Hand?— We have often 
been told that the differences between the different denomina- 
tions are insignificant, and that nothing keeps the churches 
apart but the hair-splittings of a few theological professors. 
One minion from wiseacredom has even suggested that if all 
the theologians were taken out into mid-ocean, the plain Chris- 
tiaus would soon- get together. But what are the facts? Here 
is this Interchurch World Movement. The launching of it 
amounts to a confession that all other efforts to unite the 
churehes have failed to bring about that result. For if any 
other agency could do it, why go about to raise over three 
hundred million dollars for this new movement? But does 
this new effort bid fair to effect that wherein so many have 
failed? Not that we can notice it. As far as we can sce, 
it is simply driving the churches farther apart. It seems to 
be stirring up more strife and differences. The Rey. F. Wenchel, 
of Washington, D.C., has come out with the clear statement 
that the Interchurch World Movement is from the devil, and 
we agree with him. On the other hand, there are those who 
are preaching that it is as divine a movement as ever came 
upon this earth. The Roman Catholics are not optimistic. 
Justice IF. Cohalan, addressing members of the Amsterdam: 
Council, Knights of Columbus, at a Communion breakfast, 
declared that the evidence of a recurrent religious war was 
unmistakable, and that it was time for Catholics to arm them- 
selves with education and the principles of the Catholic re- 
ligion. The Presbyterian published a statement that the Uni- 
tarians, who are no Christians at all, claim that the Interchurch 
World Movement is a culmination of their principles, and that 
they claim a right to be included. The Presbyterian then states 
“if the combination goes on, they may yct be taken in the name 
of a common Christianity. This shows how far cooperation 
is going: it will soon be far enough to submerge all Chris- 
tinnity.” 

Does it actually look as if we were drawing closer together 
when some hail the Interchurch World Movement as the very 
beginning of the Millennium itself, and others declare that it 
is from the devil, and still others are prepared for a religious 
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war which is to sweep the country, and others warn that this 
movement will submerge all Christianity? To us these union- 
ists seem to resemble the gambler in stocks who is anxious to 
see the market rise, and talks it up to his friends all he knows; 
but the market keeps falling, and when, in spite of all his 
efforts and talking, his margins have been wiped out, he falls 
dead of heart disease. Unionism is being talked up. and vwrit- 
ten up. There is much propaganda, but the actual facts are 
all against the fond hopes of the unionists. And the Inter- 
church World Movement is not remedying things in the least; 
it is making “confusion worse confounded.” S. 


The Interchurch Leviathan. — As this issue of our paper 
goes to press, the financial drive of the World Anti-Church 
Movement is being waged. The goal is some $300,000,000, and 
of this amount one-half is to be obtained from “No Man’s Land,” 
the “friendly citizens” who are not members of any Church 
but “true Christians at heart,” as the official Bulletin says. 
In Missouri the quota is $3,000,000 and one-half of this is to 
be obtained from the ungodly. 

The Interchurch Movement is Anti-Church. Its principles 
are destructive of church-life. It proceeds on the assumption 
that the churches may unite for work no matter what their 
teachings may be. The doctrines do not count. Whether you 
believe that the Bible is the Word of God, or whether you 
accept it only as a “record of religious experience”; whether 
you believe that Jesus is very God, equal with the Father 
and Spirit, or whether He is to you only what He is to the 
infidel, a noble teacher of morals; whether you expect to enter 
heaven through the blood of Christ, or whether you hope to 
earn salvation through your good works, or, not bothering about 
any hereafter, live for this life, as the modern preachers recom- 
mend, — all this makes no difference; reject Christ’s teachings 
or accept them, so long as you believe in mutual helpfulness 
and the practise of the “Golden Rule,” you are in the fellow- 
ship, you are a “true Christian at heart,” your money is wel- 
come. 

The Interchurch Movement professedly “believes in the 
denominations.” As a matter of fact, it makes them super- 
fluous. Its literature says that “all petty differences, denom- 
inationally, will be submerged”; the work of the denominations 
is called “religious bushwhacking, with each little army fighting 
its own little battle.’ Mr. Rockefeller says in the official 
Bulletin: “That thing which the world needs to-day must be 
brought to it through the instrumentality of the Christian 
Church. If this be true, surely a divided Church is not equal 
to this stupendous task. The time has come for Christian men 
and women in the Church to cease fighting among themselves, 
and jointly fight against sin and evil.” The sponsors of the 
movement incessantly proclaim that “the day of denominations 
is over.” The Bulletin quotes with approval an article by 
Dr. Shailer Matthews which virtually cuts the throat of denom- 
inationalism by declaring that “denominationalism is legitimate 
in proportion as the denominations cooperate in a common 
task.” In other words, no denomination has the right to exist 
unless it bows to the Interchurch colossus. The Western 
Recorder (Baptist) hits the nail on the head when it says that 
for all practical purposes all churches affiliated with Interchurch 
constitute one denomination, and that, according to its program, 
denominations should virtually go out of commission; for, says 
the Baptist editor, “if we are to give our money as is demanded 
by the single budget of the Interchurch organization, why con- 
tinue a number of different denominations? Oertainly, no 
denomination should continue to preach distinctive doctrines, 
and at the same time give its time and money to establish 
contrary doctrines. No one realizes the truth of this more 
than the leaders of this Interchurch Movement.” 
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In a vague way it is asserted that the “fundamentals” of 
Christian belief must be recognized. But what are funda- 
mentals? At Fargo, N. Dak., a Congregationalist said: “How 
well prepared we are for the IJ. W. M. may be illustrated by the 
fact that Fargo College, a Congregationalist school, numbers 
among its trustees two Christian Scientists... .” (Quoted in 
the Bulletin.) Among the delegates who attended the great 
meeting at Atlantic City, January 7, we find representatives 
of the following non-Christian sects: Quakers, 19; Christian 
Scientists, 3; Jews, 1; and the budget contained apportion- 
ments upon the Quakers, Pentecostal Church, and Universalists. 
For certain lines of missionary work in the Eastern States 
the Interchurch has invited the women’s missionary boards of 
the Methodist, Presbyterian, Campbellite, and Universalist 
churches. A Presbyterian pertinently asks: “Since the Uni- 
versalists do not believe that any will be lost, thereby making — 
of Christ’s atoning death a useless sacrifice, how can evangelical 
Christians be affiliated with them in mission-work?” Very’ 
truthfully the Interchurch magazine, World Outlook, says that 
it “makes the Christian appeal palatable to the most skeptical,” 
in other words, to the infidel. The movement defines its aim 
as “the mobilizing of the forces of Protestantism in one con- 
certed effort to bring on the official and spiritual ideas of 
Jesus”; yet the Bulletin actually reprints an endorsement of 
Interchurch by the American Hebrew, a Jewish weekly, which 
specifically says that the Interchurch campaign is based on 
Old Testament theology, “unaffected by any latcr theology,” 
and hence must be approved fully by every Jew! G. 


A Background of Ruin and Despair. — The Interchurch 
World Movement to the unthinking observer looks like a tri- 
umphant union of the Churches for common Christian tasks, 
moving with the momentum of a high spirit of achievement. 
The Church is described as awakening from her slumber, and 
now, in irresistible phalanx, moving to the conquest and estab- 
lishing the kingship of Christ. But no picture can be farther 
from the truth. The background to this movement is one of 
ruin, decay, bankruptcy, and despair. 

Consider these well-attested facts: 

More than 5,000 ministers are annually dropping out of 
the Protestant ministry while the seminaries are providing only 
about 1,500 men. There are at present 50,000 vacant pulpits 
in America, says Dr. John E. Abbot. A decline of more than 
10,000 Sunday-schools, with an approximate loss of 3,500,000 
pupils, is revealed in the annual report of the Federal Council 
of Churches. Bishop Theodore Henderson reports that of 181 
Methodist churches in the State of Michigan not one gained 
a new member in 1919. Of the 4,689 Sunday-school scholars 
of 111 congregations, not one joined the church; the 111 
preachers, 1,665 officers and 2,132 Sunday-school teachers, by 
their joint efforts, did not gain one member. The Methodist 
Church lost 50,000 members last year in spite of revivals, vast 
endowment funds for missions, colleges, and churches, in spite 
of intensive publicity work and a broad and liberal ministry. 

The Northern Presbytery (Presbyterian Church U.S. A.) 
in five years suffered a decline of 2,600 in the Sunday-school 
and a corresponding loss in church-membership. The Northern 
Presbyterians have 500 vacant pulpits, and this year’s graduates 
from the seminaries are reported as “insignificant in number.” 
The Baptist Church in Brooklyn has ‘gained less than 200 mem- 
bers in twenty years; the Mcthodist Church has no better 
record; the Presbyterians had an actual loss. 

These figures are terrible. They point to a dying Prot- 
estantism. The great financial undertakings of a year ago, 
by Methodists, Baptists, and Presbyterians, pledging the bud- 
gets for running expenses of their bodies, have in a great 
measure failed. The New York Christian Advocate reports 
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that the large Centenary Fund collections up to March 11 were 
far in arrears. The admission is made that “pledges are easier 
to make than collections.” No better success is attending the 
Presbyterian New Era Movement. On March 15 the Presby- 
terians were over $1,000,000 short on their missionary obliga- 
tions. Of the $300,000 pledged by Los Angeles Presbyterians 
for New Era, up to date less than $50,000 has been paid. The 
Presbyterian says cditorially: “When one of the larger pres- 
byteries received their allotment, they found that it was double 
last year’s, while two-thirds of their pledge for last year, up 
to March, was still uncollected.” But disheartening as the 
state of the treasuries may be, there is reason for greater con- 
cern in the lack of candidates for the ministry, the absence of 
growth in membership, and the losses in the Sunday-school. 

Do you understand the enthusiasm with which the aid 
of Mr. John D. Rockefeller, Jr., and his Interchurch associates 
was received — the aid of highest American business efficiency 
applied to a moribund Church? And when it developed that 
the Churches were not able to back yp the entire financial 
program, Big Business decided to appeal to the churchless 
element. The godless are called upon to help save the Church. 
One-half of the budget is to be raised in “No Man’s Land.” 
And the churches have accepted the arrangement, thereby de- 
claring their insolvency. 

To this abasement tolerance of false doctrine has brought 
Protestantism. G. 


A Congregation of the Congregationalists. — The Rev. 
B. W. Rice, of Caldwell, Idaho, writes the following letter to 
the Interchurch Bulletin, in which he describes his own con- 
gregation: — 

: “T am pastor of the Congregational Church of Fairview, 

Meridian, Idaho, a prosperous rural membership in a splendid 
Idaho region in the famous Boisé River Valley. (See Congrega- 
tional Year-book.) . 

“I am in a quandary. Mrs. O. V. Sebern, a leading mem- 
ber, is the only Congregationalist in the church. All others 
are something else. We have a present membership of fifty-two, 
having recently received fourteén into fellowship. 

“Fifty-one of these members have been ‘taken into’ our 
church without any attempt at making them into Congrega- 
tionalists. Some of them have been sprinkled and some of them 
immersed. Some of them believe in having the Lord’s Supper 
each Sunday morning; some, Sunday evening; others think 
once a month, and others once in three months, while still others 
think that there is nothing in holding it at all. We are going 
to ‘take in’ all the believers in the region as soon as we can 
show them that it is their bounden duty and joy.” 

He illustrates how the comity and giving of letters from 
one denomination to another works out: — 

“T have a joke on the good Methodist brethren. Suppose 
a rich man willed $100,000 to his son, providing he were a full- 
fledged Methodist by April 2. On March 29 his attorney noticed 
the provision in the will. The young fellow is a sinner out in 
the world. He cannot appeal to his father’s Methodist brethren 
with any hope, for they really cannot make a full-fledged 
Methodist under six months’ time. 

“He comes to us in the Fairview church. He takes the 
proper steps, and I make a Congregationalist of him on March 
29, and give him a letter to the Methodist brethren at 9.80 p. M. 
He steps over to that church at 9.85 p.a., and at 9.45 p. at. 
he is eligible to his $100,000. 

“As soon as he gets the money, he takes a letter from the 
Methodists and goes over to the Presbyterians, where he stays 
as long as he holds the job in the grocery store. Later ho moves 
to another place and takes a letter and goes into the Baptist 
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Church. After a while he marries a young Disciple wife and 
thinks it looks better for both to belong to the same church, 
so the children will not be muddled, and so he joins his wife’s 


-church.” 


Remember, dear reader, that all this is not Lutheran 
polemics and “knocking” other denominations, but simply a 
description which they furnish us themselves. S. 


Health in Reading the Bible. — A. C. Gaebelein, in Our 
Hope, quotes from The King’s Business, of Los Angeles, the 
testimony of a trained nurse who was called to take charge of 
a patient sick of influenza. The man was a Christian Science 
practitioner. He died of his disease, but before dying he made 
to her the following statement: “I am a Christian Science prac- 
titioner. I have made my living as a practitioner for the last 
eight years, and I want to tell you it is ‘the bunk.’ I owe it 
to Christian Science that I am here. I sat on my front porch 
reading Science and Health with a temperature of 104, which 
caused my relapse.” 

(Name and address at this office.) (Signed.) Mrs. C. E. 


That poor deceived Christian Scientist should have read the 
Bible; for in it he might have read that “evil men and seducers 
shall wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived.” 
2 Tim. 3,13. And, “They received not the love of the truth, 
that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send 
them strong delusion that they should believe a lie, that they 
all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had 
pleasure in unrighteousness.” 2 Thess. 2, 11.12. If he had 
studied the Bible carefully instead of making his experiments 
with Christian Science, he would, by the grace of God, have 
come to the knowledge of the truth in Christ Jesus, and would 
have avoided the delusion of Christian Science in which he 
lived for years, by which he deceived and misled many others, 
by which he lost even his common sense and finally perished. 

We do not need to make an experiment with Christian 
Science. God has foretold us of these deceivers and their lying 
wonders and signs. They have robbed millions of health, of 
their common sense, and, worst of all, of their Savior and of 
their eternal salvation. 

A careful and prayerful reading and study of the Bible 
will reveal to us that Jesus is our only Savior, not by being 
a “way-shower,” as Mrs. Baker-Eddy claims, but by being The 
Way itself. And who that learns of God’s wonderful love in 
Christ Jesus will not be filled with the joy of God’s salvation? 
That is: the joy which “doeth good like a medicine,” without 
robbing us of the natural reason which teaches us to use sensible 
remedies. In the pure Gospel, not in the delusion of Mrs. Eddy, 
is to be found that wisdom of which God says: “It shall be 
health to thy navel and marrow to thy bones.” S. 


The Fruits of Pastoral Labor. — A short time ago a Uni- 
tarian clergyman, together with his congregation, celebrated 
the twenty-first year of his ministry in that church. The daily 
paper which reported the affair pointed to the following fruits 
of his labor. He had devoted himself to getting a compulsory 
education law for Missouri, and that law was finally secured. He 
had also been active on a committee devoted to the problem of 
child labor, and had met with much success in his efforts for the 
children. To a large extent it was due to his exertion that 
race-track gambling had been abolished, and that race difficul- 
ties had been alleviated. He had been very active also in 
lecturing for the prevention of tuberculosis, and had been a 
speaker during promotion of three of the Liberty Loan cam- 
paigns. Nothing was said, nothing could be said, about the 
sinners whom he had led to repentance, about the troubled 
souls to whom he had brought peace with God through the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, nothing about the deathbeds into the 
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darkness of which he had brought Christ, the Light of the 
world. lu facet, through all this man’s activity not one soul 
Was saved from eternal damnation and carried into the realm 
of fulness of joy and pleasures forevermore. What of it if 
race-track gambling did cease? No doubt, there is as much 
gambling to-day as there was in the time of the race-tracks. 
What of it if there were changes made which eased the life 
of children, if these children remain servants of the devil? 
And have we not a superabundance of all manner and classes 
of physicians who are paid to fight tuberculosis and other 
diseases‘ How horrible to pretend to be a minister of Jesus 
Christ, and yet not preach that Word which Jesus sent us to 
preach, and through which eternal blessings are brought to 
mun! We do not despise the least temporal good or blessing, 
but those ministers who devote themselves to temporalities, and 
neglect spiritual and eternal matters, are the very worst among 
all those who strain at gnats and swallow camels. 

Those pastors who faithfully preach God’s Word never 
preach without blessed results; for God has promised this, and 
God docs not lie; and these blessed results are so great. so 
lasting, so desirable, so God-pleasing, that the very heavens 
ring with the joy of the angels whenever a faithful pastor has 
preached the Law and the Gospel by which repentance and 
faith and life and salvation are bestowed upon dying and 
perishing men. Let us not be ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, 
for it is the power of God to salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth. And it alone will build us up and give us an inheri- 
tance with all them that are sanctified. \ S. 


Unitarians in Other Denominations. —- The accusation 
has frequently been brought that there are in the Episcopal, 
Presbyterian, Baptist, and Methodist churches many clergymen 
in high places who are Unitarians at heart; that means, that 
these men outwardly belong to a Church which confesses the 
deity of the Lord Jesus Christ and His atoning work for sin, 
but that in their heart they believe neither. Lately the Sun 
and Herald, of New York City, reported that a Unitarian clergy- 
man in a public address at Columbia University asserted that 
certain prominent clergymen in other denominations were at 
heart Unitarians. Of one he said that the man “merely re- 
mained in the Baptist fold in order that he might be able 
to preach to large uudiences.” Such Baptist, Methodist, and 
Presbyterian Unitarians are not only guilty of the unbelief, 
wickedness, and heathen idolatry which is the characteristic of 
Unitarians, but they are stained also by the horrible hypocrisy 
They are the modern Judases 
There are 


of sailing under false colors. 
who would betray our divine Savior with a kiss. 
many more of these men than one would suppose. 

How distracting therefore is the condition of those de- 
nominations which harbor such detestable hypocrites! These 
ehurches employ, salary, and support men who are troubling 
und destroying the very churches upon which they live. They 
are thus the poisonous parasites of these churches. What of it 
if such churches do raise millions iin drives? What of it if 
their statistics show them to be the largest, or nearly the largest, 
Protestant denominations in this country? There is small com- 
fort in numbers and money when we know that the foe is within 
our very. gates setting fire to our city. There is very little 
comfort for any one to know that he is increasing in weight, 
and that he has a rapacious appetite, if at the same time in- 
contestuble evidence is submitted to’ him which proves that he 
is suffering from Bright’s disease and dropsy. 

How did these denominations degenerate into such deplor- 
able conditions? Unionism and doctrinal indifference are the 
causes of the maladies which are destroying them. They prac- 
tised fraternity and liberality gone to seed. ‘They were afraid 
of being ealled narrow and bigoted, and therefore they widened 
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their gates so that even dangerous heretics and errorists might 
come in and dwell at peace among Christians. They feared to: 
be ealled intolerant, and so. they tolerated even wolves in the 
flock. Oh, the blindness of men! And now, think of it, men 
want to help the Chureh by giving it more of that which is 
the very cause of its destruction — unionism and contempt for 
doctrinal purity. It has indeed happened to these people ac- 
cording to the proverb: “Give the devil a small finger, and 
he will soon have the whole hand.” 

The fight against false doctrine and the constant warning 
against false prophets is not our most pleasant task, but God 
demands it of us, and those who flee this contest may indeed 
escape some open battle, but they will be destroyed by parasites. 

S. 

Laughing at the Scientists. — Scientists at times would 
make the impression that they are the only ones who are in 
possession of the truth. They demand, therefore, that they and 
their teachings be respected. As for faith and the doctrines of 
the Bible, they pretend to dismiss all that as, at best, a mere 
erutch for those weak and defective persons who have not the 
same mental strength which men of science have. They imagine 
that they are dealing very generously and condescendingly if 
they do not laugh right into the Christian’s face at his child- 
like faith. They give themselves ercdit for considerable sclf- 
restraint if they refrain from poking fun at religion except 
when they are among themselves. Now, it is true that super- 
stitions and perverted religious notions justify ridicule, but the 
revealed truths of the Christian religion never justify the 
criticism or the contempt of man. On the other hand, when 
scientists leave their exact findings and demonstrable facts and 
venture upon the thin ice of theory and hypothesis. they them- 
selves generally become ridiculous. Tach generation of scicn- 
tists laughs at those who have gone before, and in their flights 
of fancy the humorist is always sure to find a legitimate field 
for his fun and laughter. In the following description of the 
changes and eccentricities of the Mississippi River, Mark Twain 
seizes upon the theories of the scientists and exposes their 
shabby foolishness. Poor souls that rest their confidence upon 
assertions which cannot bear even the search-light of a river 
pilot! 

“Since my own day on the Mississippi, cut-offs have been 
made at Hurricane Island, at Tsland 100, at Napoleon, Ark,, 
at Walnut Bend, and at Council Bend. These shortened the 
river, in the aggregate, sixty-seven miles. In my own time a 
cut-off was made at American Bend, which shortened the river 
ten miles or more. \ | 

“Therefore the Mississippi between Cairo and New Orleans 
was twelve hundred and fifteen miles long one hundred and 
seveuty-six years ago. It was cleven hundred and cighty after 
the cut-off of 1722. Tt was ‘one thousand and forty after the 
American Bend cut-off. It has lost sixty-seven miles since. 
Consequently, its length is only nine hundred and seventy-three 
miles at present. 

~ “Now, if I wanted to be one of those ponderous scientific 

people, and ‘let om’ to prove what had occurred in the remote 
past by what had occurred in a given time in the recent past, 
or what will occur in the far future by what has occurred in 
late years, what an opportunity is here! Geology never had 
such a chance, nor such exact data to argue from. Nor ‘develop- 
ment of species,’ either! Glacial epochs are great things, but 
they are vague — vague. Please observe: 

“In the space of one hundred and twenty-six years the 
Lower Mississippi has shortened itself two hundred and forty- 
two miles. That is an average of a trifle over one mile and 
a third per year. Therefore, any calm person who is not blind 
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or idiotic can see that in the Old Oolitic Silurian Period, just 
nu million years ago next November, the Lower Mississippi River 
was upward of one million three hundred thousand miles long, 
and stuck out over the Gulf of Mexico like a fishing-rod. And 
by the same token any person can see that seven hundred and 
forty-two years from now the Lower Mississippi will be only 
a mile and three-quarters long, and Cairo and New Orleans will 
have joined their streets together, and be plodding comfortably 
along under a single mayor and a mutual board of aldermen. 
There is something fascinating about science. One gets such 
wholesale returns of conjecture out of such a trifling investinent 


of fact.” S. 


The expected decline in our subscription-list, duc to 
expiration of duplicate subscriptions, has uot come to pass. 
During the L. L. L. financial campaign of a year ago some of 
our families sent in two, three, and even four contributions to 
the Fund, and hence were eredited with an equal numbcr of 
subscriptions to Lutuerax Wrrsess or Der Lutheraner. In 
response to our repeated appeals, thousands of these duplicates 
have been eliminated through transfer to some fellow-Lutheran 
who was not a subscriber. [ven now this office is receiving 
many requests for such transfers. Already many of those who 
have thus become acquainted with the papers have continued 
the subseription as it expired, and are, we trust, constant readers. 
Where duplicates still arrive, it is not too late to make transfers 
now, as many do not expire until later in the year. We believe 
that the reading of three or four issues of the paper is sufficient 
to hold readers so gained, who will then subscribe on their own 
account. 

In this connection it ought to be said that changes of 
address cannot, with our great mailing-list of 70,000 addresses, 
be made as quickly as some readers desire. As soon as a sub- 
scription expires, it is taken off the list, and when there is a 
renewal, some time clapses before service is resumed, — not iit 
a single case intentionally, of course. I*requently the delay in 
receiving the paper is due to the disturbances in transportation 
and mail service. G. 








®utlook and Reuiru. 





Correspondence. 


CHICAGO LENTEN SERVICES. 


Palm Sunday and Easter of this year are two days that will 
long be remembered, not only in our Lutheran circles, — on 
account of the sacred memories which cluster around these days 
of Confirmation and Holy Communion and the eelebration of 
the Resurrection, — but also by all the inhabitants of Chicago 
and vicinity. On both these Sundays this section of the country 
was visited by terrible storms, the tornado on Palm Sunday 
being the worst of its kind, leaving death and destruction in 
its path, and the blizzard on Easter Sunday the severest in 
many springs. 

Between these two Sundays lay Holy Week with its appeal- 
ing message: “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world.” That many might have opportunity to behold 
their Savior in His Passion, paying the world’s wages of sin, 
services were again held in the heart of tho business district 
every noon hour from Monday until Friday. Approximately 
5,000 people attended these meetings. If only one soul in all 
this vast concourse of people was saved, one backslider restored 
to his Savior, surely these services, involving an expenditure 
of $1,200, would prove to be a most profitable investment. What 
the exaet returns are in this particular may never be known, 
but we have God’s own word for it that His Word accomplishes 
that whereunto it is sent. One pastor reports that he had seven- 
teen calls from such as had attended these services. 
a great blessing these mectings were for the loyal Lutherans 


And what: 
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who supported with their finances this undertaking, strengthen- 
ing their faith and Lutheran consciousness ! 

The Rev. Martin Walker of Buffalo and the Rev. Prof. Dau 
of St. Louis were the speakers. The singing of the soloists and 
of the audience was excellent and inspiring. Catechisms, tracts, 
aud splendidly arranged programs containing sermonette and 
Church Directory were distributed. A. H. Kats. 


MILWAUKEE NOONDAY SERVICES. 


During Holy Week half-hour services were held every day 
in a down-town theater. Although the weather was sometimes 
unfavorable, the attendance this year was better than ever. 
A conservative estimate places the attendance at 7,500 for the 
week. The preachers for the week .were Pastors Schuessler, 
Schlueter, Moussa, Steinhoff, Grueber, Nommensen, and Kos 
walke. On Good Friday services were held in two theaters, and 
both places were well attended. 11,100 tracts were distributed. 
10,600 four-page programs were printed. These contained on 
the first page the order of service and the hymns, on the second 
page Lenten meditations, on the third page Lutheran statistics, 
and on the fourth page the local church directory. Special 
musie was furnished each day by several of the church choirs. 
28,000 announcement cards were used to advertise the services. 
A unique feature this year were the paid advertisements in all 
newspapers for eight days. A three-inch double-column space 
was used, featuring the cross with appropriate Scripture-pas- 
sages, a different quotation from Luther each day, name of 
speaker, text, music, ete. These services were conducted by 
the Milwaukee churches of the Synodieal Conference, a com- 
mittee appointed by the English Conference being in charge 
of the arrangements. 

How much good is accomplished by such services no one 
knows; but to say that they are barren of good results would 
be saying that preaching redemption by the “blood of Christ is 
ii vain. Certainly many strangers are given the opportunity 
to learn what the Lutheran Church teaches and preaches, and 
to the young people working in the down-town offices is given 
the missionary opportunity of bringing their churchless friends 
to a service where the Gospel is preached. Fraxk Luey.— 


FROM A MEMBER OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL. 


Permit me again to write you. testifying to my appreciation 
of the Lutuerax Witness. It affords me great pleasure and 
much profit to read the timely and necessary articles found 
therein. I admire the firm, decided stand the Missouri Synod 
takes in matters of faith and Church practise, and it expresses 
my own individual opinions very clearly. Assuring you of my 
pleasure in reading the Wityess, I am 


Yours in the faith, 
F. H. 
NOTES AND NEWS. - 


The congregations of St. Louis and vicinity hope to offer 
the convention at Detroit a building site for the new plant of 
Concordia Seminary. They have organized for the securing of 
pledges, and expect to have guarantees of a sufficient amount-by 
May 18. 


Rev. Harry E. Olsen writes: “At the close of services 
yesterday I read the titles of sixteen articles in the last issue 
of LutneraN Witness to my congregation, and showed them 
what they were receiving for four cents—four articles for 
a cent. Nine new subscriptions were handed to the hbrarian 
after the service. What a variety of subjects in one issue!” 
He also says that it “is astounding to note the rapid spread of 
the fad of ouija boards” in Milwaukee. 


Rev. Brandhorst writes from Norfolk, Nebr., concerning 
the Spiritism propaganda: “Northeastern Nebraska scems fer- 
tile soil for this doctrine of devils.” 


The L. L. L. office at Milwaukee has twice received a con- 
tribution of $10 from a young woman at The Dalles, Oreg., 
whose only means of remaining in contact with her church is 
the Lutnreran Witness, there being no church of our Synod in 
‘the place. 


Five boys of Emmaus Church, Indianapolis, are being in- 
structed by the pastor’s assistant, hoping to make Quinta 
next fall. 

Rev. Karl Kretzmann of New York recently preached a 
series of sermons on Christian Science, Spiritism, Adventism, 
Unionism, the joint title of the sermons in this series being 
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“Enemies of the Cross.” We lose nothing, but gain much 
through public reproval of error; and in such reproval we gain 
much and lose nothing by calling a spade a spade and giving 
the devil his due. 


The reader is aware that the small-town papers are served 
by syndicates which supply them with “patent insides” in the 
form of stories and articles. Lately one of these syndicated 
articles, occupying two columns and adorned with a cut, con- 
tained details of the crack-brain theory of a Portland, Oregon, 
man who “proves” that the Holy Land was located in the State 
of Idaho, that Moses was buried at the base of Mount Whitney, 
and that Los Angeles is the site of the ancient city of Jerusalem. 


The text-book in use at Concordia Seminary, Outlines of 
Doctrinal Theology, has been translated into the Zulu language, 
and is in use in a native theological seminary in Zululand, 
South Africa. 

At Cincinnati, Rev. R. Goetz started an English congrega- 
tion a few years ago with a parochial school of four pupils. 
There are now thirty-two pupils. 

On one day we received two requests, one for an article on 
a Lutheran university, the other for one on the California man’s 
gun which will shoot a bullet with a man inside to the moon. 
We decline to write on either of these subjects — for the same 
reason. 

The Anti-Saloon League started a drive for $25,000,000 last 
month. The intention was to “make the world dry.” The start 
was made in the “banner prohibition States of the nation,” but 
was abandoned because there was no response. Instead of get- 
ting the $5,000,000 hoped for from the southeastern States, the 
League incurred deficits and debts amounting to about $25,000. 


Concordia College, Adelaide, Australia, completed its scho- 
lastic year in February (the seasons in Australia being the 
reverse of our own). The school had an attendance of fifty-one, 
of whom fifteen are in the theological department. Our Aus- 
-tralian Concordia reports an interrupted year, chiefly due to an 
epidemic of influenza. 

The thirty-third annual report of the Bethlehem Orphanage 
en Staten Island, New York, is just out. It contains a fine 
eulogy on the late William Schoenfeld by Rev. W. Koepchen. 
In the report of the president, Mr. Th. H. Lamprecht, we find 
some striking words on tithing. 

St. John’s Church ‘(English) of Hannibal, Mo., recently 
celebrated the twenty-fifth anniversary of Miss Catherine Man- 
gels, who has now served St. John’s Parochial School a quarter 
century. 

The lay representatives of the Connecticut Valley Circuit 
met March 18, according to District resolution, in order to 
discuss the work of their Atlantic District. It was agreed that 


the salaries of pastors and teachers urgently need a revision ‘ 


upward. 


Religious Press. 


A STATEMENT RELATIVE TO THE LODGE AND 
PULPIT-FELLOWSHIP. 


(The following statement was submitted by the late Dr.. "Th. 
Schmauk to a committee of the Nationa] Lutheran Council last year: ) 


1. The attaching one’s self to any life-brotherhood outside 
of the brotherhood in Christ with principles and rules of obedi- 
ence which may or may not be in conflict with the Church of 
Christ, but which operates independently of it, sets up a divided 
allegiance. 


Our Savior said emphatically, “No man can serve two 


masters”; and it is especially true of the minister, who is 
under solemn vow to obey Christ alone, and who is the official 
representative of the Church of Christ in all relations, that 
there are many situations which will divide his allegiance. 
A whole-souled loyalty to two life-covenants, each claiming to 
be supreme in any field, even though neither in itself be harmful, 
is impossible. 

2. Secret and selective organizations of a few among the 
many is un-American, and is a relic of Old World and aristo- 
cratic medievalism. America stands for openness and publicity 
in all associative action and for equality in fraternity. The 
Gospel itself breaks down walls of special partition in the 
brotherhood of men. Fraternity in special privilege, especially 
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when combined with secrecy of direction and the hidden use 
of influence, is against the spirit of democracy, which stands on 
public and open merit. The world is to-day seeking to rid itself 
of covenants, cabals, treaties, and brotherhoods that operate by 
private and secret understanding, that block square deals with- 
out assigning the reason why, that do not open the door of 
opportunity freely and equally to every one of merit where- 
socver he may be found, and that cultivate the habit and 
attitude of planning and acting without public revelation of 
purpose. — 

If a minister be united in a special selective and secret 
brotherhood with a few of the members of his congregation 
in this brotherhood, while the great majority, including women 
and children, are outside of it, it will be well-nigh impossible 
for him to follow and apply the common principles of Chris- 
tianity on the common and American ground of equal priv- 
ileges and responsibilities for all, to every member in his con- 
gregation. 

Please note that the term “secrecy” comes from the Latin: 
secernere, to put apart, to separate. The fundamental idea is 
to shut out the common brotherhood of man, to keep from it 
certain knowledge and purposes, and to give to selected ones 
the special privileges of an exclusive fraternity. This is con- 
sonant neither with the principles of the Gospel nor with those 
of the American people. 

I think, too, that if the Lutheran Church takes a position 
that in general its fellowship in pulpit and altar is not for 
non-Lutherans, that that fact in itself has a direct bearing on 
the principle of secret societies. Not only non-Lutherans, but 
Unitarians, Jews, and non-Christians, are admitted to member- 
ship and participation in the religious fellowship and burial of 
these societies. Any organization that claims the right to bury 
& man with its own rite which is outside of, even if not con- 
tradictory to, the rite of the Christian Church, predicates a 
fellowship of faith and eternal life which is different from that 
of Christianity in our pulpits and at our altars, and we cannot 
in consistency refuse to draw those lines also at the grave. 


Lutheran Standard. 


THE “INTERNATIONAL” LESSONS AND THE LUTHERAN 
° SUNDAY-SCHOOL. . 


There are still Lutheran pastors and teachers who are en- 
ticed by certain outward glamour to use the International Sun- 
day-school Lesson Series. Their eyes certainly should have been 
opened by the selection of last year’s lessons. Aside from the 
fact that they were discouragingly difficult for the best teachers 
and children, they were simply impossible for a Lutheran school. 
The lessons for the Advent weeks were on Christ’s Passion and 
Resurrection. Think of opening Sunday-school on an Advent 
Sunday with an Advent or Christmas song, and then taking up 
the lesson of Christ’s suffering in Gethsemane. Then, when 
the study of Christ’s agony was completed, the school -sang 
“Silent Night”! Or imagine the lesson of Christ dying on the 
eross or His rising from the dead on Sunday before Christmas 
and then rehearsing the Christmas program atter these lessons! 
People who have no church-year can do this. But even their 
feelings are jarred when they rise to sing the Christmas pro- 
gram of Christ in the manger after having studied about 
Christ’s death on the cross. Lutheran children and teachers 
can certainly not do justice to the lessons on Christ’s suffering 
and death in the Advent and Christmas season. Jt is an im- 
possible psychology for a Lutheran mind, and our Lutheran 
teachers, children, and parents should not be offended with such 
wrong methods of teaching. 

Aside from these incongruities, the lessons of the Inter- 
national system are often selected with the avowed purpose of 
inculeating teachings which every Lutheran knows are false 
teachings. In every single quarter there is a so-called “temper- 
ance lesson,” whether it fits into the series or not. Often the 
scope of the entire quarter is simply broken up and a temperance 
lesson forced into the quarter’s lessons, irrespective of the other 
lessons. In the last quarter of 1919, which treats of Peter and 
John, the continuity of tho serics is sundered and a so-called 
“temperance lesson” from the prophets inserted for the fifth 
Sunday of the quarter. This is pedagogically wrong, and some 
of the best of Sunday-school workers of the sects have protested 
against such wrong methods, unfortunately without avail. For 
the Lutheran this is not simply a wrong method of teaching 
God’s Word, but it is false teaching. Jor every one knows that * 
these so-called temperance lessons are “prohibition lessons.” In 
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bowing to the autocratic rule of the prohibition element, these 
quarterly temperance lessons were forced into every quarter of 
the International Sunday-school Serics. Now Lutherans should 
certainly not be a party to such false teachings by using a lesson 
serics which makes just this false teaching one of its cardinal 
features. — American Lutheran. 


BAPTIST PROTEST AGAINST INTERCHURCH. 


(The four Grand Rapids, Mich., Baptist congregations have come 
out against participation in the Interchurch World Movement. The 
Wealthy Street Baptist Church passed a resolution stating the reason 
for its attitude. We reprint the salient portions. —G.) 


“First — The Interchurch World Movement and the New 
World Movement essentially are one. 


“Secondly — The denial of the leaders that they are com- 
bined is misleading. Both are founded on the ‘big business’ 
idea, which is a misconception of God’s program. The ultimate 
aim of the movement evidently is the unity of the Christian 
Church of America with doctrinal barriers removed. 


“Thirdly —'The expense incurred by leaders in promotion 
of their ends will be millions thrown out as leaves fall before 
the autumn wind. It has no justification in reason, experience, 
or the Word of God. 


“Fourthly — Dr. John R. Mott, a Methodist, and Dr. Robert 
Speer, a Presbyterian, are, with almost unthinkable assumption, 
secking to assume the réle of super-church leaders. There is 
a group of church intcrorganizations, such as Federal Council 
of Churches and Y. M.C. A., under practically the same leader- 
ship and moving in the same direction. Interchurch World 
Movement leaders are in a position, therefore, when indorsed 
by a denomination, to dictate to that denomination its fields, 
sorviees, and doctrines. They thus may infringe upon, or de- 
stroy, Baptist independence and convictions. 


“Pifthly — The Interchurch World movement was branded 
by the Southern Baptist convention at Atlanta, Ga., in 1919, 
as an ‘entangling alliance.’ The decision of the convention 
has been ignored by the leaders of the movement. 


“Sixthly — To unite with the New World Movement makes 
it necessary for those who believe in the Bible to be unequally 
yoked with unbelievers and men who are enemies of the cross 
of Christ and destroyers of the Word of God. To join also 
means that $100,000.000 will be bestowed on men and institu- 
tions disloyal to fundamental beliefs of Baptists... . 


“Tenthly — The Interchurch World movement has no dec- 
laration of faith nor doctrinal standards. ‘Those who unite 
must esteem commands of men as equal in force with commands 
of God; must extend the hand of fellowship to liberal and 
Unitarian as well as devout followers of the crucified and risen 
Christ; must agree that civilization can take the place of the 
blood-washed, regenerated partakers of divine nature; must 
give up their most cherished principles and independence, and 
bow down to the man-made image of the organic unity of 
civilized sinners. 

‘We believe the highest efficiency of the Wealthy Street 
Baptist church can be attained by: 


“First — Strict loyalty to Christ and Christian courtesy 
observed toward all who profess to.be His disciples. 

“Secondly — Maintaining our independence as Baptists and 
continuing missionary work apart from overscers, organizations, 
and collecting agencies. 

‘ “Thirdly — Holding to plain teachings of the Bible, and 
refusing to ally ourselves with those whose faith and methods 
of work differ widely from our own.” 








Lutheran Laymen's League. 





Notice! 


Congregational treasurers, pastors, and others to whom 
L. L. L. contributions have been entrusted to be forwarded are 
urgently requested to make remittance at their earliest oppor- 
tunity to the L. L. L. Treasurer, whose address is found printed 
under the “barometer.” 
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“Draft of By-Laws to the New Constitution 
| of Synod. 


St. Louis, Mo., March 2, 1920. 


To the Honorable Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States, in 
session at Detroit, June 16—26, 1920; the Honorable Rev. F. 
Pfotenhauer, President. 


DEAR BRETHREN: — 


Our Synod, at its session at Milwaukee, Wis., in the year 1917, 
received the draft of a new Constitution of the Synod, submitted by 
the undersigned committee. After due examination by another com- 
mittee, the Synod adopted the new Constitution with a number of 
changes, and then submitted it to our congregations for ratification. 
The Synod decided that the committee which drafted the new Consti- 
tution prepare a draft of suitable by-laws and submit them at the 
next session of the Synod. (See English minutes, p.50.) The com- 
mittee, complying with the Synod’s resolution, herewith submits its 
draft. Your committee desires to add the following remarks: — 

1. The By-laws herewith submitted are, in the main, regulations 
found in the old Constitution, interpretations of the Constitution by 
the Synod, and special resolutions spread upon the minutes; in the 
submitted draft these have been brought together under the proper 
heads and have been made to conform to the new Constitution. 

2. Your committee experienced some difficulty in drawing up the 
regulations which are to determine the “Rights and Duties of the 
Board of Directors.”” The new Constitution says: “This Board of 
Directors is the legal representative of the Synod and the custodian 
of all property of the Synod, and shall be entrusted with the super- 
vision and general management of all business of the Synod” (alle 
geschaeftlichen Angelegenheiten). This reading was not originally 
submitted by your committee, but was adopted by the Synod upon the 
suggestion of the committee which examined the original draft. Your 
committee is at a loss to know if it has correctly interpreted this 
portion of the Synod’s Constitution; it, therefore, requests that the 
By-laws referring to this new feature in the Synod’s Constitution be 
carefully studied, and, if found unsatisfactory, referred back to your 
committee with more definite instructions. 

3. Your committee has been requested by a number of persons to 
make provision in the new By-laws for a paid financial secretary. 
This has been taken care of in the regulations governing the “Rights 
and Duties of the Board of Directors.” 

4. The new Synodical Handbook, for which there is an urgent 
need and demand, can be published as soon as the new Constitution 
and the By-laws have been adopted by the Synod and ratified by the 
congregations. It would be well that the date for ratification of the 
Constitution and By-laws be fixed by the Synod, and that the Synod 
also elect, or have appointed, a committee which shall edit the new 
Handbook. This book ought to contain the Constitution and By-laws, 
the rules and regulations governing the various commissions and 
boards, important documents of the Synod. ‘and important resolutions 
which, in the course of years, have been spread upon the minutes and 
are still in effect. 

Respectfully submitted, 


Your CoMMITTEE: 


L. FUERBRINGER. 
Joun H. C. Frrirz. 
JoHN W. BoEHNE. 


BY-LAWS.}!) 
Membership. (Const., § 5.) 


1. Every member of the Synod, in accordance with his calling, 
his ability, and the means at his command, should diligently and 
earnestly and in the best manner possible seek to promote and carry 
out the purposes of the synodical organization. 

2. All those whose application for membership in the Synod shall 
have been favorably acted upon by the Synod shall become members 
by signing the Synod’s Constitution in open session at the first con- 
vention of the respective District which they attend. The first duly 
elected lay-delegate of a new synodical congregation shall sign the 
Constitution as the representative of his congregation. It shall be 
the duty of the District Secretary to procure the signature of mem- 
bers in a book provided for this purpose by his District; the secre- 
tary shall add, opposite the signature, the year in which a member 
enters or leaves the Synod, or is transferred to another District. 

3. Inasmuch as the professors of the Synod’s educational institu- 
tions and the teachers of the Synod’s parochial schools are only 
advisory members, and as such are obliged to attend the synodical 
conventions, theso shall not be elected by any one congregation or by 
any group of congregations as lay-delegates to the synodical con- 
ventions, nor shall they be credited as such by the Synod. 


1) In the new Constitution (which must be presupposed when the 
Ry-laws are being considered) and also in the By-laws the term “Synod" 
always designates the entire synodical body, and the term “President” 
always refers to the president of the entire synodical body. A district of 
Synod Is always referred to as “District Synod,” and the president of 
a district, as the “District President.” 
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Conditions of Membership. (Const., § 6.) 


Inasmuch as every congregation which applies for membership 
in the Synod must, in accordance with the Constitution of the Synod, 
submit. its own constitution for examination, the resolution passed by 
the Synod to accept any congregation into membership shall not take 
etfect: until such congregation shall have made any changes in its 
constitution which have been prescribed by the Synod, and thereupon 
shall have notified the District Seeretary that such change has 
been made. 


Representation at the Synodical Conventions. (Uonst., § 9.) 
A. With Reference to Voting Representatives. 


1. Every five to ten congregations shall form an electoral group. 
which shall elect two delegates, one pastor and one layman, who 
shall, each having one vote, represent the congregations of that group. 
Large congregations shall form small groups, and small congregations 
shall form large groups; but never fewer than five, nor more thin 
ten, congregations shall form a group. A fractional portion remain- 
ing after the groups in a District have been formed, shall be entitled 
to the same representation as a complete group. 

2. These two delegates shall be selected at, the meeting of the 
District Synod preceding the convention of the Synod by the lay- 
delegates and the pastors of the congregations holding voting mem- 
bership in the Synod which have united and formed an electoral 
group for the purpose of representation at the synodical convention. 
In case the representatives of such a group authorize one of its 
congregations to elect the lay-delegate for the group, then such lay- 
delegate, in order to be accredited, must present to the Synod cre- 
dentials signed by the pastor and two oflicers of the congregation 
authorized to clect him. Whenever the lay-delegate of the group has 
been selected by his electoral group, then the registration of his 
name, as also that of the selected pastor, in the printed minutes of 
the District shall be suflicient evidence of election; if the minutes 
have not vet been printed, or if changes in the mean time have be- 
come necessary, then the certification of election by the District Sec- 
retary shall entitle the delegate to due recognition by the Synod. 


R. With Reference to Advisory Representatives. 


Every fifteen advisory members of the clergy and every fifteen 
teachers of parochial schools shall unite and form an electoral group, 
each of which groups shall select one representative and one alternate 
to attend the synodical conventions. ‘These selections shall also be 
made at the meeting of the District preceding the convention of the 
Synod. Any fractional portion remaining shall be entitled to the 
sume representation as a complete group. The registered name in the 
printed minutes of the District or the certification by the District 
Secretary shall entitle the elected representatives to recognition by 
the Synod. 

C. With Reference to Other Representation. 


1. All District Presidents are as such required to attend the 
conventions of the Synod. 

2. The faculty of each of the Synod’s educational institutions 
shall be represented at the conventions of the Synod by its president, 
and by one of its other members, which the faculty shall select. The 
Seminary at St. Louis shall be represented by its president and as 
many members of its faculty as the faculty may deem necessary to 
represent it, with the provision, however, that each member of the 
faculty shall attend the conventions of the Synod at least every 
81x years. 

3. All boards and commissions of the Synod shall be represented 
at conventions of the Synod by at least one of its members, and by 
more if necessary. 


Officers. (Const., § 10.) 


Bes 


The Synod shall elect four Viee-Presidents; the number of votes 
received by each skhall determine which shall be the First, the Second, 
the Third, and the Fourth Vice-President. 


EB; ° 


For the transaction of its business the Synod shall also elect the 
following boards and oflicers, whose term of oflice shall extend from 
one regular convention of the Synod until the next, or until their 
successors have been elected and have qualified (the oflicial name of 
the boards and the oflicers shall indicate their duties, unless these 
have been specified by special rules and regulations) : — 

1. Board of Control for all educational institutions. 

2. Board of Supervisors for each educational institution. 

3. Board of Electors for each educational institution. 

4. Board of Directors of Concordia Publishing House. 

5. The following Mission Boards: — 

a. Home Mission Board of North America. 
b. Home Mission Bourd for Foreign Countries. 
ec. Immigrant Mission Board. 
d. Foreign-language Mission Board, 
e. Deuf-mute Mission Board. 
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f. Indian Mission Board. 
g. Jewish Mission Board. 
h. Foreign Mission Board. 
6. Chureh Extension Board. 
7. Legacy Board. 
8. Board of Support. 
9. Board of Relief. 
10. Board of Auditors. 
11. School Board. 
12. English Theological Literature Board. 
13. Committee on Common-school Text-books. 
14. Sunday-school Literature Board. 
15. Young People’s Literature Board. 
16. Revision Committees — 
n. for, religious books; 
b. for German common-school text-books ; 
c. for English common-school text-books ; 
d. for sciences and practical studies ; 
e. for musical publications. 
17. Chronicler. 
18. Correspondent for the Lutheran Chureh in Foreign Countries. 
19. Statistician. 
20. Railroad Secretary. 
C. 
Synod shall have live standing examination committees to exam- 
ine the candidates for the ministry and for its parochial schools, 
and also the applicants for such oflices. 


Rights and Duties of Officers. 
A. Of the President. 


I. 


1. Inasmuch as the President, in accordance with the Synod’s 
Constitution, shall exercise supervision over the doctrine taught in 
the Synod, and over all the officials and the employees of the Synod, 
he shall at regular intervals officially visit all the educational insti- 
tutions of the Synod, and also receive reports from the District 
Presidents. 

2. Inasmuch as the President, in accordance with the Synod’s 
Constitution, shall exercise supervision over the District Presidents, 
he shall, whenever convinced that a District President has erred, 
have the right and the power, according to his own judgment, to 
ascertain the facts in the case by a personal investigation in the 
local congregation. 

3. Inasmuch as the President, in accordance with the Synod’s 
Constitution, shall be present at the meetings of the Districts, but 
must often be represented by his Vice-Presidents, he shall annually, 
for the purpose of concerted counsel and action, meet with the Vice- 
Presidents of the Synod — as, upon the occasion of their meeting for 
the purpose of assigning calls to the graduates — to discuss matters 
which the Synod must present to its various Districts. 

4. Whenever important and diflicult synodical and intersynodical 
questions and problems arise, the President shall take counsel with 
his Vice-Presidents. , 

5. Inasmuch as the President, by virtue of his oflice, has, and 
ever shall have, advisory power, he shall, upon request, give counsel 
and advice to such as are under his supervision. He shall exercise 
executive power only when the affairs of the Synod demand it, and 
when he has been expressly invested with such power for ‘such specific 
purpose. In every case, however, any member of the Synod shall 
have the right to appeal from his or any other decision to that of 
the Synod, 

6. The President shall, in the interval between synodical con- 
ventions, be empowered to appoint commissions according as the pur- 
pose for which the Synod has been organized and conditions arising 
in the course of time may demand. | 
7. The President shall appoint an auditing committee, which 
shall audit the books of the various commissions and boards from 
time to time, and report such audit in writing to the Board of 
Auditors elected by the Synod. The Synod shall elect the auditing 
committee which shall annually audit the books of the Treasurer of 
the Synod and those of the Manager of Concordia Publishing House. 

8. The President shall not be in charge of a pastorate, or hold 
nu chair at any educational institution, but he shall. if possible, serve 
as a pastor primarius or secundarius; he shall serve the congregation 
which has called him as such only when he choéses to do so, and 
when such service does not interfere with his official duties as Presi- 
dent of the Synod. 


(Const., § 11.) 


iN 


1, Prior to conventions of the Synod the President shall, from 
the clergy of the Synod, appoint the convention preachers and desig- 
nate their sermon topics. 

2. The President shall appoint one of the Vice-Presidents to 
preach at the opening service of the Synod. 

3. The convention shall organi«e at its first session on the basis 
of the report of the committee appointed to assist the Secretary for 
the purpose of examining and acknowledging the credentials of the 
lay-delegates and of establishing the presence of all the duly elected 
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voting and advisory representatives. The convention being organized, 
the President shall make his synodical address, read his official re- 
port (covering the time which elapsed since the last convention), 
and present the docket. All matters (such as reports of boards of 
educational institutions and of commissions, memorials, overtures, 
and the like) shall, as a rule, be presented to the President in writ- 
ing ten weeks prior to the convention. The President shall order 
the most important reports, memorials, and overtures to be printed 
and two copies to be muiled to each electoral group, for the purpose 
of a preliminary examination. 

4. In order to expedite the transaction of business, the President 
shall refer matters which are to be presented to the Synod to com- 
mittees’ appointed by him from the accredited delegates present. 
After due discussion of the matters referred to them, these com- 
mittees shall report their findings and recommendations to the Synod. 
If the President deems it advisable, he shall appoint such committees 
prior to the convention; he shall also be empowered to convene any 
such committees prior to the opening of the Synod. Every member 
of the Synod, however, shall have the right to protest against any 
appointment made to such committees. A proportionate number of 
lay-delegates shall be appointed on the committees, especially on such 
to which money matters have been referred. 

5. The President shall, at the first session, and also during the 
course of the synodical sessions, submit an order of business for the 
following days. 

6. The President shall conduct the sessions of the Synod accord- 
ing to standard parliamentary rules, and he shall manage that thé 
sessions of the Synod do not extend beyond a period of ten busi- 
ness days. 

7. The President shall remind the Synod that all delegates and 
representatives elected to attend the synodical sessions shall regularly 
attend all sessions to the very close of the convention. AIL synodical 
delegates who arrive late or leave early, or, if alternates, could not 
attend at all, shall present a written excuse. 

8. Before adjournment, the Synod shall decide upon the time and 
the place of the next convention, or it may ask the President to 
attend to this matter in due time. The President shall, if necessary, 
be empowered to change the appointed time of meeting. 


D..Of the Secretary. 


1. The Sccretary shall, after adjournment, in accordance with 
instructions given by the Synod, have the synodical proceedings 
printed. The make-up of the manuscript shall be left to him, with 
the proviso, however, that all resolutions must be recorded in the 
same wording in which they were accepted by the Synod. The Presi- 
dent shall, as supervisor of the doctrine of Synod, read the manu- 
script, and shall, as Synod’s representative, finally decide if and in 
which form a certain matter shall be printed. | 

2. If an absent member of the Synod has been elected to any 
oflice, the Secretary shall in writing notify him of his election. 

3. The Secretary shall, immediately upon the close of the synod- 
ical convention, officially report to the Board of Directors of Con- 
cordia Publishing House all resolutions concerning it, in order that 
the execution of any resolution may not be deferred until the pro- 
ceedings have been printed. 

ki. Of the Treasurer. 

1. The Treasurer shall give to the Synod a bond, the amount to 
be decided by the Board of Directors, The Synod shall pay the 
expenses. 

2. The Treasurer shall issue receipts for all moneys received. 

3. The Treasurer shall deposit all moneys and valuable papers, 
not in his own name, but in the name of the Synod. <All deeds and 
other important documents he shall place into a fire-proof safe. 

4. The Treasurer shall be empowered, if necessary, to borrow 
moneys for synodical purposes, with the proviso, however, that for 
amounts exceeding the total sum of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) 
he must procure the consent of the Board of Directors. 

5. The Treasurer shall not expend more moneys for new buildings 
and extensive repairs than the Synod has allowed, unless empowered 
to do so by the Board of Directors. 


F. Of the Board of Directors. 


1. The Board of Directors shall meet four times every year, and, 
in addition, as often as the President may convene it. The President 
of the Synod shall be chairman of the board, and the Secretary of 
the Synod shall be the board’s secretary. A majority of the members 
present shall constitute a quorum. | 

2. Being the legal representatives of the Synod and trustees of 
all of the Synod’s property, the Board of Directors shall have charge 
of all of the Synod’s chattels and estates, whatever these may be; 
and the Board of Directors shall accordingly hold and manage all 
synodical property in accordance with the instructions given by the 
Synod and also in necordance with the State laws. : 

3. If the management of any synodical property has been com- 
mitted to any special commission or board (such as the Board of 
Supervisors of any educational institution, Mission Boards, Board 
of Directors of the Publishing House, Board of the Chureh Extension 
Fund, and the like), then such commission or board shall manage 
such property and shall annually, or whenever requested to do so, 
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report to the Synod’s Board of Directors. Before deciding upon 
‘matters of far-reaching importance, commissions and boards shall 
consult the Board of Directors. 

4. The Board of Directors may refer certain tasks with which 
it has been entrusted to a committee selected from its members. 
Such committee, however, shall always be responsible to the Board 
of Directors.2) 

5. The Board of Directors shall decide upon the annual synodical 
budget. It shall also see to it that the provisions of the budget, and 
of synodical resolutions referring to business and financial matters, 
are carried out. 

6. The Board of Directors:shall engage either one of its own 
members or any other member of the Synod, temporarily or perma- 
nently, as a Financial Secretary, who shall devote his whole time 
und attention to the finances of the Synod. The Financial Secretary 
shall be directly responsible to the Board of Directors. 

7. Before the congregations or the members of the Synod as 
a whole are approached for the collection of moneys, the Board of 
Directors shall be consulted. Committees and boards which havé 
been duly elected by the Synod shall be required to obtain the per- 
mission of the Board of Directors only when calling for unusually 
large sums of money. (This ruling shall not be construed to’ inter- 
fere with district or local financial undertakings. ) 

8. The Board of Directors shall keep an accurate record of all 
its proceedings, and especially of its management and the condition 
of the synodical property. . 

9. ‘The Board of Directors shall annually, and in addition as 
often as it may deem it necessary, report its work and the synodical 
needs in the official organs of the Synod. At the conventions of the 
Synod the Board of Directors shall submit a detailed report. 

10. The Board of Directors shall be empowered to fill any vacancy 
on its board for the unexpired term of oflice. 


(To be concluded.) 
Any suggestions in reference to these By-laws should, without 


delay, be sent to Pror. L. FUERBRINGER, 
2619 Winnebago St., St. Louis, Mo. 








New Publications. 





Erkenntnis des Heils. Kine Sammlung Freitextpredigten, nach 
dem Kirehenjahr geordnet. Von C. C. Schmidt. Concordia 
Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, $3.00, postpaid. 


For more than fifty years Dr. Schmidt has preached the Word 
of God in different Lutheran churches, and for more than thirty of 
these years he has spoken from the pulpit of the Holy Cross Church. 
rom this pulpit he preaches not only to a congregation of Lutheran 
laymen, but addresses also the faculty and the students of our highest 
institution of learning. It could not be otherwise, therefore, than 
that his preaching and his teaching has exercised a very extensive 
influence on the habits of thought and expression of our theologians. 
Keven for those who have not heard Dr. Schmidt it is natural to con- 
clude that a pastor who has for so long a time served in such a dis- 
tinguished pulpit must certainly possess certain qualifications which 
fit him for that task. By reading and studying this volume, they 
may convinee themselves that their conclusion is entirely correct. 

Dr. Schmidt has something to say, and he says it clearly and 
pointedly. His progress from one thought to the other is natural 
und easy, and he is, moreover, ever faithful to his text. The truths 
which he presents are the old Biblical teachings, but, uttered in new 
connections, they frequently strike us with peculiar emphasis. The 
very fact also that these sermons deal with “free texts” recommend 
them to our times and people. We have now a goodly number of 
sermons on the Gospels of the year, but there is still a dearth of good 
printed sermons on other portions of Holy Writ. We were glad to 
note that most of the texts are taken from the four Gospels, and 
that in their selection the author was guided by the Christian churel- 
year. They are model sermons also in this respect, that they are 
sermons for our times. In this connection we would call attention 
to the sermon for the Seventh Sunday after Trinity. The sermon 
deals with the healing of the paralytic at the pool of Bethesda. This 
miracle of healing is treated in such a manner that every Christian 
may learn how these miracles of healing are to be estimated, and 
every helpless, wretched person is encouraged to seek help with that 
greatest of all helpers and healers, the Savior, Jesus. — Another 
virtue of these sermons is this, that their author practises that rare 
art, which is the art of the Bible itself, to speak of many things, 
and yet in all these things to point to, and to preach, Christ cruci- 
fied, the Savior of men. The layman who reads them without ever 
thinking of how they are constructed will there be fed with the bread 
of life, and the pastor who studies them will see and may learn how 
such spiritual food is to be prepared and offered to a Christian con- 
gregation, ‘S. 


>) The question might be considered whether the work of the Board 
of Control for all educational Institutions (Allgemeine Aufsichtsbehoerde) 
should not be taken over by the Board of Directors, which then, In turn, 
inlght be tostructed to elect a committee of three of its members, a_pastor 
and two laymen, to tuke charge of this particular work of the Board, 
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Meine Schuljahre. Von Dr. HB. A.W. Krauss. Flexible cloth-binding. 
Gilt title; 5714. Concordia Publishing Mouse, St. Louis, Mo. 
Price, $1.00, postpaid. 

A book of 112 pages, in which Dr. Krauss qffers some delightful 
and sketchy descriptions of his experiences at different schools. The 
reading is both highly entertaining and instructive. It is, moreover, 
&@ valuable contribution to the social and economic history of the 
nation and people with whom the Doctor spent his youth. Instruc- 
tion is thus conveyed by means of interesting narratives, interspersed 
with brief and illuminating discussions. No doubt, the very name 
of the author will cause many a one to peruse these pages, but the 
matter and manner of the book itself justify every one who can read 
German to become acquainted with the story which Dr. Krauss has 
to tell. 

The description of a Catholic high school, its curriculum and 
its faculty, together with the accounts of certain incidents which 
happened while Dr. Krauss attended the institution, supply the 
reader with valuable information. At the same time, the whole is 
&@ warning to all Protestants never to send their children to such in- 
stitutions. 

We are confident that it is a wise policy for our Publishing House, 
besides publishing technical books, to get out also literature of this 
nature. The reading of these biographical sketches is both refresh- 
ing and thoroughly wholesome. After diligent application to hard 
work, people need recreation. Whoever can furnish them for these 
moments delightful and entertaining reading, by which, moreover, 
instruction and edification are imparted, does them no mean service. 
That is the purpose of this book, and we hope that many will enjoy 
its blithe humor and profit by its sound advice. S. 


“YY? Religion and Boy Scout Morality. An Investigation by 
Th. Graebner. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 
Price, 5 cts.; dozen, 40 cts.; 100, $3.00. 

Two subjects treated in one pamphlet. Here is exact and re- 
liable information on both of these associations and movements. For 
a few cents every one may have these data at hand to be used when 
required. The author deals with the matter without animus and 
without wasting words. Ss. 


The following new compositions have been received: — 


Crown the Feast. Schmuecket das Fest. Pfingstchor. Composition 
for choir, by A. L. Wendt. 5 pages. Price, 20 cts. a copy; 
‘$1.75 the dozen. Published by A. L. Wendt, 420 S. Fourth 
Ave., Wausau, Wis. ° 

Grant Me Peace, O Jesus. Gib mir deinen Frieden. Sacred chorus 
with alto solo. Words by Agnes Bertram; music by Wm. F. 
Bertram. Price, 12 cts.; $1.00 per dozen. Wm. F. Bertram, 
Publisher, Portage, Wis. ‘ 








Misrellaneous. 


Installations. 


Installed under authorization of the respective District 
Presidents: — 


On Septuagesima Sunday: The Rev. D. A. Steffens in St. Mark’s 
Church, West Henrietta, N. Y., by Pastor H. B. Hemmeter. 

On 4th Sunday in Lent: The Rev. A. W. Brauer in the church 
at State Center, lowa, by Pastor H. P. Dahl. | 

On Easter Sunday: The fev. P. 7. Brauer in Trinity Church, 
Billings, Mont., by Pastor H. T. Rauh. 





Pastoral Conferences. 


The Southwestern Conference will hold its spring sessiony D. v., 
May 4 at Mount Calvary Church, St. Louis, Mo. Guests coming will 
please notify Pastor Jesse. Papers are to be read by the following 
pastors: Walz: Public and Private Confession in the Lutheran 
Church; Luecke: Commentary on the Seven Letters of Revelation; 
Buenger: Review of the Lutheran Popular Commentary. 

A. G. Merz, Secy. 

The Yellowstone Valley Conference will meet, D. v., May 5 and 6 
at Lavina, Mont. Kindly notify pastor loci (Rev. W. Leege, Roundup, 
Mont.) as to your intended presence or absence. G. MirerKe, Secy. 


The Topeka Local Conference will meet, D. v., May 14 to 17 in 
the midst of Rev. K. A. Leinberger’s congregation at Vassar, Kans. 
Catechetical discourses will be read on the Third, Fourth, and Fifth 
Commandments, and a doctrinal discussion on Art. 1V of the Formula 
of Concord. Conference sermon: Rey. Theo. Droegemueller (Rev. 
Wm. Meyer). Confessional address: Rev. A. G. Degner (Rev. Fr. 
Droegemuceller). Kindly notify Rev. Leinberger of your intended 
presence or absence. G. H. HitmMer, Secy. 

The Southern Conference of the Northern Illinois District will 
mect, D. v., May 25 to 27 in Lemont, Ill. (Rev. K. IF’. Lohrmann). 
Papers by the Revs. M. H. Mueller, J. H. H. Schulz, P. C. Engelbert, 
J. C. Horsch, J. H. Mueller, R. Piehler. Confessional address: Rev. 
Cc A. Waech (Rev. Tr. Thieme). Sermon: Rev. R. Geffert (Rev 


G. J. F. Koch). The most convenient train on the Chicago and Alton 
leaves Chicago 8.30 a. st. The Chicago and Jolict Interurban leaves 
Archer Limits every hour on the half hour. In making announce- 
ments, before May 15, state whether night-lodging or only meals 
are wanted. W. J. KEMNITZ, Secy. 


The Central Pastoral Conference of the Northern Illinois District 
meets, D.v., May 25 to 27 in Pastor J. T. Mueller’s congregation at 
Ottawa, Ill. Discussions will be led by the Revs. H. Traub, J. Buenger, 
C. Abel, A. Loth. Sermon: Rev. E. A. Bartusch (Rev. Ed. Krause). 
Announcements to be made by May Ist. Kindly mention whether 
you intend to come by auto or by rail, and whether quarters are 
Wished in the city or country. O. H. WEINRICH, Secy. 


~ Delegate Synod. 

1, The time for printing overtures has expired. The President, 
however, desires that remaining proposals, ete., also be sent to the 
Secretary for registration. 

2. The synodical roster is almost complete. Thanks are due to 
the District Secretaries for their cooperation in this respect. All 
changes may from now on be reported to the General Sccretary. 
Credential blanks will be mailed according to this list. 

3. Applications for board and lodging should not be sent to the 
General Seeretary. The Committee on Arrangements at Detroit will 
ask for such applications in due time. Watch the church-papers! 


. Springfield, Ill., April 19, 1920. R. D. BIEDERMANN, Cen. See. 





Announcements for Delegate Synod. 


The sessions of Synod will be held in Bethany Church, cor. Mel- 
drum and’ Pulford Aves., Detroit, Mich. Quarters will be provided 
for delegates and for such only as must come in behalf of Synod. 
Announcements should be made by postal card, using separate card 
for each announcement, each one stating also in which depot he will 
arrive. All announcements must he made by May 22, and addressed to 


Rey. R. Smuxkax, 888 Meldrum Ave., Detroit, Mich. 


- 





Appointments. : 


Pursuant to a resolution of last Synod (Synodical report, p.79), 
the undersigned herewith appoints as Press Committee the Revs. 
i. C. Fackler, Detroit, Mich.; H. Kowert, Chicago, I1].; M. F. Kretz- 
mann, Kendallville, Ind. 

Chicago, I1]., April 12, 1920. F, PFoTENIIAUER, 
General President of Synod. 





To the District Boards of Home Mission. 


According to a resolution passed by Delegate Synod 1917 in- 
structing the General Board of Home Mission to call a meeting of 
representatives of all District Home Mission Boards, on the day 
previous to the opening of the Delegate Synod, with a representative 
of the Church Extension Board of General Synod, the General Board 
of Home Mission herewith requests all District Home Mission Boards 
to elect such representatives for this meeting and send their names 
to the undersigned before June 1. These representatives will then 
be advised as to time and location of the meeting. , 

The topics of discussion will be: 1. The plan ‘of the Mission 
Board of Minnesota in regard to the appointment of General Field 
Secretaries. 2. Extension and uniform system of our mission-work. 
3. Regulation of the salaries of missionaries and the raising of funds 
for the same. 4. Other questions regarding mission-work. All Dis- 
trict Mission Boards are requested to notify the undersigned with 
regard to questions ‘and topics for discussion. 

Pursuant to a resolution of the General Home Mission Board, 


CarL F. Dretz, Sr., Chairman, 
1122 Garfield Ave., Milwaukee, Wis. 





Notices. 


Whoever knows of members of our synodical congregations living 
in Dayton, O., is requested to send their names and addresses at once 
to the undersigned for the purpose of gathering them into a congre- 
gation. Rev. KE. F. HAERTEL, 2130 Cortez St., Chicago, Ill. 

Any one knowing of Lutherans living in the city of Paris, IIl., 
or near by, is urgently requested to send their names and addresses to 

Rey. M. I’. OBERNDORFER, 1808 Richmond Ave., Mattoon, IIl. 

Any one knowing of Lutherans living in or near Emporia, Kans. 
or of students attending the State Normal School, is urgently re- 
quested to send their names and addresses to 

Rev. M. W. Tiemann, Latimer, Kans. 





Result of Election. 
The School Committee of the Western District has duly el 
Ur. Theo. Kuchnert us Supervisor of Schools of the Wi enter latte, 
St. Louis, Mo., April 20, 1920, H. F. Bapg, Seoy, 


on™ 
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Some of Synod’s Treasuries. 


(March 31, 1920.) Deficit. Balance. 
Seg oo GM oo ts *$ 7281.75 
Balding PANG av cxmswes 55 24 ok eeereomes 8 8 RS $ 22698.14 
Butlding:in Concordia os c« censwnimnis sae 12898.99 
Chit, Missiol! cs ausawws ss 2 PewReawN 44M ERE 5201.63 
Churel Extension: Purd.is sas ccxnexensases ec 2852.28 
Dent-mute Mission sawewis sss ec ewewsss'a swans 6626.61 
ISUrOpean MISSIONS) sisi soos vecmnwnnee cans “a 7453.72 
BOreipn MISSION soswawes soc we epanewews aa eee 2763.61 
PiGuntain: Retrent. o.0 «0 cwceanunanewn 4 0 eave 1683.73 
Foreign-tongue Mission ...........0.-eee00- 5.32 
PRES UIBEIONT vecucneconciaracs i uci iolnenncainseinet ae 6-408 2241.68 
Immigrant Mission ccsis ss ssc ewewwewnes 4 6 vis 2006.51 
GREECE! DMLIMEIORS sccomctniigise 9 9 3k 0. vchonemunnvessniagsk’s 0 6H te 6595.16 
Indian Mission Building ............... 7553.87 
South American Mission ............--0e00- 11899.25 
Board of SUPPOEG sas ci i oa caawosmes 6 90 he © 8092.39 


* Dividends from Concordia Publishing House anticipated. Be- 
tween May 1 and October 1 there will be no receipts from this source. 


IX. SEUEL, Gen. Treas. 


Treasurers’ Reports. 
ENGLISH DISTRICT. 


Mission. — St. Andrew’s Church, Detroit, $28.80; Sunday-school, 
35.00; Confirmation Class, 8.00; Men’s Club, 5.00; Junior League, 
2.00. Congregations: Bethany, Chicago, 50.00; Faith, Chicago, 15.00; 
Our Redeemer, Freeport, Ill., 10.30; Augustana, Catawba Co., N.C., 
13.80; St. Stephen’s, Catawba Co., N.C., 4.14; The Redeemer, North 
Tonawanda, 10.00; Trinity, Pittsburgh, 100.00; Trinity, East St. 
Louis, 9.55. Sunday-schools: Pilgrim, St. Louis, 18.06; Grace, 
Elyria, O., 19.53. Ladies’ Missionary Society, Church of Our Savior, 
Cincinnati, 33.03. _Treasurer of Atlantic District, 5.00. — Total, 
$367.21. 

Synodical Treasury. — Congregations: St. Andrew’s, Detroit, 
$22.00; Our Redeemer, Freeport, Ill., 9.80; The Redeemer, North 
Tonawanda, 10.00; Trinity, Pittsburgh, 100.00; Trinity, East St. 
Louis, 7.16. D. M. L., through Rev. R. Koch, Springdale, Ark., 10.00. 
— Total, $158.96. 

Synodical Building Fund. — Sunday-school, St. Andrew’s Church, 
Detroit, $5.30. D. M. L., through Rev. R. Koch, Springdale, Ark., 
10.00. Trinity Church, East St. Louis, 4.78. — 7'otal, $20.08. 

Church Extension Fund. — Congregations: St. Andrew’s, Detroit, 


$4.30; Bethany, Chicago, 10.00; Our Redeemer, Freeport, Ill., 9.10; . 


Trinity, Pittsburgh, 10.00. — Total, $33.40. 

American Lutheran Board for Relief in Europe. — St. Andrew’s 
Church, Detroit, $52.00; Ladies’ Society, 25.00. — Total, $77.00. 

Mission in Brazil.— Sunday-school, St. Andrew’s Church, De- 
troit, $4.00. Church of the Redeemer, North Tonawanda, 2.50. — 
Total, $6.50. 

Board of Support. — Congregations: St. Andrew’s, Detroit, 
$14.75; Bethany, Chicago, 18.00; Our Redeemer, Freeport, Ill., 2.35; 
Trinity, East St. Louis, 3.34. — Total, $38.44. 

Mission in China. — Sunday-school, St. Andrew’s Church, Detroit, 
$2.00; Confirmation Class, 2.00; Junior League, 1.00. Congregations: 
Bethany, Chicago, 10.00; Our Redeemer, Chicago, 29.60; The Re- 
deemer, North Tonawanda, 2.50. D. M. L., through Rev. R. Koch, 
Springdale, Ark., 7.50. — Z'otal, $54.60. 

Deaf-mute Mission. — Sunday-schools: St. Andrew’s, Detroit, 
$3.00; Pilgrim, St. Louis, 10.00. Bethany Church, Chicago, 6.21. — 
Total, $19.21. 

Foreign Misston. — St. Andrew’s Church, Detroit, $2.00; Sunday- 
school, 2.00; Confirmation Class, 3.00. — Total, $7.00. 

Foreign-tongue Mission in U. S. — Bethany Church, Chicago, 

4.42, 
: Mission in Europe.— D. M. L., through Rev. R. Koch, Spring- 
dale, Ark., $5.00. 

General Home AMfission.— Sunday-school, St. Andrew’s Church, 
Detroit, $3.00; Confirmation Class, 5.00; Men’s Club, 5.00. Salem 
Church, Springdale, Ark., 5.77. — Total, $18.77, 

Jewish Mission. — Confirmation Class, St. Andrew’s Church, 
Detroit, $1.00. 

Indian Mission. -—— Sunday-school, St. Andrew’s Church, Detroit, 
$5.00. D.M.L., through Rev. R. Koch, Springdale, Ark., 2.00. Church 
of Our Savior, Perth Amboy, N. J., 7.00. — 7otal, $14.00. 

Indian Mission (Building Fund). — Ladies’ Missionary Society, 
Church of Our Savior, Cincinnati, $22.23. 

Mission in India. — Sunday-school, St. Andrew’s Church, Detroit, 
$5.00; Confirmation Class, 2.00; Junior League, 2.00. D. M. L., 
through Rev. R. Koch, Springdale, Ark., 7.50. — Total, $16.50. 

Ministerial Education Fund. — Confirmation Class, St. Adrew’s 
Church, Detroit, $1.00. Congregations: Bethany, Chicago, 10.00; 
Trinity, Pittsburgh, 15.00. — Total, $26.00. __ 

Negro Mission. — Mrs. F. J. sanghans, Ellicottville, N. Y., $2.00. 
Sunday-school, St. Andrew’s Church, Detroit, 9.00; Confirmation Class, 
3.00. Congregations: Bethany, Chicago, 10.00; Our Savior, Perth 
Amboy, N.J., 10.00; Trinity, Kast St. Louis, 1.43. — Total, $35.43, 
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City Mission in Detroit, Mioh.—Sunday-school, St. Andrew’s 
Church, Detroit, $5.00; Confirmation Class, 1.00; Men’s Club, 5.00. — 
Total, $11.00. 

Lloise Mission, Detroit, Mich. — Sunday-school, St. Andrew’s 
Church, Detroit, $2.00; Confirmation Class, 1.00.— Total, $3.00. 

Cily Mission Social Worker, St. Louis, Afo,— Ladies’ Aid So- 
ciety, Grace Church, St. Louis, $3.00. 

Si papi Home at Des Peres, Mo. — N. N., Grace Church, St. Louis, 
316.00. 

Des Peres Orphan Home Ladies’ Aid Society. — Ladies’ Aid So- 
ciety, Church of Our Redeemer, St. Louis, $42.60. 

Bethlehem Orphan Home at New Orleans, La. — Confirmation 
Classes of Augustana Church, Catawba Co., N.C., $1.15. Congrega- 
tions: St. Stephen’s, Catawba Co., N. C., 8.79; Christ, Hickory, N. C., 
.96.— Total, $10.90. 

Indigent Students. — Trinity Church, East St. Louis, $2.30. 

Sanitarium at Wheat Ridge, Colo.— Junior League, St. Andrew’s 
Chureh, Detroit, $19.75. Young People’s Society, Christ Church, 
Webster Groves, Mo., 23.75. — Total, $43.50. 

GRanD ToTAL: $1,058.14. 

April 19, 1920. CuHas. H. DErte, Treas., 
3935 Greer Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


SOUTHERN DISTRICT. 
(January and February.) 


Home Mission. — Rent of school at Fernandina, Fla., from No- 
vember 1, 1919, to February 28, 1920, $60.00. Envelope collection, 
through P. R. Heisler, 69.90 and 110.65. Congregations: Mobile, 
mission-festival, 59.73; Tampa, 19.40; Gretna, 29.50; Crowley, 5.35. 
H. Schlueterbusch, Citronelle, .54. Mrs. C. L. Becker, Abita Springs, 
5.00. Congregations in New Orleans: St. John’s, 3.75; from N.N., 
5.00; F. R., 4.00; O. M. L., 5.00; W. Siebelitz, .75; Zion, 13.26; from 
Sunday-school, 16.74; St. Paul’s, Ladies’ Missionary Society, 70.00. — 
Total, $478.57. 

Synodical Treasury. — Congregations: Birmingham, $44.55; Mo- 
bile, 61.00; Clinton, 5.00. L. Klingsiek, Vera, Fla., 5.00. Congrega- 
tions in New Orleans: Salem, 8.00; St. Paul’s, 11.50; from Sunday- 
school, 10.00; Zion, 2.50; from G. Jockel, 1.00.— Total, $148.55. 

Foreign Missions. — Congregation at Abita Springs, for India, 
$5.13. Congregation at Mobile, for China, 7.00; Birthday Box of the 
Sunday-school, 8.30. — Total, $20.43. - 

Colored Mission. — St. Paul’s Congregation, New Orleans, $11.50. 
Sunday-school at Mobile, .42. — Total, $11.92. 

Indian Mission, — Sunday-school at Mobile, $ .63. St. Paul’s 
Ladies’ Missionary Society, New Orleans, 5.00. — Total, $5.63. 

Forcign-tongue Missions. — Sunday-school at Birmingham, $3.45. 

Deaf-and-dumb Mission. — Sunday-schools: Birmingham, $3.75; 
Mobile, .15. — Total, $3.90. 

Brazil Mission. — Sunday-school at Mobile, .25. 

City Mission. — Congregations in New Orleans: St. John’s, $2.75; 
Zion, 2.00; St. Paul’s, 12.00; from Ladies’ Missionary Society, 5.00; 
First English, 2.00; from Sunday-school, 2.00. — Total, $25.75. 

Synodical Building Fund. — Congregation at Birmingham, $5.20. 
Miss F. Bauer, Citronelle, .13.— Total, $5.33. 

European Itclicf. — Ladies’ Aid at Tampa, $13.00. St. John’s 
Ladies’ Aid, New Orleans, 32.38; from N. N., 10.00; N. N., 6.00. 
From J. Glamann, St. Paul’s, New Orleans, 5.00. — Total, $65.38. 

Church Extension Fund.— From the sale of church property 
at Hanceville, Ala., $250.00. (For the time being, in this fund until 
Synod decides otherwise.) 

Institute for Feeble-minded and Epileptics. —Sunday-school at 
Mobile, $ .28. 

Sanitarium at Wheat Ridge, Colo.— Young People’s Society at 
Cullman, $25.00. Sunday-school at Mobile, .64.— Total, $25.54. 

Bethlehem Orphan Home. — Congregation at Clinton, $4.00. Sun- 
day-school at Mobile, .74. J. Kaske, Killen, Ala., 1.00.— Total, $5.74. 

Concordia College. — Rent, February and March, $70.00. 

Support Fund. — Congregations in New Orleans: St. John’s, 
$60.51; First English, 4.00.— Total, $64.51. 

Indigent Students. — Pastoral Conference, $5.30. Congregations 
in New Orleans: St. Paul’s, 12.95; from Sunday-school, 12.00; from 
Ladies’ Aid, 6.00; from Ladies’ Missionary Society, 15.00; First 
English, 6.00; from Bible Class, 6.00; from Sunday-school, 4.00: 
Zion, 6.22; from Sunday-school, 3.00; H. H. C., 3.00; from Ladies’ 
Aid, 3.00; St. John’s, from Ladies’ Aid, 4.00. J. Kaske, Killen, Ala., 
2.00. — T'otal, $88.47. 

Indigent Students of Gulf State Conference. — L. Klingsiek, Vera, 
Fla., $2.00. GRAND ToTAL: $1,275.70. 


New Orleans, La., March 15, 1920. A. C. REIsia, Treas., 


315 S. Jefferson Davis Parkway. 


CENTRAL DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Central District during March, 
1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $1,329.90; Synodical Building Fund, 310.74; 
Missions, 1,003.72; Miscellaneous, 3,478.44. — Total, $6,122.80. 

P. E. Wouy, Treaa. 
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Lutheran Laymen’s League $3,000,000.00 
Endowment Fund. 


Wateh it grow. 





April 17, 1920: $2,007,236.70, 





$3,000,000.00 
— 2,800,000.00 
— 2,600,000.00 
— 2,400,000.00 
— 2,200,000.00 
April 17, 1920 —|,|— 2,000,000.00 
Nov. 11, 1919 —/]}— 1,800,000.00 
Aug. 6, 1919 —_— 


June 13,1919 — 


— 1,600,000.00 é 
— 1,400,000.00 


May 18, 1919 1,200,000.00 
May 7, 1919 1,000,000.00 
April 29, 1919 800,000.00 
April 21, 1919 600,000.00 
April 15, 1919 400,000.00 
April 8, 1919 200,000.00 
' March 80, 1919 9.00 


Send all contributions to Mr. Fred C. Pritalaff, 730 First Wis- 
consin National Bank Bldg., Milwaukee, Wis. ‘ 
=—&_—€—<—&—=£=_=_="==<_VaR=_=_—:_ 

CENTRAL ILLINOIS DISTRICT. 

Received at the Treasury of the Central Illinois District during 
Mareh, 1920; — ‘ties 

Synodieal Treasury. $118.57; Synodical Building Fund, 218.09; 
Missions, 73.50; Miscellaneous, $90.79, — Total, $1,300.95. 

ies C. Brck,:T'reas. 
EASTERN DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Kastern District during Mareh, 


~ = 


Svnodieal ‘Treasury, $602.64; Synodical Building Fund, 69.76: 
Missions, 1,159.24; Miscellaneous, 1,054.18. — T'otal, $2,885.92. . 
. J. P. Scuarver, Treas, 


MICHIGAN DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Michigan Distriet during March, | 
1920; — 

Synodical Treasury, $650.74; Synodical Building Fund, 145.83; 
Missions. 1,376.15; Miscellaneous, 2,209.28. — Total, $4,382.00, 
G. WENDT, Treas. 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Northern Illinois District during 
Mareh, 1920: $6,151.25. R. Dems, Fin. Secy. 


° 





Reeeived through Edw. A. Spilman, Baltimore, Md., from N.N.:° 
For Féreign-tongue Mission, Eastern District Relief Fund, Board of 
Support, and German Free Chureh, $250.00 each; New Building in 
Wheat Ridge, 200.00; Institute for Feeble-minded and Ipilepties in 
Watertown, 100.00; Immigrant Mission, Indigent Students at St. 
Louis, Indian Mission, and Church Extension Fund, 50.00 each; Mis- 
sion among the Jews and Deaf-mute Mission, 100.00 each; Synodical 
Treasury and Synodieal Building Fund, 838.58 each; Home Mission, 
Eastern District Home Mission, I*oreign Mission, South American 
Mission, and Negro Mission, 838.57 each. — Total, $7,570.01, 

Received from the John Ehrlinger Estate. Pittsburgh, Pa.,, through 
J.P. Schaffer, Treas., for Home Mission, $1,000.00; for Foreign Mis- 
sion, 500.00. I. SEuEL, Gen. Treas. 
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The L. LE. L. gratefully acknowledges the receipt of a con- 
tribution of $10 for our Permanent Endowment Fund from 
an unknown donor in New York City, who requests, on a slip 
accompanying the contribution, to have it acknowledged in the 
also $5.10 from “A Lady Friend” of Kan- 
Trev C. Prirzvarr, L. L. L. Treasurer, 

730 First Wisconsin National Bank Bldg., 

Milwaukee, Wis. 
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Important Notice. 


Kindly consult the address printed on this copy of your Witness. 
The bottom line of the address shows when your subscription expires. 
(lor instance, “Dec 20” signifies that your subscription expires with 
the last number in December, 1920.) If it expires soon, please send 
your dollar (25 ets. additional in St: Louis, Canada, and foreign coun- 
tries) to your agent or to us in imple time to insure our uninterrupted 
service, It requires normally about two weeks before change of ¢x- 
piration date will show on address plates. 

Be sure to mention the paper you desire, and your name and ad- 
dress, both new and old, if you desire a change in address. No paper 
ean be mailed by us unless pail in advanee, and if your renewal is 
not received before expiration, your name will automatically drop 
from our mailing-list. CoNncorDIA .PUBLISIIING Hovsk, 

St. Louis, Mo. 


———————SS 
Change of Addresses. 


Rev. A. A, Brauer, Schaller, Iowa, F 
Rev. P. Th. Brauer, 519 N. 30th St., Billings. Mont. . 
Rey. H. Camin, 504 Virginia St., Farmville, Va. 

Rev. H. W. Degner, Gresham, Nebr. 
Rev. H. Gihring, lév. Lutheran Mission, Shilinanfu, Hupeh, China, 
Rev. J. H. Gockel, 405 S. Park St., Casper, Wyo. 

Rey. C. Gundermann, ¢ o. Rey. I. Mueller, Avenida Rio de Ja- 
neiro 51, Porto Alegre, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil, S. America. 
Rev. £. Herzberg, R. 3, Oconomowoc, Wis. 
Rey. S. Hofmann, R. 3, lelberfeld, Ind. 

tev. P. Jank, Porter, Minn. 


Rev. E.G. Juengel, 1729 Fourth Ave. S., Fort Dodge, Iowa. 


Rev. Th. E. Kissling, Box 522, Shawano. Wis. 

Rev. A. Krug, Glendora, Mich. 

Rev. P, Lindemann, 630 Carroll Ave, St. Paul, Minn. 
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“Even as He Calls, Gathers, Enlightens, and Sanctifies 
the Whole Christian Church on Earth, and Keeps It 
with Jesus Christ in the One True Faith.” 


Words of Luther for Our Own Day. Translated for the 
“Lutheran Witness” by the Rev. Prof. Th. Engelder, 
Springfield, Il. 


LUKE 28, 42. 43. 


While all the world finds the matter of Christ’s igno- 
minious death offensive in the highest degree, stumbling and 
falling over it, the malefactor goes straight ahead, and, of 
a strong faith, does not hesitate to call Christ, hanging there 
beside him on the cross, Lord and King. Who ever heard 
of such a thing? He gives the lie to all the world, pays no 
atteution to what the rest may think and say, and calls upon 
Him as the Eternal King. To the rest Christ is a criminal 
and a fool, but the malefactor calls Him Lord, speaks of His 
kingdom, and entreats Him to receive him into it. Now 
he knew full well that neither of them could live till evening. 
So he is sure that Christ is the Lord of another, an eternal 
life. You will agree that this was strong faith, exquisite 
faith, and a glorious confession, seeing that all the world, 
disappointed in Him, turns its back upon Him. 

In this manner the Christian Church is kept up; it is 
God’s work. When all’the world falls away, Jews and Gen- 
tiles crucify and blaspheme Christ, and the disciples forsake 
Him, He calls this evil-doer. In the same manner He keeps 
up the Church to-day. Let them all desert Christ, emperor, 


kings, pope, bishops, earth’s mightiest and most learned men, © 


God is bound to have a little flock, which, filled with His 
Spirit, shall confess Him before the world. This story ex- 
emplifies the truth, and assures the Church, that God will 
not suffer faith and the confession of Christ to perish from 
the earth. If the disciples, together with the members of 
_Christ’s own family, will not believe and confess, but deny 
Him from fear and take themselves off, then a felon and 
murderer must step forth, confess Christ, preach Him, and 
teach men to know Him and trust in Him. Tor the Lord, 
our God, will not suffer Christ to be without a people that 
confesses Him, even if it must be a robber on the gallows 
or a murderer on the wheel. | 

This story, therefore, is full of comfort. It tells us what 
sort of people belong to Christ and His kingdom and are 


made recipients of His grace: such as are sinners, confess 
their sins, and earnestly beg for grace, — they shall find grace 
and forgiveness. Christ’s prayer had just indicated, and His 
act now proves, what He is here for: to forgive the sins of 
those who know them and by faith desire forgiveness. No 
sooner docs this malefactor confess his guilt and call upon 
Christ than he is heard — the first-fruit of the Lord’s prayer 
on the cross. 


Why does Christ not first of all bring in Peter or some 
other saint? Why will He pick upon this wretch, this mur- 
derer, and have him for the first-fruit of His prayer, saving 
him by His wounds and blood from eternal death and taking 
him to heaven? Here is the answer: He desired to make 
it very plain that His kingdom does not take in saints, but 
sinners. We woud comfort all sinners and have them firmly 
and unwaveringly believe that Christ did not die for the just, 
but for the unjust, the sinners, as He Himself says, Matt. 
9,13: “I am come to call the sinners to repentance, and not 
the righteous.” So if a man at his death shall claim entrance 
into heaven as a holy man and sinless being, he will find him- 
helf in that heaven which is illuminated with flames of fire 
and inhabited by the devils. For he who will not be a sinner 
has absolutely no need of the Lord Jesus and His suffering; 
for Christ did not die for His own, but for the sinners’ sake. 

So Christ is here exemplifying and proving with a con- 
crete case what the aim and gain of His suffering was: He 
makes of the murderer on the gallows a saint, one who for- 
sakes his sin and lives in eternal holiness. For when Christ 
died for the sinners, He did not procure them the license to 
go on sinning, but He delivered them from sin in order to 
turn them from sin to holiness. The case of the malefactor 
proves this. Christ makes a saint of him for all times (for 
he does not remain a malefactor and murderer, but is con- 
verted), for his hanging and dying on the gallows — which, 
as he confesses, was a well-deserved punishment — is turned 
into an act of divine service; he is no longer suffering as 
a murderer, but as a Christian and a true saint. For he is 
dying in the confession and faith of Christ, sincerely repents 
of his sins, and is resolved, if God should grant him a longer 
life upon earth, no longer to live in sin. Through this faith 
he obtains the glad judgment which pronounces him not only 
free from sin, but also eternally blessed and an. heir of para- 
dise. (XIII, 1818—1821.) 
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Money-Mad. 


I. 


When the armistice was declared, Mr. Gibbs cabled from 
Brussels a letter describing the extravagant revels to which 
the capital of Belgium surrendered itself. For several days 
and nights without intermission scenes of debauchery were 
enacted on the public streets which the correspondent only 
dared to hint at. Similar reports filtered through from 
French points, also from Berlin and other German cities. 
A kind of insanity seemed to have seized the European 
countries. From the sufferings of five dreadful years there 
was a sudden rebound into a lawless indulgence in pleasure 
and a reckless desire to forget the horrors of war in a turmoil 
of passion and gluttonous enjoyment of life. 

Now, a year and a half later, the complexion of life both 
here and abroad is even more sinister. ‘The first delirium of 
fleshly lusts is past, but its place has been taken by a fever of 
covetousness, a hunger for possession, and a desire to trans- 
mute all possession as fast as possible into those temporal 
goods which minister to the enjoyment of life. Mammon is 
the one king who has come out victor in the war. 

That great fortunes have been piled up during the years 
of war in all countries is well known. Such has been the 
story of all wars in the past. The Rothschilds laid the foun- 
dation for their colossal wealth when a member of the firm, 
by hired coach, brought the news of Waterloo to London and 
bought up government bonds in the day which passed until 
England knew of the victory. But the wealth which over- 
night made Rothschild the financial monarch of his day was 
a puny amount compared with the fortunes which individual 
contractors and the brokers in money have amassed during 
the late war in this and all other countries. Since the peace 
treaty, in the terms of which these brokers were vitally in- 
terested, was signed, matters have by no means mended. 
Through manipulation of the sources of supply all com- 
modities of life have risen to unheard-of heights in price. It 
is true that a rise in prices was unavoidable, due to the de- 
preciation of money. Even in our country, with a debt of 
some twenty billion dollars, higher prices for commoditics 
were to be expected for a long time, possibly during the life- 
time of the present generation. But granting this, it is 
evident that the public has been gouged out of untold mil- 
lions through the adroit management of commercial ad- 
vauiages and through combinations which have no other pur- 
pose than to squeeze out of the consumer every dollar that can 
be obtained. Lumber has increased 250 per cent. in one year. 
Print-paper is almost unobtainable. ‘There is adulteration of 
foodstuffs practised on an enormous scale, and the all but 
worthless product sold at famine prices. Spite all laws de- 
signed to safeguard the public, the most necessary foodstuffs 
are controlled by rapacious monopolists, and the big dealers 
hoard great quantities in order further to advance the price. 
The same holds good of leather, cotton-goods, and all metal 
products. 

The retailer has caught the fever long ago. During 
the winter two St. Louis dealers admitted selling sugar at 
171% cents which they had bought for 9 cents. In New York 
two merchants were found to have sold at 2214 cents sugar 
purchased at 10 cents. We might fill fhe rest of this paper 
with similar instances. Clothing, shoes, furniture, and hard- 
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ware have followed the lead of foodstuffs. The reader has 
paid the price; he knows. A little shoestore in Iowa, accord- 
ing to income-tax return of the owner, showed a clear profit 
of $75,000 for 1919. ‘That used to be considered excellent 
returns on an invested capital of one million dollars. The 
rule is, “Ask all that the trade can stand.” And the lust 
of spending is so great that $12 shocs will actually draw 
nore custom than the $7 grade! 

As in all other countries, so in our own, the laborer re- 
ceived high wages during the war. The government would 
take over a saddlery, and at once raise the $5 man to $12, 
the $8 man to $20. And so in every trade and occupation 
regarded as “essential.” Naturally, the “non-essential” had 
to follow in order to hold their men. ‘This was the inocula- 
tion. Now a raging fever of covetousness has poisoned the 
hosts of labor. Contracts and agreements are broken, and 
the employer is driven to distraction through the continual 
demands of his men for more, more, more, still more, and 
then yet some more, without end. Wherever we look, we see, 
in the ranks of labor, a determination to restrict production 
and to demand wages which, to the ordinary man, even with 
present prices, seem most unreasonable, and which are cer- 
tainly ruinous to the nation’s economic life. 

The owners of real estate have not failed to avail them- 
selves of conditions. Proprietors of flats and apartments have 
doubled, in some localities trebled, the rent. And because the 
high cost of building is almost prohibitive, they know that 
they can get what they want. Between the rent-hog, the food- 
profiteer, the grasping mechanic, and the hold-up man, the 
city-dweller is in dire straits. 

A wave of crime against property such as this country 
has never seen, is sweeping over our land. Scores of business 
firms have been brought to the verge of bankruptcy through 
the dishonesty of trusted employees. Down in Poplar Bluff, 


Mo., one man ruined a concern through his defalcations, and © 


when apprehended, confessed to owning thousands of dollars’ 
worth of wearing-apparel, all of the choicest quality. In 
Chicago a man steals $25,000 from his firm, and a search 
discloses that he had 50 silk shirts, nine suits of clothing, 
eleven pairs of shoes, and seven overcoats. That same day 
the papers reported a theft of $38,000 in bonds; a bank is 
closed when a shortage of $200,000 is discovered; a meat 
company clerk disappears with $8,623; and $100,000 worth 
of whisky is stolen from a warehouse. On the following day 
a Loan Association is reported wrecked through the embezzle- 
ment of $90,000 by its treasurer, a quantity of platinum 
worth $75,000 is stolen in New York, and an [Illinois city 
marshal is arrested for robbery. Tour big lottery companies 
are operating throughout the country. Oil operators and 
brokers are reaping a harvest of many millions on the strength 
of “prospects,” and the professional class of criminals has 
grown so bold that an automatic pistol has become almost as 
common a part of the office fixtures as an addressograph or 
an adding-machine. Within the city limits of St. Louis two 
banks were held up within one week. Scores of safety deposit 
vaults have been robbed in the Central States alone. By legal 
means or by illegal, by tricks and by violence, each man is 
seeking to obtain wealth, to be wasted in an orgy of spending. 

What, in view of all this unbridled lust for gain and 
almost universal money-madness, shall the mind and attitude 
of a Christian be at the present time? G. 
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What is the Fate of the Wicked after Death? 


I. 

Very different indeed are the answers given to the above 
very important question in our day by those who lay claim 
to the name “Christian.” ) 

First, there are those who wholly deny the existence 
of hell and punishment after death. ‘They teach that sin 
receives its full punishment in this world. Their theory 
is known as Universalism. Secondly, there are those who, 
with the charlatan and religious impostor “Pastor” Russell, 
deny the existence of hell as a state or condition of torment, 
and teach a total annihilation for those who, at the second 
opportunity after their resurrection, — at least one-hundred 
years is given them,—refuse to repent. This theory is 
known as Annihilationism or Conditional Immortality, and 
of all heretical theories is the most fascinating, the most 
prevalent, and the most dangerous. Thirdly, there are those 
who limit the duration of hell punishment and teach a final 
salvation for all — Restorationism. Fourthly, there are those 
who hold no definite opinion, and who, like an educated man 
we interviewed on the subject, dismiss the question because 
the thought of hell makes them feel uncomfortable. But it 
is surely evident that such an attitude is as foolish as the 
action of the ostrich, which thinks to have escaped impending 
danger by merely sticking its head into the sand. And, 
lastly, there are those who, in spite of the flesh-satisfying 
opinions and the subtle Satanic perversions of Holy Writ 
taught and propagated by fanatics, faithfully and steadfastly 
hold the Scriptural truth of hell and eternal torment. 


Foremost among the modern fanatical impugners of the 
orthodox doctrine are the Russellites, Adventists, and Chris- 
tadelphians. Orthodox Christians who read their literature 
note with dismay how. these fanatics, when combating the 
Scriptural truth of hell and eternal torment, do not hesitate 
to indulge in a levity for which Satanic blasphemy is cer- 
tainly too mild an expression. A detailed presentation of 
their arguments would, of course, lead us too far. But in 
view of the fact that no-hell literature is being spread broad- 
cast with a zeal that is worthy of a better cause, and because 
it is true what Ruskin says, in his Stones of Venice, that 
the denial of hell is the “most dangerous, because the most 
attractive, form of modern infidelity,” we have taken it 
upon ourselves to counteract in a measure this one of Satan’s 
last desperate onslaughts, and to furnish our readers with 
convincing proof for the Scripturalness of the hell-and- 
eternal-torment doctrine. Only where we deem it necessary 
shall we cite and refute the opinions of the gainsayers. 


Taking first the Old Testament, we find that the Hebrew 
word translated “hell” is sheol. This word occurs 65 times 
and is translated “hell” 31 times, “grave” 31 times, and 
“pit? 3 times. (In all but four passages Luther in the 
German Bible has translated “Hoelle.’’) 

Now, a careful study of the context in which sheol is 
found clearly shows that the word is used in various mean- 
ings. An obvious meaningvis grave, realm of all the departed 
(Gen. 37, 35; Job 7, 9, etc.). “To save their heresy, im- 
pugners of the orthodox doctrine, with an audacity that craves 
its equal, assert that the above is its only meaning, that it 
never means more than grave or realm of the departed, and 
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by a forced interpretation of all other sheol texts give the 
word always this meaning. But every student of Scripture 
knows that thus arbitrarily to fix and limit the meaning of 
Hebrew and Greek words, used variously, on the basis of 
a few isolated instances, very often leads to error, contradic- 
tion, and hopeless confusion. ‘The only safe procedure in 
such cases is to consider carefully the context in which the 
word under discussion is found. Especially is this true of 
the word sheol, regarding the derivation of which philological 
research has yielded nothing satisfactory or definite. 

1. “It is plain from these passages (Gen. 37,35; Job 
7,9; 14,13; 17, 13.16, etc.) that Scripture recognizes and 
describes a state of death, a state of the departed, and that 
occasionally it employs the term sheol to designate this 
BIAIGy « s . 

“In a general way, then, any person’s entering the realm 
of death may be called his descent ‘into sheol, namely, in 
so far as he dies, passes from the land of the living, his 
fate beyond not being specially taken into account. In this 
sense going down to sheol is predicated of holy men, or 
of all men. The holy writers in such passages refer to what 
appears to human eyes. And it accords with such a view 
of sheol to represent it as a state in which there is ‘no 
work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom’ (Eccl. 9, 10).” 
(Theol. Quart., Vol. 10, p. 30 f.) 

2. From 1 Sam. 2,6; 2 Sam. 22,6 it is clear that sheol 
is used to denote depth of affliction, great tribulation, and 
sorrow. ‘That we here have to do with a figurative use of 
the word cannot be doubted. 

3. “Sheol occurs in four places as a designation of 
locality, distinct from earth and in contrast with heaven” 
(Job 11,7.8; Ps. 139,8; Prov. 15,24; Amos9,2). (Theol. 
Quart., Vol. 10, p. 27.) 

4. “In 21 places sheol is described as a place beneath, 
very far beneath, the earth, and those who go to sheol go 
downward.” (Theol. Quart., Vol. 10, p. 27.) 

5. And now, dear reader, read carefully for yourself 
Num. 16, 30; Deut. 32, 22; Job 24,19; Ps. 9,17; Prov. 5, 
5; 7,27; 23,138.14; Is.5,11—14, and other texts. If, as 
our opponents assert, sheol never means more than grave 
or realm of the departed, good and bad, do not, then, these 
last-mentioned texts become entirely unintelligible and mean- 
ingless? Why threaten the wicked with that which is the lot 
of all men? Will, for instance, beating a child deliver his 
soul from the grave? (Prov. 23,13.14.) The thought is 
absurd. (It is interesting indeed to learn that “Pastor” 
Russell, whose opposition to the orthodox doctrine knew no 
bounds, in a note to this passage admits that by beating 
a child it may “possibly be saved from the Second Death!’’) 
Do not these texts call to mind just that which we are 
accustomed to call hell, the state and condition of the 
damned? Besides, the thought that good and bad are in 
the same place after death is no less repugnant to reason 
than it is opposed to Scripture. Two more facts should be 
carefully noted: in not one passage of the Old Testament is 
there the slightest indication that the inhabitants of sheol 
are enjoying bliss and comfort, the portion of saints in 
heaven; the distinction made between hell and grave in 
Ps. 16,10.— But we pass to the clearer teaching of the 
New Testament. — The Australian Lutheran. 
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Editorial. 


Our Daily Pentecost. 


We have often heard and read expressions of ardent wishes 
and prayers for another such an outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
as the apostles experienced on that first Pentecost Day. We 
have read such lamentations as these: “Oh, that we might have 
the experience which the apostles and the disciples had on that 
first Pentecost Day in Jerusalem!” and: “The Church needs 
another Pentecost, another baptism with the Holy Ghost.” And 
joined to such lamentation and wishing, there is often added 
that other desire for the gifts of miracles, of healing, of 
tongues, etc., of which we read in the history of the early 
Church. 


Those who pine for these extraordinary things are in need 
of the same rebuke which Jesus administered at one time to 
the mother of Zebedee’s children: “Ye know not what ye ask.” 
They need to take to heart what at another time the Savior 
said to His disciples, Luke 10,20: “In this rejoice not, that 
the spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice because 
your names are written in heaven.” Indeed,- we all need to 
meditate upon that text. 





Let us examine ourselves. Are we thankful that the gra- 
cious God has delivered us from the powers of darkness and has 
adopted us into the household of God as dear children? Are 
we sufficiently thankful that God has given us His precious 
and powerful Word, together with the holy Sacraments, by 
which we are spiritually fed, supported, and healed, and by 
which we also have abundant opportunity to enlighten others, 
to strengthen them, and to bestow upon them the forgiveness 
of their sins, peace with God, and everlasting life? Do we 
properly appreciate and estimate what God has thus done for 
us, and what He is still thus doing for us? Do we gratefully 
live:'the simple Christian life, and are we humbly ready to serve 
God and our neighbor in whatever service, however lowly, to 
which God calls us? 


Are not these lamentations over the lack of great results 
in most cases merely the expressions of dissatisfied pride which 
seeks prominence and the uppermost seats? The devil is an 
exceedingly artful trickster. He has caused many a one who 
set out:to work for the Lord Jesus Christ to become a mere 
self-seeker. St. Paul in his day complained sadly: “All seek 
their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ’s.” Remember 
that even the apostles, including St. Peter, were in danger of 
this very thing, wherefore Jesus had to warn thém to beware 
of self-seeking. 


Certainly we ought to be thankful that God gave to the 
early Church the abundant gifts of His Holy Ghost. We 
ought to thank and praise God that He inspired the apostles 
to write His holy Word, so. that to-day we have all that God 
wishes us to know of Himself and of our future life, and all 
His rich promises of: blessing, benediction, and gifts that are 
to be ours for all eternity. Let us not forget what great things 
God has done for us also through that first Pentecost. Indeed, 
one purpose of our Pentecost festival is to call to mind and 
to thank God for the rich gifts of that first Christian Pentecost 
Day at Jerusalem. But let us not complain as if God to-day 
were not doing sufficiently for us. Have we not God’s Word? 
Have we not the holy Sacraments? And is God not ready 
through these to bestow the greatest of all gifts upon us: 
faith and love and hope? And does He not daily and richly 
offer us these gifts? Have we not sat at His feet and recéived 
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blessing upon blessing from His utterance and from His truth ? 
In our homes and in our churches, where God’s Word is read 
and proclaimed, and where the Sacraments are administered, 
there is our continued modern Pentecost, there the Holy Spirit 
regenerates the children who are baptized, and calls, gathers, 
enlightens, and sanctifies us, and all who hear and accept the 
Word. Think of the hundreds of thousands everywhere who 
are assembled at the time of divine service in the churches and 
are receiving the outpouring of God’s Holy Spirit through 
God’s blessed Word. 

Christians, it is true, are praying: “Hallowed be Thy name, 
Thy kingdom come.” And in these prayers they ask God to 
give them His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace they may 
believe His holy Word and lead a godly life. Everywhere in 
our churches our Christians sing: — 

O Holy Spirit, enter in, 
And in our hearts Thy work begin. 


And: 
Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord, 


Be all Thy graces now outpoured 
On each believer’s mind and heart. 


But we are not frantically and fanatically complaining that 
God is not pouring out His Holy Spirit; we are praising Him 
because He is pouring out His Holy Spirit upon us, and we are 
praying Him to continue this pouring out of His Holy Spirit. 
And, praised be God, the gifts of the Spirit are being bestowed 
upon us continually and abundantly. Let us but receive them 
gratefully, let us employ them patiently, humbly, earnestly, 
each in his life and place. 

Aye, indeed, we have a daily modern Pentecost, and the 
very best of all God’s spiritual gifts — faith in the redeeming 
work of Jesus Christ, love towards God and towards our neigh- 
bor, hope and courage in the trials of this present life — are 
“daily and richly” bestowed upon us. We have been made ex- 
eeedingly rich through this outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
We have every reason to sing hallelujah upon hallelujah because 
of this daily Pentecost of the present time. When we think 
of our many fellow-Christians, each-of us may say with 
St. Paul: “I thank my God always on your behalf for the 
graco of God which is given you by Jesus Christ, that in 
everything ye are enriched by Him, in all utterance, and in 
all knowledge, even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed 
in you, so that we come behind in no gift, waiting for the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; who shall also confirm you 
unto the end that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 1 Cor. 1, 4—8. : 

Let us daily deal with God’s Word, and hear and read 
its instruction, admonition, comfort, and warning, so that we 
may receive a large measure of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
We are not in need of new “signs and wonders,” nor do we 
need any new revelation. We need to use and to learn to use 
better and better the revelation which has been given to us, 
and we need those gifts which God is so willing to bestow 
upon us to-day, and of which He would bestow more and more 
upon us —a fearless and cheerful confidence in Him and His 
precious Word and a fervent love and charity among ourselves. 


Thou holy Light, Guide divine, 

O cause the Word of life to shine; 

Teach us to know our God aright, 

And call Him Father with delight; 

From error, Lord, our souls defend 

That they on Christ alone attend, 

In Him with living faith abiding, 

In Him with all their might confiding. 
Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
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“whether inside the church or without,” to support a financial 


A Protestant Mystery of Iniquity. —An article con- 
tributed by Dr. Pieper to the current issue of Letra und Wehre 
summarizes the Interchurch World Movement as “a movement 
against the Church of Christ,” a “Protestant mystery of 
iniquity.” (Cf. 2 Thess. 2,7.) “An iniquity, since it makes 
Christianity a religion for this present world only. And a mys- 
tery, inasmuch as its iniquity is glozed over with spiritually 
sounding phrases.” 

The bulletins and advertisements of the movement attest 
the correctness of this characterization. Rarely, outside the 
Church of Antichrist, has such deep and artful deception been 
practised upon Christians as in this movement. Never has 
Protestantism been so powerfully tempted to a complete and 
final apostasy. 

The leaders of the movement are, in a set of resolutions 
reprinted in the Bulletin, called “inspired by, Almighty God.” 
The movement ‘is called a “mighty outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit.” “God is on the move—we must go with Him or 
go under.” When the issue confronted the Presbyterian conven- 
tion at St. Louis, Mr. Speer warned the assembly against re- 
sisting the Holy Ghost. “The real object of the I. W. M.,” says 
one of the leaders, Bishop Henderson, “is to make disciples of 
Christ.” The Church must go on to victory, both in America 
and in heathen lands, and “there is enough power stored up in 
American churches to bring in the kingdom of God every- 
where,” ete., ad infinitum. 

And this movement, “inspired by Almighty God,” “the 
greatest movement since Pentecost” for the winning of dis- 
ciples for Christ, is based upon the assumption that it matters 
not greatly what a man believes; so long as he accepts the 
Fatherhood of God and secks to promote the brotherhood of 
man, he is welcome as our fellow-laborer to help bring in the 
Kingdom. Whether he believes that Jesus is true God and 
man, that by His blood a redemption was wrought for the race 
of man, that through repentance and by faith in Him we 
enter into His Kingdom, that on the Last Day the world will 
be judged in righteousness, — whether one believes all this, or 
denies all this, does not matter; not faith, but character alone, 
is of importance; such is the basis of cooperation on which all 
Churches are asked to unite for work. Our entire body of 
Christian doctrine is scrapped as so much waste. The Church 
of the future, described by Mr. Rockefeller a few years ago, 
tho Church which has no articles of faith, is now to be estab- 
lished by the friendly cooperation of Protestantism and Wall 
Street. . 

The appeal is to the flesh. “Put a church in a town, and 
all real estate values increase,” says one of the advertisements. 
Where churches are, “personal and property rights are re- 
spected.” Millions of Americans cannot even speak the English 
language: “Who can carry forward the vast work of American- 
ization if the Church does not?” The heathen must be Chris- 
tianized, for “influenza came from the Orient, nearly all plagues 
are Oriental plagues. So long as one-third of the babies of 
India die before their second year, our own babies are not safe.” 
Therefore, “when your church calls you, give,” ete. 

Here is an advertisement, bearing at the head a picture 
showing Jesus in the carpenter-shop, planing a board. The 
appeal is to labor. It is said that Jesus could not forget His 
carpenter years, and to the men who “labor with their hands” 
He “spoke a phrase that flamed with power: ‘You are sons 
of God, he told them.” The Gospels record no such saying i 
our Lord. Neither do they suggest that He treated the laborin 
men as if He felt Himself drawn to them, more than to other 
men, because of His “carpenter years.” ‘The advertisement is 
skilfully worded, so as to appeal, on the one hand, to the 
laborer, whom Christ called a son of God, and also to capital, 
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drive which secks to realize in industry the “program of the 
Master,” the Golden Rule. 

Jesus, in this entire program, is merely a teacher of 
ethics; His mission was to “help people work together in 
mutual respect.” Not once in all this voluminous propaganda 
is He referred to as the Lamb of God which bears the sin of 
the world; not once is His mission interpreted as a redemptive 


one; not once is the call to repentance sounded. The appeal 


is consistently such as will not offend the skeptic, the worldling, 
the self-righteous. The movement is not “inspired by Almighty 
God.” It is a Protestant Mystery of Iniquity. G. 

Shall the Church Take Orders from the World? — 
Those in charge of the Interchurch World Movement have 
published the following: “The world cannot wait for the 
Church to settle all its difficulties of an intellectual and 
ecclesiastical nature; the world demands the simple Gospel of 
helpfulness in the name of Christ.” 

From this brief paragraph every one who will may see 
that this whole movement is conceived and born in sin. 
Although these people often call Jesus Lord, yet they do not 
ask: “What does the Lord Jesus command His Church to do?” 
Their question is: “What does the world demand?” Things 
have come to a sad pass when Peter and Paul are to ask the 
citizens of Jerusalem and of Ephesus what they desire or 
demand. In almost everything that the leaders in this Inter- 
church World Movement do and say there crops out this spirit 
of deference, not to the commands of the Lord, but to the 
wishes of the Lord’s enemies. What of it if Jesus did com- 
mand us to preach the Word and to be instant in season and 


out of season? What of it if He did commission His Church 


to preach repentance and faith to all nations? These Inter- 
church World Movement leaders tell us the world cannot wait 
for that. They impatiently wave all these commands and ad- 
monitions aside. What does the world, — this wicked, corrupt, 
foolish, ignorant world, — what does it demand of the Church? 
That is the question with these people. The whole movement 
is a rebellion against the very Lord and Master, Jesus Christ. 

How differently Christ and the disciples and the prophets 
labored for God and for God’s kingdom upon earth! Did Christ 
ask what the Pharisees wanted of Him, or what the Jews wanted 
of Him? Christ paid no attention to the political conditions 
or ideas or schemes of the people among whom He dwelt. He 
again and again reminded all that the “Father had sent Him,” 
and that He had come to do God’s will and to finish His work. 
He did not become bewildered because His doctrines and His 
works were not accepted by the leaders of the people nor by 


the people themselves. Jesus never forgot that all His opponents | 


were “blind leaders of the blind.” He never forgot that He 


was on this earth to do the Father’s will, whatever that required 


of labor or of suffering. 


In the same manner we see Paul working. He is not asking . 
what the citizens of Athens, or of Philippi, or of Thessalonica, | 
He is not asking what Agrippa, or Festus, ; 
He does not say much about social . 


or of Ephesus want. 
or Felix want to hear. 


customs and conditions, but he tells us that God has committed | 


to Him the Word of reconciliation. 
and low, learned and unlearned, repentance of sin and faith 
in Jesus Christ. That is what God has sent His Church to do, 


He preaches to all, high °' 


that is our duty,’ and if the world only knew it, that is exactly | 


what the world needs more than anything else. 
in the Interchurch World Movement know neither what God 
domands of the Church, nor do they know what the people 


really need. How can they serve God, or the Church, or the 


world ? 
They are inserting large and striking advertisements in 


oa 


The leaders | 
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the daily papers, inviting and urging the laboring man, the 
educated man, and all others to go to church and to support 
the church, but they’ do not say to which church. They do 
not even say what real and greatest benefit they are to derive 
from going to any of these churches. In one of the advertise- 
ments they refer to the fact that China ought to have more 
physicians. I think that we would be justified in assuming 
that church attendance is urged in order to increase the number 
of physicians on this earth. Without looking into the Bible, 
our common sense teaches us that it is not enough to eat, we 
must eat good food. It is not enough to attend school, we 
must have good teachers. We must not only drink, but we 
must be sure that what we drink is not harmful, but beneficial 
to ourselves. Here again their procedure is irrational, and also 
contrary to that which Jesus and the apostles practised. Jesus 
and the apostles did not only urge people to attend church and 
to be religious, but they offered them the one, true, saving 
religion, and warned them against all that is false. The Inter- 
church World Movement has all the carmarks of being inspired 
by Satan himself. Its teaching is false, and therefore its fruit 
is poisonous, and its result will be ruinous. Ss. 

Noting the Vagaries of Preachers and Churches, — 
Reading and hearing of the eccentricities and impertinencies 
of some preachers and churches, one may wonder whether no 
one else besides ourselves takes notice. Well, they do. Some 
simply laugh and feel encouraged to continue in their aloofness 
from all churches. But there are also those who protest against 
these strayings of the clergy. F. Lyman Windolph, a lawyer 
of Lancaster, Pa., writes in one of our leading magazines: — 

“Some months ago a well-known clergyman and educator 
delivered a public lecture in the city in which I live.. In the 
course of his remarks he said that if he were President of 
the United States, he would order the arrest of every Socialist 
and anarchist in the country, would have them taken to New 
York harbor, and thence ‘on a ship of stone with sails of lead’ 
would ‘start them straight for the closest port of hell’ The 
speaker was an educated native-born citizen, and was speaking 
in a small and thoroughly American inland city, but one seldom 
hears more seditious language on the lips of an illiterate im- 
migrant haranguing foreigners in the heart of one of our great 
centers of population. In principle such an utterance is quite 
as bad as that for which the New York anarchists were sent 
(as I think rightly) to jail, and in practise it is a great deal 
more sinister and alarming.” 

And from the Presbyterian we quote the following brief 


editorial which appeared in a recent issue of the Philadelphia’ 


Inquirer: — 

“If, as a New York clergyman asserts, there is a decline 
in interest in churches, it may, in part, be set down to the 
fact that churches are at present engaged in too many move- 
ments that are absolutely forcign to the original purpose for 
which they were intended. When a church turns itself into 
a vaudeville house, a political forum, a distributing center for 
polite Bolshevism and reform, preached by men who have axes 
to grind and salaries to earn, it degenerates into an omnibus 
of bedlamie distractions that irritate a lot of persons and dis- 
gust as many more.” 

These are but two voices from the world, but they express 
the sentiment of millions. Let us not be deceived by the 
vaunting publicity of these foolish preachers; they are making 
themselves and their churches ridiculous and contemptible. 

Ss. 

Controversies. — The Lutheran quotes the late Dr. Buck- 
ley, “one of the ablest editors in American religious journalism,” 
as follows: “The paliniest days of religious journalism were 
when controversies on theological and ecclesiastical questions 
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were common. The people could hardly wait for the next issue 
so eager were they to read the last answer to the other side.” 

Of course! Who cares to read a sissyfied, namby-pamby, 
goody-goody church-paper that is neither cold nor hot? Many 
of these unionistic, colorless, and ercedless church-papers are 
simply kept by some as a soothing syrup for conscience, and 
because they can spare the few dollars a year for the sub- 
scription. Jew look at them, still fewer read them. And when 
the editorial policy to offend no one, not even the wolves, pro- 
duces apathy and drowsiness, followed by a slump in paid 
subscriptions, Mammon himself suggests that a spirited con- 
troversy might help some. 

Why do we say this? Is it because we take pleasure in 
strife, or because we intend to go in for the hottest kind of 
controversial writing, or because in this manner we want to 
inerease our subscription list, and gain new readers, and in- 
crease the interest in our paper? Not at all. We carry on 
controversies because God demands of us to warn the Christians 
against false prophets, to contend earnestly for the faith once 
delivered to the saints, and because we have been commanded 
to rebuke false teachers sharply. However, we quote this state- 
ment of Dr. Buckley to show that when we, in obedience to 
our Lord’s will, call attention to error and oppose false teaching, 
we need not be afraid of endangering the business end of our 
work. The history of our Church, aye, the history of the whole 
Christian Church, the history of our Synod, and the history 
of our church periodicals, especially of the Lutheraner and 
Lutueran Witness, proves that God blesses earnest, definite, 
positive teaching even though it must of necessity rebuke error 
and uncover deceitful perversions of the truth. God’s Word 
cannot fail,— when we come out from among the company of 
false prophets and separate ourselves from blind leaders, God 
will be a Father to us. What more can we ask? S. 

The Landlord and the Children. —“No children” is the 
rule which many landlords, especially in our larger cities, have 
established as a condition under which thcir flats are let. There 
has been an outery over this in the religious press and also, 
where the editors are not entirely in peonage to the property- 
holding class, in the secular papers. Judging offhand, one is 
tempted to agree with those who condemn without reservation 
the stand taken by the landlords. For it is plain that such 
an attitude over against children not only penalizes those who 
are rearing a family, but, in discouraging the procreation of 
children, must act contrary to public policy and encourage prac- 
tises that are immoral. So far, true. And whatever else may 
be said, the attitude of landlords over against families with ° 
children is immoral, and works toward the decay of American 
lite. But there is something else to be said: Have you ever seen 
a rented flat when the average American boy has done his worst 
on it? I have. In the case which T have in mind, the family 
had inhabited the flat (which was then newly built) for a period 
of six months. When the people “moved,” it was found that 
the wall-paper in all rooms was completely ruined; the hard 
maple floor had been chipped with sharp instruments; a leg 
under the kitchen sink was missing, the marble plate of the 
sink was split, and there were other evidences of vandalism. 
There had been two boys. The rent had been $180, the repairs 
amounted to $380.° Would we say that the owner of the premises 
ought to make the condition, “No children” ? No; but we could 
understand. 

While giving his due to the selfish landlord who, simply 
for the sake of having a minimum of repairs, bars children 
from his apartments, let us not overlook the occasion which 
incompetent, unchristian mothers give for such discrimination. 
It is comparably a small offense that the American mother, as 
a rule, permits her children to drive neighbors distracted with 
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unnecessary noises; that the din created by roller skates and 
by the hideous contrivance known as the roller coaster generally 
continues uninterfered with by maternal commands. But worse 
than such annoyances is the tendency toward lawlessness openly 
encouraged especially in her boys by the American mother. 
Mrs. William F. Scott of New York, a sociologist, recently said: 
“They teach their children that it is their proud American 
prerogative to disregard everything but the satisfaction of their 
desires. If they want to scream, let them scream; if they want 
to fight, let them fight; if they want to bounce a baseball off 
the wall of a house where some one is sleeping or is very ill, 
let them do it. If I remonstrated with a woman because her 
romping children ruined the terrace up the street or destroyed 
a Jady’s flower-bed, or made atrocious noises, she, like as not, 
got insulted and said hard things to me. Rarely have I found 
a mother who would even listen to a complaint about her 
children. Foreigners I find always eager to listen and to train 
their children; their children are much better mannered than 
the children of the middle-class native Americans.” In the 
term of her service as a police-woman, Mrs. Scott observed 
many instances of women actually inciting their boys to con- 
tinue in some lawless activity when interfered with by the 
authorities. “This is a free country, and my children have 
a right to play anywhere they want to play in it,” ete. 

As for the Amcrican father, he is long ago discounted. 
Twenty years ago he thought it smart to say, “The lady is boss; 
she’]l know how to handle the children.” Besides, was his mind 
not engrossed with making money? Now that he sees his grown- 
up boys going to the devil, and, what is worse, squandering 
his money, he regrets the fatal error he made in not training 
them when they were still pliable; but what is done cannot 
be undone. And now we have with us the next generation. 
The lawless boys and girls of ten years ago are now married 
and are raising children in their own image. The landlord has 
to pay the damage. ‘ 

No, the sign “No children” is an offense to public morality, 
is a breeder of degeneracy, and is in every way indefensible. 
Anything that interferes with a natural family life is contrary 
to public policy, aye, shakes the foundations of society. But 
while inexcusable, the American parent, in raising up a gen- 
eration of unmanageable children, depraved in their thoughts 
and unbearable in their disregard of the comfort and welfare 
of others, has but himself to blame for this ugly restriction. 
Worst of all, the Christian parent must suffer with the rest. 
Let Christian landlords, at least, abide by the rule which says 
that we must suffer wrong rather than do wrong. G. 

Great Shortage of Teachers. — Information compiled by 
the associated industries of Missouri indicates a shortage for 
the next school-year of more than 5,000 teachers. One-fourth 
of all teaching positions in the State will be vacant. Atten- 
dance at State teachers’ colleges has also sharply decreased. 
The teacher shortage is attributed to the low wages paid. 

For the entire country the Federal Bureau of Education 
estimates the shortage of teachers at 50,000, and the National 
KIducation Association adds the startling fact that the shortage 
has even now compelled boards of education to employ 120,000 
“unfit” teachers, persons less than twenty-one years old, with 
little or no high school training, and no normal school prepara- 
tion. Reports from all States show that the loss of enrolment 
in the normal schools has cut down next year’s supply of grad- 
uates by twenty-five, thirty, and in some States fifty per cent. 

In six of the Southern States even now more than one-third 
of the schools are without teachers. In New York City 
20,000 registered pulpils received absolutely no instruction. 
Six per cent. of all schools in the United States, some 18,000, 
were closed last fall because no teachers could be secured. 
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While it will mean an additional burden of’ taxation and 
increased cost of living, undoubtedly the States should provide 
adequate salaries for their teachers. The public school is 
a necessity for our country. The situation is significant to 
Lutherans for two reasons. Surely, with so many schools dis- 
continued throughout the land, it is folly for any one to 
prevent our Lutheran people from teaching, at their own ex- 
pense, the children enrolled in our parish schools. Only 
a bigotry which cuts off its nose to spite its face can continue: 
to antagonize our schools under such circumstances. A second, 
even more important, reflection is: What are we doing as 
congregations, as districts, as a synod, to prevent a similar 
drain on our own teaching force? This question is worthy of 
most thoughtful consideration. G. 


Germany and the Red Peril.— A European correspon- 
dent of Der Lutheraner, a man who “knows what he is talking 
about, and a man of clear vision,” is quoted by the editor of 
Iutheraner to this effect: “The situation in Germany is a 
gigantic contest of order with confusion. Sad to say, it looks 
as if Bolshevism will in the end gain the upper hand.” David 
Lloyd George, British Prime Minister, addressing Parliament 
April 29, said: “In the Ruhr district disturbances had arisen, 
very grave disturbances, which menaced the peace of the coun- 
try, and not merely that, but threatened the peace of Europe 
as well.” The quarrel between the Allies and France, continued 
the Prime Minister, was about the question: Who should put 
down the revolt which had succeeded in the Ruhr district, and 
was likely to spread all over Europe? France said the allied 
troops should take a hand; the other allies were in favor of 
leaving the task to Germany. 

So momentous is the issue involved in this Ruhr incident 
that we cannot entirely refrain from giving our readers an 
outline of the events, based, not on cable letters (which with- 
held much significant information), but on reports in German 
papers which have now come to hand. The Koelnische Zeitung 
of April 7 contains many columns of correspondence from its 
reporters in the affected district. Throughout its comment on 
the situation it employs the term “the threatening danger of 
Bolshevism,” and its stories from the Ruhr contain much that 
reads like the reports of Russian conditions in 1918 and 1919. 
In the great factory towns of the Ruhr valley (northeast of 
Cologne) the laboring element organized into Raete (Soviets), 
whose Red Guards spread terror in the towns and villages. 
The Spartakans, as the Reds are called, roved about, armed 
with machine-guns and hand-frenades, plundered the homes of 
citizens, and looted the shops. They would force ladies of high 
rank to prepare meals for them, and, in return, break every 
piece of furniture in the house. There was much bloody bar- 
ricade fighting. “Days of the most frightful terror” are reported 
from Recklinghausen, Wesel, Plauen. At one point the Reds 
forced a bank to pay them 1,000,000 marks. They would drive 
into town in autos in troops of 100, occupy the court-house, 
and command the busincss-men to discuss assessments at a cer- 
tain hour on pain of death. The government sent loyal troops 
into the district, but in the end was forced to make a peace with 
the Reds which in effect, says the Koelnische Zeitung, is a sur- 
render to Spartakism and a recognition of the Soviet. By the 
agreement of April 1 all rebels go scot-free; the laborers’ 
committees (Soviets) are given a word in the administration 
and guarantees of new laws with communistic tendency; all 
damages to property caused by the revolt are to be made good 
by the government, and the towns retain their arms. “We have 
a modified Bolshevism,” says the same paper, “and have the 
menace of the general strike hanging constantly over us. Spar- 
takus can congratulate himself on this peace. Democracy has 
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turned the first shovelful of earth for its own grave! 
ax has been laid at the root of citizenship.” 

Such is a summary of the events in March and April, 
as seen at close range. All that we have said about the aims 
and methods of Bolshevism receives new light through these 
absolutely authentic reports. German papers, religious and 
secular, also contain the information that in Russia the Bol- 
shevik government is now employing its troops for a general 
- conscription of labor. The Russian laborer “cannot choose his 
place of work, but must work where commanded.” “He is fed 
and clothed by the State, but has less freedom than a domestic 
animal.” The Koelnische Zeitung adds that conditions in 
Vienna, city of death and famine, are “glaenzend” (splendid) 
compared with the state of affairs in Petersburg and Moscow. 
And the menace of similar conditions hangs over Germany 
since the Reds of the Ruhr valley in so large a measure gained 
their political ends. 

In all this there is a new appeal to our Christians to con- 
tinue the work of relief, especially among our brethren in the 
Lutheran Free Church of Europe. G. 

Our Children and Roman Catholic Influence. — Our 
Dr. Krauss, in the delightful reminiscences of his youth, issued 
lately by Concordia Publishing House, tells an interesting and 
instructive story of his and his brother’s experience in a high 
school conducted by Roman Catholic monks. 
parents against sending their children, boys or girls, to any 
school where they are subjected to Roman Catholic influence, 
and calls attention especially to the perversion of history by 
those monks in the interest of Romanism. The instances which 
he quotes of such misrepresentation reminded us forcibly of 
what Macaulay says in his essay upon Lord Bacon: “The 
‘enthusiast misrepresents facts with all the effrontery of an 
advocate, and confounds right and wrong with all the dexterity 
of a Jesuit.” 

But not only Roman Catholie schools and Roman Catholic 
sisters and monks may exert a dangerous influence over our 
children. The following paragraph published by the well-known 
writer, Henry Watterson, in his Looking Backward, in the 
Saturday Evening Post, contains another warning: — 

“T was born in the Presbyterian Church, baptized in the 
Roman Catholic Church, educated in the Church of England 
in America, and married into the Church of the Disciples. The 
Roman Catholic baptism happened in this way: It was my 
second summer; my,parents were sojourning in the household 
of a devout Catholic family; my nurse was a fond, affectionate 
Irish Catholic; the little life was almost despaired of, so one 
sunny day, to rescue me from that form of theologic con- 
troversy known as infant damnation, the baby carriage was 
trundled round the corner. to St. Matthew’s Church, —it was 
in the national capital, and the baby brow was touched with 
holy water out of a font blessed of the Virgin Mary.” 

There are no more shrewd and skilful missionaries than 
Romanists when they deal with young, inexperienced, and im- 
pressionable children. As you prize the gifts which Jesus 
gained for you, “not with gold or silver, but with His holy, 
precious blood and His innocent suffering and death,” beware 
of the Romanist missionary, lay or clerical, and guard your 
children against their schemes and designs. S. 

Baby Raised by Ouija. — It happened right here. 
A St. Louis woman, six years ago, began to play with the 
‘“weejie.”? She began to get messages from some one who signed 
herself “Patience Worth.” Entire books have been printed 
containing the communications of Patience, who introduces 
herself as the spirit of an Englishwoman who died in 1650. 
Three years ago, by direction of Patience Worth, the family 
in question adopted a girl-baby. They are now raising it ac- 
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cording to directions of the spirit mother. Inercdible as it 
may sound, the “spirit” hints that it is, in a sense, the physical 
mother of the child! Clothing, feeding, education, are all 
directed by her through the ouija board. By order of “weejic” 
the girl was not taught, “Now I Jay me down to sleep,” because 
that prayer “has a line which would frighten the child,” but 
is instructed to pray this drivel: “I, thy child forever, play 
About thy knees this close of day. Within thy arms I now 
shall creep And learn thy wisdom in my sleep. Amen.” 

In the newspaper report from which we take these state- 
ments, — the story covered two entire pages in a Sunday paper, 
—it is hinted that this child may become “the priestess, if not 
the goddess, of a religious sect,” the “nucleus for such a re-- 
ligious order as, in imagination, certain motion pictures have 
dealt with.” Already she has received presents from all quarters 
of the world. 

This is the story. You may write: your own editorial. 


G. 
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WESTERN NEBRASKA-WYOMING CONFERENCE. 


April 13 to 15 found the Western Nebraska-Wyoming Local 
Conference as guests of Trinity Congregation, Casper, Wyo. 
The members of this conference, at present numbering twenty- 
one, are all, with the exception of three, Missouri Synod pastors 
of Wyoming and the eleven western counties of Nebraska, 
which are due north of Colorado. Thus the entire State of 
Wyoming and these eleven counties of Nebraska are under the 
spiritual care of only twenty-four pastors of Synod, and this 
whole territory right now boasts of only one Missouri Synod 
teacher that is laboring in a Christian day-school. 

Perhaps some one that has merely traveled through Wyo- 
ming and western Nebraska, without stopping to investigate that 
country more closely, on reading the above figures, will wonder 
where even so many men can be kept busy there in Lutheran 
ehurch-work; for the casual traveler, passing through that. 
country, does, as a rule, not give it the credit: it deserves. This 
country, it is true, is as yet but sparsely populated, and probably 
never will be so thickly settled throughout as, for instance, the 
eastern counties of Nebraska; but in the reclaimed valleys even 
now forty- and sixty-acre farms are numcrous, and it is a com- 
mon opinion that the Government census of this year will show 
that more people have found homes in Wyoming and western 
Nebraska now than the most optimistic seer would have forecast 
twenty years ago. This country is only now waking up and 
rubbing the sleep from her eyes. She is astonishing men with 
the riches of her natural resourees, which lay dormant for so 
many centuries, but are now being discovered and developed. 
Not many years ago the trapper and hunter, together with the 
Indian, were the lords of these plains; they were soon joined by 
the cowboy and the sheep-herder; then came the dry farmer 
and the miner; but the greatest advance to prosperity was made 
in this country when oil was struck, and when reclamation trans- 
formed great stretches of desert land into fertile farms. The 
population in this country naturally grew in proportion to the 
development of her resourees. Thus Cheyenne, Wyo., became 
one of the chief centers of the cattle industry of the Northwest; 
Sheridan, Wyo., has considerable trade in wool and lumber; 
Scottsbluff and the neighboring towns in the Platte Valley, 
Nebr., Riverton, Worland, and Lovell, all in Wyoming,-are cen- 
ters of the sugar-beet industry; Rushville, Nebr., is well known 
to the potato-dealer; Casper and Greybull, Wyo., are forging 
ahead on the strength of the oil refineries that are located there. 
Lack of space forbids naming other industries of this country, 
as well as towns and citics that were called into life by them. 
As the people followed the call of this country, the full quota 
of the Lutheran Church, of course, went right along. For ex- 
ample, at Potter, Nebr., the missionary 1s serving a number of 
families that came there from Perry Co., Mo., and Jackson Co., 
Ill., and were formerly members of Lutheran congregations 
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there. Just how many Lutherans there are in Wyoming and 
western Nebraska now is a question puzzling the missionaries ; 
for, sad to say, some Lutherans that come there, having left 
their old church homes, make no effort to find a new church 
home, leaving it to the missionary to ferret them out. Here 
a few words may be in place regarding the nature of the work 
that the Lutheran pastor or missionary has to do there. 

His work is principally what is known in the Lutheran 
Church as Home Mission. He ministers to his congregations. 
Nearly every one has more than one flock to serve; some have 
as many as five and even seven preaching-stations, at the same 
time looking for opportunities to open new places for divine 
service, in the same manner in which his present places were 
established in the past. To these places he gathers the scattered 
Lutherans; they form the basis for his future work. In that 
way the ficld is opened, so that the missionary may there sow 
the Word of God, preaching it to all, and especially instructing 
the children in the Catechism and in Bible Flistory. 

The desire to give the youth under their pastoral care an 
adequate Christian training moved the conference to give much 
thoughtful consideration to the Christian day-school. The ques- 
tion, “What can wo do to save the Christian day-schools that 
we have, and to put such schools into those of our congregations 
that as yet have none?” was freely discussed. Pastor W. F. 
Rittamel of Staplehurst, Nebr., a member of the Mission Board 
of the Nebraska District, who visited the sessions, lost no oppor- 
tunity to drive home the importance of the day-school for the 
continued welfare of the Church. Conference. adopted a unan- 
imous resolution to the effect that nothing should be left 
undone to promote and to perpetuate our system of parish 
schools. Lewis W. Spitz. 


SOUTHWESTERN MINNESOTA CONFERENCE. 


The Pastoral Conference of Southwestern Minnesota, as- 
sembled at Lakefield, Jackson County, April 13—15, was stirred 
to its depth by consideration of the school situation, brought 
on by an earnest appeal of President H. Meyer and others, and 
by a letter from editorial quarters of the Witness: “What 
should we do to save our parochial schools?’ 

The Conference unanimously passed a resolution to advise 
delegates to the Delegate Synod to consider favorably a plan 
“to create a Central Bureau with a budget of $10,000 to $12,000 
a year, and a salaricd head whose entire time is devoted to our 
schools,” as General Superintendent. This Bureau would be 
able to collect valuable and essential information on our schools 
and to spread it in a useful way; to have cognizance of the 
status of the language question, of legislation threatening our 
schools, of teachers’ salaries, of statistics that are reliable and 
not obsolete. The uncertainty of present statistics was empha- 
sized. In regard to a General Superintendent it was pointed 
out that possibly a few of our synodical districts, weak numer- 
ically as to schools, might have the benefit of his inspection, 
which would obviate the necessity of appointing a special State 
Superintendent, effecting 2 saving to that extent. 

Conterence went further and resolved not to wait until all 
our rights were taken away or even more seriously threatened; 
it formed itself into a Constitutional Rights League for the 
second congressional district of the State. An executive com- 
mittee of three was appointed and a platform of principles was 
adopted, drawn from organic laws of the United States and of 
our State. The committee is to publish the platform for dis- 
tribution among our people for the purpose of enlightenment 
and education, to seek information from the respective candi- 
dates of the various political parties for Congress and for State 
offices as to their conviction in reference to the fundamental 
principles of freedom of worship and the parent’s right to 
educate his child according to the dictates of his conscience, 
and to spread such information among our people and such 
others as can be interested. 

While full provision was made in our program, and empha- 
sized, against anything like political activity, it was felt as our 
conviction that it would be right to let prospective sworn guard- 
ians of our most cherished rights and liberties become aware 
that they cannot ride roughshod over them without being held 
responsible for their actions or neglect of interests, nor could 
it be wrong to help our people get information on issues so 
momentous and far-reaching. However, I feel I have taken too 
much space in this letter already. ‘Those outside of our State 
wishing more information may address Rev. H. I. Hartmann, 
Springfield, Minn., seeretary of the committee. 

By request of Conference, AGROPIIILUS. 
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WASHINGTON LETTER. 


“* little bit of heaven —sure it’s Ireland,” so says the 
popular song; just now we are having a little bit of this Irish 
heaven in the Capital. Women sympathizers with the Irish 
“aspirations for freedom” have been parading up and down 
before the British Embassy with banners telling what wicked 
people our British cousins are. They, of course, did not be- 
lieve it, nor did they take it seriously; they showed this by 
hanging out one of the banners which fell into their hands, 
and which bore the inscription, “Down with British Militarism !” 
Who will declare after this that our English brethren have no 
sense of humor? Our own State Department was rather lacking 
in this respect; it took the matter most seriously. After dig- 
ging for several days through the dust of old Jegal tomes, they 
brought forth an old enactment, which made it a penal offense 
to offer an insult to the representative of a foreign government, 
and upon the basis of this the fair banner-bearers were arrested, 


‘ although the British ambassador was still safely at home two 


thousand miles away (during the war officials had stretched 
enactments still further than that). Of course, the women had 
been duly warned, but what did these women’s hearts care 
for cold cells and prison-bars in comparison with the undying 
fame and possibly a marble monument with their figure in 
Cork or Dublin —the admiration of every Irishman. It was 
just what the women wanted, and the Government fell in with 
their plans. Jt advertised them and their cause, and in less 
time than it takes to see a baseball game every city in the 
country knew about these women and their fearful banners. 
Offers of legal and financial assistance came from all parts of 
our country. Women by the hundreds-came from everywhere 
to take the place of their comrades who had fallen into the 
arms of the law. 

Not content with bearing these banners with their evil 
devices on earth, they mounted to the heavens and ‘attempted 
to bombard the British Embassy from the skies in an aeroplane, 
and to shower upon it fiery missiles. They rained down upon 
it thousands of documents burning with indignation. For- 
tunately for the women, the local police department has no 
air. service, it has its hands more than full to take care of things 
down on the earth, and the women went ahead unmolested. 
These fiery documents, however, instead ot falling on the British 
Zmbassy, fell around the White House and State Department 
about a mile away, and the Embassy was saved. This was not 
due to the poor aim, but, according to the women, to low 
visibility and high winds. The whole thing is a farce, but 
it is likely to end as a tragedy. It all comes from Ireland’s and 
its friends’ taking Mr. Wilson’s fourteen points too scriously, 


‘ at least more seriously than the allied statesmen ever took them. 


The Irish question is fast becoming a political issue in this 
country, and is going to be brought into the election in some 
parts. It is also, most likely, going to become to some extent 
a religious question before it is done with. Already some of 
the Protestant clergymen and churches have takenxit up. The 
fatal disease which is affecting the Church of our day is that it 
cannot keep its fingers out of political and earthly matters. 
Recently a commission of Protestant clergymen came from 
across the water, speaking against the freedoin of Ireland and 
asking us to stand off. Many of the Protestant clergy are 
siding with them and opening their auditoriums to them and 
speaking for them. Meanwhile, let us attend to business, and 
preach the Gospel and save men’s souls, and let the politicians 
settle the fate of Ireland. 

Washington, D.C. J. Frepertc WENCHEL. 


ST. LOUIS NOONDAY SERVICES. 


The Lutheran noonday services held during the past Lenten 
season have again been abundantly blessed by the Lord. The 
average daily attendance was seven hundred, the highest atten- 
dance, about two thousand people, being on Good Friday. The 
daily service program called for a fifteen-minute sermon, con- | 
gregational singing, recitation of the Creed, prayer, and a special 
musical selection by a quartet or other singers. Six out-of-town 
preachers and six local chaplains each served one week. Stran- 
gers were in evidence at the services; some made special inquiry, 
and others gave favorable comment. One stranger remarked 
that, the sermons at the Lutheran noonday services brought 
Christ closer to his heart. A woman said that she was dissatis- 
fied with her own church, and desired to know more about our 
Lutheran Church and its teachings. A man who attended fre- 
quently said that our pastors undoubtedly receive special train- 
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ing in the art of speaking, for they preached better sermons 
than the average pastor. ; 

Many tracts were distributed at the services. No collections 
were lifted during the services, but opportunity was given the 
people to contribute as they left. These offerings, together with 
donations by individual members of our churches, paid the 
expenses, a cash balance remaining. The newspapers of the 
city gave considerable space to the daily reports, printing about 
90,000 lines in their news columns; and, in addition, 3,840 lines 
of paid advertising were inserted. 


We have reason to believe that the blessings of the services* 


have gone out to many strangers. One stranger, a man of some 
education, remarked that he had never known anything about 
the Lutheran Church until the Lutheran noonday services in 
St. Louis were held. Knowing our Lord’s commission to His 
Church, and believing in the power of the Gospel, we are assured 
that the noonday services served a good purpose. The Lord be 
praised for the opportunity which He has given us to make 
known the blessed truths of salvation, and for the blessings 
which by His Word He has imparted to us and to others. 
St. Louis, Mo. Joun H. OC. Fritz. 


WHERE HE STANDS. 


The Colorado Protestant some time ago contained an article 
expressing the hope that some day “a compulsory education law 
will be passed in the different States requiring all children to 
attend the public schools. . . . Parochial schools should be 
abolished and those children be compelled to attend the public 
schools.” The article concluded with the question: “Where do 
you stand?” A week later the paper printed a letter from a 
Denver Lutheran, and the editor remarked that “the exception 
is well taken.” The letter read, in substance: — 

“Jn an article headed ‘Public Schools vs. Parochial Schools’ 
is found the following: ‘Parochial schools should be abolished 
and’those children be compelled to attend the public schools.’ 
And.the closing paragraph reads: ‘Where do you stand? In 
answer ] would say that I am a graduate of a parochial school, 
namely, the St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran School of Denver, 
and that I take exception to the above statement on the following 
grounds: — 

“The Lutherans send their children to their parochial 
schools not because they are opposed to the public schools, but 
to teach them the pure and undefiled religion which is to guide 
their fect all through life, and which they would not get in 
attending the public schools. —In another place in the same 
article is the following: ‘There can also be no doubt that we get 
better citizens from the public schools.’ What kind of citizen- 
ship do you mean? Do you mean the class of citizenship that 
go to make up our present-day politicians, or do you mean the 
class that would go to make up our armies and navies in times 
of war? The following is drilled into the mind of every child 
attending our parochial schools: ‘Let every soul be subject unto 
the higher powers. For there is no power but of God; the 
powers that be are ordained of God. Whosoever therefore re- 
sisteth the power resisteth the ordinance of God; and they that 
resist shall receive to themselves damnation.’ (Rom. 13, 1. 2.) 
I ask, Can you say as much about the public schools? If so, 
from where do you get your street-gangs, your robbers, your 
murderers, and your thieves? Surely not all from the parochial 
schools. Any child who has spent its time in our parochial 
schools up to the fourteenth year has a good command of the 
German language, and I will leave it to any public school 
teacher who has been fortunate enough to have one of our 
‘rraduates,’ if they are not as far advanced in all other lines 
as any child who has spent all its time in a public school. It is 
for these few reasons that J take very strong exception to your 
statement that parochial schools should be abolished, and those 
children be compelled to attend the public schools.” 


AID FOR WHEAT RIDGE. 


If sightseeing in Denver this summer, do not fail to visit 
our Sanitarium at Wheat Ridge, Colo. You will find it close 
to the northern city limits of Denver. It’s such a quiet, beau- 
tiful spot. The gardens, lawns, and orchards are clad in lux- 
uriant verdure. The towering mountain scenery in the distance 
igs enchanting and impressive beyond description. Here, in the 
midst of these beautiful surroundings, our fellow-Christians, 
twelve years ago, placed a little jewel, a Sanitarium for T uber- 
culars. Many persons, mostly young people, about one thousand 
of them, have during the greatest and saddest tragedy of their 
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life found here a restful home, Christian love, sympathetic care 
for their ailing body, but, above all, the Bread of Life for their 
hungry soul. The beginning was made in a small and insufli- 
cient way. Thirty-five tents were constructed. They were lightly 
made, exposing the patients too much to the inclemency of wind 
and weather. But means were limited. So they have served 
faithfully all these years. Now, however, they are quite beyond 
repair. Many an urgent appeal has gone forth for several years, 
but never found enough response to warrant the construction of 
a new building. But now help seems to be near. The young 
people of our churches, we hope a majority of them, have ex- 
pressed their determination, — we are going to roll up our 
sleeves, pitch in, and help to get the sorely needed building for 
our Sanitarium. Why, this news makes us happy clean through. 
The young folks acting in union! That’s quite an innovation; 
but, we hope and believe, one that is pleasing to God. Our 
friends eall it “The Wheat Ridge Sanitarium Dollar Collection, 
for the Erection of a Monument of Gratitude, as a Living Tes- 
timony of Thanks to God.” We say to them: May God bless 
your efforts and grant you success! 


Fort Collins, Colo. P. KRETZSOHMAR. 


OUR OPPORTUNITY IN CHINA. 
I. 


In every one thousand Chinese there are not more than six 
that enjoy “the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free.” 
The rest are still in the chains of the grossest spiritual darkness. 


‘This means that about four hundred million Chinese do not 


believe in Jesus Christ, their Savior. 

“And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have 
not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And 
how shall they preach except they be sent?” (Rom. 10, 14. 15.) 

“Preachers” have indeed for many years been “sent” to 
China by various church bodies. The first Roman Catholic 
missionaries came to China in the thirteenth century. Prot- 
estant “preachers” have been “sent” to this mission-field only 
since the beginning of the nineteenth century. Europe, America, 
and Australia are the countries which supplied these “preachers.” 

During the latter part of the past century many of the 
prominent Protestant Churches in America began mission-work 
in China on a large scale. The Boxer Uprising of 1900, far from 
exterminating Christianity in this Oriental empire, was followed 
by a redoubling of efforts on the part of those engaged in 
missionary endeavors in this heathen land. These efforts have 
not been relaxed, but are being increased from year to year. 

The result is that in 1917 the Protestants in China had 
3,767 congregations, 4,121 other places of worship with a com- 
municant membership of 312,970, and a total Christian con- 
stituenecy of 654,658. The foreign personnel of the Protestant 
missions consisted of 1,245 ordained men, 1,018 unordained men, 
1,818 single women, and 1,819 married women (many of the 
latter also being in active mission-work). 

Of individual denominations, the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, North, in the same year had in China a foreign force 
of 73 ordained and 85 unordained men and 156 single women, . 
while the Presbyterian Church, North, had 115 ordained men, 
75 unordained men, and 120 single women workers in the 
same field. 

In 1917, sixteen Lutheran churches or mission societies 
were represented in China by 199 ordained and 26 unordained 
men and 111 single women workers. Nine of the ordained 
missionaries were Finns; fifty-three, Germans; seventy-eight, 
Norwegians, Swedes, or Danes; and fifty-nine, Americans. 
Fifty-six of the fifty-nine Americans came from the Scandi- 
navian Lutheran churches in America. The remaining threo 
American Lutheran missionaries are the first three China mis- 
sionaries of the Missouri Synod. 

It is true, we have at this time some five hundred and sixty 
home missionaries in North America and nearly a half hundred 
in South America. The fact, however, that so many of our 
pastors are engaged in mission-work in America, ought not to 
be advanced as an argument against sending more men to 
foreign fields. There should rather be a corresponding increase 
in the number of pastors available for mission-work among the 
heathen. Likewise, our parochial schools should not be used 
as an excuse for not increasing our foreign missions. Our 
parochial schools are successful in building up a spiritual priest- 
hood, and therefore they should also be recognized as a fruitful 
source of future workers in foreign missions. 

It is true, little has been. done for the heathen by the 
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Missouri Synod, but we are grateful for that which has been 
done. Ag God has not withheld His sheaves from our spiritual 
harvesters in India, so He has also not refused His blessing to 
our mission in China. 

In the past year we had in Hankow six chapels with as many 
evangelists, sixty-nine adherents, fifty-three communicants, 
thirty-five voting members; cight schools for boys, three schools 
for girls, ten male and three female teachers, and 427 pupils. 

Cuina Missionaries’ CONFERENCE. 


NEWS AND NOTES. 


Rev. H. Frincke, director of the school campaign in Michi- 
gan, reports that he is meeting with gratifying success. The 
Michigan District has been fully organized for the fray, and 
contributions are coming also from other States. The Michigan 
congregations are nobly responding to the appeal for finan- 
cial help. 


The Interchurch Drive was extended one week. It was 
found that the “free citizens,” the non-church-members who are 
“true Christians at heart,” also called No Man’s Land, did not 
respond as expected. 


Four pastors constitute the Southwest Montana Conference 
of our Synod. They met at Butte recently and carried through 
a complete program with exegetical and practical papers. It was 
Dr. Walther that said: “We shall remain a soundly Lutheran 
body as long as our pastors live in the Scriptures.” Scrious 
study does not exclude active pastoral and missionary work. One 
of our Montana missionaries in March twice made the distance 
to a preaching-station, eighteen miles, afoot. 


The First Lutheran Church, Little Rock, Ark., printed 
a beautiful and elaborate souvenir booklet for its organ dedica- 
tion, April 11. 

St. John’s, Pekin, Ill., has installed new sanitary fixtures of 
the very best material in its school. Tyo of its graduates won 
the highest and one the second highest honors in a recent spell- 
ing contest held at the high school. 


A citizens’ mass meeting was scheduled at Waukesha, Wis., 
to settle a violent quarrel which is shaking the churches of that 
town on the Boy Scout issue. The fight was precipitated when 
a Methodist pastor announced: “I will oppose the organization 
of my church boys in any undenominational body.” 


What — already? Addressing an American Legion post at 
St. Louis, May 3, a member of the order advised them that “all 
Legion men should take an interest in politics,” and that “the 
Legion should be political to an extent.” He said that the 
Massachusetts branch of the Legion had eliminated the “non- 
political” classification. 

Richard Croker, once boss of Tammany Hall, in relating his 
domestic troubles to a reporter April 11, said that his daughter 
Ethel’s divorce cost him $30,000. “I not only put up this money, 
but I went to the Archbishop and got for her permission to be 
remarried to the nice boy she now has for a husband. She had 
gotten married to a groom she met at Durland’s Riding Acad- 
emy, but I got her out of that mess and arranged so that she 
could be married to Tom White, who is making her a good 
husband.” No, the Catholic Church grants no divorce, but you 
can get marriages annulled and remain a good Catholic. G. 





Religious Press. 


MENACING MOVEMENTS. 


The churches have been following after and working the 
plans of men too long. We need to listen to the voice of God’s 
Word and to follow the leadership of the Holy Spirit. Lf any 
of these movements had done the smallest fraction of what its 
advocates promised it would do, there would be no need of a 
now oné. They. have all failed, largely. And instead of turning 
to God in repentance now, the proposal is made to launch an- 
other man-made scheme. The Lord and His plan must wait 
while we try out another that seems good in the sight of men. 
Would it not be very much better, especially in such a critical 
time as this, to let these well-meant schemes wait while we tried 
out the Lord’s plan? 

Most of the movements that have been forced on the 
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Churches are mere “might and power.” They have had ma- 
chinery enough and have made noise enough to lead the unwary 
to think they were accomplishing something, to give the im- 
pression that without them the Church would have been dead. 
But all they have done has been to call the Church away from 
her God-given work of preaching the Gospel of the grace of God, 
and from depending on the Holy Spirit for success. They have 
taken the place of repentance, of prayer, of consecration, of utter 
dependence on God’s Holy Spirit. They have put the Church 
on the sandy foundation of works instead of the sure foundation 
of faith. What prayer they have led to has been very largely 
that God would adopt our plans rather than His. 


It is pathetic to see the schemes that are proposed to remedy 
the world’s wrongs. Men feel keenly the awful catastrophe that 
has befallen the world. But what have they to prevent another? 
They are proposing Church unions, Church federations, ete. 
Why do they not propose the one and only thing that will 
accomplish anything — the preaching of Christ and Him cru- 
cified, in the power of the Holy Spirit? The cross is the only 
hope for humanity. Because the Church left that so largely 
in the background, we have witnessed the most awful war the 
world ever knew. If we continue to leave the cross in the back- 
ground, another and worse-one will soon be on us. The many 
schemes that are devised will not have the weight of a feather 
to prevent the next war. It is coming as certainly as the sun 
shines if the Church does not repent and preach, incessantly, 
God’s one remedy for sin, Christ and Him crucified. If this 
seems pessimistic, I frankly admit that I am a pessimist, if the 
Church follows the way she is now going. But I gladly avow 
myself absolutely optimistic if the Church will repent, turn to 
God with broken heart, and preach and practise Christ and 
Him crucified. Jet us face the facts. The war has not helped 
spirituality; it has greatly hindered it. Only the Spirit of God, 
not war, can regenerate souls. — United Presbyterian. 


Secular Press. 


TRUE WORTH APPRECIATED. 


(A pioneer missionary and pastor of our Minnesota District, 
the Rev. H. J. Mueller, entered into life March 14. In the Lakefield 
Standard the following noble tribute was paid to his memory: ) 


With Rev. H. J. Mueller another pioneer of our State en- 
tered into his final reward. We shall miss the friendly face 
and brisk walk of Pastor Mueller on our streets, for he always 
had a “Good-day” and a smile for everybody. Cheerfulness 
and sunshine were his constant companions. 


Rev. Mueller had a just claim to being a pioneer in our 
own community —in Rost and in Delafield. A little more than 
forty-nine years ago he first viewed our prairies when he began 
his activities in this part of the State as missionary, sceing this 
county in its original state, as the red men left it. By train, 
ox-eart, on foot, even barefooted, he crossed our prairies and 
swamps in search of early pioneer Lutherans. Heron Lake and 
Hersey (Brewster) were stops of the pioncer’s mission circuit. 
From these places he would turn inland to bring the eternal 
Gospel to the scattered settlers of the plains. The trip to Rost 
Town, where the Rev. Meyer now resides, Pastor Mueller usually 
made on foot, crossing the country with no roads to follow, and 
few groves to indicate the whereabouts. At that time but one 
man owned a framchouse (Mr. Meister); the other settlers were 
content with sod-houses or even underground abodes. Our de- 
parted friend lived through these days of privation, those of the 
grasshopper, and shared every hardship of frontier life, but did 
you ever hear him utter a word of complaint? His patience 
and contentment were admirable, exemplary. Much could be said 
in eulogy of the venerable old gentleman, but we feel that we 
could not picture the man and his high, singular character any 
better than the Rev. Bradford did in a letter to the Brewster 
Tribune a few years past, which we choose to reprint: — 





“Dear Epitor: — 

“As I am about to leave Brewster, I feel very much a desire 
to pay a well-earned tribute to my neighbor who lives in the 
parsonage across the street from the Presbyterian manse, the 
Rev. Mueller, pastor of the German Lutheran church. If I were. 
asked to name the most useful citizen of the village, unquestion- 
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ably I would name the above-mentioned gentleman. His quiet, 
patient, earnest work for his church will tell greatly for good 
in the future generation. What a beautiful sight we witnessed 
on Confirmation Sunday, when, after a whole winter’s Christian 
training, he led a large class of young people into the church 
and confirmed -them, rooted and grounded in faith. I also 
marked the large congregation of reverent and earnest wor- 
shipers who gather every Sunday at that church. What a mighty 
influence for the future welfare of our country these intelligent 
Christian young people will be! What a glorious tribute to the 
untiring work of the pastor and also to the wonderful efficiency 
of a long pastorate! We are also delighted with the sweet spirit 
of his loyalty that is evident. How spotlessly trim and beau- 
tiful the whole surroundings of the church always appear! And 
I am glad to pray that the brow of Rev. Mueller may long abide 
in strength, and for many years to come may a loyal congrega- 
tion uphold him in continuing the best religious work that has 
been done in our time in Brewster. 


(Signed.) “Hersert A. Braprorp, Presbyterian Pastor.” 


THE TRUE EXPLANATION. 


What attitude shall we take toward Spiritualism? Some 
would dismiss it as fraudulent, others find an explanation. 
What I wish to insist upon to-day is, that whatever in Spiritual- 
ism cannot be accounted for by natural causes finds its explana- 
tion in the Bible, and the explanation is a most solemn one. 

It is revealed in the Bible that it is possible for a human 
being to come into communion with. and under the control of, 
a spirit in the unseen world — not a human spirit, but a super- 
human; not one from the kingdom of light, but from the king- 
dom of darkness. 

In the Old Testament it is clearly recognized that there is 
such a thing as a human being having what is called a “familiar 
spirit.” one with whom he is in sympathetic relation and can 
hold communication. The stern requirement of the law con- 
cerning all such was that they should not be allowed to live. 
In the New Testament we have many instances in which an evil 
spirit had invaded the dominion of a human spirit. plunging it 
into anarchy, or through it, as a medium, expressing itself. 
The Apostle Paul warns us that we “wrestle not against flesh 
and blood, but against principalities and powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this world, and the spiritual hosts of 
wickedness in heavenly places.” 


Granting the reality of a communication, how do you know 
that the spirit whom you are consulting is the one whom you 
have known and loved?) May it not be that the communicant 
to whom you are lending an ear is an imp of darkness, who has 
caught the message which you have sent up, and, masking his 
identity, is telling you things which deceive you? The Serip- 
tures plainly teach that such a thing is possible, and the result 
is just what the apostle predicts —a departure from the faith. 

The teaching that comes from this source is in conflict with 
God’s revelation, notably that concerning the person and work 
of our Lord Jesus. — Dr. J. F. Cannon (Presbyterian), in 
Globe-Democrat, St. Louis. 


INITIATED. 


Bert Hildebrand, nineteen years old, 3969 Lucky St., St. 
Louis, Mo., will receive $2,000 for injuries suffered January 7, 
1918, when riding a mechanical gont as part of his initiation 
into the Woodinen of the World. This settlement was made in 
Circuit Judge Falkenhainer’s court in Hildebrand’s $5,000 dam- 
age suit. 

Hildebrand contended that he was blindfolded and put on 
the contrivance, and what seemed to be a strap with a metal 
buckle on it repeatedly struck him on the left leg. Later his 
leg became stiff, and he found the bone had been broken. Fe 
said an operation and other expenses amounted to $750. 

St. Louis Slar. 


At Montgomery, Ala., Dennis Simmington died in the ante- 
room of the local Odd-Fellows’ lodge from fright over his initia- 
tion into the order. After going to the lodge, he was:left in an 
anteroom to wait. Several cloaked figures came out of the main 
hall and walked around him, making remarks calculated to give 
him a creepy feeling. 

Ile grew more and more excited, and at Jast tumbled from 
his chair in a heap. Hearing the fall, some one ran to him 
and found him dead.— Lincoln Republican. 
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Mutheran Laymen’s League. 


The Spirit of Joyful Sacrifice. 
(Letters Received at Headquarters.) 


Enclosed find another drop into the $3,000,000 bucket of 
the L.L.L. It is but a drop, but nevertheless it is a little 
offering from a small congregation (10 voters) on Rally Day. 
I shall try to send you another little check from my other 
congregation later. May God bless the efforts of the L. L. L., 
and permit it to reach its goal. . 

ELFreD L. Roscuxe, Bourbon, Mo. 

(Note. — A contribution of $45 accompanied the letter.) 

* * 


Enelosed you will find my application for membership in 
the Lutheran Laymen’s League, also a moncy order of $10, 
which will pay my dues for the year of 1920 as a regular member 
of said League. Wish that I could do a little more and better, 
but [ am only a poor workingman with a small income; how- 
ever, my gift comes from the heart. 

With best hopes and wishes, I am, 


Imi KE. DetrBarn, Schenectady, N. Y. 
* * ‘ 


Enclosed find post-office money order for $3 for the Lay- 
men’s League Endowment Fund. The gift is a small one, but’ 
it carries with it all good wishes for the attainment of the goal. 
It is sent by way of remembrance for a dear aunt, who was 
a faithful member of the Lutheran Church. 

Yours truly, 


Louise M. Bere, Lamar, Colo. 
* cd * 


Am enclosing a draft for $87, the fruit of my personal 
effort as far as collecting them was concerned. 

Your appeal for another follow-up drive eame before our 
quarterly meeting. They appointed me to go around and take 
donations. This I have done, and it resulted in Grace Lutheran 
Church going “over the top.” 

The congregation is small, receiving subsidy from the Mis- 
sion Board, but it wanted to do its share. 

W. C. Baumann, Dieterich, II. 

(Notre. — This little congregation gave $235.) 

* % * : 





Enclosed find check for $53, also one Iiberty Bond of $50 
for the $3,000,000 Endowment Fund. While our little congre- 
gation has raised much more than its quota in the first drive, 
we decided to do a little more, as “every little bit helps.” This 
brings our total contribution up to $1,318. We have felt no 
evil effects from this drive. In fact, “all are happy,” even the 
pastor, who in the same year received a substantial raise in 
salary and also a ten per cent. bonus. — Best wishes! 


Fraternally, 
Tu. Wecener, Lake Charles, La. 


(Notr. — The communicant membership of that little con- 
gregation 1s given at 80 in the Statistical Year-Bool: for the 
year 1918.) 


* * * 


... This amount [$60] has been collected from deaf-mutes. 
There will be some more for the fund as we are not yet finished 
with the canvass. I was pleased with the ready interest of the 
deaf in South Bend, Ind., a collection of $31 from eight com- 
municants. 

The deaf in Chicago are collecting funds for a new church. 
They had the first one of four planned for the year, otherwise 
there would have been more for this fund. 

A. C. Dauns, Chicago, Ill. 


* te * 


Enclosed you will find one $50 Liberty Bond of the Fourth 
Loan. You will notice that the interest coupons which were due 
but have not been detached, make the total amount of this 
remittance $53.13. 

This contribution was handed to me by Mr. A. Damman of 
Belleview, Mo. He is a member of my congregation at Pilot 
Knob, Mo. Mr. Damman rides eighteen miles on horseback to 
come to church. In winter it is almost impossible for him to 
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attend, since the days are ‘too short, and it takes him almost 
half a day to make the trip over ranges of the Ozark Mountains. 
However, the Lurireran Witness reaches him regularly by rural 
route, and I know that it was the Witness which was to a great 
extent instrumental in moving him to make this contribution. 

Enclosed you will also find Mr. Damman’s application for 
sustaining membership in the L. L. L. for June, 1920, to 
June, 1921. Yours very truly, 

H. C. Hartine, Flat River, Mo. 


* % * 


“I wish to state that this drive has been unique in the 
history of our Church. And what have been the ‘harmful’ con- 
sequences? During the same year we have had another drive 
for our own church fund. In nearly every case subscriptions 
have been increased —ranging from 10 to 100 per cent.; the 
minister’s salary was increased; almost 900 dollars were paid 
off on our new church-building, and contributions for missions 
and synodical purposes increased fully 50 per cent. — and every- 
body is happy.” Quoted in Hannibal Lutheran. 








Draft of By-Laws to the New Constitution 
of Synod. 
(Ooncluded.) 





Districts of Synod — Organization. 


A. Officers. 
Every District of the Synod shall elect two vice-presidents, who 


shall, in accordance with the number of votes received, be the first and 
the second vice-president. 


(Const., § 12.) 


B. Conferenccs. 


1. Every District of the Synod shall arrange for its pastors 
various pastoral conferences, which shall mect twice every year. The 
minutes of the pastoral conferences shall be sent four weeks prior to 
the meeting of the District Synod to the District President, who shall 
appoint a committee to examine them and to make its report to the 
District Synod. 

2. Likewise the District Synod shall, if possible, arrange District 
Conferences for its teachers. The minutes of these conferences shall 
also, in the manner just mentioned, be submitted to the District 
Synod. 
conferences above-mentioned, the pastors and teachers, if possible, 
unite into smaller conferences and mect for the purpose of discussing 
important and necessary doctrinal and practical matters. ° 

4. At all conferences such matters as conduct in office, private 
study, conditions of congregations and schools, shall be diligently 
inquired into, and the members shall frankly, in a spirit of Christian 
charity and humility, exercise supervision and discipline among 
themselves. 

C. Visitations. 


The Districts of the Synod shall elect a sufficient number of 
official visitors for their respective District, so that each parish can 
be visited at least once in three years. The visitors shall report to 
the District Presidents, and these, in turn, to the District Synods at 
their meetings. ‘The District Presidents and their representatives, the 
District Visitors, shall be empowered to convene a congregation for 
the purpose of visitation. : 


D. Rights and Duties of the District Presidents. 


l. Inasmuch as the District Presidents shall, in accordance with 
the Constitution of the Synod, supervise the doctrine, the life, and the 
official conduct of the pastors and the teachers of their District, they 
shall inquire into the prevailing religious conditions. ‘They shall, as 
often as possible, attend the conferences of pastors and teachers held 
in their District, advise the congregations of their District as to the 
calling of pastors and teachers, give counsel when requested, and 
reply to inquiries. They may call upon their visitors to assist them. 

2. If any controversy arise in a congregation or among several 
congregations, the District President shall have the right to arrange 
for a visitation wherever, in his estimation, this may be necessary, 
even if he has not been invited to do so by any congregation or 
congregations. If the District President authorizes any one to repre- 
sent him in such matters, then his representative shall be accorded 
the sume rights which the*District President has. ‘The District Synod 
shall only then take up matters of controversy when any congregation 
or congregations have made a formal request that this be done. If 
the District Synod refers such matters to a committee for the purpose 
of investigation, then the District Synod thereby transfers to such 
committee the rights given to the District President. 


E. Suspension. 
1. Inasmuch as the suspension of any members of the Synod — 
pastor, teacher, professor, or congregation — is a matter of far- 
reaching importance, the ‘District President shall not suspend any 


3. The Synod, furthermore, recommends that, in additidn to the 
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member unless the two vice-presidents and the respective visitor agree 
and sign the public notice of suspension. 

2. Before the District President publishes the suspension of any 
member in the synodical organs, he shall first notify the accused that 
he will be suspended, and that four weeks after such personal noti- 
fication public notice of suspension will be filed for publication in the 
official synodical organs. ; 

3. If the member to be suspended desires to submit his case to 
a Friendly Committee, and so notifies the President of the Synod 
hefore the four weeks of grace have expired, then the sentence of 
suspension shall not be published in the official organs until the 
Friendly Committee shall first have been given an opportunity to 
investigate and, if possible, to adjust the case. Tf the case is not 
adjusted, then the publication of the sentence of suspension in the 
synodical organs shall not be delayed longer than eight weeks from 
the time when the District President had informed the accused of his 
impending suspension. 

4. The Friendly Committee shall consist of three men. The Dis- 
trict President shall select one of its members, the accused another, 
and both shall select the third member. 

5. If the sentence of suspension has been published, the case shall 
be tried in the following mecting of the District, which shall either 
confirm the sentence of suspension and expel the accused from the 
Synod, or shall declare that the sentence of suspension has been 
unjustly imposed and shall be removed. 


F. Friendly Committee. 


A Friendly Committee may also be selected in other cases than 
those of suspension; to wit, if a member of a District appeal from 
the decision of the District President to that of the Synod. No mem- 
ber, however, shall be compelled to submit his ease to such a com- 
mittee as if it were a higher or lower court than that of the District 
President or the District Synod, but such committee shall simply be 
looked upon as a committee whose good offices may be used in order, 
if possible, to expedite the proper disposition of any case. A Friendly 


Committee shall try a case either on the basis of the submitted docu- 


ments, or in the presence of the parties involved. The committee may 
use any means or methods which are not contrary to the Word of God 
to accomplish its purpose. It is, however, contrary to the nature and 
purpose of any Friendly Committee that it be invested with special 
powers, or that its activity be restricted. 


G. Ordination, Installation, and Reception into the Synod. 


1. The District Presidents shall annually assign to the graduates 
of the respective educational institutions the calls for pastors or 
teachers which congregations of their respective Districts and Mission 
Boards have sent them. When such assignment is being made, the 
faculties of the respective educational institutions shall be consulted. 

2. Only candidates for the ministry may be duly ordained who, 
having received a legitimate call from and to a certain congregation, 
have, after previous examination, been found to be sound in the faith, 
apt to teach, and blameless in life. 

3. If the President of the respective District does not in person 
ordain a candidate for the ministry, or install a pastor, then he shall 
authorize any orthodox Lutheran pastor to do so, who shall, if pos- 
sible, request at least one of the other pastors in the neighborhood 
to assist him. The ordination or installation shall take place in the 
presence of the respective congregation, and the pastor to be ordained 
or installed shall, in accordance with a preseribed orthodox form, 
solemnly pledge himself to the symbolical books of the Lutheran 
Church. 

4. Missionaries and itinerary preachers who are not called by and 
to a certain congregation shall in like manner be inducted into oflice. 

5. Professors at Synod’s educational institutions shall in like 
manner be inducted into office by the respective District President or 
his representative. 

6. Teachers of parochial schools shall, pledging themselves to the 
symbolical books of the Lutheran Church, be publicly inducted into 
ollice by the pastor of the respective congregation, who must be 
authorized by the District President. 

7. The District President shall authorize the ordination of can- 
didates for the ministry or the installation of pastors, as also the 
installation of teachers of parochial schools, only when the applicant 
for ordination or installation shall at the same time make application, 
for membership in Synod. 

8. Pastors or teachers coming from such synods as are not recog- 
nized by us to be orthodox bodies cannot be received into membership 
nor inducted into office until the respective District Pfesident shall 
have published their names in the oflicial synodical organs. 

9. The District President shall annually revise the lists of 
pastors and teachers in the printed Annual of Synod. The names 
of such as have left the oflice of the ministry or that of a teacher in 
the parochial school, and have taken up some other calling, shall be 
removed from the register. 


H. Meetings of Districts. 

The meetings of the Districts shall be governed essentially by the 
rules and regulations adopted by the Synod, insomuch as these apply 
also to the meetings of the Districts, unless the Districts adopt their 
own rules and regulations. It is understood, however, that in the 
meetings of the Districts the District officers function, and that all 
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matters to be presented must come within the scope of the Districts’ 
work. The following special rules shall apply to the Districts: — 

1, At the opening service the President of the Synod, or one of 
the Vice-Presidents who represents him, shall preach. 

2. At the mectings of the Districts the President of the Synod, 
or the Vice-President representing him, shall report on the condition 
and the affairs of Synod (educational institutions, missions, finances, 
and so forth). 

3. At the District meetings voting power shall be given to the 
pastors and the laymen who have been sent by congregations holding 
voting membership. The pastors shall be accredited if they are in 
charge of a synodical congregation; the lay-delegates, the personnel 
of which is continually changing, shall by their congregation be given 
credentials bearing the signature of the pastor of the congregation 
and two of its officers. These credentials must, at the opening of the 
District convention, be given to the District Secretary. 

4. All members of the Synod, voting and advisory, shall regularly 
attend all the meetings of the District Synods, which meetings shall 
not extend beyond a period of six working days. Such as are com- 
pelled to be absent must present a written excuse. Whoever absents 
‘ himself without excuse shall be called to account by the District 
President and, if necessary, reprimanded. If any one absents himself 
repeatedly without excuse, the District President shall report such 
absence to the District Synod, in order that the District Synod may 
deal with the offender, and, if necessary sever synodical relations with 
him. Such members of the Synod as arrive after the opening of ses- 
sions, or leave before its close, shall present a written excuse. 


Expulsion. (Const., § 13.) 


1. Whenever a member of the Synod has, in accordance with the 
Synod’s Constitution, been expelled by a District from the synodical 
organization, the District shall have the right to ask its President 
to publish a notice of such expulsion in the synodical organs, even 
if the expelled member appeal from the decision of the District to 
that of the Synod. The whole Synod shall respect the action of the 
District and consider said member to be expelled. 

2. If a member who, in accordance with the Constitution of the 
Synod, has been expelled by a District desire to appeal from the 
decision of the District to that of Synod, he shall notify the District 
President and send his appeal to the President of the Synod. In such 
event the President shall, at the same time when the District Presi- 
dent publishes the notice of expulsion, publish a notice that an appeal 
has been made. An appeal, to be considered must be made and sent 
to the President of the Synod for publication within four weeks irom 
the date of expulsion. 

3. At its next convention the Synod shall receive the appeal and 
examine the case, and shall either confirm the sentence of expulsion, 
or, if it was not justified, set it aside. 


Changes and Additions. , (Const., § 14.) 


Changes in the By-laws and additions thereunto may be made if 
such are not contrary to the Constitution, are presented in writing to 
Synod, are separately considered and acted upon, and are passed by 
a two-thirds majority of the voting representatives. 


The Constitution, the By-laws, and all other rules and regula- 
tions of Synod apply to all members of the Synod: congregations 
having voting membership, pastors, professors, and teachers. The 
Synod expects that also such congregations as have not yet been 
received into voting membership, but which enjoy the privileges 
accorded to Synod’s congregations and are served by pastors and 
teachers holding membership in the Synod, should honor the rules 
and regulations of the Synod and be guided by them. 


Any suggestions in reference to these By-laws should, without 
deluy, be sent to ProF. L. FUEKBRINGER, 
2619 Winnebago St., St. Louis, Mo. 








New [iublications. 





Synodalbericht des Oestlichen Distrikts der Ev.-Luth. Synode 
von Missouri, Ohio und andern Staaten. 1919. Concordia 
Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, 30 ats. 


The essay-by Pastor H. Schroeder, in which he pictures the people 
and times of our day, is a striking description of present conditions 
and persons, while the treatise of Pastor E. Totzke upon “the instruc- 
tion, admonitions, and warnings of the World War” deals with that 
historical catastrophe in a Scriptural and edifying manner. There 
are those who imagine that we Christians who study the Bible pay 
too little attention to what is going on about us, and that we are 
liable to remain behind the times. ‘These essays refute this error, 
and show that our Church is keeping step with modern movements 
right up to the minute. Those who wish to have Scripture applied 
to modern conditions will find what they are looking for in these 
excellent treatises. 

This District has also decided to have an English secretary, 
one of whose duties it shall be to translate, if that is demanded, 
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any part of the a into English. It was also decided to 
hear both an English essay and a German one at the meetings, and 
that either language may be spoken on the floor of Synod. __S. 


Isaiah II. Kommentar ueber den zweiten Teil des Propheten Jesnia. 
Von Aug. Pieper. Northwestern Publishing House, Milwau- 

kee, Wis. 681 pages 7X10. Price, $4.50. , 
The venerable author of this large volume is Professor of Exe- 


. gesis in the theological seminary of the Wisconsin Synod at Wauwa- 


tosa, Wis. It is the ripe product of years of intimate acquaintance- 
ship with one of the grandest portions of Old Testament Scripture, 
the second part of Isaiah (chapters 40—66). Professor Pieper has 
read the works of every commentator of note both in German and in 
English on the Book of Isaiah, and, while he quotes little directly, has 
utilized the best thoughts of those who have gone before him. On the 
other hand, this product of his researches is, more than any written 
in recent years on the same subject, a work of marked originality and 
independent thought. The very appearance and make-up of the book 
is unusual. The text of Isaiah is subdivided into sections which are 
translated into metric lines, and the comment which follows shows 
progressively the Hebrew, text reprinted at the head of each section. 
On every page the workmanship of a trained theologian and expert 
interpreter of Scripture is evident, and the acquaintaneeship which he 
shows with the more recondite questions of Hebrew syntax is most 
profound. We need not add that this commentary is throughout the 
work of a devout and orthodox Christian thinker. This, combined 
with its fulness of detail, its thoroughness, and originality of treat- 
ment, makes Professor Pieper’s Jsaiah JJ a welcome addition to the 
library of the Lutheran pastor. You need little else on Isaiah IL if 
you have Professor Pieper’s book. 


Warum haben wir Gemeindeschulen? Beantwortet aus dem 
Munde derer, die keine haben, von 7h. Gracbner. Concordia 
Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 

This is the German translation of Tract No. 77: “Endorsements 


of the Principles Underlying the Religious Week-day School by Amer- 
ican léducators, Editors, and Statesmen.” The tract had such a phe- 


‘nomenal sale, and there were so many requests for a German trans- 


lation that the Publishing House has gotten out this German edition. 
In English it is sold for $1.35 per hundred, or $12.00 per thousand. 
In this German translation the cost is $2.75 per hundred and $25.00 
per thousand. The publishers promise to send a sample copy gratis 
and postpaid to any one who wishes to examine it. Single copies 
are sold for 5 cts., and a dozen costs 40 cts. ) 


The Proof Texts of the Catechism with a Practical Commen- 
tary. Vol.1. By A. L. Gracbner, W. HW. 7. Dau, and Louis 
Wessel. Published by the Concordia Supply Co., Concordia 
Theological Seminary, Springfield, 11]. 1920. 301 pages, 6x9. 
Price, $1.75. 

This volume reaches us just as we go to press, with a request 
to announce at once. It is a reprint of the commentary begun by 
Dr. A. Graebner in Theological Quarterly in 1898, and since con- 
tinued by Prof. Dau and Prof. Wessel. All the texts contained in 
our Synodical Catechism, from Introduction to the end of the Third 
Article, are treated in this volume. The price will be $2.00 after 
June 1. The book is of such great practical value that most of our 
pastors and teachers will desire to have it on their shelves. We limit 
our announcement to these few lines only, because a notice was re- 
quested for a review in the present issue of our paper. G. 





Misrellaneaws. 


Installations. 


Installed under authorization of the respective District 
Presidents: — 

On 2d Sunday in Lent: The Rev. Th. F. Haeuser in Bethlehem 
Church, near Creston, Cal., by Pastor G. E. Kirchner. 

_ On 4th Sunday in Lent: The Rev. G. FB. Kirchner as assistant 
pastor of St. Paul’s Church, San Francisco, Cal., by Pastor G. A. 
Bernthal. (Supersedes notice in No.8.) . 

On Ist Sunday after Haster: The Rev. A. Schultz in the con- 
gregation near Downs, Kans., by Pastor F. A. Mehl.— The Rev. Th. 
Luft in Grace Church, Angola, Ind., by Pastor R. Kretzmann. — 
The Rev. H. C. Messerli in the church at Kennewick, Wash. by Pas- 
tor P. Schmidt. — The Rev. W. H. Meier in St. John’s Church Grand- 
cae” are by Ase! G. II. Hentschel. , 

n April 13th: The Rev. Ernst F. Mueller in Zion 
Luis Obispo, Cal., by Pastor G. E. Kirchner. ne, Sim 

On 2d Sunday after Easter: The Rev. F. W. Schuermann in 
St. Peter’s Church, Indianapolis, Ind., by Pastor J. D. Matthius. — 
The Itev. M. 0. Mueller as assistant pastor of Salem Church, Forest 
Green, Mo., by Pastor A. W. Mueller. — The Rev. If. Zagel in’ Trinit, 
Church, Deer Creek Tp., Iowa, by Pastor C. H. Seltz.— The Reo. 
P, Lindemann in Redeemer Church, St. Paul, Minn., by Pastor W. 
Moenkemoeller. : 

On 3d Sunday after Easter: The Mev. 0. J. Steyer in St. Mat- 
thew’s Church, Westficld, Tex., by Pastor O. H. A. Hoemann, ~ 
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Installed as teachers of parochial schools: — 
On Ist Sunday after Easter: T'cacher A. F. Etlers as teacher 
of the second class of the school of St. John’s Church, La Grange, Ll., 
by Pastor A. Ullrich. 
On 2d Sunday after Easter: Teacher H. Stelter as teacher of the 
school of ‘Trinity Church, Crete, LIl., by Pastor C. A. Wacch. 





Pastoral Conferences. 


The Twin Falls Local Conference will meet, D. v., May 28 at 
Twin Falls, Idaho (Rev. Gihring, pastor). Services on the evening 
of May 27. Confessional address (English): Revs. Dannenfeldt, 
Fisher. Sermon: Revs. Schulze, Bernthal. Essays: Rev. Gihring: 
1Tim.1,11f. Rev. Schulze: “Christian Science.” Announcements 
to be made to Rev. Gilring. H. C. ScituLze, Sec. 

The Pastoral Conference of the Minnesota District will meet, 
D.v., June 3 to 8 at Claremont, Minn. (Rev. C. F. Malkow, pastor). 
Papers and essays: Exegesis on Rom. 14: Prof. A. Schlueter. Does 
the History of Cain and Abel Convey the Same Teaching as What 
St. Paul Teaches Rom. 3, 287 Rev. KE. Ulbricht. Are Sheol, Hades, 
Gehenna Always to be Understood in the Meaning of Hell? Rev. 
E. T. Heyne. Pension System: Rev. P. F. Koehneke. What Must 
Be Our Attitude with Regard to the Socialistic Tendencies in Our 
Country? Rev. O. Cloeter. Sermon on Our Schools: Rev. E. P. Ross 
(Rev. G. S. Mundinger). Sunday sermon: Rev. O. Cloecter (Rev. 
C. A. Affeldt). Pastoral sermon: Kev. W. Schneider (Rev. Is. Polster). 
Confessional address: Rev. J. H. Kleweno (Rev. W. L. Ernst). Re- 
ports from the mission-field on Sunday afternoon. Visitors to con- 
ference will be received on June 2 at Claremont only. Trains arrive 
at Claremont from the west at 7.45 a.M., 3.15 and 6.37 p.M.; from 
the east, 7.45 and 10.29 a. M., and 5.29 P.M. From the Twin Cities, 
take either the Milwaukee or the Rock Island to Owatonna, Minn. 
Train on the Milwaukee arrives in Owatonna at 6.10 P.M.; on the 
Rock Island, 5.25 p.m. Rock Island and Northwestern stations are 
a few blocks apart. ‘Trains of Milwaukee and Northwestern arrive 
at same station. Northwestern train for Claremont leaves Owatonna 
6.10 ve. M.— Notification of attendance should be made to resident 
pastor, Rev. C. F. Malkow, by May 23. Specify with which train 
you will arrive. Be sure to state whether you come by automobile. 

H. MEYER, Pres. 

The Conference of the State of Kansas announced for June 10 
to 14 has been postponed, and will meet, D. v., August 19 to 23 at 
Shady Brook, Kans. P. PENNEKAMP, Sec. 


Change of Announcements for Delegate Synod at Detroit. 


The opening service will be held in St. Andrew’s Church, cor. 
Trumbull and Baker, the Rev. E. C. Fackler, pastor. All delegates 
on the East side, excepting those- taking the Baker car, must trans- 
fer to Michigan or Baker car going West, and get off on Trumbull 
Ave. Those taking a Michigan car must walk two full blocks to 
their left, or South; those taking a Baker car will be right at the 
church when getting off at Trumbull Ave. The Baker car is the 
only one that crosses Woodward Ave. down town. 

The sessions of Synod will be held in the Harmonie Hall, cor. 
Grand River Ave., E., and Center St. Directions to find the hall 
will be given in the opening service and by printed matter sent the 
delegates. At noon a good business man’s luncheon will be served 
free of cost to delegates and such as must come in behalf of Synod. 
Guests will be required to purchase tickets at 50 cents per meal. 

All mail for Synod and delegates must be addressed, c.o. Har- 
monie Hall, Grand River Ave., E., and Center St., Detroit, Mich. 

Rev. R. SMUKAL, $88 Meldrum Ave., Detroit, Mich. 


To the District Boards of Home Mission. 


According to a resolution passed by Delegate Synod 1917 in- 
structing the General Board of Home Mission to call a meeting of 
representatives of all District Home Mission Boards, on the day 
previous to the opening of the Delegate Synod, with a representative 
of the Church Extension Board of General Synod, the General Board 
of Home Mission herewith requests all District Home Mission Boards 
to elect such representatives for this meeting and send their names 
to the undersigned before June 1. These representatives will then 
be advised as to time and location of the mecting. 

The topics of discussion will be: 1. The plan of the Mission 
Board of Minnesota in regard to the appointment of General Field 
Secretaries. 2. Extension and uniform system of our mission-work. 
3. Regulation of the salaries of missionaries and the raising of funds 
for the same. 4. Other questions regarding mission-work. All Dis- 
trict Mission Boards are requested to notify the undersigned with 
regard to questions and topics for discussion. 

Pursuant to a resolution of the General Home Mission Board, 
Carv F. Dietz, Sr., Chairman, 
1122 Garfield Ave., Milwaukee, Wis. 





Notice. 


Any one knowing of Lutherans living in Norfolk and Ports- 
mouth, Va., or vicinity, is kindly asked to send their names and 
addresses to the Rev. F. H. Meuschke, 600 N. Sixth St., Richmond, Va. 

Tne MISSION BOARD OF THE EASTERN DISTRICT. 
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Candidates for the Additional Professorship at Winfield. 


The following candidates have been nominated for the seventh 
professorship at St. John’s College, Winfield, Kans.: — 

Rev. P. I. Bente, by St. Paul’s Congregation of Coffeyville, Kans. 

Rev. W. If. Bewie, by St. Paul’s Congregation of Austin, Tex; by 
St. Paul’s Congregation of Wichita Falls, Tex.; by Trinity 
Congregation of lowa Park, Tex. 

Prof. we Dittmer, Ph. D., by St. Peter’s Congregation qf Holyrood, 
\ans. : 

Prof. O. B. Harstad, by Immanuel Congregation of Hepler, Kans.; 
by Immanuel Congregation of Minneapolis, Minn. 

Rey. Th. H. Juengel, by Trinity Church of Atchison, Kans. 

Rev. C. H. Kenreich, by Pilgrim Church of Lakewood, O.; by Zion 
Congregation of Geneva, N. Y. 

Prof, A. Is. Kunzmann, by St. John’s Congregation of Blackwell, Okla. 

Rev. O. W. H. Lindemeyer, by St. Martin’s Congregation of Winfield, 
Banas by St. Paul’s and Immanuel Congregation near Mer- 
rill, Wis. 

Rey. It. A. Nauss, by St. Paul’s Congregation at Loon Lake, Minn. 

Rev. W. D. Peters, by Grace Church of St. Louis, Mo. 

Rev. M. Stoeppelwerth, by Christ Church of Oak Park, IIl.; by St. 
Peter’s Congregation of Mishawaka, Ind.; by Trinity Con- 
gregation of Idwardsville, Il. é 

Prof. W. Wente, A. M., by Zion Congregation of Independence, Kans. 


Communications relating to these candidates, commendatory or 
otherwise, should be in the hands of the undersigned within three 
weeks of publication of this notice. Rey. R. MIESSLEB, 


303 S. Tenth St., Independence, Kans. 


Some of Synod’s Treasuries. 


(April 30, 1920.) Deficit. Balance. 

SYROTION) CEVORSULY cewisannowmiei + 4 2s vee $ 3448.31 
Parranis id, ies: ss eaacanwens bs ee cna $ 20907.96 

Building in Concordia ............0000- 12960.99 
Cline BNSSIOW cos 5 3 4 ¢ eewmwnews 56 5 4 8 4 ORES 4018.34 
Church Extension Fund ..............02085 12123.36 
Deat-muté DLISsion as «i dsasees ses ss ss cccees 5828.85 
European MIgsionss a. « « csewswsieine sn 6» eimecmer 7135.66 
Foreign, Mission swws acs s deenwewnsee sos cee 577.58 | ‘ 

DIGUBEAIN, FECEPCNG ew + oeanmoncemmnnon & 0 x ecm 1874.34 
Foreign-tongue Mission ................- re 511.53 
PUORE UNOITE sictessusine’ ais. x: weer smmcmncacuonrtaben 4. en 4744.25 
immigrant Mission ss 6 «+ t.0<4sepwwwunes ss 04 1959.11 
BREEEI A GIR LOL, vwercececchpion teste 2x & wand dnemnannsarmisoniecd #8 6259.85 

Indian Mission Building ............... 5819.15 
South American Mission... ..........0.ese0 17836.26 - 
Board of Support ....... See TT ee 4802.89 


E. SEUEL, Gen. Treas. 





Treasurers’ Reports. 


ENGLISH DISTRICT. 


Mission. — Congregations: Mount Olive, Milwaukee, $500.00; 
Pilgrim, St. Louis, 200.00; Bethel, Catawba Co., N. C., 27.00; Our 
Savior, Cincinnati, 60.65; Concordia, Conover, N.C., 70.00; Mount 
Calvary, St. Louis, 71.50; Redeemer, Irvington, Baltimore, Md., 
100.56; Our Savior, Brooklyn, 24.24; Trinity, Grantwood, N. J., 
17.00; Hope, Grand Rapids, Mich., 10.00; Our Redeemer, St. Louis, 
93.81; Concordia, Akron, O., 50.00; St. Andrew’s, Pittsburgh, 50.00. 
Sunday-schools: Layton Park, Milwaukee, 25.00; Grace, Dormont, 
Pittsburgh, 20.00; I*aith, Milwaukee, 44.00; Redeemer, North Tona- 
wanda, N.Y., 5.43. Southeastern Conference, through Rev. C. Kuegele, 
Hickory, N.C., 14.11. — Total, $1,383.30. 

Synodical ‘'reasury. — Congregations: Pilgrim, St. Louis, 
$100.00; Our Redeemer, Chicago, 20.00; Salem, Springdale, Ark., 
6.61; Concordia, Conover, N.C., 60.00; Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 
105.05; Redeemer, Irvington, Baltimore, 41.00; Our Savior, Brook- 
lyn, 7.08; Hope, Grand Rapids, Mich., 5.00; Our Redeemer, St. Louis, 
28.47; Concordia, Akron, O., 100.00; St. Andrew’s, Pittsburgh, 35.00. 
Southeastern Conference, through Rev. C. Kuegele, Hickory, N. C., 
16.78. — Total, $524.99. 

Synodical Building Fund, — Congregations: Concordia, Conover, 
N.C., $10.00; Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 8.95; Concordia, Akron, O., 
50.00. — T'otal, $68.95. ; 

Church Extension I’und. — Congregations: Mount Olive, Mil- 
waukee, $98.17; Concordia, Conover, N. C., 20.00; Our Savior, Brook- 
lyn, 7.08; St. Andrew’s, Rittsburgh, 15.00. — Total, $140.25. 

American Lutheran Board for Relief in Europe.— Church of 
the Redeemer, Irvington, Baltimore, $2.00. 

American Lutheran Publicity Bureau. — Layton Park Sunday- 
school, Milwaukee, $10.00. 

Board of Support. — Congregations: Pilgrim, St. Louis, $50.00; 
Emmanuel, Conway, Mo., 15.00; Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 14.30; 
Redeemer, Irvington, Baltimore, 33.00; Our Savior, Brooklyn, 7.08; 
St. Andrew’s, Pittsburgh, 35.00. — 7'otal, $154.38. 

Mission in Brazil. — Mount Calvary Church, St. Louis, $5.35. 

Mission in China. — Mount Calvary Church, St. Louis, $5.35. 

Deaf-mute Mission. — Sunday-school, Church of the Redeemer, 
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North Tonawanda, N. Y¥., $2.00. 
3.55. — Total, $5.55. 

__ Foreign Mission. — Congregations: Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 
$5.35; Our Redeemer, St. Louis, 18.76. — Total, $24.11. 
‘s : ange Missions. — Mount Calvary Church, St. Louis, 
_ General Home Mission.— Congregations: Concordia, Conover, 
N.C., $20.00; Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 7.15; Redeemer, Irvington, 
Baltimore, 15.00; Our Savior, Brooklyn, 3.54.— Total, $45.69. 

Lmtian Mission. —Sunday-scliool, Church of the Redeemer, North 
Tonawanda, N. Y., $1.10. Congregations: Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 
1.80; Our Savior, Brooklyn, 3.54. —~ Total, $6.44. 

Ministerial Education Fund. — Congregations: Mount Olive, Mil- 
waukee, $77.73; Our Savior, Brooklyn, 7.08; St. Andrew’s, Pitts- 
burgh, 75.00. Layton Park Sunday-school, Milwaukee, 25.00. South- 
eastern Conference, through Rev. C. Kuegele, Hickory, N. C., 7.00. — 
Total, $191.81. 

Negro Mission. — Congregations: Pilgrim, St. Louis, $25.00; 
Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 12.50; Our Redeemer, St. Louis, : 12.51; 
St. Andrew’s, Pittsburgh, 21.15. Sunday-school, Church of the Re- 
deemer, North Tonawanda, N. Y., 6.00. — Tolal, $77.16. 

Indigent Students. — Congregations: Concordia, Conover, N.C, 
$20.00; Mount Calvary, St. Louis, $.95; Our Redeemer, St.. Louis, 
25.00. — Total, $33.95. 

City Alission in Mihoaukee, Wis. — Layton Park Sunday-school, 
Milwaukee, $10.00. 

Home for Fecble-minded and Epileptics, Waterlown, Wis. — 
Mount Calvary Church, St. Louis, $1.80. Sunday-school, Christ 
Church, Webster Groves, Mo., 15.00; from Ladies’ Aid Society, 5.00. 
— Total, $21.80. 

City Mission in St. Louis, Mo.— Congregations in St. Louis: 
Mount Calvary, $19.90; Our Redeemer, 31.27; Pilgrim, 15.00. — 
T'otal, $66.17. 

Orphan Home at Des Peres, Mo.— Mount Calvary Church, St. 
Louis, $8.95. . 

Holy Cross School, St. Louis, Mo.— Church of Our Redeemer, 
St. Louis, $120.00. 


Lutheran Home for the Aged at St. Louis, Mo.— Mount Calvary 
Church, St. Louis, $1.80. 


Lutheran Home-finding Society of Missouri. — Mount Calvary 
Church, St. Louis, $1.80. GRAND ToTaAL: $2,931.60. 
May 3, 1920. Cus. H. Derre, Treas., 
3935 Greer Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


Mount Calvary Church, St. Louis, 








Lutheran Laymen’s League $3,000,000.00 
Endowment Fund. 
Watch it. grow. 





May |, 1920: $2,051,498.93. 









—$3,000,000.00 
— 2,800,000.00 
— 2,600,000.00 
— 2,400,000.00 
2,200,000.00 
April 17, 1920 2,000,000.00 


Nov. 11, 1919 1,800,000.00 


Aug. 6, 1919 1,600,000.00 
‘June 18, 1919 1,400,000.00 
May 18, 1919 1,200,000.00 
May 7, 1919 1,000,000.00 
April 29, 1919 800,000.00 
April 21, 1919 600,000.00 
April 15, 1919 400,000.00 
April 8, 1919 200,000.00 
March 80, 1919 0.00 


Send all contributions to Mr. Fred ©. Pritzlaff, 730 First Wis- 
eonsin National Bank Bldg., Milwaukee, Wis. 
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Acknowledgments. 


Received for designated studenis: From Miss Clara Kuegele, 
tichmond, Va., $100.00; from Mrs. Bertha Quade, Ifunter, Kans., 
10.00. God's blessing to the donors! A.W. Meyer, Winfield, Kans. 


The L. L. L. gratefully acknowledges the receipt of a contribution 
of $5.00 for our Permanent Endowment Fund from “A Lutheran” of 
San Francisco, Cal., and 1.00 from “A Friend” of Vermilion, O. 

Freep C, Prirzvrarr, L. L. L. Treas., 
730 First Wisconsin National Bank Bldg., 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


Catalog Prices Advanced. 


We regret to announce that a new scale of prices applying on 
our books went into effect on May 1. <A copy of the new scale was 
mailed to the owners of our Catalog. The advance ranges between 
10% and 20%, averaging about 14%. Prices of publications not 
our own are fixed by the respective publishers. All prices, also our 
own, are subject to further change without notice. 


ConcorDIA PuBLisniIna House, 
St. Louis, Mo. 


The Paper Shortage. 


Owing to the shortage of paper, which affects us most severely 
with regard to the Lutheraner and WiTNEss (also our Sunday-school 
publications), we may be compelled to reduce the number of pages to 
eight or even four, —if the worst does not happen, é.¢., our being 
obliged to temporarily suspend publication of these two periodicals 
and the Sunday-school series. Paper shipments have been promised 
us, but under present conditions we are not sure of anything. ‘There- 
fore we deem it not amiss to publish this notice. 

ConxcorprA PuniisirNne House, 
St. Louis, Mo. 





Change of Addresses. 


Rev. A. Betz, Croff, N. Dak. 
Rev. V. Th. Destinon, P. em., Shawano, Wis. 
Rev. C. IF. Drewes, 3723 Vista Pl., St. Louis, Mo. 
, Rev. O. F. Engelbrecht, 429 Beverley Rd., Milwaukee, Wis. 
Rev. R. Filter, Golden Valley, N. Dak. 
Rev. W. H. Gehrke, Montgomery City, Mo. 
Rev. Ek. K. Hartenberger, 1178 Ave. A, Beaumont, Tex. 
Rey. J. H. IF’. Hoyer, P. em., Sylvan Grove, Kans. 
Rey. R. Hudtloff, 206 Center St., Stevens Point, Wis. 
Rev. G. O. Kramer, Darragueira, Prov. Buenos Aires, F.C. P.y.S., 
Argentine, 8. America. 
Rev. G. H. Liepke, Lutheran Children’s Home, 1203 Tenth St., 
Bay City, Mich. ‘ 
Rey. A. F. Lindenmeyer, 51S Maryland Ave., Oakmont, Pa. 
Rev. O. H. Lottes, New Rockford, N. Dak. 
Rey. I. L. Mahnken, R.1, Effingham, Il. 
Rev. R. Malotky, Pearson Route, Deerbrook, Wis. 
Rev. Christian Merkel, 314 Van Buren St., Dundee, IIl. 
Rev. Hy. C. Messerli, Kennewick, Wash. ‘ 
Rev. A. H. Mette, Ijuhy, Linha 27, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil, 
S. America. ' ' 
Rev. G. Rademacher, P. em., 105 Fox St., Buffalo, N. Y. 
Rev. W. G. Ruehle, 146 N. Grifin Ave., Los Angeles, Cal. 
Rev. P. Schelp, Avenida Brazil, No. 86, Porto Alegre, Rio Grande 
do Sul, Brazil, S. America. 
Rev. I. F. Sehmidt, Posen, Mich. / 
Rey. A. Wenzel, Wewahitehka, Fla. 
A. J. Binneboese, Sauk Rapids, Minn. 
H. F. Bode, 7 Rayhorn St., Freeport, Il. 
IF, i. Palm, 1008 Latty St., Defiance, O. 
lt. Schultz,.112 Payne St., Houston, Tex. 
i. G. Warmann, 5205 W. 24th St., Cieero, Ill. 
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A Lesson in ‘‘Civics.”’ 


Words of Luther for Our Own Day. Translated for the 
“Tutheran Witness” by the Rev. Prof. Th. Engelder, 
Springfield, Ill. 

God standeth in the congregation of God; He judgeth 
among the gods (R. V.).— Ps. 82, 1. 

The psalm proclaims the rulers as gods and will not 
have it denied; it does not stand for rebellion or any 
weakening of their authority and lowering of their dignity ; 
it does not side with the lawless and seditious element nor 
with the mad saints, the heretics and fanatics. But it does 
sharply distinguish between God’s authority and theirs. It 
recognizes them as gods over men, but not over God Himself. 
It tells them: Ye are indeed gods over us all, but not over 
Him who is God over us all. For when God appointed you 
gods, He certainly excepted Himself and did not subordinate 
His divinity to yours. He did not abdicate when He created 
your divine office. He will remain God over all, the Judge 
over all gods. 

Now Moses calls them gods for the reason that all the 
officers of civil government, from the least to the highest, are 
God’s ordinance, as St. Paul declares, Rom. 13, 1: “The 
powers that be are ordained of God.” And King J ehosha- 
phat tells his judges: “Take heed what ye do; for ye judge 
not for man, but for the Lord,” 2 Chron. 19,6. Since, then, 
government is not a contrivance of human wisdom, but a 
divine institution, ordained and upheld by God, so much 
so that, if He did not support it, it could not endure, though 
all men supported it, it is rightfully called a divine thing, 
a divine ordinance, and the magistrates are also rightfully 
called divine persons, gods... . 

This clearly shows with what high honor and glory God 
has invested the government; He requires us to obey, fear, 
and honor the magistrates as His representatives, as God 
Himself. For who would dare resist, disobey, and despise 
those on whom God bestows His own name, calling them 
gods and clothing them with His own honor? Do you not 
know that, if you depise, disobey, and resist them, by that 
very act you despise, disobey, and resist the very Lord Him- 
self, the Supreme Ruler, who is with them, speaks and judges 
through them, and makes their judgment His judgment? 
The fatal consequerices of such conduct are pointed out by 
St. Paul, Rom. 13,2: “They that resist shall receive to them- 
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selves condemnation,” a statement which every page of his- 
tory corroborates. 

God’s purpose in all this is to establish and preserve 
peace among the children of Adam for their own good, as 
St. Paul says, Rom. 13,4: “He is the minister of God to 
thee. for good.” For when government or the respect due 
to it fails, peace cannot endure; and when peace departs, 
there goes with it men’s living; thievery, robbery, oppression, 
violence, and crimes abound, property and life are no longer 
safe. And much less will there be room for the preaching 
of God’s Word and the rearing of the children to a God- 
fearing and virtuous life. But God will not have this world 
a chaos; He ereated this earth to be the home of mankind, - 
to be tilled and filled by men, as Gen. 1, 26.28 shows; and 
since this cannot obtain unless peace prevails, the Creator 
is constrained, in order to preserve His creation, work, and 
established order, to establish and uphold government; to 
commit the sword and the law to it; to have it punish and 
put to death the disobedient as men who strive against God 


‘and His ordinance and are not fit to live....., 


That is the meaning of this verse: Let no man presume 
to judge the gods, to reproach and reprimand them, but let 
him be quiet and peaceable, let him obey and suffer. On 
the other hand, the gods must not hold the people in con- 
tempt nor tyrannize over them; for ‘being gods-over the 
people and lords over the congregation does not mean that 
they wield the supreme authority and necd not consult any 
will but their own. No, indeed! For there is the Lord 
Himself, and He will judge, reproach, and reprimand them ; 
if they refuse Him obedience, they shall not escape. “He 
standeth in His congregation” —for it belongs to Him, too; 
then again: “He judgeth the gods’—for they belong to 
‘Hith, 106... « « ; 

Observe that every congregation, every body politic is 
called a congregation of God, which means that He is the 
Lord of it and stands back of it as being His own creation. 
Thus also Nineveh is called a city of God, Jonah 3,3. Yor 
He has created all commonwealths, and still creates and estab- 
lishes them; He feeds, expands, prospers, and preserves 
them, gives them acres, meadows, cattle, water, air, the sun, 
and the moon, and all they have, aye, life and being; sce 
Gen. 1,29. For what have we and al] men that we do not 
daily receive of Him? 
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But though men might know this from observation, they 
need to be told it in so many words. And so the psalm 
makes public proclamation of the glorious truth that the 
commonwealths are God’s. For reason, mad in its wisdom, 
and all philosophers cannot conceive that all bodies politic 
are God’s creation and ordinance, but make no doubt that 
states just happen to plump into existence, just as murderers, 
robbers, and other gangs (which are Satan’s congregations) 
unite for the purpose of disturbing the peace end inter- 
fering with God’s ordinances. Only the believers, who have 
learned the article of creation from Gen. 1, believe it, albeit 
not so firmly as they should, while the thoughts of many 
of them ever run contrary to it. But David is firmly per- 
suaded of it and says, Ps. 24,1.2: “The carth is the Lord’s 
and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell 
therein. For He hath founded it upon the seas and estab- 
lished it upon the floods.” And his son Solomon, Ps. 127, 1: 
“Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that 
build it; except the Lord keep the city, the watchman 
waketh but in vain.” How much insight in heavenly things 
do you, then, suppose the world’s sages have, sceing they 
have no insight in the daily affairs of this life? 

(V, 699—702.) 


The Eli Fathers of the Present Age. 


God said to Samuel concerning Eli, the ancient priest 
of Israel, 1Sam. 3,13, “For I have told him that I will 
judge his house forever for the iniquity which he knoweth, 
because his sons made themselves vile, and he restrained 
them not.” Eli knew that his sons were living lewd and 
licentious lives, and still he did not restrain them, and for 
this reason he was severely chastised. 


What is the actual meaning of “He restrained them . 


not”? The Revised Version translates these words: “he 
frowned not upon them.” It is true, he reasoned and expos- 
tulated with them, and gently reproved them. But this was 
not enough. The sins of his sons were flagrant and called for 
stronger measures. He should have rebuked them very 
sharply by exerting his authority and by putting these sons 
of Belial out of the priesthood. But, no! he was too indul- 
gent, he was too fond, he was criminally weak, and this 
caused his neglect of parental duty. 

What is the consequence? God’s righteous anger always 
is kindled, burning fiercely against parents who neglect their 
duty towards their children. ‘The consequence was that the 
sons were killed, the ark was taken, “and when Eli heard 
that the ark of God was taken, he fell off from his seat, 
backward, by the side of the gate, and his neck brake, and 
he died, for he was an old man, and heavy.” 

An investigation of the conditions of the homes of our 
American families — Christian families not excepted — will 
reveal that there are many Eli fathers who indulge their 
sons and daughters in open folly. ‘The Bible declares that 
disobedience to parents and overthrow of authority and dis- 
cipline in the family will be one of the outstanding features 
or marked characteristics of the last days before the Judg- 
ment. We are seeing such conditions prevailing in our days. 
The “perilous times” have come, and if we look for the 
source of this evil in the world, we may directly trace it 
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to the responsibility of Eli fathers who neglected their 
parental duty. 

These dreadful conditions in the world will grow in the 
same measure as religious training will vanish. If a young 
girl who has had no thorough religious training marries and 
becomes a mother, she will be deficient in the matter of 
sound judgment, she does not know the first principles of 
religious training laid down in Scripture, and will, therefore, 
be incapable to educate her offspring, and the father, who | 
is the head of the family and king in his own household, 
often shirks his duties, excusing himself with his business 
affairs. ‘They often follow the example of the Shunammite 
father, who, when in the field with his reapers, was implored 
to care for his little boy, who came to him sick and crying, 
“My head!” His reply was: “Carry him to his mother.” 
He thought he was too busy to attend to such trifling maiters. 
In like manner, too many fathers at the present day neglect 
their children, simply turning them over to the care of the 
mother. 

Abraham did not act like that. Of him the Almighty 
says: “I know him, that he will command his children, and 
his household after him, and they shall keep the way of 
the Lord.” | 

Parents should be taught to restrain their children from 
indulging in evil passions of every description. Often petted 
and spoiled children may be seen raging with angry passions 
and even treating with indignity those who gave birth to 
them. If ever parental authority should be exercised and 
the rod of correction should be used, this is the time; for 
indulgence of violent passions has proved the ruin of many. 

Parents should realize that their children are immortal 
beings. ‘Their souls will outlive the splendor of the sun 
and the luster of all the stars which decorate the lofty arch 
of heaven. ‘Their souls will live forever; and that either in 
happiness or in misery, either as angels of light or spirits 
of darkness; and to the parents, more than to any other 
person in the world, is committed the power and the duty 
of leading the child to its Savior. The parents are the pilot 
that must direct the course of the child’s life, and the guide 
who must point out the right path according to God’s word: 
“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he 
is old, he will not depart from it.” Experience teaches that 
the impressions received in early youth are most enduring, 
and the earliest impressions a child receives from its parents 
are seldom blotted out. How pitiable, therefore, is the case 
of such children whose parents do not restrain them from 
wickedness, nor show them the way of righteousness! | 

Oh, what an enormous responsibility rests upon all 
fathers and mothers! How will they account for their chil- 
dren if they are like Eli, simply a joke to their children, 
if they do nothing more than wink at their evil deeds? If 
they do not even frown upon their sons and daughters, they 
will bring the wrath of God upon themselves and their chil- 
dren because of their tolerance of evil. And if we Lutherans 
allow these conditions to enter into our families, and then 
do not even care for the youth in a Christian day-school, 
what will the next generation be? A terrible reaction is 
certain to come in this country and in our Church if the 
family institution and the training in the Christian day- 
school continues to be ignored as it now is by many. 

Oak Park, Il. W. C. Koun. 
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Money-Mad. 


I 

There is a wide-spread sentiment that our nation is 
rushing headlong into economic and financial disaster. Lead- 
ing economists and financial experts agree that the present 
upward trend of wages, the colossal profiteering by corpora- 
tious, and the orgy of spending on luxuries in which Ameri- 
cans of all classes are indulging, cannot continue much longer 
without endangering the very foundations of business and 
social life. Hardly a day passes but some conference of 
bankers, some convention of manufacturers, or a committee 
of Congress sounds a note of warning that these conditions 
must end in catastrophe. Plans are suggested, even to the 
invoking of the powers of government, to check the manu- 
facture of luxuries and limit the excessive profit-taking of 
corporations. But while these plans are being discussed in 
the daily press, the wealthy continue to receive huge stock- 
dividends, the workingman continues to demand more wages, 
and the feverish, frenzied striving for wealth and reckless 
spending of money on non-essentials show no abatement. 


It is not the business of this paper, nor do the editors 
feel themselves competent, to point out a solution for this 
grave situation to our economists and statesmen. ‘The Church 
has only one commission — to bear witness to that which the 
Spirit has spoken in days of old through the prophets and 
evangelists. ‘The worldly-minded will not heed, and he that 
is godless will be godless still, but he that is godly will 
hear, and heed, and receive blessings for this and the 
future life. 

Let us, then, first note that, despite all this prevalent 
misuse of money, money is not, in itself, evil, nor is the 
getting of money nor the possession of wealth in itself evil. 
It is not wrong to be rich. We know that Abraham would 
have been rated in our days a millionaire. David’s wealth 
was a gift of God bestowed on him whom He called Jedidiah, 
His beloved. Joseph of Arimathea was a wealthy man, and 


' in the congregations served by Timothy there were persons 
.“rich in this world.” Iiven so to-day there are many Chris- 


tians who possesS considerable wealth. Many of us have 
grown rich in the past few years. Many have had wealth 
literally forced upon them. Business houses have been 
flooded with orders, and many a small manufacturer has 
become the equal in wealth of his former leaders in business. 
Farmers have doubled and tripled their wealth. Laboring 


men are receiving higher wages than were ever paid in the 


history of our country. And the Christian manufacturer, 
investor, farmer, and laboring man have had their share in 
this prosperity. Let us who have not been sharers in it, 
suppress every sentiment of envy,—we can do it, by the 
grace of God,—and above all, let us beware of the two 
extremes of cither supporting certain sinister movements 
which are directed against the divine right of holding prop- 
erty, or of seeking by unlawful means, or even by lawful 
means, to win, at the cost of the things of the Spirit, 
a station among the rich. At this time, as never before in 
the present generation, all Christians must remember that 
covetousness is a heinous, a damnable sin;° that Christian 
faith and the love of riches cannot dwell in the same heart; 
that you cannot serve God and Mammon. [I shall here print 
out a few Bible-texts which the reader is asked not to “skip,” 


but to read slowly, that their import may sink into his 
heart: — 

“Take heed and beware of covetousness; for a man’s 
life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which 
he possesseth.” Luke 12, 15. 

“The wicked boasteth of his heart’s desire, and blesseth 
the covetous whom the Lord abhorreth.” Ps. 10, 3. 

“If riches increase, set not your heart upon them.” Ps. 
62, 10. 

“He that hateth covetousness shall prolong his days.” 
Prov. 28, 16. 

“Godliness with contentment is great gain. For we 
brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can 
carry nothing out. And having food and raiment, let us 
be therewith content. But they that will be rich fall into 
temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful 
lusts, which drown men in destruction and perdition. For 
the love of money is the root of all evil; which, while 
some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and 
pierced themselves through with many sorrows. But thou, 
O man of God, flee these things; and follow after righteous- 
ness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness.” 1 Tim. 6, 
6—11. 

“Let your conversation [mode of life] be without covet- 
ousness, and be content with such things as ye have; for 
He hath said: I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.” 
Heb. 13, 5. 

“Seek ye first the kingdom of God and His righteous- 
ness, and all these things shall be added unto you.” Matt. 
6, 33. 

How, in view of these texts, clear as the sunlight, can 
a Christian permit his heart to be filled with the spirit of 
gain? Yet how easily is a Christian led into the prevalent 
mode of thinking on the subject of money and the spending 
of money! My neighbor has a player-piano, shall I be con- 
tent with the old-fashioned instrument in my parlor? He 
has an automobile, shall my family ride in the street-car? 
Or shall I ride in the old Ford when my neighbor has 
a Pierce-Arrow? His wife and daughters are dressed in 
Chinese silks, shall mine be clothed in simpler gowns? Why 
shall J not wear. twenty-dollar shoes like the man at the 
next desk? Am I not entitled to silk shirts and diamond- 
studded cuff-links? So the germ of covetousness rages in 
the veins. Not that limousines, and silk gowns, and ex- 
pensive shoes, and diamonds, and victrolas, and stocks and . 
bonds may not be owned by Christians. But let the coveting 
of these things, the lust of spending, the desire for more 
and more and yet more of the good things of life once take 
lodging in the heart of man or woman, and their faith dies, 
the Holy Spirit departs, and what remains of churchgoing 
and prayers and church activity becomes an empty form, — 
the good seed has fallen among the thorns, and dies. Be- 
ware, beware! Eternal life is at stake. You cannot serve 


God and Mammon. You cannot put the screws on trade as 


a merchant, you cannot be a rent-hog, or demand wages in 
excess of service rendered, and you cannot, however your 
money is gained, indulge in the present craze for luxuries, 
without sacrificing Christian habits of thought, peace of con- 
science, and the life in God. 

Has there ever been a time in which Christians ought 
to be more regular and more attentive churchgoers, more 
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frequent and earnest in prayer, than at the present? Neglect 
the Word of God and prayer, and you will surely be engulfed 
in covetousness. ‘The infection is in the air, all conversation 
is tainted with it. Flee from Babel! Not physically, but 
by keeping your heart unspotted from the world. ‘The Word 
of God alone can be of avail here. Hear the Word preached, 
read it at home, and you will learn the momentous truth 
that there is only one cure for covetousness, and that is the 
spirit of sacrifice. And here let me point out another very 
important truth. It is this: He who has the spirit of sacrifice 
will never lack sufficient of this world’s goods; and he who 
has this spirit, alone will enjoy what he has, be it much or 
little. Consider this a minute. 

Are you of the class which suffers under the present 

. high cost of living? Does your salary barely suftice for 
necessities? ‘Then take my word for it: All your worries 
will be at an end once you cultivate the spirit of sacrifice. 
This, to the ungodly, and maybe to some Christians who 
have not tried it out, will sound like mockery and rank 
absurdity. I say only, try it. If you find it difficult to 
provide food, clothing, and shelter for your family, make 
up your mind to give generously to the Kingdom of God, 
to give in the spirit of sacrifice. Do not say that simple 
arithmetic tells you you cannot increase your gifts for church, 
school, mission. Believe those who have tried it under like 
conditions. Trust in God. Accept His promises at face 
value. Read the Lord’s own words in Mark 10, 2S—30. And 
if you are in particularly dire straits, then give very liberally, 
give one-tenth of your income, if-you have the faith. Ask 
those who have done it when they were poor, and are doing it. 
Is there one that has not prospered? 

Or are you of the class that has reaped the benefit of 
present conditions? Have you gathered wealth? Only in- 
asmuch as you have the spirit of sacrifice, will you enjoy 
your riches. Consider that all you have is held by you in 
trust for the Kingdom of God. Not a part, not one-tenth, 
but all. Use it so, and you will know the joy of béing wealthy. 
I am quoting those who have so employed their wealth; 
I might mention names. ‘Rich men I know, Lutherans and 
non-Lutherans, who have driven out the spirit of covetous- 
ness through the spirit of sacrifice, grounded in Christian 
faith (there is no other way). We are apt to say that 
a minister must, of course, be endowed with this quality; 
he must regard all that he has only as a means of serving 
His heavenly Master. But tell me, friend, where in the Bible 
do you find a single verse placing upon the preacher a greater 
obligation of sacrifice than upon the Christian believer gen- 
erally? You read about missionaries serving gladly for a 
small salary out in Canada, or down in Brazil, and you 
think: That is splendid, that shows the right spirit, that’s 
the kind of minister God wants! But where do you get the 
notion that God wants any other kind of layman? Your 
ALL belongs to Him. Use it in that spirit, and you will 
not only stand firm against temptations unto unlawful gain, 
—since you will not desire to serve God with possessions 
which He must abhor,— but you will enjoy, truly enjoy, 
the abundance which you possess. The spirit of covetousness 
is strong to-day, strong with the strength of hell. - But the 

‘spirit of sacrifice is stronger, being grounded in faith, and 
charity, and hope, through the Spirit testifying by the blood 
of Jesus. G. 
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What Is the Fate of the Wicked after Death> 


‘ae 

Let us now consider the unmistakable outspokenness and 
consistency of the New Testament teaching concerning th, 
reality of hell and eternal torment. Unlike sheol in tho 
Old ‘Testament the words in the New Testament rendereg 
hell do not mean anything else than hell, the state ang 
condition of the damned. The Greek words in the Ney 
Testament rendered hell are hades, gehenna, and ltarlargs 
(2 Pet. 2,4). There are, however, numerous other expres- 
sions which denote the same thing: outer darkness (Matt. 
S, 12); furnace of fire (Matt. 13, 50); lake of fire and 
brimstone (Rev. 20,10); everlasting destruction (2 Thess, 
1,9), ete. 
~ Of the above three words rendered hell, hades is the 
equivalent of sheol in the Old Testament. Hades occurs 
11 times: Matt. 11,23; 16,18; Luke 10,15; 16,23; Acts 
%, 27.31; 1Cor. 15,55; Rev.1,18; 6,8; 20,13. 14. 

Matt. 11, 23 and Luke 10, 15 clearly contain a threat of 
severe punishment for the wicked inhabitants of Capernaum. 
Would these texts not become meaningless if hades here 
meant only place for all departed ? 

In order to escape the force of “in hell, in torments” 
in Luke 16, 23, “Pastor” Russell and his followers have re- 
course to a highly figurative interpretation of the whole 
parable. Yet one thing is beyond doubt — the different des- 
tinalton for Dives and Lazarus. Here we have the strongest 
proof that good and bad are in.different places and conditions ° 
after death. Hades is placed in opposition to Abraham’s 
bosom, heaven, and between the two a “great gulf.” 

Gehenna occurs 12 times: Matt. 5, 22. 29. 30; 10, 28; 
18,9; 23, 15. 33; Mark 9, 43. 45. 47; Luke 12,5; Jas. 3, 6. 
In all cases but one (Jas. 3,6) the word is used by Christ 
Himself. This fact is worthy of notice. Very few indeed 
of those who deny the orthodox doctrine venture to deny 
that gehenna denotes the God-appointed punishment of the 
wicked, the second death. But many do stoutly deny that 
hell — gehenna — is essentially a state of eternal torment. 
Russellites, Adventists, and Christadelphians hold that not 
eternal torment, but extinction of being, annihilation, is the 
doom of the wicked. Our task is therefore not so much to 
prove the certainty of future punishment as to prove that 
hell punishment is a state or condition of eternal torment. 

Conscious suffering is undeniably expressed in the words: 
“Son, rerhember,” and, “I am tormented in this flame” of 
Luke 16, 25. 24, and in the sevenfold repetition of the phrase: 
“weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matt. 13, 42. 50; 8, 12; 
22,13; 25,30; 24,51; Luke 13,28). Weeping and gnash- 
ing of teeth is certainly indicative of great pain. In Matt. 
25,46 everlasting punishment is threatened. Can it be ever- 
lasting punishment if it is not felt? In Mark 9, 43—48 
Christ speaks of an unquenchable fire and of an undying 
worm. rom these expressions it is impossible to separate 
the idea of torment. Of the devil we are told that he is to | 
be tormented day and night, forever and ever (Rev. 20, 10). 
And in Matt. 25,41 we are told that Christ will cast into 
this tormenting flame, prepared for the devil, the wicked and 
cursed. J’rom such phrases as “outer darkness,” “lake of fire 
and brimstone,” it is impossible to separate the idea of 
torment. 
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Tloly Scripture further teaches the endlessness of this 
conscious suffering in hell. Objectors say that the word 
translated elernal, everlasting literally means nothing more 
than age-long, long time. But let the reader note that the 
word aionios (cternal, everlasting) is used of the future life 
of the believer, of God’s own being, of the blessings of the 
Gospel. In all these cases even our opponents do not think 
of limiting its duration. Six times it is used of the punish- 
ment of the wicked (Matt. 18, 8; 25, 41. 46; Mark 3, 29; 
2 Thess. 1,9; Jude 7). What valid reason is there for 
arbitrarily limiting its duration here? ‘To limit its duration 
in Matt. 25,46, where the same word is used for the reward 
of the righteous, is impossible. Nev. 14, 11 and Matt. 
25,41 compared with Rev. 20,10 do not contain the slightest 
ray of hope that the punishment will end. “Forever and 
ever” literally means, “unto the ages of the ages,” that is, 
age rolling upon age in endless succession. Compare the 
expression in Rev. 4,9.10; 10,6; 11,15; 15,7; 22,5. We 
ask, If God’s threatenings were unreliable, would not His 
promises be so too? 

‘he Greek word used more frequently than all others 
put together for doom of the wicked is apoleia. A careful 
study of this word reveals that it does not mean annihilation. 
In Matt. 9,17 the “ruined” bottles were not annihilated, but 
useless for the purpose for which they were intended. ‘The 
sheep and the coin of Luke 15, 4. 8 were “lost,” but not anni- 
hilated, for they were again found. ‘The “lost” of Luke 19, 10 
can by no means denote extinct or annihilated. At the Flood 
the world was not annihilated, but for a while utterly ruined 
(2 Pet. 3,6). In Matt. 26,8 we read of a waste of ointment, 
but not of extinction of ointment. In all these texts we find 
the word apoleia or its cognate apollymi (to destroy). It 
clearly does not denote annihilation; but it does denote utter 
hopeless ruin, the fate of the doomed. 


What is, after all, we ask in conclusion, the cause of 
this wide-spread modern denial of hell and eternal torment? 
“Defective appreciation of the evil of sin lies at the root of 
the denial of eternal punishment,” says an able writer. With 
his answer sincere believers agree. People to-day refuse to 
recognize the awfulness and heinousness of sin. They excuse 
it, palliate it, till at last it is not such a serious thing at all. 
Their God and Judge, too, is not any more the jealous, holy 
God who says, “Fear Him,” ete. (Matt. 10, 28), but a miser- 
able product of their vain and perverted imagination. No 
wonder, then, that eternal punishment seems to them out of 
all proportion. Reason has been enthroned; God’s Word de- 
throned. The question is not now, “What saith the Scrip- 
ture?” but, “What saith reason?” On the part of teachers 
we have the desire to preach what is palatable; on the part 
of hearers the demand of old, “Prophesy not unto us right 
things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits” (Is. 
30,10). ‘The result? “A religion of cordial potions and 
mollifying ointment, but from which the bitter of strong, 
wholesome, ‘active medicine is carefully excluded.” 


God grant that we never make light of sin and God’s 
threatened punishment; that we constantly strive to view 
iniquity in the light of Christ’s atonement; view it as de- 
manding His humiliation and clamoring for His sacred blood. 


The Australian Lutheran. 
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Editorial. 


“Shall We Fear God?” — What a question! Do we 
Lutherans not teach our children every day to say: “We should 
fear and love God”? Ah, well, the Lutherans are not asking 
the question. There are many preachers and members of 
churches who have imagined, and still imagine,- that people 
are kept out of the church, or even driven from the church by 
the preaching of God’s wrath over sin. Thousands of sermons 
have been preached, page upon page has been written in order 
to tell people that God is not to bo feared, but that He is to 
be loved. And, of course, in order to discredit the teaching 
that God is to be feared, the doctrine concerning the fear of 
God was shamefully caricatured. Pcople were told that our 
fathers had painted God as if He were to be feared as we fear 
poison or a rattlesnake. We ourselves have heard preachers 
declare that the Old Testament description of the God of Israel 
as One who will visit “the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children” is to be corrected according to the later and more 
enlightened teachings of the New Testament and our day. 
While they were saying this, they were not thinking of what 
Jesus taught concerning God, where He pictures Dives hopeless 
and in hell. Luke 16,19—31. They never quoted these words 
of the Savior: “And I say unto you, my friends, Be not afraid 
of them that kill the body, and after that have no more that 
they can do. But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: 
Fear Him which, after He hath killed, hath power to cast into 
hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear Him.” Lukel2,4.5. Again: 
“And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, shalt 
be brought down to hell; for if the mighty works which have 
been done in thee had been done in Sodom, it would have 
remained until this day. But I say unto you, That it shall 
be more tolerable’ for the land of Sodom in the Day of Judg- 
ment than for thee.” Matt. 11, 23. 24. 

The trouble with some of these modern preachers is that 
they overlook the greatest and best model for every teacher of 
God’s Word, Jesus of Nazareth. Their denatured preaching 
has long since borne fruit in those church-bodies where they 
were tolerated and even admired. There is actually very little 
fear of God in these churches. The preachers themselves have 
helped to remove it. Unitarianism, Christian Science, and the 
Interchurch World Movement are the weeds that are now grow- 
ing where the true fear of God should have flourished. These 
and other evil fruits are new causing some to cry out that there 
ought to be a revival of the preaching of the fear of God. In 
the Methodist Review a writer, Dr. Gillies, tells his core- 
ligionists that it is high time that people be warned against 
sin because of God’s wrath and because of certain punishment. 
He tells the reader that the Bible does not only speak of the 
love of God, but also of God’s wrath over the unbeliever. He 
writes: “No preaching that minimizes or is silent about man’s 
responsibility to God and the eternal consequences of sin 
has ever brought about a wide-spread revival of religion or led 
humanity to the heroic heights of abandonment to the will 
of God.” He ought to have told his people to learn Luther’s 
Small Catechism. 

Luther introduces the explanation of every commandment 
by the phrase: “We should fear and love God,” and the Lu- 
theran Church has all its children memorize the words: “I, the 
Lord, thy God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation 
of them that hate Me, and showing mercy unto thousands of 
them that love Me and keep My commandments”; and Luther 
was right when he explained these words to mean: “God 
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threatens to punish all that transgress these commandments; 
therefore we should fear His wrath and not. act contrary 
to them.” 

And as for any antagonism between the love of God and 
the fear of God, that exists only in the minds of those who 
neither understand what is meant by the fear of God, nor what 
is meant by the love of God. The right Christian love of God 
always includes the proper fear of God, and if that fear of God 
which God demands of us lives in our hearts, there is indis- 
solubly united with it also a genuine love of God. 

Lutheran pastors and people have been much maligned and 
ridiculed because they continued to teach that we should fear 
and love God, but they never for a moment doubted that that 
is exactly what God demands of us. Now some of the evil 
fruits which have come from the neglect of this teaching are 
recognized even by many of those who denounced this teaching 
of the fear of God. What St. Peter teaches those to whom he 
wrote his first epistle, that is still to be taught to-day: “Fear 
God!” 1Pet.2,17. That is exactly what our blessed Savior 
taught. That is to be the sum and substance of our preaching 
to-day. Rev. 14,7: “Fear God and give glory to Him, for the 
hour of His judgment is come; and worship Him that made 
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.” 

Those foolish people who havo deprecated the preaching 
of the fear of God have not taken fear from the hearts of men, 
they have filled them with such fear of disease, such fear of 
mammon, such fear of man, that instead of God-fearing. Chris- 
tians there have been produced cowardly wretches, who defy 
God, but live in mortal fear of a thousand ills. The true fear 
of God delivers from all cowardly fear, and makes of us happy 
Christians and heirs of eternal life. S. 

“Only a Tramp Steamer.” — “The opportunity of a life- 
time” — a captain on the high seas had his a few years ago. 
About midnight he saw rockets sent into the air, at no great 
distance, evidently signs of distress on board a vessel. Tho 
signals were plainly to be seen; yet the captain did not change 
the course of his ship. “Most probably some old tramp-steamer,” 
he thought, “and I have no time to waste. I have my own 
cargo and passengers to consider.” And so he did not turn 
from his route, but kept right on until he reached the harbor. 

When Captain Lord of the Leyland Line steamer Cali- 
fornian —for he it was that had missed the opportunity of 
a lifetime — set his foot on shore, what must his feelings have 
been at the news of the Titanic’s loss, and of the death of 
1,600 fellow-beings, for which the world will forever hold him 
accountable? No, it was not a tramp-steamer, — though if it 
had been, Captain Lord’s action would have been no less atro- 
cious; but it was not a poor, creaking, barnacled hulk of 
a cattle transport or lumber boat that sent the rockets to the 
sky that night, it was the finest sea-craft ever launched, with 
thousands of souls and millions in treasure on board —it was 
the Trtanic. 

And he, Captain Lord of the Californian, was within five 
miles of the vessel when it struck the icebergs; and he saw 
the rockets, and knew their meaning, and passed on. “Only 
a tramp-boat,” he thought, according to the testimony taken 
in London. He will never again command a ship; to the 
end of his days he will have Icisure to consider how one may 
lose the chance of a lifetime, how little trouble and loss of 
time it would have entailed to earn the gratitude of thousands 
and to preserve a good conscience, instead of carrying with 
him to the grave that accusing voice which must call him 
murderer sixteen-hundred-fold. 

The opportunity of your life—will you grasp it? You 
have more than one, possibly many. I will tell you one: the 
appeal of foreign missions. 
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Do you read the missionary news in your church-paper ? 
What you find there, from time to time, on the spiritual needs 
of heathendom, consider it, friend, as so many signals of dis- 
tress that rise to be heeded by you and your fellow-Christians. 

“Oh, but those rice-eaters of India and those Chinese 
coolies, why set the world into motion for their redemption? 
What’s the use of foreign missions, anyway ?” 

Remember Captain Lord of the Californian and the “tramp- 
steamer’s” rockets. Yours, yours is the opportunity of a life- 
time. Your Synod has heard the cry of China’s four hundred 
millions. Hearing it, your Church is hastening to their rescue. 
“China Mission” is now part of its program. Your Church 
appeals to you: “Help us redeem this nation from the slavery 
of pagan superstition! Help us throw out the life-line to those 
countless perishing ones whose cry has come to us, borne on 
many a message of those who are even now laboring in the 
great valleys and plains of Asia to convert their pagan inhabi- 
tants to Christ!” 

Do you hear the cry? Do you see those signals of distress? 
Do you see that great nation groping towards the light, its 
teeming millions of inhabitants slaves to every heathen vice 
and superstition, perishing in darkness? 

Is it not time to act? 

Read the following from the Bible Society Record, and 
then judge whether the Christian world is not face to face 
with the “opportunity of a lifetime” in the China mission-field: 
“Strange as it may appear, the demand for Scriptures is in- 
creasing so rapidly that it is impossible for us to fill the 
orders. . .. It seems that in the change from the Tartar 
dynasty to a republic there has. also been a decided change in 
the attitude of the people toward Christianity. Prejudice has 
disappeared, and there seems to be an honest desire to learn 
what Christianity really is. This, in my opinion, accounts 
for the increased sales in practically all parts of the country. 
In fact, the overthrow of the Manchus has stimulated all kinds 
of Christian work.” . 

Missionaries in the field are unanimous in the opinion 
that the door is even now opening for the Gospel influence 
in the farthest confines of this, the greatest of all republics. 
The opportunity is there. Let us get to work. The night 
cometh when no man can work. G. 


The Gift of the Laymen.—In the Lutheran Laymen’s 
League department of this issue the reader will find the Memo- 
rial of the League addressed to the national convention of our 
body at Detroit, offering to the Missouri Synod, as a free gift, 
more than two million dollars in Government securities and 
bonds as a fund to be administered by. Synod for the relief 
of our incapacitated pastors and teachers, and of the widows 
and orphans of pastors and teachers. The document makes 
no conditions except that the money be used for the purpose 
for which it was given by the contributors to the fund. The 
League makes certain suggestions for the management and 
safeguarding of the fund; but the decision, also regarding 
these suggestions, rests with Synod. 

Two million dollars is a large sum of money. It is the 
largest amount ever collected by any Lutheran body. And 
this large fund is to be devoted to the purpose of, in a measure, 
liquidating the debt of gratitude which the Church owes her 
faithful servants. In this there is surely cause for rejoicing. 
But there is greater cause for satisfaction in the thought that 
this great amount has been gathered by the simple appeal to 
the love which all Christians bear toward their pastors and 
teachers. No false note of vainglory has been struck in the 
literature sent out, nor in the reports published through League 
channels. And no methods or artifices have been employed which 
would permit any one to say that of all this huge amount one 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. 167 


dollar had been given from motives unworthy of a Lutheran 
Christian. We have been ono of the last bodies to have a lay- 
men’s movement. But the movement, once it began to move, 
moved in channels to which no exception can be taken on 
Scriptural grounds. Thero has been an utter absence of any 
tendency to glorify persons, and there has been a consistent 
devotion to a worthy cause. If all this could not be said, 
we would have no cause for rejoicing in this gift. Moncy 
obtained by unworthy means is not a blessing to the Church, 
but a curse. Whereas, in money consecrated to God in a spirit 
of Christian faith and gratitude, there resides dynamic value far 
beyond the revenue which flows from it into the treasuries 
of the ‘Church. 

But the fund is not complete. From January, 1921, the 
revenues will become available for the purposes of the fund. 
If the $3,000,000 are then complete, these proceeds will not 
by any means suffice for more than the minimum which those 
dependent on our Synod ought to receive. If it is not complete, 
it will in such measure fall short of relieving urgent want. 
Certainly, the League, at its convention in Detroit, will deter- 
mine on a program looking to the continuation of the campaign 
until the fund is filled. But why should not a large amount 
of the third million be reported to Synod when it meets in 
June? There are scores of congregations which have not yet 
reported. The amounts still held by congregational treasurers 
ageregate many thousands of dollars, as is evident from a study 
of tho figures. It is the desire of the L. L. L. Directors that 
these amounts be sent in at once. J urthermore, there is no 
reason why ten thousands of our readers should not act upon 
the suggestion contained in a letter recently received at our 
editorial office. The writer says that he has discovered a mis- 
take in the “barometer” announcement. “The motto of your 
barometer is: ‘Watch it grow.’ It should be, ‘Don’t watch 
it grow, but help it grow.’” If every subscriber to this paper 
would act on the suggestion of this layman, and send in the 
lowest membership, $6, we should have, by June 15, an addi- 
tional amount of $420,000,— which would help some. If every 
reader would send that amount, it would help a great deal more. 

The fund received $30,000 the first half of May; a large 
amount; 50 per cent. more than our Synod collected for 
General Home Missions in the entire year 1913! But we can 
do better. — We will do better. The officers of the League have 
requested us to set this matter before you. We do not doubt 
that their appeal. will find a ready and whole-hearted response. 

G. 

The Fruit of Neglecting the Catechism. — We have 
repeatedly called attention to the ridiculous vagaries of many 
modern preachers. Nor are we the only ones who have pointed 
to these shameful desecrations of the pulpit. The periodical 
press has again and again criticised and condemned the ex- 
travagant public utterances of many clergymen. We ourselves 
heard a Methodist bishop declare that many Mcthodist preachers 
had preached pacifism before the war and paganism during 
the war. It has become more and more evident that many 
modern preachers consider the Bible simply the conventional 
and traditional cold storage plant from which they are to find 
a text that will serve as a fine climacteric phrase to be used 
now and then during the delivery of a discourse, and especially 
at the end of the paragraphs of their essay. 

But we ought not be satisfied to note these sad conditions, 
we ought to ask, What is their cause? To us it appears that 
there are especially two potent causes for this condition of 
affairs. The one is the fact that these poor people have not 
learned that the Bible contains two distinct teachings, the 
Law and the Gospel, and the other is the neglect of the proper 
and careful study of the fundamentals of the Christian religion. 
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In our Church we have that priceless treasure, Luther’s Small 
Catechism, which presents to us the fundamental teachings of 
the Law and of the Gospel. It is a part of the duty of our 
pastors to instruct young and old in these chief parts of the 
Christian doctrines. This continued teaching of the simple 
and basic truths of our holy religion is not only of benefit to 
those who are taught, it is of the greatest value to those also 
who teach. The pastors themselves receive from this activity 
blessing upon blessing. Their faith is continually confirmed. 
They are thereby preserved from losing the proper perspective, 
from overestimating trifles and underestimating essentials. 
The learning and teaching of the Catechism, we are convinced, 
and the faithful adherence to its Law and to its Gospel, has 
saved the Lutheran Church from that pitiable preaching which 
deals with holy days, cigaret smoking, and other trifles, while 
it neglects to proclaim the holy and righteous Law of a jealous 
God and the pure, entire Gospel of a merciful God reconciled 
in Jesus Christ. 

The teaching of the Catechism year after year to their 
classes of catechumens is a wonderful school for our pastors. 
It keeps them face to face with fundamentals, and prevents 
them from devoting their time and thought exclusively to some 
favorite theory or topic. 

If we continue to learn, to teach, to preach, to write, and to 
study those all-important truths of the Bible which are so briefly 
stated in Luther’s Small Catechism, we may expect therefrom 
the same fruits that God has always given to that kind of 
teaching, namely, the fear of that God who threatens to punish 
all those who transgress His commandments, and the faith in, 
and the love of, that Savior who has redeemed us lost and 
condemned creatures, not with gold or silver, but with His 
holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, 
and the presence and blessing of that Holy Spirit who calls, 
enlightens, gathers, and sanctifies God’s people through God’s 
Word. Let us follow Luther also in this, that we all, including 
our teachers and preachers, remain humble scholars of the 
Catechism. S. 


“The Fatherhood of God.” — This is the Interchurch 
creed. Brief, too brief, one might say, but does it not stand 
for the central principle of our religion? Is it not, as far 
as it goes, a teaching of Christianity? And can a movement 
which blazons forth God’s Fatherhood and the brotherhood of 
man be wholly evil? 

It is true that in a sense we can call every man our brother. 
We are all “of one blood,” the “offspring of God.” (Acts 17, 
26.29.) But while God stands to all His creatures in the 
relation of Father, being the Creator and Preserver of all, the 
New Testament concepts of divine Fatherhood and spiritual 
brotherhood are so clearly defined that an honest inquirer can- 
not go wrong. In the New Testament the term “brother” is 
applied to those who are bound together by a common faith 
in Christ. While we recognize a “neighbor” in every human 
being who requires our assistance, only he is “brother” to 
me who is a fellow-believer with me in Jesus Christ, our com- 
mon Redeemer and Mediator, and, through such faith, a child 
of God by adoption. (Gal. 4, 5.) 

An Interchurch. advertisement says: “It was He [Jesus] 
who first called men sons of God, and so made all men brothers.” 
“To men who labor with their hands, He spoke a phrase that 
flamed with power, ‘You are sons of God.’” What is the doc- 
trine of Jesus? Certainly not this, that all men are brothers. 
He distinguishes a twofold fatherhood and a twofold brother- 
hood. To the believing disciples He spoke of “your Father, 
which is in heaven.” By His Spirit, Paul says that “as many 
as are led by the Spirit of God are the sons of God.” (Rom. 
8, 14.) “Ye are all the children of God by faith tn Christ Jesus.” 
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(Gal. 3,26.) “If children, then heirs of God and joint heirs 
with Christ.” (Rom. 8,17.) All men aro not joint heirs with 
Christ. It is a great thing, not a common thing, to be a child 
of God: “Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bo- 
stowed upon us that we should be called the sons‘of God.” 
(1 John 3,1.) By nature we are not children of God, but 
children of wrath. (Eph.2,3.) “The field is the world; the 
good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are 
the children of the Wicked One.” (Matt. 13,38.) Yea, the Lord 
addresses certain ones whose father is the devil, those who do 
not believe the truth which Jesus uttered. (John 8,44.) And 
the words which the Interchurch garbles and misapplies are 
found Matt. 23,10, where the Lord says to His believing fol- 
lowers: “One is your Master, even Christ, and all ye are 
brethren,” —and from these He distinguishes others who are 
the “children of hell,” who will “receive damnation” (vv. 14. 15)! 
The ones, brethren with the saints above; the others, brothers 
to the damned! 

And what shall we say of those who are assuring all men 
that they are children of God? Has the Church ever stooped 
as it does now (in its effort to raise $160,000,000 from the 
ungodly for the building of the Kingdom) to curry favor with 
the world which rejects its Christ? What of those who not 
only fail to call the world to repentance, since it is for the 
world’s sin that Jesus died, but assure worldlings that they are 
all “sons of God”? What obscuring of the truth that might 
save them! What hardening of hearts! “The world will hate 
you,” Jesus says to His disciples; now the world is asked to 
save the Christian Church! But as for those who would make 
agreement between light and darkness, who make of none effect 
the Gospel of Christ by strengthening men in their impenitence, 
in order to get their money, oh, “ye adulterers and adulteresies, 
know ye not,” says the Spirit through James (4,4), “that the 
friendship of the world is enmity with God? Whosoever there- 
fore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God!” G. 

Protestantism the Prodigal. —It means little to us that 
the Interchurch Drive, although extended a week beyond 
schedule, registered less than half the amount aimed at. It 
means little that of this amount the greater part was included 
in budgets set a year ago, and can by no means be credited 
to Interchurch. But, no matter how this drive will succecd, 
it means a great deal that the Protestant Churches have to so 
great an extent accepted the leadership of an agency which, 
as Dr. Haldeman of New York (Baptist) recently said in 
a sermon, “does away with the doctrine of atonement altogether, 
denies the inspiration of the Bible, and, denying the virgin 
birth of Christ, makes of Him an illegitimate child.” Halde- 
man called upon his congregation May 2 to “get down on our 
knecs and pray that lightning will strike them [the leaders of 
the Movement] dumb and that the true God will render their 
teachings nugatory.” Yet this Movement can point to the 
support of Thirty Denominations, — unofficial support, indeed, 
cooperation that seems to threaten new divisions in the 
Churches, a “union that unites things to pieces,” yet support 
to the extent evident in the record of the Drive. What an 


apostasy from such elements of Truth as the sects still taught! 


“How is the gold become dim! How is the most fine gold 
changed! The crown is fallen from our head; woe unto us 
that wo have sinned!’?—when will tho Protestant Churches 
make this Lamentation of Jeremiah the prophct their own? 
When will Protestantism return a repentant Prodigal? 

The Protestant Churches in their public confessions, 
though mixed with error, still held to the Deity of Jesus Christ, 
the Atonement through His blood, and Salvation through faith. 
But this portion of the goods of the Father’s House have, in 
recent times, been sadly wasted. The Churches have gone to 
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a far country (Luke 15,13) and have associated themselves 
with evil companions: 


EVOLUTIONISM 

HIGHER CRITICISM 

THE NEW THEOLOGY 
and 


UNIONISM, the harlot. 


And when the Church had spent all, there arose a mighty 
famine in that land, and she began to be in want. And she 
went and joined herself to a citizen in that country, 
INTERCHURCH, 

and is now seeking to fill her stomach with the husks of No 
Man’s Land dollars. 

When will Protestantisin say: “I perish with hunger! 
I will go to my Father and will say unto Him, Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before thee!” ? G. 


The Federal Council of Churches and the Turk. — The 
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America is an 
organization composed of about four hundred representatives 
of the various Reformed* bodies in America. Its work is 
carried on between meetings by an Administrative Committee 
which has its headquarters at Washington. Through a special 
committee, the national headquarters, April 10, 1920, addressed 
a memorial to Congress requesting that our Government “throw 
its influence on the side of the final decision that the Turk 
should be excluded from Europe.” Specifically, the memorial 
expresses the hope that the United States, acting jointly with 
the Allies, expel the Sultan from Constantinople. (Congres- 
sional Record, April 18, 1920.) 

Three questions obtrude themselves as we read this com- 
munication. In the first place, what business has the Church, 
or any organization acting for the Church, to meddle in inter- 
national affairs? Our Lord has established once and for all 
that His Kingdom is to be a spiritual one. Its mission is to 
publish the Mystery of Salvation. It is to proclaim the recon- 
ciliation of the world to God through the redeeming blood of 
Jesus Christ. Our Lord and His apostles had opportunity to 
protest against tyranny and civic oppression; they might have 
demanded from the Senate and People of Rome the “deliverance 
of subject races,” as docs the Council in this letter to Congress;- 
but the New Testament record fails to disclose any such pro- 
nouncements. One purpose, and one only, is revealed both in 
the gospels and the epistles — the offer of grace and pardon to 
a race burdened with sin. It is an utter perversion of the 
very object for which the Church was established on earth 
when any of its agencies, in this case the Federal Council, 
presumes to direct the bayonets of four nations against a fifth. 
We hold no brief for the Turk, but whatever the victors in 
the World War will sce fit to do with the Sultan and his~* 
miserable government, the Church of Christ, in laying down 
lines of action to the State, is transgressing beyond the com- 
mand of its Master. 

Secondly: How can the Federal Council officials, whose 
specialty is, presumably, church-work, summon courage to ex- 
press an opinion on a question which requires for its solution 
expert knowledge of political and economic problems of a most 
complex nature? Do they know how many thousands of lives 
it would cost, and how many billions of dollars, to settle the 
Turkish question? Have they arrived at a clear understanding 
of the manner in which the principles of American and inter- 
national law apply in the case? Have they studied the bearing 


* The Lutheran General Synod was represented until 1918, the 
Merger year. The relation of the United Lutheran (Merger) Church 
to the Council has not yet been determined. 
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of this problem on the people of Mohammedan faith, from the 
Philippines to South Africa? ‘Tho procedure of the Council 
in this matter is as ridiculous as the resolutions adopted last 
year by conferences in Arkansas and Idaho demanding that 
Congress pass the League Covenant and Peace Treaty “without 
any reservations and interpretations.” Such actions merely 
give point to the slur of the ungodly that the Church knows 
neither its own business nor the business of any one else. 

Thirdly and lastly: What means has the Council employed 
to discover that “the large majority of the religious forces of 
Amcrica” wants the United States to administer, when requested, 
the affairs of Asia Minor? Js the Catholic Church not a “re- 
ligious force”? And has any of the Reformed Churches spoken 
on the matter? Are the functions of synodical and presbyterial 
conventions, as representative of the congregations, to be simply 
ignored? And if the Churches had spoken, has the Council 
any means by which it might ascertain whether such action 
regarding a situation on the other side of the globe had been 
taken after thorough study of the difficulties involved ? 

The memorial of the Federal Council is a violation of the 
separation of Church and State, is an affront to Congress and 
the Churches alike, and is, withal, a piece of futile, amateurish 
business which reflects eredit neither on the Council nor on 
the Church. G. 


The Powers Behind the Curtain.— Christians are in- 
terested in the development of national and international affairs, 
inasmuch as the Church is an institution of world-wide extent, 
and is, in its outward fortunes not unaffected by the policies 
and institutions of government. J ree Amcrican institutions 
have, by the providence of God, been a great boon to our 
Lutheran Church. In Austria, on the other hand, God has 
permitted, until recent years, even the distribution of His Holy 
Book to be greatly limited, if not actually prohibited, by the 
State. Especially in view of the missions which constitute the 
fronticrs of Christianity in heathen lands, we are. vitally in- 
terested in world events. However, here we mect with a diffi- 
culty. What, precisely, are conditions in other lands? We do 
not know. Rather, we know just as much as the pcople who 
do our thinking for us permit us to know. When an American 
theatrical troupe was insulted by a London audience, the cables 
carried a report that filled a column; on events of world-wide 
importance in Germany only the briefest accounts, and these 
so garbled as to leave us uninformed regarding essentials. 


The New York Journal said November 12, 1919:—. 

“The foundation of the profound distrust and the marked 
dislike with which the mass-workers view the press is the 
gigantic propaganda of lies and deceit which they believe the 
press put over on them in connection with the war. 

“To do foreign financiers and war-makers the service which 
propaganda bureaus demanded, the majority of American news- 
papers and news agencies lied to, and deceived, the American 
people night and day for months and years. 

“Also, they hounded with abuse and vilification any man 
or any newspaper that attempted to tell the truth in those times. 

“Now the people have found that out.” 


Very true; but there is no improvement in the attitude 
of the news agencies, though wo know now the extent to which 
they deceived the public in the recent past. To mention only 
an instance, just now all reports on the Mexican situation must 
be received with a great deal of caution. It was said in a dis- 
patch to the Commercial-Appeal, Memphis, Tenn., February 6, 
1920, that most of the “interventionist propaganda” carried on 
_in the United States is the work of the American Association 
of Petroleum Producers. This may be true and it may not 
be true; one is safe in believing — nothing. 


/ 
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Not all reporters are liars, and not all editors are paid 
propagandists. But there is evidently a secret empire in which 
the news agencies, the League of Nations, Wall Street, the 
Interchurch World Movement, and the Federal Council of 
Churches play, each, a more or less conscious part. By and by 
we shall know more. The interest of the Calvinistic Churches 
in the tangled skein of world-politics is becoming evident, but 
is far from clear, and behind it all rises the inscrutable face 
of the Roman Pontiff, eyes watchful, alert, and lips saying 
nothing. G. 

Unworthy Publicity. — Lately a Presbyterian church in 
our city celebrated its seventy-fifth anniversary. Upon the 
occasion the pastor is reported to have spoken these words: — 

“The Presbyterian Church is a people’s church. There 
is none like it in St. Louis. It has a Christian democracy 
about it like the democracy of the Man of Galilee Himself, 
for it breathes the spirit of its Master, and this explains the 
fact that, including those we shall receive next Sunday, nearly 
500 have united with us in the last three years. 

“It loves men, it appeals to men, and that is why more 
than one-third of all who have united with it in the past three 
years have been men over twenty-one years of age.” 

“It is orthodox, but not to the point of being heterodox; 
it is not afraid of hceterodoxy. It lives to love, was born to 
serve. It seeks to be good, but good for something. It is 
to-day the most progressive church in St. Louis. It leads; 
others follow. It is not a ‘copy-cat.’ ” 

This is a good illustration of bad publicity. Publicity is 
necessary, publicity for the Church is commanded by God Him- 
self; but there is right and wrong in publicity as there is right 
and wrong in all things. What makes such publicity detestable 
is the note of boastfulness and brag which characterizes it. 
Here is this pastor boasting that there is none other like his 
church in St. Louis, and that it is the most progressive church 
in St. Louis, that it leads and that others follow. We do not 
exactly understand what he means by “progressive,” “leading,” 
and “the only church of its kind.” The facts are that the 
church is a small chapel, and that we have felt very little of 
its influence, although we have lived close to it for many years. 
To judge from the exterior, the church-building does not even 
seat five hundred people; but its comparative insignificance 
and smallness should not be its disgrace if the’ Word of God 
were proclaimed there, if the Sacraments were rightly admin- 
istered there; but of this the pastor said nothing. He called 
attention to numbers and size and influence and leadership. 
Such publicity is sinful bragging, and because it is not true, 
it is also contemptible and ridiculous. 

Of our blessed Lord Jesus we are told that He made Him- 
self of no reputation. He came to do the will of God, and 
He finished His work, and He and His apostles sowed the seed 
which is still bearing the richest fruits. Let us open our mouth 
boldly to make known the mysteries of God, and let us not 
be weak or timid in appraising the power of.the Gospel which 
we preach, and in estimating the blessings, temporal and eternal, 
which follow the acceptance of this our Gospel. But let us 
not imitate the foolish and untruthful world, but let us follow 
Paul, who would not boast of things without his measure. 
2 Cor. 10, 13. 7 Ss. 





The last issue of the Wrirness, which contained an article 
on specious arguments for church union, was used to very good 
advantage by me to-day when I gave it to a lukewarm Lutheran 
woman, to whom all religions looked alike as long as they were 
religions. I sincerely thank the editors of your splendid pub- 
lication for that and similar articles. 

Globe, Ariz. H. O. Nirz, Wisconsin Synod. 
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Correspondence. 


STRICKEN EUROPE. 


We are not in the habit of making much ado about our 
relief work among the war sufferers of Europe. However, in 
order that our dear Christian friends may know that we are 
not inactive in this cause, we here wish to report that since the 
last article appeared in the editorial columns of the WITNESS 
we have forwarded (and letters we received show that these 
things arrive and are distributed): large quantities of bacon, 
lard, rice, peas, beans, farina, and condensed milk to Austria, 
Galicia, Poland, Germany, and Alsace-Lorraine. From all 
quarters requests came to us for sewing thread to enable the 
poor to patch their worn and tattered garments. We gladly 
complied with this repeated request, and found ourselves in 
a position to send 196 gross of 200-yard spools. ‘Shipments of 
clothes for the destitute are still being dispatched regularly. 

We earnestly ask our Christians not to weary in this work 
of mercy, nor to think that enough has been done. If we were 
to publish all the tearful pleas that come to us from the stricken 
zones, we are sure that every one of our members would say: 
“Keep up the good work; we are behind you and willing to 
help further; just tell us what you need!” Therefore we take 
courage to ask you for further contributions of garments, linen, 
shoes, or money, so that we may be enabled to send a shipment 
with every express steamer, and thus help relieve at least the 
most pitiable cases of misery. 

In the name of the recipients your Board for Relief in 
Europe wishes to thank all who so gladly, willingly, and abun- 
dantly have contributed to European Relief, since we cannot 
send individual letters of thanks to all contributors. Therefore 
we append a few extracts of letters in translation, which are 
characteristic of the many hearty expressions of appreciation 
that have come to us. 

A grateful recipient writes from Breitenbach: — 

Thanking you most heartily for the package handed me, I here- 
with ask you to forward our sincere and deep gratitude to the Ev. 
Luth. Synod of Missouri for the gifts of love they sent us. May 
the Lord ever preserve them from the misery and desolation of war! 


A lady writes from Muelbach: — 

To our great surprise we received an Easter package, for which 
we can thank the Missouri Synod and its helping members only 
with a “God bless you!” How comforting for us fugitives to re- 
ceive gifts of love from distant lands! ... Valuable and needed were 
the things we received, for most of our clothing and linens were con- 
sumed by fire.’ Moreover, we wish to express our thanks by praying 
our heavenly Father to bless and multiply the dear Missouri Synod. 


Another from Metzeral: — 


_ Our sincerest thanks to you for thus remembering us war- 
stricken people. May God grant to both givers and Board joy and 
blessing! 


For information concerning the shipment of foodstuffs, ete., 
address your communications to the 
AMERICAN LUTHERAN Boarp For Reuier in Europe, 
234 E. 62d St., New York, N.Y. 


PROGRESS IN ARGENTINE. 


The annual conference of the Argentine District was assem- 
bled in Villa Alba, Pampa Central, from J anuary 8 to 12, 1920. 

Rev. A. T. Kramer, Second Vice-President of the Brazil 
District, opened sessions on Thursday morning, J anuary 8. 
After an introductory address, Chairman Rev. Kramer, in the 
name of the conference, welcomed the newly arrived Rev. G. 
Kramer and wished him the Lord’s blessing in his work. Rev. 
G. Kramer will take charge of the congregations served by the 
former Rey. C. A. Nicklas. 

The afternoon sessions were devoted wholly to business 
affairs. The Mission Board was not able to judge the strength 
of our congregations, as the exact statistics of numerous con- 
gregations had not been turned in. As may be expected on 
a large and practically new mission-field, a number of new con- 
gregations and preaching-stations were gained during the past 
year. An altogether new field was opened to us in the provinces 
of Cordoba and San Luis. This new field has such promising 
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aspects that Conference resolved to advise our Mission Board 
in Chicago to place a missionary there. A number of other 
congregations have asked for our services. - ' 

Another very difficult task confronted Conference, was 
that of preaching the Gospel to the Spanish-speaking Prot. 
estants. Numerous requests have been made by these people 
to our missionaries to preach to them in their own tongue. 
Many of them attend our services, especially in the Pampa. 
A mission among these people, who are really anxious for tho 
pure Word of God, is also so promising that the conference 
resolved to ask the Mission Board to let one of our missionaries 
take a course in Spanish, so that he may acquire a sufficient 
knowledge of the language to preach. Mev. H. M. Gehrt was 
suggested for this work. 

Another difficult problem here is that concerning the edu- 
cation of our youth. The necessity of parochial schools is seen 
here more from day to day. Most of our children come to 
confirmation instructions without being able to read or write. 
The laws of the different provinces and territories in the Re- 
public vary regarding private schools, so that Conference ap- 
pointed a committee consisting of the Revs. A. T. Kramer, 
B. Ergang, and H. M. Gehrt, who shall, until the next con- 
ference, investigate the matter and report to Conference how 
we can best care for our youth. Schools have been started at 
different places by our ministers, but as the laws are, they may 
be closed without notice. 

Questions of less interest to others than to the members of 
Conference were satisfactorily dealt with and answered. The 
morning sessions were devoted to the discussion of doctrinal 
papers. 

The sessions of Conference were enjoyed by all. All the 
brethren who related hardships and experiences were given 
words of encouragement and comfort. Especially encouraging 
were the divine services on Sunday morning. Rev. H. M. Gehrt 
had the confessional address, based on Matt.9,2, and Rev. B. 
Ergang preached the pastoral sermon on 2 Tim.4,1—5. All 
the brethren partook of the Lord’s Supper. 

Conference accepted the invitation of Rev. C. F. Truenow 
to hold the next conference in San Juan, Province Entre Rios, 
February 26, 1921. On Monday, January 12, after all business 
affairs had been properly attended to, Conference adjourned. 

KK. GUENTHER. 


OUR OPPORTUNITY IN CHINA. 
I. 


Our first three missionaries in China were giving either 
part or all of their time to the preaching of the Gospel to the 
Chinese in Hankow. The four remaining missionaries had not 
yet mastered the Chinese language sufficiently to take up evan- 
gelistic work. With the arrival of an additional missionary in 
January of this year the number of our forcign missionaries 
in China is brought up to eight. 

The work which has been begun in Hankow is to be ex- 
tended as much as possible. Hankow and vicinity offer ample 
opportunity for more missionaries than we now have in China. 
Nevertheless it appears inadvisable to confine our work to this 
one locality. There are many places in China where the people 
— from the human point of view — have little or no chance to 
hear the Gospel; and should we not do all we can so that these 
unfortunate people too may hear the Message which alone can 
savo them? 

When our mission was confronted with the question of 
extending our activities to other parts of China, it was decided 
to begin mission-work in Southwest Hupeh, the same province 
in which Hankow is located. There has been almost no Prot- 
estant mission work in this part of Hupeh. The Catholics have 
indeed entered the field at various points, but they, too, have 
still left many places untouched. This mission district, which 
we prefer to call the Shihnanfu field because of Shihnanfu, the 
largest city in the district, is tho nearest large unoccupied 
mission-field and the largest unoccupied scction in Hupeh 
Province, It includes about ten hsiens, or counties, having an 
area of approximately twelve to fifteen thousand square miles 
and a population of more than three million. 

Remember that this territory is as large as Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, and Rhode Island put together, and you will 
readily understand that there is need here for many mission- 
aries. You may also rest assured that the population is not 
too sinall. The Chinese Government estimates the population 
of the arca in question at three and a half million, which is as 
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much as the total population of the State of Missouri was in 
the census of 1910. . 

Two missionaries for every county in this mission-field, or 
approximately twenty for the whole field, is not too high a figure. 
With the counties ranging from 100,000 to 400,000 in. popula- 
tion, there should be no lack of work for two men in every 
county! Besides, the work of training native schoolteachers, 
evangelists, and pastors may eventually require the time of 
several missionaries. 

Since school-work is a very important part of mission-work 
in China, several graduates of our normal schools could well be 
used as superintendents of our schools. 


No mission in China without women workers for the: 


Chinese women can expect to achieve great success among the 
womanhood of this country. Some of this work naturally de- 
volves upon the wives of missionaries; but since it is not always 
possible for these to do the work, it is better to have special 
women workers. Similarly, schools for girls demand super- 
vision by a woman. The chasm between men and women in 
China, while not so difficult to bridge as in India or Turkey, 
nevertheless is too great to permit of much successful mission- 
work being done among tlie native women by a foreign man. 
Hence the need of women workers in our mission. 

In a well-organized mission a medical department is more 
than desirable. ‘The work of love performed by the medical 
missionary is not only an excellent means to gain the confidence 
and good will of the natives, but also oftentimes proves to be 
the gateway to the hearts of people not otherwise reached by the 
Gospel. Besides, the doctor on the mission-field is a safeguard 
to the health of the missionary and his family. This means 
there must be doctors and nurses, men and women who rejoice 
to tell the glad tidings of salvation as they follow their profes- 
sion of attending the sick. 

From this it will be seen that the Evangelical Lutheran 
Mission in China, your China Mission, should in the near future 
have a great increase in missionary workers. 


Tue Cuina Missionary CONFERENCE. 


LUTHERAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF NEW JERSEY. 


Realizing the great need of Inner-Mission work, that is, the 
spiritual care of the unfortunates and “down and outs,” and 
those confined in the many institutions which are not reached 
by organized congregational work, the Pastoral Conference of 
New Jersey recommended this work to the Lutheran Missionary 
Society of New Jersey. The Society gladly took over this new 
work and called the undersigned, who was installed the 11th of 


January, 1920, at Newark N.J., by the Rev. H. Birkner, Presi- | 


dent of the Atlantic District. 

Although the iron may not have been hot, ready to strike, 
we work on the principle of making it hot by striking, feeling 
the time is always ripe for saving souls. The necessary im- 
plements and machinery are being supplicd as we progress. 
Starting in a small and unpretentious manner, we shall, under 


God’s guidance, increase our membership, work, and workers. - 


We do some relief, charity, publicity, and court work, ete., 
but we never lose sight of our aim and motto, namely, “to 
save souls.” 

Many institutions are supplied with paid chaplains by the 
State and counties, and therefore it will take time before the 
doors are fully opened to us and our work; but by constructive 
work in those places where we are adinitted we hope to convince 
the officials of the value and benefit of our work over against 
the work of other organizations. In some of the institutions 
we have held, and will hold, services, whereas in the others we 
are limited to visiting the inmates and patients and distributing 
our literature. 

The work among the poor is well under way; for “the poor 
we have always with us,” and we need not search far and wide 
to find deserving necdy. It is so also with “slum work.” In 
our citics, as in the rest, vice and crime is found. During the 
night, yes, almost every night, one can meet people whose faces 
bear the ugly hoof-marks of shame, sin, and disease. The ques- 
tion is frequently asked, “Does Slum Mission pay?” Efforts 
may appear wasted, but the sown seed must, according to God’s 
own promise, find receiving hearts some time. And although 
wo do not convert these hardened sinners the first time we meet 
them and tell them of Christ and Him crucified, yet we start 
many thinking and eventually, if we could only keep in touch 
with them, the love of God outweighs the love for sensual and 
sinful lives. 
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The American Lutheran Publicity Bureau is supplying us, 
free of charge, with hundreds of tracts which do their work in 
an efficient manner, and reach many whom we cannot otherwise 
approach. Our Bibles we hope to receive froin the Bible Society 
in New York. 

Through sermons, lectures, pamphlets, and our monthly 
paper, Gemeinde- und Missionsblatt, we are striving to bring 
the issues of this important work to the hearts of our New 
J ersey Lutherans. We hope to have every congregation an 
Tnner-Mission Socicty which will preach the Gospel through 
its lay-members to all outside the Christian Church, and who 
will show forth their faith as a live and active faith in the 
ministration of brotherly love, kindness, and charity. 

In conclusion : The Lutheran Missionary Society of New 
Jersey will continue in this glorious work, mindful of its great 
need and blessed fruits, till our Synod realizes the vast impor- 
tance of this our duty and places Inner Mission on a par with 
Home and Foreign Missions. Hersert H. GaLusan. 


WASHINGTON LETTER. 


About the same time that the women banncr bearers in 
behalf of Irish freedom came into the toils of the law, of which 
I wrote in my last communication, Mr. Rockefeller came to © 
Washington, not indeed as a Friend of Irish Freedom, that is 
not his side, — he has too many Anglo-French bonds locked up 
in his safe, — he came in the interest of the Interchurch World 
Movement which he’ is supporting with his big influence and 
tremendous financial power. While the militant women, Friends 
of Irish Freedom, were in their cells subsisting on prison fare, 
Mr. Rockefeller and the Interchurch World leaders were having 
a supper at the most modern and swellest hotel in Washington. 
The visible church has traveled a long way in recent years and 
the children of this world are no longer wiser even in their 
own generation than the children of light— both are pretty 
much alike nowadays. 

Besides Mr. Rockefeller, Mr. Lansing and other prominent 
men were present. The chief attraction, however, was Mr. Rocke- 
feller. Hfis name appeared in big type in the headlines of the 
daily press, and his remarks wero given the largest space of all, 
even larger than Mr. Lansing’s. What is a former Secretary of 
State after he is deposed from office, even though he signed the 
document which brought us into the greatest conflict which was 
ever waged on this mortal earth, and dethroned an emperor or 
two and gave Ireland, that little bit of heaven on earth, its 
inspiration for its fight for freedom, what is he in comparison 
with the powerful oil king who can put another cent or two on 
gasoline and make every owner of an automobile wish he had 
never bought one? Of course, everybody was anxious to hear 
what Mr. Rockefeller would have to say, people are curious to 
know just why he and other big men have suddenly become so 
zealous in behalf of the churches and why they are lending and 
giving their silver and gold shekels so liberally. Can it be that 
there has been a change of heart and that big business no longer 
looks upon men and women with a material eye merely as pro- 
ducers of wealth, but sees them in a spiritual light, as having 
+mmortal souls which must be saved? This would be fine, indeed. 
Alas! Mr. Rockefeller’s opening remarks shattered such expec- 
tation and let the cat out of the bag. He said the following: 
‘Whether you men here are all church-members or Christians, 
or whether you are business men, it is to your interest to relate 


_ yourselves to this great world movement. What one of us would 


want to live in a town where there are no churches; how safe 
would the banks be; how safe would the credit be; how safe 
would our homes be?” 

Of course, he said something about the Brotherhood of man 
and the Fatherhood of God, the theme which was formerly - 
preached with so much gusto from many pulpits, but which 
disappeared from the repertoire of these preachers as the Ger- 
inan opera disappeared from the stage in New York, when the 
war came; now it is beginning to be revived and becoming 
popular again. How this glorious truth is perverted and abused! 
Mr. Rockefeller’s words are plain. These men are supporting 
this movement, lending and giving it their money freely, for 
selfish and material reasons. It is not men’s souls, but their 
money and securities that ‘they are concerned about. They are 
mortally afraid of the unionism, socialism, I. W. W’ism, and 
Bolshevism of our day. They want to rehabilitate the church 
and restore its influence and power and make it a bulwark 
against these menaces to capital, they want to use the church 
in their propaganda and fight against these radical tendencies. 
Mr. Rockefeller said in his remarks, — and it is true: “No 
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bank, no credit, no home is safe where there are no churches.” 
He speaks as a shrewd financier, and not as a humble Christian, 
he recognizes it is good business to support the churches, for they 
help to protect his wealth. The church, however, is not here 
to fight the worldly battles of men. We are not to take sides 
either with capitalism or unionism and to champion any ism 
whatever. Its duty is to preach the saving Gospel of Christ, 
and to teach and uphold the moral principles of the law of God, 
to declare both to the ungodly capitalist and ungodly unionist 
that if they do not repent and turn to God, they shall be damned 
eternally, that they are lost sinners, and their only hope is to 
turn to Jesus Christ and put their trust in Him. Unfortunately, 
a great proportion of the visible Church will lend itself readily 
to all kinds of secular purposes; it has to a great extent become 
quite worldly. This is evident from the character of its preach- 
ing and its activities; it has lost sight of the true mission and 
real work of the church, to preach the Gospel and to save men’s 
souls for time and eternity, and not merely to build up human 
character and to make the world better. 

The big plans and stupendous finances of the movement 
are intoxicating many of the clergy and hypnotizing the mass 
of the Protestant laity. However, when the excitement is over, 
and the noise has ceased, the visible churches will be deader 
than ever, and the great mass have less use for them than before. 
God open our eyes to see through the glamour of the false 
churches and their glittering worldly activity and to appreciate 
the glory of the true church and its high and blessed work! 
Never since the days of the great Reformer have wo had such 
a great mission as in this our day — never was our work so 
needed. The times demand that we carry it on with greatest 
zeal and energy. Never has the contrast between our church 
and others stood out so greatly, never was 1t more apparent that 
these churches have a different spirit, and never more evident 
in respect to our Lutheran Zion, “That Thy true Church indeed 


is here!” 
Washington, D. O. | 
——————— 


futheran Daymen'a League. 


(EprToRIAL NoTE. — By arrangement with the L. L. L. Campaign 
Committce, this column is supplied by Rev. R. Jesse as Special Cam- 
paign Correspondent.) 


Draft of a Plan 


“for Control of the Lutheran Laymen’s League 
Endowment Fund, 


after it has been turned over to Synod. 


PREAMBLE. 
To the venerable Delegate Convention of the Evangelical 


J. FREDERIO WENCHED. 





Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States in 


session at Detroit, Mich., June 16, 1920. 


Dear BRETHREN : — 

For the better care of our incapacitated pastors, professors, 
teachers, and the widows and orphans of deceased pastors, pro- 
fessors, and teachers, the Lutheran Laymen’s League, in joint 
meeting with Synod’s general and district officers at Chicago, 


January 22, 1919, undertook, with the unanimous approval of. 


these representatives of Synod, to collect the sum of Three 
Million Dollars or more as an Endowment Fund, the proceeds 
from which would provide a steady income for the above-men- 
tioned purpose. This money was to be turned over to Synod 
at the convention, June, 1920, in Detroit. While the Three 
Million mark has not yet been reached and our work to fill 
the fund must therefore continue, we are happy to say that 
$2,035,995.25* is on hand now, ready to be turned over to 
Synod. - 

1. As this fund has been collected in view of the promise that 
it is to be a permanent fund, known as an Endowment Fund, 
and that the proceeds are to be used to better care for our 
“Veterans of the Cross,” viz., our incapacitated pastors, pro- 
fessors, teachers, and the widows and orphans of deceased 





* This sum is the amount on hand May 17, available for turning 
over. It is hoped that the amount will be considerably larger when 
actual trasfer is made. . 
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e 
pastors, professors, and teachers, the Lutheran Laymen’s League 
is bound to turn it over to Synod under these two unallerable 
conditions, viz.:— 


a. The capital fund may be increased, but it must never 
be reduced or disposed of. 

b. The proceeds must always be used for the care of our 
“Veterans of the Cross” in the manner adopted by Synod 
for this purpose, and inust not be used for any other 
purpose. 

Excepting for these two conditions, the correctness of which 

will, of course, be appreciated by every one, the Lutheran Lay- 


. man’s League places this fund in the hands of Synod uncon- 


ditionally and without any stipulations. 

2. Believing, however, that Synod will welcome suggestions 
as to control and eventual further investment of this und, and 
desiring thereby to help and aid Synod in the financial and 
business features of such work, the Board of Directors of the 
Lutheran Laymen’s League herewith submits a plan carefully 
considered with synodical oflicials and unanimously approved 
by us. We respectfully recommend its adoption by the honor- 
able Synod convened at Detroit in June, 1920, when this Ién- 
dowment TIund is to be turned over. 

a. The control of the permanent capital of this Endowment 
Fund — meaning the manner of investing and safeguarding it 
— is to remain with Synod acting through a Special Board. 

b. The control of the proceeds of this permanent capital is 
to remain with Synod acting through the Board having such 
matters in charge. 

ce. The Special Board mentioned in § 2a shall consist of — 


The General President of Synod; 
The General Treasurer of Synod; 
The General Secretary of Synod; 
The President of the L. L. L.; 
The Treasurer of the L. L. L.; 
Two other members of the L. L. L. 


The last two members are to be selected by the first five, 
the permanent members of the Board. At all times the majority 
of the board shall consist of laymen of the Missouri Synod. 

d. The Special Board is to select its own chairinan, may 
appoint an Executive Committee of three, if it seems desirable, 
and shall itself make the rules to govern its actions. 

e. The fund is to be deposited in one or more banks, trust 
companies, or safety deposit vaults to be selected by the Special 
Board, and is to be surrounded by the proper safeguards. 

f. The fund shall be invested only in U.S. Government 
Bonds and U.S. Government Securities, or in high-class State 
and Municipal Bonds of this country. 

3. The Lutheran Laymen’s League Directors make these 
recommendations in accordance with § 2 of the League’s Con- 
stitution, carrying out the purpose of the organization there 
expressed, viz.: “To aid... Synod with word and deed in 
business and financial matters”; and we ask your honorable 
body to receive them in this spirit. 

4. We further desire to voice our humble and heartfelt 
thanks to God Almighty, who has so signally blessed our work, 
has given us the splendid support of our clergy and laity, and 
has brought about a clearer understanding and closer coopera- 
tion in synodical affairs, which promise success in still greater 
undertakings in the future for the glory of God and tho 
benefit of our dear Synod doing His work here on earth. We 
call upon all those brethren in the clergy and in the laity who 
have so nobly cooperated with us to continue in their work, and 
their prayers, so that the fund may not only soon be filled, but 
may overflow. 

5. In the firm belicf that God will guide Synod to adopt 
the best plan for properly caring for our “Veterans of the 
Cross,” and hoping that this Endowment Fund will grow 
steadily from yeur to year to incet the ever-increasing demands 
on its proceeds, we are, 

Faithfully yours, 


Tue Boarp oF Dmeorors OF THE LUTHERAN 
LayMEN’s LEAGUE. 


lth ho 


Secretary. 
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| New Publications. 


Christliche Dogmatik. Won Dr. Franz Picper.- Dritter Band: Das 
christliche Leben. Die Beharrung zur Seligkeit. Die Gnaden- 
mittel. Die Kirche. Das oeffentliche Predigtamt. Die ewige 
Erwachlung. Die letzten Dinge. Concordia Publishing House, 
St. Louis, Mo. 1920. Price, $5.00, postpaid. ° 

In No. 22, Vol. XXXVI, of the LuruerRAN WITNESS we reviewed 
the second volume of this notable production. All that we said there 
of the salient characteristics of Dr. Pieper’s Dogmatics in general we 
might just as truthfully repeat here in commenting on this third 
volume. Dr. Pieper’s clear and precise language, his reverent appeal 
to the Word of God as the supreme arbiter, his unflinching insistence 
that every word of God’s revelation be accepted in simple, childlike 
faith, and his uncompromising and determined opposition to every 
word and syllable which would overthrow, question, or weaken any 
truth, great or small, which God has taught, commends his teaching 
“to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.” 

This third volume now before us is replete with matters which 
are of vital importance to the peace and welfare of the Church and 
to the satisfactory and successful prosecution of the work of the 
Christian ministry. Its first chapter is devoted to a complete dis- 
cussion of “The Christian Life’; this is followed by an exhaustive 
treatise on the subject of “The Afcans of Grace,” and then follow the 
chapters upon “The Christian Church,” “The Office of Pastor, or 
Bishop,” “Predestination,” and “Jeschatology.” 

In calling attention to what the Bible teaches on these different 
subjects, the Doctor takes occasion to speak of the following very im- 
portant modern issucs: “Lodges,” “Unionism,” “Open and Closed 
Communion,” “Absolution,” “The Usual Confessional Service before 
the Celebration of the Lord’s Supper,” “Infant Baptism,” “Immer- 
sionism,” “The Baptism of John,” “The Condition of the Christian’s 
Soul between Death and the Resurrection,” “The Figurative Language 
of the Bible,” “The Authority of Churches and Synods,” and “Ex- 
orcism.” All these and other matters of utmost consequence to us 
in our day, are treated in a highly interesting, decisive, and satis- 
factory manner. In speaking, for instance, of private absolution, 
Dr. Pieper writes (p. 233): “lor every Christian it is of the greatest 
practical importance to recognize and keep in mind the relation of 
faith to absolution. And what is true of absolution is true of the 
Gospel in general, in every form of its testimony. It is true also of 
Baptism, for Baptism also is absolution. Indeed, Baptism is private 
absolution, because each single person is baptized ‘for the remission of 
sins.’ Kven so, Holy Communion is private absolution, because the 
communicants, individually, receive the body of Christ which was 
given for them, and the blood of Christ which was shed ‘for the re- 
mission of sins.’ ” 

The subject of the Lord’s Supper, because of its great importance 
and because of the troublesome controversies which have agitated the 
minds of men concerning its nature and purpose, is treated at great 
length. Here, as elsewhere, the proper historical setting for the dif- 
ferent opinions and doctrines is supplied. In this connection also the 
author emphasizes the fact that all the teaching of Holy Scriptures 
is in reality very plain and simple. In no case docs the Word of God 
itself create doubt or uncertainty. The necessity for lengthy, learned, 
and intricate exegesis and discussion is caused by false teachers and 
their tactics. These errorists are the ones who confuse many simple 
Christians and force the teachers of the truth to take up their er- 
roneous ideas, accusations, and incriminations one by one in order to 
refute their false teaching and protect the simple faith of the Chris- 
tian in the Word of God. For instance, Dr. Pieper justly insists that 
nothing could be more clear than this plain statement of our Lord: 
“This is My body.” If we were dealing with none but sincere Chris- 
tians, who are willing to accept by simple faith every word that their 
Lord and Master, Jesus Christ, has spoken, it might be suflicient to 
teach what Luther teaches in the Small Catechism. For whoever 
simply believes with childlike faith what Jesus states when He says: 
“This is My body,” holds the Lutheran faith on this matter. But that 
is just exactly what the devil docs not want men to believe, and there- 
fore he has introduced into this matter so many puzzling opinions and 
so much doubt and confusion, which force the defenders of the truth 
to polemize at length against his machinations. — 

This volume also contains a Jarge number of quotations of 
acknowledged merit from the writings of Luther himself, from the 
Book of Concord, and from other Lutheran classics. On pages 11 
and 12, where the psychological effect of saving faith unto holiness 
of life is spoken of, the author calls attention to, and quotes, that 
exquisite utterance of Luther in which the great Reformer teaches 
that any man-made or man-given opinion is indecd a mere lifeless, 
artificial, and helpless thing, whereas the faith of which Christ Him- 
self is the Author carries within it God’s own life, and therefore moves 
the believing Christian to many and the very best good works; aye, 
it makes of him a world conqueror. Space will not permit us to refer 
to many of these quotations, which are so well chosen and so skilfully 
distributed that, taken all together, they amount to a compend of 
Luther’s theology. 

Pastors, moreover, may find abundant material, direction, and 
stimulation in this volume for discussion at their conferences. For 
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instance, the subject treated on pages 20 and 21 might well engage 
a pastoral conference for a whole series of sessions. — 

On page 373, in very few words, there is enunciated the principle 
which, if consistently carried out, will spell death and destruction for 
all superstition and fanaticism. The author there states: “But ‘faith’ 
In spiritual things is a relative term; it must always have the Word 
of God as its correlative.” If this principle had always been kept in 
mind, and if all creeds had been fashioned strictly in accordance with 
it, there would be no false creed to-day. Let no one imagine that such 
clearness and exactness in the statement of religious truth is of little 
value, and that the practical work of the pastor is actually not in 
necd of it. There may, indeed, be a great deal of fussiness, work, and 
gathering in of people, external growth and showy results, without 
conscicntious care for purity of doctrine, but they who engage in such 
superficial activity will find by and by that they have built beautiful 
nests for vermin and parasites. — 

In studying this volume, we were again impressed with the fact 
that the Lutheran Church need fear no Bible-passage. We are all ac- 
quainted with the stand which the Roman Catholic Church takes on 
the reading of the Bible by the laity. There are many passages of the 
Bible which have given them no little trouble, and as for the Reformed 
church-bodies, Calvinistic as well as Arminian, they also avoid certain 
passages of the Bible, and when they must face them, their exegesis 
and interpretation amounts to a slaughter of the text. It is reassur- 
ing for a Lutheran to read what is said on this point on pages 379 
and 380. 7 

We hope that soon, very soon, an English edition of this book 
may appear, so that the clergymen also of the different denominations 
that surround us may be given an opportunity to taste the difference 
between the unsatisfactory rationalistic philosophizing which leads to 
nothing but to doubt and uncertainty, and a theology which offers 
simply God’s revelation as it is presented to us in the clear and 
definite statements of Holy Writ. s. 





Miscellaneaus, 


Installations. 


Installed under authorization of the respective District 
Presidents: — 


On 3d Sunday after Easter: The Rev. H. Camin in the congrega- 
tions at Amelia and Burkeville, and on April 26 in the congregation 
at Meherrin, Va., by Pastor J. G. Spilman; on April 27 in the con- 
gregations at Cumberland and Farmville, Va., by Pastor F. H. 
Meuschke. — The fev. O. H. Lottes in Immanuel Church, New Rock- 
ford, N. Dak., by Pastor W. L. Kupsky.— The Rev. E. A. Widen- 
hoefer in the congregation at Wylie and Red Lake Falls, Minn., by 
Pastor E. A. Schuett. 

On 4th Sunday after Easter: The Rev. R. J. I. Mueller in St. 
Paul’s Church, Gar Creek, Ind., by Pastor H. B. Kohlmeier. — The . 
Rev. W. H. Gehrke in Trinity Church, near Wellsville, Mo., by Pas- 
tor H. D. Mensing. — The fev. Th. Schulz in the church at Golconda, 
Ill., by Pastor T. J. Mehl. —The Rev. E. Flach as superintendent 
of the Ev. Luth. Home-finding Society of Illinois by Pastor W. Grother. 
— The Rev. R. Malotky in St. Matthew’s Church, Town Neva, Wis., 
by Pastor O. Neumann. 

On 5th Sunday after Easter: The Rev. J. H. Deye in St. Peter’s 
Church, Bremen, Lll., by Pastor A. G. Duenow.— The Rev. R. Ma- 
lotky in First Ev. Luth. Church, Summit Lake, Wis., by Pastor O. 
Neumann. . 


Installed as teacher: — 


On lst Sunday after Easter: Teacher A. J. Binneboese as teacher 
of the school of ‘Trinity Church, Sauk Rapids, Minn., by Pastor A. 
Agather. 


Anniversary. 


On 4th Sunday after Easter, St. John’s Church, Buckley, Il. 
(the Rev. Chr. Bracunig, pastor), celebrated their fiftieth anniversary. 


Conferences. 


The Shawano Pastoral Conference will meet, D.v., June 1 (9 A. af.) 
and 2 in Zachow, Wis. (Rev. W. Schroeder, pastor). Papers to be 
read by the Revs. R. Tornow, Braun, E. Witte, M. Mueller. Confes- 
sional address: Rev. R. Stuth (Rev. O. Mueller). Sermon: Rev. J. H. 
Nau. Kindly notify pastor loct as to your attendance or absence. 

J. H. Nau, Sec. 


The Pastors’ and Teachers’ Conference of Colorado and New 
Mexico will meet, D. v., June 24 to 28 in Emmaus Church, Denver, 
Colo. Papers by the Revs. Kretzschmar, Feiertag, Mueller, T. Hoyer, 
Heitfeld, Drinkgern, Hensel, Leimbrock, and Teachers Podolski and 
Heyne (2). Sermons and addresses by the Revs. Obermeier, Schmid, 
Bekemeier, Gerken; Heitfeld (Drinkgern), Kretzschmar. Please 
make known to Rev. Th. Hoyer, pastor loct, whether you can come 
or not. M. L. MUELLER, Seo. 
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Committees Appointed for the Delegate Synod. 


. The - Delegate Synod has adopted the following resolutions: 
The President of the General Body is hereby asked to publish the 
list of committees and their members in the official organs (Lu- 
theraner and LUTHERAN WITNESS) about two weeks before the 
Synod meets. Whoever is thus appointed on a committee and finds 
that he cannot be present at Synod, shall notify the President, so 
that he may have opportunity to appoint another one in his stead. 
If the chairman of a committee fails to appear, the member named 
in second place shall at once begin with the work, lest entire days 
pass before the committee begins its work.” (Syn. Rep. 1908, p. 145.) 

“Resolved, That it shall be the duty of cach committee so to 
publish the times and places of their meetings, both before and 
during the meeting of Synod, that those interested may be given 
an opportunity of being present at the meetings of the particular 
committee.” (Syn. Rep. 1916, p. 193.) 

In order to carry out the latter resolution, special meeting- 
places will be assigned the committees, and the time of meeting 
will be posted on a bulletin board. In accord with a wish of Synod 
an Information Bureau and a Postoflice will also be arranged. 

NoTeE.— All numbers below 100 indicate unprinted documents. 

Commtttce 1. — Institutions. Reports and Memorials, 101—137; 
1001, §§ 2, 8, 9. 1, Memorandum — P. Roesener; 3, Disburdening 
the Treasury of Board Money—New York District Conference; 
9, Training of Lady Teachers; 15, Military Department in Fort 
Wayne; 22, LUTHERAN WITNESS.— All District Presidents. Gen- 
eral Board of Control. Pastors: Sommer (English District), Schin- 
nerer (Mich.), Hemmeter (East.), Erbe (lowa), Schilling (N. Wis.). 
Teachers: Kemnitz (N.11].), Kampe (Cent.), Schumacher (S. Wis.). 
Lay Delegates: Schmalz (Can.), Succop (IEngl.), Oelschlayer (Kans.), 
Pipkorn (Minn.), Nolte (Nebr.), Jahnke (N. Dak. and Mont.), Reisig 
(South.), Sechausen (S.11].). In the deliberations on the memorial 
of the Survey Committce the following professors are to assist: Fuer- 
bringer, Wessel, Eifrig, Ross, Stein. Advisory member: General 
Treasurer. Chairman: President Brunn. 

This Committee will meet Monday, June 14, 10 a. u., at Bethany 
Hall] (Rev. Smukal, 888 Meldrum Ave., Detroit). 

Committee 2. — Constitutional Matters. Reports and Memorials, 
401—405; 1001, §5. 2, Washington Bureau. — Pastors: Broecker 
(East.), Becker, Sr. (Nebr.), Lankenau (Cent.). Prof. Mezger. 
Teachers: Mueller (Kans.), Kuhnow (Oreg. and Wash.). Lay Dele- 
gates: Zollmann (N. Ill.), Dirks (Cent. Ill.), Eckhardt (Atl.), 
Thiehle (Engl.). 

3 a Committee will meet Tuesday, June 15, 10 a. Mu., at Bethany 
all. 

Committee 3.— Credentials and Registration. — Pastors: Kolbe 
(Minn.), Koessel (Mich.). Teachers: Gotsch (Mich.), Bode (Mich.). 
Lay Delegates: De Beauclair (Cent.), Rose (N. Ill.). 

Committee 4.—I1n Charge of Elections. — Pastor Horn (Cen- 
tral I)l.). 

Committee 5.— On Nominations. — To be elected by Synod. 

Committee 6.— Home Mission in North America and Church 
Extension Fund, 301—306, 406, 407, 611, 612, 613,502,617. 17, Church 
Extension Fund.— Pastors: Hartmann (Nebr.), Oetjen (Minn.), 
von Schilichten (Atl.), Schuessler (Engl.), Durow (Tex.), Wangerin 
(N.1ll.). Dir. Buenger. Teachers: Facrber (West.), Sieving (S. Ill.). 
Lay Delegates: Gieseler (S. Wis.), Harting (Oreg. and Wash.), 
Schwartz (East.), Kastner (N. Dak. and Mont.), Hermann (N. Wis.). 

Committee 7. — Home Mission in Foreign Countries, 314. — Pas- 
tors: H.C. Steup (Atl.), Behrens (S.1ll.), Stelter (N. Wis.), Vom- 
hof (N. Dak. and Mont.). ‘Teachers: Piecpenbrink (N. Ill.), Voigt 

- (Mich.). Lay Delegates: Appel (East.), Goehring (West.), Bolz 
(Cent. Tll.), Kuechle (S. Wis.). 

Committee 8. — Mission among Deaf-mutes and Jews, 309, 311. 
— Pastors: Buenger (N. Ill.), Guckenberger (Kast.), Brauer (Kans.), 
Lueker (N. Dak.). ‘Teacher Ruff (N.IIl.). Lay Delegates: Claus 
(West.), Haar (S. Dak.), Zwemke (Iowa), Schefft (S. Wis.). 

Committee 9. — Foreign-tongue Mission and Indian Mission, 312. 
18, Report of Foreign-tongue Mission. — Pastors: Moeller (West.), 
Jobst. (lowa), Hoeness (Mich.), Kersten (N. Wis.). Teacher Bertram 
(Iowa). Lay Delegates: Koch (Kans.), Brauns (N. Ill.), Telle 
(West.), Albrecht (Nebr.). 

Committee 10.— Foreign Missions (India and China), 315. — 
Prof. Th. Graebner. Pastors: Reith (West.), Braeunig (Cent. Ill.), 
Bode (Minn.), Gerike (S. Dak.). Teachers: Ollmann (Cent.), Fried- 
rich (Minn.). Lay Delegates: Klein (Atl.), Jacobsen (Cal. and 
Nev.), Wedemeyer (Iowa), Kretzmann (Kans.). ° 

Committee 11. — Immigrant Missions, Seamen’s Mission, 307, 308. 
Pastors: Theiss (Cal. and Nev.), Kutter (Can.), Amstein (Iowa), 
Hornbostel (Kans.), Boevers (S. Wis.). Teacher Kastrup (Cent.). 
Lay Delegates: Albers:(Minn.), Rehschuh (Nebr.), Dietrich (N. Il.), 
Bauer (Cent.). 

Committee 12. — Juvenile Work, 510; 1001, aa ber 
Sauer (N. LI.), Sieck (West.), Kothe (S.Ill.), Zapf (N.I.). Prof. 
Kreinheder. Teacher Capelle (S. Wis.). Lay Delegates: Dammeyr 
(Cent.), Dederer (East.), Paul Meyer (N. Dak.), Renner (Mich.). 

Committce 18.— Support, 610. 23, Report of Auditors. — Pas- 
tors: C. P. Schulz (S. Wis.), Totzke (East.), Meinzen (Cent.), Ober- 
schulte (Engl.), Linn (Mich.). Prof. Schuelke. Teachers: Wendt 
(N.Wis.), Wendling (S. Dak.). Lay Delegates: Ude (Nebr.), Kocbel 
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(Ingl.), Nuechterlein (Mich.), Neils (Minn.), Scheimann (Cent.), 
Janzow (West.), Witte (Tex.), MKleinhans (Cent. Ill.), Bartling 
(N.111.), Gundlach (East.). 

Committee 14.4; Publications, 501, 503—509, 511, 512; 1001, 
$$ 1, 3, 6, 7, 10, 13. 10, Strodel-Periodicals; 11, Tract Society of 
ree Church. — Pastors: Brust (West.), Schabacker (Nebr.), Iucht- 
hausen (Minn.), Oberheu (S. Dak.), Wahl (JEngl.), Kuechle (Cent.). 
Teachers: Grothmann (8. Wis.), Moerbe (South.). Lay Delegates: 
Sieving (S. 11l.), Brinkmann (Cent.), Steinhoff (Atl.), Stamm 
(N. Wis.). 

Committce 15. — Financial Matters, 601—609, 614, 615, 616. 
14, Report of General Board of Auditors. — Pastors: Luehr (Cent.), 
H. Schulz (Minn.), Rittamel (Nebr.), Schurdel (Cent.). Prof. Steiner. 
Teachers: Diener (N. 1ll.), Scheer (Nebr.). Lay Delegates: Jobbe 
(Cent.), Dicke (Minn.), Mauntler (Mich.), Riggert (JXans.), Lten 
(lown), Pieplow (Engl.), Bruer (Can.). 

Committee 16.— Parochial Schools, 201—212. 16, Change of 
Teachers. — Pastors: Grueber (S. Wis.), Niermann (West.), E. I. ° 
Mueller (East.), Schmidtke (N.Jll.). Dir. Luecke. Prof. Arndt. 
Teachers: Frank (Atl.), Weller (Cent.), Roecker (Cal. and Nev.). 
Lay Delegates: Rotermund (N. I1l.), Voss (N. Wis.), List (Mich.), 
Bentschneider (Iowa). 

Committee 17. — Applications for Reception into Synod. 8, Con- 
gregation at Angola, Ind:— Pastors: Elbert (Cent. Lll.), Sehwer- 


mann (Minn.). ‘Teachers: Schumm (East.), Preusser (Tex.). Lay 
Delegates: Engel (Oreg. and Wash.), Lubbe (Nebr.). 
Committee 18.—On Appeals. 20, Pieper (S.I11.); 21, Rindt 


(JXans.).— To be elected by Synod. 

Committce 19. — Excuses. — Pastors: P. G. Schmidt (Cent.), 
Petersen (Atl.), Hoemann (Tex.). Teacher Ruecklos (Cent. Lll.). 
Lay Delegates: Rubel (East.), Ranning (Tex.). ; 

Committee 20.— Press Committee. — Pastors: Fackler (Engl.), 
H. Kowert (N. Lll.), Kretzmann (Cent.). 

Committee 21.— Miscellaneous, 1002—1006. 2A—E, Railroad 
Matters, Teachers’ Conferences; 5, General Information Bureau, Pas- 
tor H. Schmidt. — Pastors: Wambsganss (Cent.), Kramer (South.), 
Iedder (Oreg. and Wash.), Grother (Cent. J]l.), Mohrmann (Atl.). 
Teachers: Kern (Atl.), Rabey (N. 111.), Albrecht (lowa). Lay Dele- 
gates: Otto (Mich.), Goss (Minn.), Warnke (Nebr.), Krone (S. Dak.). 


The first name appearing in the list is the chairman of the re- 
spective committee. Lis duty is to call the committee for organiza- 
tion, and to return the documents to the Secretary after presenta- 
tion of the report. In case the chairman is prevented from coming 
in due time, the second man named on the list serves as chairman 
pro tempore. The committees will announce time and place of their 
meeting on the Bulletin Board for the convenience of those who wish 
to be heard. 

Committeemen unable to attend Synod are requested to notify 
the undersigned. ' 

Dr. Pieper will read a paper on “Christianity, the Religion of 
the Future Life.” 

Chicago, Ill., May 16, 1920. F, PFOTENIIAUER, 
Gencral President of Synod. 


Synodical Roster. 


1. Additions to, or changes of, the list which is to be printed 
before Synod convenes, should be sent to the undersigned at once. 

2. Etngaben will be sent to all pastors; registration cards, to 
all synodical delegates whose names have been sent to the Sec- 
retary; credential cards, to lay-delegates only. 

3. Credential cards and registration cards must be given to the 
Committee before service on June 16, a.M. Each synodical delegate 
will then receive a “Convention Button.” 

R. D. BIEDERMANN, Gen. Seo., 
Springfield, Ill. 


Reduced Fare to the Convention in Detroit, Mich. 


A reduction of one and one-third of the full fare will be granted 
by all railroads to all who wish to attend the meeting of our General 
Body in Detroit, Mich., June 16—26, and whose full fare, one way, 
is 75 cents or more. 

To secure this reduced fare, request a certificate from the agent 
when you purchase your ticket to Detroit. Do not make the mistake 
of asking for a receipt, but ask for a certificate. 

Purchasing dates for tickets for this mecting are June 12—18. 

In case your local agent has no certificates, inquire of him at 
what nenrest station certificates are available, then purchase local 
ticket to such station, and buy your through ticket to Detroit there, 
and ask for a certificate. 

On your arrival at Detroit present your certificate to the under- 
signed, as reduced fare for the return trip will not apply unless you 
are properly identified as provided by the certificate. 

Since 250 certificates are necessary to authorize a granting of 
reduced fare, everybody paying full fare to Detroit is requested to 
apply for a certificate. Persons using half-fare privilege cannot re- 
ceive certificates. 

A special train on the Wabash R. R., leaving Chicago on Tuesday, 
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10 A. wf, and arriving at Detroit at 5.30 Pp. M., will be pro- 


June 15, 
say buving through ticket via Chicago, se that it reads Kvin 
Wabash.” Write immediately whether you w.il take Special. 


Additional information will be gladly fur) shed on applying to 
' Rev. E. G. NAciHTsiiErM, 
General Itailroad Secretary, 
609 18th Ave., N., Minneapolis, Minn. 





Meeting of Home Mission Boards. 


All representatives of Home Mission Boards will meet on Tues- 
day, June 15, 10 a.M., in the school of Rev. R. Smukal'’s congrega- 
tion, Detroit, Mich. Car I, DIETZ. 





Important Notice. 


The Executive Committee of the Lutheran Laymen’s League held 
a meeting in Chicago on May 14 and 15, in order to make arrange- 
ments for the General Convention of the League in Detroit on June 
14 and 15, and to pass resolutions necessary for the transfer of the 
collected moneys to Synod. It is of great importance to the brethren 
to know exactly before Synod convenes what sum is at their disposal. 
They request, therefore, through the undersigned, that all congrega- 
tions which have not as yet submitted their contributions to the 
League to do so immediately, either directly or through the respec- 
tive district treasurer. ‘The address of the treasurer of the L. L. L. 
is: Mr. Fred C. Pritzlaff, 730 First Wisconsin National Bank Bldg., 
Milwaukee, Wis. 

Chicago, Ill., May 17, 1920. F. PFOTENNAUER, 
General President of Synod. 


a 


Additional Nomination for Winfield. 


Supplementary to list of candidates for the seventh professor- 
ship at St. John’s College, Winfield, Kans., published in the last 
issue, the following candidate has been nominated: — 

Rev. J. Weidenschilling, by St. Paul’s Congregation of Buffalo 
Creek, Nebr. R. MIESSLER, 

303 S. Tenth St., Independence, Kans. 


The Convention of the Iowa District of the Walther League 


will take place on June 5 and 6 at the Lutheran Church in Boone, 
lowa (the Rev. O. Erbe, pastor). All congregations in Iowa are re- 
quested to send delegates. Notify Pastor Erbe of the names of dele- 
gates and the time of arrival at Boone. Hy. A. KoeENIG, Chairman. 


Notices. 


If you know of any Lutherans living in Globe or Miami, Ariz., 
please send their names and addresses to the undersigned pastor of 
the Wisconsin Synod. Rev. H. C. Nitz, Box 1226, Globe, Ariz. 


Any one knowing of Lutherans living in or near Onamia, Hill- 
man, Pierz, Malmo, Opstead, Red Top, and Isle, Minn., is requested 
to send their names and addresses to 

Rev. S. E. RATHKE, Isle, Minn. 





| Treasurers’ Reports. 


ENGLISH DISTRICT. 


Mission. — Congregations: Christ, Chicago, $190.49; Calvary, 
Buffalo, 150.00; Grace, St.Louis, 59.01; Pilgrim, Chicago, 143.09; 
Hope, Grand Rapids, Mich., 10.00; St. Peter’s, Conover, N.C., 16.30; 
St. Stephen’s, Hickory, N.C., 28.91; Christ, San Francisco, 10.25; 
Redeemer, Catawba, N.C., 12.50; Grace, New York, 50.00; Redeemer, 
Detroit, 31.08; Trinity, Flatbush, Brooklyn, 25.00. Sunday-school, 
Pilgrim Church, St. Louis, 18.91. — Total, $745.54. 

Synodical Treasury. — Congregations: Christ, Chicago, $75.00; 
Calvary, Buffalo, 50.00; Grace, St. Louis, 100.00; Hope, Grand Rap- 
ids, Mich., 5.00; St. Peter’s, Conover, N.C., 4.08; Grace, Strasburg, 
I1l., 9.60; Good Shepherd, Brooklyn, 7.70; Christ, San Francisco, 
3.55; Trinity, Flatbush, Brooklyn, 10.00.— Total, $264.93. 

Synodical Building Iund. — Congregations: Christ, Chicago, 
$25.00; St. Peter’s, Conover, N.C., 1.63; Christ, San Francisco, 3.10; 
Our Redeemer, Chicago, 76.13. — Total, $105.86. 

Church Extension Fund.—St. Peter’s Church, Conover, N.C., 
$1.63. Ladies’ Aid Society, Zion Church, Cascade, Mo., 3.00. — Total, 
$4.63. 


American Intheran Board for Relief in Europe. — Pilgrim 
Church, Chicago, ‘$5.00. 
American Lutheran Publicity Bureau. — Church of the Holy 


Communion, Harrisburg, Pa., $5.00. 

Mission in Brazil.— Congregations: Calvary, Buffalo, $30.00; 
Grace, St. Louis, 10.00; St. Peter’s, Conover, N.C., .62; Christ, San 
Francisco, .35; Trinity, Flatbush, Brooklyn, 5.00.— Total, $46.17. 
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Board of Support. — Congregations: Christ, Chicago, $.75; Cal- 
vary, Buffalo, 50.00; Grace, St. Louis, 10.00; St. Peter's, Conover, 
N.U.,, 3.91; Christ, San Francisco, 9.69.— Total, $74.35. 

_, fission in China. — Congregations: Calvary, Buffalo, $25.00; 
aes Conover, N.C., .49; Christ, San Francisco, 1.71.— Total, | 
_, Leaf-mute Mission. — Congregations: Grace, St. Louis, $5.00; 
5 tell Conover, N.C., .33; Christ, San Francisco, .25.— Total, 

Forcign Mission. — Congregations: Grace, St. Louis, $14.53; St. 
Peter’s, Conover, N.C., 1.14. — Total, $15.67. 

Foreign-tongue Mission in U.8.— Congregations: Calvary, Buf- 
falo, $15.00; St. Peter’s, Conover, N.C., .33; Christ, San Francisco, 
1.14. — 7'otal, $16.47. 

General Home Mission. — Congregations: St. Peter’s, Conover, 
N. C., $1.63; Good Shepherd, Brooklyn, 5.65; Christ, San Francisco, 
2.60. — Y'otal, $9.78. 

Immigrant Mission. — Congregations: St. Peter’s, Conover, N.C., 
$.16; Christ, San Francisco, 2.02. — Total, $3.08. 

Mission in Jndia. — Congregations: Calvary, Buffalo, $25.00; 
Christ, San Francisco, 3.51; Trinity, Flatbush, Brooklyn, 5.00. — 
J'otal, $33.51. 

Indian Mission. — Congregations: St. Peter’s, Conover, N.C., 
$ .33; Christ, San Irancisco, 2.65. Sunday-school, Pilgrim Church, 
St. Louis, 10.00. — Z'otal, $12.98. 

Indian Mission (Building Fund). — Ladies’ Aid Society, Coy- 
ner’s Congregation, Waynesboro, Va., $10.00. 

Indigent Students. — Ladies’ Aid Society, Zion Church, Cascade, 
Mo., $6.00. 

Jewish Mission. — Congregations: St. Peter’s, Conover, N.C., 
$.10; Christ, San I'ranciseo, 2.45. — Total, $2.55. 

Ministerial Education fund. — Congregations: Grace, St. Louis, 
$10.00; Holy Communion, Harrisburg, Pa., 5.00; St. Peter’s, Conover, 
N.C., .62; Christ, San Francisco, 2.50. — Total, $18.32. : 

Negro Mission. — Congregations: Calvary, Buffalo, $30.00; Grace, 
St. Louis, 10.00; St. Peter’s, Conover, N.C., 1.30; Christ, San Fran- 
cisco, 2.81. — Total, $44.11. 

City Mission, Chicago, Ill.— Pilgrim Church, Chicago, $25.00. 

City Alission, St. Louis, Mu.— Grace Church, St. Louis, $46.15. 

City Mission Social Worker, St. Louis, Jfo.— Ladies’ Aid So- 
ciety, Grace Church, St. Louis, $3.00. 

Home for Feeble-minded and Epileptics, Watertown, Wis. — 
Congregations: Grace, St. Louis, $6.05; Christ, San Francisco, 3.00. 
— otal, $9.05. 

Lutheran Home for the Aged, St. Louis, Mo.— Grace Church, 
St. Louis, $5.00. 

Lutheran Orphan Home, Des Peres, Mo.—Grace Church, St. 
Louis, $24.26. 

Ev. Luth. Deaconess Homc, Fort Wayne, Ind. — Church of the 
Good Shepherd, Brooklyn, $1.00. 

Lutheran Sanitarium, Wheat Ridge, Colo. — Christ Church, San 
Francisco, $1.05. 

Walther League Wheat Ridge Sanitarium Dollar Collection. — 
Young People’s Societies: Our Redeemer, Freeport, Ill., $54.00; Re- 
deemer, North Tonawanda, N.Y., 63.00. Ruth Guild, Pilgrim Church, 
Chicago, 42.00. — ZJ'otal, $159.00. 

California Concordia College, Oakland, Cal. — Christ Church, 
San Francisco, $11.25. 

Concordia Institute, Bronxville, N.Y. (Alumni Fund for Debt). — 
Congregations: Trinity, llatbush, Brooklyn, $10.00; Calvary, Buffalo, 
25.00. — 7'otal, $35.00. GRAND ToTAL: $1,776.49. : 

NB. The sums recorded on p. 143 (No.9) as collected for Beth- 
Iehem Orphan Home at New Orleans, La., are all to be credited to 
the confirmation classes of the respective churches, noé to the con- 
gregations, as was done in two of the three instances. 


May 17, 1920. Cuas. H. DETTE, T'reas., 
3935 Greer Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


ATLANTIC DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Atlantic District during April, 


- 1920: — 


Synodical Treasury, $535.72; Synodical Building Fund, 124.34; 
Missions, 1,568.80; Miscellaneous, 3,223.91. — Total, $5,452.77. 
O. H. RESTIN, Treas. 


CENTRAL DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Central District during April, 
1920: — 
Synodical Fund, $3,781.33; Synodical Building Fund, 1,136.89; 
Missions, 1,868.33; Miscellancous, 5,653.87.— Total, $12,440.42. 
P. E. Wo tr, Treas. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Central Illinois District during 
April, 1920: — ; _ 
Synodical Treasury, $1,159.59; Synodical Building Fund, 217.85; 
Missions, 222.69; Miscellaneous, 2,666.12. — Total, $4,266.15. 
E. C. BEcK, Treas. 
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‘ EASTERN DISTRICT. 
wooo at the Treasury of the Eastern District during April, 
Synodical Treasury, $793.06; Synodical Building Fund, 147.25; 
Missions, 6,431.98; Miscellaneous, 3,095.67.— otal, $10,467.96. 
J. P. ScUAFFER, Treas. 


SOUTHERN WISCONSIN DISTRICT. 

Received at the Treasury of the Southern Wisconsin District 
during April, 1920: — 

Synodical Treasury, $2,272.74; Synodical Building Fund, 172.51; 
Missions, 2,808.29; Miscellaneous, 3,544.61. — Y'olal, $8,798.15. 

A. Ross, 7'rceas. 
TEXAS DISTRICT. 

Received at the Treasury of the Texas District during March 
and April, 1920: — ate 

For Home Mission (Texas District), $3,442.63; from mission 
posts, 2,977.37; for Synodical Treasury, 787.24; Synodical Building 
Fund, 124.60; Synodical Reporis, 20.00; Vexas District Afessenger, 
50.64; Foreign-tongue Mission, 10.60; Deaf-mute Mission, 29.00 ; 
Orphanage at New Orleans, 2.00; Texas District Church Extension 
Fund, 521.30; Storm Damage to Chureh at Lyons, Tex., 5.50; Gen- 
eral Home Mission, 14.80; General Church Extension Fund, 27.79; 
Mission in China, 43.80; Deaconess Home, 5.00; Jewish Mission, 1.85; 
Mission in South America, 37.70; European Free Church, 10.00; 
Children’s Home at Winfield, .25; TForeien Mission, 28.10; Storm 
Sufferers at Fergus Falls and Dumont, Minn., 4.25; L.L. L., 2.00; 
Students’ Treasury, 187.12; Conference Fund, 78.36; Property Pur- 
chase for Winfield College, 85.43; Widows and Orphans, 36.00; Negro 
Mission, 79.50; Institute for Kpileptics, 43.25; War Sufferers in 
Europe, 1,046.56; Orphans in Germany, 290.00; Board of Support, 
104.43; Miss Pilman’s School in New Orleans, 5.00; Indian Mission, 
14.55; London Mission, 2.00; Sanitarium in Wheat Ridge, 9.00.— 
Total, $10,127.75. W. C. VoaeEL, Treas. 


Acknowledgment. 


The L.L.L. gratefully acknowledges the receipt of a contribu- 
tion of $10.00 for our Permanent Endowment Fund from “A Iriend’’ 
' of Wise, Mo. I'rep C. PRitz.arr, 
730 First Wisconsin National Bank Bldg., 
Milwaukee, Wis. 








Lutheran Laymen’s League $3,000,000.00 
Endowment Fund. 
Waich tt grow. 





May 13, 1920: $2,082,346.6I. 






—$3,000,000.00 
2,800,000.00 
2,600,000.00 
2,400,000.00 
2,200,000.00 
April 17, 1920 
Nov. 11, 1919 
Aug. 6, 1919 

June 13, 1919 


2,000,000.00 
1,800,000.00 
1,600,000.00 
1,400,000.00 


May 18, 1919 1,200,000.00 


May 7, 1919 1,000,000.00 
April 29, 1919 800,000.00 
April 21, 1919 600,000.00 
April 15, 1919 400,000.00 
April 8, 1919 200,000.00 : 
March 80, 1919 0.00 


Send all contributions to Mr. Fred C. Pritzlaff, 730 First Wis- 
consin National Bank Bldg., Milwaukee, Wis. 
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From E. J. Rodekohr, Corder, Mo., for Synodical Treasury, $10.00; 
for South American Mission, 5.00; for Board of Support, 5.00. Wm. 
Kggers, Kennewick, Wash., for Negro Mission, 50.00 ; for Synodical 
Treasury, 25.00; for Home Mission, 25.00. Mrs. J. T. Berry, North 
Detroit, Mich., for Chureh Jéxtension Fund, 30.00. Per President 
Pfotenhauer, from N.N., Lineoln, Nebr., for Synodical Treasury, 4.00, 
From “A Lutheran,” St. Louis, Mo., for Negro Mission, 3.00. Per 


’ Rev. R. Kretzschmar, from N. N., Cincinnati, O., for China Mission, 


300.00. Ph. Dannewitz, East Carondelet, JI]., for Synodical Treas- 
ury, 5.00; for Negro Mission, 2.00. W. HH. Geisler, Davenport, lowa, 
for the Michigan movement in behalf of parochial schools, 5.00. Jum- 
manuel Congregation, Mereedes, T’ex., for Muropean Relief, 75.615 
from John Amschiler, Jacob, Ill, 10.00. Mar. Bertram’s schoolchil- 
dren, Portage, Wis., for new building of Indian M ission, 11.20. N.N,, 
Cincinnati, O., per Rev. R. Kretzschmar, for China Mission, 500.00. 
From the Sunday-school of Jmmanuel Church, Neenah, Wis., per 
Rev. I. Moll, for Sanitarium in Wheat Ridge, 17.05; for Indian Mis- 
sion, 17.05. Per Rev. ©. I. Dietz, from Sunday-school of Church of 
Our Redeemer, Oakmont, Pa., for Home Mission, 3.00. Per Rev. G. 
Chr. Barth, for lorcign Mission, 3.00. Irom N. N., Dallas, Tex., for 
Sanitarium in Wheat Ridge, 5.00. Kk. SEUEL, Gen. Treas. 





Important Notice. 


Kindly consult the address printed on this copy of your WITNESS. 
The bottom line of the address shows when your subscription expires. 
(Ifor instance, “Dec 20” signifies that your subscription expires with 
the last number in December, 1920.) If it expires soon, please send 
your dollar (25 cents additional in St. Louis, Canada, and foreign 
countries) to your agent or to us in ample‘time to insure our un- 
interrupted service. 1t requires normally about two weeks before 
change of expiration date will show on address plates. 


Be sure to mention the paper you desire, and your name and. ad- 
dress, both new and old, if you desire a change in address. No paper 
ean be mailed by us unless paid in advance, and if your renewal is 
not received before expiration, your name will automatically drop 
from our mailing-list, ConcorDIA Puntisnine House, 

St. Louis, Mo. 
a—e6G60—0_C—GC—_—_"Dl]YqQuquqaqcq eS 


Change of Addresses. 


Rev. IF. W. Bangert, Gladstone, Nebr. 

Rev. J. H. Deye, R. 1, Chester, Ill. : 

Rev. C. F. Drewes, 3723 Vista Place, Pine Lawn Branch, St. 
Louis, Mo. 

Rey. R. Frick, R. 5, Waterloo, Tl. 

Rev. A. Hardt, R. 5, Box 114, North Milwaukee, Wis. 

Rev. G. Jagels, Hoxie, Kans. 

Rev. Jk. Joesting, Hudson, Wis. 

Rev. P. G. Kaase, Kingsbury, ‘Tex. 

Rev. Paul i. Kretzmann, Ph. D., 3705 Texas Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 

Rev. O. L. Lang, R. 1, Hastings, lowa. 
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The Word They Still Shall Let Remain. 


May we of the Missouri Synod enter into the spirit in 
which the Great Reformer penned the caption above! The 
clouds of war and bloodshed were -hanging low over Zion’s 
mountain, the Church. The hearts of the Christians were 
bursting with the things they would confess, and, again, they 
were filled with the greatest of apprehensions and fears con- 
cerning the future. Many a staunch supporter’s heart was 
growing faint. Their minds were so engulfed by circum- 
stances unfavorable to their cause that they could not con- 
ceive of a possible blessing stowed away in reading the Word 
of God in the great Augsburg Confession before kings and 
noblemen. ‘Their concern about the Word was to them a dark 
cloud without a silver lining. However, the master mind of 
the Reformation knew that, once the Word of God unchained, 
it would take care of itself. He knew God’s Word was a 
mighty fortress; that the Word could rather protect him 
than he the Word. He was jubilant! Goods, fame, child, 
wife they might take, but no more! Behold, here is great- 
ness: heroically jubilant and absolutely certain of success, 
“though devils all the world should fill.” The reason: “One 
little word can fell him.” 


Here is a storeroom of food for thought. We, being sons 
and daughters of the Reformation, should rise to the same 
height as the Reformer. Our goal should be set high. It is 
imperative that it be so. Nothing short of that will do. As 
soon as we doubt the simple statement: “The Word they still 
shall let remain,” we are undermining our own Christianity. 
This Word, like our God, is “a mighty fortress”; it is “a trusty 
shicld and weapon.” | 

How miserable is the plight of the doubter, the critic, 
and the man who undertakes. to say what is Scripture in 
Scripture and what is not! He finds fault with the Mosaic 
report of creation, doubts the miracles, denies the resurrec- 
tion of the body, and is utterly afraid to impel his mind to 
dwell on the life in the hereafter. May such skepticism never 
get the floor in our Synod! 

Then there are those who would master the Scriptures. 
They have sect commandments of men instead of command- 
ments of God. Scriptures are not sufficient for them. They 
need another book. ‘Tradition, vision, and dream supplant 
inspiration. When brought to bay, they answer, “Well, I know, 


but I don’t accept the Bible alone; I’m not so narrow-minded.” 
Away, we say, away, in our Lutheran Church, with such vaunt- 
ing of proud reason ! 

God is pleased with a man who “trembles” at his Word. 
With Luther the world would fall if he deviated one word 
from the sacred text. Zwingli’s dream concerning the Lord’s 
Supper was brushed aside with the remark that “God grant 
it was not a black spirit” that spoke to him. In the same 
fashion would he summarily dispatch all Eddyist “Keys to 
Scripture,” Mormon “golden plates,” and Adventist “Testi- 
monies.” 

Every onslaught against the divine- Word comes from 
Satan, the father of lies. A true son and daughter of the 
Reformation will, therefore, hate every attack upon divine 
inspiration of Scripture as they hate the devil himself. Why 
should we willingly harbor a viper in our bosom? For that 
reason the battle-line with us is chiefly in that No Man’s 
Land where truth and falsehood meet. Gross error is not 
so dangerous to us as the fine-spun temptation of the devil’s 
emissaries. Thank God, we still rejoice in the fact that we 
insist on the principle: The Word, the whole Word, and 
nothing but the Word. May God ever keep us in such faith 
and joy! 

But let us bring this matter nearer home to us. We must 
never allow substitutes to supplant this Word. Such sub- 
stitutes may be sympathy, our own or another’s judgment, 
precedent, policy, “enlightened reason,” zeal, enthusiasm. 
While some of these may in certain affairs perform the func- 
tion of a guiding star, they have each and every one led men 
on to dangerous ground. All of them are products of the 
human mind, which must be brought into subjection to the 
obedience of Christ. 2 Cor. 10,5. Sympathy and pity, for in- 
stance, for an erring one may take such a hold upon a man 
that he forgets that these are indeed to move us, but God’s 
Word alone is to guide us. | 

Again, an erroneous notion may so please our fancy that 
Scripture is searched in confirmation of it, whereas Scripture 
alone is to formulate religious principles and truths in our 
minds. 

Others deceive themselves by sctting up a rule of pree- 
edent. Right or wrong, they insist on théir tenet for the 
reason that the order of things was so established in their 
old home congregation, or some esteemed father or pastor - 
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acted thus or thus. But neither fathers, pastors, synods, nor 
congregations dare oppose the Word of God. They may 
change all they will, but— “The Word they still shall let 
remain.” 

As the unlearned have their peculiar temptations, so 
also the schooled theologians. Because the latter have ac- 
quired much valuable knowledge, they are tempted to proceed 
to enlist into their service their own feeling and reasoning. 
With them, then, Scripture no longer speaks; they speak as 
divine oracles! Consider and grasp, if you can, the audacity 
of mortal man! He makes himself like unto God. Let us 


not be dazzled into subjection to them by glowing words and © 


high-sounding phraseology of things divine. “Beware lest 
any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after 
the traditions of men, after the rudiments of the world, and 
not after Christ.” Col. 2;8. The Pharisees substituted for 
God’s Word the commandments of men, by-products of their 
own minds. Christ denounced them as vipers. Chief among 
the warnings of the Reformer is that human reason is not to 
supplant divine revelation. 

“May the Word “remain” also despite changes of lan- 


guage. What was once the curse of Babel had its Pentecostal . 


Day. Let us not be afraid. Dare to be a. Lutheran! Luther’s 
words, Dr. Walther’s words should be heeded. As truly as we 
are representative of the Apostolic Church, we have the 
promise that in every tongue our Gospel shall be effective. 

In standing on the principle, “The Word they still shall 
let remain,” we will always be on the winning side. Mark 
closely the course of history. How many attempts have been 
made to root out the Word! How ignominiously all of them 
have failed! “He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh; 
the Lord shall have them in derision.” 

Let us resolve to stand by the Word! May God so give 
us grace! Behold the reward of such as have erred from the 
Word and given substitutes therefor: “If any man shall add 
unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that 
are written in this Book.” How dreadful! When, in hold- 
ing to the Word, we are being accused of obstinacy and 
narrow-mindedness, let us consider this criticism a compli- 
ment. We must stick to the text. Abraham believed the 
Word and did not doubt; Paul believed and did not consult 
with flesh and blood; Luther believed and acted on the prin- 
ciple: “The Word they still shall let remain.” So, then, 
follow in the footsteps of the Great Reformer. Proceed to 
do it now! The everlasting Gospel of the Captain of our 
Salvation calls you to arms. Oh, that our Church and Synod 
might measure up to this challenge! 

Rupert, Idaho. J. A. SCHLICHTING. 


Lutherans, Look to Your Schools! 





Words of Luther for Our Own Day. Translated for the 
“Lutheran Witness” by the Rev. Prof. Th. Engelder, 
Springfield, Ill. 

In bygone times, when the Christians gave their children 
a Christian education and schooling, Satan made a shrewd 
move. ‘The young folks were about to escape him and to be- 
come a grave menace to his kingdom; he acted at once and 
spread his net: he established such cloisters, schools, and 
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orders as made it impossible for a boy to escape him unless 
God miraculously interfered. He is wise enough to know 
that his kingdom is safe so long as the youth is his. If they 
grow up under his tutelage, who shall harm his interests? 
His sway will be undisturbed. For any blow that will stagger 
him must be dealt by the young folks who are brought up in 
the knowledge of God, and spread God’s Word and teach 
others. 

No one, no one, understands what a pernicious, devilish 
scheme it is. And he is going about it so secretly, and every- 
body is avowing his innocence so strenuously, that the damage 
is done before any danger is apprehended and means can be 
found to combat it. People fear the Turk and wars and 
floods; regarding those matters, they know what is harmful 
and helpful. But what Satan designs in this matter they 
cannot sce; there is no apprehension; he has covered his 
tracks. But what should be the attitude of the people in 
these matters? For every dollar they would be willing to 
contribute for the Turkish wars, the enemy being at our very 
doors, they should give one hundred dollars for the cause of 
education, even though it served to educate and make a Chris- 
tian out of but one boy, inasmuch as one right true Christian 
is worth more and accomplishes more real good than all other 
men combined. Let this consideration, then, in the first 
place, dear masters and friends, animate you all: (by estab- 
lishing Christian schools) you are making a stand against 
Satan, that insidious, that most dangerous foe. 

The second incentive: Beware, as St. Paul says, lest 
“you receive the grace of God in vain” and fail to make use 
of the blessed season. For, verily, God has now graciously. 
visited us and. inaugurated the true jubilee. He has supplied 
the men; and these fine young chaps, no less than the older 
men, well trained and well equipped for the work, will, if we 
put them ,to work, do great work. Is it not a matter of com- 
mon knowledge that to-day a boy of fifteen or eighteen years 
who has attended our schools for three years knows more than 
all universities and cloisters ever knew? Why, men would 
attend these schools for twenty, forty years, and in the end 
knew neither Latin nor German. I need not mention the 
depravity and profligacy by which our dear youth was there 
so shockingly debauched. But now that God has so richly ¢ 
blessed us, and given us men in abundance who are well 
fitted to teach and train the young folks, verily, we must 
beware of turning our backs upon His grace and refusing to 
answer His knock. He is standing at the door: happy are 
we if we give Him admittance. He is greeting us: blessed 
is-he who acknowledges it. If we miss our opportunity and 
suffer Him to pass on, who shall bring Him back? 

Let us consider our former misery, the darkness that 
once enveloped us. It is my belief that. we never before had 
so much of God’s Word as now. And if we make nothing of 
it, if we ungratefully refuse to give it an honorable reception, 


_ I very much fear that still greater darkness and misery shall 


come upon us. Buy while the market is favorable! Gather 
in the harvest while the sun is shining and the weather is fair ! 
Profit by God’s Word and grace while you have it! For you 
are to remember that God’s Word and grace is @ passing 
shower, which, when it has passed on, does not return. It 
has been with the Jews; but it is gone and gone forever, and 
they have nothing left. Paul brought it to the land of 
Greece; here, too, it is gone and gone forever, and they have 
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the Turk instead. Rome and the Latin Land has also had it; 
it is gone and gone forever, and they have the Pope instead. 
And you must not imagine that you will have it forever; your 
ingratitude and contempt is driving it away. Up, then, 
gather in and hold fast, all you that can gather and hold. 
There are hard times ahead for the sluggard ! 

(X, 460—464.) 


‘“‘Be Not Deceived.’’ 





THE HORSE OF TROY. 


After ten years’ unsuccessful warfare the Greek chiefs 
endeavored to subduc the Trojans and to destroy the strongly 
fortified city of Troy by a stratagem. 

A large wooden horse — too large to pass through the 
gates of the wall encircling the city — was built by them, and 
in its capacious cavity as many of the most daring and skil- 
ful warriors as possible were secreted. 


Sinon, artfully playing the réle of one who had with . 


brutal injustice been destined for a human sacrifice by his 
compatriots, the Greeks, but had escaped from them, first 
moved the Trojans to compassion over his sad lot; then with 
ingenious‘ dissembling and well-calculated speech induced 
them to introduce the colossal wooden horse into the city. 
This they did by making a breach in the walls. 

At night the crafty Sinon pulled the bolts and let out 
the secluded warriors; the unsuspecting guards at the gates 
were speedily dispatched; the hiding Grecks, notified by a 
signal-fire, immediately returned, vanquished the Trojans, 
and razed the city. 

What skill at arms, valor of bold warriors, had not been 
able to achieve in ten years’ warfare, had been accomplished 
very quickly by falsehood and deception. Listening to crafty 
Sinon’s deceitful story and accepting as sincere his woeful, 
but hypocritical imprecations upon his countrymen, the 
Trojans were beguiled to take their enemics into the safety 
zone behind the solid walls, and thus to aid in their own 
undoing. 

By similar stratagem the 


SPIRITUAL ENEMIES 


of a Christian endeavor to enter into the citadel of his soul, 
fortified and guarded as it should be by faith and the Word 
of God. — What blandishments and allurements are offered 
by the “old evil foe” and by the world to induce a child of 
- God to open to them “just a little” the entrance to the sanc- 
tuary of the soul! And when, having given ear to the honeyed 
words of the flatterer and tempted by the fascinating lures, 
which as gilded baubles are kept dangling before the Chris- 
tian’s eyes, he has been wheedled to let the enemies of the 
soul enter, they immediately set to work to bring about 
his complete spiritual ruination and to despoil him of his 
faith and fear of God. Not only to Cain, but to all persons 
was the notice served : 

“Sin lieth at the door.” 

To Peter Christ said: “Satan hath desired to have you”; 
but every other person will do well to be put on his guard by 
this admonition. 


In the world still foes assail me, 
Crafty, stronger far than I. 
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How easily, then, the Christian, when assailed by the 
crafty seducers, is induced to strike the banner of Christ and 
cravenly to hoist the white flag of surrender! 

Instead of surrendering, the Christian should 


VALIANTLY GIVE BATTLE, 
and heed the apostle’s injunction: “Take unto you the whole 
aimor of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil 
day, and, having done all, to stand.” 
There lurks a snare beneath a bad man’s blandishments, 


an ancient poet says, and daily experience bears out the truth 
of the statement. Scripture warns repeatedly: “Be not de- 
ceived.” Should not we, then, be warned to resist the devil 
who is ever secking to devour us, and to avoid the snares set 
by the unbelievers for the unwary ? 

“Know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity 
with God?” Scripture reminds. And again: “Who is he 
that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus 
is the Son of God ?” 

Loudly Holy Writ sounds the alarm and enjoins us as 
sentinels to be on guard, when it tells us that the enemies 
of our souls “by fair speeches deceive the hearts of the 
simple,” and again when it warns against the “sleight of | 
men and cunning‘ craftiness whereby they lie in wait to 


deceive.” 
O watch, and fight, and pray, 
The battle ne’er give o’er; 
Renew it boldly every day, 
And help divine implore. 


Memphis, . Tenn. M. BruEGGemann. 





Fools Tampering with the Bible. 


In the November number, 1919, of the Ladies’ Home 
Journal, in the “Department of the Office Dog,” some one 
dared to publish the following: — 

“Men who love to dig into what ordinary mortals accept 
as facts and wonder at them now say that the ancients of 
Biblical days reckoned time, not by solstices and equinoxes or 
by the sun or the movement of the earth, but by the moon. 
Thus a year with them was a lunar year, or every time the 
moon came around, they counted it a year. Roughly speak- 


ing, there are a little more than 1214 lunar months of ap- 


proximately 29 days each in a year. This makes it easier to 


understand how Adam lived to be 930 years; according to 


our present reckoning he really lived to be %4. Noah’s 
950 years become 76 years; and the daddy of them all, 
Methuselah, with his 969 lunar years, turns out really to 
have been 77 years, according to our way of figuring. Later, 
of course, the equinox was considered, and six moons, or 
approximately six months, became a ‘year? Hence Abra- 
ham’s 175 years become about 87 years of our time. All of 
which sounds more plausible about these supposed long-lived 
patriarchs.” 

Whereupon the Rev. Henry Hamann, of Ambur, India, 


wrote the “Office Dog” of the Ladies’ Home Journal the 


following letter: — 
“Dear SIR: — 


“When the Ladies’ Home Journal for November arrived 
a few days ago, I turned first to the last page, as I often do. 
I was struck by your remarks on the longevity of the patri- 
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archs, and by the theory, which you regard as plausible, that 
the ‘years’ spoken of in the Biblical account are to be counted 
as lunar months, thus reducing the age of these patriarchs 
to what we consider to be a normal span of life. 

“The plausibility of this theory disappears with star- 
tling suddenness when we go to the source, which surely is 
sufficiently accessible to all, and begin to read the Bible with 
but a modicum of care and attention. Thus Gen. 5, 6—S: 
‘And Seth lived an hundred and five years, and begat Itnos; 
and Seth lived, after he begat Enos, cight hundred and seven 
years, and begat sons and daughters; and all the days of 
Seth were nine hundred and twelve years, and he died.’ Or 
verses 9—11: ‘And Enos lived ninety years and begat Cainan 

. and all the days of Enos were nine hundred and five 
years.” Or verses 15—17: ‘And Mahalaleel lived sixty and 
five years and begat Jared . . . and all the days of Mahalaleel 
were eight hundred ninety and five years.’ Or turn to the 
generations of Noah and his sons, and read Gen. 11, 12 
and 13: ‘Arphaxad lived five and thirty years, and begat 
Salah; and Arphaxad lived, after he begat Salah, four hun- 
dred and three years.’ 


“Applying your formula to these figures, you will be 


somewhat disconcerted to find that these patriarchs achieved 
paternity while they were themselves children and infants! 
The only way to escape from these manifest incongruities and 
absurdities is to drop the ‘lunar month’ theory; for no one, 
surely, will be bold enough to suggest that the chronicler may, 
in one and the same breath, have used the word ‘year’ to 
designate different units of time-measurement — in order, 
perhaps, to mystify future readers! 

“Question: If people will not believe the Bible, can they 
not, at least, spare us such ‘explanations’? 

“Moral: Even the ‘Office Dog’ will do well to examine 
the scraps which he picks up and swallows!” 

Thousands of years of the open Bible and thousands of 
years of its fulfilment and the experience of godly and un- 
godly men have not taught these modern foolish critics these 
two simple truths: — 

First: There is no more wholesome book than the Bible 
for those who will accept it in simple, childlike faith. ‘These 
daily experience the truth: “The testimony of the Lord is 
sure, making wise the simple.” Ps. 19. 

Secondly: There-is no more dangerous book than the 
Bible for those who are wise in their own conceits. ‘Those who 
meddle with this Holy Book with the intention of disproving 
its truths, altering or perverting its teachings, will exemplify 
these statements of the Bible concerning themselves: “Pro- 
fessing themselves to be wise, they became fools,” Rom. 1, 22; 
and: “T will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring 
to nothing the understanding of the prudent. Where is the 
wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the disputer of this 
earth? Hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world 2” 
1 Cor.1,19. 20. Many a smart critic who tampered with the 
Word of God has been exposed even here and before the world; 
but all those who love and trust God’s holy Word receive a 
wisdom above all earthly science, a wisdom which gives even 
to the simple and to children a marvelous understanding, 
light, and strength which prevents them from being con- 
founded here, and bestows upon them final and eternal success 
and glory. S. 
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Editorial. 


The Detroit Convention. 


From June 16 to 26 the representatives of our congregations 
will meet in national convention at Detroit, Michigan. The 
term “national convention” is not an exaggeration. They will 
come from the Atlantic Const and the Pacific, from the Gulf 
States and the Provinces of Canada, and from almost every 
State between these geographic extremes, to deliberate upon the 
program of our Church for the next triennium. 

We cannot suggest a better motto for this important meet- 
ing than the words of Zephaniah (chap. 8, 16): 

. In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
“Fear thou not!’ 
And to Zion: 
‘‘Let not thine hands be slack!’ 


“Fear thou not!” These words are addressed to Israel 
restored, to the Church of the New Covenant. Inasmuch as 
we are representative of the Apostolic Church, the words apply 
to us. “fear thou not!” There are many things that might 
fill us with misgivings for the future. Never, in all her history, 
has our Church and has our Synod stood so isolated as she 
stands to-day. Our Church is, as it were, an armed camp with 
hostile tents pitched on every side. There is all but universal 
dissent from the teachings which are the foundation of our 
church-work. Where, outside our Church, do we find bodies that 
uphold the Verbal Inspiration and the Inerrancy of the Bible? 
What other denomination stands four-square on the doctrine 
that Christ is God and man united in one person, that He was 
miraculously conceived of the Virgin Mary, that by His death 
He satisfied the wrath of God and worked out a redemption for 
all men, that by faith in His vicarious work men are saved 
from sin and death? Where, outside our beloved Lutheran 
Church, is found the true doctrine concerning the Sacrament 
of the Lord’s Table and its administration according to the 
Lord’s own words of institution? Who but the Lutherans set 
forth in apostolic purity the doctrine of the Holy Spirit’s work 
and the efficacy of the means of grace? In all churches you 
will find preachers and people who maintain some one or other 
of these essential doctrines, but as for the denominations as 
such, and the great mass of their preachers, their attitude on 
these questions is one of negation; they deny, sometimes with 
great vehemence, that which on the basis of Scripture we main- 
tain as our creed and profession. Furthermore, the great bulk 
of modern Christianity asserts that it does not matter at all 





“what one believes, so long as you “exalt Christ” and “live the - 


Christ-life.” They permit us to hold our own doctrines, but 
our refusal to fellowship those who teach otherwise than Christ 
taught, is written down as intolerance, bigotry, and Pharisaic 
narrowness and self-exaltation. Not one missionary in our 
Synod but has realized before he was long in office that the 
spirit of contradiction is rife wherever he sets forth the doctrine - 
of Scripture; not one member, if he performs his duty and 
confesses Christ before men, but has become aware of the gulf 
which separates him from the adherents of other faiths. We 
are hated by the Roman hierarchy, hated by the Kingdom of 
Secrecy, hated by the Calvinistic churches, and in such measure 
as a synod is consistently and loyally Lutheran, in such measure 
the hatred of these three forces, the greatest political forces in 
the land, is enkindled against such synod. 

What chance have we to hold our own, not to say extend 
our influence, in the face of such opposition? What hope have 


_ we of success as a church when not only the infidel sciences 
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and atheistic philoso 
land, but also the 

Church of Christ to 
and pour contempt 

church-fellowship 
pride? 


“eit the servant of Elisha the prophet saw the city sur- 
roun ed by chariots and horsemen, he despaired and cried: 
Alas, my master, what shall we do?” Elisha answered: “Pear 
not, for they that be with us are more than they that be with 


ett ? And Elisha prayed that the Lord might open the serv- 
ant’s eyes that he might sce. And the Lord opened the eyes of 
the young man, and he saw ; and, behold, the mountain was 
full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha. : 


Tan " 
Ms — scp ine Ai ap Zion! They that be with 
are against us! God and one is a 
majority. We have Christ, we have His pledge and promise 
given to those who abide in His Word: we have nothing to fear, 
The world has always hated our Church. It has never baie 
able to stop its forward march. With all the powers arrayed 
against us, our Church is moving on like an army with banners. 
Now, if ever, the call must be: 

“Let not thine hands be slack!” 

Let not thine efforts be half-hearted, but bend every atom 
of strength to. the task before thee! Our Church is not the only- 
saving Church. Inasmuch as others have retained the elements 
of the Gospel, there are also true believers there. But our 
Church has something to offer which no other Church has in 
equal measure: The peace of God which passeth all under- 
standing, the assurance of salvation, the certainty of Christian 
faith. Let a man once be convinced of his sinfulness, let him 
once seek the grace of God as the hart panteth after the water- 
brooks, and he will find in our Church, as he finds it nowhere 
else, the waters of Shiloah that flow softly, the rivers of divine 
grace pouring forth in unmeasured abundance so that the weary 
heart might be still and the faint soul revive. The grace of 
God, the forgiveness of sins, the hope of life everlasting is 
preached nowhere so plainly as from our pulpits. And as long 
as there are hearts thirsting for righteousness, we shall win 
souls for Christ, members for His true visible Church. 

Therefore, “Let not thine hands be slack!” When we meet 
to consider the tasks lying before our Church, let us approach 
them with a heart full of confidence in the divine promises, 
assured beforehand of His Spirit’s aid. We intend to meet, in 
Detroit, to do the Lord’s will. Why should we be afraid? Why 
should we hesitate to pledge the prayers and treasures of our 
‘people for the advancement of the Kingdom of God? 

“Rear thou not!” 

“Let not thine hands be slack!” 


phy that rule the great universities of the 
mighty church-bodies which represent the 
the average American, reject our teachings 
upon our faith, denouncing our attitude on 
as intolerable self-sufficiency and arrogant 


And the Lord bless our coming in and our going out, now : 


and forevermore. Amen. 

The Language Question. — In dealing with the language 
question, we must keep in mind that language itself is not a 
logical thing, but that it is a matter of usage. No language 
has ever been invented and constructed by Jearned men. Lan- 
guage comes from the mouth of the people. Luther never lost 
sight of this fact. One reason why Luther’s German became 
the literary language of Germany was this, that Luther did not 
try philosophically or logically to construct a language, but, 7 
he himself tells us, that he learned his language from the people 
in the market-place, in the street, in the home. It is ma so 
very long ago that a certain school of English cee ae er- 
took to introduce a more simplified spelling of the English lan- 


guage. They claimed that they had reason and logic, economy, 


mportant factors in 
, psychology, and several more 1 
a ee "But the people did not adopt their suggestions. 
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All their cogent argumentation went for nothing; people to- 
day are writing English, not according to their reasonable sug- 
gestions, but according to common usage. The Baptists have 
tried to persuade all Christians that the word “baptism,” accord- 
ing to the root of the word, should mean “immersion,” but they 
have always been answered that whatever the word should have 
meant, the Lord Jesus did not use it in that way, but used it 
to mean washing or applying water for the purpose of cleansing. 
We may influence this or that person to learn this or that lan- 
guage, we may argue at length why a certain language should 
be used, but no argumentation, not even when backed up by 
force, has ever brought a nation to change its language. We 
are not saying this in the interest of any change, or against 
any change; we are simply calling attention to this fact with 
which we must reckon when we are confronted with the lan- 
guage question. In this connection we believe it to be worth our 
while to read and to ponder what E. Dana Durand, at one time 
a Director of the Census and Professor of Statistics at the 
University of Minnesota, writes in the June number of the 
Atlantic Monthly: — 

“Language may seem a mere trick of the tongue. One can 
learn a new language indifferently well in a year or so. Yet, 
after all, it is natural enough that difference of speech should 
constitute a profound barrier between people. It shuts out 
comprchension of one another’s merits, of one another’s simi- 
larities. It may be illogical, but it is natural, that a person 
should feel resentment at his neighbor whose speech he cannot 
understand. One attributes to him a certain inferiority or 
a certain hostility; it is all his fault. Language, too, carries 
with it history and literature and drama and folk-song. It 
binds a people to their past. It ministers to their group-pride.” 

Another thing which we Americans in general should heed 
to-day is the explanation which that writer gives for the rapid 
absorption of our immigrants into our nation, by which they 
learned English and became part and parcel of the national 
life, whereas in Austria-Hungary and other European nations 
such absorption and linguistic assimilation is not even accom- 
plished in many centuries. Mr. Durand attributes this in a 
measure to the fact that we have permitted our immigrants to 
take their time in these matters. We have not aroused opposi- 
tion by foolish force-measures, we have not‘ tried to force an 
oak to grow in one night, whereas in Europe the efforts to 
suppress national languages and institutions have had precisely 
the opposite effects from those intended. “Every child was the 
more earnestly taught to use the language of his ancestors be- 
cause that language was excluded from schools, newspapers, and 
official use.” 

The Church is not to endeavor to regulate the rising and 
setting of the sun. It is not called upon—and it were foolish 
to undertake it— to force people to retain'a certain language 
or to force people to adopt a certain language. There was a 
language question in the days of Jesus and the apostles. When 
Jesus upon the cross spoke to His heavenly Father, He used 
the Hebrew; when He preached to the people, He used the 
language which the people of that day understood; and we 
are glad to know that He never commanded, no, not even 
asked the people to make use of any particular language. And 
St. Paul has given us the very mind of God Himself on the 
language question in the 14th chapter of his first letter to the 
Corinthians. To our‘way of thinking that is the best brief 
treatise ever written on the Janguage question. S. 

The Interchurch Failure.—The Interchurch World Move- 
ment has failed. Two objectives were set forth in the earlier 
literature of the Movement. The first was “evangelistic.” All 
Protestant bodies were to be united for an intensive member- 
ship campaign, which was to culminate Easter, Easter Sunday 
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being designated as Join-the-Church Sunday. This campaign 
Was so pronounced and unequivocal a failure that the results 
have never been published. The second objective was a financial 
campaign for the sum of $1,300,000,000. This objective was 
pared down to $336,000,000,—a billion dollars being lopped off 
the sum originally aimed at. When even the smaller sum (to 
be obtained in pledges, one-half from non-church-members) was 
not nearly subscribed during the drive weck, the time was ex- 
tended another week. As a result, about $176,000,000 were sub- 
scribed, less than one half the amount aimed at. A large sum; 
but let it be understood that it includes practically all the budgets 
of the various Reformed bodies, budgets which denominational 
organizations had set before there was ever a thought of Inter- 
church. The donations reccived from No Man’s Land (“friendly 
citizens,” “not members of the church,” but “true Christians at 
heart”) was so smal] that the Bulletin does not mention the 
totals. Now, it was expected that out of the money collected 
in No Man’s Land the expenses of Interchurch were to be de- 
frayed. These expenses up to April 1 had been reported as 
totaling some $7,000,000. Now the Interchurch coterie has de- 
cided to inaugurate a campaign to close July 15, the objective 
being $10,000,000. This sum is to pay the debts of the move- 
ment and to carry it through to May, 1921. Since the monthly 
budget is to be $150,000, it is readily seen that the debt incurred 
is about $8,500,000. An interest charge of $600,000 must be 
met, according to press reports. A contributor to the Pres- 
byterian says that the overhead-expense created for the Northern 
Presbyterians by Interchurch amounts to twelve and one half 
per cent. of the receipts of all Presbyterian church-boards, 
thereby effectually meeting the boast so frequently repeated in 
Interchurch literature, that by a joint campaign the expenses 
of the various drives in the Protestant churches would be re- 
duced to five per cent. 

Viewed simply from the financial side, this movement must 
be pronounced an abject failure. On its spiritual side it is 
worse than a failure, it has been a curse to American Protes- 
tantism. A few more words on this, and we have done. G. 


Viewing the Remains. — What has Interchurch done for 
the Protestant Churches that participated? In the first place, 
it has, through millions of pages of printed matter and thou- 
sands of speakers, held up before the Church principles sub- 
versive of all Christianity.- It has inoculated thousands, per- 
haps millions with the idea that the Church is not a religious, 
but a social agency; that it must ignore all the distinctive 
teachings of Christ and His apostles and get together on a 
unionistic platform in order to accomplish its task. It has 
preached a Christ who was a mere teacher of morality, not a 
Christ who revealed the hidden things of God and died an aton- 
ing death on the cross. And in so far as it has preached a social 
gospel and a merely human Christ, it has dishonored the Savior, 
prostituted the Church, and destroyed Christian faith and hope. 
Truly, 2 movement disowned and accursed of God. (Gal. 1, 8.) 

It has sown the seed of disunion and bitter contention. Its 
program has led to the most acrimonious discussions. We quote 
from but one page of the Presbyterian containing reports of 
recent presbytery sessions debating Interchurch: “A wordy 
battle immediately developed,” “the storm broke,” “bitter de- 
bate,” “deep feeling prevails,” etc., etc. The Disciples’ congre- 
gations in Omaha and Council Bluffs got into bitter wrangles 
about the issue. Numberless similar cases are on record. In 
all denominations participating, factions have been created, the 
one side sponsoring the movement, the other bitterly opposing 
it, and this dissension was carried into the church-papers, a 
seandalizing of Christendom. 

The crowning insult to the Church was the attempt to get 
millions, many millions, from those who are outside the Church. 
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The Presbyterian share, to be so raised, was $22,500, 000. The 
church-papers of the better class protested against the move 
“that the church shall go out into the streets and markets and 
beg from non-church members— men who have rejected the 
Gospel and the claims of Christ and His Church.” Rev. Geo. F. 
Pentecost said: “I regard it as ‘a kind of Simon Magus (Acts 
8,9 #.) movement. The Simon Maguses of big business see and 
recognize the worth and power of the Church, and desire its 
backing to ‘make the world safe for big business’; for which 
it is willing to pay, say, $40,000,000. Instead of shearing the 
sheep, it is proposed that we shall go outside the pasture and 
milk the goats. ‘Give me the support and backing of the 
Church,’ says Simon Magus big business, ‘and I will give you 
money.’ Such a proposition coming from Simon Magus is 


‘shameful enough, but for the ‘Church to make such a proposi- 


tion to ‘friendly citizens’ who deny Jesus Christ and will not 
confess Him, is the most shameful thing ever proposed by Prot- 
estant Christians. Tetzel, selling indulgences to sinners for 
money, aroused Luther to his great work. This Interchurch 
World Movement ought to arouse every true disciple of Christ 
to protest, and I believe it will. But it is said that we ‘need 
the money.’ No doubt. But we do not need it at the price of 
going into partnership with unbelieving men, who, while Christ 
is being crucified, are gambling at the foot of the c cross for His 
garments.” 

But this is not the worst. The Church can, by repentance, 
live down the shame thus brought upon it by the denominational 
leaders who, at Atlantic City, endorsed this infamous scheme. 
But how about the effect on the un-churched? We regard them 
as missionary material. They are to be won for the Church and 
Christ. What will be the attitude of those who, while disdain- 
fully remaining aloof from the Church, have been asked to con- 
tribute for its support? Certainly, their hearts have been hard- 
ened through these appeals, since they cannot but despise a 
Church which must go to its enemies (Matt. 12, 30) to get neces- ' 
sary funds. A ripe product of this No Man’s Land drive is 
found in the action of a Wichita, Kans., Methodist pastor who 
recently arranged a “Sheep and Goat Banquet,” a church supper 
“given by the sheep to the goats, in other words, by members to 
non-members,” a “Merino and Angora affair,” as the pastor's 
announcement in the Wichita Daily Times read. Read what 
Christ says about the sheep and the goats in His sermon on the 
last judgment, and you will not be able to repress a shudder at 
the action of this preacher. Yet such is a logical outcome of 
a policy which sought help from outsiders to build the Kingdom 
of God. 

It will be many a year before Protestant Christianity will 
get the stench of Interchurch out of its nostrils. G. 


The Mission-Work of an Apostate Church. — The Wir- 
ness has frequently referred to the fact that the modern pulpit 
in the sectarian churches of our country has weakened until in 
many instances it has become nothing more than a rostrum 
from which the topics of the day, political questions, and literary 
and social problems are discussed. In fact, many of these pul- 
pits are nothing more than entertainment platforms. And now 
let us keep in mind that these churches -carry on mission-work 
among the heathen. But how can those who are heathenizing 
the Christians at home Christianize the heathen abroad? 

How? 

Let one tell you who is himself engaged in so-called Chris- 
tian mission-work in Syria. Dr. Howard 8. Bliss is head of 
the Protestant College in Beirut. He claims special merit and 
credit for his school because of the fact that the Turks, even 
during the war, did not molest him or his school. He tells us 
that his school “joins every year with its Moslem, Druze, and 
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Behai students in their religious celebration of Mohammed's 
birthday.” He describes the celebration thus: oa . 

“A great throng of reverent students — Sunnis and Shiites ; 
white-turbaned sheikhs scattered through the audience; the 
low chanting of the Koran; the serious and restrained orations, 
previously censored by the Moslem students themselves, and 
thus rendering almost unnecessary any further censoring by 
the College authorities. In the closing address, given by a 
responsible officer of the College, the speaker makes it clear 
that, as a representative of the Christian religion, he is glad 
to have a sympathetic share in all efforts to strengthen the forces 
of righteousness in the world. Praising the splendid democracy 
that obtained in early times among Moslems themselves, — no 
rights withheld because of color, poverty, or so-called status, — 
he pleads that this spirit should be maintained not only among 
Moslems to-day, but extended by them so as to embrace all 
mankind. He bids them retain the sense of the nearness of God 
asserted in the Koran. He urges that they should remain true 
to their Book’s injunction as to intoxicating liquors, at just 
this epoch when Western peoples are grappling with the evils 
of alcoholism. Characterizing as a stroke of genius the Moslem 
custom of calling men to prayer through the matchless human 
voice, rather than by means of bells, beautiful as these are, he 
begs all the students, Christian as well as Moslem, to turn their 
thoughts Godward at the summons of the muezzin.” 

Dr. Bliss tells us “that he is spared the burdensome obliga- 
tion of attempting to defend as errorless everything found in 
the Bible, whether in the realm of events, of science, of ethics, 
er of religion.” 

These missionaries prate because they have not been forced 
to bear:the cross! Of the apostles we read that they rejoiced 
that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for the sake of 
Jesus’ name (Acts 5,41), but these missionaries of an apostate 
church rejoice because they are friends with the enemies of 
Christ and are honored by these enemies of the Lord. Instead 
of rejoicing, they ought to go out and weep bitterly. They 
ought to study Luke 6, 22.26, and Heb. 11, 24—26. Ss. 


The Bible in the Public Schools. —In the State of Ili- 
nois a constitutional committee is now in session which is 
preparing a new charter for the State. Among the provisions 
to be submitted to the legislature is one that will require all 
teachers of the public schools to read ten verses out of the 
Bible at the opening of school. In the State of California 
the State Superintendent of Public Instruction has decided 
that the teaching of selected verses from the Bible is permissible 
in the public schools of California. In Nebraska an amendment 
to the State Constitution is under consideration which will 
leave the daily reading of the Bible in the public schools op- 
tional, and which permits “such non-sectarian teaching of the 
principles of morality as may be provided by the Department 
of Education,” —in other words, a State system of morality. 

The movement for religious, instruction in the public 
schools has frequently cropped out locally of late. The most 
recent instance is Evanston (Chicago), where the Board of 
Education has proposed opening the schools at eight o’clock, 
in order that the children may be given half an hour of religious 
instruction. 

Bible-reading and religious instruction in the public schools 
has received the general support of sectarian preachers and 
people. At Sparta, Ill, a Presbyterian congregation voted 
“yes” on the provision. At a meeting of the Grand Island, 
Nebr., Board: of Education, half a dozen Methodist, Presby- 
terian, and Congregational ministers secured the adoption of 
a ruling that the Bible be read in the schools. 

The American attitude finds. expression in'a statement of 


183 


Mr. C. C. Hughes, Superintendent of Schools of Sacramento, 
Cal., who recently said: — 

“I always have held that I would not take off my hat to 
any man in my reverence for God and the Bible, which is His 
book; but there are so many different religious sects that 
I think it would be extremely unwise to use the Bible or 
excerpts from it in the public schools. 

“We recognize the beduty of its English, but there are 
so many different interpretations that the use of it would get 
us on disputed ground, and it would not take long. I feel ~ 
that the Constitution has that same idea. 

“I believe it is too bad that more people do not read the 
Bible, but that is not a part of the function of the schools. 

“There are some excerpts from the Bible that one might 
believe non-sectarian, but there are so many different sects, 
both among the teachers and the pupils, and so many different 
interpretations, that I do not think it would be feasible to try 
and teach from any of these excerpts. I have been in the 
teaching work for thirty years, and I have always opposed 
teaching any subject that might be sectarian, and I intend to 
continue to do so.” 

The Sacramento Bee said February 5 concerning the State 
Superintendent’s decision: “Loyal Americans who really believe 
in the complete separation of Church and State — yes, all who 
reverence true religion and are not wedded to an amalgamation 
of Christ with politics — will be to the front to discountenance 
and frown down this insidious and, at the same time, lawless 
effort to override the statutes in order to sow the public schools 
with the seeds of sectarianism.” 

However, such voices are becoming faint in America. 
Without question, the sentiment is growing throughout our 
country that the State should recognize some kind of ethical 
or religious teaching embodying the essentials of morality, and 
introduce this State-morality (or religion) into its schools. 
An Englishman, Mr. P. W. Wilson, lately said in the Nation 
(February 14): “We in England admire the American system 
of education because it definitely excludes religious teaching 
from schools paid for by all classes.” Under the influence of 
Calvinism, the American public school is being slowly robbed 
of this distinction. Nor can the reader be unaware what this 
departure from the American spirit and constitution would 
mean for our parochial schools. G. 


Shrunken Souls and Darkened Hearts.— The greatest 
need of the world to-day as in every age is the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. A few weeks ago the Pittsburgh Leader one afternoon 
carried a big-type editorial entitled, “Man’s Extremity God’s 
Opportunity,” which boldly declared: “Human management of 
the universe is failing. Without divine intervention the world 
and its people will plunge into chaos.... The American people 
must go down on their knees and ask for divine aid. In prayer 
alone exists hope. ... There has been too little spirituality 
in our activities. Our bodies have grown while our souls have 
shrunk. Now as clouds darken around us our physical sight 
grows dim and our spiritual -vision increases. ‘God help us,’ 
is our plea.” And much more to the same effect. 

The Christian Patriot, published at Madras, India, Novem- 
ber 1, 1919, contained the following paragraph: “The present 
outlook of the world is gloomier and more dreadful than in the 
past. Our own experiences can testify to the fact that we are 
living in an age darker than any that was ever known. There 
are more hungry mouths and burning hearts now, more naked- 
ness and disease. While serving the Mammon of Wealth, thou- 
sands of people are starving and sinking, heaping curses on 
our heads. In these days of liberty men have been rifled out 
of their rights and privileges. Many a home is desolated with 
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sorrow for their lost ones. Humanity is howling with pain, 
poverty, and misery. All our improved laws, sanitation, progress 
of science, and systems of social work, commerce, and industry, 
and refined religion have not been able to combat the present 
evils. Darkness covers the world, and gross darkness the hearts 
of its peoples.” 

There is only ono cure for these conditions, and that is 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Unfortunately, the Church has 
in great part discarded the one sovereign cure for this life’s 
ills, and is offering the world instead worthless nostrums. Fail- 
ing as an agency of spiritual regeneration, it now preaches 
social reform and political measures of relief. 

And midst all this turmoil our own Lutheran Church is 
going her way screnely, knowing that her teachings are grounded 
on the rock of Holy Scripture, pointing out to all who will heed 
her voice the way of salvation. If our people could only see 
the opportunity which specifically our Synod has in the present 
age, it seems to us that their liberality in the support of mis- 
sions and of every agency which brings to the world our teach- 
ings would be boundless. Until we have men who give freely 
their thousands a year for the propagation of the Gospel, we 
shall not be doing our full duty. Oh, the pity of so much wealth 
being put away where it will but worm worms, while it might 
bring light and happiness to countless thousands in this land 
and beyond the seas! 

As it is, we have not yet one missionary who is supported 
by the gifts of one man. And we havo enough wealthy men 
to keep a thousand missionaries at work. When will our 
wealthy men throw off this habit of giving a scant $50 or 
so per year to the Church, where $500 would be what the Old 
Testament Jew would have given under the same circumstances! 

G. 

The Slipping of the Y. W. C. A. — The press, both church 
and secular, has noted and commented on the action of the 
Y.W. C. A. by which the former rule that members of the Prot- 
estant Evangelical churches only were admitted to full member- 
ship and to the management has been changed so that the simple 
confession: “It is my purpose to live as a true follower of the 
Lord Jesus Christ,” is sufficient to admit a woman to member- 
ship. In consequence of this change in the policy of the asso- 
ciation, Mrs. Helen Gould-Shepard promptly resigned from the 
organization, stating that “the association’s greatest gifts and 
accomplishments lie in the intensification of the religious and 
inner life of the nation’s young women.” While the organiza- 
tion has broadened its religious basis, it has narrowed its social 
and industrial creed, for it is now to stand for an cight-hour 
day, minimum wage, equal wages for men and women doing 
similar work, abolition of child labor and night work for women, 
the right of employers to organize, and collective bargaining. 

The unionistic spirit and the devotion to materialistic in- 
terests have here again gone hand in hand, and have captured 
and are now exploiting for the flesh that which was given, 
founded, supported, and nurtured by Christians for the spirit. 
What a magnificent machinery, what a wealthy organization, 
what a large body, what a successful association was built up 
in this Y. W.C.A.! But no sooner was it done than all this 
wealth and power are captured by the enemy. Why? Because 
doctrinal laxity was fostered and doctrinal] fidelity was frowned 
upon. The greater the former sacrifice and success, the moro 
disastrous the present loss. Jesus warned against this build- 
ing upon the sand. He foretold the inevitablo disaster which is 
bound to ruin all such building; but the foolish still find it so 
much more pleasant to listen to the devil, and to dream the 
dream inspired by that deceiver, and to enjoy for a senson the 
temporary success of seeing a beautiful structure arise upon 
the sands, than to labor patiently upon the building whose 
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foundations are laid upon the rock. Sober Christians ought not 
miss the lesson which all these falling buildings teach, for there 
is a lively toppling of structures all about us at tho present time. 
We are glad to learn, however, that a lady of such note and 
standing as Mrs. Helen Gould-Shepard dares to confess her 
faith, dares to reprove doctrinal laxity, and that she emphasizes 
her stand by resigning from the organization. It is not the 
first time that this Christian woman has braved the storm of 
the disapproval of the superficial. Such testimony in word and 
deed is worthy of note and ought to hearten all confessors. S. 


The Idolatry of the Elks.— The very first and highest 
moral law which God gave to man is this: “Thou shalt have no 
other gods before Me.” This commandment He placed at tho 
very head of all His commandments, and to this very command- 
ment He joined that terrible threat: “I, the Lord, thy God, am 
a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children unto the third and fourth generation of them that 
hate Me.” And to all those who obey this commandment He 
gave this precious promise: “Showing mercy unto thousands 
of them that love Me and keep My commandments.” The 
heathen in their ignorant blindness continually bring upon 
themselves the curse of God by their idolatry. But worse than 
this heathen idolatry is the blasphemous daring of those who 
could know better, aye, many of whom have learned to know 
the truth, and all of whom live surrounded by those from whom 
they might learn the truth, and who yet participate in or them- 
selves perform such idolatrous rites and ccremonics as are de- 
scribed in the following report of the Elks’ “ritualistic ceremony 
performed for members who died during the past year’: — 

“In the midst of o solemn and impressive setting of trees. 
at Ilks’ Rest in Bellefontaine Cemetery, members of the 
St. Louis Lodge No. 9, B. P. O. Elks, held their 11 o’clock 
Mystic Hour service last night to honor the memory of their 
departed brothers. About one thousand Elks and their families 
and friends attended the service, which opened shortly after 
10 o’clock. The gates were opened at 10 o’clock, and the num- 
bers who had been waiting there filed in and formed a pro- 
cession, led by the Elks’ Band and flower-laden members of the 
Elks. To the accompaniment of muffled drum-beats the pro- 
cession moved slowly to the Elks’ Rest, where the ceremonies 
were to be held. Two large arc lights threw into relief the life- 
size elk figure which surmounts the burial plot of the lodge. 
The band played Chopin’s Funeral March while participants 
in the ceremony mounted the plot. Then followed the ritualistic 
memorial service. After the reading of Bryant’s “Thanatopsis” 
and various selections by the Elks’ quartet, all joined in singing 
the Elks’ ode. 

“The ode finished, lights were turned out, and the scene 
was lighted only by the moon shining through the trees. It was 
the mystic hour of 11 o’clock. <A bell was sounded eleven times. 

“As the last solemn note sounded, Lawrence McDaniel, in 
& resonant voice, read the 11 o’clock prayer. It reads: — 

“OQ spirit of this sacred hour! So clarify our vision that 
we may look backward down the pathway of time, and behold, 
in the clear light of understanding, the trials and vicissitudes 
of years gone by. 

“Teach us to appreciate the heart hunger and longing for 
companionship which inspired men, doomed by their profession 
to wander, to lay the foundation for the religion of sympathy 
and kindness wo call Elkdom. 

“Help us to contemplate, with reverence and love, the 
fidelity which gave our founders and their successors of days 
gone by courage to beat down barriers of prejudice and doubt, 
clearing the way for our order’s present glory. 

“Keep alive the sublime truth that the Golden Rule is the 
foundation of our order to-day, as it was in the beginning, lest ° 
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we forget that only while we remain true to its precepts will 
our courso be onward and upward. 

“Lead our thoughts out to those kept from this gathering 
by suffering and sorrow, that they may feel the healing sym- 
pathy of our common brotherhood; cuter the hearts of those 
who wander, and comfort them with the thoughts of the con- 
stancy of our love; risc upon the music of the bells which toll 
this hour unto the realm of eternity, so that our brothers gone, 
even amid the perfect peace they now enjoy, may know we are 
reading from the tablets of love and memory. 

“Remain with us always to recall at this hour those who 
wander, those who will come no more, and with hearts attuned 
to the melody of ‘Auld Lang Syue,’? may we ever, when eleven 
strokes proclaim the approaching end of day, pledge in the 
mellow wine of friendship the memory of our absent brothers.” 

If any baptized Christian has been enmeshed by such an 
organization as the Elks, should he not shudder when he reads 
of these their insults to his God and Savior? Certainly such 
a one should instantaneously repent of his folly and obey the 
call of the Good Shepherd who calls to Iis erring sheep: “Come 
out from among them and be ye separate, and touch not the un- 
clean thing!” Ss. 





Outlook and Review. 
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OUR WORK AMONG THE DEAF-BLIND. 


The Witness has now and then told its readers of our 
Synod’s work among the deaf, and how bountifully God has 
blessed this our work. But these our missionaries among the 
deaf minister also unto the spiritual needs of the deaf-blind. 
It is said that there are about 250 deaf-blind people in our 
country. Indeed, this reminds us that we who can see and hear 
appreciate the precious gifts of sight and hearing so very little, 
and very seldom render thanks unto God for them. Deaf-blind 
—a sad affliction, indeed! But still, kind reader, if you at times 
could be with your missionaries among the deaf, you would see 
even deaf-blind persons happy and cheerful, made so by the 
blessed Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Is it not a blessing to be able to bring the word of salvation 
also to these unfortunate people? During the past years several 
of our workers among the deaf have had this blessed _ privilege. 
Our Milwaukee missionary instructed and confirmed three of 
these deaf-blind in Emmanuel Chapel for the Deaf several 
years ago. As a rule, they attend Sunday services. Our Mil- 
waukee congregation has purchased the New Testament in type 
for the blind. While the deaf watch their pastor telling them 
about the way to salvation in the sign-language, these deaf-blind 
have a volume of the New Testament on their laps eagerly 
taking in the precious Word of Lite through their fingers’ tips. 
If you could sec them thus occupied, we are sure, kind friend, 
you would notice that happiness in their faces which only Jesus 
can bring, and you would thank God that by our Mission they 
havo been enabled to see, indeed, not the things of this world, 
but the glorious Savior! 

Our Seattle missionary also has 2 deaf-blind person in his 
care. He writes: “A deaf-blind, cighty-two years of age, re- 
ceives the Word of God by the interpretation of another deaf 
man. Have instructed this person for the last six months by 
means of spelling each word into his hands.” By means of 
touch he reads the precious Gospel from his pastor’s hands! 
Oh, what a blessing! ; | 

Also our worker at Chicago reports a deaf-blind person 
under his spiritual care. She attends the services for the deaf 
which are held occasionally in her city. A deaf friend sits next 
to her, holds her left hand, and with it copics the signs of the 
missionary while he offers prayer and preaches. One day, after 
a sermon on the forgiveness of sin, she rejoicingly expressed her 
willingness to trust in, and to cling to, this Savior. May she 
continue to cling to Him until the day when Ho shall come 
.again in glory! 
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In Minnesota we have four deaf-blind who are communi- 
cants of our Church. One of these belongs to the St. Paul 
Mission. In his city monthly services are held for the deaf, 
and he is always sure to be there. A friend takes his hand and 
alsv copies the signs of the pastor, and we wish our Christians 
could see how eagerly he thus takes in the Word of God. At 
home you can often see him with a large book on his lap. And 
what book is it? It is a part of his dear Bible. With joy he 
tells his pastor the beautiful words and stories which he has 
read in God’s Book. 

The other three belong to the Minneapolis Mission. One 
of them attends services every Sunday. He was confirmed in 
1913. Joyfully he confessed his Savior and thankfully pressed 
the hands of his pastor for the instruction he had received. 
In church a friend also takes his hand and copies the signs 
made by the pastor, and thus Christ is preached to him who 
can neither see nor hear. The other two are a brother and 
sister living with their aged mother. When we met them, 
neither of them had been baptized. First, the brother was 
instructed. , At that time he still had some sight. Diligently 
he studied and memorized the six chief parts of our Catechism 
with Luther’s explanations. In 1917 he was baptized in the 
name of Jesus unto the remission of sins. Thereupon the sister 
applied for baptism. With the same zeal as her brother she took 
up the study of the Bible and Catechism. We still remember 
how joyfully she recited Luther’s explanation of the Second 
Article on her fingers. In 1918 she also was baptized. It was 
a day of great joy for her. She still speaks of it and rejoices 
in it. These two cannot attend the monthly services in their 
city, but the day following the missionary wends his way to their 
humble home in an alley, where he is gladly received by his 
deaf-blind friends, and thankfully they hold his hands to receive 
the message from God’s Word. A day of joy for them! With 
happy hearts they bid their pastor good-bye, and urgently re- 
quest him to come again the next month. Yes, that day always 
is a day of joy also for the missionary. 

What a blessed work our Synod is doing for the Lord among 
the denf aud the deaf-blind! Thus there are still being fulfilled 
the words of Isaiah (29,18): “And in that day shall the deaf 
hear the words of the book, and the eyes of the blind shall sce 
out of obscurity and out of darkness.” May God fill us all with 
more and more zeal in this work, so that the last day, when 
our Lord Jesus shall appear in glory, will be a day of great joy 
to many more deaf and deaf-blind, and they shall behold Him 
with their cyes and hear Him with their ears in whom they 
have believed through His Word preached in the sign-language. 
May He grant it for Jesus’ sake! 


Minneapolis, Minn. J. L. SALVNER. 


OUR OPPORTUNITY IN CHINA. 


iI. 


The Christians are in duty bound to preach the Gospel to 
all the heathen, also to all the heathen in China. How can we 
expect to do our share of this work if we send only a few 
missionaries to China? All China is before us, with nced for 
hundreds, nay, thousands of missionaries. If you bear in mind 
that there is only one Protestant worker to every thirteen 
thousand Chinese and only one ordained pastor to about two 
hundred thousand natives, you will not fail to realize that there 
is much room for expansion of mission-work in China. 

Szechwan, the province which borders our new field on the 
west, has only about nine thousand Protestant communicant 
Christians among its sizty million inhabitants. 

Kweichow Province, not far southwest of Shihnanfu, has 
about seventy towns and cities equivalent to county seats or 
larger. According to the latest statistics available, there are 
Protestant missionaries in only fifteen of these cities. Almost 
all of both North and South Kweichow is still unoccupied by 
Protestants. 

“In Kwangsi (South China) there are fifty-five walled cittes 
and over one thousand market towns, not to speak of tens of 
thousands of villages, still unreached by the Gospel.” 

In Southwest China there is the large province of Yunnan 
with an area of 146,718 square miles and a population of about 
ten or twelve million. There is one Protestant missionary (man 
‘and wife reckoned as two missionaries) to every 2,300 square 
miles of this province. 

Lanchowfu is the capital of Kansu Province in the north- 
west of China. Tho population of this province is about five 


186 


million, about three million being Mohammedans. Outside of 
several small border areas the whole province is left to the 
China Inland Mission. The following report, which mentions 
only cities of the territory in which there is no other Protestant 
mission, shows how inadequately this vast mission-field is occu- 
pied: “The province is a large one, and the stations are distant 
from each other. Taking Lanchowfu as the center, we go west 
six days’ journey to Siningfu, our next station; northwest, 
seven days to Liangchowfu; northeast, thirteen days to Ning- 
siafu; southeast, ten days to Pingliang; and south, two and 
a half days to Titaochow. From Liangchowfu, northwest to 
the next station, is forty-seven days’ journcy. Beyond Liang- 
chowfu and in Kansu there is a large district with eight citics, 
besides many towns and villages, very seldom visited. In the 
east of the province there is another large district, north of 
Chenyiienhsien, with eleven cities needing workers. And in 
the south there is ample room for workers in five cities in 
Kansu. There is also need for well-equipped workers to evan- 
gelize the three million or more Mohammedans in this province. 
And on beyond the western border of Kansu there is room for 
more workers among the Tibetans and Mongols, in their dense, 
dense darkness.” (China Mission Year-Book, 1917.) 

Great, indeed, is the need of China. Great also is our duty 
towards the people of China. Moreover, as far as man can 
judge, the help we are able to give the Chinese is not small. 
We cannot plead that we lack the opportunity or the means 
ta come to the rescue of dying souls in China. 

Your missionaries in China, therefore, respectfully request 
that the Missouri Synod make every effort at the earliest pos- 
sible moment to send as many additional missionaries as pos- 
sible to China, and also to call teachers, women workers, doctors, 
and nurses for our mission. 

Tue Cuina Missionaries’ CONFERENCE. 


SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION. 


The Southern Baptists held their triennial convention in 
Washington last week. They camo into the city with a slash 
and splash, which made the natives sit up and take notice. For 
two or three days a full-page advertisement appeared in the 
four local dailies, in which, in large, striking big type and terse 
brief paragraphs, they advertised their doctrines, their past ac- 
complishments, and their present and proposed activities. They 
are an aggressive and enthusiastic folk, and have just completed 
@ great financial drive for $75,000,000 and obtained $90,000,000 
to be paid in 5 years; about $12,000,000 in cash has already been 
received. Only about 10,000 of them came; no auditorium in 
Washington was large enough to hold the gathering. President 
Wilson, who is still unable to appear in public, sent them a writ- 
ten greeting. Vice-President Marshall made an address. He 
referred jocularly to the small difference between the Baptists 
and his own denomination, the Presbyterians, saying that only 
. a narrow stream divided them. President Gambrell, of the Con- 
vention, got back at him by replying that he would be glad to 
meet him in the middle of the stream. The Vice-President later 
got in bad. Among other things, he said: “I sincerely hope the 
churches will not desert the Gospel of Christ and preach the 
Acts of Congress, for it is the mission of the Church to preach 
the Gospel, not to beat a bass drum in.a political procession.” 
Their blood was somewhat riled at this lecture of the Vice- 
President, and became boiling hot when two days later they 
read in the morning papers his statement before the Virginia 

‘Bar Association at Richmond: “If prohibition had been con- 
sidered in the Senate behind closed doors, there would not have 
been twenty votes cast for it.” For the Vice-President to make 
such a statement was declared “bad form.” He undoubtedly 
spoke the truth, otherwise he would have heard from the Sen- 
ators themselves, but they kept as quiet as mice. Truth lost 
favor entirely during the war with the masses, but I never 
dreamed that a large and influential church body would de- 
nounce her as bad form, especially when coming from the lips 
of the second highest man in the nation. The opinion was ex- 
pressed that after all the custom of government officials address- 
ing religious conventions was bad and ought to be discontinued. 
So have we always said. 

The Convention was too large and bulky for any real dis- 
cussion and transaction of business; most of the work had to 
be done in committees and was perfunctorily passed on at the 
sessions. Theso Southern Baptists are displaying a great deal 
of activity. They have about 25,000 local congregations, consist- 
ing of about 3,000,000 souls, including the colored. They own 
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140 schools and colleges, 16 orphanages, 15 hospitals, and 1 sani- 

tarium for tuberculosis at E] Paso. On the foreign mission 

field they employed last year 400 American missionaries and 

800 native workers; in these fields they operate 482 mission 

schools and hospitals. They have a Relief and Annuity Board 

for ministers and their families. By payment of a slight fee, 

a minister when he reaches the age of sixty reccives an annuity, 
of $60 a month. 

On Thursday during the Convention week, they had what 
they called “An Inspiration Service.” Addresses were made on 
their history, work, and program by their most popular preachers. 
The rain that came down in torrents could not dampen their 
enthusiasm, and overflow meetings were necessary. I do not 
know whether their predilection for water caused them also to 
select Mr. Daniels, the Secretary of the Navy, to make an ad- 
dress at the laying of the corner-stone of the Roger Williams 
Memorial Church; it reminded us of the old story of the Bap- 
tist negro who when solemnly asked, “Do you belong to the 
Army of tho Lord?” promptly answered, “No, sah, I belongs to 
the Navy of the Lord.” This Church will be a very magnificent 
structure and occupy a prominent place on 16th Street, on which 
many of the fine embassies are located. 

The Convention deplored the laxness of the laws regulating 
marriage and granting divorce. In order to get at the root of 
evil better laws regulating marriage are to be advocated. At- 
tention was called to the fearful fact that according to the 
latest official figures in 1916, 112,036 divorces were granted in 
the country. The primary cause for this they attribute to the 
evil influence of the movies, their “eternal triangle,” and the 
disregard and breach of the marital relation which they suggest; 
they were severely denounccd. 

_ It was with a great shock, when, on a recent visit to New 
York City, my cyes fell on a news item from Bridgeport which 
was given great publicity in the morning papers: “The Rev. A. 
Keller of New Haven, read a paper on divorce at the final day’s 
session of the Connecticut Conference of the Lutheran Church 
in which he said, ‘There is no need to hold up one’s hands in 
holy horror at the increasing number of divorce proceedings, for 
these will be a blessing until American life has been. entirely 
Christianized. They tend for a higher standard of morals 
rather than a decadence.’” I wonder whether the Merger Synod 
will take any steps to reprimand and discipline a pastor who 
shows such utter disregard for the Word of God and the position 
of his Church. A statement such as this gives grave offense and 
does irreparable harm. Even the Baptists rise up in condemna- 
tion of such perverted opinion. 

__ Lhe Baptists have always been great champions of religious 
liberty in this country. They claim, and it is true, that the first 
commonwealth on earth in which there was absolute civil and 
religious liberty was established by them in Rhode Island and 
that they were largely instrumental in securing the first amend- 
ment to the Federal Constitution which guarantees freedom of 
speech, freedom of religion, and right of petition. During the 
War, they were the only denomination which heartily joined in 
with the Lutheran Synods in the protest against the order of 
the War Department by which the militarism of officialdom and 
the unionism of the sects, both of which have no respect for’ 
religious convictions and freedom, sought to suppress denomina- 
tional work in the camps; they are some fighters. One Southern 
Baptist, as far as loyalty to the Scriptures and firm adherence 
to their own principles are concerned, is worth about six North- 
ern Baptists. On Sunday afternoon they held an outdoor rally 
in front of the eastern door of the Capitol and took occasion 
to emphasize religious freedom and the necessity of opposing 
any infringement on this great principle. Dr. Truett of Dallas, 
Texas, made the address. He said in this connection, “The 
Church is a puro democracy and must never be associated with 
the State. Religion is voluntary, inward, dictated by no force, 
civil or ecclesiastical, nor should any one be required to pay tax 
to support the Church or any of its activities to which he does 
not belong and whose erced he does not believe.” He attacked 
the Church that seeks to influence and coerce legislation for its 
own ends and seeks public funds for its own benefit. When next 
day the newspaper made no reference to this part of his address 
and his strictures on the Roman Catholic Church, the thermom- 
eter again rose in the Convention, and there was a very heated 
denunciation of the press and its subservience to Rome. It was 
charged that “75% of the blue pencils in American newspaper. 
offices are in Catholic hands, who suppress news antagonistic 
to the Reman Church.” A committee was appointed to study 
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_ the advisability of establishing a Baptist daily newspaper. The 
Convention unanimously - adopted a resolution advocating an 
amendment to the Constitution to prohibit the use of public 
funds for the support of sectarian institutions. The President 
of the Convention declared that Baptists, as a matter of prin- 
ciple, opposed receiving money for their own work, and every 
religious order in the world ought to pay Its own expenscs, 
They were not sparing with the rod; the opponents of the 
League of Nations also came in for their licks. Dr. Tructt 
stated in the address on Sunday afternoon that the moral forces 
of the country regarded the delay of the Treaty as a national 
and world-wide tragedy. LHe prophesied if the League did not 
come to-day, that it would come as sure as God was in heaven, 
On our part, we “ain’t” saying it is, and we “ain't” saying it 
“ain't? Meanwhile, what is the matter with Peace? Let us 
have that anyway. 
Washington, D. C. _ J. IF. WENCHEL. 


DEGENERATION. 


How rapidly some sectarian Sunday-schools are degenerat- 
ing as spiritual institutions, what little care is given to impress 
on the minds of children the eternal and saving truths of the 
Gospel, is shown by a leaflet published by a Presbyterian 
Sunday:school in Philadelphia, bearing the title: “Song Shect. 
Older Boys’ and Girls’ Conference.” The writer, several years 
ago, heard from a very reliable source of a sectarian German 
Sunday-school which, when in session, would at the request of 
the pastor sing “Fuchs, du hast die Gans gestohlen.” But this 
depressing incident is nothing compared with the song service 
of this Philadelphia Presbyterian Sunday-school. The first page 
of the folder contains three songs, none of them having a single 
spiritual note. The second page brings five songs, equally barren 
of any spiritual contents. One of these is sung to the tune of 
“America, I Love You,” and reads: — 

Oh! oh! good eats, I love you! 

You touch my heart to its core. 

From pickles to ice cream, 

So nice to me you seem, 

I tell you, I want some more. 

And the Secondary Division, 

I love that, too,.you see. 

Oh, yes, I love both of you, 

And here are several hundred others 
like me. 


The “Sunday-school Yell,” on the first page, reads: — 
Hickey, pickey, flippee, flop, 
Sunday-school, Sunday-school, 
On the top. 
Are we in it? We should smile. 
We've been in it all the while. 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL, 
Sunday-school, 
Sunday-school, 
Sunday-school. 


The “Boosters’ Slogan,” according to the folder, is: — 
Sh-h-h-h-h, listen! 
Sis-s—s-s, boom, bang! 
We're the biggest bunch of boosters 
Ever came from out the woods. 
We're the cream of all creation, 
We're delivering the goods, 
We're from Philly, 
That’s why. 


Tf you, dear reader of the Wrrvess, have ever complained 
of the conservatism of our Lutheran Church, do so no more, 
but rather be grateful to your God for having given us His 
grace to stick to the old Scriptural truths and the beautiful 
and comforting hymns of our fathers, and to turn with sadness 
and disgust from tommy-rot such as we occasionally run across 
in sectarian Sunday-schools and churches. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 


THE PASSING OF EUCLID AVENUE. 


Euclid Avenue was once said to be the most famous 
thoroughfare in the United States. Even to-day it is lined 
with many spacious mansions. Broad lawns lic before them. 
Traces of exquisite landscape gardening may still be seen. Some 
of these fine old residences have as many as one hundred rooms. 
Once they wore the homes of noted and wealthy men. John D. 
Rockefeller once lived on Euclid Avenue. Other famous men 
lived there. Many of the nation’s greatest political and literary 
lights have been entertained in those grand old mansions, 
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But go down Euclid Avenue to-day and note the change! 
Many of those old residences have already passed away. At 
least a dozen of them cither have been demolished, or are being 
torn down. For Euclid Avenue to-day is “Automobile Row.” 
The once spacious lawns are now lined with buildings, Signs 
tell the passing public to buy tho Packton Six, the Wintard 
Supersix, the Overton, and even the humble little “Lizzie.” 

Many of the fine old houses still stand. But they look 
dreary. Big signs say that Professor Shimmy teaches dancing 
in one of them, that Madame Tremolo has opened a school of . 
vocal art in another, that the Chrismanton School of Rag-time 
will teach you to master syncopated time in only twelve lessons 
in another house, and that Lady Rajahputri is conducting spirit 
séances in another. The mansions are there in some cases, but 
they are tenantless, in so far as their original purpose is con- 
cerned. 

Scripture tells us that we are temples of the Holy Ghost. 
In this mansion of clay the Holy Spirit should dwell. Beware, 
then, lest theso mansions of clay be destitute of their real pur- 
pose, and turned into dwelling-places for worldly enterprises. 
When a man or a woman, a youth or a maiden, lives only for 
pleasure, and when the greatest ambition seems to be to learn” 
to dance the tango, warble senseless rag-time doggerel, store 
one’s mind with a hundred movie-plots, or master the details 
of all the current scandal in the yellow newspapers, then the 
human mind and heart, like the present-day Euclid Avenue 
mansions, have become sadly degraded. 


Cleveland, O. F. R. WEBBER. 


_A MODERN CHURCH. 


In a recent issue of the Kansas City Star I read a news 
item which shows to what depths the sectarian churches in this 
country have fallen. <A Pittsburgh dispatch said that a Dr. 
Thompson of Chicago had told his Methodist brethren there 
that the churches must provide for girls a suitable place to 
entertain their men friends. He said: “There is every reason 
why our churches should fit up rooms with cozy corners where 
there is not too much light, so that city-young persons may do 
their love-making under favorable circumstances.” 

How grateful should we Lutherans be that our churches — 
do not render themselves so ridiculous and contemptible as some 
of these sectarian churches do! Since I came to this country, 
I have heard quite a number of Methodist, Presbyterian, Camp- 
bellite, and Congregational preachers, but none of them ever 
could satisfy and comfort my soul as our Lutheran ministers do. 
We Lutherans might be considered old-fashioned on account of 
our orthodox Bible-religion, but the proposition to “fit up cozy 
corners in the churches where there is not too much light” shows 
what others have come to. What will be next on their program? 


Kansas City, Mo. C. N. Rope. 
NEWS AND NOTES. 


Puritan ideas of freedom after these three hundred years 
still prevail on some points of the Atlantic coast. On Tangier 
Island, April 11, a policeman shot and seriously wounded a 
seventeen-year-old youth who, in violation of the Law, refused 
to attend church. While almost wnbelievable, the incident is 
attested by 2 New York World correspondence dated Chris- 
field, Md., April 25. 

May 5 a bill (H. J. Res. 302) authorizing the expenditure 
of $400,000 for the celebration of the three-hundredth anni- 
versary of the landing of the Pilgrims was passed by the Senate 
of the United States. 

The Algiers (La.) Herald of January 29, 1920 (not 1320, 
but 1920) reports that the throats of all Catholics were blessed 
in the New Orleans Catholic churches. “Throats so blessed 
are free from sore throat and the other ills of the throat for 
a whole year.” The Lutheran some time ago told about a wed- 
ding party of which the best man was a Catholic. When some- 
body was using a perfume spray, the best man exclaimed with 
some anxiety: “Don’t get any of that perfume on that button; 
that’s my holy button, that button’s been blessed.” 


The New World, Chicago, quotes from the statistics of 
Dr. H. K. Carroll the following decreases for the year: Metho- 
dist Episcopal 69,940; Presbyterian (U.S. A., Northern), 
32,308; Disciples of Christ, 17,645; Methodist Episcopal 
(South), 16,404; Northern Baptist Convention, 9,156; National 
Baptist Convention, 35,007; Presbyterian (U.S. A., Southern), 
8,811; United Presbyterian, 2,976; Cumberland Presbyterian, 
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1,645; Welsh Calvinistic Presbyterian, 922; Norwegian Lu- 
theran, 2,910. | 

There are 266,707 illiterates past the age of twenty-one 
in the Roman province, around the very capital of Italy, or 
36 per cent. of the'total population. The percentage of illiteracy 
in other provinces of Italy is: Umbria, 55.8; Marches, 57; 
Abruzzi, 64; Campania, 57.6; Sardinia, 62.1; Sicily, 63.5; 
Basilicatta, the home province of Premier Nitti, 71.5; Cala- 
bria, 73 per cent., which is the record. Figures for central and 
northern Italy are better, showing from as low as 13 per cent. 
to 40 per cent. 

According to the 1919 report of the Nebraska State Bureau 
of Health, one-half of the marriages in Douglas County (city 
of Omaha) end in the divorce courts, while the average for the 
State is one decree of separation for every four marriage 
licenses. 

The devil surely makes sport of those who were once 
materialists denying the existence of God and spirit, and now 
talk with the dead through the ouija board. It is enough to 
make men of science weep to sce Sir Oliver Lodge, one of the 
leading scientists of the world, sit down at the ouija board, 
as he did at Winnipeg, Can., lately, asking questions from 
a “spirit on the tenth plane,” about the density of ether and 
about reincarnation. If Lodge taught that the moon was made 
of green cheese, they might at least have the comfort that all 
the world would know what is the matter. 


During the first year of his service in Argentine one of 
our missionaries confirmed forty-seven and baptized seventy 
children. 


Some months ago Father Joseph Folti was appointed to 
St. Casimir’s Church, Detroit. A petition against his appoint- 
ment, signed by 600 names, representing nearly every member 
of the parish, was presented to the bishop. The bishop refused 
to withdraw the appointment. “Defying a mob of angry 
parishioners,” says the report, “Father Folta took possession of 
the parish house.” Forty policemen formed his protection as 
he entered the parish. 


A Reformed paper has lately condemned all financial drives, 
saying that you need not drive people to give to the kingdom of 
God. But there are drives and drives. If by drive we mean any 
kind of coercion, the criticism is justified. If by drive we mean 
only a concerted effort all along the line for a special purpose, 
with only Gospel appeal set forth as the motive, the criticism 
is not justified. Our Laymen’s League campaign has not only 
produced the largest sum ever collected by a Lutheran body, 
but has been conducted along evangelical lines oan ane 


Secular Press. 





GRIPS AND PASSWORDS. 


(EprrorraL Nore.— The Valve World is a trade publication, 
edited by Justin W. McEachern and published by the Crane Co., one 
of the greatest manufacturing corporations in the United States. 
The following paragraphs from its issue of March, 1920, contain as 
sane a statement of our own objections to the oath-bound secrecy of 
the lodge as one can find in current literature.) 


Down in one of the Southern California cities the high- 
school “frat” has become a problem. School authorities and 
parents — some parents at least — have been holding meetings 
and trying to devise ways and means to put these snobbish, un- 
democratic, un-American, and wholly unnecessary secret organi- 
zations of youngsters completely out of business. One school prin- 
cipal said that the worst feature of the “frats” was the complete 
disregard of the members for law and order, their contemptuous 
objection to any sort of discipline, and last, but by no means 
least, a general and easy tendency toward immorality. As no 
one contradicted the gentleman, it may be assumed that he 
mercly stated the case as it stands. And, this being so, I am 
wondering why it should take longer than twenty-four hours to 
wipe out every high-school fraternity in that city or in the 
whole State. 


As a broad general proposition secret organizations of any 


sort are opposed to the ideal of the brotherhood of man; and, 
still speaking in a general way, they militate against the fullest 
development of individualism. No man can take an obligation, 
no matter how lofty its purpose or how desirable its intent, with- 
out to that oxtent limiting his freedom of thought and action. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. 


I always have been of the opinion that a citizen should 
undertake no obligation save that imposed by his citizenship, 
and doubtless this has had much to do with the fact that I never 
havo been a “jiner.” I know no passwords, and I practise no 
“grips.” If I can’t put my heart in my hand when I clasp the 
hand of another, then I don’t want to shake hands at all. I never 
have been able to persuade myself that a certain peculiar and 
secret twitching of certain muscles in my fingers, meeting with 
a similar twitching in the fingers of another gave to that other 
a claim on my sympathies and actions that I might deny in the 
absence of any muscular twitching. Neither have I leaned to 
tho idea that the whispering of certain cabalistic words or 
phrases through the pecp-hole of a door should grant me priv- 
ileges and opportunities not open to the unfortunate fellow who 
did not possess the verbal secret. Perhaps this idea of secret 
fraternalism, this scheme of sorting out groups of men accord- 
ing to certain obligations, grips, aud passwords, is not devoid of 
good [?] among men of full growth; but I frankly hold that 
similar grouping among the boys and girls to whom we are try- 
ing to teach the principles of human brotherhood and genuine 
democracy cannot result in anything but bad. The public school 
secret society is an abomination, pure and simple. It favors 
about everything that is opposed to the building up of good 
citizenship. It makes snobs. It inculeates “class.” It stunts 
individual development. It discourages real manliness and 
womanliness. It is wholly repugnant to our institutions. It 
should be wiped out and kept out forever. If argument and 
persuasion will not accomplish this much-to-be-desired result, 
then let it be remembcred that the woodshed, the barrel stave, 
and the muscular paternal right arm still may be brought into 
effective play. There is a touch in the well-applied barrel stuve 
far transcending the touch of any “frat” grip on carth. 


The Valve World. 


WHERE SCHOOLS FAIL. 


It’s a mistake to think married women always talk over 
their husbands when they get together. They much prefer to 
talk over their children — if they have any. Children are a real 
problom, and mothers do not hesitate to discuss their particular 
problems and to seek advice concerning them. 

The other day I was fortunate enough to hear a group of 
mothers commenting upon the “schooling” of their children. 

“My baby started to school this fall,” began one thin, young 
mother, “and I-dreaded to see her go.” 

“We all hate to see them start in,” laughingly remarked an 
older woman, “The houses seem so dreadfully quiet when they 
first leave us for school.” 

“Of course, I’m lonesome without the baby at home,” said 
the first speaker, “but that isn’t exactly the point. I’m dread- 
ing the effect of school upon her. Now take my older daughter. 
She was a sweet, obedient little thing before I sent her to school. 
She believed in her father and mother, she was learning to speak 
good English and she had good manners. I never saw a child 
chango so after her first term at school. She is a regular little 
smarty now, and thinks nothing of correcting her parents in 
season and out of season. - 

“What she learns in school she believes to be above and 
beyond anything she learns at home. She seems to think it a 
disgrace now to be commonly polite, and she has become self- 
conscious and vain. It’s a puzzle just what to do to counter- 
act the outside influences which are spoiling her.” 

“The public school is 2 great American institution of which 
we should be supremely proud,” thoughtfully spoke up an elderly 
woman, “but it has grave faults:for which we do not seem to 
have found remedies — as yet. That is why I did not allow my 
children to go to the publie school until their character had 
hardened somewhat under the home influence. Being a teacher 
before my marriage, I undertook their education until each was 
twelve years old; then I sent them forth with an inward prayer 
that they would keep their heads and be able to judge between 
tho false and the true.” 

“And your children are real treasures,” said another mother. 
“But not every mother is equipped to do as you have done. My 
boys are simply unruly since they are going to school, and my 
daughter, who is in her first year high school now, seems to 
think of nothing but dress and dances. The public school is 
supposed to be a democratic institution where rich and poor 
are upon an equality, but I don’t see how parents without money 
can send their children to high schools. Though it’s true that 
the education itself doesn’t cost so much, there is a constant 
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demand for the money in order that one’s child may ‘keep up 
as well as tho rest.’ ” , , . 

The little German mother, who had been listening while she 
knitted, now had her say. : 

“Some of you dear ladics know that I put my two boys in 
the Lutheran school and some of you have kindly criticized. So 
last fall, when school was about to begin, I thought over the 
matter deeply and decided that perhaps it was un-American not 
to send my children to the public school. Therefore 1 thought: 
I will make a trial. I will send my second boy to the public 
school, and compare him with my older boy. 

“So I did. What happencd? My second boy became one 
little devil. He no longer loved his mama and papa as he 
had, but he wished to be on the street always with the other 
boys and he thought only of money. To get rich: That was 
his new education. I shall not say he learned that from his 
publie school teacher, but he learned it among his school com- 
rades and was not taught differently in the schoolroom. 

“Now my oldest boy learns from his teacher, not only from 
books, but from life, and he is told of the beautiful things which 
make life beautiful. He is taught that he should respect his 
mama and papa and love his fellow-men, and that in truth, and 
loyalty, and well-doing are to bo found the greatest riches. 
School is not a matter of language or figures, dear ladies. It 
is an influence, and it is with that we must reckon. 

“This year I shall send my second boy back to the Lutheran 
school.” 

“Seems to me our public school system lacks ballast,” said 
another mother. “Seems to me that it needs something like 
religion, or sentiment, to sort of even up things.” 

“Religion is out of the question in this melting pot of a 
country,” said a former schoolma’am. “As for sentiment, 
granted that we need it sadly. But a tired public school teacher 
with 60 youngsters resisting her efforts to instil knowledge, 
every one of the 60 temperamentally different—and half a 
dozen supervisors, all with pet fads, after her—hasn’t much 
opportunity to cultivate sentiment.” 

Edna K. Wooley, in Houston Daily Post, October 6, 1915. 








iutheran DLaymen's League. 


(EpITorIAL Nore. — By arrangement with the L. L. L. Campaign 
Committee, this column is supplied by Rev. R. Jesse as Special Cam- 
paign Correspondent.) 


Equity, Not Charity. 


The L. L. L. slogan means to say that the Endowment Fund 
is not a provision of charity, but one required by right and 
justice. While the Church offers to all who will embrace them 
opportunities to make the most of life also in a financial way, 
she offers no such opportunities to those who labor in the Word 
and doctrine. Sho gives her children a religious training; 
teaches them all the virtues of piety, to be industrious, econom- 
ical, kind, cheerful, obliging. This training is a valuable busi- 
ness assct for later life. To be known as a person of such 
qualities is as fine a business capital as a man may want. Let 
him exhibit these and, all other things being equal, he will find 
that the Church’s training has equipped him to make a success 
of life also in a financial way. 

Not so in the case of her Veterans. Never mind how 
economical, industrious, kind, cheerful, obliging they are, they 
will often find themselves trying to make ends meet. As a rule 
they have nothing to begin with. The golden years of young 
manhood net them-no wages; their time is given to arduous 
study. The savings of their parents, most of whom are living 
in parsonages, often do not suffice to keep the young student 
eare-free even at college. Sometimes the financial aid of 
brothers and sisters has to be invoked to keep them at college. 
They graduate in their twenties. The only thing they have to 
begin with is the call extended them. Some begin with less, 
beeause a few bills on their college-training remain unpaid. 
Out of nothing or less they are expected at once to provide 
themselves with the necessary and expensive library and_with 
such litcrature as they need to keep abreast of the times. From 
that costly library down to their office furniture, the chair they 
sit on, the paper on which they write their sermons, their type- 
writer, if they succeed in getting one, — everything they need 





to do their work must be paid out of their salary. Lach is. 


expected to be “the husband of one wife,” so little by little 


189 


the home must be furnished, possibly on the instalment plan. 
That’s where his “savings” go. He is industrious, kind, oblig- 
ing, but all this nets him is increased work with the growth of 
his charge and possibly with the election to some synodical 
board or committee. It is quite a saving to the church to have 
such work done by unsalaried appointees who, if the expenses 
connected with the work are not overly large, often defray them 
out of their own pocket. 

What is the salary out of which all the above is defrayed? 
Tell it not in Gath! Some one, “with a basis of authority,” 
quotes the average ministerial income throughout the country 
at $937.00. Before the war that average was enough to make 
many a heart heavy because the purse was too light. Then 
came the war to make matters worse. ‘“Bradstreet’s statistics 
show that in 1914, $437 would buy as much of the necessaries of 
life as $1,000 would do at the present time; $650 then was 
equivalent to $1,500 to-day; $1,000 then equaled $2,290 
now,” ete. The seale of wage-earning labor, according to the 
St. Louis Globe-Democrat, January 14, 1920, has gone up 275 


per cent. since 1914. Fut has either city or rural congregation ~ 


raised its pastor’s or teacher’s salary as much as from $437 to 
$1,000, or from $1,000 to $2,290 in proportion with the increased 
cost of living? 

The point is that when the Church takes advantage of all 
the sacrifices required to put a young man into the ministry, 
then keeps him on a salary inadequate ‘to meet the heavy de- 
mands upon it, and saves money at the expense of the Veteran’s 
special work and time on special boards and committees, equity, 
not charily, requires that some provision should be made for 
the heroic worker to keep him out of bitter want in his old age, 
or from leaving his dependents uncared for when he dies. 

And to do this is the purpose of the L. L. L. $8,000,000 fund! 


The Blessed Reaction of Liberality. 


By word and by deed the fear often finds expression that 
if a congregation gives for outside purposes, its home treasury 
will suffer. From what has been expressly written to its offices 
and from what many letters implied, we gather that much which 
could have been done has been left undone because of this empty 
fear. God’s Word teaches the vanity of such fear when it says, 
“Give, and it shall be given unto you.” — How could the farmer 
expect to reap his wheat if he were afraid at secd-time to scatter 


seed by the bushel over his field? First he must give, then. 


he may hope to receive. Without scattering broadcast there 
could be no hope of a harvest. And what does the experience 
of liberal contributors to the L. L. L. Fund teach? Writes the 
pastor at Rome, N. Y.: “In conclusion I wish to state that this 
drive has been unique in the history of our church. And what 


have been the ‘harmful’ consequences? During the same year . 


we have had another drive for our own church fund. In nearly 
every case subscriptions have been increased from 10 to 100 
per cent.; the minister’s salary was increased by $356; almost 
$900 was paid off on our new church-building; contributions 
for missions and synodical purposes increased fully 50 per cent., 
—and everybody is happy.” This congregation of 300 com- 
municants sent a contribution of $1804.34 to the Fund. . 


Time and Place of L.L. L. Convention. 

The sessions of the L. L. L. Convention in Detroit, June 14 
to 15, 1920 will be held at Bethany Hall, corner of Meldrum and 
Pulford Aves. The first meeting will be called to order at nine 
o’clock Monday morning, June 14. 

Bethany Hall may be reached by taking either 

2) The Mack Cars at East Loop, near Soldiers’ and Sailors’ 
Monument at City Hall, to Mount Elliott Ave., walking to the 
left (north) and one block to Pulford Ave., and one-half block 
east to hall; or 

b) The Gratiot Cars at same place as above, also to Elliott 
Ave. From there walk two blocks to the right (south) to Pul- 
ford Ave., then one-half block cast to the hall. 

All contemplating to attend the Convention should at once 
notify Mr. Chr. P. Tietze, 558 Mack Ave., Detroit, Mich., per 
postal card of this fact. Those wishing to have hotel reserva- 
tions made must state so to Mr. Tietze, giving their full home 
address and stating day and date of arrival in Detroit. 

Members of the L. L. L. attending the L. L. L. Convention 
at Detroit are requested to bring with them their letter of ac- 
knowledgment from the Statler Hotel. 

All L. L. L. members are earnestly invited to attend. 

May God bless our deliberations, our work, and our League! 

O. J. Onamer, Exec. Sec’y L. L. L. 


’ 








New Publications. 





Psychology and the Christian Day-School. By Paul E. Kretz- 
mann. Price, $1.00, net. Concordia Publishing House, St. 
Louis, Mo. 

Our Publishing House has been encouraged by many of our 
teachers, in fact, by whole conferences of teachers, to publish a series 
of monographs for the Teachers’ Library. The series is to be known 
as the Concordia Teachers’ Library, and is edited by the Rev. Paul 
E. Kretzmann, Ph. D. The first volume of this series, Psychology 
and the Christian Day-school, by the editor himself, is now upon 
the market. — 

The synodical committee whose business it is to pass on books 
of this class in manuscript writes of this book: “We have been 
favorably impressed with the scholarly manner in which the subject- 
matter has been treated, and we wish to call especial attention to 
the Christian view-point so prominent throughout the book. Such 
a work as this will fill a long-felt want, and we therefore urge the 
publication at the earliest date possible.” 

The treatise is divided into three parts: I. Fundamental Prin- 
ciples of Educational Psychology. II. Factors in Christian Educa- 
tion and Training. 111. Practical Points in Educational Psychology. 
There is added an appendix, in which kindergarten work and grade 
work, work in rural schools, and the pedagogical library of the 
teacher are briefly considered. 

While Dr. Kretzmann’s book is, first of all, intended for teachers 
and students of pedagogy, it is of great and practical value to every 
one who must instruct children, especially to our pastors and parents 
in general. Just at the present time, when throughout our Synod 
the interest in our schools is reawakening, and the problem of our 
parochial school is being considered, all those who are interested 
and who must assist in deciding upon important questions concern- 
ing the establishment and the conduct of a school, should read and 
study this volume. 

The Doctor explodes many false theories, fads, immature con- 
clusions, pseudo-scientific nonsense, and crude, half-baked doctrines 
on the education of the child. Upon reading this comparatively 
brief treatise, we were impressed with the riches of information and 
instruction which the author has succeeded in getting into these 
one hundred thirty-nine pages. It is impossible to mention the 
many good things which we found, from the fine points of contact 
between physiology and psychology down to the very salary of the 
teacher and his and his e:nployer’s attitude towards that factor, but 
we will simply call attention to one instance of such skilful treat- 
,ment whereby brevity and comprehension are both accomplished. On 
page 35 the author mentions in succession the important points in 
the training of the memory, and in concluding the matter, on page 36, 
he shows that artificial systems and mnemonics are of comparatively 
little value, in fact, in some cases, simply increase difficulties. The 
book is neither a mere compend, nor is it a Jabored and exhaustive 
investigation of all the subjects connected with pedagogy. It is 
rather a clear presentation of those definite, established, and reliable 
truths which either years of experience or the very revelation of God 
Himself has supplied for that very important work of bringing up 
our dear children that they may grow “in favor with God and with 
man.” This first volume augurs well for the whole series of Con- 
cordia Tcachers’ Library. Ss. 


Statistical Year-Book of the Ev. Luth. Synod of Missouri, Ohio, 
and Other States for the year 1919. Concordia Publishing 
House, St. Louis, Mo. 1920. Price, 75 cts. 


Upon 160 pages the statistician of our Synod, the Rev. E. Eck- 
hardt, of Battle Creek, Nebr., under the direction of Prof. L. Fuer- 
bringer, presents, first, the list of officers of Synod; secondly, the 
reports of the twenty-three District Presidents; thirdly, the paro- 
chial reports of all our pastors and then their summaries, together 
with remarks upon the totals, the language used in the services, 
and a complete survey of the growth of our Synod from 1887 to 
1919. To this are added the statistical and financial reports of our 
many Boards of Mission, Support, Relief, Church Extension, Educa- 
tion, Charity, Publishing House, and Legacies. The approximate 
value of Synod’s property is given on page 144, and the financial 
report of the Treasurer, as given in the Lutheraner and LUTNERAN 
WITNESS, on page 145. Finally, there is a necrology and a list of 
changes of addresses since the publication of the Annual of 1920. 
Whoever wants to be informed upon the Missouri Synod as a cor- 
poration, its business standing as a whole and in all its parts, will 
find reliable information in this Year-Book. It is a picture of our 
Synod, as far as figures are able to present such a picture. 


Synodalbericht des South Dakota-Distrikts der Ev.-Luth. Synode 
yon Missouri, Obio und andern Staaten. 1919. Concordia 
Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, 20 cts. 

Our brethren in the South Dakota District at their synodical 
meetings have considered a series of papers dealing with the peculiar 
characteristics and doctrines of the different denominations. At this 
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last. convention the Rev. F. Freese read a paper upon the Congrega- 
tional Church, its history and its teachings. The entire paper is 
just so much documentary evidence that our brethren are doing that 
Which their Lord and Master Jesus Christ has commanded them 
to do: “Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have com- | 
manded you,” and, “Mark them which cause divisions and offenses 
contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned,” and, “Beware of 
false prophets.” In dealing with the errors of the Congregational 
Church, the truth of God’s Word shines out by contrast all the more 
clearly. Rev. Freese’s paper is not merely negative and critical, 
but preeminently constructive. One thing must be admitted, if any 
one 1s a Lutheran he ought to know why he is a Lutheran, and what 
his Church stands for. By the study of such a paper as this on the 
peculiar characteristics and doctrines of the different denominations, 
our members will not only gain confidence in their own Church and 
its position, but they themselves. personally will acquire as their 
own personal possession the light and the wealth of much truth, and 
thus be richly blessed here and herenfter. 

The report upon the business transactions of the District is in- 
structive and interesting because of the information and suggestions 
given concerning our schools and teachers in South Dakota.  S&. 


Synodalbericht des Iowa-Distrikts der Ev.-Luth. Synode von ° 
Missouri, Ohio und andern Staaten. 1919. Concordia Pub- 
lishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, 50 ets. 


This report contains a sermon by the vencrable President of our 
Synod, the Rev. F. Pfotenhauer, upon the 46th Psalm, the psalm 
which inspired Luther to write his great hymn: “A Mighty Fortress 
Is Our God.” The whole sermon is a beautiful prose paraphrase of 
that hymn, with applications to donditions of our days. The Iowa 
District did right to preserve it and to incorporate it in its minutes. 

Dr. Paul E. Kretzmann’s paper upon the Festivals of the Jews 
is of permanent value. The Doctor has gathered from the Bible 
and from other sources much valuable information upon the many 
different feasts of the Jews. We have nowhere else found such an 
excellent treatise on this’ subject in such a reasonable compass. 
Every pastor will have occasion to refer to it in order to speak in- 
telligently of the holy days of the Old Testament. The proccedings, 
without the essay, are given also in an English translation.  S. 


Synodalbericht des Canada-Distrikts der Ev.-Luth. Synode von 
Missouri, Ohio und andern Staaten. 1919. Concordia Pub- 
lishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, 28 cts. 

The essay contained in this report is by the Rev. Th. Huegli on 
the subject of Isracl’s Apostasy. The salary question and the ques- 
tions connected with war conditions are dealt with in that part of 
the report which refers to the business of the District. S. 








Mizcellanenus. 





Ordination and Installations. 


Ordained under authorization of the respective District 
President: — 


, _On 9th Sunday after Trinity, 1019: Candidate M. L. Heerboth 
in St. John’s Church, Lawton, Okla., by Pastor G. H. Hentschel. 


Installed under authorization of the respective District 
Presidents: — 


On Ist Sunday after Enster: The Rev. R. Filter in St. James’s 
Church, near Golden Valley, N. Dak., by Pastor M. A. Berner. 

On 2d Sunday after Easter: The Kev. R. Hudtloff in St. Paul’s 
Church, Stevens Point, Wis., by Pastor F, Ulmer. . 

_. On 3d Sunday after Easter: The Rev. L. Helfrich in First Eng- 
lish Ev. Luth. Church, New Orleans, La., by Pastor Th. Schliepsiek. 
—-The Rev. A. A. Brauer in St. John’s Church, Schaller, Iowa, by 
Pastor C. H. Boye. — The Rev. R. Frick in the church at Wartburg, 
ll., by Dr. C. C. Schmidt. . 

On 4th Sunday after Enster: The Rev. 0. Lang in St. John’s 
Church, Hastings, Iowa, by Pastor A, H. Lange. 

On 5th Sunday after Enster: The Rev. O. F. Engelbrecht in 
Luther Memorial Church, Shorewood, Milwaukee, Wis., by Pastor 
H. Grueber. — The Rev. EF. Moll in Immanuel Church, Neenah, Wis., 
by Pastor J. G. F. Kleinhans.— The Rev. W. K. Pifer in the con- 
gregation at Hannahstown, Pa., by Pastor C. Lauterbach. — The 
Rev. G. Kaase in Holy Evangelists’ Church, Kingsbury, Tex., by 
Pastor G. C. Falsken.—The Rev. O. Lang in St. Paul’s Church, 
Oakland, Iowa, by Pastor A. H. Lange. 

On Sunday after Ascension: The Rev. EF. Joesting in Trinity 
Church, Hudson, Wis., by Prof. W. Moenkemoeller. — The Rev. BD. F. 
—— in the congregation at, Posen, Mich., by Pastor W. Wein- 
nender. 





On 3d Sunday after Easter: Teacher A. EB. Franke as Super- 
intendent of Martin Luther Orphanage at West Roxbury, Boston, 
Mass., by Pastor H. Birkner. , 
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Corner-Stone Laying. 


On 5th Sunday after Easter, St. Paul’s Church, Afidway, Iowa 
(the Rev. A. Rueber, pastor), laid the corner-stone of a new church. 





Dedications. 
Dedicated to the service of God: — 

Churches.—On Palm Sunday: The new church of Zion Con- 
gregation, Nampa, Idaho (the Rev. H. A. Kahle, pastor). — On 
3d Sunday after Easter: The new church of Grace Congregation, 
Queens, L. I., N.Y. (the Rev. C. A. Romoser, pastor). 

School. —On 5th Sunday after Easter: The new school of St. 
J uilee Congregation, near Garner, Iowa (the Rev. G. H. Koch, 
pastor). 





Conferences. 


The Teachers’ Conference of Western Iowa will meet, D. v., 
June 23 to 25 at Lotts Creck, Iowa. Timely announcement is to be 
made to Teacher W. Schmicel. F. E. Eacerpvina, Sec. 


The Southern Idaho Conference will meet, D. v., July 20 to 22 
in Squirrel, Idaho. Papers will be read, in the followin order, by 
the Revs.: J. A. Schlichting: Augsburg Confession, Art. IV (con- 
clusion); H. C. Schulze: The Advantages and the Possible Dis- 
advantages of a Long Pastorate; M. G. Polack: Letters of Dis- 
missal; Dannenfeldt: 2 Cor. 6, 14—18; H. A. Fisher: Infant 
Baptism in the First Four Centuries; O. Bernthal: Malicious De- 
sertion; J. Gihring: The Spiritual Care of the Young; H. A. Kahle: 
Life and Real Estate. Confessional Sermon (German): Revs. Dan- 
nenfeldt, Fisher, Gihring. Pastoral Sermon (German): Revs. E. 
Meier, Polack, Schlichting. Kindly notify the resident pastor of 
your intended presence. H. A. Fisuer, Sec. 

During the last ‘session of the Synod of the Western District 
the teachers decided to organize 2 Teachers’ Conference of the Dis- 
trict. This District Conference will meet, D. »., August 24 to 26 
in Holy Cross School, 3630 Ohio Ave., St. Louis, Mo. Applications 
for quarters are to be made to the undersigned at 35564 Texas Ave., 
St. Louis, Mo., not later than August 1. All teachers of the District 
are earnestly requested to attend. H. A. ANSORGE, Seo. 





Synodical Roster. | 


1. Additions to, or changes of, the list which is to be printed 
before Synod convenes, should be sent to the undersigned at once. 

2. Eingaben will be sent to all pastors; registration cards, to 
all synodical delegates whose names have been sent to the Sec- 
retary; credential cards, to lay-delegates only. 

3. Credential cards and registration cards must be given to the 
Committee before service on June 16, a. xf. Each synodical delegate 
will then receive a “Convention Button.” 
R. D. BIEDERMANN, Gen. Sec., 

Springfield, Ill. 





Reduced Fares to the Convention in Detroit, Mich. 


A reduction of one and one-third of the full fare will be granted 
by all railroads to all who wish to attend the manag of our General 
Body in Detroit, Mich., June 16—26, and whose full fare, one way, 
is 75 cents or more. 

To secure this reduced fare, request a certificate from the agent 
when you purchase your ticket to Detroit. Do not make the mistake 
of asking for a receipt, but ask for a certificate. 

Purchasing dates for tickets for this meeting are June 12—18. 

In case your local agent has no certificates, inquire of him at 
what nearest station certificates are available, then purchase local 
ticket to such station, and buy your through ticket to Detroit there, 
and ask for a certificate. . 

On your arrival at Detroit present your certificate to the under- 
signed, as reduced fare for the return trip will not apply unless you 
are properly identified as provided by the certificate. 

ince 250 certificates are necessary to authorize a granting of 
reduced fare, everybody paying full fare to Detroit is requested to 
apply for a certificate. Persons using half-faré privilege cannot re- 
ceive certificates. 

A special train on the Wabash R. R., leaving Chicago on Tuesday, 
June 15, 10 a.ae., and arriving at Detroit at 5.30 P. ar., will be pro- 
vided. 
, In buying through ticket via Chicago, see that it reads “via 
Wabash.” Write immediately whether you will take Special. 

Additional information will be gladly furnished on applying to 

Rev. E. G. NACHTSHEIM, 
General Railroad Secretary, 
609 18th Ave., N., Minneapolis, Minn. 
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Traveling to Synod in Detroit from and over St. Louis. 


Pastors should use their cler : i il 
1 ‘gymen’s certificates. Others will 
a, ae fare going, but should request from railroad agent a cer- 
my ¢, on presentation of which 1% fare will be charged for return 
P- For direct trip we recomniend Wabash train leaving St. Louis 

t i i arriving at Detroit 8.25 next morning. Delegates not at- 
= ine the presynodical meetings, especially those coming from the 
a and West, will prefer Wabash train leaving St. Louis Monday, 
37 P. M., arriving at Detroit Tuesday, 3.25 P.M. Ifa sufficient num- 
T travel together, a special car will be provided for them, perhaps 
also sleepers for those who make request. Kindly report at once to 


Rev. RicHAgp KRETZSCIMAR, 
2243 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


Lutheran Charity Conference. 


The Charity Conference of the Synodical Conference will con- 
vene, D.v., July 13 to 165 in the pangreaattbn of the Rev. O. Boecler, 
Chicago, Ill. All delegates and guests desiring lodging, or dinner 
only, are requested to send announcement thereof before July 1 to 
Rev. O. Boecler, 1501 Melrose St., Chicago, Ill. The opening service 
will be held at 9.30 a. ar. on July 13 in Rev. O. Boecler’s church. 


PH. WAMBSGANSS, Pres: 





Summer Course at Seward. 


We are now in a position to announce that a summer course for 
teachers in our schools will be given at the Lutheran Seminary, 
Seward, Nebr., July 19 to 30. ‘Such as contemplate attending are 
requested to apply for further information to Prof. J. T. Link, 106 
Lincoln Ave., Seward, Nebr. F. W. C. JESSE, Pres. 








Treasurers’ Reports. 


ENGLISH DISTRICT. 


Mission. — Congregations: Coyner’s, Waynesboro, Va., 32 ; 
Our Savior, Cincinnati, 25.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, Wai; He 
Mark’s, Detroit, 125.00; Mount Olive, Chicago, 48.00; Bethany, Chi- 
cago, 26.00. Sunday-schools: Our Savior, Cincinnati, 15.00; Trinity, 
ae sets Nd Emmanuel, Baltimore, 40.00. — Total, $620.79. 

ynodical Treasury. — Congregations: Coyner’s, Waynesb V 
$160.00; Our Redeemer, Chicago, 20.00; Trinity, East Si Louis, 7.90; 
Chieu oc he ree0 Mount pure, Chicago, 20.51; Bethany, 

Ol. alem sun - i — 
Totel eau oa. ay-school, Springdale, Ark., 6.81. 

Synodical Building Fund. — Congregations: Trinity, East St 
Louis, $5.27; Coyners’, Waynesboro, Va. .00; ; it, 
unt. Tots, fore q yn ro, Va., 72.00; St. Mark’s, Detroit, 

Church Eatension Fund.—C , i 
Va, 975.00. oyner’s Congregation, Waynesboro, 

sAmerican Lutheran Board for Relief in E — 

Lindemeyer, St. Louis, $5.00. r aia tate 

Board of Support. — Congregations: Coyner’s, Waynesboro, Va. 
$120.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 3.69; St. Mark’s, Detroit, 25.00; 
Bethany, Chicago, 10.00. — Tofal, $158.69. : ‘ oe 

Alission in Brazil. — Congregations: St. Mark’s, Detroit, $10.00; 
Bethany, Chicago, 10.00. — Total, $20.00. , ai ° 

Mission in China. — Bethany Church, Chicago, $6.70. 

rinalangeF Mission. — Bethany Church, Chicago, $4.79. 

‘oreign Aission. — Congregations: St. Mark’s, Detroit, $25.00; 
Bethany, Chicago, 10.00.— Total, $35.00. sdcaconial aa 
oe ne Home HMission.— Coyner’s Congregation, Waynesboro, 

~» $6.00. 

Ministerial Education Fund (Lake Erie Conference). — S 
Mark’s Church, Detroit, $25.00. : sisi 

Negro Mission. — Trinity Church, East St. Louis, $1.58. 

Indigent Students. — Trinity Church, East St. Louis, $2.63. 

Student Daniel in India. — Young Ladies’ Bible Class, Emman- 
uel Church, Baltimore, $35.00. 

City Mission, St. Louis, fo. — Pilgrim Church, St. Louis, $15.00. 

Deaf-mute Institute, Detroit, Mich.—St. Mark’s Church, De 
troit, $50.00. 

Home for Feeble-minded and Epileptics, Watertown, Wis. — 
Rey. F. Dreyer, St. Louis, $2.00. 

Lutheran Sanitarium, Wheat Ridge, Colo. — St. Mark’s Church, 
Detroit, $15.00. 

Walther League Wheat Ridge Sanitarium Dollar Collection. — 
Men’s Club and Ruth Guild, Calvary Church, Buffalo, $367.00. 

Granp ToTaL: $1,855.68. : 


May 31, 1920. Cuas. H. Dette, Treas., 
3935 Greer Ave. St. Louis, Mo. 
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Lutheran Laymen’s League~$3,000,000.00 
Endowment Fund. 


Watch it grow. 
t 





May 29, 1920: $2,117,068.19. 


$8, 000,000.00 
— 2,800,000.00 
— 2,600,000.00 
— 2,400,000.00 
— 2,200,000.00 
April 17, 1920 —|]}{— 2,000,000.00 
Nov. 11,1919 —|{|— 1,800,000.00 





Aug. 6, 1919 —)]7j|— 1,600,000.00 
June 13, 1919 1,400,000.CO 
May 18, 1919 1,200,000.00 
May 7, 1919 - 1,000,000.00 
April 29, 1919 800,000.00 
April 21, 1919 600,000.00 
April 15, 1919 400,000.00 
April 8, 1919 200,000.00 
March SO, 1919 0,00 


& 


Send all contributions to Mr. Fred C. Pritzlaff, 730 First Wis- 
consin National Bank Bldg., Milwaukee, Wis. 








MICHIGAN DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Michigan District during April, 
1920: — 


Synodical Treasury, $2,400.35; Synodical Building Fund, 353.50; 
Missions, 3,279.35; Miscellaneous, 8,246.18.— Total, $14,279.38. 


G. WENDT, Treas. . 


NEBRASKA DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Nebraska District during April, 
1920:— © : 
Synodical Treasury, $1,412.24; Synodical Building Fund, 244.33; 
Missions, 5,845.67; Miscellaneous, 3,760.66.— Total, $11,262.90. 
A. SCHUELKE, Treas. 


- NORTH DAKOTA AND MONTANA DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the North Dakota and Montana 
District from December 15, 1919, to February 15, 1920; — 


Synodical Treasury, $97.24; Synodical Building Fund, 12.28; 
General Home Mission Fund, 48.17; Church Extension Fund, 
2,195.20; Home Mission, 4,508.45; other Missions, 158.71; Miscel- 
laneous, 819.49. — 7'otal, $7,839.54. P. Meyer, Treas. 


Received at the Treasury of the North Dakota and Montana 
District from February 15 to May 15, 1920: — 


Synodical Treasury, $273.78; Synodical Building Fund, 92.99; 
Home Mission, 3,747.60; other Missions, 122.89; Church Extension 
Fund, 5,513.00; Miscellaneous, 742.27. — Total, $10,492.53. 


P. MEYER, Treas. 


SOUTHERN WISCONSIN DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Southern Wisconsin District 
during May, 1920: — 


Synodical Treasury, $1,102.12; Synodical Building Fund, 49.71; 
Missions, 1,152.95; Miscellancous, 2,090.40.—Total, $4,395.18. 


A. Ross, Treas. 
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Acknowledgment. 


Received for the Indian Mission Building Fund: From Mrs. John 
Rupp. Monett, Mo., $5.00; Mary A. Brelre, Grand Haven, Mich., 
2.00; Rev. Theo. H. Roschke, Wichita, Kans., 6.37; Mrs. W. E. 
Meier, Evansville, Ind., 25.00; Anna M. Hertlein, St. Joseph, Mich., 
10.00; J. M. Bucka, Minneapolis, Minn., 1.00; Ladies’ Aid, Sylvan 
Grove, Kans. (Rev. F. A. Mchl), 40.35; N. N., Kirkwood, Mo., 2.00; 
Edith Backus, Laporte, Ind., 1.00; Rev.-H. M. Tjernagel (sent to 
him), 2.50. —~ Total, $95.22. R. H. Gennicu, Jreas, 








Church Collection Envelopes. 


Orders for 1921-Sets of Church Collection Envelopes reaching us 
during June and July are subject to a special discount. Write us 
your specifications, and we shall be glad to quote you. We do not 
guarantee our prices to be the lowest, but we do guarantee them 
to be as low as the quality of goods and service will allow. 


Concogpta PusLisnine House, 
St. Louis, Mo. 





Important Notice. 


Kirdly consult the address printed on this copy of your WITNESS. 
The bottom line of the address shows when your subscription expires. 
(For instance, “Dee 20” signifies that your subscription expires with 
the last number in Decemlser, 1920.) ‘If it expires soon, please send 
your dollar (25 cents additional in St. Louis, Canada, and foreign 
countries) to your agent or to us in ample time to insure our un- 
interrupted service. It requires normally about two weeks before 
change of expiration date will show on address plates. 

Be sure to mention the paper you desire, and your name and ad- 
dress, both new and old, if you desire a change in address. No paper 
cin be mailed by us unless paid in advance, and if your renewal is 
not received before expiration, your name will automatically drop 
from our mailing-list. Concorpia Purtisuina House, 

St. Louis, Mo. 
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Change of Addresses. 


Rev. I. Buenger, c.o. Rev. W. L. Erb, R. 3, Aberdeen, 8. Dak. 

Rev. F. W. Daberkow, R. 2, Beemer, Nebr. 

Rev. Chr. Daeumler, 715 Atalanta Ave., Webster Groves Sta., 
St. Louis, Mo. 

Rev. J. H. Deye, R.1, Chester, Ill. 

Rev. A. O. Frey, 57 Russell St., Malden 48, Mass. 

Rev. M. J. Frosch, Villa Clara, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil, 
S. America, 

. Em. Hieber, Matteson, III. 

- H. A. Inselmann, 1818 Olive St., Columbus, Nebr. 

. W. F. Jiede, 208 E. 27th St., Kearney, Nebr. 

- H. Koch, 1509 Illinois Ave., Sheboygan, Wis. 

. A. Michalk, 3825 Ave. Q, Galveston, Tex. 

. W. K. Pifer, R. 1, Cabot, Pa. 

. J. R. Rausch, Claremont, Tl. 

Rev. F. H. Rudi, Glidden, Lowa. . 

Prof. P. Schelp, Av.-Rio de Janeiro 51, Porto Alegre, Rio Grande 
do Sul, Brazil, S. America. 

Rev. A. H. Schlecef, Box 43, Brimfield, Il. 

Rev. J. A. Schmidt, 725 E. River St., Elyria, O. 

Rev. G. P. Storin, R. 2, Free Soil, Mich. 

Rev. F. R. Webber, 1151 E. 148d St., N. E., Cleveland, 0. ’ 

Rev. A. I. Wehrmeister, 4940 Princeton Ave, Chicago, III. 

Rey. F. Wendt, 2963 Irving St., Denver, Colo. 

Rev. C. Zollmann, P. em., 775 33d St., Milwaukee, Wis. 

O. Beeker, 315 E. First St., Grand Island, Nebr. 

P. G. Elbert, 1607 E. Vermont St., Indianapolis, Ind. 

R. W. Petrowsky, 833 S. Webster St., Decatur, Ll. 

If. Voigt, 515 N. Fourth Ave., Maywood, HI. 

T. A. Wunderlich, 2844 S. Karlov Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
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THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


is an official organ of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missourl. Ohio, 

and Other States, It Is punushen biweekly, and Is edited by an Editorial 

Committee consisting of Prof. Th. Gracbner and Rey. Martin S. Sommer. 

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, $1.00 per annum. In St. Louis by mail or 
carrier, as well as In Canada and all otber forelen countries, $1.25. 

H Payable strictiy in adrance., ° 

ALL ARTICLES intended for publication In the paper should be addressed 
to Rev. M. S. Sominer. 3627 Ohio Aye., St, Louis, Mo. : 

ALL CHURCH NEWS, Announcements, Acknowledgments. Notices, also 
Books for Review, should be sent to Prof. Th. Gracbner, 3618 Texas Ave., 
St. Louis, Mo. 

NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS may begin at any time. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS |\s secured by giving both the new and the old 
address, and that one week before the change Is desired. , 

AN AGENT {s desired In every town, Correspondence invited. 

AnD 1 7 BUSINESS MATTER to Coxconpia Pusiisuina House, 

t. Louis, Mo. 
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NEITHER IS THERE SALVATION IN ANY OTHER! 


“Whom say ye that I am?” That is what Jesus wants 
to know. He wants to hear your answer and my answer. 
What do you believe and confess about Jesus of Nazareth? 
The world and the princes of this world are still up in arms 
against Jesus and His claims. Among these enemies of our 
Lord there are many names and many methods, but their 
“sospel” is all one and the same. “Jesus is not your Savior, 
you must save yourself.” One will tell you to learn this art 
from Mrs. Eddy and her “way-shower,” another will advise 
you to learn it from the theory of evolution and the survival 
of the fittest, another will point you to the great saints and 
offer you a confessor who will help you to imitate them, 
others insist that only by getting together into one great 
united Church can we all hope to save ourselves, still others 
declare that the best men should stand together in oath- 
bound societies and thus as a brotherhood save themselves. 
~The rulers and princes of earth’s wealth, wisdom, learning, 
and power have in these movements risen up against God’s 
Savior, the Lord’s Anointed, Jesus, the holy Child of God. 

“But whom say ye that I am?” ‘That is the question 
which Jesus is asking us. We answer: “Thou art the Christ, 
_ the Son of the living God.” ‘That was Peter’s confession and 
that is our confession. Flesh and blood has not revealed it 
to us, but the Father which is in heaven, He has taught us 
this confession. That has been the confession of our whole 
Synod from the beginning. We join Thomas in his confession 
when he said to Jesus: “My Lord and my God.” We join 
with that other holy man of God in saying to Jesus: “Thy 
throne, O God, is forever and ever.” 

And this same Jesus, whom God has made both Lord and 
Christ, He is our Savior. We cannot save ourselves, neither 
alone nor in union with others, even though it be an oath- 
bound union. No suint or confessor can help us to do it, no 
way-shower can show us the way. God has provided for us 
an almighty Savior in Jesus Christ. “For after that in the 
wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased 
God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. 
For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wis- 
dom. But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stum- 
bling-block, and unto the Greeks foolishness; but unto them 
which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 


God, and the wisdom of God.” But how few, even in Chris- 
tendom, who still stand up loyally for that Savior, Jesus! 
Our dear old Missouri Synod, and those who are affiliated 
with her in the same faith, have so far stood up for Him. God 
grant that they may still thus stand up for that holy Child 
Jesus, against whom the rulers of this earth have taken counsel 
together. It is time for all Christians to pray that ancient 
prayer for Jesus: “Lord, Thou art God, which hast made 
heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is: Who 
by the mouth of Thy servant David hast said, Why did the 
heathen rage, and the people imagine vain things? The kings 
of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together 
against the Lord and against His Christ. For of a truth, 
against Thy holy Child Jesus, whom Thou hast anointed, 
both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the 
people of Israel, were gathered together, for to do whatsoever 
Thy hand and Thy counsel determined before to be done. 
And now, Lord, behold their threatenings and grant unto 
Thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak Thy 
Word, by stretching forth Thine hand to heal; and that 
signs and wonders may be done by the name of Thy holy 
Child Jesus.” : 
_ Over against the Unitarians; over against the sects and 
their disloyal tolerance of those who deny the Savior; over 


against the idolatrous worship of those who chant the Ave~ 


Maria; over against the insidious and subtle sneers of the 
lodges, who tell us that they will allow the worship of Jesus 
if we only suffer them to laud their Unitarian worship and 
ceremonies as something superior to the narrowness of our 


old creed; over against all varieties of that doctrine by which *’ 


men wish to teach Christendom that nothing need be said 
specifically about Jesus, but that the fatherhood of God and 
the brotherhood of man makes one grand, comprehensive, en- 
tirely satisfactory creed; over against the world’s wisdom at 
our universities called evolution; over against the princes of 
the wealth of this world and their god, Mammon; over against 
all false notions and idolatries, we must stand up for Jesus as 
the only Savior. Our whole Synod, all our officers, teachers, 
professors, editors, and writers must stand up for Jesus, for 
the supremacy of His divine Person, for the inspiration and 
authority of His divine Word, for the integrity and validity 


| 
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of His atonement, for the purity of His worship, for its 
authority and right to the exclusion of all other worship 
in the Church. In this untoward generation, when thousands 
are falling away, when love is growing cold, and fear and 
misgiying is driving men to weak compromises, we must stand 
up for Jesus. 

Oh, that God would preserve among us a Church that 
stands up boldly for Jesus! All Christians, whether exter- 
nally united with us or otherwise, will be strengthened to 
hear that the Missouri Synod in all its actions and con- 
fessions, stands up for Jesus. 

God make us bold confessors! 
His will in all things! 

Stand up! — stand up for Jesus! 
The strife will not be long; 

This day the noise of battle, © 
The next, the victor’s song. 

To him that overcometh 7 
A crown of life shall be; 

He with the King of Glory 
Shall reign eternally! 


God make us doers of 


The World Movement. 





Words of Luther for Our Own Day. Translated for the 
“Tutheran Witness” by the Rev. Prof. Th. Engelder, 
Springfield, Il. 

Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every crea- 
ture. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that 
believeth not shall be damned. Mark 16, 15. 16. 

These are majestic words. And here is majesty indeed. 
Just hear what orders He gives these poor beggars: they are 
to go forth and preach this new thing, not in one city or 
land, but in all the world, in all kingdoms and empires; they 
are to speak boldly and confidently before all creatures, and 
let every member of the human race hear this message. That. 
is certainly reaching out far and undertaking a great deal. 
Orders of such scope and weight have never again been given 
in the world. ° 

The decrees of emperors, kings, princes, and lords carry 
no weight beyond their particular dominions, just as the 
authority of a householder does not extend beyond his house- 
hold. But here is an order which is binding upon all kings 
and rulers, lands and peoples, men great and small, young 
and old, learned, wise, and holy, etc. It is the manifesto 
declaring His authority to be supreme, universal, absolute, — 
the proclamation drafting all wisdom, holiness, greatness, and 
authority to be found on earth into His service. The world, 
indeed, cannot but spurn these claims and declares: “What, 
will this one Man with His eleven beggars lord it over Moses 
and all the prophets, yea, all men? For even Moses was sent 
but to Pharaoh and his people.” But when you set the whole 
world over against this single Man, He counts for no more 
than the meanest plow-boy. 

Of a truth, He is not a common lord who takes it upon 
Himself to send messengers not to one or two lords and kings, 
but to all the rulers in the wide world, and to lay His com- 
mands upon them as upon His subjects. And He bids His 
messengers not to fear any man nor to quake in the presence 
of the mighty, but to go on boldly, stop for nothing, and de- 
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liver their message throughout the world, confident that all 
men shall hearken unto them and that no man shall put re- 
straint upon them. | 

And the order was carried out, too, “beginning at Jeru- 
salem” and “unto the uttermost part of the earth.” Has any 
other realm reached such an extent? ‘There has never yet 
been an emperor able to subdue even one-half of the world. 
How did it come about that from Jerusalem to the uttermost 
regions of the world all men know about the King, Christ? 
He did not employ mighty armies to do it, but only these 
poor beggars. So many kingdoms and principalities oppose 
them with the sword, with fire, with water, with all their 
might — yet they go on. If the apostles had had nothing 
but their might to depend on, they would not have stepped 
beyond their doors. Why, they were afraid of the Jews, and 
locked the doors, and huddled in the corners. But on re- 
ceivixg these orders they go forth, not among their own people 
only, but into all kingdoms, all dominions; they go against 
all the power and might of all the world and the devil besides. - 

Where, then, do they get this confidence and power ? 
Not from any Persian king, any Roman or Turkish or Tartar ' 
emperor, but from the Lord alone, seated on the heavenly 
throne, and from His command to go and preach to all 
creatures. And their work went on and is still going on and 
will go on to the end. Indeed, He is not a common, petty 
lord, but He unto whom, as He Himself says (Matt. 28,18), 
all power is given in heaven and in earth, to whom both 
angels and men together with all creatures are subject, to 
whom God said, Ps. 2,8: “Ask of Me, and I shall give Thee 
the heathen for Thine inheritance and the uttermost parts 
of the earth for Thy possession.” And thus it also comes 
about that we know Him and believe in Him. For who else 
could have brought about this thing that everywhere in the 
world men believe in this Jew? 

These words will also serve to give us assurance. For 
when Christ said: “Go ye into all the world,” He also had’ 
us in mind. For these words include and comprise all that 
hear this preaching; they apply to every community, be it 
great or small, civilized or uncivilized. For “all the world” 
does not mean one section or two, but the whole of it and all 
of it, the universe of men. For this reason the Gospel had 
to go forward and is still going forward in such a manner 
that, never remaining at one place, it must reach ‘all places 
and be preached in all parts and corners of the world. And 
as the command to preach is universal, taking in all places 
and all men, even so the command to believe is universal ; 
it is the divine command that all should believe this Word. 

, (XI, 963—970.) 


The Supreme Task of the Hour.:- 


Time and experience have given me a different opinion 
and a better judgment in many things. This is especially the 
case in regard to the Christian day-school, whose very exist- 
ence is threatened just now. I once thought that they were 
appraised too highly, that.the benefits claimed for them were 
rather ideal than real, that there was little or no difference 
in,the religious spirit and intelligence of those brought up in - 
the Christian day-school and those educated in the public 
and Sunday-schools. I have, however, changed my mind. 
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I think differently now. It is my humble conviction that 
there is no activity, ne institution in all our synodical work 
so important, so beneficial to church, home, and state as our 
parish schools. We do not want to disparage any of the use- 
ful activities which have recognition, which have found a 
place among us, but none can compare in importance with 
the Christian day-schools. If the devil by his machinations 
is able to suppress and destroy them, he has dealt our Church 
and work a telling blow. 

My conversion is due to what I observed and experienced 
during the war. It gave me an opportunity to see the fruits 
of the Christian day-school and the religious training that 
it imparts, and to make comparisons. Many young men and 
women from our congregations came to Washington from all 
over the country, especially from the Middle and Western 
States. Most of them were the product of our parish schools. 
They had a religious training, a knowledge of the doctrines 
of God’s Word, an appreciation of our Church and its stand, 


a spiritual stamina, and a devotion to their faith which is | 


not general in our day. ‘Their spirit and their zeal was a 
revelation to our people and had a very salutary effect. The 
most efficient Sunday-school instruction is insufficient to pro- 
duce such results. ‘These young people, as a rule, made an 
, excellent impression everywhere. Their superiors, their asso- 
ciates, the people with whom they roomed, spoke highly of 
them without any solicitation from us. They had a genuine 
admiration for them. We justly felt proud of them, they 
were an honor to their Church, and helped powerfully to live 
down the miserable misrepresentations which some blindly 
and others maliciously cast upon us. The young men in 
uniform also made a good name for themselves and their 
Church. They were the only ones, with the exception of the 
Roman. Catholics, who in large numbers attended the services 
in the camps and received the Lord’s Supper. Their officers 
and comrades spoke well of them, and their conduct was of 
a high order. Our camp pastors and chaplains will corrob- 
orate this. Only two or three cases of venereal disease, one 
of the fearful consequences of immorality, came to my notice 
in my camp and hospital experience; this is a remarkable 
record, when one considers the fearful prevalence of sexual 
impurity. 

Those who are endeavoring to suppress our Christian 
day-schools are doing the country a bad service. 

During the war a secretary of the Federal Council of 
Churches wanted to know to what the remarkable growth of 
the Lutheran Church, and especially of the Synodical Con- 
ference, was due. 
you people disparage and have cast aside.” He looked at us 
in astonishment, and wanted to know what they were. We 
_answered: “Doctrine and the parochial school,” — that we 
laid great importance on a thorough indoctrination of our 
people in the truths of the Bible and in training up our youth 
in Christian day-schools. He had been a pastor in one of 
the prominent churches in Cleveland, and said that he had 
noticed our big parochial school buildings, and had often 
wondered how we were able to maintain them, and had often 
thought that they must be a big asset to our Church, and its 
work and growth. 

The efforts that are being made to suppress the parochial 
school, are mainly aimed at the Roman Catholic schools. The 


We told him, “To the very things that - 
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ascendancy of Rome is feared, and justly so. Protestantism 
with its Sunday-schools cannot cope with the Roman Church 
and its efficient day-schools; this is evident to any thinking 
person. ‘he way to meet the Roman menace, however, is not 
to organize secret societies and to combat it by all kinds of 
secret propaganda and methods and political machinations. 
Rome has never been licked in that way, but has always come 
out triumphant in the end. Luther has shown us the way 
which gets results. Rome’s errors must be attacked openly, 
its encroachments must be opposed boldly, and its schemes 
unveiled publicly; this is the American and Christian way. 
Above all, we must train our children in Christian day- 
schools. This is the only way that Rome can be successfully 
checked, and its power broken. 

Our country also needs to be saved from another great 
and fearful evil—irreligion, unrighteousness, and revolu- 
tion; these, as a rule, follow one another, as history shows; 
we are possibly on the brink even now. The Government is 
not suppressing free speech, and making wholesale deporta-. 
tions for fun; it is mortally afraid. The youth of this 
country is fast going to the dogs; they are becoming veri- 
table heathen in their views, sentiments, and life. We in the 
city see this more than those who are in the country. This 
deplorable condition is due, to a great extent, to the lack of | 

a thorough religious training such as the Christian day-school 
gives, and to the lack of proper spiritual home influences. 
For this reason the youth of our day is rather to be pitied 
than condemned. We, however, ask in dread and terror, What 
will be the spiritual and moral character of the children of 
these young people, and what the condition of our country, 
when they will rule and direct its affairs? The future looks 
dark for church, home, and state. We need the parochial 
school; it is the most potent agency to save our youth from 
going down in the spiritual and moral wreck of the masses, 
and from falling a prey to the religious indifference*or ir- 
religion of our age, or from being taken in the net of the 
many “isms” and cults which the devil is spreading in our 
day. How, then, to maintain and upbuild them is the supreme 
task of the hour. 

Much, incomparably much, is at stake. Let us gird our- 
selves prayerfully, arm ourselves thoroughly, fight wisely and 
boldly. Let us spare no cost, no effort, no sacrifice to main- 
tain and to prosper them. They are worth it. 


Washington, D. C. J. FREDERIC WENCHEL. 


1870 Concordia Publishing House. 1920 


On the 15th day of February of the present year, Con- 
cordia Publishing House rounded out fifty years of existence. 
Aside from an editorial reference in Der Lutheraner, no 
notice was taken of this jubilee in our Synod. Nor can it 
be said that the history of our publishing concern presents 
any features of outstanding interest. Ever since that first 
page — it happened to be an issue of the Schulblatt — was 
printed February 14, 1870, the compositors have been busy 
setting type, the presses have been revolving, and printed 
books and periodicals have gone out to homes in this and 
foreign lands. However, while little can be said that would 
be of general interest concerning the development of our 
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Publishing House from decade to decade, it has seemed to 


the editors of this paper that the present time was opportune 


for a description of Concordia Publishing House as 1 now ts. 
Such a description of our publication concern and its various 
departments is herewith submitted, after the writer has gone 
through the structure from top to bottom and secured certain 
facts which in our opinion are well worth recording and well 
worth publishing to our readers and to the world. For, let 
it be said, this print-shop of ours is a truly great institution, 
of which we have all reason to be proud, and which, in its 
present tremendous expansion, is a great monument to the 
loyalty of our people and to the mercies of God. Do you know 
that it is one of the greatest denominational publishing 
houses, and certainly the greatest Lutheran publishing house, 
in the world? Do you know— but you don’t know. The 
writer, who has made a beaten path to it from his doorstep 
these seven years, did not know. What he now knows about 
it he wants to tell to the readers of LUTHERAN WITNEssS. 
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Concordia Publishing House. 


We begin our visit to the great pile of buildings on 
Miami Street and Jefferson Avenue by looking about us in 
the department which first receives the manuscripts that 
finally issue in book and periodical form— the composing 
room. But we first step in and bid the time of the day to 
our friends in the copy-reading and proof-reading rooms, in 
which five copy- and proof-readers give the final touches to 
the manuscripts, and read the proofs which come from the 
composing room, to which this department is an adjunct. All 
matter that goes into books and periodicals is read five times 
in the house and twice by the editors. ‘This thoroughness is 
almost without parallel in the present state of the printing 
business, and accounts for the almost complete absence of 
printers’ errors that characterizes our output. In the com- 
posing room we note seven linotype machines, which compose 
the type from manuscript. Each is worth $5,000 and is 
manned by an expert operator. ‘There are, besides, in this 
large room and the adjoining rooms 20 job-type cabinets and 
250 cases of “body” type. More than 20 men are employed, 
and 12 to 14 tons of lead are constantly on hand to keep this 
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department in operation. Besides innumerable books, 22 peri- 
odicals are sct up in this room, and: there are 12,000 cuts on 
hand for purposes of illustration. 

We follow a “made-up form” from one of the 15 tables 
to the press-room, in the basement. Jere there is a roar of 
machinery. - Nine huge cylinder-presses and two job-presses 
are installed in this room. Besides, there are cutting-, per- 
forating-, and punching-machines. Five of the presses have 
automatic feeders, controlled by electricity. A stack of clean 
sheets three feet high is placed on a platform, the current is 
turned on, and forthwith the press begins to feed itself and 
delivers the printed sheets, no operator being required to 
watch the machine. By an appliance which the foreman of 
this department has invented, an electric bell rings as soon 
as there is something wrong with the press. To print the 
LUTHERAN WITNESS, two of these giant presses are in opera- 
tion from Friday morning to Wednesday morning. The de- 
partment has for 1920 a record of 1,400,000 impressions per 
month. ‘Two tons of printers’ ink are used every year. Ad- 
joining the press-room are the paper stock-rooms. Piles of 
new paper 8 and 10 feet high are stored here, but the 
stock is running low, said the foreman; there are now only 
12,850,000 sheets (24,747 reams) in stock, and shipments are 
eagerly awaited in order that the fall business may be taken 
care of. In the various vaults, 100,000 stereotype and electro- 
type plates are stored, each plate representing one page in a 
book. Close by is the power plant, where we note the source 
of all mechanical power in the plant, an electric generator of 
60 horse power, driven by a motor of 75 H.P. Two huge 
furnaces of the latest smoke-consuming type supply heat 
during the winter. 

From the press-room the printed sheets are delivered to 
the folding-room. Here 12 girls and 4 men are employed 
folding the sheets into the proper size, pasting, stitching, and 
sewing them. There are six folding-machines, 4 sewing- 
machines, 2 stitchers, 1 gathering-machine, 1 cutting-machine, 
1 book-roller, and 1 saw. The latest feeder and combination 
folding-machine is a marvel. It folds your Lutheraner or 
WITNESS, pastes it, trims it, and if there is a special cover, 
it puts it on, all without the use of the human hand. It has 
a sheet detector which instantly stops the entire machine as 
soon as two shects feed in instead of one. This, while run- 
ning at the rate of 3,200 sheets per hour. ‘This department 
folds from 1,200,000 to 1,300,000 sheets a month, and in 
the sewing-room a grand total of 1,200,000 a month. About 
360,000 pounds of paper, two to three car-loads, are handled 
and rehandled every month — equivalent to a stack of paper 
the size of a LuTHERAN WITNESS page and a mile and a 
half high. 

Sheets that are not immediately bound into book-form 
are taken from the presses to the third floor, where the stock- 
room for printed sheets is located. The sight of the piles and 
piles of printed shects here fairly takes one’s breath away. 
I noted one stack (German Bible sheets) 8 feet high, 6 feet 
wide and 4 feet deep, aggregating, I am informed, 2,000 
pounds in weight. When the stock of a certain book is ex- 
hausted, a required number of sheets is folded and stitched 
or sewed in the folding department, and these books, in the 
rough, are then taken to the bindery to be trimmed, bound, 
and marble-edged or gilded. Here 14 men are employed. 


AAAAY AVY ZBALAYAANLALN VV A AAVAYWW- 


On an average, 40,000 books are bound every month, some- 
times 60,000. ‘The value of the leather constantly on hand 
runs into thousands of dollars; Bibles, readers, hymnals, and 
catechisms are continually in the making, and from twelve to 
fifteen different books are at all times being bound. ‘The 
machinery is of the latest type. Some 160 packs of gold leaf 
are used every year. The waste from the gilding-room, the 
sweepings, are worth about $200 per annum. In the course 
of a year 2,000 pounds of dry paste, 3,250 pounds of flour 
paste, and 2,000 pounds of dry glue are consumed in the 
bindery. 

The bound books are stored in the stock-rooms. Here 
six men are employed, keeping records and transferring stock. 
The books are stored upon huge shelves, 12 feet high and 
4 feet deep, lining the walls and set up back to back, with 
aisles between. Hundreds of thousands of bound books are 
stored here, and the labor of compiling orders and replenish- 
ing the shelves goes on the year round. In the Christmas 
season, from Thanksgiving on, two immense tables are piled 
up continuously with stock moving to the shipping-room, 
where the orders go to the four winds of heaven. We do not 
want to overlook the great shelves, 20 feet long and extend- 
ing to the ceiling, which are filled with organ and choir music. 
From this stock, musicians can make selections and try them 
out on a piano in the display-room. 


Books go out through the shipping-room, periodicals 
through the mailing-room. In the matling-room a marvelous 
contrivance has been installed last year for the rapid printing 
of addresses on the periodicals. This system, the Pollard- 
Alling, cost ovcr $10,000, and saves in operating expenses 
many thousands a year. Expired subscriptions are picked 
out by two girls, while two others are busy stamping out the 
aluminum plates from which your address is printed on the 
outside of the Witness. (If it shows June 20, it means that 
your subscription is expired NOW.) The machine addresses 
10,000 papers in one hour. The heaviest sacks of Lutheraner 
and LuTHEeraAN WiITNEss go to Detroit, Cleveland, and 
Chicago. 

In the shtpping-room we have four men continually busy 
making up parcels of books. Here, too, the latest time-saving 
machines, the Postometer, which calculates, at the pressure 
of a finger, the exact postage of a parcel, the patent Stencil 
Marker, etc., are in use. The department consumes in one 
year (now listen, please) 4,000 pieces (3 by 4 feet) of corru- 
gated board, 4,000 corrugated paper boxes, 2,000 wire-bound 
wooden boxes, 10,000 mailing tubes, 100,000 sheets of wrap- 
ping-paper, $200 in revenue stamps, and $8,000 worth of 
precanceled stamps. The express company receives, in addi- 
tion, 2,000 packages, and the two-ton truck hauls 625,000 
pounds of books per year to the post and express offices. 


Adjoining this room is the beautiful display-room, 45 by 
60 feet in size. Here are samples of all our printed books, 
charts, maps, wall-mottoes, in large show-cases a wonderful 
line of German and English Bibles, and on one shelf the 
pride of the house, the great all-morocco-bound St. Louis 
Edition Luther, which took down the Grand Prize, blue, 
white, and red ribbon, of the St. Louis World’s Fair, for 
denominational publications and the Grand Prize for Bindery 
and Typography, a double prize, which proved that for 
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expert bookmaking our House takes second rank to none in 
the world. 


Finally the general offices. Here 20 employees keep 
books, file accounts, and carry on the correspondence of our 
House. Three sets of dictaphone machines are in constant 
use, and, in addition, 5 corresponding typewriters, 3 Elliot- 
Fisher billing-machines, and 1 invoice extending machine. 


Concordia Publishing House has a sprinkler system pro- 
tecting every square inch of the four floors and basement of 
both buildings against fire. There is a private telephone ex- 
change and a marvelous intercommunicating dictograph tele- 
phone system which connects all departments with the General 
Manager. 


Such are a few data and figures about our Concordia 
Publishing House. But beyond these details there are several 
outstanding facts which need to be touched upon. In the 
first place, as a business institution operated by the Church, 
our publishing concern must be judged by the efficiency of 
service rendered by it to the body which has called it into 
being. No one can walk through this great plant without 
being impressed with the efficiency of its management, and 
the tally-sheets at the end of the business year show that this 
efficiency is translatable into a sum aggregating more than 
one hundred thousand dollars annually. So great a concern, 
with such a delicate adjustment of all its departments, can 
only by a management which marks the very acme of business 
efficiency produce so great a revenue for the treasury of the 
Church. A result the more remarkable, since the question of 
revenue by no means is the deciding factor with our Board 
of Directors. ‘They know that, when necessary, reading- 
matter must be produced at a (financial) loss, since it is the 
first object of our House to use the printed page for the ex- 
tension of Christ’s Kingdom. 


This leads us to speak just a few words concerning the 
truly exalted purpose served by this plant. While walking 
through the great basement stock-rooms and viewing the 
mountains of white paper there, the thought came to us: How 
wonderful, — not one sheet of these twelve million around us 
but is intended to bear some message of Christian instruction, 
and comfort, and hope to the ultimate reader! And every 
revolution of the dynamo, every click and whirr of the lino- 
type, every operation of the marvelous modern machines in- 
stalled in all the various departments, every record written 
and filed, every pound of energy expended between roof and 
basement, serves but this one great end of exalting to the 
world Christ, the Redeemer of men! And this has been the 
work of our print-shop for fifty years. What rivers of bless- 
ing have issued from it to every continent! Praised be the 
mercies of God ! 


Unity of effort in the shop, unity of counsel in the man- 
agement, and, not least, unity in the body which has received 
this half century of service, are, on the human side, the ulti- 
mate factors in the great expansion of our printing establish- 
ment. Unity of faith alone will make, even on the business 
side, for success in church-work. Because our Synod is one 
in the faith, these orders for periodicals and books keep on 
pouring into the general office, and keep the great shop a 
hive of industry. Only because we are truly united in the 
faith, because we have consistently opposed all liberalism and 
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unionism, are we strong also commercially. Laxity, indiffer- 
entism, false doctrine, empties the churches and schools, and 
thus paralyzes the work, also the publishing business, of 


church. 

May God preserve us in unity of faith! May God pre- 
serve our Synod from ever issuing from its printing-presses 
any books or articles which offend against the Scriptures. 
The noblest purpose to which any human art or contrivance 
can be put is the advancement of Christ’s Kingdom. Our 
Publishing House has now rounded out fifty years of such 
service. It stands a monument to the truth of the Scripture 
which says that “all things’—all things, also cylinder-presses, 
and linotypes, and dictaphones — “must be brought in sub- 
jection to Christ.” We are grateful to our Lord for the use 
which He has deigned to make, also in our midst, of Guten- 
berg’s epochal invention, the printing-press. G. 


To the Lutheran Church. 


In beauty clad, on Zion’s holy mountain, 
Mine eyes behold thy glory, so divine; 
Pure white thy garb, cleansed at the Calv’ry fountain, 
Christ’s spotless robe of righteousness is thine — 
My Church, my precious Church! 


Yea, thou art glorious, but oh, the sorrow 

Thou hast endured, the anguish and the tears! 

Fightings to-day and griefs upon the morrow, 

The martyr-fire, the bitter strife, the fears — 
My Church, my precious Church! 


O faithful one, how Antichrist pursued thee, | 
And how his mighty hosts thy death have sought! 
Strong were thy foes, but they have not subdued thee; 
For He whose spouse thou art thy battles fought. 


No martyrdom, no stakes, no Inquisition, 

No battlefields, no tyrant’s sword sufficed 

To quench thy love, to shake thy firm position, 
To tear thee from the bosom of thy Christ. 


Yea, thou hast fled from Babylon’s pollution, 
Hast pledged thy troth to Him upon the cross; 
Thou hast endured a wilderness-seclusion, 

Hast counted earthly wealth and honor dross. 


But thy Beloved hath seen thy desolation, 

And His all-hearing ear thy wail hath heard, 

His tender voice rang out in consolation, 
“Fear not, ’m with thee, thou hast kept My Word.” 


O keep the faith! Invisible communion 

Binds thee to Him whose love hath never ‘ceased; 
But oh, the joy of everlasting union 

When Calv’ry’s Lamb prepares the bridal feast! 


Then in His Father’s house of many mansions 
Thou wilt behold the Bridegroom face to face; 
Eternal joy in heaven’s vast expansions 
Will all thy sorrow, all thy cares erase, — 

My Church, my precious Church! 


Milwaukee, Wis. ANNA Hoppe. 
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Our Synod a Missionary Body. — Our whole Synod, with 
all its congregations, pastors, teachers, schools, and periodicals, 
is the fruit of that great missionary command and promise of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ: “Go ye therefore and teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you; and, lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world.” Matt. 28, 19. 20. 
And again, all the works and activities of our Synod we carry 
on in obedience to that same missionary command and trusting 
that same missionary promise. All our congregations, pastors, 
and teachers, and officers are therefore engaged in mission-work. 
While every one of them does not actually preach to the heathen, 
yet each of them labors for the purpose that the Good Shepherd 
may find and retain His sheep. In its constitution, Synod 
mentions as the purpose of its organization that we may 
unitedly extend God’s kingdom. 

Our Synod sends missionaries to those —" who are 
spiritually neglected, living here in this country in heathen 
darkness — whites, negroes, and Indians. But we also send our 
missionaries and their assistants into those countries where the 
name of Jesus Christ is scarcely known, China and India. We 
educate and send men to those who are not able to hear, the 
deaf-mutes, in order that also to them we may preach the 
Gospel. We send men into the slums of our cities, into the 
eleemosynary and penal institutions of the government, that 
there the weak-minded, the wretched, the lost, the poor, the 
despondent, the sick may hear the joyful news about that. 
Almighty One, for whose power no ease is too desperate, for 
whose love no person is too depraved, for whose mercy no sin 
is too great. We bring to them that help which.is lasting and 
satisfactory, because it bestows not only the first pardon and 
forgiveness, but also the riches of the Father’s house, fulness of 
joy and pleasures forevermore, deliverance from all evil, the 
cure of all disease, and the happiness of heaven itself. 

The Lord Jesus Christ Himself has commanded us to do 
this work. He Himself has made us His missionaries and given 
us our missionary authority and credentials. When we go to 
the heathen, to the ignorant, to the ruined and wretched, when 
we seek that which is lost, we are not busy about other men’s 
matters, we are strictly minding our own business, the business 
to which God Himself has appointed us. As surely as Jesus 
Christ had His own work to perform when He came upon this: ' 
earth, as surely as He was sent upon a specific errand by His 
heavenly Father, just so surely are we here upon this earth 
that we may “show forth the praises of Him who hath called us 
out of darkness into His marvelous light.” 

And as we set about this work, we have the right means 
also for accomplishing what we have been sent to do. We 
have the Gospel of Jesus Christ in spoken word and in Holy 
Sacrament. In all these many years in which Christians have 
been at this work, they have always experienced the fulfilment 
of God’s promise, that their labor should not be in vain in the 
Lord. It is the very success, the growth and development of 
missions that necessitate these synodical meetings. Synod does 
not gather in order to change its work or business, or in order 
to consult about selecting new and different. means for per- 
forming this work, but in order to make provision for harvest- 
ing the ever-increasing fruits of the preaching of the old Gospel, 
and to extend our husbandry to larger arenas. The very success’ 
of our work necessitates more men, more buildings, and better 
facilities. This meeting also of our Synod is taking place 
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because we wish to obey the command of our Lord to preach 
the Gospel to every creature, and because we trust this promise 
that He will be with us even unto the end of the world. It is 
a meeting of missionary forces to provide ways and means of 
prosecuting and enlarging missionary work. Synod is doing 
the work of the Good Shepherd and of the Good Samaritan. 
Whatever is done for Synod is done for missions. 

About two thousand years ago St. Paul declared that “the 
Gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation,” and ever 
since then until now we have seen this revealed truth of God 
demonstrated in the history of the world and in the history of 
every believer and in the history of our Synod. God bless the 
mission-work of our Synod! God bless this Mission Host, our 
Synod! Ss. 

After the Convention — What? —It has been said of 
the Christian that he labors as faithfully as if he had to dic 
to-morrow, and as wisely as if he had a century in which to 
serve his Master. Just so a church will labor as faithfully as 
if the Lord were to appear to-morrow to make the great account, 
and as wisely, with as much forethought, and as wide in its 
sweep’ of vision, as if generations of men were still to be 
benefited by its activities. In this there is a perfect balance. 
Let a church consider that the Lord may come at any time 
in the near future, and it will not, for the sake of some tem- 
porary gain in numbers or influence, become unfaithful to its 
trust. And since we have the commission to labor “till He 
come,” 
nered into His barns, we shall so plan and so devise our projects 
that, though the Lord tarry long, yet will the Gospel which 
has healed our hurt of sin be preached to distant generations, 
and the great harvest go on without intermission. 

Now, we are going to plan and devise and contrive at our 
synodical meeting, establishing our finances and our institu- 
tions, our schools and missions, all with a view to greater 
efficiency and more generous harvests of souls. But whatever 
these projects and arrangements may be, they will all depend 
for their execution on one single factor: Jlen in the ministry. 

Or is it not plain that our best systems, our most carefully 
designed plans, must all fail unless we have the men to carry 
them into practise? What is the use of declaring for a mis- 
sionary policy or a financial system or any form of administra- 
tion unless we have missionaries to go out, whose salaries 
we may pay and whose work we may guide with our counsel? 
First of all, we need pastors and teachers. Nay, first of all 
we need graduates — nay, again, first of all we need boys, boys 
of thirteen, fourteen, fifteen, to enter our colleges and normal 
schools. And so when we ask, After the Convention — What? 
—our answer must be: A large number of boys for the new 
classes to be-organized this fall. What the character and extent 
of our work shall be five and ten years hence, that —so hath 
God ordered things — will depend upon the boys that we shall 
send to college this fall. 

Is there a more important task than the winning of — 
for our colleges? Manifestly, there is no more vitally important 
duty confronting us. Let the boys come and enroll! The 
money for their support will not be wanting. G. 

New Laborers in the Harvest. — The District Presidents 
of the Missouri Synod met June 10 with the faculties of our 
theological seminaries and normal schools for the: annual as- 
signment of calls. There were on hand 149 calls into the Gospel- 
ministry and 109 for parochial schools. The theological can- 
didates available were 92, a shortage of 57, and’ the normal 
schools had graduated 55, a shortage of 54. Of the young men 
graduated from the theological seminaries, 14 go to Canada, 
38 to India, one into the Negro Mission, and 5 to Brazil and 
Argentine. In addition to the 92 men available for our own 


and since to the end of the world souls must be gar- ° 
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work, one graduate of our seminaries will enter the service of 
the ‘Norwegian Synod, four will return to the Slovak, one to 
the Wisconsin, and one to the Minnesota Synod. 

While the number of our theological and normal school 
graduates is gratifyingly large, the fact that so many charges 
must remain without adequate help is deeply to be regretted. 
We have closely investigated the list of calls that were not 
filled, and find that in about 30 localities a total of 6,816 souls 
will be without the service of a regular pastor or missionary 
by reason of the shortage of candidates; in addition there 
were 20 calls which did not specify number of souls. We may 
say that about 10,000 souls who were awaiting a pastor will 
have to do without one for another year. Some 50 schools will 
be without an adequate teaching force. “The harvest truly is 
great, but the laborers are few; pray ye therefore the Lord 
of the harvest that He would send forth laborers into His 
harvest.” G. 


Books for Our Children. — Our Synod has long since 
recognized the importance of assisting our young people and 
their parents in the selection of good and suitable books. Synod 
created a Board for Juvenile Literature, and elected intelligent 
and conscientious men to serve on that Board. These brethren 
have read and investigated a large number of volumes. In 
their report to Synod they state that 1657 books have now been 
read. They did not-waste time in reading books of whose bad 
character they were convinced at sight. The books which they 
examined were publications that were recommended and seemed 
proper for virtuous and Christian young people, and yet among 
these books they found 596 which were entirely unfit for our 
young Christians. Of the remaining 1061, some are now out 
of print, or cannot be bought here in this country. Therefore 
only 659 books have been listed and may be ordered from our 
Publishing House. After all, this number is still large and offers 
a sufficient variety of selection. Every parent, teacher, or pastor 
may rely upon the judgment of this Board, and may, without 
the least hesitancy, select such volumes from these 659 books 
as are suitable for the age and adapted for the intellectual 
ability of the child to be supplied with good literature. 

The work of our Board has not been performed as an 
academic experiment, but for the purpose of supplying our 
children with reliable, wholesome, instructive, and delightful 
literature. There are many fine stories, histories, biographies, — 
travels, and nature studies in this list. And let us not forget 
that many books which make delightful reading for children 
are very entertaining and instructive also for their elders. 
We believe that from this stock we could all supply ourselves 
with fine books for our summer and vacation reading. Even 
though one is fishing, boating, swimming, or working in the 
garden, he cannot be at these physical exercises continually. 
At times there is need of physical rest and quiet, and for such 
hours a good book is an excellent companion. Become familiar 
with the list which our Board has published. The Concordia 
Publishing House will be glad to supply you with a copy of it, 
will take your orders, and fill them promptly. When you and 
your children come back from your vacation, or when summer 
days are over, you will be full of something good, if you and 
the children have read some of these books. Let us also here 
make the most of our opportunities. These books are not dry 
or cheerless. They are interesting, delightful, entertaining, 
and refreshing, and leave a good taste in the mouth. You 
will not only gain pleasure and profit yourself, but you will 
be enabled to advise a friend, a neighbor, or a relative to read 
the same book from which you have gained so much. Ss. 

The Minister’s Wife and Children.— Ever and again 
some one calls attention to the remarkably large percentage 
of minister’s sons who attain to distinction. According to the 
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Literary Digest, Roger Babson, the statistician, “recently made 
an exhaustive study of the multimillionaire heads of the one 
hundred leading industries in America, and found that five 
per cent. of them were the sons of bankers; ten per cent., the 
sons of merchants and manufacturers; twenty-five per cent., 
the sons of teachers, physicians, and country lawyers, but over 
thirty per cent., the sons of preachers.” The same publication 
quotes also from an article in the Christian Advocate, by Rollin 
Lynde Hartt, the answer to the question, Why is it that so 
many great men have been reared in a parson’s home? Because, 


“instead of being a handicap to contend against, it is a positive 


advantage to be the son of a clergyman — an advantage morally 
and an advantage intellectually.’ The same writer writes as 
follows concerning the pastor’s wife and the pastor’s home: — 

“T note, moreover, that clergymen’s sons are especially for- 
tunate in their choice of mothers. The minister’s wife is not 
frivolous. She is not worldly. She is not selfish. She is not 
shallow-witted. She is, on the whole, the type of woman most 
admirably fitted to maintain the inspiring home atmosphere in 
which a boy can grow up into serious manhood. The standards 
she sets before him are as American as they are Christian. 
She has no ‘social ambitions.’ She never measures people by 
their incomes. She is not desirous to be rich. The rewards 
she covets are the rewards of service, and chief among them is 
the opportunity for more service. Aided by her husband’s ex- 
ample, she makes a boy see that success, instead of being the 
mere piling up of dollars, is a vastly more splendid thing — the 
binding of people to him in bonds of affection, forged by kind- 
ness; the winning of position, not for its own sake, but for the 
great public usefulness it implies. : 

‘Besides, life in the parsonage overflows with interest. All 
the human, impressive things that are going on in the parish 
come to his knowledge. All the world’s news is discussed at 
the table. The best books find their way into the parsonage 
library, and are the boy’s for the asking. As a rule, he has 
a college graduate for a father, if not a college graduate for 
a mother, and it is understood all along that some day he him- 
self will go to college, and to college he goes eventually — under 
somewhat difficult circumstances very often, but circumstances 
that work to his advantage. They teach him economy. They 
enforce the self-restraints on which economy depends. They 
preclude dissipation. They throw him in with boys from middle- 
class families, and prevent his becoming a nabob. No matter 
how prosperous he may get to be in later life, his standards 
tend to remain middle-class standards — the standards, that is, 
of the happiest class in America, and the best.” 

All this again corroborates and demonstrates the truth 
of God’s Holy Word: “Godliness is profitable unto all things, 


having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is 


to come.” S. 


“We Did Not Oppose It.”— Tho Lutheran, organ of the 
United Lutheran (Merger) Church, in an editorial article on 
the Interchurch World Movement sums up the position of the 
Merger Synod thus: “We did not go into the Interchurch 
Movement. We did not oppose it.” 

The words are plain enough. Moreover, the words are 
true. The United Lutheran Church did not oppose this 
Behemoth that was about to devastate the Church by engulfing 
all Protestant denominations in a final apostasy. Its official 
organ did not protest against that perversion of the Church’s 
aim and work which caused faithful Baptist and Presbyterian 
ministers to call down the lightnings of God upon the leaders 
of Interchurch, to strike them dumb. The Presbyterian in its 
last issue likens the complete failure of Interchurch to the 
judgment of God upon impious Uzzah, struck down when he 
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wanted to support the Ark of God with unhallowed hands. But 
the Merger Church “did not oppose it.” “Because of the press- 
ing demands of the colleges of the Church and need of European 
Lutherans,” said the Lutheran April 15, Lutherans “were not 
in @ position to enter into the Interchurch World Movement.” 

There were other reasons. In the Merger Synod there 
were men, prominent laymen and ministers, who openly sup- 
ported the movement. About one hundred of their ministers 
in Pennsylvania by resolution endorsed it. A minister of the 
United Lutheran Church in Fargo, S. Dak., is chairman of the 
State Advisory Committee; another over his signature recom- 
mends the Interchurch magazine; another in Harrisburg 
opened his church to an Interchurch mass meeting; another, 
very prominent in Interchurch, warned the Lutheran ministers 
attending the state-rally at Des Moines, Iowa, that “it will be 
very difficult for them if they stay out.” On account of this 
disunion in their own midst, it did not appear prudent for the 
officers of the Merger to come out against Interchurch. Swedish, 
Danish, and Norwegian papers, Ohio and Iowa Synod papers 
came out against Interchurch, but the Merger “did not op- 
pose it.” It is a divided house. But while the Reformed 
Churches, too, were each a divided house, the editors of their 
conservative organs did not try to be diplomatic while the 
honor of Christ and of His Church was at stake; they spoke 
out fearlessly. At a time when Protestantism stood so griev- 
ously in need of open testimony against this spume from the 


’ abyss, a great portion of the American Lutheran Church “did 


not oppose it.” It was neutral at a time when neutrality was 
betrayal. It is a good thing that the Council’s grand old men 
of another age—a Charles P. Krauth, a Wm. Julius Mann, 
a Beale M. Schmucker, a Krotel, and a Spaeth—could not 
foresee this abasement of the church-body which they labored 
to guide into more soundly Lutheran ways. G. 


Christian Science Contradicting Itself.— Some one has 
sent us an article which is headed: “Written for the Christian 
Science Monitor.” In this article the writer condemns the 
medical profession in the following words: — 

“A very nearly continuous human occupation is that of 
giving operation to so-called laws, based on what is apparently 
perceived through the physical senses. An example of this is 
the medical profession, in general, which goes through its daily 
round in an atmosphere of constant centering of attention on 
the human body, as a result of which mortally absorbing inquiry 
it brings forth verdicts of sickness and trouble almost always 
woefully disastrous to the race of men.” 

Now, if, as Mrs. Mary Baker-Eddy teaches, there is no real 
evil, how can Christian Science writers nevertheless declare that 
the verdicts of the medical profession “are almost always woe- 
fully disastrous to the race of men”? — If it is true that there is 


~ no evil, then man needs absolutely nothing. He has everything, 


and we do not need the teaching of Mrs. Mary Baker-Eddy 
either. If all is good, what is she opposing, what is she trying 
to improve upon? — Christian Science contradicts itself. Its 
growth, like the growth of other deceptions, shows how powerful 
is the influence of the Prince of Darkness over the minds of 
men. They who forsake God and His Word, besides losing 
their souls, their salvation, and their Savior, lose also the com- 
mon powers of reasoning which are still imperfectly present 
in man after his sad fall into sin. 

Every Christian Science temple and every convert to Chris- 
tian Science should cause us to stand aghast at the power of 
evil, and move us to pray God to preserve us in the true faith. 
Verily, these are strong delusions which cause men to deny even 
that which all can see with their own eyes. Verily, these are 
strong delusions which cause men to assert and to contradict 


‘ 
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the same statement in the same breath. How deep, how very 
deep, has man fallen! The Word of God alone can save us 
from such dark unreason and superstitions. S. 


Our Public Schools. — Mr. Frank E. Spaulding, who 
recently returned to this country after studying educational 
conditions among the American soldiers in Europe, and who 
has served as superintendent of schools at Cleveland, Ohio, and 
is said to be called to assume the direction of school adminis- 
tration at Yale University, writes as follows concerning Ameri- 
ean Public School Education and Educators: — 

“Partly because of the short school-year, partly because only 
partial advantage is taken even of this short year, the amount 
of schooling that we Americans are getting is startingly little. 
As a nation, we are barely sixth-graders! 

“A nation of sixth-graders, we are taught by tenth-grade 
or eleventh-grade teachers. No adequate data are available from 
which to calculate accurately the average schooling of all the 
public-school teachers of America. Such figures and facts, how- 
ever, as are at hand warrant the conclusion that it can be but 
little if any beyond the eleventh grade, or third year of the 
high school, including in this average all the time devoted to 
so-called professional training. 

“According to the well-considered estimate of Dr. Evenden, 
in his recent study of teachers’ salaries and salary schedules, 
‘about 4,000,000 children are taught by teachers less than twenty- 
one years of age, with little or no high-school training, with 
no professional preparation for their work, and who are, in a 
great majority of cases, products of the same schools in which 
they teach.’ 

“The education of country schoolteachers generally is 
several years less than that of city teachers; even so, allowing 
for one or two possible exceptions, it is extremely doubtful 
whether the average education of the whole group of elementary 
teachers in any of our large cities exceeds that of a four-year 
high-school course, including in the average all professional 
education as equivalent, year for year, to high-school education. 

“Tt is but the conservative expression of an undeniable 
fact when we say that, on the average, in American elementary 
schools, the comparatively uneducated are set to teach the 
slightly less educated and the ignorant. Furthermore, this 
statement is no just cause of offense to elementary teachers, 
either as a class or as individuals. 

“Ylow much education has America the right to expect 
any one to bring to his task at $630 per year, the average salary 
of all public-school teachers in the United States, both elemen- 
tary and high, according to the last figures available?” 

We seo from this public statement by a man who knows 
whereof he is speaking that our parochial schools, although 
they also have suffered much because of primitive conditions 
and the greed of man, can nevertheless bear comparison with 
the public school. In fact, in many country districts our 
parochial schools surpass the public schools of the neighbor- 
hood even in secular branches, and in some of our larger cities 
the superiority of the average product of the parochial school 
over that of the public school has frequently been recognized 
by. high-school teachers. We must admit that in some cases 
the parochial school was allowed to degenerate and then became 
despised, but the cure for such conditions is not the death of 
the institution, but instruction, revival of interest, and in- 
creased care, nursing, and attention, with a view to an entire 
cure and the reestablishment of the school. S. 


Ignorance Opposed to Orthodoxy.— When the secular 
editor begins to discourse on the duties of the Church, he some- 
times comes nearer the aniston conception than some spokes- 
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of “up-to-date” churchmen by slamming creeds, dogmas, and 
orthodoxy. <A case in point is the Joliet Herald-News in an 
editorial of March 19. Although the editor might not be able 
to recognize a Christian dogma if he met it on the street, he 
has these brief words in defense of devoting church-buildings 
to gymnasium work and lectures instead of preaching: “Reach- 
ing heaven through the gymnasium may shock the orthodox 
soul whose religion has consisted in the weekly rendering of 
the doxology and the daily indifference to all that smacked of 


the spiritual.” 


Undoubtedly there are “orthodox” people whose religion is 


only a cloak, but to identify the mass of those who hold fast 


to Christian doctrine (the orthodox) with the hypocrite is an 
odius reflection upon the Church of Christ. But ridicule of 
an earnest, consistent Christianity is quite the fashion, and 
the Joliet editor’s slur, without doubt, was well received. In 
order to make his meaning clear, he commends the “infusion 
of the spirit of Christianity into play and into work” and says: 
“The gymnasium, the community center, the club-room, the 
library, the reading-rooms, the social hall, are as surely the 
keys of heaven as are the Bible, the hyssop, and the hymn-book.” 
Wherever the editor may have gotten that word “hyssop,” it 
gives his sentence an appearance of being written by one well 
informed, though “it don’t mean anything.” 

The Joliet editor’s interest in the Church surely entitles 
him to be listed in class B of the Interchurch new $10,000,000 
drive as a “free citizen, unattached to the church, but a true 
Christian at heart,” — good for fifty dollars. G. 

The World—Sick and Full of Putrefying Sores. — 
Yes, human society is full of wounds and bruises and horrible 
ulcers. What do we see all about us? Wild speculation and 
heartless profiteering. And this money-madness of some is 
equaled by the pleasure-madness of others. The world itself 
wishes to take measures to stop it. All about us the people are 
living according. to the slogan: “Let us eat, drink, and be 
merry.” And, of course, joined to this wild round of pleasure, 
there is the most senseless extravagance. The general corrup- 
tion has long since invaded the home; scandal follows divorce 
and divorce follows scandal. Aye, the disease has taken hold 
of the Church itself. Preachers are standing in Christian. 
pulpits, not to preach the Gospel, but to oppose it, not to 
proclaim the Word of God, but to corrupt it. It really is not 
at all surprising that out of these corrupted churches there 
is an exodus of whole congregations to form such heathen cults 
as Christian Science and Spiritism. And the few that are 
Ieft behind are tyrannized by Unitarian agitators, fanatical 
unionists, and misguided Interchurch workers. It is a dark 
picture. Many have become bewildered, and many are utterly 
pessimistic. Others from sheer desperation believe that the 
best course is to plunge right into one of the currents, and 
themselves become profiteers, speculators, pleasure-seekers, and 
originators of new movements; in other words, to howl with 
the wolves, and at Rome to do as Romans do. 

What can we do? Who can stem this tide? Where is 
there an antidote for all this corruption and for all these fatal 
maladies? We Christians are to stem the tide. We have the 
antidote. We are few and weak, it is true, but that Mighty 
One who has ascended on high and has a name that is above 
every name, He is with us, He has all power in heaven and 
earth. Omnipotence itself is backing us. 

These evils which we see in the world are very alarming, 
it is true, but we Christians ought to know that they are all 
simply the symptoms of one and the same disease which is 
raging all over this world. That disease is ungodliness, un- 
belief. The divorces, the profiteering, the reckless selfishness, 
the wild speculation, the extravagance, the carelessness, the 
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pleasure-seeking, the confusion are one and all merely symp- 
toms. Unbelief, that is the disease. 

We should not become confused because we hear one sinner 
condemning the other. The profiteer, who is pocketing thou- 
sands every day, though the nation starve, is condemning the 
laborer for wanting ten dollars or twenty dollars a day, and 
the laborer is condemning the capitalist, although he would be 
only too glad to be a capitalist himself; and if he were, he 
would be as bad, if not worse, than those who are now in power. 
The one is as sick as the other, and they are both suffering 
from the same disease. They are simply two drunkards fight- 
‘ing for the same bottle. The cure is not to have the two fighters 
exchange positions, nor is it a cure to help cither of them so 
that the fight may be a fair one. The cure is to take from 
both of them the thirst which is egging them on. That can 
be done alone by the preaching of God’s Word, the Law and 
the Gospel. The only successful doctors for this world are the 
Christians with their faithful pastors who preach repentance 
from sin and faith in Jesus Christ. There are many temporary 
palliatives, which may cause some one symptom to abate, but 
there is only one genuine remedy for the world’s raging fever, 
the Gospel of Christ, which is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth. Rom. 1, 16. ; S. 


Our New Department, “Outlook and Review,” inaugu- 
rated in the first issue of this volume, is a combination of the 
departments formerly headed “Current Events,” “Church 
News,” and “Mail Bag.” In addition, brief articles bearing 
on the work of the Church, its missionary and educational 
outlook, or reviewing the tendencies and movements of the day, 
appear under this head. We are pleased to note that the 
readers have from the beginning taken very kindly to this 
new section. Quite a number of authors who wield a powerful 


pen have, through it, been introduced to our readers. In the 


last issue and the present one we are supplying “write-ups” 
of great Reformed conventions made by correspondents right 
on the spot. To say that these articles are entertaining and 
instructive is not saying too much. It is a great thing to 
belong to a Synod of national extent, permitting us to call 
on men North, East,.South, and West to give us the Lutheran 
view-point of things going on right in their midst. Whatever 
happens anywhere, we seem to have capable men on the spot 
to write it up. This correspondence feature will be continued 
in future issues. Tue Epirors. 


Convention Number. — Our entire next issue will be de- 
voted to the Convention at Detroit, June 16—26. 
THE EpiTors. 








Outlook and Review. 


Correspondence. 





OKLAHOMA CONFERENCE. 


Oklahoma pastors and teachers, assembled in annual Con- 
ference from May 25 to 31, will not so easily forget the hos- 
pitality of St. John’s Lutheran Church near Blackwell, Okla. 
The good people of St. John’s and their pastor, the Rev. K. 
Karstensen, had done everything possible to make the days of 
conference enjoyable for all who were fortunate enough to be 
present. The noon lunch was served by the ladies of the Church, 
and thus the brethren were given the opportunity to be together 
from early morning until evening. 

The morning sessions were chiefly devoted to the discussion 
of doctrinal papers. The Rev. Frentzel read an instructive 
paper on the first three petitions of the Lord’s Prayer, and the 
Rey. H. Mueller began his interesting exegetical treatise of Dan. 


11, 36—45. Teacher Schroeder had prepared and presented an 
instructive essay on “Faithfulness in the Office of a Christian 
Teacher.” | 

In the afternoon sessions, Conference discussed important 
matters of general and special interest. All missionaries present 
were requested to make a brief report. Pastor P. Stolp, Director 
of Missions of the Kansas District, was with us. The Lord has 
signally blessed our Oklahoma mission-work in the past, and new 
opportunities to spread His Kingdom are not lacking. Three 
congregations, for many years supported by Synod, have become 
self-sustaining since January 1: Broken Arrow, Enid, King- 
fisher. In the eastern part of the State, the old Indian Territory, 
a candidate is to be called for a new and promising field, Chelsea, 
Okla., and vicinity. The magic city of the Southwest, Tulsa, 
the Rev. Luerssen, pastor, has shown some progress, and our 
inissionary efforts in that great oil city have not been altogether 
in vain. But the handful of faithful Missouri Lutherans in 
Tulsa are sorely in need of a chapel, if the work of the Lord is 
to prosper. The appeals made by the chairman of the Mission 
Board and other brethren for funds to erect a house of worship 
in Tulsa will, we are sure, meet with a ready response. 

Twenty-five years ago the Rev. Ph. Roesel of Lahoma was 
ordained into the holy ministry. Conference had a pleasant sur- 
prise in store for him by celebrating his jubilee in a fitting and 
God-pleasing manner. As speaker for the occasion Conference 
appointed the Rev. Machr, who based his remarks on Ps. 92, 2. 
In addition to this celebration, which took place on Sunday 
afternoon, 2 number of missionaries addressed the congregation 
and related their experiences: Pastors Frese, Luerssen, Brede- 
hoeft, and Heerboth. 

Conference accepted the invitation of Pastor Hauer to meet 
again as a state conference in Perry, October 8—11, 1920. 

May the Lord, our God, continue to bless our Lutheran Zion 
in Oklahoma! 


Muskogee, Okla. ARTHUR KUERHNERT. 


WORK IN THE ARGENTINE. 


Argentina, South America, is a Catholic country. ‘The 
Catholic Church is the State Church, but other ereeds are tol- 
erated, as the official decree reads. The people of this.country 
do not by any means all agree with the Catholic faith; in fact, 
there are thousands who would rather have the power of the 
Pope broken. Most of them, however, when approached on the 
matter, are not able to give the answer expected, and that out 
of ignorance. When asked why he preferred the Protestant 
pastors to the Catholics, one official of the Government told me: 
“Because they at least can wear a man’s clothing, and are per- 
mitted to get married.” You must remember that the priests 
and the monks here all wear the cowl, as they did in the Middle 
Ages. It is an open secret that the clergy of the Roman Church 
here and in Spain are about of the worst type. 

We have the earnest desire to begin work among these poor 
people also, as our brethren in Brazil have done. If we obtain 
as many candidates as we have asked for, we may be ready for 
the work at the end of this year. But as it is, our men are all 
even now overburdened, having from four to nine congregations 
to take care of, and these by no means small ones, as you will 
see if you remember that we have two which cover about 600 
square miles each. The men who have these large congregations 
have three and four congregations besides. Will you, dear Chris- 
tian, not do your duty, and pray the Lord of the harvest that 
He may send forth laborers into His harvest? And then also 
help with the means God has given you that this may be done. 
As it is, we have not enough men for the present work, and the 
field is always enlarging. We are receiving more and more 
calls; the German people are dissatisfied with the practise and 
the preaching of the pastors from tho Prussian State Church 
who formerly had the sole care of this field. We get more and 
more calls for help from these German Russian congregations. 
And then we have the immense task before us of preaching also 
to the poor natives of this country, who have never heard of 
the saving grace in Jesus Christ. 

The conditions here among the German people are some- 
what similar to the conditions in the United States about 
seventy years ago. They are far from being Lutheran, although 
they nearly all claim to be Lutherans. The reason for this is 
that the State Church in their country does not care for the 
Lutheran doctrine any longer. Most of our congregations are 
among the German Ryssian colonies, where the same conditions 
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prevail. Although these people care for the Word of God, they 
have never learned it in its truth and purity. But through ac- 
quaintance with our missionaries and their work, the people 
have come to sce that there is a difference, and that the differ- 
ence is such that it is preferable to come to the Lutheran 
Chureh. Asked why she preferred our Church to the Evan- 
gelical Prussian State Church here, an aged lady told the pas- 
tor: “There is something in the sermon that attracts me.” She 
was not able to give the reason, but she knew that there was 
a reason for her preference. Such are the people among whom 
we work. And with God’s help there are a goodly number, too, 
who really know and see the difference as it is according to the 
Word of God. Yes, and if we should win but one soul through 
the combined efforts of the missionaries here, God would have 
blessed the work beyond understanding. There are thousands of 
people who love to hear a truly Lutheran sermon, that is, a 
Scriptural sermon. The only trouble is that wo are not in 
f position to give these people our services as often as they 
should have them. Some of the congregations mect for public 
worship probably once in three months. The reason? We have 
not enough missionaries! And this is also a great factor in the 
slow observable growth in the spiritual life of so many. To 
make a good Lutheran congregation of a congregation that 
comes to the missionary from the corrupt “United Church,” the 
Word of God in its truth and purity must be preached to them 
regularly and abundantly. 

Just lately we again received a number of new congrega- 
tions. They asked us to preach to them the pure Lutheran doc- 
trine. There are some in the far provinces of San Luis and 
Cordoba, where we have no man as yet, and to serve them means 
a great sacrifice for our missionary, as he has to travel about 
thirty hours by train before he reaches the nearest one. Then 
there is a congregation of some 15 families in Misiones, all 
colonists, who have asked for our services. So far they have 
been served only once by Rev. Raschke of Brazil. But it is too 
much out of the way for him, and consequently we are forced 
to take care of the people from here. What, however, if the 
necessary men are lacking? Rev. Schutt has three new congre- 
gations, and he already had so many that he had his hands full, 
indeed, could not minister to them as he should have done. 
Think of it, we have but 8 missionaries for this large country ! 
May God soon send us the much-needed laborers in His vine- 
yard here! You will undoubtedly see that the field is white 
already to harvest; only the harvesters are missing. 

Soon I hope to be able to give you a survey of the work 
' being done here. You will understand that under such con- 
ditions the missionaries have many hardships to endure. And 
of these I shall try to give you a brief description. May God 
in His grace keep His missionaries firm that notwithstanding 
these hardships they will labor only for the glory of His name! 


Buenos Aires, Argentine. A. IXraMER. 


OUR OPPORTUNITY IN CHINA. 


IV 


It may be suggested that our Church would not establish 
a new record by sending a large number of missionaries to China 
in one year. In 1917 the Salvation Army began mission-work 
in China with a foreign force of forty workers. The original 
plans were to send a hundred “officers,” but the World War 
caused this number to be reduced to forty. ae 

Let it further be understood that this request for China is 
not impossible of fulfilment. As many as thirty pastors would 
be only a trifle over one per cent. of our ministry. The Missouri 
Synod consists of some twenty syuodical districts; so thirty 
pastors chosen for service in China would not average two China 
missionaries for every synodical district; and remember that 
the majority of our synodical districts in the United States have 
more than a hundred ministers. 

The Church of the Brethren has only about four hundred 
communicant members in the home land. Nevertheless this 
body maintains missions in Africa and in China. Their foreign 
force in China consists of six ordained men and three women 
workers. In ‘a number of the larger American cities‘ our Lu- 
theran constituency is larger than the total home constituency 
of the Brethren. In face of a fact like this, would it be over- 
stating the case to say that our Lutherans alone in centers like 
New York, Buffalo, Cleveland, Fort Wayne, Detroit, Chicago, 
Milwaukee, The Twin Cities, and St. Louis could maintain a 
foreign mission of thirty or forty workers? And it is not a dif- 
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ficult matter to find groups of country congregations that are 
able to duplicate what the above-named cities could do. But if 
it is possible for individual communities to do so much, who will 
dare to say that it is impossible for the whole Missouri Synod to 
send thirty missionaries to China at one time? 

Why should we declare it impossible to send thirty mission- 
arics to China if the Methodist Church, North, ean maintain in 
China a mission of two hundred and fifty workers besides having 
missions in more than a score of other countries? 

If the missions of the Northern Presbyterians in North, 
Central, and South America, the West Indies, Ixorea, French 
Indo-China, Siam, India, Persia, Turkey, and Africa do not 
miake it impossible for this church-body to place in China a 
foreign staff of three hundred workers (wives of missionaries 
not counted), how can we dare to say that it is out of the 
question for us to consider sending thirty missionaries to China 
at one time? 

And let no one say that we should not extend our mission- 
work in China as much as possible. It may be true that mission- 
work could be found in the homeland for all the missionaries 
who now are, or in future will be, in the foreign field; but it 
is also quite probable that St. Paul and the other foreign mis- 
sionaries of the carly Christian Church could easily have found 
highly reasonable excuses for confining their activity to those 
parts of Asia Minor not too distant from Jerusalem. Had they 
interpreted Christ’s missionary command to mean, “Do not 
entertain the idea of preaching the Gospel to the heathen in 
distant lands until it is impossible for you to find more work in 
the homeland,” then Europe and America to-day would probably 
have as few Christians as China has. The fact that there still 
is much room for expansion in America should in itself be no 
argument against increasing our efforts in a foreign field. 
Christ’s command is plain, unmistakable: “Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the Gospel to every creature.” 


Furthermore, we have been richly blessed. God therefore 
will also require much of us; “for unto whomsoever much is 
given, of him shall be much required.” (Luke 12,48.) If aman - 
entrusted with the manipulation of a search-light should refuse 
or neglect to do his duty, and thus cause the death of some of 
his fellow-men, what punishment, in your opinion, would he 
deserve? God in His grace and mercy has entrusted us with 
the soul-saving search-light of His Truth, the only light that 
can guide the lost sinner to the Way of Life. If we refuse or 
neglect to let this blessed light shine forth in all its brilliancy, 
and through such unfaithfulness become guilty of the eternal 
death of our fellow-men, what manner of dire punishment do 
you suppose God will hold in reserve for the delinquents? Let 
us, therefore, never forget that we have a great responsibility 
also over against a heathen people like the Chinese. 

May it be urged that no one will lightly ignore the fore- 
going plea for more missionaries for our mission in China. 
Nothing impossible or unreasonable is asked for. Nor is the 
plea made for the sake of vainglory in great deeds. It is a plea 
that rises out of the indescribable need of an immense nation 
under the yoke of heathenism, a nation embracing approximately 
one-fourth of the human race. And, finally, the plea is directed 
to the hearts, and recommended to the prayers, of those who 
believe that they are the “royal priesthood” to whom Christ gave 
the command: “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost.” _ Tue Curva Missionaries’ CONFERENCE. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN CONVENTION. 


The Presbyterian General Assembly met in Philadelphia 
from the 20th to the 28th of May, electing Rev. Samuel Palmer, 
an Ohio man, for its new Moderator. The opening address of 
the retiring Moderator, Mr. John Hillis Bacr of California, 
reminds one of the average annual message of the President of 
the United States, if the references to Christian duties were 
eliminated from it. It touches upon many dangerous conditions 
rampant in the political and social life of our land, ranging all 
the way from Bolshevism to profiteering. When reading the 
address, one imagines that this great body of men had gathered 
to deliberate on the weal and woe of the State rather than on 
the welfare of the Church. It is what we are accustomed to 
find in Reformed circles, viz., a hopeless mixing of State and 
Church, a jumble of civic and Christian duties. While the 
address also treats of Christian obligations, there is a complete 
silence concerning doctrine. In fact, one passage gives utter- 
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ance to the Moderator’s conviction: “That a United Prot- 
estantism would more clearly express the real principles of the 
religion of Christ.” Other statements of a similar nature, 
e.g.: “That Presbyterians are ready to subordinate their sec- 
tarian pride” (tz. ¢., ignore doctrine) “and denominational ma- 
chinery, whenever necessary to the greater claims of a united 
Church of Christ,” and the enthusiastie reception of this ad- 
dress by the Assembly, are proof that the Moderator as well as 
the Assembly are inoculated with the virus of indifferentism 
and unionism. 

This attitude of the Assembly soon manifested itself in an 
almost unanimous adoption of a plan of union for eighteen 
Protestant churches in the United States, “to be known as the 
United Churches of Christ in America.” The confession of 
faith exacted is sufficiently broad and vague indeed to enable 
sects of many hues and stripes to enter into this large fold, 
viz.: “the belief in God, our Father; in Jesus Christ, His only 
Son, our Savior; in the Holy Spirit, our Guide and Comforter; 
in the Holy Catholic Church, through which God’s eternal 
purpose of salvation is to be proclaimed and the kingdom of 
God is to be realized on earth; in the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments as containing God’s revealed will, and in 
the life eternal.” One could write books on what else the 
confession should contain, e. g., clear statements concerning the 
divinity of Christ, the redemption, the Gospel, justification, the 
sacraments, etc., but on which the confession maintains a com- 
plete and sinister silence. The fecble opposition voiced by 
Rev. W. McKibben, president of Lane Seminary, was hushed in 
an almost unanimous roar of assent to this plan of union. 

While the consummation of the above plan of union de- 
pends on future developments, the union with the Welsh Cal- 
vinistic Methodists was officially consummated, transferring 
15,000 communicants to the Presbyterian Church. 

But in spite of the unionistic spirit running amuck in the 
Assembly, the Interchurch World Movement, or. to use a more 
adequate expression, the World-into-the-Church-Movement, was 
destined to ride to a fall. This not so much on account of the 
vicious antichristian principles involved in the Interchurch as 
rather on account of its bad leadership, its colossal and im- 
possible financiering, its tendency to separate itself from the 
church boards and agencies, and its offensive publicity, some of 
which was branded as false, and much of it as self-Inudatory. 
In spite of all efforts on the part of the friends of the Inter- 
church World Movement to stave off the resolution of with- 
drawal, in spite of their plea that the withdrawal of Presby- 
terian support would sound the death-knell of the movement and 
wreck the greatest plan ever conceived by Protestant churches, 
the resolution was passed, “that the Presbyterian Church term- 
inate its relationship with the Interchurch World Movement, 
decline to incur any further financial obligation for the Inter- 
church World Movement as now organized and controlled, and 
withdraw its representation.” The Assembly then authorized 
the executive commission to take immediate steps to provide for 
the payment by the Presbyterian Church of the amount of 
$1,000,000 already pledged by its New Era Committee. In order 
to soften the harshness of the withdrawal, the Assembly voted 
to contribute to the Interchurch World Movement, “when prop- 
erly organized,” the sum of $100,000 in quarterly instalments 
during the year 1920—21. But this sum is not to be paid until 
the Interchurch World Movement “has been organized so as to 
insure an efficient and economical administration of its affairs,” 
and not until it adopts a budget for 1920—21 of $1,000,000, or 
Jess, exclusive of interest charges. By this resolution the As- 
sembly surely swings the big stick over the Interchurch, or gives 
it a promise with a string attached to it. 

One thing worthy of note is the calling of a sharp halt by 
the Assembly on the wild orgy of spending money in its midst, 
reducing the last annual budget of $996,000 of its own New 
Era Committee to $400,000 for the present ecclesiastical year. 

The report of the Commission on Education was most 
gratifying, the members therein deploring the lack of Christian 
education and recommending the establishing of Christian week- 
day schools. O ye Lutherans! should this report and its unan- 
imous adoption by the Assembly not tend to encourage you 
to fight for, and keep, your parochial schools in spite of all 
opposition by narrow-minded and ignorant agencies and legis- 
latures? The Presbyterians are anxious to establish Christian 
schools which some of us have criticized and carelessly abolished 
in the past. 


Philadelphia, Pa. E. Torzke. 


THE METHODIST GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


The Methodist General Conference met in Des Moines, 
Towa, from May 1 to 27. This was the twenty-eighth delegated 
General Conference since 1812. It had a membership of 837, 
41 lay delegates were women, 77 negroes, and 40 represented 
non-English speaking conferences. Among these were delegates 
from all the mission-fields of the Methodists, from India, China, 
Japan, Chile, Denmark, Argentina, Finland, Italy, Korea, 
Liberia, Malaysia, Mexico, Sweden, and Switzerland. Due to 
war conditions the delegates from Germany could not be present. 
The Conference was presided over by the various bishops. The 
proceedings of the Conference were taken stenographically and 
were published daily in the form of a newspaper. There were 
sixteen standing committees which met in the various down- 
town churches, St. John’s Lutheran (Merger), for instance. The 
afternoons were devoted largely to committee meetings and 
special programs consisting of lectures by foreign and home 
missionaries, music and singing, and moving pictures showing 
Methodism in action. Comparative figures of donations were 
thrown on the sereen, and all were informed of their duties as 
laymen and preachers. A world-wide Chautauqua, I would 
eall it. Free literature and tracts were distributed, giving in- 
formation on ministerial salaries, tithing, education, deaconess 
work, prohibition, tobacco poison, missions, American Bible 
Society, etc. Quarter page ads appeared in the local newspapers 
announcing special lectures by prominent men and bishops. 
Publicity was a by-word. Men preached in theaters during 


" noon-hours, on street-corners in the evening; placards were dis- 


played in show-windows and street cars; frock coats were be- 
held everywhere. ; 

The business transactions of the Conference were many and 
varied. Religious, social, economical, and political issues re- 
ecived attention. The various Christian Advocates were con- 
tinued, and there were no consolidations. Seventeen bishops 
were chosen. Jor the first time in the history of Methodism 
two colored men were elected bishops. Much attention was 
given to the financial reports showing the condition of every 
enterprise carried on by the church.— No doctrinal papers or 
essays were read. 

Much attention was given to political issues. President 
Wilson was criticized more frequently. than he was praised. 
Resolutions were passed endorsing the League of Nations with 
reservations; approving of the veto of Gov. Coolidge of the bill 
providing for 2.75% beer in Massachusetts; recognizing the 
Industrial Court of Kansas as “the best expression thus far 
enacted into law of a just means of adjusting the relations of 
employer and employed with due regard to the rights of the 
public.” The Conference went on record as being in sympathy 
with the legitimate demands of organized labor. This sentiment 
was voiced in its message of sympathy to Mr. Samuel Gompers 
at the death of his wife. Special committees will be sent to the 
political conventions, urging them to support the eighteenth 
amendment to the Constitution of the United States. The first 
session was marked by a resolution urging both the major polit- 
ical parties to recognize prohibition as a settled issue. The 
Conference favored the Mandate for Armenia and opposed the 
so-called Irish Republic. ; 

The discipline was not changed in regard to amusements. 
The same ban rests upon dancing and theater-going as formerly. 
Hereafter women are admitted as “local preachers,” but as yet 
they are not to be ordained. “The expediency of granting to 
women ordination and admission to the annual conference” was 
referred to a commission which is to make a report in 1924. 
The unification of the Methodist Episcopal Church and the 
Methodist Episcopal Church South did not take place, but it was 
very near. A special session of the two bodies is to take place 
at a future date in order to complete the plans. The Interchurch 
World Movement was endorsed. 


And think of it—the Methodists are planning to establish - 


“week-day religious schools”! I shall quote the relevant para- 
graphs of the committee report as adopted by the Conference; 
they read: — 

“We have three and a half millions of children and youth in 
the Sunday-schools of the Methodist Episcopal Church. This 
is the largest body of young life under the direction of any 
Protestant organization in America. If rightly trained in the 
Christian life, this great body of youth may become the saviors 
of the world. y 

“The Sunday-school alone is not sufficient for this gigantic 
task. One hour a week on the Sabbath-day is not sufficient for 
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such an undertaking. More time at a more favorable period 
under more favorable conditions with a trained leadership must 
be secured if the youth of the church is to be thoroughly trained 
in the principles and practises of Christian character. 

“The publie school is not the solution of the problem. In 
a republic like ours where Church and State are separate and 
public funds cannot be appropriated for sectarian purposes, the 
public school cannot be used as an agency tor religious instruc- 
tion. Some other agency must be ereated. Only one course 
appears to be open. Weck-day'‘schools of religion must be estab- 
lished wherever practicable, and under the auspices of the re- 
ligious agencies of the community where the children may be 
regularly taught and trained in the principles of Christian con- 
duct. Only in this way can we hope to adequately train the 
youth of the Church and the community in the Gospel.” (The 
Daily Chr. Advocate, pp. 388. 530.) 

It may be of interest to know that the Centenary offering 
amounted to $165,000,000. As a result the following sums could 
be appropriated this year: for Missions in Africa, $370,480; 
Asia, $4,353,080; Latin America, $1,581,900; Europe and North 
Africa, $1,315,470; about $300,000 for property acquisitions in 
twenty centers of learning in the United States. 

Many more things might be reported. As parliamentarians 
the members impressed me very favorably. Conservative theol- 
ogy was victorious in some instances. The true separation of 
Church and State is not understood by the Methodists. The 
whole Conference breathed the spirit of Wesley who said, “The 
world is my parish.” 


Des Moines, Iowa. Geo. A. W. VocEL. 


FEDERAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES CONVENTION. 


The Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America has 
just held a convention in Cleveland, which was in the interests 
of church and community work. The convention brought many 
shining lights and their satellites to Cleveland. The heavy ar- 
tillery of federated sectarianism was there, and did what was 
expected of them. Judging from newspaper reports, the affair 
was a great success. Politics, internationalism, the League of 
Nations, the Interchurch World Movement, the Shantung 
Treaty, woman suffrage, prohibition, community work, and 
church advertising were duly trotted out and put through the 
usual capers. All of these topics are supposed by modern sec- 
‘ tarians to be proper on such an occasion. : 

One leader of the sectarians is reported in print as having 
called upon the churches to enter more fully into politics. — He 
declared that “politicians are playing football with the things 
that are dear to us” (see list in foregoing paragraph), and that 
“the time has come for the Church to force itself into practical 
politics.” The mention of the League of Nations brought on 
a lengthy, heated debate. The Armenian question was taken up, 
and declared by some to be a moral issue. Campaigning con- 
gressmen who neglect their official duties during the time before 
election, were condemned. An extended debate on the peace 
treaty and on international politics was another feature. Dis- 
appointment over the failure of the Interchurch World Move- 
ment was repeatedly expressed. We beg leave to make the fol- 
lowing comments on the whole affair: — 

1. Judging from printed reports, the whole thing had more 
of the atmosphere of a political convention than of an old- 
fashioned religious gathering. It is rumored that two pro- 
fessors of economics got into the meeting by mistake, and didn’t 
know it until the day was over. Of course this is a rumor. 
And yet it shows the trend of things among the federated 
churchmen. The Interchurch World Movement likewise has 
many of the earmarks of a political machine. 

2. Just how such learned men as Doctors Robert E. Speer, 
Frederick Lynch, and men of their type can overlook the fact 
that God’s Word teaches a complete separation of Church and 
State, is an amazing thing. God’s Word draws a sharp, well- 
defined line between things political and things religious. We 
are commanded to “render therefore unto Cacsar the things 
which aro Cacsar’s, and unto God the things that are God’s.” 
This passage is to be found threo times in the New Testament. 
Just how Doctors Speer, Lynch, Gulick, Atkinson, Poling, and 
others have happened to overlook this important teaching of 
Holy Writ, is puzzling. 

3. According to Scripture, churchmen have no right to 
dabblo in the things which belong to the statesmen. Statesmen, 
on the other hand, must not try to tinker with things of a re- 
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ligious nature. Religious freedom is guaranteed us by our 
federal Constitution. All this is clear. 

4. To our mind, the convention laid undue stress on the 
machinery and very little stress on the message. Concerning 
purity of doctrine not much was said. But much was said about 
having a “program” and a staff of salaried “executives.” But 
we find that neither our Savior, nor His disciples, nor the early 
Christian Church had a “program” in the sense that the federa- 
tionists speak of such things. Neither did they have a staff of 
salaried executives (some of the Interchurch World executives 
draw $6,000 per year). Nothing is said in Scripture about 
federated efforts. In fact, such sham federation is condemned 
in God’s Word, and unity of doctrine is commended and com- 
manded. 

5. Centralization, if not the watchword of the federated 
convention, at least seems to be the tendency. It is a religious 
trust, or combine. It smacks of a political party. Having 
dictated in religious affairs, this sectarian Frankenstein monster 
is turning its attention to the matter of dictating in political 
affairs. The whole thing reminds us too much of some of the 
ways of Anti-Christ, which they seem unintentionally to be 
imitating. Also it suggests the same spirit as we find described 
in 2 Tim. 38,7—9. We are thankful that the poor, behind-the- 
times Missouri Lutherans are not subject to this Federal Coun- 


cil dictatorship. 
Cleveland, O. F. R. WEBBER. 


NEWS AND NOTES. 


The United Lutheran Church (Merger) has 243 vacancies 
and 58 graduates for the ministry. 


The Christian Cynosure is reprinting in full the paper on 
the Lodge read before the English District convention last year. 

Presbyterians report 2,200 vacant churches, and from 400 
to 500 ministers needed at once above the supply of candidates 
from the seminaries. 


The New England: Conference (district) of the Swedish 
Lutheran Augustana Synod during 1919 gained one-half the 
number of members that the whole Augustana Synod gained 
the previous year. The East begins to look like virgin soil for 
Lutheran missions. 


The Chicago City Mission, conducted by our brethren there, 
has now, in addition to the well-known Stadtmissionar, an Eng- 
lish paper, the Czty Missionary, published by the pastoral con- 
ference. Rev. I’. P. Merbitz is editor. The first issues are well 
printed on good paper, eight pages to the issue, and contain 
much good reading-matter. No.1 contained a report by Pastor 
Witte, and one by Rev. Schlechte, whose death is recorded in 
the following issue. We were much moved in reading the last 
words of Rev. Schlechte’s report: “Let us not be weary in well- 
doing; for in due season we shall reap, if we faint pot.” All 
those interested in city missions should get this new publication 
of our Chicago brethren. The price is 25 cents a year. 


A. M. H. writes from St. Joseph, Mich: “A non-Lutheran 
correspondent to whom I am sending the WITNEss wrote re- 
cently: ‘The May 11 number of the LutHERAN WITNESS is un- 
usually good. I have several people in mind I am going to lend 
it to; I intend that several of the business-men shall read that 
article ‘Money-Mad.’? Keep up the work!” 

We note that last year at this time we filed a newspaper 
item which says that a “noted” London preacher in a sermon 
asserted that “it is a mental and moral certainty that at the 
close of this year the world’s history must end.” — Mark 13, 32. 

; G. 


Dear FELLOW-READERS, — 


The LuTHERAN WITNESS should be read by all of our church- 
members who chiefly use the English language. 

I would suggest that all readers, after they get through 
reading their copy, regard it as their Christian duty to find out 
if other members of the Lutheran Church also read the WITNESS. 
If you find some members of our church who are not readers, 
give them one or more copies each after you get through reading 
them, and get their promise to read them over carefully. 

Can you think of any more glorious work to do, except 
bringing people to Christ directly? No doubt, if you get other 
people to read the LurHeran Witness, then, indirectly, you will- 
be the means of bringing some of them to Jesus Christ. Re 
membering what He has done for us, can we refuse to be workers 
for the Lord? 


Wichita Falls, Tex. ae 


‘ 
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Religious Press. 


STARTLING FACTS ABOUT CHINA. 


One-third of the human race lives in China. 

Every month, in China, one million souls pass into eternity. 

Every third person who lives and breathes upon the earth 
is a Chinese. 

Every third child born into the world looks into the face 
of a Chinese mother; every third pair given in marriage plight 
their troth in a Chinese cup of wine; every third orphan weep- 
ing through the day, every third widow wailing through the 
watches of the night, is in China; every third person who comes 
to die is a Chinese. 

Put the people in China in rank, joining hands, and they 
will girdle the globe ten times at the equator with living, beating 
human hearts. 

Constitute them pilgrims, and let two thousand go past 
every day and night under the sunlight and under the solemn 
stars, and you must hear the ceaseless tramp, tramp, tramp of 
the weary, pressing, throbbing throng for five hundred long 
years. ‘There are five times as many people in China as in the 
whole of the United States, and one-third more than in all the 
countries of Hurope combined. lt would take something hike 
the letters of a hundred Bibles to represent the men, women, 
and children of this old and wondrous nation. 

Ten thousand forcign missionaries are needed in China if 
there is to be one for every twenty-five thousand of the popu- 
lation. 

In the United States there is one Gospel-worker or evan- 
gelist to every 48 people. 

1,557 of the 2,033 walled cities of China have as yet no 
resident missionary. Tens of thousands of towns and villages 
have no center of Gospel-light. No province is adequately 
worked. 

There are about 2,600 non-Christian Chinese to every 
Chinese Christian. 

Even aiter a century’s work, out of every 1,000 people 999 
have no Bible, even if every copy printed were still in use. 

Among the teeming millions of China the Lutheran Synod- 
ical Conference has six foreign missionaries, three native evan- 
gelists, and seven native teachers. ‘hese laborers are at present 
all working in Hankow, a city of 800,000 inhabitants, It is 
the chief distributing center for the central provinces of China, 
and is for this reason an ideal mission-center. 


_ Lhe Lutheran Pioneer. 


DICTATING TO THE DENOMINATIONS. 


A report by Mr. Francis M. Leaman published in the 
Interchurch Bulletin clearly shows the trend that much adver- 
tised movement is taking: — 

“In a town of 570 there is a church that cost $42,000. It 
has a pipe organ and everything modern, and can easily seat 
750 people. This church is large enough to supply the religious 
needs of the entire community, yet through jealousy another 


' denomination has determined to build another church equally 


large and well equipped one block away. We are hoping that 
this will not be attempted until the field is thoroughly surveyed 
and the facts brought before the people.” 
_ Of course, the poor public was entirely unaware of this 
scandalous condition till the Interchurch man opened its eyes. 
“We hope,’”— who are these “we” who so disapprovingly 
shake their finger at the audacious ones who plan to erect for 
themselves a house of worship, notwithstanding the fact that 
Mr. Leaman declares that one church is entirely sufficient? 
Lf we were to make a housing survey in Mr. Leaman’s 
town, we should very likely find that his home is sufficiently 
large to accommodate one or two more families. Would we, 
then, have a right to frown upon Mr. Jones, who intends to 
erect another residence right next to Mr: Leaman’s, instead of 
moving in with the latter gentleman? Or has religion ceased 
to be a private matter? Assuming that the church in question 
is a Baptist church, and that the group planning another church 
is composed of Lutherans, docs Mr. Leaman intend to tell us 
that a Baptist church is entirely sufficient for these Lutherans? 
And is the only alternative for us to submit with due humility 
to the dictates of these “we,” or bring down upon us the dis- 
pleasure of the public? How blandly the gentleman declares 


‘it a case of jealousy that another denomination plans to build 
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a church for itself! A wonderful thing in a country that has 
but so lately been fighting imperialism. 

We are still American enough to hold that it is nobody’s 
business but their own if a number of men want to erect a 
church for their own use. All that the general public can do 
is to refuse to contribute. No one is called upon even to bring 
such “facts” before the public in a manner that would to some 
extent discredit and discourage such a group of men. 


Northwestern Lutheran. 


Secular Press. 


_ “WE WONDER.” 


During the course of a discussion among a number of 
friends the sentiment, though not openly expressed, implied that 
they regretted the fact that students are taken from the public 
schools for a time at certain ages for the purpose of attending 
parochial schools. And would you believe it, before the discus- 
sion was ended one of them stated that the great problem of 
to-day was to give the boy or girl sufficient religious training. 
Allow me to come bluntly to the question: If they do not attend 
a parochial school, where will the average boy or girl receive 
his or her religious training, which is considered just as im- 
portant as any other education? Will the ordinary half-hour 
spent in the Sunday-school supply this? Will every parent feel 
it his duty and give the time to the religious instruction of 
a child? The writer had the opportunity for about two years of 
observing the work, results, and products (if one may use this 
term applied to graduates) of a parochial school and is of the 
opinion that few schools graduate as intelligent, talented, re- 
spectful, obedient, moral young men and women. Wisconsin 
has a great, efficient public school system, but we wonder if the 
moral and religious training of children has been given as prom- 
inent a place therein as it should. — Editorial, The Randolph 
[Wis.] Advance, May 20, 1920. 








New Publications. 





Synodalbericht des Nebraska-Distrikts der Ev.-Luth. Synode 
von Missouri, Ohio und andern Staaten. 1919. Concordia . 
Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, 35 cts. 


During the war our Nebraska District suffered perhaps more 
than any other District’ from persecution and interference by fa- 
natics and enthusiasts. This fact colors the entire report. ‘The 
essuy by the Rev. W. Mahler deals with the doctrine of the Church 
and its application upon present-day conditions. In this essay he 
does not only present the teachings of God’s Word on this subject, 
but he calls attention to actual conditions in our congregations 
and in other church-bodics. The relation between the Church and 
the State here in our country is also characterized and illuminated 
by the proper testimonies of Holy Writ. We are confident that 
this treatise is especially valuable for our pastors and members 
at the present time, and ought to be studied carefully, in order 
that all of us may profit by our experiences in the last few years. 
The matter of salaries for pastors and teachers is repeatedly spoken of 
in the report, and the congregations are admonished to deal ina truly 
Christian and generous manner with those “who labor in the Word 
and doctrine.” The report of the Committee on Schools contains 
matter that will be helpful to every one who is interested in our 
parochial school question. 


Synodalbericht des Texas-Distrikts der Ev.-Luth. Synode von 
Missouri, Ohio und andern Staaten. 1919. Concordia Pub- 
lishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, 45 cts. 


The Texas District supports a great many missions, and con- 
cerning most of them there is a detailed report. The essay treats 
4 man’s free will or human powers, and is written by the Rev. W. H. 

ewie. ; S. 


The following new musical publications have been received: — 


Choralvorspiele in Trioform. Heft 2, Op. 26. Price, $1.00. Order 
from H. Grote, 1408 E. Prairie Ave., St. Louis, Mo., or from 
Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis,. Mo. 


My Shepherd. Mein Hirte. A sacred solo, with piano or organ ac- 

companiment. By Walter Sassmannshausen. English text 

by W. M. Czamanske. Published by the composer, 2061 

. Kedzie Ave., Chicago, Ill. Price, 35 cts., postpaid. May 

also be ordered from Concordia Publishing House, : St. 
Louis, Mo. G 
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Miscellaneous. 


Installations. 


Installed under authorization of the respective District 
Presidents: — 

On 4th Sunday after Easter: The lev. E. Hartenberger in the 
congregation at Beaumont, Tex., by Pastor I. W. Siebelitz. — The 
Itev. A. Krug in Trinity Church, Glendora, Mich., by Pastor L. 
Nucchterlein. 

On Sunday after Ascension: The Rev. F. W. Bangert in Trinity 
Church, Gladstone, Nebr., by Pastor O. Graebner.— The Rev. EH. 
Hartenberger in the congregation at Orange, Tex., by Pastor IF. W. 
Siebelitz. 

On Trinity Sunday: The Rev. A. F. Gross in Christ Church in 
Pomme de Terre Tp., Minn., by Pastor O. W. Rohde.— The fev. 
W. C. Meyer in the congregations at Nekoosa and German Settle- 
ment, Wis., by Pastor R. F. W. Pautz. — The fev. R. P. Oelschlaeger 
in the parish Maple Heights and Lee Road, Cleveland, O., by Pastor 
W. A. W. Auping.— The Rev. H. Osterhus in Zion Church, near 
Edgerton, O., by Pastor P. G, Nau. 

On lst Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. F. H. Rudi in Peace 
Church, Glidden, lowa, by Pastor A. J. Mueller. — The tev. R. Gose 
as missionary for Flint, Mich., in St. Paul’s Church, Flint, by Pastor 
Th. Andres. 


Installed as teacher: — 
On Whitsunday: Tcacher A. W. Stellhorn as teacher of the in- 
termediate department of the school of St. Peter’s Church, Hunting- 
ton, Ind., by Pastor F. W. Husmann. 





Corner-Stone Laying. 
The following churches laid the corner-stone of a new 
edifice: — 

On 5th Sunday after Easter: St. John’s Church, Pembroke, 
Ont., Can. (the Rev. H. Landsky, pastor), of a church.—On Whit- 
sunday: The church at Hoyleton, Ill. (the Rev. A. Fuchler, pastor), 
of a school. 


Dedication. 
On Sunday after Ascension, Immanuel Church, Hazrtum, Colo. 
(the Rev. F. W. Hein, pastor), dedicated their new church to the 
service of God. 


Anniversary. 


On 4th Sunday after Easter, Nazareth Church, Milwaukee, Wis. 
(the Rev. Ed. Albrecht, pastor), celebrated their 25th anniversary. 


- Mission-Festivals. 


On Trinity Sunday: St. Paul’s Church, Evansville, Ind. Offer 
ing, $1,000.00. — Algona, Iowa. Offering, $147.68. 


Pastoral Conferences. 

The Pastoral Conference of Peoria and Vicinity will meet, D. v., 
July 6 and 7 in Linn Township (R.1), Benson, Ill. (the Rev. K. F. 
Linse, pastor). Please announce early. A. H. SCHLEEF, Sec. 

The Pastoral Conference of Northern Wisconsin District will 
mect, D.v., July 27 to 29 at Grand Rapids, Wis. The brethren will 
kindly notice the change in date. R. Pautz. 


Result of Election. 


Prof. A. 2. Kunzmann, of Greensboro, N. C., has been duly elected 
to the seventh professorship at St. John’s College, Winfield, Kans. 
R. MIESSLER, 
Secretary of Electoral College. 








Treasurers’ Reports. 


ENGLISH DISTRICT. 


Mission. — Congregations: Emmanuel, Baltimore, $291.12; Beth- 
any, Chicago, 60.00; Christ, Hickory, N.C., 27.00; Mount Olive, Min- 
neapolis, 47.06; Trinity, East St. Louis, 11.26; Redeemer, North Tona- 
wanda, N. Y., 10.50; Faith, Milwaukee, 50.00. Sunday-school, Grace 
Church, St. Louis, 20.00. C.A.Mehring, through Prof. M. H. Coyner, 
Charlottesville, Va., 2.00. — Total, $508.94. 

Synodical Treasury. — Congregations: Emmanuel, Baltimore, 
$91.68; Bethany, Chicago, 8.19; Trinity, East St. Louis, 8.45; Re- 
deemer, North Tonawanda, N. Y., 7.00. — Total, $115.32. 

Synodical Building Fund. — Congregations: Emmanuel,, Balti- 
more, $38.37; Trinity, East St. Louis, 5.63. — Total, $44.00. 

Church Extension Fund. — Emmanuel Church, Baltimore, $29.62. 
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te L., through Rev. R. Koch, Springdale, Ark., 5.00.— Total, 

_ American Lutheran Board for Relief in Europe. — Catechumens 
of Calvary Church, Buffalo, $8.00. R. F., through Rev. M. Walker, 
Buffalo, 1.00. Young People’s Society of Windsor Park Church, Chi- 
cago, 59.25. — Total, $68.25. 

_. Board of Support. — Congregations: Emmaguel, Baltimore, 
$74.38; Trinity, East St. Louis, 3.94; Faith, Milwaukee, 20.00; Pil- 
grim, Chicago, 156.70; Christ, Webster Groves, Mo., 22.00. Sunday- 
school of Concordia Church, Akron, O., 38.00. Miss Emma Moser, 
through Rev. M. L. Wagner, Gravelton, Mo., 5.00. — Total, $320.02. 


Mission in Brazil. — Congregations: Emmanuel, Baltimore, 
$22.16; Redeemer, North Tonawanda, N. Y., 5.50. — Total, $27.66. 

Mission in China. — Congregations: Emmanuel, Baltimore, 
$17.71; Redeemer, North Tonawanda, N. Y., 4.10. — Total, $21.81. 

Deaf-mute Mission. — Congregations: Emmanuel, Baltimore, 


$8.85; Redeemer, North Tonawanda, N. Y., 2.00.— Total, $10.85. 
‘ Py es Church in Europe. — Mount Olive Church, Milwaukee, 

Foreign Mission. — Redeemer Church, North Tonawanda, N. Y., 

ah Catechumens of Calvary Church, Buffalo, 10.00. — Total, 
70. 

Forcign-tongue Mission in U.S. — Congregations: Emmanuel, 
7 aa 5.70; Redeemer, North Tonawanda, N. Y., 2.20.— Total, 
37.90. 

General Home Mission. — Emmanuel Church, Baltimore, $29.51. 

Mission among Indians. — Congregations: Emmanuel, Baltimore, 
$2.85; Faith, Milwaukee, 20.00. — 7'otal, $22.85. 
ah atiasion in India. — St. Stephen’s Church, Catawba Co., N. C.,, 

50. 

Negro Mission. — Congregations: Emmanuel, Baltimore, $31.35; 
Trinity, East St. Louis, 1.69; Redeemer, North Tonawanda, N. Y., 
6.00. D.M.L., through Rev. R. Koch, Springdale, Ark., 10.00. Cate- 
chumens of Calvary Church, Buffalo, 5.00. — Total, $54.04. 

Ministerial Education Fund. — Emmanuel Church, Baltimore, 
$23.14. D.M.L., through Rev. R. Koch, Springdale, Ark., 10.00.— 
T'otal, $33.14. 

Iatheran Orphan Society, St. Louis, Mo.— Ladies’ Aid Society, 
Pilgrim Church, St. Louis, $25.00. 

City Mission, Chicago, Ill.— Bethany Church, Chicago, $25.00. 
ss il Mission, Milwaukee, Wis. — Faith Church, Milwaukee, 

25.00. 

City Mission Social Worker, St. Louis, Mfo. — Ladies’ Aid Socie- 
ties in St. Louis: Pilgrim, $30.00; Grace, 3.00. Sunday-school, Grace 
Church, St. Louis, 8.00. — 7'otal, $41.00. ; 

Home for the Aged, Arlington Heights, Ill.— Bethany Church, 
Chicago, $25.00. 

Lutheran Sanitarium, Wheat Ridge, Colo. — Sunday-school, Con- 
cordia Church, Akron, O., $100.00. Young People’s Society, Holy 
Trinity Church, New York City, 293.45.— Total, $393.45. 

Lutheran Home for Fecble-minded and Epileptics, Watertown, 
Wis. — Sunday-school, Concordia Church, Akron, O., $50.00. 

Institute for Deaf-mute, Detroit, Mich.— Sunday-school, Con- 
cordia Chureh, Akron, O., $25.00. 

Indigent Students. — Congregations: Mount Olive, Minneapolis, 
$25.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 2.82. — Total, $27.82. 

GRAND TOTAL: $2,011.38. 

June 14, 1920. Cuas. H. DETTE, Treas., 
3935 Greer Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


SOUTHERN DISTRICT. 
(March and April.) 


Home Afission.— Heisler, envelope collection, $107.15. Fernan- 
dina, rent for March, 15.00. Congregations: Tampa, 5.00; Hance 
ville, 18.00; Cullman, from G. Fischer, .50; Pascagoula, 5.45; Bir- 
mingham, 15.00; Mobile, from N. N., 1.50; Abita Springs, 5.50; 
Citronelle, from H. Schlueterbusch, .90, and Miss F. Bauer, .20. Con- 
gregations in New Orleans: Christ, 19.00; St. Paul’s, Sunday-school, 
10.00; St. John’s, from F. R., 2.00; Zion, Sunday-school, 5.20.— 
Total, $210.40. 

Synodical Treasury. — Congregations: Pensacola, $23.50; Gretna, 
16.00; Mobile, 6.50; Cullman, from Mrs. M. Buettner, 1.00; Citron- 
elle, from Miss F. Bauer, .27. Congregations in New Orleans: Zion, 
2.50; Trinity, 16.51; St. Paul’s, 26.95; Christ, 11.85. — Total, 
$105.08. : 

Synodical Building Fund. — Congregations: Birmingham, $16.25; 
Pascagoula, 3.62; Citronelle, from H.Schlueterbusch, .26. Congrega- 
tions in New Orleans: Christ, 4.75; Zion, 40.86. — Total, $65.74. 

City Mission.— Congregations in New Orleans: First English, 
$3.00, and from Sunday-school, 2.00; Zion, 2.00; St. John’s, 2.00, and 
from R. Heisler, .25; A. Fleisch, .50.— Total, $9.75. 

Negro Mission. — Tampa, $2.00. Congregations in New Orleans: 
Christ, 2.30; St. Paul’s, from Mrs. F. Hosli, 5.00. — Total, $9.30. 

India Mission. — Tampa, $3.35. St. Paul’s Sunday-school, New 
Orleans, 10.00. Cullman, 20.00. From H. Schlucterbusch, Citron- 
elle, .30; Miss F. Bauer, .14. — Total, $33.79. 

Indian Mission.— Congregations in New Orleans: St. Paul’s, 
from Sunday-school, $5.00; Trinity, 1.20, and from Sunday-school 
1.73. Pascagoula, 1.45; Birmingham, from Sunday-school, 1.45.— 
Total, $11.03. 
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Afission among the Jews. — Pascagoula, $.90. | .00. — 

Total, $1.90. Pah, See ee ee 

China Mission.— From Mrs. G. Weber’s Sunday-school at Mar- 

shall, Tex., $5.00. , 

Isle of Pines Mission. — Pascagoula, $1.63. 

South American Mission.— Tampa, $2.00. 

ity, New Orleans, 8.45. — Total, $16.25. 

_ _ Deaf-and-dumb Mission. — Tampa, $2.00, Sunday-school at Bir- 
mingham, 1.20. Trinity, New Orleans, 3.50; from Sunday-school, 
4.30. — Total, $11.00. , 

. Board of Support. — Birmingham, $1.75; Pascagoula, 1.83; Mo- 
bile, 7.80. Congregations in New Orleans: Trinity, 5.08; Christ, 
es i English, from Sunday-school, 2.00; Zion, 17.47. — Total, 

Indigent Students’ Fund of the Louisiana Conference. — Con- 
gregations in New Orleans: First English, $9.00; from Sunday- 
school, 6.00; — Zion, 6.31; from H. H. C., 2.00; Ladies’ Aid, 2.00; 
Sunday-school, 2.00; —St. John’s, from Ladies’ Aid, 4.00; Christ, 
2.30. Pastoral Conference, 3.55.— Yolal, $37.16. 

Indigent Students’ Fund of the Gulf States Conference. — From 
G. Delius, Pascagoula, $.50; G. Krentz, 1.00.— Total, $1.50. 

Institute for Feeble-minded and FEpileptics. — Pascagoula, $1.45. 

Church Extension Fund. — Mobile, $4.90; Alabama City, 200.00. 
— Total, $204.90. 

Bethlehem Orphan Home. — Mobile, Mission Society, $5.00; 
Cullman, 5.00; Pensacola, Birthday Bank of Sunday-school, 9.50; 
Pascagoula, 1.80, and from Delius, .50. First English Congregation 
in New Orleans, from Adult Bible Class, 18.00. From C. King, Mount 
Calvary Church, New Orleans, 1.00. — Total, $40.80. 

St. John’s College, Winfield, Kans. — Ladies’ Aid in Pensacola, 
$25.00. 

Concordia College in New Orleans. — Rent, April and May, 

\$70.00. 

Sanitarium in Wheat Ridge. — Dollar Collections: Mobile, 
$222.50; Young People’s Society at Tampa, 43.50; Lakeland, Fla., 
39.50. Luther League in Albany, Ala., 64.50.— Total, $370.00. 

Endowment Fund. — Abita Springs, $115.50. 

Congregations in Alexandria, — Congregations in New Orleans: 
St. John’s, $210.97; Mount Calvary, 48.65. — Total, $259.62. 

Indigent Germans. — From Al. Schutzmann, for a cow, $150.00. 
From Mrs. F. Schneider, Russell, Ala., 2.00.— Total, $152.00. 

Deaconess Fund. — From Mrs. M. Buettner, Cullman, $1.00. 

GRAND ToTAL: $1,802.98. 

New Orleans, La., May 15, 1920. A. C. Retsia, Treas., 

315 S. Jefferson Davis Parkway. 


Clinton, 6.80. Trin- 





Some of Synod’s Treasuries. 


(May 31, 1920.) Deficit.. Balance. 
Synodical Treasury ......eeeseee eer eceees * $ 7282.34 
‘Building Fund .........-seeeeeeeeeeecncees $17158.67 
‘Building in Concordia ........++se+sees 13061.49 
China Mission ......cecsesccencecceneesees 6535.43 
Church Extension Fund .........6+-eeeeee- 6526.73 
Deaf-mute Mission .......-.-4+- wart TTe 4221.27 
European Missions .......+es sere ee ceereers 7430.34 
Foreign Mission .......+eeeeeeeeeenneecees 5239.05 
Mountain Retreat 10... . 2. eee cee re eees 2069.34 
Foreign-tongue Mission .....-..+++-+++eeees 1041.09 
Home Mission .....eccee rene reeeensecceces 12675.34 
Immigrant Mission ....-..--+--+seerrertees 1900.64 
Indian Mission ........ccccrcesenreeceecces 6008.50 
Indian Mission Building .........++++-- 6561.99 
South American Mission ....-.+-sesseeerers 15977.38 . 
Board of Support ......--0.-eeee: ys gumeee ee 4943.70 


* This is really a deficit of $2,717.66, as the $10,000 due the 
Board of Support from the Concordia Publishing House dividends 


for 1919 had not yet been paid on May 31. Payment has since been 
made. E. SEUEL, Gen. Treas. 





ATLANTIC DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Atlantic District during May, 


1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $470.74; Synodical Building Fund, 233.14; 


Missions, 4,089.06; Miscellaneous, 3,274.69. — Total, $8,067.63. 
: O. H. Resin, T’reas. 


CENTRAL DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Central District during May, 


1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $1 573.25; Synodical Building Fund, 702.30; 


issi 8.20; Miscellaneous 8,181.79. — Total, $12,325.54, 
Missions, 1,868.20 isc i gg 


EASTERN DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Eastern District during May, 
0:— a 

si Synodical Treasury, $745.38; Synodical Building Fund. 252.66; 


issi 59: Miscellaneous, 1,408.27. — Total $4,766.79. 
Missions, 2,360.59; Muiscella as ee ian 
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MICHIGAN DISTRICT. . 
Received at the Treasury of the Michigan District during May, 
1920: — . 
Synodical Treasury, $1,400.62; Synodical Building Fund, 324.00; 
Missions, 2,002.49; Miscellancous, 9,774.62.—Total, $13,501.73. 
G. WENDT, Treas. 
NEBRASKA DISTRICT. : 
Received at the Treasury of the Nebraska District during May, 
1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $2,024.97 ; Synodical Building Fund, 446.73; 
Missions, 7,579.81; Miscellaneous, 4,216.48. — Total, $14,267.99. 
A. SCHUELKE, Treas. 
eo oeoeoeaeaaeeOaeaeaeeoeoeoeoeoeo— oom 


Important Notice. 


Kindly consult the address printed on this copy of your WITNESS. 
The bottom line of the address shows when your subscription expires. 
(For instance, “Dee 20” signifies that your subscription expires with 
the last number in December, 1920.) If it expires soon, please send 
your dollar (25 ets. additional in St. Louis, Canada, and foreign coun- 
tries) to your agent or to us in ample time to insure our uninterrupted 
service. It requires normally about two weeks before change of ex- 
piration date will show on address plates. 

Be sure to mention the paper you desire, and your name and ad- 
dress, both new and old, if you desire a change in address. No paper 
ean be mailed by us unless paid in advance, and if your renewal is 
not received before expiration, your name will automatically drop 
from our mailing-list. ConcorDIA PusiisHina House, 

St. Louis, Mo. 





Change of Addresses. 


Rev. EH. W. Bartels, 1879 E. 66th St., Cleveland, O. 

. O. Becker, 288 Travers Pl., Lyndhurst, N. J. 

Rev. L. I’. Brandes, 1105 W. Heron St., Aberdeen, Wash. 
Rev. M. Christian, 813 N. Fourth St., Watertown, Wis. 

Rev. E. T. Coyner, 2652 Ellendale Pl., Los Angeles, Cal. 

Rev. F. Dodzuweit, Owego, Cadis Stage, N. Y. 

Rev. C. F. Dankworth, 2665 Military St., Port Huron, Mich. . 
Rev. Ph. L. Fiess, 1131 S. Fourth St., Terre Haute, Ind. 

Rev. E. Flach, 327 Faraday St., Peoria, ll. 

Rev. M. Fuerstenau, Algona, lowa. 


Rev. A. IF. Gross, Elbow Lake, Minn. 

Rev. B. H. Hemmeter, 1826 Hammond St., Chicago, Il. 
Rev. O. H. Hohenstein, R.1, Austin, Minn. 
Rev. E. Hoyer, Randolph, Wis. 

Rey. O. H. Knoll, Natoma, Kans. 

Rev. E. Kories, Homestead Ave, Naugatuck, Conn. 
Rev. G. C. Kramer, Guatrache, F. C. P., Argentine, S. America. 
Rey. J. D. Krubsack, Engle River, Wis. 

Rey. R. E. Lehmann, R. 6, Stillwater, Minn. 

Rev. H. I*. Liescheidt, Freedom, Mo. 

Rev. H. Markworth, 3518 Pestalozzi St., St. Louis, Mo. 
Rev. J. Nestel, 6153 University Ave., Chicago, Ill. 

Rev. H. Osterhus, Edgerton, O. 

Rev. J. A. Resner, Barrhead, Alta., Can. 

Rev. L. Richmann, R. 2, Wheaton, Minn. 

Rev. G. Rickels, Atkins, Lowa. 

Rev. G. Schaefer, Lane, S. Dak. 

Rev. F. Starke, Greenfield, lowa. 


Rev. Th. Wendel, R. 1, Du Bois, Ind. 

J. W. Bosse, 929 E. Michigan St., Evansville, Ind. 
C. Deeker. 1556 Seminole Ave., Detroit, Mich. 

J. M. Dobring, 1008 Tenth St., Port Huron, Mich. 
Th. Gillhoff, 62 Franklin St., Holyoke, Mass. 

W. M. Henke, Box 312, Cairo, Nebr. 

W. F. Herrmann, 1498 25th St., Detroit, Mich. 

W. G. Marten, 6651 S. Marshfield Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
H. K. Moeller, 309 Marengo Ave., Forest Park, Il. 
E. C. Setzer, 5018 Pensacola Ave., Chicago, II]. 

i. BE. Wunderlich, 2113 N. K St., Fort Smith, Ark. 
E. Zielke, 269 Leusechner Ave., Detroit, Mich. 
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THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


is an official organ of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Oblfo, 

and Other States. It is published biweekly, and {is edited by an Editorial 

Committee consisting of Prof. ‘Th, Graebner and Rey. Martin S. Sommer. 

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, $1.00 per annum. In St. Louls by mall or 
earrler, a8 well as in Canada and all other foreign countries, $1.25. 
Payable strictly In advance. 

ALL ARTICLES \ntended for publication in the paper should be addressed 
to Rev. M. S. Sommer, 3627 Ohio Ave., St. Louls, Mo. 

ALL CHURCH NEWS, Announcements, Acknowledgments, Notices, also 
eoor iF ail should be sent to Prof. Th,Gracbner, 3618 Texas Ave., 

t. Louis, Mo. 

NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS may begin at any time. 

OHANGE OF ADDRESS \s secured by giving both the new and the old 
address, and that one week before the change Is desired. 

AN AGENT \s desired in every town. Correspondence Invited. 

ADDRESS ALL BUSINESS MATTER to Concordia PuBLisHine HOUSE, 
St. Louls, Mo. 
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SIXTEENTH DELEGATE SYNOD, 
: DETROIT, JUNE 16—25. 


With the singing of “Es woll? uns Gott genaedig sein,” followed 
by the Apostles’ Creed and the Lord’s Prayer spoken in unison, the 
sixteenth national convention of the Missouri Synod adjourned at 
noon, the 25th of June, in Harmonie Hall, Detroit. Thus closed a 
convention which some designate the most important, on account of 
the great educational, missionary, and financial issues that came be- 
fore it; others, the most progressive, because of the changes made and 
new moves inaugurated in the interest of the efficient functioning of 
our various departments of church-work; others, the most harmonious, 
because of the absence of all strife and contention; and others still, 
the most joyous in the history of our body. We like that last term 
best. The spirit of joy was spread abroad. Meeting in days of great 
unrest and of powerful opposition to our work as a soundly Lutheran 
body, the deliberations were characterized by a calm assurance, a fear- 
less determination to perform our mission as a Church, and a glad , 
consciousness of meeting with beloved brethren for the furtherance of 
the Lord’s work. P 

What was accomplished? The following pages present a résumé 
‘of the transactions recorded by convention days. The record is in- 
complete and unofficial; the work of reporting had to be done under 
stress and pressure, in order to get a complete story of the convention 
into this issue of our paper; but in the main, the transactions as here 
given will be found to tally well with the official report hereafter to 
appear in book-form. The following stand out as the significant fea- 
tures of the convention’s work: — 


A new set of By-Laws adopted. ~ 

Reorganization of our system for collecting moneys. 

Reorganization of our General Home Mission work. 

Synodical Board of Directors clothed with executive powers. 

An Endowment Fund of $2,000,000 for Superannuated Pastors and 
Teachers transferred to Synod. 

One million dollars authorized for a new plant for Concordia Seminary. | Ys 

Strong measures for the preservation and advancement of our system Matth.5. 14. 
of parish schools. . 

A strengthening of our courses of study in theological seminaries, 
normal schools, and colleges. 

A new plant authorized for our college in Brazil and a college to be 
established in the Canadian Northwest. 

The removal of St. Paul’s College, now at Concordia, to another location. 

Adoption of the largest budget in the history of our Synod. 
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ttt OFFICERS OF THE GENERAL BODY. 


Rev. F. Protenuavuer, President. 

Rey. F. Branp, First Vice-President. 

Rev. J. W. Minter, Second Vice-President. 
Rev. G. Berntuan, Third Vice-President. 
Rev. H. P. Eckuarpt, Fourth Vice-President. 
Rev. M. F. Kretzmann, Secretary. 

Mr. E. Seven, Treasurer. 
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Rev. F. Pfotenhauer. Prof. F. Pieper, D. D. 


President. 
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Mr. E. Seuel. 
Treasurer. 


Rev. M. Kretzmann. 
Sceretary. 


THE STORY OF THE CONVENTION. 





THE DAYS OF PREPARATION: MONDAY AND TUESDAY, 
JUNE 14 AND 15. 


The preparatory period of the triennial convention may 
be said to extend over the entire six months preceding the 


‘sessions. In every part of our Synod memorials and over- 


tures had been prepared by conferences’ and by individual mem- 
bers, and had been sent for registration to the General Scc- 
retary. Indeed, some of these memorials had been drafted by 
District Synods during the conventions of 1919. The greater 
number of them had been published in a volume of 176 pages, 
which had been sent to every pastor a few weeks prior to the 


-Mmecting at Detroit. 
However, the preparatory work, properly so called, was’ 


done on Monday, the 14th, and Tuesday, the 15th of June. 
On these days the District Presidents, together with represent- 
atives of our institutions and a number of delegates at large 
met as Committee No.1 in the school of Bethany Church, in 
order to discuss the memorials .on our institutional work as 
well as other overtures on which they were to report. At the 
same time, in another hall in the same building, Committee 
No. 2, which had the new By-Laws of our synodical constitution 
assigned to them, deliberated in four or five long sessions. Like- 
wise Committee No. 6, in charge of Home Mission matters, con- 
ferred with the Home Mission boards and the Board of Church 
Extension in another room. 

On Tuesday evening a get-together meeting for laymen was 
held in the same building, the members of the Lutheran Lay- 
men’s League being the hosts. It was at this mecting that one 
of our Jaymen said: “That we have good and faithful pastors 
I have always known. That they preach to us the Word of God 
and teach us the way of salvation is something we cannot re- 
pay, no matter how hard we try. But I have formerly not 
known, what I know now, that our Missouri ministers are, in 
the matter of education and especially of public speaking and 
real eloquence, the equals of, yes, superior to, most preachers 
in other denominations. I have had a chance to compare our 
men with others in this respect during the war, and I have 
found that in point of good English and forceful, polished 
delivery they measure up to the clergy of any other Church.” 
The visiting ministers in the course of the evening were 
taken singly and in groups to the top floor, where this get- 
together was in progress, and were treated to the good things 
there to be had. It was a most encouraging display of good 
spirit and kindliness, the spirit of harmony, contentment, and 
optimism, which remained characteristic of the convention as 
a whole. 


WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 16. ° 


The opening service was held on Wednesday morning at 
St. Andrew’s Church (Rev. FE. C. Fackler, pastor), which was 
crowded to the doors, though many delegates had not arrived, 
due to poor train service. The sermon was delivered by Vice- 
President F. Brand on Eph.5,16. A bricf English address 
was made by Rev. M. S. Sommer. The teachers’ chorus of 
Detroit heightened the festival character of the service by sing- 
ing the 54th Psalm. 
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St. Andrew’s Church. 





The first’ session commenced at 2 o’clock on Wednesday 
afternoon. The tedious roll-call of former years had been done 
away with. Instead, the delegates registered by card in the - 
lobby. At the beginning of convention business, 688 had reg- 
istered. In addition, hundreds of guests were present from 
out of town. 

President Pfotenhauer read his Synodical Address and his 
Synodiecal Report. According to the latter, our Synod now is 
composed of 2,800 pastors and professors, 4,130 congregations 
and preaching-stations, 1,006,065 souls, and 628,198 communi- 
cant members, has 1,328 day-schools, 630 summer and Satur- 
day-schools, 1,080 teachers, 262 female teachers, 956 teaching 
pastors, 83,875 schoolchildren, and 100,429 Sunday-school chil- 
dren. There has been since 1917 an increase of 34,065 in the 
miko = and a decrease of 12,895 in the enrolment of 
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During the last three years, the Synod has expended for 
ssionary work, at home and abroad, $6,176,000. President 
otenhauer quoted Government statistics to show that the 
ittheran Church was one of the few churches to gain substan- 
il increases in the last three years. 

It was announced that Vice-President J. Hilgendorf, due 
advanced years, would not be present and would decline the 
mination for another term of office. 

On ‘behalf of the Lutheran Laymen’s League, President 
ico. Lamprecht now addressed the convention. He.announced 
at tho officers of the League were ready to hand over to Synod 
2 suin of $2,050,095 as the nucleus of an endowment fund for 
8 support of incapacitated pastors, professors, and teachers 
d of the widows and orphans of pastors, professors, and 
ichers, the only conditions attached being that the proceeds 

should never be used for any other purpose than the one in- 
tended, and that the capital should never be decreased. 
Mr. Lamprecht expressed the conviction that the goal of 
$3,000,000 would, by the grace of God, be attained before Jan- 
uary 1, 1921. Mr. Fred C. Pritzlaff, treasurer of the League, 
now read the document of transfer. Due to the fact that the 
bonds and securities represented by the two-million donation 
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filled three large safety-vault boxes at Milwaukee, he had deemed 
it “neither convenient nor safe” to bring the actual bonds to 
Detroit. The convention voted its thanks for this large gift, 
the largest ever given to a Lutheran body, by a rising vote. 

The discussion of the memorials now commenced. The 
first proposition before the house was a motion brought in by 
Committce No.1 to raise the salaries of the professors at our 
institutions to a basic amount of $1,800. An animated discus- 
sion followed, the consensus of opinion being that this amount 
was far from excessive. The average salary of professors at 
this time is about $1,400, and the considerable increase in all 
living expenses has made a proportionate increase in salary 
necessary. While the matter was still under discussion, time for 
adjournment had come. 

Wednesday evening the commencement exercises of the 
Lutheran Institute for Deaf-mutes was held in Harmonie Hall. 
This institute cares for an average of 40 deaf-mutes. These 
stricken human beings, deprived of one of the five senses ordi- 
narily held necessary to independence, are so taught that they 
go forth prepared to cope with the world and able to develop 
their own spiritual resources. The aptness of the deaf students 
in doing work financially remunerative, and the treasures of 
reading and vocal instruction that they had absorbed, astonished 
and delighted the delegates, who, for years, have raised money 
to do this work, but who, for the most part, had never seen 


the results of their efforts. After seeing the practical good 
accomplished by this institution, the delegates were unan- 
imous in their determination that the institute would never 
lack for anything necdful that money or personal service could : 
supply. 

THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 17. 

The salaries of the professors at the colleges was again 
taken up. After a brief discussion it was resolved that the 
basic salary is to be $1,800. It is understood that from this 
average, or basic amount, the salaries are to be determined ac- 
cording to the specific nature of each case. The convention 
then approved, without debate, the suggestion of the committee 
that the salaries of the professors at Concordia Seminary, 
St. Louis, be increased by an amount equal to 25 per cent. of 
the present salaries. Assistant professors at our colleges are 
to begin with a basic salary of $900. They now receive an 
average of $600. The General President’s salary was set at 
$4,000 and free residence, and he was instructed to employ at 


_synodical expense such office help as he needs. 


The result of olection of General President was now an- 
nounced. President Pfotenhauer was reelected by a very large 
majority on the first ballot. The election was made unanimous. 

The annual tabulated report on the educational institutions 
shall be compiled by the statistician instead of by the Board 
of Control as heretofore. 

The local college boards shall be permitted in special cases 
to retain assistant instructors one or two years longer than 
heretofore. If this involves a raise in salary, the local college 
board shall fix the salary in conjunction with the Board of 
Control. 

The cost of heating our educational institutions and, in 
the case of the normal schools, the electric power for the organs 
shall hereafter be defrayed out of the Synodical Treasury, and 
not by the maintenance fund of the institutions. A certain 
territory shall be assigned to each institution by the Board of 
Control from which gifts in money and produce may be solicited 
for the institution. | ; 

Twenty-two pastors and six teachers were received into 
membership of Synod. 

Dr. F. Pieper of St. Louis began the reading of a disser- 
tation on “The Christian Emphasis on the Life Hereafter.” On 
five convention days the reading of this paper occupied the half- 
hour from 11 to 11.30, the Doctor enlarging on the following 
five points: — 

‘1. The modern social aspect of Christianity as contrasted 
with the otherworldliness of true Christianity. ‘ ) 

2. The Christianity is the religion of the beyond, yet exer- 
cises the greatest influence upon the present. 

8. The otherworldliness of the Christian religion and the 
missionary activity of the Church. 

4, The otherworldliness of the Christian religion and the 
Christian ministry. 

5. Keeping up the connection between this world and 
the next. 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON. 
"In regard to college libraries it was resolved: — 

That the students be granted access also to the professors’ 
library ; 

That provision be made for a wider use of the St. Louis 
Seminary library on the part of the pastors; 

That the libraries of our normal schools be recommended 
to our teachers for diligent use; 

That Synod make more adequate appropriations for the 
libraries of its educational institutions. The institutions at 
St. Louis, Springfield, River Forest, Seward, Fort Wayne, Mil- 
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waukee, St. Paul, Bronxville, and Winfield shall receive an ad- 
ditional sum of $100 each annually; appropriations of $50 
annually were made for Conover, and $75 each for Oakland, 
Portland, and Porto Alegre. 

The courses in St. Louis and Springfield shall be shaped in 
such a manner that graduates will be entitled to a teacher’s 
certificate, as required by many States for teachers of parish 
schools. 

In regard to our colleges it was further resolved that the 
eighth grade of the elementary school or its equivalent be the 
entrance requirement for admission. Those who cannot mect 
this requirement shall enter a preparatory class, for which an 
experienced teacher shall be engaged. 

The Laymen’s League gift of $2,050,095.25 was accepted by 
formal resolution, the purpose and administration of the fund 
being provided for in accordance with the suggestions made by 
the League, to wit: — 

The capital fund may be increased, but it must never be 
reduced or disposed of. 

The proceeds must always be used for the care of our 


“Veterans of the Cross” in the manner adopted by Synod for. 


this purpose, and must not be used for any other purpose. 

The control of the permanent capital of this Endowment 
Fund — meaning the manner of investing and safeguarding it 
— is to remain with Synod acting through a Special Board. 

The control of the proceeds of this permanent capital is 
to remain with Synod acting through the Board having such 
matters in charge. ; 

The Special Board mentioned above shall consist of — 

The General President of Synod; 
The General Treasurer of Synod; 
The General Seerctary of Synod; 
The President of the L. L. L.; 
The Treasurer of the L. L. L.; 
Two other members of the L. L. L. 

The last two members are to be selected by the first five, 
the permanent members of the Board. At all times the majority 
of the board shall consist of laymen of the Missouri Synod. 

The Special Board is to select its own chairman, may 
appoint an Executive Committee of three, if it seems desirable, 
and shall itself make the rules to govern its actions. | 

The fund is to be deposited in one or more banks, trust 
companies, or safety deposit vaults to be selected by the Special 
Board, and is to be surrounded by the proper safeguards. 

The representation of the Lengue upon the board was made 
subject to the condition: “As long as the L. L. L. exists and 
maintains its singular purpose of aiding Synod with word and 
deed in business and financial matters.” 

The preliminary ballot on vice-presidents was announced as 
follows: Rev. Fr. Brand, 276; Rev. H. P. Eckhardt, 202; Rey. J. 
Miller, 276; Rev. J. H. C. Fritz, 218. 


TEACHERS’ CONFERENCE, THURSDAY EVENING. 


On Thursday evening, June 17, the teachers attending the 
convention at Detroit met in special conference. Prof. O. F. 
Rusch of River Forest was elected president and Teacher Theo. 
Breihan seeretary. Prof. Alb. Miller of River Forest Seminary 
reported that our Teachers’ Seminary is being recognized by the 
educational authorities of Illinois and Chicago as a junior 
college. 

The question whether the official name of the teachers 
should be changed in the Lutheran Annual to that of “assistant 
of the pastor’ was discussed, and the opinion was voiced that, 
although they should, indeed, regard their calling as divinely or- 
dained, yet their title should remain “teacher,” as more partic- 
ularly descriptive of their task. 
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The question whether the publication of the Schulblaté 
should be continued was most emphatically answered in the 


' affirmative, those present pledging themselves to aid in increas- 


ing the list of subscribers. 

Towards the close of its first session the conference con- 
sidered the question of a ladies’ seminary. A paper prepared on 
this topic by the Supervisor of Schools of the Central District, 
Mr. A. C. Stellhorn, suggested the advisability of instituting 
a short course for male teachers, instead of establishing a ladies’ 
seminary, to relieve the present shortage of teachers. 

The paper stated the following in part: Teachers are greatly 
in demand, and our school system is suffering for the want of 
them. A number of female teachers are now engaged as tem- 
porary assistants in our schools, most of them without previous 
adequate training, but under the supervision and guidance of 
teachers and pastors. Our school work is distinctly different 
from that of the public schools, its main mission being to preach 
the Gospel of Christ, and to bring the children up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord, and it would be a decided mistake 
to decrease the number of regular male teachers by preparing 
female teachers to tako their places. Since it costs as much to 
educate a female as it does to educate. a male teacher, whilo 
there is a notable difference in the length and character of ser- 
vice rendered Synod, a ladies’ seminary instituted for this pur- 
pose would be a mistake even from a financial standpoint. 

Since male teachers usually have families to support, and 
for this reason must make greater financial demands on con- 
gregations than females, they will be unable to compete with the 
latter in this respect, and would naturally be lost to the schools. 

All in all, it was pointed out, what we necd is more boys for 
our colleges, not girls, and we must get these boys, at least a 


‘number of them, into the field as soon as possible. We should 


follow the precedent that Synod set when instituting a practical 
theological seminary to meet a shortage of pastors, with the 
exception that no additional institution would be erected at an 
enormous expense, but a short course given at our present 
teachers’ seminaries. : 

The paper was enthusiastically received by those present, : 
and referred to the proper synodical committee as conveying 
the sentiment of conference in this matter. 

Since other important questions were still before the con- 
ference, it was resolved to have another meeting on Monday 
evening, June 21, and the conference adjourned at 11 p. mM. with 
the Lord’s Prayer. 


FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 18. 


The greater part of the morning was given over to a dis- 
cussion of the Survey Committce’s recommendations concerning 
Concordia Seminary at St. Louis. It was resolved to build an- 
entirely new plant, removing the institution to some other suit- 
able site. For the erection of the new group of buildings, which 
is to consist of an administration building, a dormitory with a 
capacity for 400 students, a dining-hall, and twelve professors’ 
dwellings, the sum of $1,000,000 was suggested by the committee 
reporting on the Survey report. After only five minutes’ dis- 
cussion, without debate, it was resolved without one dissenting 
vote that this sum be expended upon the new St. Louis Con- 
cordia. But the matter of location was still to be decided upon. 
In the name of the Chicago Conference, Rev. Paul Sauer 
pledged an amount which would be sufficient to purchase a suit- 
able site in or near that city. A long debate ensued, and for the 
first time the threc-minute-limit rule was adopted. Mr. A. G. 
Brauer announced that the St. Louis congregations had gathered 
pledges to the amount of $75,000 for the purchase of a site, and 
that a plot of ground from thirty to forty acres in extent, and 
well located, might be secured in the vicinity of St. Louis. Thé 
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argument was mainly directed against the “hot climate” of 
St. Louis. On the other hand, it was pointed out by the spon- 
sors for the St. Louis location that St. Louis is the historic city, 
our Synod being identified the world over in a peculiar manner 
with the city on the Mississippi; that the hot season coincides 
with the months of summer vacation; that the surrounding 
country offers a great choice of fine sites; that the charter given 
our institution by the State of Missouri is a valuable asset, as it 
is irrevocable and unlimited; and that the faculty of necessity 
must reside near the Publishing House of our Synod. 


Meanwhile the vote for Vice-Presidents had been taken. 
The result as announced was: Rev. Fr. Brand, 333; Rev. J. W. 
Miller, 279; Rev. H. P. Eckhardt, 225; Rev. J. H. C. Fritz, 214; 
other candidates, scattering. Final balloting was then called 
for to decide the order in which these Vice-Presidents- elect 
should bear the titles First, Second, Third, and Fourth. 


The time for the noon intermission was at hand. 


FRIDAY AFTERNOON. 


In a memorial addressed to the convention by the pastors 
and lay delegates of the Western District, Synod was requested 
to release Vice-President-elect Fritz from this office. The main 
reasons given were the recent election of Rev. Fritz to the Dis- 
trict Presidency, the importance of retaining his services on the 
boards of Concordia Seminary and St. Paul’s College, and the 
intimate acquaintance of Kev. Fritz with the missionary work 
of the Western District. It was resolved to grant the petition, 
and Rev. G. A. Bernthal, who had received the next highest 
number of votes, was thereby made a member of the College of 
Vice-Presidents. 

Many constitutional matters were decided. The full text of 
the By-Laws, as amended by these resolutions, will be reprinted 
in our paper in a future issue. 


The St. Louis Seminary matter was again taken up. The 
debate was long, though throughout the best of fecling was 
manifested, and speakers were again limited to three minutes. 
Finally the vote was taken. It was resolved, by an almost unan- 
‘imous vote to leave the Seminary in St. Louis. So-this great 
question was settled. 

The final balloting on Vice-Presidents was now completed, 
and the tellers announced the following results: Rev. Brand, 
First Vice-President; Rev. Miller, Second; Rev. Bernthal, 
Third; Rev. Eckhardt, Fourth. 


‘Discussion of the Educational Survey Report was con- 
tinued. The Board of Survey had suggested that an extra 
elective year be added in St. Louis, in order to enable students, 
if they so chose, to continue their studies for another year at 
our institution, instead of taking their postgraduate work or 
special studics in some university. The committee had reported 
adversely on this suggestion, and a lively discussion ensued, a 
two-minute limit being placed on all speeches. The committee 
report was based on the assumption that present facilities at 
St. Louis are inadequate for special or advanced classes, and 
that an additional elective year ought to be added after the new 
plant is in operation. It was argued by the supporters of the 
Survey motion that the addition of a new elective class for 
graduates from the regular three-year course is feasible, since the 
added space for the prospective small number so to be enrolled 
was available; that it is not only desirable, but quite necessary 
since the demand for such advanced work had been repeatedly 
voiced by recent graduates, and since the alternative of con- 
tinuing their studies at a university was one which might be 
looked upon with some apprehension on account of the spirit 
prevailing at the secular schools. An opportunity at least ought 
to be given to those desiring a course in advanced work at our 
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own Seminary. The motion to sustain the Survey report finally 
prevailed by unanimous resolution. | 

The committee which had deliberated on the work of the 
Juvenile Literature Board reported. It approved of the work of 
the Board, recommended its book-lists to all members of Synod, 
and suggested the purchase of books from these lists in large 
quantities for parochial, Sunday-school, and young people’s 
socicty libraries. It was resolved to appoint a Committee on 
Young People’s Work, which is to advise on young pcople’s 
socicty activitics and to foster their. work. 


FRIDAY EVENING. 


‘Divine services were held in St. Peter’s Church (sermon by 
Rev. J. Wohlfcil), Immanuel Church (sermon by Rev. A. von 
Schlichten), and St. Andrew's Church (Rev. F. Schumm). 


SATURDAY MORNING, JUNE 19. 


A number of constitutional provisions were adopted. The 
present Allgemeine Aufsichtsbehoerde (Board of Control) was 
dissolved and its duties incorporated with those of the Board of 
Directors. 

Consideration of the Survey Commission’s report was con- 
tinued. It was resolved that in the principal departments at 
Concordia Seminary: Dogmatics, Exegesis, Homiletics, and 
Catechetics, a division of classes take place. Resolved, also, to 
elect four new professors for Concordia Seminary. Resolved 
that one member of the faculty at Concordia Seminary be given 
the office of Dean. His duties shall be the registering of the 
students, the supervision of the students while at the Seminary, 
the correspondence regarding supply students (vicars), the man- 
agement of the indigent students’ treasury, and a number of 
other functions outlined in a set of instructions submitted to 
the convention and accepted by the same. The Dean is to be 
chosen either from among the present members of the faculty 
or from the four new members added to the faculty by the above 
resolution. 

It was resolved that a course in missionary method be i in- 
corporated in the curriculum, both in the regular lectures on 
pastoral theology and in a special course of lectures, some to be 
given by pastors in the active ministry. 

Resolved that the students devote more time to collateral 
reading under the guidance of the professors. 

Resolved that, wherever possible, printed manuals be panor 
duced in the Seminary classes instead of dictation. 

The Committee on Intersynodical Matters reported that our 
committee and the committee of the Wisconsin Synod has since 
1918 carried on doctrinal discussions with committees of the 
Ohio Synod and of the Iowa Synod, and that agreement in the 
doctrine of conversion had been reached. This report was re- 
ceived with joy, and it was voted that the discussions be con- 
tinued on such other points of doctrine as are still in controversy. 

The report of the Committee on Board of Support was 
adopted. It provides for a retention of the old method of 
support, the treasury of the Board being amplified by the pro- 
ceeds of the L. L. L. Fund, supplemented by other donations, 
collections, and legacies. The so-called pension plan submitted 


. by the Board was referred to the various conferences and Dis- 


trict Synods for discussion. The request of the Board to put 
its charges under the subcommittee of the respective districts 
was authorized, and the Board was instructed to grant support 
also to the servants of the Church who are employed by chari- 
table and missionary organizations and who are advisory mem- 
bers of a district. The:issuance of annuity bonds was authorized, 
the donors of larger amounts to the Board drawing income from 
the same during their lifetime. The report of the treasurer 
of the Board of Support was read and adopted. 
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There were no sessions on Saturday afternoon. Many 
delegates, however, sat in committees both afternoon and even- 
ing, discussing the memorials and overtures assigned to them, 
and preparing their reports for the coming week. 


SUNDAY, JUNE 20. 


By request of the General President, the morning services 
partook of the nature of a missionary service, the pulpits in 
our 35 Detroit churches being filled by visiting pastors. 

In the afternoon a great missionary rally was held at The 
Arena. The speakers were the Revs. C. Dietz of Milwaukee, 
H. Eckhardt of Pittsburgh, C. Schmidt of Chicago, R. Kretzsch- 
mar of St. Louis, and A. Daniel and F. Sattelmeier of Detroit. 
The hall seats 8,000, and it was crowded to the doors. 


MONDAY MORNING, JUNE 21. 

Committee 1 reporting, recommended that students at our 
Seminary be encouraged to do independent work. The recom- 
mendation was tabled. Recommendation that students at 
St. Louis be prohibited from working in secular occupations 
during the lecture session was adopted. Resolved to urge the 
faculty at St. Louis to make adequate provision for those stu- 
dents who cannot follow German lectures with profit. The 
recommendation to surrender to Holy Cross Church one or 
two feet along the alley dividing Synod’s property from that of 
Cross Church was referred back to the committee. Synod by 
resolution expressed the desire that the students at St. Louis 
assist in churches and schools where this is mecessary. It was 
resolved to extend the credit-system also to the St. Louis Sem- 
inary. 

Resolved to provide our colleges with the necessary labora- 
tories, stereopticons, and other helps for teaching; also, that the 
matter and manner of instruction be coordinated in related 
branches; also, that in the ancient languages more reading and 
more written and oral work be required in English and German; 
also, that students who fail in Prima either repeat the class 
or obtain the necessary credits before being admitted to the 
St. Louis Seminary. 

Regarding the teachers’ seminaries, it was resolved to make 
the eighth grade the entrance requirement and to provide a 
special class for students who are not sufficiently prepared; 
further, resolved not to institute correspondence courses, but to 
arrange for summer courses.- — 

The question of providing for a Board of Education was 
referred to a committee to be appointed by the President with 
instructions to consider the matter and to report at the next 
session. ‘ 

The vote on the suggestion to inaugurate an annual Syn- 
odical Sunday was postponed. 

Committee 2 reported on various constitutional matters. 
Resolved that no salaried officer of Synod, excepting the Presi- 
dent and the Treasurer, may be a member of the Board of 
Directors. The Board of Directors was authorized to draw on 
the Synodical Treasury for necessary expenses. Provision was 
made for appeals from any decision of the Board of Directors to 
Synod. 

Lhe synodical districts are to regulate the number of meet- 
ings to be held by the pastoral conferences. 

The Committee on Nominations was directed to propose 
candidates for the Board of Directors and to increase the Board 
for Home Missions from three to five. members, said board to 
consist of three pastors and two laymen. 


MONDAY AFTERNOON. 


- After the opening devotion the convention immediately 
proceeded to business, since the minutes of the morning session 
were not ready for presentation. Committee 8 on Deaf-mute 
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and Jewish Missions brought in its report. On 55 rasan 
it was resolved to increase the salaries of all peas 
a minimum of $100 per month and free dwelling s to ser Se 
congregations of the resolution to lift one offering a. ae or ; “ 
treasury; and to permit one of the missionaries to address the 
oe regard to the Jewish Mission the committee recom- 
mended that, owing to the small result and the bitter enmity 
encountered in New York, the Commission consult whether it is 
profitable to locate the mission elsewhére. Should the mission 
remain in New York, the committee recommended the purchase 
of a house for the missionary at a cost not exceeding $8,000 * 
also recommended that the Commission be authorized to solicit 
donations for their work in our church-papers. All these recom- 
mendations were adopted. The treasurer’s report for this 
mission was also read and adopted. 

Committee 9, on Indian Mission, reported. On recommen- 
dation Synod sanctioned the beginning of the erection of a new 
building at Red Springs, and appropriated $1,000 for a chapel 
at Morgan Siding. It was resolved to encourage our missionary 
to hold the field at Newport. It was pointed out that no recom- 
mendation could be made on the proposed action of entoring a 
new ficld at White Earth Reservation since detailed information 
was lacking. It was further resolved to urge all congregations 
that have not contributed to this treasury to do so, also to 
appropriate the sum of $15,000 per annum, and to grant per- 
mission to borrow the money necessary for the final payments 
on the new building, and to repay said loan in instalments of 
$2,000 annually. Unfortunately, the treasurer’s report was not 
presented. . ; 

Regarding the Lithuanian Mission, the committee recom- 


‘mended that the report, which was omitted from the report of 


three years ago, be inserted this year. This matter was left to 
the discretion of the Secretary. It was resolved to .table the 
proposition of publishing missionary leaflets. The Lithuanian 
catechism was ordered published, likewise a Lettish paper con- 
taining parts of the Catechism and Bible histories. The sug- 
gestion to publish a Polish hymnal in Latin letters was declined. - 
The Board of Immigrant Mission was encouraged to call a mis- 
slonary to reccive the foreign-tongue immigrants and to direct 
them.. 

The Committee on Foreign Missions also reported. On their 
recommendation it was resolved to appoint a committee to appear 


before the British Government and urge the admission of mis- 


sionaries to India. ‘ Resolved also to merge the treasuries for 
the India and China missions. It was recommended that a 
General Secretary be employed, but the vote was deferred until 
all committees desiring a field secretary had conferred. It was 
again resolved that a course in the history of missions and 
missionary methods be arranged in seminaries, and also to pub- 
lish more missionary material in the Intheraner and WItNEss, 
and, if necessary, to issue ‘supplements from time to time, but 
The representati 
of the Norwegian Synod of the Evangelical atleens = a 
is to be considered an extraneous member ,of the commission 
Dr. S. Ylvisaker, who represented the Norwegian Synod wes 
thereupon given the floor, and he addressed a few words of gradi: 
ing to the Synod. Hereupon it was resolved to extend our gYreet- 
ings to the Norwegian Synod through Dr. Ylvisaker. 


An overture was presented which recommended the specific 
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_ mention of the lodge in the Synodical Constitution. The com- 
mittee’s opinion that the lodge is included in the terms which 
prohibit unionism (“IXirchen- und Glaubensmengerei”) was ac- 
cepted by vote of the convention. 

The thanks of the convention were voted to Professor L. 
Fuerbringer, President J. H. C. Fritz, and Mr. J. W. Boehne, 
the committee which had worked out the body of By-Laws. 
A committee which is to prepare an authentic English text of 
Constitution and By-Laws is to be appointed by President Pfo- 
tenhaucr. 

The motion that our Synod be incorporated in a number 


of other States, in addition to the charter given by the State of | 


Missouri, was referred to the Board of Directors. 

The Election Committee submitted the names of various 
candidates for nomination. A number of pastors and teachers 
were received into membership. 


TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE 22. 

The Committee on Parochial Schools reported. Summariz- 
ing the various overtures before Synod which request the estab- 
lishment of a Central Bureau for parish schools, the committee 
recommended to the convention that a Central Board of Super- 
vision be elected, to consist of seven persons: two pastors, two 
teachers, and three laymen, of which one is to be an attorney. 
This committee is to make a survey of our schools, keep on 
file statistical and other data, study the methods, and kcep them- 
selves inforined on the activities of those who are opposing our 
schools, disseminate information, and aid by suggestion and 
counsel the various districts and their congregations. ‘I'he 
central office is to maintain the services of a General Secretary. 
Lhe discussion of the report continued throughout the greater 
part of the morning seasion. ‘I'here was no debate, properly 
speaking, but it seemed as if the pent-up feeling of the delegates, 
renlizing the supreme crisis which has come over Synod’s system 
of day-schools, found expression in this flow of speeches. Vice- 
President Miller quoted Luther’s saying: “Satan has never been 
able to deprive the Church of that which the Church was not 
willing to be deprived of.” Prof. Fuerbringer stated the various 
rensous which might have entered as factors into the sad record 
of the past three years, when no less than 500 schools were lost 
to our Synod: the enmity of the world, legislation adverse to 
our schools (cffective especially where pastors were teaching in 
our schools), and, above all, the lack of teachers which has so 
alarmingly developed. Director Kohn pointed out the gracious 
leadings of God, who has during the recent past illustrated 
among us the truth that He can turn evil into good. Through 
the loss of our seminary building at River Forest by fire, through 
the afflictions that came upon us during the World War, and 
through the present perils and losses, He would lead us more 
fully to appreciate the treasure which we possess in our parochial 
schools. The enthusiasm for the preservation and advancement 
of our schools displayed in the addresses made on this memorable 
morning was sufficient evidence that the afilictions of the recent 
past had indeed, as Director Kohn pointed out, far from dis- 
couraging our pepple, imbued them with a new resolve to uphold 
our schools and to regain the losses of the past. Although the 
three-minute rule had been adopted, the convention time and 
again demanded that the speakers proceed and give full ex- 
pression to those sentiments of high endeavor which seemed to 
fill the hearts of all present. 

No one will so soon forget the address by Rev. Frincke, who 
is directing the fight for our schools in the State of Michigan, 
and his appeal for the supplication and support of the brethren 
everywhere. The keynote of his speech was that Michigan was 
in reality the battleground for the school system of our entire 
Synod. Michigan’s victory would be our victory, whereas failure 


in, Michigan would make it doubly dificult for our people to 
defend their schools successfully in other States. 

Lhe Nomination Committee reported on its work. No less 
than 150 candidates were submitted for various offices. The list 
was approved with some alterations and additions, and was sent 
on its‘way to the printer. 


TUESDAY AFTERNOON. 


After the minutes of the morning session had been read and 
adopted, Cornmittee 10 was given the floor to bring in its recom- 
mendation on the question which had referred back on the 
day before. The committee recommended that a General Secre- 
tary for Foreign Missions be called. It was resolved to create 
this office, and the report thereupon was adopted as a whole. 

The committee appointed to report on Home Missions in 
Foreign Countries was then given the floor. On recommendation 
ot the committee, Synod granted President Mueller of the Brazil 
District permission to address the convention. In his address | 
President Mueller set forth the wonderful missionary oppor- 
tunities which Brazil offers both amqng the German immigrants 
and among the native Brazilians. It was resolved that the 
minimum salary of a missionary in Brazil be fixed at $800, the 
exact amount to be determined in the individual cases by the 
Board of Home Missions in Foreign Countries and by the Board 
of the Brazil District. Resolved that Synod demand a yearly 
complete parochial report, that Synod support the position of 
the Board in refusing traveling expenses to those who leave 
Brazil without the consent of the local officials, also that no 
calls be extended to such; that we recognize with gratefulness 
toward God the fact that He has opened for-us a door among 
the Luso-Brazilians, and recommended a wide dissemination of 
the Kirchenblatt fuer Suedamerika; that a member of the Board 
visit South America every three years. 

With respect to the Argentine Republic, it was resolved to 
voice our joy over the progress of the mission-work, and to ex- 
press regret that under existing laws our congregations there 
could no longer organize parish schools. 

With respect to Alsace, it was resolved that our Board be 
encouraged to do all they can for our mission in Alsace. 

With respect to the work in Germany, the committee re- 
ported that it had examined the work of the Schriftenverein. - 
On recommendation it was resolved to instruct our Board to 
seck ways and means for disseminating our publications in 
Europe; to approve the action of the Board in sending a com- 
mittee to Europe; that Synod express its thanks to this com- 
mittee for the sacrifice they brought; that special thanks be 
voted to Mr. Schlake, who defrayed his personal expenses, which 
approximated $900. Report of Committee 7 was adopted as 
a whole. 

The report of Committee 11 was received. It was resolved 
to approve the sale of the Pilgerhaus in New York. 

It was further resolved to divide the recommendation con- 
cerning the Seamen’s Mission. The first part of the recom- 
mendation that Synod assume the Seamen’s Mission in New 
York was ‘adopted. The second part, that Rev. Pinkert be called 
a3 missionary, was tabled, since it is not custom of Synod to 
appoint ministers to any positions. Resolved to put the Sea- 
men’s Mission undor the supervision of the Immigrant Mission. 
Resolved also to make arrangements for carrying on immigrant 
mission in Brazil in case immigration to South America should © 
become heavy. 

Committee 6 reported, and on recommendation it was re- 


‘ solved to enroll the names of returned missionaries from foreign 


lands on the list ‘of candidates for the ministry in order to 
supply them with calls as soon as possible. 


o 
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On recommendation it was resolved to urge the congrega- 
tions to support the Church Extension Fund by offerings, lega- 
cies, etc. The recommendation providing for separate incorpo- 
ration of the Church Extension Board was tabled. 

The rules governing loans were read. Discussion was 
opened. Speakers were limited to one minute. Time having ex- 
pired, further debate and vote were postponed. 

Committee I reported on the institution at Concordia. 
Owing to the condition of the soil, lack of sewer facilities, and 
the almost total lack of fire protection, the committee recom- 
mended that the request to keep the college at Concordia three 
years longer be not granted. Statements were submitted from 
Mr. Robert Knight, Deputy Commissioner of Buildings of the 
City of Chicago, and from Mr. Matt. S. Shinnick, Super- 
intendent of Buildings of Kansas City, Mo., who had at the 
request of the Board of Control jointly with Mr. Horst in- 
spected the building during the month of February of this year. 
Both these gentlemen, who were referred to as authorities of the 
first rank, express the opinion that thé subsidence in the walls 
of the structure is due to a soil disturbance. “The design ‘of 
the building and the foundation was adequate,” says Mr. Shin- 
nick, “and sufficient for ordinary soil, but the nature of the 
soil sustaining the building is such that the footings should 
have been double the width and in my opinion reenforced.” It 
seems that the soil at this point is composed of very porous earth, 
and this dried out, the shrinkage causing the foundation to tilt 
outwards, with the result that the walls cracked and likewise 
departed from the perpendicular. While the pillars and braces 
which had at various times been added to the structure served 
their purpose so that there is no immediate danger of collapse, 
yet it is the opinion of these experts that the foundation footings 
must be practically rebuilt aud made at least five feet wide in- 
stead of three, as at present, an operation of which the cost is 
estimated at $15,000. 

The committee report called forth an animated discussion, 
and the speakers were limited to:three minutes. Time having 
expired, debate and action were postponed. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 23. 

After the opening devotion, Committee 1 was given the 
floor, and the discussion of the future of St.~Paul’s College at 
Concordia was continued. After considerable debate it was by 
a large majority decided not to continue the institution at Con- 
cordia, Mo., another three years. It was resolved to repair the 
present buildings so far as necessary. The removal of the college 
to a place where there would be (a) better sanitary ,conditions, 
(b) better railroad connections, (c) more room for expansion, 
was freely discussed. In the end the convention voted to appoint 
a commission of five members, empowered to buy property in 
another location and to put up buildings. The necessary amount 
is to be collected in the territory tributary to the college, and 
any additional sums necessary shall be supplied by Synod on 
recommendation of the Board of Directors. 

The suggestion that the schools at Concordia and Seward 
be united into one institution, possibly at Lincoln, Nebr., was 
tabled. 

With regard to the Seminary at Seward it was resolved to 
appropriate $5,000 for teaching helps, $1,000 for two pianos, 
$3,500 for a pipe organ, and finally $100,000 for the first unit 
of the dormitory for 96 students, provided that the Nebraska 
District secures the adjoining tract of six and one-half acres. 
At the same time the local board was instructed to have College 
Avenue closed. The cost of repairs and heating is to be included 
in the appropriation of $100,000. ‘This large appropriation was 
made without a dissenting vote. 

Further resolved to authorize the calling of a man ex- 
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' fessors’ dwellings with electric light; 


perienced in school-work for the preparatory —_ ae same 
was resolved in regard to the Seminary at River ores 
The sum of $5,000 was appropriated for the River Forest 


r a laboratory. Resolved to permit the local board 


Seminary fo same can-be pro- 


to erect a gymnasium, if the funds for the 


ed by private subscription. . 
™ Sarma Seminary, St. Louis. Resolved to accept with 


thanks the $75,000 offered by the congregations of St. at and 
vicinity for a site for the new group of seminary buildings, 
Should the sum not suffice to procure a proper site, the Board 
of Directors is to act for the best interests of Synod. 7 

Bronxville. Resolved to authorize the calling of an addi- 
tional professor on account of the failing health of Prof. J. A. 
Schwoy; to refer the matter of incorporation for. the purpose 
of tax exemption of the professors’ dwellings to the Board of 
Directors with power to act; to authorize the erection of a suit- 
able dwelling for President Geo. A. Romoser. 

Dr. Pieper read the last instalment of his paper, “The 
Christian and the Future Life.’ By resolution, Dr. Pieper’s 
lectures will be printed in tract form, both in German and 
English. A rising vote of thanks was extended to the venerable 
Doctor for his instructive and edifying paper. 


WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, 


Winfield. Resolved to extend the thanks of Synod for the 
valuable tract of real estate presented to the College by laymen 
of the Kansas and Texas Districts. The erection of a dwelling 
for the director, expense of which exceeded appropriations, was 
sanctioned. It was resolved to erect residences for three pro- 
fessors on the presented site. The request of the local board 
for a new hospital was tabled. Synod expressed its thanks to 
Mr. H. Struebing for superintending the building of two pro- 
fessors’ houses at a great saving to Synod. 

Fort Wayne. Resolved to:authorize three additional pro- 
fessorships at Fort Wayne; to refer the committee’s reeommen- 
dations that Prof. Schnedler fill one of these professorships to 
the Electoral College of the institution 3 to erect two residences 
for professors; to extend a vote of thanks to the friends of the 
institution who erected a cement wall and ornamental gate on 
the north boundary of the property at a cost of $3,000. 

Milwaukee. Resolved to grant the request of the local board 
for a central heating-plant and to appropriate $10,500 for same. 
As the need is an urgent one, it was resolved to exempt this 
appropriation from the so-called two-thirds rule. 

Concordia College, St. Paul. Resolved to equip the pro- 
to appropriate a sum not 
to exceed $3,000 for grading the newly acquired tract of 
15 acres; to authorize the installation of a central heating-plant 
at such a time as shall be deemed advisable by the Board of 
Directors. The substance of the agreement with the Norwegian 
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church which maintains 
a professor at St. Paul, and in return is privilezed to have its 
boys prepare for the ministry under the same conditions given 
those from our congregations, was briefly set forth and spread 
on the minutes of this convention. 

Canada. 


action, was postponed, _ 


Committee 15, having under consideration the recommenda- 


‘tions of the Lutheran Laymen’s League, was given the floor 


It was resolved to add to the 


Visiting Circuits a Distri 
Synodical organizati on and + istrict and 


introduce the proposed five forms 
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for reporting. These forms had been worked out by Mr. Albert : 


H. Ahlbrand in conjunction with Mr. Th. Lamprecht and Mr. A. 
G. Brauer. The plan provided for is a logical outgrowth of the 
resolution which Synod adopted in 1917 with reference to our 
system of raising moncys for synodical purposes. These “Lay 
Delegates’ Resolutions” provide for organizations of lay dele- 
gates according to the official Visiting Circuits. The delegates 
selected by the individual congregations are to meet at the call 
of the official visiting pastor os soon after the New Year as 
possible, and are to organize properly. Each delegate is to sub- 
mit a report showing the contributions made by his congregation 
for the past. year for all synodical purposes. These reports are 
then to be discussed with a view of increasing contributions 
where the report shows that a congregation has not done its full 
share according to the budget of the Synod. To make these 
organizations of laymen more efficient, the Laymen’s League now 
recommended that the Organization of Laymen according to Vis- 
iting Circuits be extended, by forming District Organizations. 
Each Visiting Circuit Organization is to select one delegate to 
the District Organization. These delegates are to meet at the 
same place and time that their respective districts meet, and are 
to organize under the direction of the District President. Each 
delegate is to submit a report from his respective circuit, show- 
ing the contributions of each congregation. These reports are 
then to be discussed with a view of increasing contributions 
where the report shows a circuit has not done its full share. 


_ This organization is then to be further extended by effect- 
ing a Synod Organization. Each District Organization is to 
select a delegate to the Synod Organization. This Synod Organ- 
ization is to meet at the same time and place that the Delegate 
Synod convenes. They are to organize under the direction of 
the President of the Synod. Each delegate is to submit a report 
showing the contributions from his respective District as a unit. 
These reports are then to be entered on the Synod Report Form. 
At this meeting the District Reports are to be discussed by the 
Organization, with a view of having every District do its full 
share according to the quota established. 

That there may be uniformity in the reports submitted by 
the various organizations, and to assist all congregations in prop- 
erly supporting every Synodical Treasury in a systematic man- 
ner, and provide a way so that the synodical officials may check 
up the contributions of the entire District and eventually every 
congregation, the Laymen’s League further recommended that 
a set of blank forms be adopted as per copies submitted to each 
delegate in attendance at the Convention. 

Form No.1 is to be used by the local pastor for making all 
entries of contributions for outside purposes, giving the date of 
such contributions, and placing the amount in the respective 
column under the name of the fund for which the contribution 
is intended. By using this sheet as his entire record of con- 
tributions, he can see at a glance what treasury is short, and 
can readily arrange collections for such treasury. ~ 

Form No. 2 is the congregation’s report, which is to be sub- 
mitted by its delegate to the Circuit Organization. 

Form No. 3 is to be used by the secretary of the Visiting 
Circuit Organization for tabulating the total contributions from 
each congregation as shown on the congregation Delegate’s Re- 
port. <A copy of this tabulated report is to be furnished to the 
visiting pastor, together with a copy of each individual congre- 
gation’s report. The delegate to the District Organization is 
also to be furnished a copy of this tabulated report. 

Form No. 4 is to be used by the secretary of the District 
Organization to tabulate the sums contributed by each Visiting 
Circuit Organization as a unit. A copy of this tabulated report, 
together with a copy of each Circuit Report, is to be furnished 


to the District President. The delegate to the Synod Organiza- 
tion is also to be furnished a copy of this report. 

Form No.5 is to be used by the secretary of the Synod 
Organization to tabulate the sums contributed by the District 
Organizations as a unit. Both the President of the Synod and 
the Financial Manager are to be supplied with a copy of this 
tabulated report, as well as with a copy of cach District Report. 

Mr. Ahlbrand explained the plan in detail to the convention, 
and a long discussion ensued, during which speakers were again 
limited by unanimous vote of the convention to two minutes. 
The resolution finally carried by a large majority. 

The Nomination Committee made its final report, and the 
ballot was read. The ballot-sheets (about two feet. square) were 
then passed out to the voters in the convention, with instruc- 
tions to mark them and return them immediately after the open- 
ing of the Thursday sessions. 


THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 24. 


The following plan for the advancement of the work of 
Home Missions was adopted: — . 

1, The supervision of Home Mission work shall remain with 
the Synodical Districts. 

2. The Mission Board shall hereafter consist of five mem-. 
bers (three pastors and two laymen). This Board shall cause 
exact statistics to be gathered concerning the whole mission- 
work of all the districts. It shall keep itself informed about 
the missionary methods of the districts and be ready to aid 
District Boards with advice. ' 

3. The representatives of the District Boards for- Home 
Mission and the Church Extension Boards shall meet with the 
Home Mission Board at the time and place of the Delegate 
Synod and also during the two intervening years to confer about 
the whole mission-work in order to insure a proper coordination 
of the work of all the Districts. The meeting during the time 
of the Delegate Synod shall be held jointly with the com- 
mittee appointed to pass on the report of the Mission Board. 
In this meeting the sums necessary for this work, the method ‘of 
raising these funds, and the apportionment to the various Dis- 
tricts shall be discussed. ; 

4, The Districts shall also be asked to include their portion 
of the General Mission Board expenses in their budget; but the 
Home Mission Board shall be permitted to make special appeals 
for funds when necessary. 

5. The Boards of the theological seminaries shall be urged 
to institute special courses in missionary methods and history, 
and also to make provision for teaching Spanish. (This with 
special reference to work along the Mexican border.) 

6. Ihe Home Mission Board shall make provisions for the 
spiritual care of the Lutheran soldiers of the Mexican border 
through the Board of the Texas District. 

The organization of a Western Canada District, former 
a part of the-Minnesota District, was authorized. 

The Kansas District was divided into two districts in such 
a manner that Oklahoma and northern New Mexico remain with 
the Kansas District for the time being, and that Colorado to- 
gether with Utah form a new district. 

It shall be the duty of the various Mission Boards of Synod 
to issue missionary leaflets. These are to be sold at cost. Each 
Board may appoint a special editor for these leaflets. The Con- 
cordia Publishing ‘House is to publish these leaflets in uni- 
form size. : 

The sum of $105,000 required by the Home Mission Board 
shall be included in the budget for the Board with the proviso 
that it may be reduced or increased in the second and third year 
of the triennium as the necessity may appear. 
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The petition for the creation of a permanent Army and’ 


Navy Board was declined. 

Concerning the disposition to be made of the $300,000 which 
remain in the treasury of the Army and Navy Board, the Board 
suggested to Synod that this amount remain on deposit with the 
General Treasurer to be used as a capital working fund upon 
which he may draw to help out the various treasuries of Synod, 
the sums so withdrawn to revert to the fund when moneys are 
again available. A considerable discussion ensued during 
which Synod once more limited the speakers to two minutes. 
The report of Joint Committees 1, 6, and 15, that this $300,000 
go into the General Church Extension Board finally prevailed by 
2 unanimous vote, after it had been established that there are 
now before the Board petitions totaling $600,000 and represent- 
ing the needs of 40,000 souls. 

The Army and Navy Board submitted its financial report. 

The discharge of the Army and Navy Board was read in due 
legal form and was adopted. The Board was given a rising vote 
of thanks for its faithful and blessed labors. 

The duties of the Financial Secretary were discussed and 
the matter referred to committee for final draft. 

Resolved that the Financial Secretary publish the Budget 
of Synod by September 1 of each year. 

Resolved that the Board of Directors establish headquarters 
in a large city centrally located, and employ clerical help if 
necessary. 

The Board for Relief in Europe was heard and its report 
adopted. The Board requests that all who desire to send: food- 
stufls to friends in Europe send the money for such shipments 
to our Board, which is able to make shipments at advantageous 
terms. : 

Auditing matters took up half an hour. It developed that 
some Boards had failed to submit their accounts for audit, and 
these were requested to act in accordance with synodical reg- 
ulations. 

A vote of thanks was given Mr. Edmund Seuel, Treasurer 
of Synod and Manager of Concordia Publishing House, for 
efficient and faithful services rendered. 

. Resolved that out of the Synodical Treasury only such ex- 
penses and salaries be defrayed as are authorized by Synod. 

The report of the Board of Relief was read and accepted. 

The Committee on Parochial School Matters again reported, 
and its plan for the future administration of parochial school 
affairs was adopted. According to this plan, the School Board 
hereafter will be centralized and will consist of seven members: 
two clergymen, two teachers, and three laymen, of whom one 
shall be a lawyer. The functions of the Board were defined and 
the Board was authorized to employ a General Secretary, who 
shall devote his whole time to the cause of our parish schools 
under direction of the Board. The Board of Directors shall 
supply the necessary funds to the School Board. 

The Michigan District’s resolutions of protest against the 
Wayne County Civic Association were endorsed by the con- 
‘vention. The Wayne County Association is circulating a peti- 
tion which has the intent of abolishing all parochial schools. 
Against this activity the Michigan District passed resolutions, 
calling upon all patriotic citizens to defeat this amendment at 
the next election as contrary to the fundamental rights of par- 
ents and citizens. The resolution of protest was submitted’ to 
the convention, and on recommendation of the Committee, Synod 
adopted the following resolution: “We heartily endorse the 
protest of our Michigan District in behalf of its parochial 
schogls. We wish the brethren God-speed in their efforts to save 
their schools, and we assure them of our moral and financial 
support in this campaign for civil and religious rights.” 

The petition of Western Canada for a college was granted. 
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THURSDAY AFTERNOON. 


ing i to grectings 

lved to send letters of grecting in response 
Pe ie Dr. H. H. Walker and Vice-President Hilgen- 
dorf, and to ex-President Adam J. Detzer of the English District, 
ill in this city. 


Resolved to place the matter regarding the location of the 


institution in Western Canada into the hands of the a of 
Directors, and to appropriate the sum of $50,000 in additio to 
the sum which the brethren in Canada propose to raise. ‘This 
resolution was passed without debate by a unanimous vote. . 

The motion covering the incorporation of the Bronxville in- 
stitution, and that instructing the local board at Seward to have 
College Avenue closed by the local authorities were presented 
and adopted in English form. Resolved that a course of instruc- 
tion be worked out for our colleges by members of the faculties 
of colleges and seminaries together with the Survey Committee 
in which regard is had for the demands of various States for 
becoming accredited, and also to appropriate the necessary sums 
for equipment (laboratories, stereopticons, etc.). ae 

Resolved to introduce a classical high school course and 
scientific college course at our colleges. 

Resolved to permit the introduction of other courses, for 
example, a scientific course and modern language course, at our 
institutions at Bronxville and Fort Wayne. On this point there 
was a long debate. A motion to table was lost, and the resolution 
was then adopted. 

Resolved to increase the gratuities allowed to the Vice-Pres- 
idents from $100 to $200 per annum. 

With regard to the institution at Springfield, it was resolved 
to continue the institution as at present; to fix as the entrance 
requirements the equivalent of eighth-grade work; to add one 
year to the Pro-Seminary and grant one additional professor; 


to permit no preparatory class; and to appropriate the sum of . 


$5,650 for repairs. 
The unprinted memorial proposing that Springfield be made 
a classical institution was tabled on recommendation of the 


_ committee. 


The matter of providing a Board of Education and a Super- 
intendent for our higher institutions of learning was referred 
to o committee to report at the next Synod. 

The recommendation for systematic daily devotional reading 
of the Bible by our college students, and concerning public and 
private devotions, was adopted. 

With regard to Conover, resolved 
the erection of a professor’s dwelling, 
thanks the presentation of a site and 
of the institution. . 

Resolved to refer the request of the Oakland, Cal., 
for a music teacher to the local Board of Control. 

Porto Alegre, Brazil, South America. Resolved to recognize 
this institution as a synodical institution; to sanction the pur- 
chase of a ground and building for use as a seminary; to 
appropriate $35,000 for the purchase thereof, $15,000 for addi- 
tional buildings, this to include the $8,000 promised by the Dis- 
trict and the $5,000 to be realized from the sale of the old 
property; to exempt payment from the usual two-thirds rule; and 
to grant the request for a Portuguese teacher. President Mueller 
of the Brazil District gave details and showed that the promised 
$8,000 was a large sum when the financial resources of our Bra- 
zilian people are considered. 

On recommendation of Committee 1 it was furthermore re- 
solved — ' 

To have the chair appoint a committee composed of pastors 
teachers, and laymen to study the question of a Ladies’ Semina : 
and to make recommendations to the next Synod; also 7 


to appropriate money for 


College 


and to acknowledge with - 
building by local friends. 
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To permit the New York brothren to try out the plan of a 
Studienheim for St. Louis graduates who pursue university 
studics. . 

To surrender two fect of ground to Holy Cross Church, 
St. Louis, along the alley dividing the two properties; to make 
this a public alley and appropriate the needed land with the ex- 
pectation that Holy Cross Church will bear the expense; 

To empower the Board of Directors to sell, or otherwise dis- 
pose of, Synod’s Seminary property in St. Louis, as well as of 
Synod’s property in Concordia, Mo.; 

That the faculty at St. Louis, as well as the editor of the 
Witxess chosen for the English District, be held responsible for 
the doctrinal contents of the WITNESS. 

The report was thereupon adopted as a whole. 

Resolved that the increase voted in salaries take effect 
August 1, and to refer the incorporation of the Brazil District 
to the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Brazil. 


Report of Committee 14 was then taken up. It was re- 


solved — 

That every congregation be urged to subscribe to the Z'ri- 
glot Concordia; 

To increase the subscription price of Witness and Luthe-' 
raner to $1.25, leaving the Directors of Concordia Publishing 
House to determine the prices of the remaining periodicals; 

To sanction tho discontinuation of the German Sunday- 
school Leaflets, but to publish them in book form if sufficient 
subscriptions are received; 

To sanction the strict enforcement of the advance subscrip- 
tion price for all synodical publications; 

To install the necessary vaults in the proposed new building 
of Concordia Publishing House for the preservation of the 
archives; 

To furnish the professors at the St. Louis Concordia Sem- 
inary the necessary secretarial help; 

To have treasurers of Districts report in the LutHERaN WitT- 
NESS summaries of their monthly statements; 

To retain the periodicals Quarterly and Lehre und Wehre 
in their old form; 

To have the Schulblaté continued, urging the teachers to 
subscribe for samc; 

That, on recommendation of the respective District Presi- 
dents, superannuated pastors receive a copy of LutTHERAN 
Witness or Lutheraner gratis at the expense of the Synodical 
Treasury; 

That reading-rooms at our colleges and seminaries be fur- 
nished with the synodical papers gratis at the expense of the 
Synodical Treasury; 

' To table the motion asking for a new English translation 
of the Bible; 

- That announcements be sent to the synodical organs in the 
language in which they are to be printed; 

That the tabulated reports of the English District no longer 
appear in the WITNESS; 

That the Synodalbericht cease to appear as a periodical with 
the expiration of the current year, but that the Districts have 
their reports published by Concordia Publishing House and bear 
the cost thereof. ; 

The time having expired for further consideration of this 
report, it was postponed till the following day. 

The Committee on Elections read the results of the 
election. ; 
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RESULT OF ELECTIONS.* 


Board of Directors. 


; The President, Treasurer, and Sccretary of Synod; Rev. W. 
Hagen; Messrs, Benjamin Bosse, H. W. Horst, Fred Pritzlaff. 


Boards of Control. 


Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo.: Rev. C. C. Schmidt, D. D.; 
Messrs. A. G. Brauer, H. F. Bente, J. P. Habn. 
Concordia Seminary, Springfield, [ll.: Rev. C. A. Weiss; Measrs. 


F. Van Horn, G, Bretscher, Henry Ostermeyer. 


Teachers’ Seminary, River Forcst, Ill.: Rev. E. Werfelmann; 
Messrs. Paul Schulze, C. H. Zuttermeister, W. Schlake. 

Teachers’ Seminary, Scward, Nebr.: Rev. H. Miessler; Messrs. 
Fr. Herpolsheimer, I’. Christjacner, H. Kath, J. Harms, A. Beckmann. 

Concordia College, Fort Wayne, Ind.:- Rev. A. Lange; Messrs. 
C. Scheimann, H. Hartwig, W. Breuer. 

Concordia College, Milwaukee, Wis.: Rev. B. Sievers; Messrs. 
W. Starke, A. Wangerin, C. Tegye. 

Concordia College, St. Paul, Minn.: Rev. E. G. Nachtsheim ; 
Messrs. A. Hillmann, J. H. Henke, F. H. Joesting. 

St. Paul’s College, Concordia, Mo.: Rev. C. Baepler; Messrs. 
W. Dierker, J. Voigt, J. Rolf. 

Concordia Institute, Bronzville, N. Y.: Rev. W. Koepchen; 
Messrs. Dr. F. Heckel, H. Holtori, W. Wieda. 
_ St. John’s College, Winficld, Kans.: Rev. R. Miessler; Messrs. 
J. P. Baden, D. Meyer, H. A. Struebing. 

Concordia College, Conover, N.C.: Revs. G. E. Mennen, M. Kue- 
cle; Messrs. G. Mochlmann, C. S. Coyner, Chas. E. Heffner, John F. 

oller. 

(Note. — Presiding officers of synodical districts within whose 
territory the above schools are located are ex officio members of the 
respective Board of Control.) 


Electoral Colleges. : 


(NoTE.— These committees [jointly with the respective Board 
of Control] elect professors for our colleges from candidates placed 
in nomination through the synodical organs, Lutheraner and Lv- 
THERAN WITNESS.) 

For St. Louis, Mo.: Rev. W. Behrens, Rev. F. E. Brauer, Rev. 
F. Brust, Rev. J. A. Friedrich, Rev. M. Sommer. 

For Springfield, Ill.: Rev. O. L. Hohenstein, Rev. O. H. Horn, 
Rev. J. G. Kicinhans, Rev. G. Schuessler, Rev. E. Zapf. 

For River Forest, lll.: Rev. G. F. Boerger, Rev. A. Burgdorf, 
Rev. C. F. Dietz, Rev. A. Pfotenhauer; Teachers C. Rupprecht and 
J. G. Theiss.’ 

For Seward, Nebr.: Rev. H. Erck, Rev. P. Matuschka, Rev. M. 
J. Von der Au; Teachors J. H. Brase and H. Hillmann. 

For Fort Wayne, Ind.: Rev. Th. Schurdel, Rev. P. Eickstaedt, 
Rey. J. M. Gugel, Rev. M. Kretzmann, Rev. G. Wambsganss, Sr. 

For Milwaukec, Wis.: Rev. K. Schmidt, Rev. C. F. Dietz, Rev. 
H. Grueber, Rev. I’, A. Hertwig, Rev. L. Nuechterlein. 

For St. Paul, Minn.: Rev. F. Randt, Rev. J. Bouman, Rev. J. 
Cloeter, Rev. J. C. Meyer, Rev. P. Brummer. 

For Concordia, Mo.: Rev. L. Schwartz, Rev. C. Bernthal, Rev. 
Geo. Mueller, Rev. C. Niermann, Rev. H. Schabacker. 

For Bronaville, N. Y.: Rev. A. Brunn, Rev. Chr. Kuehn, Rev. 
O. Sicker, Rev. O. Ungemach, Rev. M. Walker. 

For Winfield, Kans.: Rev. J. W. Beinken, Rev. A. G. Dick, Rev. 
C. Hafner, Rev. P. D. Mueller, Rev. E. Oelschlaeger. 

For Conover, N.C.: Rev. P. Bente, Rev. E. J. Friedrich, Rev. H. 
Schroeder, Rev. J. F. Wenchel. 

For Oakland, Cal.: Rev. A. Brohm, Rev. G. Jacobsen, Rev. A. E. 
Michel; Mr. P. W. Ehlen. ; 

For Portland, Oreg.: Rev. C. J. Beyerlein, Rev. F. Dobberfuhl, 
Rev. O. Fedder; Teachers P. Hillmann and H. Roecker. 


Board of Directors for Concordia Publishing House. 


Rev. J. H. C. Fritz; Teacher G. H. Runge; Messrs. Chas. Schroe- 
ter, H. Luchrmann. 
Mission Boards. 


Home Mission in North America: Revs. C. F. Dietz, H. Grueber, 
F. F. Selle; Messrs. F. Ruenzel, E. Kuechle. 

Home Alission in Foreign Countries: Revs. O. C. Boecler, K. 
Schmidt, E. Zapf; Messrs. Frank Buszin, C. Zollmann. 

East India and China Missions: a) Members at St. Louis: Prof. 
L. Fuerbringer, Prof. E. Pardieck; Revs. R. Kretzschmar, G. C. Barth; 
Messrs. Wm. Lehr, Gottl. Schmidt. —b) Members at Large: Prof. F. 
Zucker; Revs. J. F. Boerger, P. Roesener, F. Brand, H. M. Zorn. For 
the Norwegian Synod: Dr. S. Ylvisaker. 


* These lists are taken directly from the official report-sheet of 
the Committee on Nominations and are fairly, though not absolutely, 
trustworthy. It was difficult to follow the corrections made from 
the floor when the result of elections was read. G. 
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Deaf-mute Mission: Revs. E. G. Nachtsheim, H. A. Kuntz, J. 
Huehthausen; Messrs. Walter Ellinger, J. P. Mueller. 

Forcign-tongue Mission: Revs. J. D. Matthius, F. Wambsguanss, 
F. Markworth; Messrs. H. C. Vehling, C. G. Dammeyer. 

Jewish Mission: Revs. H. C. Stenp, Arthur Hanser, S. Frey; 
Messrs. W. IF. Weber, J. J. Herbert, A. Maver. 

Indian. Mission: Revs. F. H. Siebrandt, O. Boettcher, G. Fierke; 
Messrs. R. Genrich, C. Telschow. 

Immigrant Mission: Revs. A. Beyer, J. C. Borth; Messrs. N. A. 
Stemmermann, H. Brummer. 


Board of Auditors for the Publication Concern and the 
General Treasury of Synod. 
Messrs. W. Schlake, P. Schulze, and F. H. Wolff, Chicago. 


Board of Support. 
Rev. F. G. Kuehnert; Teacher O. Kolb, Sr.; Messrs. C. H. Deh- 
ning, O. C. Miessler, Theo. Doering. 
General Relief Board. 
Rev. Aug. Lange; Prof. F. Zucker; Mr. H. C. Paul. 


General School Board. 
Revs. Theo. Schurdel, Geo. Gotsch; Teachers Paul Schefft, Geo. 
Zehnder; Messrs. C. Zorn, H. Vogel, Geo. Schwan. 
Board of Church ‘Extension. 
Revs. F. W. pecuant, W. Hallerberg; Teachers R. Mangels- 
dorf, H. Papke; Messrs. B. A. Schieferdecker, C. Burde. 
“Lutheran Witness.” 


English District Representative on Editorial Committce: Rev. 
M. S. Sommer. 
General Railroad Secretary. 


Rey. E. G. Nachtsheim. 


Corresponding Secretary for Foreign Connections. 
Prof. L. Fuerbringer. 
Chronologist. 
Rev. E. Eckhardt. 
Statistician. 
Rev. E. Eckhardt. 
Literary Board. 


Mr. E. Seuel, ex officio; Rev. M.S. Sommer; Teacher H. A. Bade. 


FRIDAY MORNING, JUNE 25. 
Closing Session. , 


The final corrected report on the elections was submitted. 
The duties of the Financial Secretary were defined as follows: 
“Tt shall be his duty to prepare the Financial Budget each year, 
and give it the proper publicity through our church periodicals 
and otherwise, so that each congregation of the Synod is prop- 
erly informed regarding the budget for the year. He shall keep 
in touch at all times with the various Districts, circuits, and 
congregations in such a manner as shall be determined by the 
Board of Directors, under whose direction, supervision, and ap- 
proval his work is to be done at all times.” 

The proposition that Synod contribute the sum of $50,000 
towards establishment of a Lutheran Center at New York was 
tabled. . 

Concerning the continuation of the L.L.L. drive for an 
Endowment Fund it was 

“Resolved, That Synod convened at Detroit June 16 to 25 
appreciates the determination of the L. L. L. to collect the bal- 
ance needed to complete.the $3,000,000 Endowment Fund for 
our Veterans of the Cross, wishes these brethren God’s blessing, 
and encourages all officers and pastors as well as the laity of 
Synod to give further enthusiastic, energetic, and sustained 
support to our L. L. L. in their efforts to have every member of 
Synod do his full share towards reaching the desired end.” 

Mr. Th. Lamprecht, president of the L. L. L., addressed 
words of gratitude to the delegates for this official declaration. 

The Walther League received official recognition from 
Synod. The supervision of the Society's activities was declared 
to belong to the purview of the local congregation. 
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The National Lutheran Education Association was given 
a vote of confidence, and encouraged to continue in its task of 
presenting the need of higher institutions of learning for our 
Lutheran young people. 

A report concerning the Lutheran Sanatorium at Hot 
Springs, S. Dak., was received and entered in the minutes. 

By a vote of 185 against 179 St. Louis won the con- 
vention of 1923 from Fort Wayne, which had also issued an in- 
vitation. 

The committee on absences and excuses reported. 

It was resolved that the Educational Survey Committee be 
continued in service for another triennium. 

Resolved, That our workers in foreign lands be given greet- 
ings from the convention by spreading this resolution on the 
pages of Lutheraner and LuTHeran WitTNEss. 


Votes of Thanks. 


A rising vote of thanks was given Secretary Biedermann 
for eighteen years’ service. Theo thanks of the convention was 
voted all the Detroit congregations, the families in particular 
who lodged the guests, and the women of the Detroit congrega- 
tions for services performed. Expressions of gratitude were also 
voted the Detroit Press, which brought extended reports of the 
convention every day; the Detroit Tourist Bureau for coopera- 
tion in publicity; the American Lutheran Publicity Bureau for 
its Synodical Number of The American Lutheran; Mr. Philip 
Loersch, Secretary of Harmonie Hall, for valuable collaboration; 
the Police Department of the city for faithful services, and like- 
wise the Travelers’ Aid Society for assistance rendered at the 
railroad stations. 

An address was made by Rev. J. F. Lankenau on the work 
of the Negro Mission which we are doing jointly with the Wis- 
consin Synod. 

Prof. George Koch of the Adelaide Concordia Lutheran 
Seminary brought greetings from our brethren in Australia. 
His words were an eloquent appeal to “Missouri” to remain 
loyal to the deposit of truth which our Synod has received, and 
were a most fitting and uplifting conclusion to a most memorable 
convention. A hymn was sung, and President Pfotenhauer con- 
cluded by leading the convention in the recital of the Creed and 
the Lord’s Prayer. 


SOLI DEO GLORIA! : 


APPROPRIATIONS OF THE 1920 COE ELON 
1. Synodical Treasury. 


Allowances for the Vice-Presidents .......... TT eT $ 800.00 
President, salary and residence ........seeessceeeeess 4,500.00 
Clerical help for President oss 6s cosseswawes vse cumwwns ‘1,000.00 
Four new professors in St. Louis, salaries his rent.... | 12,000.00 
Libraries, allowances incrensed .........++. bee ame Koes 1,275.00 
Professor in Springfield ........:.ssessececcencevcees _ 2,400.00 
Professor in’ River Fores€ os.ss sos semusnineweses sea cna “ 2,400.00 
Professor ii BOWSER siiaeeiikia is 6 oo Uesd Ge esniern vc came 2,400.00 
Professor it Bronxville ccseesie0 6 i¢ cewaniecniewanws 6 o wares 2,400.00 
Two professors in Fort Wayne ...........eceeeeeenes 4,800.00 
Professor itr WIRKGIE ccacewws an s on sesimensaeees bk 1 dae 2,400.00 
Additional rent, Winfield ........cccccencccucces oe 360.00 
Professor in Canada HATS ees 6 OT ERTS S86 1 HE 2,400.00 
25 per cent. increase in salaries .........cceeeecerecs 41,441.00 
Ficating CXPCNSeS seiewcowisewes a 9 5 eae CARO CMRMNES FO a HRS 35,000.00 

: $115,576.00 

2. Building Fund. 

Laboratory equipment at poultges REAR Ew UNS Trt $ 50,000.00 
New Seminary at St. Louis ........0eeeeseeneees oe+ee 1,000,000.00 
Repairs nb SprimgMeld cxcsies sos tw exmawnn ceeds és canes 5,650.00 
New residence for professor at Springfield ............ 9,000.00 
New residence for professor at River Forest .........- 9,000.00 


Pianos at River Forest .....cssevccevcece 
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Repairs at Concordia ............ scessuiastaeipiiae cate “dtc ieisias 10,000.00 
Pianos for Seward ,......... Kos bE 9 1s Cae 800.00 
Organ for Seward ..... eee nen aa eee 3,500.00 
Dormitory and repnirs at Seward ........0eeeeeees -»» 100,000.00 
Residence for preetint at Bronxville ......escccceeee 10,000.00 
Two new residences at Fort WAVING chsneo ss 0 ewemtemus 16,000.00 
Heating-plant at Milwaukee ........eceseececcvcccecs 10,500.00 
Heating-plant at St. Puul ..........cceeee watTooo 17,000.00 
Cumpus graded at St. Paul ......... Srey ee ee 3,000.00 
Electric wiring at St. Paul .........ececececeeeeeuees 2,500.00 
Additional for president’s dwelling at Winfield........ 4,500.00 
Four new residences at Winfield ..........cescceeeees 36,000.00 
One new residence at Conover ..........+. 5.6 ER ARES 5,000.00 
$1,203,250.00 

New property at Porto Alcere......$35,000.00 

Addition to property ..........00. . 13,000.00 

Residences for three professors..... 12,000.00 

$60,000.00 

Contribution expected from Brazil 
Mi gtrie’ we wscawwnnees + % cawexes 10,000.00 
50,000.00 
New college in Canada ............$60,000.00 
Pledged by Canada........... »see- 22,000.00 
——— 38,000.00 

——_ + 388,000.00 
$1,381,250.00 


Convention Chat. 
By THE Epitors. 


“Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity.” Ps. 133, 1. 


The convention had one purpose, but many activities. Diversified 
action and unified aim. 


The luncheons served to the delegates were excellent, and exem- 
plified the Christian virtues of generosity and temperance. 


The chairman’s decisions distinctly showed that he carefully 
differentiates between a sermon and an argument. 


The convention at Detroit was a demonstration of the exquisite 
sociability which prevails among Christians. 


“There is neither German nor English” — demonstrated again at 
Detroit, 1920. Read Gal. 3,28 and Rom. 10, 12. 


The beautiful bouquet of flowers provided for the stage added 
the last touch to the fine hospitality displayed by our Detroit people. 


Through all the deliberations there ran a golden thread of love 
—love of our dear Lutheran Church and for the truth for which 
she stands. 


Listening to the brethren during session, we said, “These men 
are in earnest,” and observing these same men when not in the 
sessions, we said, “These men are happy.” 


Concordia Publishing House, its display and its personnel, was 
the first to greet you at the entrance and the last to bid you adieu 
when leaving. If it did not serve you, the fault was yours. 


German was the official language of the discussions, but English 
was frequently used, many speakers gliding with easy familiarity 
from one language into the other as they spoke. 


It cost our Detroit brethren $4,500 to feed their guests. A noon- 
day luncheon was served in the large dining-room of Harmonie Hall. 
The meal was of fine quality and excellently prepared. 


‘Were there any women at the convention? Many of them! They 
served at tables, and they listened to the discussions. All the sisters 
whom we saw were cither Marthas or Marys, or excellent combina- 
tions of both. . 


The deliberations and addresses of the convention were so thor- 
oughly interesting that many who were not obliged to attend were 
nevertheless present and listened to every word. The best order 
prevailed; no sergeant-at-arms was needed. 


In a convention of this kind, where there are so many men 
eminently distinguished by the gift of speech, there must be some 
one who has the gift to check its flow. That gift was not lacking 
und was used for the benefit of all. 


Dr. Pieper’s paper convinced us again that only after you have 
become a citizen of heaven are you at your best on earth; that 
heaven is the spring of earth’s blessings and the garner of earth’s 
fruits. 
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While the parochial school teachers had no vote, their interests 
were zealously championed and jealously watched over by those who 
have the votes. After all, it’s better to have friends vote for us 
than to vote for ourselves. 


June 18 was “Black Friday” for the delegates from Cleveland 
and St. Louis. On that day the papers brought the news that 
Detroit had 993,739 inhabitants, passing both cities in point of 
population. 


The Wabash train which left St. Louis at 6 o’clock on Tuesday 
night, with a large number of delegates on board, was delayed due 
to the derailment of two sleepers. Happily, none of the passengers 
sustained any injuries. 


In the Inst few years we have been forced to give so much for 
war and bloodshed. How thankful we are that our Synod has now 
created for us such excellent opportunities to give more for the 
kingdom of our blessed Savior. May the love of Christ constrain 
us to do our utmost! . 


There were more invitations to entertain the next convention 
than Synod could accept. The Lutherans of Fort Wayne begged us 
to come to their city, and the Lutherans of St. Louis implored us 
to come there. Synod loved both of these wooers, but finally accepted 
the offer of St. Louis. A careful count of votes constrained us. 


There is no doubt whatever in our mind that many Christians 
prayed for this convention, and that God heard these prayers. Nor 
did the brethren in convention forget those at home. The brethren 
in the convention prayed, labored, and spoke for those who were 
pra) ing and laboring for them at home. 


After we had heard so much truth about heaven, there came to 
Synod a message from the former president of the English District, 
the Rev. Adam Detzer, who believes that the angels are now ready 
to carry him into Abraham’s bosom, and his message was: “I will 
meet the brethren in heaven.” 


The hall in which the convention was held seated about 1,000, 
and was filled to the last seat in almost every one of the fifteen 
sessions. The acoustic properties of the hall were splendid. On the 
first floor and in the basement a number of large rooms were at our 
disposal for committee meetings. 


Twenty-two regular and a number of special committees were 
at work throughout the spare hours between and after sessions and 
during the evenings preparing reports on the various memorials and 
overtures. The number of delegates (voting and advisory) serving 
on these committees was about 250. 


Every congregation of Synod ought to hear, if possible, its repre- 
sentative report upon the sessions. The congregation that allows this 
opportunity to pass by without receiving the light and the warmth, 
the direction and the impetus, which a vivid report of these sessions 
can bestow is certainly losing a great opportunity for itself and for 
the Church at large. 


The number of delegates was 674. Of this number, 228 were 
voting pastors, 222 lay delegates, 23 presidents, 24 professors, 50 
representatives of general church boards, 34 advisory pastors, 63 
teachers, 23 members of District boards, and 7 other officials. 
Through the new system of electing delegates the number of dele- 
gates has been reduced by about one hundred. ° 


The key-word of the convention was “Heaven.” Heaven was the 
only subject for which the entire Synod expressly set aside thirty 
minutes of five days of the convention. We heard more of heaven 
at this convention than of any other one subject. Dr. Pieper did not 
tell us man’s guesses about heaven, but he told us God’s truth about 
heaven. The whole convention and association with the brethren was 
a foretaste of heaven — not heaven itself, but a foretaste rfevertheless. 


In the halls and on the stairways large maps were hung, show- 
ing the location of all our pastors in Brazil and in Argentina, the 
location of the mission-posts of the Atlantic District, and the field 
in which our Synod is laboring in Central China. The map of the 
city of Buenos Aires, Argentina, was much commented upon, the 
plan of its streets and parks calling forth the admiration of all 
who stopped to examine it. 


Easily the most dramatic little piece of by-play was the remark 
and gesture of Vice-President Eckhardt at the Laymen’s Rally on 
Thursday night, when he read the total of $101,000 from the black- 
board and with a left-to-rear-downward gesture towards a waste- 
basket full of American money added: “— and what's in the basket 
there.” The basket, representing the collection lifted after the “auc- 
tioning,” contained more than $2,000 in cash. 


On Thursday, blossomed forth an exhibit of Chinese idols, books, 
and trinkets, just arrived. The sender was Rev. Lawrence Meyer, 
missionary in China. But on the last day came a messenger from 
beyond seas in person, the Rev. Prof. G. Koch, professor of theology 
in Adelaide, and his greetings to the Missouri Synod, for all their 
brevity, were one of the most inspiring utterances heard during the 
entire convention. 
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Jottings. 


The man who made the motion that $1,000,000 be spent for a new 
Seminary at St. Louis was a farmer from Oklahoma. We asked him 
after the session what caused him to move that the recommendation 
be adopted. “Why,” he said, in German, “I’m tired of hearing people 
say: ‘Ick gew ooch fief Daler’ when they collect for Synod,” and 
so he moved a million. His name will be published when the 
Seminary is dedicated. G. 


In all that large convention, representing a Lutheran body of 
world-wide extent, many men spoke, and on some subjects there was 
much difference of opinion, but we did not hear the slightest breath 
of suggestion that there was apy one there who doubted the inspira: 
tion of the Scriptures. The Missouri Synod has its troubles, but 
so far, by the grace and mercy of God, no one dares arise in its 
midst and contradict Him Who has a Name that is above every 
name. ‘ihe whole Synod stood up loyally and solidly for Jesus. 5. 


Our peerless Doctor read a paper of marvelous lucidity, depth, 
and power, and those who heard the closing paragraphs will never 
forget the occasion. It is true, as President Pfotenhauer remarked 
in his closing words, that through this paper on the Christian Em- 
phasis on the Life to Come a cunsccration was laid upon all trans- 
actions of the convention which was reficcted in the harmony of the 
discussions and the tremendous earnestness manifested for doing our 
utmost in our colleges, our parish schvols, and our far-flung mis- 
sionary lines. Jhere never has been such & convention. u. 


What with the rush of business on the floor of Synod and the 
attendance at various committee mectings, the task of reporting the 
convention for LUTHERAN WITNESS Was not an easy one. But our 
troubles were Jight compared with those of the Lutheraner corre- 
spondent at our elbow, the Statistician of Synod, Kev. E. Eckhardt, 
Un Munday, June 21, he was struck by # strect-car, and first reports 
were alarming — fractured skull, etc. Two days later he was aguin 
at tne repurters’ table, his head swathed in heavy bandages. He 
wrote out of one myopic eye. On Thursday he was able to use 
his spectacles, and on the last duy the bunduges were removed and 
the restoration of his features to their wonted benignity was well 
under way. G. 


It were no achievement to conduct a meeting of one thousand 
with strict adherence to parliamentary practise and finish on time, 
if the presiding ollicer exercised the ruthlessness of a Tom Reed. 
It were no achievement to be a pleasing and gentle-mannered chair- 
man, if under the exercise of such virtues the convention failed to 
complete its tasks. But to keep the highly complex business of the 
convention always within the limits of a set program, and even close 
a day earlier than scheduled, and this without once losing heud or 
temper or depriving any one of his rights on the floor, is au achieve- 
ment indeed, and our people should know it. If our convention suc- 
cessfully finished its busimess, it is due mainly to one man — our 
President. G. 


Detroit is a big city, with down-town crowds like Chicago, the 
evidences of rapid growth everywhere. It is a horseless town, the 
automobiles ruling supreme except in a narrow strip along the build- 
ing line, where the inhabitants and visitors are generously permitted 
to walk. The down-town proved confusing to the delegates (except 
Brooklynites), since all blocks are shaped like a wedge and the 
usual directions are completely lost to consciousness. We traced 
our way by instinct. The public squares are adorned with a number 
of more or less successful statues of men identified with the history 
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of the city. The bronze bust opposite the L.L. L. headquarters in 
the Hotel Statler, variously identified as “Mr. Detroit” and “Father 
Marquette,” was, upon closer inspection, recognized as a bust of 
Columbus, erected by the Italian colony. G. 


The English District.— The Lutneran Wirness was at one 
time the official organ of the so-called English Synod of Missouri. 
When this Synod entered the mother Synod as a District, it turned 
over the LutueraN WITNESS to the larger body with the proviso 
that the English District should always be represented on the 
editorin] stuff. At the time when these arrangements were made, 
some had their misgivings. To-day, after nine years of undisturbed 
union, no one regrets the step. At its meeting in Detroit the entire 
Synod again, in explicit words, expressed its adherence to the policy 
entered upon at that time. Altogether, the English District, after 
these years of union with the mother Synod, has nothing to com- 
plain of. A careful examination of the resolutions and elections of 
this last convention of Synod will show that the English District was 
treated with every consideration and with cordial fraternity. We 
brethren of the English District feel thoroughly at home in Synod. 
We are convinced that the union which was effected in 1911 was 
brought about by God Himself, and has ever since enjoyed His 
divine blessing. Ss. 

German and English at the Convention. — For the first time in 
the history of the Missouri Synod the opening service of Synod was 
held in the church of a congregation which is entirely English. 
For the first time in the history of the Missouri Synod there was 
an English address at the opening service. For the first time in 
the history of the Missouri Synod the hymns were given out both 
for the German hymn-book as well as for the English hymn-book, 
and some sang the German words, and others sang the English 
words. On the floor of Synod and in the committees both German 
and English were freely used. The committee reports were read 
almost entirely in the German language, and yet some parts had 
been written up and were read in the English language. Of some 


. of the more important resolutions both a German and an English 


version was expressly voted upon and passed by the assembly. How 
did this mixture of German and English work? Was there any 
antagonism between the two? No! We attended many committce 
sessions. We were present for a longer or a shorter time at every 
one of the sessions of Synod. We can truthfully say that we never 
noticed the slightest ill will or impatience with German spcech or 
with English speech. We received the impression that the variety 
lent some spice to the discussion and was interesting to the hearers. 
After having heard certain sentiments expressed in excellent German, 
it seemed to please the entire audience to hear some one else say 
the same thing in good, English. There may have been a time years 
ago when those in the German work and those in the English work 
in the Missouri Synod had their doubts about that work which 
seemed an innovation or an anachronism. That day is past. The 
delegates who met at Detroit distinctly made this impression upon us 
that to them language is entirely a secondary matter. The glory of 
God, the testimony to the truth, and the salvation of souls seemed 
ever to be uppermost in the minds of all. There was an excellent 
understanding, a cordial agreement, a genuine fraternity, and dif- 
ferences of language did not seem to count at all. Hallelujah! — 
An anachronism in the Missouri Synod to-day would be any suspi- 
cion, ill will, or antagonism between German and English. Brother 
Missouri Lutheran, speak, love, and prefer any language you please, 
and give that same liberty to your brother, nor think the less of 
him if his choice is not your choice. Even now, nearly all Missouri 
Lutherans have lIecarned this much. 
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. THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. 


Lutheran Laymen’s League Convention, 
JUNE 14 AND 15, 1920, DETROIT, MICH. 


The triennial meeting of the Lutheran Laymen’s League 
of tho Missouri Synod was called to order by the President, 
Mr. Theodore H. Lamprecht, in Bethany Church Hall, shortly 
after 9 o’clock, Monday morning, June 14. The audience sang 
Luther’s Hymn, “A Mighty Fortress,” after which the Rev. O. 
C. Kreinheder read a Scripture-lesson and offered a prayer. 

. The registration showed 121 members and guests present, 
including a number of L. L. L. ladies from various parts of our 
country. . 

Mr. C. P. Tietze, on behalf of the Detroit brethren, wel- 
comed the Convention and presented the President with a 
beautiful gavel. 

Then followed the opening address of the President, which 
was ordered printed. 

The first order of business being tho submitting of the 
reports of the various officers, the general secretary of the 
League, Mr. A. G. Brauer, read his report. Mr. Brauer described 
the original temporary organization of the League and its pur- 
pose of liquidating the debt which rested upon Synod in 1917, 
the permanent organization of the L. L. L. with its new purpose 
of founding an endowment fund, and told of the suecess met 
with in the Synod-wide campaign under the blessing of God, 
and of the wonderful growth of the League. 

Several committees were appointed by the Chairman. The 
noon-hour having arrived, a luncheon was served through the 
kindness of the ladies of Bethany Congregation. 

The convention was again called to order in the afternoon 
by tho President, who offered prayer. 

The Treasurer of the League, Mr. Fred C. Pritzlaff, then 
presented his report, which portrayed the financial achievements 
as well as the present condition of the business of the League. 
The outstanding feature of his report was the fact that the 
League stood ready to turn over to the Synod invested funds in 
the sum of $2,050,095.25, this sum representing the total invest- 
ments ot the League as of May 31, 19920. 

The Treasurer also read the report of a firm of certified 
public accountants, who reported that everything had been found 
truco and correct and in the best of order. 

The Executive Secretary of the League, Mr. C. J. Cramer, 
read a report prepared by the L. L. L. Campaign Committee, 
showing the standing of the fund by Synodical Districts as 
follows: — 


Number Total 
DISTRICT. of Com- sLmounte Per Stand- 
municante, Reccived. cent. ing. 
Atlantic ........0...00. ne 29,931 $135,536.77 75.5 7 
California and Nevada..... 7,995 44,691.50 98.1 2 
Canada ..... Ga & UWdAaracine Bd 7,637 14,052.58 30.6 19 
ONCTIEl : nics 6 i02 Posmmmcane « 61,877 276,563.68 74.5 8 
Central Illinois ........... 23,110 130,325.29 ‘94.0 3 
AGCGE wen 4 cé ewww ws 4% 26,780 95,498.58 69.4 9 
BOGUS. is i i i wewwwenwes 65 6c 27,467 84,020.08 51.0 12 
ID esciwen i 0 ccavore sicielaeindiceeligs ham 26,974 176,300.30 108.9 l 
FRAMING is oc Kasaewas bc oe 20,845 101,678.91 81.3 5 
Michigan ..........- ee 50,460 143,720.77 47.5 13 
Minnesota * ........c0 cence 46,458 128,750.60 41.4 16 
Minnesota ¢ ....-..eeee0s . 6,512 2,935.50 = 
Neliragkit. cc vassiwawwws cis . 29,138 138,245.49 79.1 6 
North Dakota and Montana 10,514 16,836.45 26.7 20 
Northern Illinois .........:. 2,599 158,761.31 36.4 18 
Northern Wisconsin ........ 30,798 38,600.29 20.9 22 
Oregon and Washington.... 4,566 10,937.30 40.0 17 
South Dakota .......ce0e08 7,497 40,938.58 91.0 4 
SOUCHENW cscavenwes saws oe iy 7,026 10,890.04 22.9 21 
Southern Illinois .......... ~ 15,302 41,094.25 44.8 14 
Southern Wisconsin ........ 44,576 114,187.40 42.7 15 
PUIG anh ccuconcenrmgaenpananiw: &-aineaieeien 9,957 31,556.20 62.5 Il 
Western ..... Pian 6 & weacaeersiie 43,149 149,707.78 57.8 10 
Negro Missions ........- — 462.20 _ — 
611,606 $2,086,300.94 
* Less Canada. { Canada only. 


HL0 


His report disclosed the following interesting facts as of 
June 1, 1920: — : : 


Total, including interest .......0.0.seeeeeeeeeee $2,168,511.64 
Number of congregations, missions, in- 

stitutions, etc., reporting .......... 2,569 
Average contribution per congregation. . $844.10 
Number of report or account sheets.... 18,684 
Number of contributors (approximately) 205,524 
Average contribution per contributor. ... $10.55 
Number of L.L. L. members .....6...¢+ 60,143 


The report of the Board of Directors submitted by its Sec- 
retary, Mr. A. G.-Brauer, was then read. This report contained 


the following recommendations to the League: — 

First: A preamble and memorial, which was to accompany the 
gift of the Endowment Fund to the Synod. 

Secondly: “The Ahlbrand Plan,” which is to be submitted to the 
Synod, the carrying out of which, it is hoped, will materially im- 
prove the financial system of Synod. 

Thirdly: A follow-up plan, which, it is hoped, will complete the 
Endowment Fund, and which reads as follows: — 

a) That we enter into a correspondence campaign, follow- 
ing up individually congregations that have either done nothing 
or have not reached their quota, with a view of inducing them 
to make subscriptions, or pledges payable on or before Decem- 
ber 10, 1920, if possible. 

b) That we encourage our district and circuit Jaymen 
leaders to try and get contributions or pledges from indi- 
viduals. 

ec) That we encourage our district and circuit laymen 
leaders to visit and talk to congregations, encouraging them 
to subscribe or pledge their quotas. ; 

Fourthly: Requested the convention to adopt a resolution, en- 
abling the Board of Directors to take the necessary steps leading to 
the incorporation of the League or its Board of Directors if, when, 
and as incorporation may become expedient or necessary. 


Upon motion this report of the Board of Directors was 
ordered referred to the Committee on Resolutions. 

A committee which had been appointed by the Board of 
Directors to prepare a revised draft of a Constitution and By- 
Laws then reported. This revised draft was adopted as sub- 
mitted by a unanimous vote. 

Mr. George J. Kinck, our Assistant Treasurer for Canada, 
submitted his books and records for audit. A committee of three 
appointed by the Chair made an immediate audit and found 
everything correct and in good order. 

Tho convention then heard an address by the Rev. Weid- 
mann in the interests of the Church Extension Fund. His re- 
marks were well received by the audience. 

The convention then adjourned for the day with the Lord’s 
Prayer and the singing of the Doxology. 


MORNING SESSION, JUNE 15, 1920. 

The meeting was called to order by the President. After 
the singing of a hymn, Director W. OC. Kohn read a Scripture 
lesson and offered'a prayer. It was resolved that this prayer 
be printed in the Lurneran Witness. 

The Committee on Resolutions reported favorably upon all 
the recommendations made by the Board of Directors, and the 
convention approved all of them by unanimous vote. 

The Rev. Arthur Brunn of Brooklyn, N. Y., made a short, 
but interesting talk on the American Lutheran Publicity Bureau 
and its objects, showing the necd of much greater publicity on 
the part of the Lutheran Church in general. It was resolved that 
the L. L..L. as a body could not lend its aid to the Bureau owing 
to tho limitations imposed upon the League by its constitution, 
but that we encourage individuals to support this movement. 

Adjournment followed after the Lord’s Prayer and the sing- 
ing of the Doxology. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 
The convention was called to order by the President, who 
offered prayer. 
The Nominating Committee submitted its report, and the 
convention proceeded to the election, which developed the fol- 
lowing results. 
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OFFICERS. 


President, Mr. Theo. H. Lamprecht, New York, N. Y. 
First Vice-President, Henry W. Horst, Rock Island, Lil. 
Second Vice-President, Benjamin Bosse, Evansville, Ind. 
Third Vice-President, William Schlake, Chicago, 11). 
Fourth Vice-President, A. H. Ahlbrand, Seymour, Ind. 
Secretary, A. G. Brauer, St. Louis, Mo. 

Treasurer, Fred C. Pritzlaff, Milwaukee, Wis. 


Directors: Atlantic District, H. E. Siekcr, Brooklyn, N. Y.; 
lifornia and Nevada, F. J. Schinnerer, Long Beach, Cal.; 
nada, George J. Klinck, Elmira, Ont.; Central, C. M. Zorn, 
, Cleveland, O.; Central Illinois, Geo. Harms, Peoria, Ill.; 


stern, J. W. Pohlman, Buffalo, N. Y.; English, John A.. 


ichen, St. Louis, Mo.; Iowa, E. Hillmann, Odebolt, Iowa; 
- gsansas, Otto Bock, Denver, Colo.; Michigan, C. P. Tictze, De- 
troit, Mich.; Minnesota, J. H. Henke, Minneapolis, Minn.; 
Nebraska, Paul Herpolsheimer, Seward, Nebr.; North Dakota 
and Montana, Paul Meyer, Wahpeton, N. Dak.; Northern Iili- 
nois, Wm. Schulze, Chicago, Ill.; Northern Wisconsin, Frank 
Jabusch, Deer Park, Wis.; Oregon and Washington, A. K. 
Engel, Seattle, Wash.; South Dakota, J. Buscher, Canastota, 
S. Dak.; Southern, H. L. Frantz, New Orleans, La.; Southern 
Illinois, H. H. Zimmerman, Harvel, Ill.; Southern Wisconsin, 
Gustave Kucchle, Milwaukee, Wis.; Texas, L. F. Ramming, 
Wichita Falls, Tex.; Western, L. F. Volkman, St. Louis, Mo. 

By this election the new organization of the League, pre- 
scribed by the revised constitution, was brought to life. 

The thanks of the convention were voted the Detroit 
brethren for their hospitality, and a similar vote was extended 
to the outgoing officers, directors, and district and circuit lay- 
men leaders for the invaluable services which they have rendered 
the League. Thereupon the convention adjourned by singing the 
hymn “Now Thank We All Our God” and joining in the Lord’s 
Prayer. 

LAYMEN’S RALLY, THURSDAY EVENING. 

Those who attended the Laymen’s Rally of Thursday eve- 
ning will not so soon forget this flow of spirit, eloquence, and — 
money. ‘The hall was filled to the last seat in parterre and 
balcony. Addresses were made by Vice-President Eckhardt, who 
seemed to strike the right note for the evening’s proceedings, 
by President Th. Lamprecht of the Lutheran Laymen’s League, 
who spoke in earnest words of the purpose of the League, and 
by President J. H. C. Fritz, of the Western District, who made 
a very impressive address on the tasks which await churchmen 
in the business and financial undertakings of the Synod. Then 
spoke Afr. Benj. Bosse, mayor of the city of Evansville, member 
of the Synodical Board of Control, and prominent in L.L. L. 
activities, rehearsing the origin of the League. Adverting to 
the fact that at the convention of 1917 the laymen gathered 
there raised a large sum of moncy, a “Milwaukee memorial con- 
tribution,” for synodical purposes, he suggested that another, 
but larger amount — Mr. Bosse suggested $100,000 — be raised 
right then and there as a “Detroit memorial collection.” In an 
offhand way he instructed the ushers stationed at various points 
in the hall to call, as a starter, for $15,000 contributions. There 
was no response. Next $10,000 contributions were called for, 
and soon an usher passed up a white subscription slip, 3 by 4 
inches in size, and worth $10,000. The donor’s name was not 
mentioned, but it was announced that he had previously given 
“$20,000 and then some” for the L.L. L. Fund. Friends of the 
fund had been communicated with by wire, and a dispatch con- 
taining a $10,000 pledge was now brought to the stage. Five- 
thousand dollar subscriptions were next called for, and two were 
secured. As the evening wore on, the ushers announced one 
$3,000 contribution, three $2,500, ten $2,000, sixteen $1,000, more 
than twenty $500, and many subscriptions of $100, $50, and 


smaller amounts. Including guarantees for $6,000 in subscrip- 
tions expected in reply to telegrams, tho sum of $100,000 was 
finally announced as the Detroit memorial gift to the L. L.L. - 
Endowment Fund. In no case were the names of the donors 
mentioned, only the Synodical District in which they reside 
being announced by the ushers. During a pause in this unique 
auction of “S. S. 8.”— “Synod Service Stock” (the phrase was 
coined by the leader in this part of the program), a vocal solo 
was rendered, and Mr. Henry W. Horst addressed the audience, 
emphatically ‘asserting that none of those who were so gener- 
ously coming to the front on behalf of the ministerial relief 
fund arrogated any honor to themselves, and he then read a 


‘German poem, of which the refrain was, “To God alone the 


glory.” The mecting finally sang the three stanzas of “Nun 
danket alle Gott,” and then adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer 
spoken in unison. 

It was a great week for L. L. L. 





The Evangelical Lutheran Synodical Conference 
of North America 


will, D. v., hold its 27th convention in St. John’s Lutheran Church at 
Milwaukee, Wis. Opening service, Wednesday, August 18, at 10 a. s.; 
closing service, Monday, August 23, at 7.30 P. 31. . 
Every Synod (or District) of Synodical Conference numbering 
up to 80 members is entitled to 4 representatives; Synods (or Dis- 


. tricts) numbering more than 80 members may send 2 delegates for 


every 40 members or fraction of that number, the clergy and the laity, 
however, always to be represented in like proportion. 

All delegates are requested to send their credentials to the Rev. 
John Brenner, 814 Vliet St., Milwaukee, Wis. In the opening service 
a committee on credentials will be announced. 

Seerctaries of the various Districts are requested to send a list 
of elected delegates to the Rev. John Brenner at their earlicst con- 
venience. Besides, every delegate desiring free qarters should make 
personal application not later than July 21. 

The Secretary, encouraged by the Watertown Professors’ Con- 
ference, will submit a brief paper on our attitude in the struggle for 
our Lutheran schools. 

All committees for reviewing the doctrinal discussions of the 
various ‘synodical districts that were unable to report in 1916 are 
requested to make their returns to this year’s mecting. 

New Ulm, Minn., June 18, 1920. JOUN MEYER, Sec. 
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Copies of this, the Convention Number of the Lutneran WITt- 
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St. Louis, Mo. 
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VoL. XXXIX. 


Summer Sundays. 


Where are all the Christian people 
Who absent themselves in spring 
From the church and all its meetings 
Till the bells of Christmas ring? 


Are they walking with their Savior 
In the way their fathers trod? 
Do they love the house of worship, 
Or despise the Church of God? 


Mister Ozone worships nature 
Down beside the babbling brook, 
Where the finny tribes are waiting 
For the bait upon his hook. 


Mister Cladwhite seeks diversion 
On the links of Sunnydawn; 
Master Melvin plays the caddy, 
While his father mows the lawn. 


Mister Horner goes out spinning 

In his latest limousine, 

Past the town and country churches, 
With his friends, the Misses Green. 


Mister Wiseman knows beforehand 
What the preachers have to say, 
So he reads the Sunday papers, 
And attends the cabaret. 


Others, who keep on complaining 
That the churches are so hot, 
Ride in trains or crowded trolleys 
To a “shady” picnic spot. | 


Yet there are a few like Mary 
Who sit down at Jesus’ fect 
And delight to hear the Gospel 
Where the Christian people mect. 


And we still have men like Peter, 
Men who put their nets away, 

And, when Christ the Lord is teaching, 
Stop to listen and to pray. 


Let us follow their cxample, 
Seeking pearls of priceless worth, 
Longing for the house of worship 
As the dearest place on carth. 
W. M. CzaManske. 


ST. LOUIS, MO., JULY 20, 1920. 
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Faith the Mainspring of Charity. 


Words of Luther for Our Own Day. 


And now let me speak also of those works which the 
Christian performs towards his neighbor. For man does not 
live for himself alone in this mortal body, but also for all 
men on earth; nay, he lives only for others, and not for 
himself. Jor it is to this end that he brings his own body 
into subjection, that he may be able to serve others more 
sincerely and more freely, as Paul says: “None of us liveth 
to himself, and no man dieth to himself. For whether we 
live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto 
the Lord.” Rom. 14, 7.8. Thus it is impossible that he 
should take his ease in this life, and not work for the good 
of his neighbors, since he must needs speak, act, and con- 
verse among men, just as Christ was made in the likeness 
of men and found in fashion as a man, and had his con- 
versation among men. 


Yet a Christian has need of none of these things for 
justification and salvation, but in all his works he ought 
to entertain this view and look only on this object — that 
he may serve and be useful to others in all that he does; 
having nothing before his eves but the necessities and the 
advantage of his neighbor. Thus-the apostle commands us 
to work with our own hands that we may have to give to 
those that need. He might have said, that we may support 
ourselves; but he tells us to give to those that need. It is 
the part of a Christian to take care of his own body for 
the very purpose that by its soundness and well-being he 
may be enabled to labor, and to acquire and preserve prop- 
erty, for the aid of those who are in want, that thus the 
stronger member may serve the weaker member, and we be 
children of God, thoughtful and busy for one another, bearing 
one another’s burden, and so fulfilling the law of Christ. 

Here is the truly Christian life, here is faith really work- 
ing by love, when a man applies himself with joy and love 
to the works of that freest servitude in which he serves others 
voluntarily and for naught, himself abundantly satisfied in 
the fulness and riches of his own faith. 

To this end he brings forward Christ as an example, 
saying: “Juet this mind be in you which was also in Christ 
Jesus, who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery 


to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, 
and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in 
the likeness of men, and being found in fashion as a man, 
He humbled Himself and became obedient unto death.” Phil. 
2,5—S. What St. Paul means to say is this: Christ, when 
He was full of the form of God and abounded in all good 
things, so that He had no need of works and sufferings to be 
just and saved, — for al] these things He had from the very 
beginning, — yet He was not puffed up with these things, 
and did not raise Himself above us and arrogate to Himself 
power over us, though He might have lawfully done so, but, 
on the contrary, so acted in laboring, working, suffering, and 
dying as to be like the rest of men, and not otherwise than 
a man in fashion and in conduct, as if He were in want of 
.all things and had nothing of the form of God; and yet all 
this He did for our sakes, that He might serve us, and that 
all the works He should do under that form of a servant 
might become ours. 

Thus a Christian, like Christ, his Head, being full and 
in abundance through his faith, ought to be content with 
this form of God, obtained by faith; except that, as I have 
said, he ought to increase this faith till it be perfected. For 
this faith is his life, justification, and salvation, preserving 
his person itself and making it pleasing to God, and bestow- 
ing upon him all that Christ has, as Paul affirms: “The life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the 
Son of God.” Gal. 2,20. Though he is thus free from all 
works, yet he ought to empty himself of this liberty, take 
on him the form of a servant, be made in the likeness of 
men, be found in fashion as a man, serve, help, and in every 
way act towards his neighbor as he sees that God through 
Christ has acted and is acting towards him. All this he 
should do freely, and with regard to nothing but the good 
pleasure of God, and he should reason thus: — . 

Lo, my God, without merit on my part, of His pure and 
free mercy, has given to me, an unworthy, condemned, and 
contemptible creature, all the riches of justification and sal- 
vation in Christ, so that I am no longer in want of anything, 
except of faith. that this is so, Having such a Father, then, 
who has overwhelmed me with these inestimable riches of Fis, 
why should I not freely, and with my whole heart, and from 
voluntary zeal, do for Him all that I know will be pleasing 
to Him and acceptable in His sight? I will therefore give 
myself, as a sort of Christ, to my neighbor, even as Christ 
has given Himself to me; and I will do nothing in this life 
except what I see will be necdful, advantageous, and whole- 
some for my neighbor, since by faith I abound in all good 
things in Christ! 

Behold, thus the Christian’s love of God and his delight 

in Him flow from faith; and from this love of his Benefactor 
follows willing service to his fellow-man, a service rendered 
gladly and graiuitously, ever mindful of the fact that, as 
his fellow-man needs his services, thus he stood in dire need 
of spiritual help, and God, for Christ’s sake, freely, by grace, 
granted it to him. 
_ Who, then, can comprehend the riches and glory of the 
Christian life? It can do all things, has all things, and is 
in want of nothing: is lord over sin, death, and hell, and at 
the same time is the obedient and useful servant of all. 


(Comp. XIX, 1006—1008.) 
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Proceedings of the First Meeting of the Board: 
of Directors. 


The Board of Directors appointed by Synod and com- 
posed of the President, the Secretary, and the Treasurer of 
Synod, the Rev. W. Hagen, and Messrs. B. Bosse, Henry W. 
Horst, and F. Pritzlaff, convened on July 7 and 8 at Con- 
cordia Publishing Iouse, St. Louis, and held five sessions. 

The permanent organization of the Board was effected 
by the election of the following officers: Chairman, Presi- 
dent F. Pfotenhauer; Secretary, Pastor M. F. Kretzmann; 
Treasurer, Mr. I. Seuel. The Committee on Buildings 
(whose functions are practically those of the former General 
Board of Control) is to consist of Pastor W. Hagen, Chair- 
man; Mr. B. Bosse, Secretary; Mr. Henry W. Horst, Treas- 
urer. Mr. Seuel was appointed Legacy Officer of the Board 
of Directors. 

All official correspondence pertaining to the Board of 
Directors is to be directed to the Secretary. Matters -refer- 
ring to the Committee on Buildings must be mailed to the 
chairman of the committee, Rey. W. Hagen, while all legacy 


‘matters are to be sent to Mr. Seucl. 


On this occasion a board which is to be in charge of 
the L. L. L. Endowment Fund was also completed by the 
election of Mr. Paul Schulze of Chicago and Mr. J. A. 
Leschen of St. Louis. The Board consists of the President, 
Secretary, and Treasurer of Synod, the President and Treas- 
urer of the L.L.L., and the above-named two gentlemen, 
Mr. T. H. Lamprecht being Chairman, Rev. Kretzmann, 
Secretary, and Mr. P. Schulze, Treasurer. 

The Board of Directors considered the appoiniment of 
a Financial Secretary, and hopes to put this into execution 
at its next meeting, July 21. 

The Board raised the salary of our professors on the 
basic lines set forth by Synod. ‘The Synodical Treasury is 
heavily burdened by the improved salaries and the appropria- 
tions for heating our educational institutions and the electric 
power for the organs. Since the Publishing House cannot 
increase its contributions toward this treasury, the additional 
sum must come from our congregations, which, in consc- 
quence, must double their contributions in order to supply 
the treasury with the necessary moneys. All congregations 
are asked kindly to comply with this request until the new 
budget has been arranged and published. 

The Board of Directors also communicated with the 
St. Louis committee on the new site for our proposed 
Seminary. The location will probably be selected in Septem- 
ber, and the initial steps were taken toward having the plans 
for the new Seminary building prepared. The Board is of 
the opinion that all appropriations for the Building Fund, 
amounting to $1,381,250, should be collected as carly as 
possible, and therefore resolved to request the congregations 
to gather one-half of this sum this fall and the other half 
in the fall of next year at a stated time. 

We are assured that this undertaking, unanimously done 
at a fixed time and sanctified by the Word of God and prayer, 
will afford our congregations great joy and strengthen the 
feeling of being one people joined together for a great task 
in our Lord’s Kingdom. If all delegates in the mean time 
will diligently report to their congregations and spread the 
fire kindled in Detroit into all parts of our Synod, we are 


ATADT, WUVUITIONAIN WILINDDD. 


confident that our congregations through liberal contributions 
will show their approval of the resolutions of the last Synod. 

The Financial Secretary will in due time issue the nec- 
essary information. 

The Board of Directors resolved to report on its work 
frequently through the Witness and Lulheraner, so that our 
congregations may be kept informed anent the transactions 
of their servants, and be able- to judge whether they fulfil 
their commissions and remain within the domain sct this 
Board by Synod, that they may serve the purpose intended 
by Synod when creating this Board, namely, to assist our 
congregations in accomplishing the great and blessed work 
entrusted to them in the evening hour of the world by our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 


Chicago,, Ill., July 10, 1920. I’, PFOTENHAUER. 


The Lutheran Charities Association of the 
Synodical Conference. 


When this number of the LurHeran Wirnuss reaches 
its readers, the above-named charity organization will have 
convened in annual meeting (July 13 to 15) at the church 
of Rev. O. Boecler, 1501 Melrose St., Chicago, Ill. If any 
one should question the need of such an organization and 
its annual convention in our midst, we would refer him to 
Scriptural passages such as: “Bear ye one another’s burden,” 
Gal. 6,2. “Let us consider one another to provoke unlo love 
and good works,” Heb. 10, 24. ‘The same reasons that make 
synodical conventions, pastoral conferences, and congrega- 
tional meetings an imperative necessity obtain here. The 
synods composing our Synodical Conference have not placed 
organized charity work on their official program, but limited 
- themselves to carrying on the Church’s work in the field of 
missions and Christian education of the young, together with 
the training of our future pastors and teachers. Synods have 
left the prosecution of legitimate charity work in all its dif- 
ferent aspects to private organizations in their midst. While 
they recognize and foster their work, the needs and exigencies 
of these organizations find no voice on the floor of Synod. 
Still the superintendents and other workers in our various 
Lutheran charities felt the urgent need of getting together 


and discussing their work, comforting and admonishing each’ 


other in its faithful prosecution, especially after the estab- 
lishment of our Children’s Home-finding Societies twenty 
years ago. ‘The superintendents of these societies met with 
so many pitiful feeble-minded and epileptic children that they 
could not place in private families; there were delinquent 
children that caused much trouble; legal phases of their work 
had to be considered, etc. In the summer of 1902 several 
of these superintendents met in conference at the schoolhouse 
of Rev. Werfelmann at Chicago, and there organized their 
little society. The fruit of their deliberation was the meet- 
ing held in Milwaukee July 7—9 at which our Society for 
Feeble-minded and Epileptic Children was. formed, which 
eventually succeeded in establishing our great and flourishing 
home for these poor children at Watertown, Wis. Under 
God’s wonderful providence the little conference grew and 
waxed stronger from year to year and now numbers, according 
to the statistics of last year’s convention, 53 charitable or- 
ganizations, conducting 15 hospitals, 9 orphan homes, 13 chil- 
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dren’s home-finding societies, 9 homes for the aged, 1 deaf- 
mute institution, the home for feeble-minded children referred 
to above, and 5 hospices. The sick and needy cared for by 
these institutions numbered 19,436; receipts amounted to 
$1,092,798.50; expenses ran up to $1,042,879.37; the total 
value of property reaches $2,583,000. At the coming con- 
ference in Chicago Dr. FE. A. W. Krauss of our Concordia 
Seminary at St. Louis will read an appropriate paper; Pastor 
A. Wangerin of Chicago will discuss the question: “Is Mis- 
sion Work Hindered by Our Charity Work?” Either Prof. 
lifrig or Prof. Koehler of River Forest will speak on the 
subject: “Our Clear Conception of the Doctrine of Justi- 
fication Mightily Constrains Us to Carry On All Manner of 
Charity Work.” Missionary Duemling of Milwaukee will 
present: “A Day of Blessed Labor in the City Mission Field,” 
and the undersigned is to report on the Big Brotherhood 
and Big Sisterhood movements. But the most absorbing 
topic engaging Conference will be the new work started at 
last year’s session in Fort Wayne, wiz., the deaconess work. 
May God in His mercy richly bless our Charity Convention 
at Chicago, and soon give us the sorely needed trained women 
workers for over-ripe and ever-expanding mission- and 
charity-fields ! 


St. Louis, Mo. I’. W. HERZBERGER. 


Deaconesses. 


In the New ‘Testament we read of deacons. They were 
church officers appointed to relieve the apostles by caring 
for the poor and otherwise assisting in church-work. A woman 
appointed for such work is called a deaconess. Phebe was 
one of those. We read of her Rom. 16,1.2: “I commend 
unto you Phebe, our sister, which is a servant of the church 
which is at Cenchrea, that ye receive her in the Lord as 
becometh saints, and that ye assist her in whatsoever business 
she hath need of you; for she hath been a succorer of many, 
and of mysclf also.” This woman cared for the sick, the 
poor, the strangers, in the congregation at Cenchrea. 

Church History tells us what noble, self-sacrificing ser- 
vice such women workers performed during the first centuries 
of the Christian Church. 

When by and by false doctrine and idolatrous practises 
crept into the Church, and popery became more and more 
established, the female diaconate gradually changed into 
nunnery. 

As a fruit of the Reformation, the office of deaconess 
was again established, especially through the labors of Flied- 
ner at Kaiserswerth and Loehe at Neuendettelsau, Germany, 
about eighty years ago. 

At present there are about 20,000 deaconesses. The 
Ipiscopal, Presbyterian, Baptist, Methodist, and other 
churches have such trained female workers. Among Lutheran 
synods the General Council, the General Synod, and the 
Augustana Synod have the help of deaconesses in their own 
charitable institutions and in their mission-work. 

Why not our Synodical Conference? If other church- 
bodies have deaconess schools in which they train women for 
assisting pastors and missionaries in their work among the 
poor, the sick, the needy, the forsaken, the outcasts, both in 
institutions and in private homes, why should not we have 
the same? 
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There is, and has been for years, a erying need of women 
workers, in our city missions, our charitable institutions, and 
in our foreign mission-fields. After having had the matter 
under consideration for years, the Charities Association of the 
Synodical Conference at its convention at Fort Wayne last 
summer resolved to organize a Deaconess Association. ‘This 
resolution was carried into effect when on August 17,°1919, 
a number of our Fort Wayne Lutherans organized the Lu- 
theran Deaconess Association of the Kvangelical Lutheran 
Synodical Conference of North America. The purpose of 
the Association, as stated in its constitution, is “a) to educate 
and train Lutheran deaconesses for the care of the sick and 
the poor in the congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran 


Synodical Conference and for the ministry of mercy in the 


charitable institutions and in the home and foreign mission- 
work of said Synodical Conference; b) to erect and maintain 
Lutheran deaconess schools, mother houses, and other insti- 
tutions likely to promote the purposes of the association.” 
One of the first things to be done is to provide for a mother 
house, that is, a suitable building for the deaconess school 
and home. 

Any one desiring further -information, especially such 
young women as might consider serving the Master and His 
Church in the office of deaconess, will please write to the 
Lutheran Deaconess Association, Main Office 2307 Broadway, 
Fort Wayne, Ind. 

May the Lord bless this new undertaking. May He make 
many hearts and hands willing to support this work, and 
may there be no lack of Christian women in our Synod also 
who will cheerfully serve as Lutheran deaconesses! 

}fort Wayne, Ind. J. R. GRAEBNER. 


Lutheran Deaf-Mute Institute. 


When mama takes little Johnnie by the hand on the 
morning after Labor Day and marches him off to school, 
there to begin the second phase of his young life, the little 
fellow does not feel in the highest of spirits, partially, be- 
cause of his dog, bat, and ball, the play he must leave behind 
him, partially, for fear of things unknown, but sure to 
happen. 1t hurts mama’s heart to see her little boy ery and 
look sad; but she knows it will not be,long before he will 
be made happy by what he is learning, and that the present 
heartache must be endured that happiness might result. 

Now suppose little Johnnie is deaf, or is, as commonly 
called, a deaf-mute. What shall become of him when he is 
seven or eight years old? Why, he must be sent to school, 
just as his hearing brothers and sisters are sent to school. 
“Yes, he ought to be sent to school. Not to send little deaf 
Johnnie to school is a crime, and a far greater crime than 
depriving his brothers and sisters who can hear of a schooling. 
Of course, he cannot be sent to a common school, but must 
leave his home, his parents, brothers, and sisters, and take 
a train, and go to a school for deaf children. Tere he is 
now, in strange surroundings, in strange territory, in rooms 
and buildings which look awfully big, among many, many 
strange faces of boys and girls, even though they are afflicted 
in the same manner as he is. You can be sure that little 
Johnnie feels quite lonely, and it is not a surprise to sce 
a tear, sometimes a stream of tears, roll down his little cheeks. 
And J dare say that at home the folks he left behind him are 
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feeling just as “blue” and downcast as he. owever, the day 
after arriving, the little fellow, with others of Jus age and 
affliction, is led into a neat, clean, well-lighted, well-ventilated, 
cheerful classroom. He meets with a lady who treats him 
with kindness, -takes him on her lap, pets him, and shows 
herself a friend to him, and before long little Johnnie realizes 
that school is not such a bad place after all, and he begins 
to be happy. His happiness grows and he claps his hands 
for joy when, after many efforts, he succeeds in producing 
correct sounds, syllables, and words, in reading words from 
his teacher’s and fellow-pupils’ lips, in identifying spoken 
and written words with the objects and ideas, in putting his 
thoughts into simple sentences. And when the parents get 
their first letter from their far-away boy, simple letter though 
it be and generally reading: “I love my mama. I love my 
papa. Good-bye!” they forget the sorrow of the parting and 
are happy because the pain of parting has produced such 
marvelous results in so short a time. Now they see that their 
little deaf laddie is going to be happy. And they are happy 
at having conquered their selfishness of wanting to keep 
Johnnie out of school and in ignorance. Now they know that 
it was good for Johnnie to be sent away to school, even 
though it did hurt at first. And the older Johnnie becomes 
and the larger his knowledge, the wider grows his mental 
vision, the greater is his happiness. And when, after many 
years, he graduates and is prepared to make his way in life, 
side by side with his hearing fellow-men, then his own and 
his parents’ cup of hapiness is full, and the pain of separation 
is swallowed up in the happiness of success.. Had he and 
his parents not suffered the pangs of separation, and had they, 
influenced by the tears of the boy, given heed to the selfish 
ery of a false love and not sent him to school, their sweet 
and splendid little Jad would now be on the borderland of 
idiocy. Now he is happy, and his mind is alert, and he owes 
it to the love and foresight of his parents. 

In Detroit, our Lutheran Church, by voluntary contri- 
butions, is maintaining a school for her deaf children. ‘To 
be sure, it is in a State which, by some, 1s considered “ ’way 
out West” and by others “’way out East.”. Johnnie has 
a far way to go to get there. Sometimes he travels as much 
as twelve hundred miles. But many parents having deaf chil- 
dren do not send them to our chureh-school because of the 
way, because of the fears of what might happen on the way, 
and, oftentimes, because of the selfishness of a love which is 
not willing to suffer for the child’s final happiness and is, 


‘therefore, not a true, but false love; for true love always 


seeks the best welfare of others. Are parents doing right if 
they withhold their deaf children from their church-school 
because of the way, the long periods. of being parted, because 
of their unbelief of God’s promises of angel protection to all 
His little ones, and send them to the near-hy State school or 
city school? Most assuredly not! Such parents are depriving 
their deaf children of the supreme happiness which Cod has 
prepared for them in Christ Jesus. It is true that in the 
State and city schools the deaf child is given a certain 
measure of happiness. But the supreme and perfect happi- 
ness can be given only in a church-schoo] which teaches the 
true and pure Word of God and educates by the medium of 
this Word. What might this perfect happiness be? It is 
this that, besides the secular branches of language, arithmetic 
geography, physiology, speech, lip-reading, gymnastic sar 
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cises, our school teaches its children to know Jesus, their 
Savior from sin and destruction, the places where Ile may be 
found: the Word and the Sacraments, the high privilege and 
happiness of being Christ’s own and His servant now and 
forever. Aye, that is true happiness, unfading happiness, 
everlasting happiness, to say: I believe that Jesus Christ 
is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned 
creature, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, 
and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver, 
but with His holy, precious’ blood and with His innocent 
suffering and death, that [ may be His own, and live under 
Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteous- 
ness, innocence, and blessedness. A child (hus happy Is 
truly happy; for he is one of the chosen generation, the 
royal priesthood, the holy nation, the peculiar people. 

Parents, is it not worth your while to send your deaf 
children to our Lutheran School for the Deaf that they may 
be made eternally happy? ‘Think it over before deciding to 
send your children elsewhere. Your children’s eternal welfare 
and happiness ought to be your first consideration. And we 
assure you that the secular branches are not neglected in our 
school, but taught with precision and success. 

Vellow-Lutherans, is it not worth your while to pray 
for and give towards the upkeep and expansion of our Lu- 
theran School for the Deaf? Think it over before saying, No. 
T’o lead our, fellow-man to his eternal and spiritual welfare is 
the supreme act of charity. 

Parents, send your deaf children to our Ev. Luth. Deaf- 
mute Institute at Detroit, Mich., even though the way be 
long and the separation painful. I’ellow-Lutherans, let us be 
cheerful givers and earnest petitioners, that our Institute may 
be maintained, improved, and expanded for the temporal and, 
above all, the eternal welfare of the deaf children in our midst. 

Detroit, Mich. W. GIELow. 


Religious Work at a Girls’ Reformatory. 

On Lake Drive, in the city of Milwaukee, opposite a 
large hospital, we find a group of cottages surrounded by 
a beautiful lawn. ‘These buildings house only young people 
and are called the Wisconsin Industrial School for Girls, 
a corrective institution for young girls between the ages 
of twelve and twenty-one years. ‘There are at present not 
quite 300 girls in the school. All these girls, with some ex- 
ceptions, have appeared before a judge in their respective 
home towns for misdemeanors and incorrigibility, and have 
finally been committed by him to the Industrial oekee until 
they attain the age of twenty-one. 

It is a severe punishment for any il to spend the fine 
years of her young girlhood in an institution where she is 
subjected to the rigid rules of the reformatory. ‘There are 
many causes that spell disaster to these girls. Disregard for 
God and His Word, evil associations, bad environments and 
home conditions, late hours on the streets, careless and neg- 
lectful parents, — these are some of the things that have 
brought ruin to those girls. Beset by temptations of various 
kinds, they have succumbed, receiving the due reward for 
their sinful deeds. Let me at thts point impress the great 
value of religious training of the child and the youth wn the 
schools of the Church. My experience, covering a period of 
eighteen years in various institutions, has strengthened my 
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faith in the parochial schools. Graduates of our Lutheran 
schools, girls instructed in the fundamental facts of the Chris- 
tian religion by Christian teachers, and confirmed in the 
Church, are not filling the Industrial School or institutions 
of like nature. We are very grateful to note this fact, and 
we cannot express our gratitude in a better way than to give 
the Christian training of our children the utmost care. 

Many of these girls have had little or no religious in- 
struction while at home. Many of them never knew the bless- 
ings of a Christian home and the good example of God-fearing 
parents. Their commitment to the Industrial School has been 
a blessing in disguise; for here they find ample opportunity 
to learn to distinguish between right and wrong, hear the 
wonderful Bible stories, aud, above all, hear of Jesus and His 
work of redemption, and obtain an answer to the great ques- 
tion, “What must I do to be saved?” | . 

On the grounds of the school there is a special building 
set aside for religious services. It is our chapel. On Sunday 
you will find every seat occupied in chapel. 
privilege to preach to these girls for many years. About 
240 girls attend services regularly. A sermon is preached, 
Law and Gospel, sin and grace, proclaimed to them. As 
a secondary feature we have the beautiful singing by .this 
congregation of young people. Music, one of God’s good and 
perfect. gifts, is a regular feature at all our services. In 
addition to congregational singing we have our own school 
choruses and quartets, and visitors who have attended some 
of these services have commented favorably on the singing. 
Tt is, in truth, a singing congregation. 

‘To the public service we must add the important personal 
work of the pastor with the individual. Hand-picked fruit 
always lasts the longest. In the personal interview the pastor 
has one of the grandest opportunities with the conscience- 
stricken and sin-burdened soul. There comes a time, also in 
the life of these misguided young girls, when they simply 
must confide in some one in order not to be crushed under 
their burden of guilt and disgrace. This is the golden hour 
of the pastor. If he is a pastor, a shepherd, in the true sense 
of the word, a soul-may, with God’s help, be won for God 
and His kingdom. Personal and individual interviews with 
these girls are an important part of our work, and they have 
not been in vain. 

During the week we give religious instruction to some 
of the girls and prepare them for confirmation. It was a 
memorable event, when, on January. 18, a class of thirty girls 
appeared in chapel and presented themselves for confirmation. 
(The baptism of two girls preceded this special service.) The 


‘\ 


[It has been our. | 


ceremony made a deep impression, not only on these con-. 


firmands between the ages of fourteen and nineteen years, 
but also on the school officers and interested friends, who had 
the good fortune to witness this Lutheran confirmation. 
Members of this class have already been paroled, on the merits 
of their good conduct and behavior, and have left the school. 
At the present time we have the pleasure of instructing a new 
class of ten girls. It is an agreeable task to teach these 
girls the Catechism, all of them anxious and eager to hear 
and learn. 

We also have the celebration of Holy Communion at 
regular intervals. 

Tt is with pleasure that we relate the baptism of one 
of our girls who is a deaf-mute. She had received her entire 
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instruction by means of the sion-language of the deaf. It 
was very impressive and inspiring, when, on the day of her 
baptism, this deaf girl gave her answers, recited the Apostles’ 
Creed, and concluded with a rendering of the Twenty-third 
Psalm in the silent language of these people. ‘The entire 
ceremony was conducted in the sign-language, the pastor 
interpreting for the witnesses and friends. This young girl 
feels very happy about her baptism. She has left the insti- 
tution a Christian girl, saying with the people in the Gospel: 
“THe hath done all things well.” 
It is true, a pastor whose duties take him to such and 
‘ similar institutions will always find some that are insincere, 
merely religious pretenders; all this he must expect ; but it 
ought not to discourage him in his great and noble work 
of winning souls from eternal destruction. The command 
stands: “Preach the Gospel to every creature.” 
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, un- 
movable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, for- 
asmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” 


Milwaukee, Wis. K. A. DUEMLING. 
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Subscription Surprises. — Upon the last page of this 
number of the Witness the reader will find an announcement 
by the publishers that the subscription price of the Lutheraner 
and of the Lutueran Witness is to be advanced to $1.25 
per annum. This means, of course, that all those who have 
obtained these papers at $1.00 per annum will now have to pay 
$1.25, whereas those in St. Louis and in foreign countries who 
_ have heretofore paid $1.25 will have to pay $1.50. 

In this announcement there are three surprises. In the 
first place, we are surprised that the subscription price was not 
increased long ago. As far as we know, the LuTuerRaN WITNESS 
and the Lutheraner are the only periodicals that have not 
advanced their subscription price in the last few years. Long 
ago we expected to see a notice of such an increase, but were 
disappointed again and again. Some publications have had 
two and three increases in subscription rates, although they 
carry thousands of dollars worth of advertising, whereas the 
Lutheraner and the LutHeran Witness do not carry one cent’s 
worth of paid advertising. : 

The second surprise is that the advance in price, now that 
it has come, is so very small—twenty-five cents per annum, 
scarcely more than two cents a month. We expected to sce 
the price doubled. We know of other publications which can 
in uo way compare with our Lutheraner and LutHeran WIt- 
ness, and yet charge twice our price for their papers. 

And now comes the third and greatest surprise. The pub- 
lishers announce that this small advance will not be in force 
until September 15, 1920, so that all those who send in their 
money so as to reach Concordia Publishing House before that 
date may still subscribe for cither of these periodicals at the 
old price. Truly, that is treating the readers liberally, gener- 
ously, kindly. ‘ 

We hope that this notice of the publishers will not be over- 
looked, and that all will take advantage of this synodical 
munificence. Pastors, teachers, and others who are interested 
in spreading our publications are thus given an excellent oppor- 
tunity to make a special announcement of this matter from 
the pulpit or elsewhere, and to say a few words of the important 
and blessed work which our publications are doing for us. You 
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are doing your fellow-Christians a great favor if you call their 
attention to this matter in due time, so that they may tako 
advantago of their present opportunity. = S. 

Our Synod and the Good Samaritan. — We do not recall 
having ever heard a single statement in condemnation of the 
Good Samaritan. To most men the Good Samaritan is the 
personification of charity, and nearly all men wish to appear 
charitable. If men knew the truth, they would see that the 
Lord Jesus Christ, our blessed Savior, is the true, original Good 
Samaritan. And not only is Jesus the Good Samaritan, but 
He makes good Samaritans of all those who become His dis- 
ciples. Whoever becomes a sincere disciple of the Lord Jesus 
Christ is changed into a good Samaritan. It is not an in- 
stantancous aud perfect change, but the good Samaritan spirit 
enters the heart of every Christian, and moves every believer 
to do good to his neighbor. There are many organizations on 
this earth that claim to-do the works of the Good Samaritan, 
but their insincerity and hypocrisy ought to be evident to all 
when it becomes known that these people will accept only those 
as prospective subjects for charity who, in all probability, will 
never be in need of any assistance. They subject all applicants 
for membership to a searching examination, and if these tests 
reveal the fact that the applicant really needs help, he is merci- 
lessly rejected. Such organizations are the personifications of 
selfishness parading in the disguise of good Samaritans. No 
one can become a genuine good Samaritan except by believing 
in Jesus Christ. For Jesus, the original Good Samaritan, said 
of Himself: “I am the Vine, ye are the branches. He that 
abideth in Me and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit; for without Me ye can do nothing.” John15,5. If we 
wish men to become good Samaritans, we must cultivate the 
vineyard of the Lord Jesus Christ, we must, in short, preach 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. “How shall they believe in Him 
of whom they have not heard?” But those who hear and be- 
lieve the Gospel of our Savior, they become good Samaritans. 
In this way murderers and thieves have become good Samar- 
itans. Zacchaeus and Paul are but two examples of the millions 
of these. 

Our Synod, because it teaches God’s Word, is doing this 
very work of making good Samaritans. Our Synod is a factory 
where good Samaritans are made and turned out. As men 
through our teaching»come to know Jesus and to believe in 
Him, their hearts fill with love for the poor, the outcast, the 
prisoner, the sick, and the wretched of every description. Our 
Christians and congregations build orphan homes, homes for 


. defective children, hospitals, and old people’s homes; they send 


missionaries into the slums, hospitals, and prisons of our cities 
in order to help those who have fallen among thieves and are 
in distress. It is impossible here to report all the comforting 
words that our missionaries have spoken in hospitals and 
prisons. It is impossible to report all that has been done for 
helpless children, destitute old people, deaf-mutes, defectives, 
and the unfortunate in gencral. It is true, our Christians 
have not yet attained perfection in these works of the Good 
Samaritan. One reason why we do not do more of the works 
of the Good Samaritan is because there are still so many 
who tako very little part in the work of the Church. There are 
still a great many on this earth who do not believe, or do not 
realize, that in order to produce the works of the Good Samar- 
itan, we must first of all make Christians by the preaching 
of the Word of God. There is yet much room for Good Samar- 
itan work in our midst. Let us also on this account, because 
we wish to sce all manner of Good Samaritan work performed 
among us, take an earnest interest in all the work of our Synod 
and in its welfare in gencral. Our Synod is in truth a factory 
of good Samaritans, and the more its works of education, 
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preaching, teaching, publishing, and missions grow, prosper, 
and inerease, the more real, genuine Good Samaritan work 
will bo done on this earth. Only they who believe in the love 
that God has toward us, only they who bclievo that God so 
loved the world that He gave Ilis only-begotten Son to die 
for us, only they will do real, genuine Good Samaritan works. 
All who oppose the Christian Church are not only not good 
Samaritans, they are in reality enemies of all real works of 
charity. Let us also for this reason take an active part in the 
work of the Church of Christ. 

God bless our Synod in its work of turning out good 
Samaritans! S. 


Charity, the Sweet Daughter of Faith. — When the 
Gospel was first preached to the heathen world, a strange con- 
flict arose in the minds of those who heard the Christian 
teaching and saw the Christian life. The teachings were utterly 
repugnant to them. . Accept this Jewish Rabbi, this Jesus of 
Nazareth, as the Son of God and Savior of men? Bend the 
knee to Him, offer up to Him prayer and supplication? Receive 
Him as King of kings, the Redeemer of the race, the Judge 
to come of quick and dead? All this seemed ridiculous, an 
insult to the intelligence of the age. But on the other hand, 
there was the Christian life. Was there ever anything so lovely 
and pure? Had there ever been such charity, such love of 
humankind, such unselfish service not of the brethren only, 
but of all humanity? “Behold,” was the wondering cry, 
recorded by one of the early fathers of the Church, “behold 
how these Christians love one another!” And the wonder in- 
creased; men did not trust their hearing and their sight, when 
the Christians, in obedience to their Master’s example and com- 
mand, loved their enemies, did well to them that hated them, 
nursed tho sick of their heathen neighbors, adopted their or- 
phans, and received the outcasts of socicty into homes provided 
by ‘the’ Church! Something most wonderful had happened: 
Merey had been born into the world. ‘Touched by the irre- 
_ gistible appeal of Mercy, men began to inquire after the doc- 
trine, and in the teachings of the Apostolic Church found the 
Savior from sin, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Second only to their loyalty to the teachings of Christ 
was the devotion with which the early Christians served their 
divine Lord in stricken humanity. The liberality of-the Chris- 
tians for the alleviation of human suffering was boundless. 
They would surrender their entire property in order to purchase 

slaves from the market, and then give them their liberty. They 
' would tako in tho sick-thrown on the dung-hill by heartless 
heathen relatives and nurse them to health in their own homes. 
A little later they built entire cities around their churches, 
cities mado up of charitable institutions, the house of worship 
forming the center of a large group of buildings devoted to 
. the care of the orphans, tho sick, the aged, and the outcasts. 

Organized charity began in Jerusalem, when seven deacons 
were appointed to superintend the care of the widows of the 
congregation. Organized charity has ever since had its place 
where Christians are gathered into congregations. It has its 
place also among us Lutherans, also in our Synod. We have 
lately devoted an entire issue of our paper to the church-work 
mapped out by cooperative effort at our recent convention. In 
this issue of our paper we give space to the organized charity 
of our Synod. It is far from being a comprehensive story, 
but the articles herewith submitted are evidence that also among 
. us Charity, the Daughter of Faith, has her blessed activities. 
May we grow also in this grace, and ever more exhibit to the 
world those exalted labors for the relief of suffering which 
represent so largo an element in tho life of Him whom we 
serve in the obedience of Faith. G. 


Reaching Out for Childhood. — The New Theology denics 
the existence of a Holy Trinity, denies the inspiration of Scrip- 
turo, denies the sinfulness of sin, denies the reality of miracles, 
the immortality of the soul, the existence of either devils or 
angels, of heaven, hell, and the Last Judgment. It is an odious 
hypocrisy, invented by the Father of Lies. It is a greater 
menace to the Christian Church than all the efforts of Voltaire, 
Vogt, Haeckel, Huxley, Emerson, Tom Paine, and Bob Ingersoll 
combined. These men were openly opposed to the Church of 
Christ. He who reads their books knows that he is associating 
with the apostles of Satan, and if he runs the risk of 
such association once too often, has only himself to blame. 
Dr. Shailer Matthews, on the other hand, and Prof. Foster, and 
Prof. Haupt, and Dr. Adams, and Dr. Lyman Abbot, proclaim 
their unbelicf from Christian pulpits and in Christian lecture- 
halls. The high-seats of the New Theology, Union Seminary, 
Chicago University, Johns Hopkins, are even now exerting an 
influence upon religious thought that extends to every part of 
our country. The [omiletic Review and Biblical World scatter 
the infection among that portion of the American clergy which 
the voice of the lecturer has not reached, and the Literary 
Digest serves up every new heresy in tabloid form to the general 
reading public. 

Hitherto the devastvting influences stopped short of the 
Sunday-school room. The authors of Sunday-school manuals 
and lesson helps continued to treat the Bible stories as historical 
narratives and refrained from introducing the latest critical 
theorics into the presentation of the lesson material. But grad- 
ually the destructive teachings of infidel scholarship are invad- 
ing this territory. A wail has gone up from higher-critical 
quarters concerning the backward state of Sunday-school in- 
struction, which so far has given so little recognition to the 
“researches” of modern “scholars,” and the demand that the 
12,300,000 children in our American Sunday-schools be intro- 
duced to a reconstructed Bible is growing more insistent. 

Tho Baptists and Congregationalists are the first to give 
the new infidelity an unrestricted field of operation in the 
Sunday-school room. The Congregational Pilgrim Series 
showed the way some time ago, and now the Advanced Quar- 
terly, 2 Baptist commentary on the International Lessons, has 
commenced to stand sponsor for the “critical method” of 'treat- 
ing the Scripture-text. In the Old Testament story, God per- 
formed a miracle in order to establish the claims of Elijah as 
a prophet of the Most High. He caused fire from heaven to 
consume the water-soaked altar and sacrifice, in response to 
Elijah’s prayer. This seemed too raw to the scholarly author 
of the Advanced Quarterly, and so he explains the mysterious 
affair as having been caused by the “withering heat of a late 
Oriental afternoon, when everything was dry and parched.” 
“This,” says the Presbyterian, “is surely a triumph for the 
hot-air artist. It will be easy for him to explain any miracle 
im the Bible after this.” 

Let our Sunday-schools beware of lesson material which 
does not bear the Lutheran stamp. The very attractive form 
in which much of this sectarian literature is gotten up should 
not blind us to the destructive teachings with which it is 
permeated. G. 


Gasoline and the Gospel. — Mr. John D. Rockefeller, Jr., 
of the Standard Oil Company, knows that a certain grade of 
gasoline can be sold anywhere if only there is enough capital 
backing it and enough advertising to create the sense of a need 
in the auto-riding public. He tried the same methods on the 
Church. Tho experiment was given a fair try-out, and it has 
failed. The Gospel cannot be marketed by methods which apply 
very well in the case of gasoline. The experiment was called 
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the Interchurch World Movement. It aimed at a billion and 
three hundred odd million dollars for the churches. <A billion 
was cut off; in the remaining three hundred million the regular 
budgets of the cooperating churches were included, and the rest 
was to come from the unchurched, whom the church was ex- 
pected first to exploit and then to convert. The principal means 
were a huge guarantee fund, the establishment of offices in a 
great New York sky-scraper, clergymen’s rallies in all States, 
their fares paid by Interchurch, and the hope held out to them 
that if the thing “went over,” they would all have their salaries 
raised quite handsomely. The financial campaign turned out 
an abject failure, all the unchurched contributing only three 
million dollars instead of a much larger amount (the Presby- 
terians alone were expected to raise $21,000,000 from outsiders). 
About the time when matters began to look shaky, one of the 
leaders, Mr. John R. Mott, left for Europe. Then the Presby- 
terians withdrew. permitting further expenditures only for the 
winding-up of the Interchurch business. The bottom dropped 
out when the Northern Baptists recently declared that ‘they 
were through with Interchurch, and severed their connection. 
The principal complaint voiced both by Baptists and Presby- 
terians was the emphasis on money and the blatant advertising, 
— suitable for Crown Gasoline, but not for the Gospel. June 28 
Interchurch diced. The following resolution was adopted on that 
day at the meeting of the executive committee: — 

“Resolved, That the resignations of the exccutive officers 
of the movement presented at the last meeting of the general 
committee be accepted, to take effect June 28, 1920, and that 
discontinuance notices as of June 28, 1920, be sent to all other 
members of the staff to take effect on the same day, subject to 
existing contracts, if any.” 

A meeting of denominational representatives was scheduled 
for July 8, but this can only be in the nature of an autopsy. 

Big business thought it profitable for its own interests 
that the Church be strengthened. The present industrial order 
cannot endure if the pent-up unrest once finds an outlet by 
a violent commotion. As Mr. Knox said in the United States 
Senate May 5: “The whole world seethes with revolution. Our 
own nation is in ferment and turmoil. Force and strife are 


rampant, and threaten the destruction not only of our property, 


but of our free institutions and even of our very lives.” 
Mr. Babson, prominently mentioned in connection with Inter- 
church, said in a trade letter last year that securities possess 
any value only so long as there is popular morality, and the 
people will be moral only so long as the Church does its work; 
hence, “even if its theology is antiquated,” he said, you business 
men must support the Church. On this principle Interchurch 
approached the business men of the country. What the inter- 
relations of the movement with British industry were we do 
not know, but a dispatch of January 13, United News Service, 
London, which is too long to quote here, spoke very significantly 
of a world-wide religious move against “Unrest” and “Bol- 
shevism,” labor and capital being reminded of the golden rule, 
and other words strangely similar to much that we read in 
Interchurch advertising. 

Well, Rockefeller now realizes his mistake. He has learned 
that the Church of to-day is not yet ready for the Church of 
the Future which he described in a booklet a few years ago, 
a church without conviction, without doctrine, without a mes- 
sage of salvation through the vicarious atonement of Jesus 
Christ. The Gospel cannot be promoted like a new brand of 
gasoline. And while one may take four or five bankrupt oil 
companies and by uniting them make them revenue producers, 
the Church cannot be effectively united unless there is unity 
in doctrine. Tnterchurch was a costly experiment, but as a blow 
to the unionistic principle it was worth the price. G. 
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The Theater, Crime, and Scandal. — Even the world 
condemns the criminal and pretends to be shocked when the 
daily newspapers report the misdeeds of that society which is 
conventionally called high, but in reality is very low. Ought 
not some of them ask, Where are the roots and which is the 
soil from which these fruits spring? It is not such a very 
difficult problem to solve. Read the following description, taken 
from a daily of St. Louis of recent date, and ask yourself 
whether here is not the soil and the husbandry that produces 
these vile fruits: — 

“Tn Jack Lait’s latest, Scarlet, no one is strangled, nor is. 
any other violent death method resorted to. True, the under- 
world, the crooked cabarets and thieves’ hangouts are combed 
for sensational episodes, and Scarlet has its fill of these, well 
put on by Miss Suratt and her little company, consisting of 
Kugene Strong, Walter C. Percival, and two or three others 
in the minor réles. ’ 

“Now, as ‘Lady Billy,’ the star is the de luxe entertainer 
in the Scarlet cabaret, where a stranger with money and a de- 
sire for alcohol is about as sure of long life as a man who flings 
himself from a sky-scraper. 

“David Strong, a rich young athlete, falls in love with 
‘Scarlet,’ overcomes the tough who thinks he owns her, goes 
through a mock marriage ceremony with the girl, and keeps 
up the comedy of having her believe that he is of her class, 
a crook, who has been in Sing Sing. After four weeks of living 
together, ‘Scarlet’ finds out the truth about her quondam hus- 
band and expects to be cast off. Her David is not that kind. 
He offers her honorable marriage, and the playlet ends with - 
a happy union. The story does not always ring truo — how, 
indeed, can it? But its recital entertains.” 

Where is that soul or mind that can continually feed upon 
these husks and still remain pure and healthy? Who cannot 
see that these theatrical people are themselves poisoned, and 
that their whole work is conducted so as to deceive and ensnare 
the young fools who come to warm themselves at their fires? 
Ifow can any one who earnestly prays: “Create in me a clean 
heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me,” go straight- 
way to this company to have his soul polluted and besmirched 
and poisoned with the filth of the world? S. 

The Happy Home. — Another source of much misery and 
crime is the unhappy home. In truth, there is a constant deadly 
cooperation between the dark and gloomy home and the bright 
and gay theater. The wretched hone drives its inmates out 
to seck elsewhere for checr and joy, and what people see and 
hear in the theaters and show-houses not only unfits them to 
improve their hoines, but rather causes them to grow dissatisfied 
with any home. It used to be that the unhappy home drove 
the man out to drink, and, full of drink, he went home to 
make that place still more gloomy and miserable. Now about 
the same conditions prevail between many families and the 
show-houses. You cannot wreck the theater, but you can do 
something to make home brighter. At least you should not be 
a joy-killer, and drive others forth to- find joys elsewhere. It 
is not for a Christian simply to complain about conditions, it 
is for every Christian to apply the remedies which God supplics. 
Some one must make the beginning of making the home happy. 
Why not you, dear reader, make that beginning? Can you not 
do more to brighten your home than heretofore? It certainly 
is not the lack of money that drives people from the family 
circle to the expensive and lewd, theatrical performances and 
other sinful amusements. Sce to it that the poet’s words may 
not be true of your home: — 


We have smiles for the passing stranger, 
We have smiles for the short-time guest, 
But oft for our own the bitter tone, 
Though we love our own the best. 
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Christianity does not consist in constant fault-finding, criticism 
and nagging. Christian faith leads us to be Rugisies anil 
patient with’ others, to recognize blessings, to be chanieful, to 
appreciate favors, though they be ever so small, to rejoice in 
the Lord, and to rejoice with those who rejoice, to delight in 
the Word of God, to be of one heart and one soul, to do good 
and to communicate, to eat our meat with gladness and single- 
ness of heart. If all Christians would be glad of the privilege 
and the opportunity to cheer the home, to aid in making it 
bright and happy, to ease burdens there, to show appreciation, 
to be thankful and to help others to be thankful} to sing 
psalms till others catch the contagion and join in the hymn of 
praise, and daily to have those glad tidings of great joy sound 
in prose or poetry in the home, what a delightful place they 
could make of home! ITlow blessed they would be in it, and 
how much they would bless others! Sweet home would be 
sweeter still! If you are a Christian, Iet every one about you 
notice that your Christian faith is intimately joined with 
Christ’s spirit of help and of saving, and with a hope that is 
certain of victory. Christians can help to make their homes 
places where the angels love to dwell, and where our blessed 
Lord is glad to abide. S. 


What the Presbyterians Say of Their Convention. — 
The editor of the Presbyterian has this to say: “Few Assem- 
blies have had such a crowded program as had the Assembly 
just closed. Seldom in the history of the Presbyterian Church 
has any Assembly been confronted with four such far-reaching 
questions as the Interchurch, the New Era, the Council on 


Organic Union, and the ordination of women. The Interchurch ' 


involved questions touching the general cooperation and the 
preservation of the moral and financial honor of the Church. 
This question has been settled by severing all relations and 
responsibilities with the Interchurch. The New Era was a 
much simpler question, involving only the management of an 
organization in our own Church. It was greatly modified and 
limited, and the new arrangement secms to receive general 
consent. The ordination of women involves a question of Scrip- 
tural and historical order, and, without any discussion by the 
Assembly, was submitted to the presbyteries for their discussion 
and final decision. The most important and far-reaching of all 
the questions before the Assembly was that of organic union 
with other evangelical churches. It involves the autonomy, 
integrity, and very existence of the Presbyterian and other 
Protestant churches. The consideration given to this question 
was both irregular and insufficient.” 

And again, in the same number of the Presbyterian, the 
editor writes: “very Assembly has its own individuality. 
Some are submissive to the platform, and some control the 
platform, Confusion was the mark of this Assembly. At times 
it asserted itself with great vigor. Again it showed indifference 
on most fundamental questions, and passed them without any 
discussion. ‘This confusion seemed to arise from a state of 
mind which said, We do not know. There was reason for this. 

Another cause for this confusion was the prominence of 
the question of organic union. On this the Church is strongly 
divided. One division is for organic union in one big organiza- 
tion of all Protestantism, and that at any price. This compauy 
is prepared to submerge every fundamental of the faith in 
order to secure a big organization. It is also ready to develop 
a strong certral power, even to vesting final control in a small 
commission or in one man. With this company bigness of 
organization has become such a fetish that they are ready to 
abandon truth and liberty to secure it, and so they are alto- 
gether bent on reaching this objective. Many of this party 
realized the error and evils of the Interchurch Movement, but 
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they were ready still to maintain it because its failure would 
be a block to their general scheme of organic union... . The 
question intruded itself into nearly every plan of the Assembly, 
and so increased the conf usion, which at times became almost 
lawlessness. The multiplicity and length of reports also in- 
ereased weariness and confusion of the Assembly. There were 
times when vigorous young men declared they could no longer 
enduro the tension.” 

Wo love, and sympathize with,. all those who are true 
Christians in the Presbyterian Church. No doubt, they are 
sighing to God to be delivered from all this confusion and 
tyranny, and we say to them what God Himself says to them: 
“Come out from among them, and be ye separate!” 


Why should Christians endure this constantly and pain- 
fully irritating external union with those who openly confess 
their unbelief or are blind leaders? No man should expect 
that of a Christian, and God Himself expressly forbids it. 
There are Christians, many of them, who stand ready to wel- 
come those who separate themselves from unbelievers and 
errorists. “Come out from among them, and be ye separate!” 


S. 








®Outlonk anh Beview. 





Correspondence. 


EPHPHATHA CONFERENCE. 


While the Delegate Synod was in session in the heart of 
bustling industrial Detroit to further Christ’s kingdom, Eph- 
phatha Conference met in the calm and repose of the Institu- 
tion for the Deaf to deliberate on the interests of our Mission 


- to the Deaf and make the missionaries more efficient in preach- 


ing the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The conference met from the 
18th to the 22d, and the time was profitably spent. Present 
were eight members, two from the far Northwest, one from the 
extreme East, and the remainder from the central States of 
our country. 

The adequate rendering in the sign-language of a list of 
words compiled by men in active service, with which they had 
more or less difficulty, was the chief topic before the conference. 
But the members did not compile a dictionary or manual of signs. 
The practical side of the question was never lost sight of. 
Words were always associated with some Scripture-passage or 
referred to Luther’s Small Catechism, which must be the foun- 
dation upon which we build. Current signs were employed, 
local signs were raised to dignity and respect, new ones coined 
to render adequately and intelligibly the saving truths of the 
Bible. A eatechization on a portion of the Second Article was 
conducted entirely in the sign-language, the members of the 
conterence taking the place of deaf under instruction prepara- 
tory for confirmation. The various missionary fields were given 
some attention, and a possible redistricting was discussed. The 
body in session noted with regret that one of its latest accessions 
had lost heart, and resigned his post. The winning of men 
among the Seminary recruits, and their drill in the language 
in which they will preach, was emphasized. The Deaf Lutheran, 
a missionary monthly serving the interests of the deaf, and 
the whole problem of advertising received attention. Finally 
the missionaries met with the Board in a special evening session 
in a committee-room of the convention hall, to adjust in a spirit 
of cooperation matters between the Board and themselves. 

Synod being in session, the conference delerated one of its 
members to address the body, assuring them that we were faith- 
fully carrying out their trust, and despite obstacles were lpok- 
ing forward undaunted. On the morning of Sunday, June 20, 
a service for the deaf was conducted in the snug little chapel, 
which the missionaries attended in a body. It was gratifying 
to seo 53 deaf, almost the entire congregation, partake of the 
Lord’s Supper. _ # 
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7 yer in our memories 
as one of the pleasant things of life, and we gratefully acknowl- 
edge our obligations -to our host, the Board of ‘Directors of the 
Lutheran Institution for the Deaf. 


New York, N. Y. 


SHALL OURS REMAIN THE “SINGING CHURCH’’? 


At, the close of the World War our Soldiers’ and Sailors’ 
Bulletin published a number of tributes to the Lutheran day- 
school because of the caliber of service-men which it produced. 
To all of these testimonials the following may be added, which, 
as far as we know, throws light from a new angle: — 

In a Southern town, where parochial schools are, and always 
were, unheard of, the Lutheran choir of the local United Lu- 
theran (Merger) Church was going over the hymns for Sunday. 
The pastor had selected a “new” hymn, and it was giving them 
untold trouble and vexation. The tune was, “Erhalt uns. Herr, 
bei deinem Wort.” The organist who that evening was supply- 
ing for, the regular church:organist was one of our own boys in 
uniform, —a Lutheran day-school graduate. Surprised at the 
state of affairs, he tried them out on such gems of Lutheran 
hymnology as, “Flerzliecbster JeSu, was hast du verbrochen,” 
“Wer nur den lieben Gott laesst walten,” and a few others, but 
found to his utmost chagrin that these young people had neither 
knowledge of, nor taste for, the distinctive music of. their 
Church which he had loved from childhood. They were not 
familiar with Luther’s Battle-hymn. The soul-stirring minors 
of “Kommt her zu mir, spricht Gottes Sohn” were sleeping 
potions to them. They deplored the introduction of the new 
hymnal. -They longed for the tincanny strains of “Brighten the 
Corner Where You Are” and such like.— When the organist 
dropped on his cot that night, he was still wondering how 
“Lutheran” people could be so tasteless in the matter of hymns. 

It used to be our boast that the Lutheran Church is the 
singing Church. As such it has in tho past four centuries 
developed a mass of church music that is the envy of non- 
Lutheran connoisseurs and should be the pride of every Lu- 
theran heart. Our schoolchildren know and appreciate the 
depth and beauty of our hymns; and how they do sing them! 
Theirs is an educated taste. It’s a heart-breaking task to en- 
deavor to make this. spiritual music live in a congregation where 
it has not entered in childhood. As we love our grand Lutheran 
hymns, let us foster the parish school! 


Troutville, Pa. 


ARTHUR BOL... 
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HOT SPRINGS (S. DAK.) SANATORIUM. 


This is one of the latest additions to the long line of 
charitable institutions within the Synodical Conference. In 
1917 Dr. P. Nichols, a well-known cancer specialist, offered his 
beautiful three-story sanatorium building at Hot Springs for 
sale at a very reasonable price. The Lutherans of South Dakota 
and Nebraska, well aware of the fact that our people had no 
institution of this kind at any health resort, at once became 
busy. They formed an association, bought the building and 
grounds, remodeled and equipped the former, and opened the 

institution in September, 1918. / 
Although it is a well-equipped hospital where all kinds of 
_ surgical operations are performed, it is primarily a sanatorium, 
taking care of patients that cannot be cured by either medicine 
or surgery. The wonderful climate, the pure ozonized air, and 
the healing mineral. waters of Hot Springs are especially well 
adapted for the treatment of such diseases as the various forms 
of rheumatism, chronic, joint, and similar afflictions, as well as 
heart disease, nervous exhaustion, and skin diseases. On ac- 
count of its climate and warm mineral waters there is located 
here the Battle Mountain National Sanatorium, which was 
erected by the Government after exhaustive tests for old soldiers, 
who are sent here from all States of the Union for treatment. 
The Black Hills, although they do not possess the grandeur 
of the Rockies, nevertheless offer the most beautiful natural 
scenery. All this puts this institution in a class by itself; it 
Is, in fact, the only one of its kind under the management of 
members of the Synodical Conference. It can be heartily recom- 
mended to such as suffer from overwork, especially pastors, 
teachers, professors, and synodical officers, as a better place for 
rest and recuperation could hardly be found. It may be pointed 
out that an adequate amount of radium is at tho disposal of 
the institution, which makes the successful treatment of cancer 


and other malignant a possible without the use of the 
1 *¢ nesthetic. , ' 
— aati years our Church has = a press 
ing-station at Hot Springs, but since the opening Oo = age 
torium a small, yet enthusiastic congregation — = ma 
ganized. With the help of our Christians in. Nebraska an 
South Dakota the erection of a beautiful church and BarsonaiG 
is now well under way. In the mean time both ee an 
English services are held regularly in the Baptist Chure i by 
our local pastor, who is also the chaplain of our institution. 
Plainview, Nebr. J. HOoustun. 


DYING WITH A QOOD PHYSICAL EQUIPMENT. 


Cleveland’s most conservative daily is the Plain Dealer. 
On the Saturday church page, under date of May 8, they printed 
an extended account of a dying church. It is the Dunham 
Avenue Christian Church, E. 66th Street and Quinby Avenue. 
In spite of a valuable lot and a complete equipment tor church 
services, the membership has fallen steadily from 700, a few 
years ago, to its present stage of less than 100. Regular services 
are no longer held, but the item states that the little group ot 
survivors are held together through the medium of a weekly 
church-supper! | ; 

Of course, this item is Interchurch World propaganda, for 
it is stated that an Interchurch World survey is being made of 
the territory. This is to be followed by a revival. <A revival 
means to inject new life into something that has been dead. 
Revive comes from a Latin word which means “to bring back 
to life.” It is not necessary to say that the weekly church- 
supper at Dunham Avenue Christian Church has not proved 
a success, in so far as putting life into the moribund church is 
concerned. Eating an oyster-stew is not a means of grace, and 
through a lettuce sandwich and a mug of coffee there can be 
no salvation, otherwise the average restaurant keeper would 
have many stars in his erown. Neither will a survey by the 
Interchurch World Movement put new life into the Dunham 
Avenue church-somnolent. The writer of these lines has made 
more “surveys” and canvasses within the past eight years than 
he can count. We believe in a “survey” or-a canvass of a 
neighborhood. Our attic is replete with many bundles of index 
cards, all the results of such surveys. But we can say without 
hesitation that never yet have we known a survey to bring one 
single soul into the Kingdom. <A canvass is valuable in mission- 
work, but unless followed up by the Gospel, one had better save 
his energy, and the money paid for index ecards. We know 
a man who once reported surveying 1,000 families in thirty days. 
But he failed because he couldn’t preach well enough to cause 
the surveyed families to go to his mission the second time. 

Having tried church-suppers and the community canvass, 
now Dunham Avenue 1s going to try the old-fashioned revival. 
Soon some wandering evangelist, with Rodeheaver-Ackley “song- 
books,” will hurl tremendous adjectives at the sinner, while a 
eloth sign stretched across Quinby Avenue will exhort the pass- 
ing public to “Get Right with God.” Ti may be that many 
converts will “hit the sawdust trail,” and give eloquent testi- 
monies to the effect that “five years ago I was a very wicked 
man, for I chewed Climax tobacco, smoked a filthy pipe, dese- 
erated the Sabbath by writing on a typewriter Sunday after- 
noon, — but now I’m a saved man.” 

We are not writing these lines to criticize Dunham Avenue 
Christian Church. Our purpose is to call attention to the fact 
that it takes something more than the oyster-stew, the ecom- 
munity canvass, and the revival to fill the em 

: pty pew. Only 
the Gospel can do it. If Dunham Avenue Church follows u 
the Thursday church-supper, the canvass, and the revival irk 
a forceful preaching of the old-time Gospel, her dwindling memni- 

12 . ° . Do 
bership list me A 2 entat ts and she may yet regain her 

2 advertises sermons St evar 
Ought to Know about Cancer Cures,” evrolle eet every Man 
of the nearby Epworth Memorial MM. E. O 
fee ee eas Itxtraordinary! 
tralto Soloist of the Metropolitan Gran 
York,” then sure failure will result, “Wreee Company, New 


do likewise if they expect to survive, 


Cleveland, O. - F. R. WEBBER 
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ESTABLISHING CHRISTIANITY BY LAW. 
! 


“The Witness Committee” of Pittsburgh, Pa., sends out 
petition blanks and asks pastors and congregations to memor!- 
alize the President and Congress to change the preamble of our 
National Constitution. By the proposed change the preamble 
would read as follows: — 

“WE, THE PEOPLE of the United States, devoully recog- 
nizing the Authority and Law of Jesus Christ, the Savior and 
King of nations, and desiring to form a more perfect Union, 
establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquillity, provide for the 
common Defense, promote the general Welfare, and secure the 
Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain 
and establish this Constitution for the United States of 
America.” 

The words in italics are the new words in the preamble. 
Letters and arguments for the proposed change are also sub- 
mitted. Christianity is “to be put on an undeniable legal 
basis,” and “by the supreme law of the land Jesus Christ is 
to be enthroned as Savior and King.” This does seem both 
right and reasonable, and why should not all Christians work 
for this amendment? 
United States, the Christian religion has the greatest number 
of adherents, so that our country may justly be called a Chris- 
tian nation. Then why not legalize Christianity? 

This amendment has been offered before and rejected, and 
we cannot understand why the petitioners expect to have it 
adopted now. It is an old question which has been argued 
since the time of Madison and Jefferson and was settled by the 
adoption of the First Amendment to the Constitution, which 
states that “Congress shall make no law respecting an estab- 
lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” 


Shall we repudiate this amendment? Is this amendment, - 


which establishes religious liberty, to be abolished? Our Church 
has. always looked upon this constitutional provision as one of 
the wisest and best of this immortal document. The framers 
of the Constitution recognized the eternal principle that man’s 
relation with his God is above human legislation and his rights 
of conscience inalienable. If history teaches us anything, it 
tells us that it is a fatal blunder to turn over to the secular 
government the power to establish by law what it considers the 
true religion, and then use its police and military power to 
enforce such legislation. It was this system of legislation which 
drove hundreds of people from Europe and they came here to 
establish a government where they would be allowed to worship 
God in peace. Therefore they determined that our government 
should be a civil and not a religious institution, that it was 
not within the scope of Congress to decide which religion was 
‘ true and which was false. . 

The proposed amendment would not make our country any 
more a Christian nation thanvit is to-day, but it would establish 
-the false principle that our legislative bodies should begin to 
tamper with our natural and inalienable rights; and if once 
the principle is established, it will be impossible to define its 
bounds. We would soon be in the very midst of religious 
coercion and persecution, and on tho way to introduce the 
inquisition. 

The Church of God is a kingdom not of this world; it does 
not need the endorsement of government, neither can it be built 
up by means which the government has at its disposal. It is 
a spiritual kingdom absolutely dependent upon the operations 
of the Spirit of God working through the Means of Grace. 
Let the government tend to its affairs and give protection to 
life and property, and allow us to live in peace, and give the 
Church liberty to carry on its work without the interference of 
the State. We are opposed to this amendment, because we favor 
separation of Church and State and unrestricted religious 
liberty. | Intheran Church Herald. 


THE RUTHLESS SUPER-CHURCH. 


(Some weeks ago the Presbyterian asserted that pastors were 
being intimidated by “foul threats” to take part in financial drives. 
A contributor now reports a case in point which came under his own 
observation. ) 

A certain secretary of one of our causes wrote to a pastor 
and asked for the use of the pulpit to set forth his cause, and 
then to canvass the congregation. The pastor took counsel with 
the elders and deacons, and it was thought best not to have the 
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canvass and the presentation of the cause because of certain 
heavy obligations resting upon the church. The pastor wrote 
a very courteous letter to the secretary in question, and ex- 
plained the whole situation, and went at length into an explana- 
tion of the conditions of the church and the burdens that it has 
had to bear, and explained that the church could not honorably 
undertake any further obligations until it had met those it 
now had. 

The pastor received no reply to this letter, but in a few 
weeks the secretary sent a man to interview the elders of the 
church, with a view to occupying the pulpit over the pastor’s 
head. Failing in this, this same secretary sent a letter to a large 
number of the members of the church, to all the officers, and 
to some residents of the town who were not even connected with: 
the congregation, and in the first sentence of the letter is a state- 
ment evidently intended to discredit the pastor with his people. 

Now, sir, I do not know any more effective way that the- 
peace of the church and the pastoral relation could be disturbed 
than ag stated above, and I can vouch for the whole proceeding, 
for I have the facts in the case from the people concerned. 

How long will the church endure this sort of treatment 
at the hands of its servants? How long will it take to get 
the young men to enter the ministry if such things are known? 
Many of our secretaries are paid a salary entirely out of 
proportion with the salary paid the average pastor. Why, then, 
should these same sceretaries be so intent on draining every 
possible dollar from the average parish for outside causes, while 
the pastor and his family in many cases are pinching ex- 
tremely hard? 

There is no wonder that men who are really men leave the 
pustorate — they are being driven out of it! 


G. E. M., in The Presbyterian. 


THE POPE’S CURSE ON PRIESTS WHO GOT MARRIED. 


Rome, March 10.— Here is the text, just come to hand, of 
the Holy Office condemnation of the “Reformist” moveincut 
among the Czecho-Slovak clergy: — 

“The Holy See has learned that some priests of the clergy 
of Boheinia, at whose instigation impossible requests hud been 
presented to the Holy Sce, have recently met together unlaw- 
fully, have proclaimed their separation from the Church of 
Rome, Mother and Head of All Other Churches and Center of 
Unity, and have constituted themselves into what they call a 
National Church. 

“This Supreme Congregation of the Holy Office, on which 
is laid the charge of safeguarding faith and morals, expresses 
its horror and detestation of so grave an offense, and sces it as 
its duty to reprove at once without any delay, to condemn and 
to excommunicate the above-mentioned church, as in fact by the 
present decree, in the name and with .be authority of Pope 
Benedict XV, it does reprove, condemn, and excommuuicate it. 

“And it declares at the same time that the above-mentioned 
priests, to whatever grade, condition, or dignity they belong, 
have in fact, according to what is laid down in Canon 2314, 
incurred excommunication reserved in special manner to the 
Apostolic See; and that, if— which God forbid! — they show 
themselves disobedient, they must necessarily and very soon in- 
cur also the other pains and penalties laid down by the Sacred 
Canons. 

“The bishops of Bohemia, in virtue of their office, shall 
immediately bring the present decree to the knowledge of the 
faithful given into their charge, and shall use every means to 
dissuado them from joining tnis schismatic sect, in order that 
the faithful may not also themselves incur the same condem- 
nation.” 

The decree bears date January 15, 1920. Canon 2314, to 
which it refers lays down explicitly that heretics and schismatics 
are subject to excommunication reserved in special manner to 
the Holy See. 

It will be ‘seen that this is a very different thing, indeed, 
from an expression of a desire to get married; it is the estab- 
lishment of an apostasy. This decree puts an end to an “agita- 
tion of a reformist movement among the Bohemian clergy”; 
they are in the Church no longer — till with God’s grace they 
return. 

It may be state] that the number included in the above 
decreo is not by any mea::s as large as has been stated in press 
dispatches. — New W’ orld (Roman Catholic), Chicago. 
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finheran Launens League. 


CONSTITUTION OF THE LUTHERAN LAYMEN’S LEAGUE. 
1. NAME. 


The name of this organization shall be: Tne Lutueran 
LayMeEn’s LraGue. 


2. Purpose. 


The purpose of the Lutheran Laymen’s League shall be to 
aid the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and 
Other States, its Officers and Board of Directors, with word and 
deed in business and financial matters. 


3. ALEMBERSIIIP. 


a) All communicant lay members of congregations affiliated 
with the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and 
Other States are eligible to membership. Memberships are di- 
vided into — 

Regular Memberships at $6.00 to $ 24.00 per annum. 
Contributing Memberships at 25.00 per annum. 
Sustaining Memberships at 50.00 per annum. 
Patrons’ Memberships at 100.00 or more per annum. 

b) The Membership year runs froin January 1 to Decem- 
ber 31. 

c) The dues are payable annually on or before May 1 of 
each year. Each member shall be entitled to one vote whenever 
a vote of the entire League is required. | 


4. OFFICERS. 


a) The officers of this League shall be: a President, four 
Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, and a Treasurer. 

b) They shall hold office for threo years, or until their suc- 
cessors shall have been elected and have qualified. 

ec) The elective officers shall constitute the Executive’ Com- 
mittee. 

d) Tho Executive Committee inay engage an 
Secretary. 

e) Each Synodical District represented by membership in 
the League shall be entitled to one director, or more, if the 
Executive Committee deems it advisable, to be elected at the 
regular Lutheran Laymen’s League Delegate Convention. These 
directors shall hold office for a term of three years, or until 
their successors shall have been elected and have qualified, and, 
together with the elective officers, shall constitute the Board of 
Directors. ; 

f) Each Synodical Visitor’s Circuit represented by mem- 
bership in the League shall be entitled to a Circuit Leader, to 
be appointed by the President, by and with the advice of the 
Director of the District. 


“xecutive 


5. MEETINGS. 


1. The Board of Directors of the League shall hold one 
regular meeting every year, the time and the place of the mect- 
ing to be designated by the Board of Directors; and at least 
two wecks’ notice shall be given of all meetings. Special meet- 
ings may be called by the President or by five directors. [leven 
members of the Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum. 


2. a) The League shall meet in Delegate Convention trien- 
nially at the place and approximate time of the General Del- 
egate Synod. 

b) The Lutheran Laymen’s League members of each Vis- 
itor’s Circuit as a unit are entitled to one (1) delegate to the 
conventions of the League. 


c) The officers and directors attend the conventions in the 
character of delegates at large and as such are each entitled to 
one vote. 

6. AMENDMENTS. 


This Constitution may be amended by a two-thirds vote of 
all the delegates present at any regular Delegate Convention 
of the Lutheran Laymen’s League, provided that such amend- 
ment or amendments shall have been published in the official 
organ of the League not less than thirty days prior to the date 
of the Delegate Convention. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. 


BY-LAWS. 


To ARTICLE 3. 


Any communicant lay member of the Ey. Luth. Synod of 
Missouri, Ohio, and Other States may become a member of the 
Lutheran Laymen’s League by filing in writing his or her appli- 
eation for membership, together with the annual fee for one of 
the four membership classes, whereupon a Membership Certifi- 
eate shall be issued. This membership includes a one: year’s 
free subscription to the official organ of the Lutheran Laymen’s 
League, tho subscription to begin with the date of the receipt 
of the membership fee. 


To ARTICLE 4. 


1. a) The election of officers and directors shall be by ballot 
at the regular Delegate Convention. A majority of the votes 
east shall constitute an election. 

b) In the election of the four Vice-Presidents the number 
of votes received by each shall determine which shall be the 
First, the Second, the Third, and the Fourth Vice-President. 


Duties of Officers. 


2. a) The President shall preside at all the Delegate Con- 
ventions, Board of Directors’ and Executive Committee Meet- 
ings; he shall call meetings of the Executive Committee when- 
ever, in his judgment, he may deem it necessary; he shall 
appoint the Circuit Laymen Leaders; he shall also appoint, 
from time to time, whatever committees may become necessary 
for the welfare of the League; he shall make temporary ap- 
pointinents to fill vacancies which may occur among the officers 
and directors; he shall see to it that the provisions of this 
Constitution are adhered to; and he shall perform such other 
duties as may pertain to his office. 

b) The Vice-Presidents, in the order of their rank, shall 
perform the duties of the President during his absence or 
during his inability to serve, or when the office of the President 
is vacant. 

c) The Secretary shall record the proceedings of the meet- 
ings of the Delegate Conventions, the Board of Directors, and 
of the Executive Committee, and perform such other duties as 
may be assigned to him by these bodies. 

d) The Treasurer shall receive moneys and securities from 
all sources and deposit them in the name of the Lutheran Lay- 
men’s League in a bank or other place of safety approved by 
the Executive Committee. He shall be the custodian of all 
real and personal property of the League. He shall make dis- 
bursements only in the manner prescribed by the Board of 
Directors, and shall keep accurate account of receipts and dis- 
bursements. 

e) The Executive Sceretary shall perform all duties which 
may be assigned to him by the Executive Committee. 

f) The Treasurer and Executive Secretary shall each give 
a fidelity bond issued by an approved Surety Company, the 
amounts to be determined by the Executive Committee, the 
premiums to be paid by the Lutheran Laymen’s League. 

gz) The Executive Committee shall see that all resolutions 
of the League and its Board of Directors are properly ear- 
ried out. It shall mect at the call of the President or of any 
three of its members. : 

h) Tho Board of Directors shall direct the affairs of the 
League, being limited in their actions only by the Constitution 
aid the resolutions of the League. 

1) The Circuit Leader is to serve as chairman of his circuit. 
He is to assist the director of the district in carrying out the 
resolutions of the League. 


“To ARTICLE 5. 


1. The Delegates present sball constitute a quorum. 

2. a) The Delegates shall be elected by the Lutheran Lay- 
men’s League members of the respective Visitors’ Circuits at 
meetings called by the Circuit Laymen Leaders who shall act 
as chairmen. 

b) The Lutheran Laymen’s League shall not be liable for 
the traveling and hotel expense of the Delegates to the Delegate 
Convention. | 

To ARTICLE 6. 


These by-laws may be amended at any Delegate Convention 
of the Lutheran Laymen’s League by a majority vote of the 
Delegates present, or by unanimous vote of the Board of Di- 
rectors when the Delegate Convention is not in session. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. 
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Installations. ‘ 


Installed under authorization of the respective District 
Presidents: — 

On 3d Sunday after Easter: The Rev. I’, L. Mahnken in the con- 
gregation at New Schaumburg, I[Il., by Pastor P. W. Rochrs. 

On Trinity Sunday: The Rev. H. Osterhus in Zion Church, Edger- 
ton, O., by Pastor P. G. Nau. — The Rev. A. I. Gross in Zion Church, 
Barret, Minn., by Pastor R. P. Young. 

On Ist Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. Rk. BE. Lehmann in St. 
Peter’s Church, Town Afton, Minn., by Pastor C. W. Nickels. — The 
Rev. C. A. Krog in the congregation at Ute, lowa, by Pastor J. Aron. 
— The Rev. 1. Harthun in the congregation at Ayr, Mich., by Pastor 
B. H. Suceop, Jr.— The Rev. G. Schaefer in St. John’s Church at 
Lane and in Zion Church at Wessington Springs, S. Dak., by Pastor 
G. A. Walz. — The Rev. I. W. Daberkow in St. John’s Church, near 
Beemer, Nebr., by Pastor M. Leimer. 

On 2d Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. A. L. Grete in Immanuel 
Church, Boonville, Mo., by Pastor W. Hallerberg.— The Lev. G. 
Riclels in the congregation near Atkins, Iowa, by Pastor H. Steger. 
— The ev. C. Fuelling in Holy Cross Church, Yorkville, Ill., by Pas- 
tor M. Fuelling. — The Rev. H. F. Liescheidt in Pilgrim Church, Free- 
dom, Mo., by Pastor P. LL. G. Strasen.— The Rev. C. FP. Dankworth 
in the congregation at Port Huron, Mich., by Pastor W. E. Stein. 

On 3d Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. 7h. Wendel in the con- 
gregation near Du Bois, Ind., by Pastor S. Hofinann. 

On 4th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. L. J. Lemke in Trinity 
Church, near Madelia, Minn., by Pastor O. Cloeter. — The Itcv. H. bL. 
W. Schuctz in Trinity Church, Cheyenne, Wyo., by Pastor A. W. Reese. 


Installed as teachers of parochial schools: — 

On Ascension Day: Teacher F. Hoffmann as teacher of the school 
of Bethel Church, near Paiol Grande, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil, South 
America, by Pastor J. Busch. 

On lst Sunday after Trinity: Teacher A. Hufnagel as teacher 
of the school of Zion Church, Auburn, Mich., by Pastor F. Rutkowsky. 


Corner-Stone Laying. 


The following congregations laid the corner-stone of a new 
ehurch : — 

On 5th Sunday after Easter: The congregation at Pembroke, 
Ont., Can. (the Rev. H. Landsky, pastor). — On Sunday after Ascen- 
sion: Zion Church, Golden Spike, Alta., Can. —On Whitsunday: 
Redeemer Church, Lockhart, Minn. (the Rev. H. Schumacher, pastor). 


Dedications. 


Dedicated to the service of God: — 
Churches. —On Sunday aiter Ascension: The new church of 
Zion Congregation, Town Bridge Creek, Wis. (the Rev. F. J. Geske, 
pastor).—On Trinity Sunday: The new church of Trinity Con- 


gregation, Lisbon, N. Dak. (the Rev. H. I. Eggers, pastor). — The 


new church of ‘trinity Congregation, Alpha, Minn. (the Rev. H. 
Abram, pastor). — The new church of Trinity Congregation, Spring- 
field, Mo. (the Rev. A. F. Woker, pastor).— On 2d Sunday after 
Trinity: The new church of Zion Congregation, Horning Tp., near 
Pettybone, N. Dak. (the Rev. C. E. Mix, pastor). — On 5th Sunday 
after Trinity: The new church of Immanuel Congregation at Shady 
Brool:, Kans. (the Rev. L. C. Hermerding, pastor). 

School. —On lst Sunday after Easter: The new school of Em- 
manuel Congregation, Ontarioville, lll. (the Rev. H. J. I. Meier, 
astor). 
. Organ. — On’ 3d Sunday after Trinity: The new organ of St. 
Paul’s Church, Fairchild, Wis. (the Rev. I. J. Geske, pastor). 


Anniversaries. 


The following churches celebrated anniversary: — 

The 50th: On Trinity Sunday: ‘Trinity Church, Appleton City, 
Mo. (the Rev. C. Haller, pastor). On 1st Sunday after Trinity: Im- 
manuel Chureh, /cuersville, Mo. (the Rev. R. Strasen. pastor). St. 
John’s Church, near Newhall, Towa (the Rev. H. Steger, pastor. 
On 4th Sunday after Trinity: Trinity Church, Freedom, Pa. (the 
Rev. W. E. Schuldt, pastor). — The 25th: On Trinity Sunday: St. 
John’s Church, Ol:abena, Minn. (the Rev. H. F. Soeldner, pastor). 


Mission-Festivals. 


On 2d Sunday after Trinity: St. Paul’s, Kenesaw, Nebr. Offer- 
ing, $378.90. — St. James’s, Victor, Iowa. Offering, $138.00. — Im- 
manuel, Schuyler, Nebr. Offering, $301.07.—On 3d Sunday after 
Trinity: <Allen’s Grove, Ill. Offering, $170.60.— Christ Church, 
Bazile Mills, Nebr. Offering, $271.21.— On 4th Sunday after Trin- 
ity: Immanuel, Waterloo, lowa. Offering, $113.21. 
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Conferences. 


The Grand Rapids Special Conference will meet, D. v., August 
3to5 in St. Joseph, Mich. Confessional address: Rev. A. Hueschen 
(Rev. I. Hutfilz). Sermon: Rev. C, Otzmann (Rev. H. Norden). 
Notify Rey. L. Nuechterlein if you expect to attend. 

B. H. Succor, JRr., See. 


The Central District Conference, of which all teachers and 
school-teaching pastors of the District are inembers, will convene, 
D. v., August 24 to 26 in Concordia College at Fort Wayne, Ind. 
The conference will be quartered in the college buildings. A pro- 
gram with the necessary instructions as to board, ete., will be sent 
to all members. This is to be a representative meeting, and all 
should try to be present. Synod requests the congregations to meet 
the expenses of this conference. Announcements are to be made to 
Mr. K. H. Floering, 1136 Kinnaird, Ave., Fort Wayne, Ind., before 
August 15, A. C. STELLHORN. 


Request for Nominations for Additional Professorships 
at St. Louis. 


Our Synod at its recent convention at Detroit resolved to call 
four new professors for our theological seminary at St. Louis. The 
Bourd of Directors of said institution herewith, for the first, calls 
for nominations for three new professorships. According to the reso- 
lutions of Synod the new professurs are to be called for the follow- 
ing departments: — a 

One professor for dogmatics and exegesis. SE A. 

Another professor for catechetics and homiletics, and catechetical 


and homiletical exercises. PY ca 
The third professor shall serve as Dean, in accordance with tlie 


regulations adopted by the Synod. q iit 
(Among other things the Dean shall enforce the rules of the 
scininary, control the Boarding Club and the societies, have charge - 
of the Indigent Students’ Treasury, fill the calls for supplies, and 
supervise the spiritual life of the students. He shall be a member 
of the Faculty, and give a few of the regular lectures.) In accord- 
ance with the resolution of Synod, members of the present Faculty 
may also be nominated for the deanship. ° 


The candidates who are nominated must be able to give their 
lectures in both the German and the English language. 


The Seminary Board of Directors, the Faculty of said institu- 
tion, and every congregation which is a member of Synod shall have 
the right to nominate candidates. The names of candidates must 
be sent to the secretary of the Seminary Board within three weeks 
after this notice has appeared, to wit, on or before August 3. 


St. Louis, Mo., July 13, 1920. 
C. C. Scusupt, Seerctary of Board, 
3639 Texas Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


Request of the Gencral Home Mission Board. 


During the Synod at Detroit, Mich.. the representatives of all 
Home Mission Boards met in fourteen sessions. Matters of Home 
Mission were discussed, papers on several topics were rend, and 
resolutions were passed and put before the Synod. In all these 
meetings the spirit of missions was shown by all present. <All re 
ports from the vast ficlds of Home Mission prompted them to a hearty 
thanksgiving for the blessing vouchsafed by the Lord upon our work. 
It was gratifying to hear that the mission-school is not neglected. 

But not only of the progress did we hear, but also of the need 
and trouble. From all the Districts came the cry for more men and 
money. “Pray ye, therefore, the Lord of the harvest that He will 
send forth laborers into His harvest.” Matt.9,3S. The harvest-field 
is large and white already to harvest; but few are the laborers. The 
many millions of unchurehed in our country need the preaching and 
teaching of the soul-saving Gospel. Beloved fellow-Christians, help 
us lift the mission-net with your prayers and your gifts. When you 
celebrate your mission-festivals, also remember the General Home 
Mission, which is at present burdened with a deficit amounting to 
more than $12,000. For the ensuing year we must have $105,000 
to supply our mission districts with the subsidies needed to carry on 
the blessed work the Lord has given them to do. ° 

C. F. Dietz, 
Chairman of General Home Mission Board. 


Financial Report of the Lutheran Church Board for Army 
and Navy, U.S. A,, 


for the year ending April 30, 1920. 


The statement of receipts and disbursements, hereinafter, for 
the year ending April 30, 1920, is complete, and practically closes 
the war activities of the Board. During the year our efforts were 
principally in the interest of selling out and closing our activities 
although we have assisted in defraying expenses of pastors at hos- 
pituls, wherever the situation was called to our attention, wher 
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found necessary. At the present time we are still assisting at Fort 
Sheridan, where Rev. Herman Meyer of Wilmette, Ill., has charge. 
In the Texas District Rev. Wachholz is spending his entire time 
covering the hospital camps; the Rev. J. H. C. Sieck is assisting 
Rev. Wachholz part of the time, both of them visiting. the following 
camps: Fort Bayard, N. Mex.; Camp Furlong, Columbus, N. Mex.; 
Hospital of the War Risk Insurance Bureau, Deming, N. Mex.; Fort 
Stanton, N. Mex.; Whipple Barracks, Camp Shannon; Fort Bliss, 
Tex.; Camp Taylor and Hospital; San Hoserio, Tex.; Marfa, Tex.; 
Tucson, Ariz.; Prescott, Ariz. Rev. J. W. Behnken, acting for the 
Texas District Mission Board, is in charge, and the Board pays salary 
and expenses on all matters that are leavings of the war. 


Mr. Fred H. Wolff, 
Treasurer, Lutheran Church Board for Army 
and Navy, U.S. A., 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Dear Sir: Pursuant to engagement, we have made an audit of 
the books and accounts of the Lutheran Church Board for Army 
and Navy, U.S. A., for the year ended April 30, 1920. The financial 
results shown therein for such year are summarized as follows: —.- 


June 2, 1920. 


EXPENSES AND OTHER CUANGES, 
Main Office: — 


SHIATIOW ccersncany & equa 4 e RONEN S He ss weUEG a ever scane 289603 
Stationery and office supplles ........c cece ee eee nes 44.61 
Cur-fare, exchunge, telephone, telegrams, and postage 119.58 
Legal eos eee ere eee eee ese ae eee ees sea en esse eseeaene 945.26 
Rent, light, express, and miscellaneous expenses..... 1035.05 
Camp Pastors: — 
SAIGTION socio § KINSER & ERORSE COST FERS Be ES «- 6639.97 
Kent, traveling, stationery, board, and camp expenses, 
C66. BGA + ddd died KA > aS inichschicn iachincib: een AGEN - 4678.71 
Lutheran Centers: — 
POTTY: RE: iio centecnaniuns poueeanpaiin tpetatsbeeens apabadath ocala, Mii — 10.00 
Camp Funston ...... SRRING AREER SB reed SORE FES 73.35 
CHM FANE sauces os TO a He ewES HN Kwiw 6 eleveree ba ‘0s AT.95 
COCEE DONO 6 4 Ecccwsaun Sh ecnamaetn A nour ciressat tab latacciesNi sina pin: acorn os 42.50 
Camp Sevier ...... o PRESS 6 SNES SESS bee igeeea 78.75 
CAIN ‘SHGEMIAN esis s crema cxcaws 6 Kee eile Beers oe Cee 58.15 


Orerseas: — 
Emergency Fund Expenditures, A. E. F., reported and 


TUPTOCCE ance s mcee nk REN & KEE R™ * ome @ SUNKEN & 1269.55 
Printing, perlodicals, and publications ............. ua 
Amount donated to the Walther Leugue ............ 4036.40 
Amount paid to the Ey, Luth, Jolot Synod of Wiscon- 
sin, Minnesota, Michigan, and Other States to 
cover Its proportion of tbe reallzation on assets 
dispused of and expense refunds ........eee0eee 5041.44 
Soldicrs’ und Sailors’ Bulletin ......24. Tee Kea we x 18.45 
BiGUeliGe! MERGE sores csncawa x een were Pe eleven ee SOUT 
Automobile maInteNANCe 6.066 i iccces caieaccs Geek é . 055.11 
BLISCEHANCOUE Kis < viereees Kmrwwrws & Oieieme & were ‘is 4 CREWS 5 & 54.25 
Loss on assets Uisposed Of ........ceeeeecees acne ek 20258.69 
Equipment given for services rendered ........ con KS §18.90 
$48459.85 
INCOME AND OTHER CREDITs. 
Amount charged to the Ky. Luth. Joint Synod of Wis- 
consin, Minnesota, Michigun, and Otber States to 
cover its proportion of disbursements, being ap- 
proximately one-lifth thereof ........0. cece ewes $3448.98 
Interest on bank balances, discounts, etc, ........... $33.29 
General CODtribUtiOus sa604804 ovess swwwpes beewss € ERS 74.95 
Soldicrs’ and Sailors’ Bulletin —subscriptions....... 16.00 
Awount charged to the Walther League to cover ex- 
penditures for printlug perlodicals and publica- 
tions, and the deticit from the publicatlon of the 
Seidiers” and Satiérs’ Bullet: ox ceases é ewewes bax 5.13 
Miscellaneous refunds, Insurance canceled, sale of BI- 
bies, hymuuls, overseus advance expense, etc..... 600.74 
Bent Of €QGulPMent iiscceees so weecew s eewess ¥ ewERE SF aww 94.00 
5073.09 
Egcess of expense and other charges over income and other 
OVOEGITE 3 & ESTO ESCA S CAREW S CARRS LTRS Ss eRe 6 Ebrwnre $13386.76 
Surplus, May 1, 1919 csi s ivswess ae ew s OWED 4 TCISD CREAIS 91127.85 
Surplus, April 30, 1020 ...ccceseces ve eeeee 0 940141.09 


The monthly charges to the Ev. Luth. Joint Synod of Wisconsin, 
Minnesota, Michigan, and Other States represent one-fifth of the 
gross disbursements made by the Board; including such as are charge- 
able to the Walther League. 

The item, “Amount donated to the Walther League, $4,036.40,” 
shown under “Expenses and Other Charges,” was made for the pur- 
pose of enabling the League to pay in full its account with the Board, 
it being the belief of the Board that several thousand dollars were 
collected through the efforts of the League for which the latter have 
not received credit, owing to remittances having been made to the 
General Treasurer of the Missouri Synod. 

The item, “Loss on assets disposed of, $20,258.69,” shown under 
“Expenses and Other Charges,” represents the difference between 
the purchase cost and the amount realized from sule of the fol- 
lowing: — 


Camp Pastors: Automoblles, seven cars .......... ceeceee $2309.20 
Camp Pastoras Furniture: and Oxturee. acces 0 cnwaesaewere & xe 46.8 

Camp Pastors: TSpewrllers cae wieiwws 6 Pe b WRENS dis eee g eo 66.75 
Camp Pastors: Communion sets ...... sues 6 eee 6 ONSET He é 239.60 
Camp Funston: Furniture and fixtures ...... ivenue ® Oe 6 $33.67 
Camp Sherman: Furniture and Oxtures ......ccccccesccceces 71.50 
Cano Taylor? Furniture and Bxtures: oe-c0: aescoreee vewene &eaie 293.92 
Main Office: Furniture and fixtures .....ccccccecccccccecece 855.48 
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Camp Funston: Land and POUIIBS caus eewuws & ik Ke aRE E Ba . 7126.21 
Camp Grant: Land and buildings ........- , eri 818.86 
Camp Sevier: Land and DUUIGIBES Sseciy & SHER. baer siiloin ‘ag samcagaaian - 8096.56 

$20258.09 


The charge of $818.90 for equipment given for services rendered 
consists of the following: — 


Camp Pastors: Furniture and fixtures ....... weer . » $ 16.75 
Cump Vastors: Communion sets ........ enerareseve S wEreMEUE = BS ErERS 15.60 
Camp Dix: Furniture and fixtures ........cccccccccccccccuy 66.38 
Main Ollice: Lurniture and tixtures 5 HAKERIENTS S Skew eS = aie 710.17 
Petty cash fund donated to L. Faulstich ...... on a misbaieaneia  mermmeaene 10.00 

$818.90 


The general contributions, amounting to $74.95, consist of $71.70, 
representing the proceeds from sale of one organ, $30.00; one re 
volving chair, $5.00; thirty-five benches, $28.70; and two tables, 
38.00; and contributions amounting to $3.25. 


The item of $5.13 charged to the Walther League, as shown 
under “Income and Other Credits,” consists of the following: — 


‘ pri vw, =~mVese ee eee eee eeanseeeesevnene © ° eeeeeeeeee $2.68 
Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Bulletin: 
Printing, paper, and mailing expenses ......... $18.45 
L088 GUDSCLIPUIONS cies iccuwis s ieKws Mewes 8 Kies 16.00 
2.45 
$5.13 


All cash receipts of record were deposited in bank in a separate 
treasurer’s account and properly accounted for, and all disburse- 
ments were made on vouchers approved and signed by the proper 
oflicers of the Board. ‘The correctness of the distribution to the 
various expense accounts was verilied. 

The surplus on April 30, 1920, $47,741.09, is represented on the 
books by the following accounts: — 


Real Estate: — 


Camp Couy wi vceess ccs Sih 4 CHES 6 15 SSRs Lies ta BOLO 
Cump Sherman .......... es HOC Ceewees gecene es DEIEGS 
——3$ 9914.63 


Accounts Receivable: — 
Ev. Luth. Joint Synod of Wisconsin, Minnesota, Mich!- 


Fan, BEd Oller States aceswwiss ccews.d 6 b.c5008 8 ha $ 321.90 
Cash eeeseeseeeeesweeeeeeteeeoeeeeees *ees@eeeee eeeeeeee eeeeset8e 37504.56 
———._ 7826.46 


$47741.00 
There were no liabilities of record, April 30, 1920. 


The entries in the real estate, furniture and fixtures, and auto- 
mobiles accounts during the period under review were examined 
by us and found to be proper. 

The accounts receivable, $321.90, represent the amount due from 
the Ev. Luth. Joint Synod of Wisconsin, Minnesota, Michigan, and 
Other States for their proportion, one-fifth, of the expenses of the 
Board for the month of April, 1920. 

The cash balance of $37,504.56, shown above, was on deposit 
with the Northern Trust Company, Chicago, and was verified by 
certification obtained from that bank. 


Yours truly, 
HASKINS & SELLS. 


Approved by the Lutheran Church Board for Army and Navy, U.S.A. 


WILLIAM C. Koun, 
A. C. STREUFERT, 
Freo H. Woirr. 

H. BorEstTer. 

I’, F. ROHRBMANN. 


Board of Directors. 


Approved by the Ey. Luth. Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States. 


WILLIAM GAUERKE. = , 
PAUL SCHULZE. } Auditing Committee. 


Supplementing the above report, and quoting from a statement 
covering the period from July 1, 1917, to April 30, 1920, 23 have been 
supported to the extent of $611,020.53, plus the $23,529.66, which was 
realized in the sale of properties, automobiles, furniture, ete. The 
total expenditures were $319,276.24. In the financial report, real 
estate at Camp Sherman and Camp Cody is shown as an asset; how- 
ever, since this report was made, these two properties have been sold, 
although at a great sacrifice; nevertheless, we have at this time 
turned everything into cash, and there are no contracts, liabilities, 
or obligations other than the hospital situation, to which we have 
already called attention. 


We desire again to express our great appreciation of the won- 
derful cooperation of our pastors and congregations, and sincerely 
hope that the work conducted was to the benefit of our soldiers, to 
the advantage of our Church, and, especially, to the glory of God. 


Respectfully submitted, 


LutTnekan Cnurcn Boarp ror ARMY AND Navy, U.8. A. 


W. C. Koun, President. 
Freep H. Wor, Treasurer. 
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Annual 1921. 


All pastors and teachers have been requested by postal card to 
send us their new address for the 1921 Annual. 
of those who have thus far overlooked to send us the information, 
and especially for the benefit of the new candidates just entering 
the profession, we publish this announcement. 

lf you have not yet sent in your name and address for this 
purpose, do so at once, by using the following form on a postal 
card: — 


PROSE 4 oncineiain 6 ov & PeeMn + acne a ener , Pastor. 


DRWIGE ccc és % & FE RURAOSS Bo Reese! ST 8 e+ eee No , Teacher. 


My post-ollice address is: 
PO; Dee, PUTA TOUTE, OF BUTBOL! 60 eo wascermwws a ee Kewanee eee wee 


PORE GMC8? seacana ss so tosmeweeees 
T DelORS Ge TNE ine wccnse sok ntrmwad 81 SES RSOS 11 E Bee 


church 
My { school 


and residence is at 


If you are a pastor, please name, in addition to above informa- 
tion, all preaching-places you serve, and state who your parochial 
school teacher is. If you are a teacher, please give the name of your 
pastor and all other teachers employed by your congregation. 

All changes must reach us by August 20. All requests to change 
addresses after August 20 must be made through the president of 
the respective District or Synod before September 10, the final clos- 
ing date. 

All addresses for which we receive no change will be published 
(in List No. l only) as they now appear in the 1920 issue of the 
Annual. ConconvDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE, 

St. Louis, Mo. 


Christmas Boxes for India Mission 


must be ready for shipment end of July. All goods should be for- 
warded at once to Prof. IF. Zucker, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
Ricu. KRetzscusMar, Genl. Sec. pro tem. 


\ 
A Correction. 
By mistake the name of Mr. H. E. Sieker, Brooklyn, N. Y., was 


published for that of Mr. William Wieda, Paterson, N. J., as director 
of the L. L. L. for the Atlantic District, in No. 14, p. 224. 


Some of Synod’s Treasuries. 


(June 30, 1920.) Deficit. Balance. 
SyHoGicel. TreABUry’ ax oo os cmsmenanus 0 6 x exces nia $ 5639.42 
Biiding Paid os 4 oa 2c cx eewwwnews 5 6 & ewe 2528.76 
Building in Concordia ......0....cecrees $13061.49 
Ching DIISSION as ss sc bu Rwrewswwwes 547 6 eeeRR 5315.81 
Church Extension Fund ................... 748.11 
Doat-rawte AUBSIGH as vx « cannqneesws ga oo 4 Her = 4065.39 
FUTGRCGN DITSRIONE ns « ee ciscesumnce wee x ¥ * mace 7958.84 
Forttan Desion as ccs cccwawnwsgy 04 5s carwwws _ 3509.28 
Mountain Retreat. ...0...00:0000 2500 nesses 2240.52 
Foreign-tongue Mission ........2..ceecceene 1692.98 
FOG URSIN cz. 6 is beh Madea wo o « oe e GAS 10993.62 
lrnmigrant Mission. si%svsomaie ss 4s ¢ pewewwns ‘ 1840.37 
Indian DIIRSIGH. oc cc k 6c8S5554 6 295 458 KROSS 6020.94 
Indian Mission Building ........... acca 4694.07 
South American Mission ..............-208. 13795.91 
Board Of Suppor’ siccvewewes sees eesemesvws e 2291.32 


KE. SEUEL, Gen. Treas. 


Why Christian Day-Schools? 


This, is a handy little tract of four pages in envelope size 
(314x514), which was written for, and originally published by, 
a St. Louis association for the protection and advancement of Lu- 
theran schools. ‘The author (Dr. Paul ag gives these 
answers: They are organized in accordance with Scriptural pre- 
cepts; they are the only schools that mect all the demands of the 
times; they are vital for the welfare of our nation. © This tract 
was designed primarily for distribution in our own circles, while 
Prof. Gracbner’s tract Endorsements (which is still for sale) was 
a testimony for the outside doubters and detractors. We can fur- 
nish Why Christian Day-Schools? (in English only) at the following 
prices: 100 for 50 cts.; per thousand, $4.50, transportation extra; 
per dozen, 10 cts., postpaid. Single copies for examination free. 

ConcorDIA PUBLISHING House, 
St. Louis, Mo. 


But for the benefit’ 
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Treasurers’ Reports. 
ENGLISH DISTRICT. 


Mission,— Calvary Church, Harrisburg, Pa., $8.00. Sunday- 
schools: Pilgrim, St. Louis, 20.42; Mount Olive, Minneapolis, 39.68. 
— Total, $63.10. 
es A atl Extension Fund.— Church of Our Savior, Cincinnati, 

23.385. 

Negro Mission. — Ladies’ Auxiliary, Church of Our Savior, Perth 
Amboy, N. J., $21.80. 

Board of Support.— Congregations: Calvary, Harrisburg, Pa., 
$3.24; Our Savior, St. Louis, 18.60. — Total, $21.84. 

Nurse in India, — Ladies’ Aid Society, Grace Church, Jersey 
City, N.J., $12.00. 

Foreign Mission.— Fred Limmer, through Martin Luther Church, 
Toledo, O., $75.00. 

American Lutheran Board for Relief in Europe. — Martin Luther 
Church, Toledo, O., $41.00. 

Lutheran Sanitarium, Wheat Ridge, Colo. — Sunday-school, Pil- 
grim Church, St. Louis, $10.00. 

Lutheran Orphan Home, Des Peres, Mo.— Mrs. Clara Broeker, 
through Grace Church, New Melle, Mo., $5.00. 

Lutheran Hospital Ladies’ Aid Society, St. Louis, Ifo. — Ladies’ 
Aid Society, Church of Our Redeemer, St. Louis, $16.05. 

Indigent Students. — Nazareth Church, Buffalo, N. Y., $15.18. 

GRAND TOTAL: $309.82. June 28, 1920. 


Mission.—Cash, Buffalo, $3.00. Eastern District, 25.00. St. An- 
drew’s Church, Detroit, 19.81; from Parish School, 4.00. ‘Trinity 
Church, Pittsburgh, 100.00; from Sunday-school, 52.00. Congrega- 
tions: Pilgrim, St. Louis, 100.00; Redeemer, North Tonawanda, 42.00; 
Mount Olive, Detroit, 10.70; Immanuel, Pittsburgh, 18.20; Trinity, 
East St. Louis, 12.23; Bethany, Chicago, 50.00; Pilgrim, Chicago, 
104.90. — V'otal, $541.84. 

Synodical Treasury. — Congregations: Pilgrim, St. Louis, $75.00; 
St. Andrew’s, Detroit, 17.58; Our Redeemer, Chicago, 20.00; Trinity, 
Pittsburgh, 100.00; Redeemer, North Tonawanda, 13.00; Mount Olive, 
Detroit, 10.00; Immanuel, Pittsburgh, 10.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 
9.18; Bethany, Chicago, 15.03. — Total, $269.79. 

Synodical Building F'und.— Congregations: Pilgrim, St. Louis, 
$90.00; Immanuel, Pittsburgh, 8.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 6.11. — 
Total, $104.11. 

Church Extension Fund. — Congregations: St. Andrew’s, Detroit, 
$13.15; Trinity, Pittsburgh, 10.00; Mount Olive, Detroit, 13.00. — 
Total, $36.15. 

Board of Support. — Congregations: St. Andrew’s, Detroit, $7.00; 
Mount Olive, Detroit, 20.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 4.28; Bethany, 
Chicago, 25.00. — 7’otal, $56.28. 

Mission in Brazil. — Cash, Buffalo, $2.00. Congregations: Good 
Shepherd, Brooklyn, 8.00; Immanuel, Pittsburgh, 4.00; Bethany, Chi- 
cago, 18.00. — Total, $32.00. 

Mission tn China. — Cash, Buffalo, $2.00. St. Andrew’s Parish 
School, Detroit, 1.00. Congregations: Good Shepherd, Brooklyn, 8.00; 
Pilgrim, St. Louis, 20.00; Immanuel, Pittsburgh, 2.40; Bethany, Chi- 
cago, 7.30.— Total, $40.70. 

Foreign Mission. — Congregations: Pilgrim, St. Louis, $30.00; 


-St. Andrew’s (Synodical Service), Detroit, 75.00; Immanuel, Pitts- 


burgh, 5.60; Bethany, Chicago, 18.00.— Total, $128.60. 

Forcign-tongue Mission in U.S.—St. Andrew’s Parish School, 
Detroit, $2.00. Immanuel Church, Pittsburgh, 1.60.— Total, $3.60. 

Deaf-and-dumb Mission. — St. Andrew’s Parish School, Detroit, 
$1.00. 

Mission in India. — Cash, Buffalo, $2.00. 
School, Detroit, 1.00. — Total, $3.00. 

Gencral Ilome Mission. — Cash, Buffalo, $2.00. Congregations: 
Pilgrim, St. Louis, 50.00; Immanuel, Pittsburgh, 8.00. — Total, 
$60.00. 

Mission among Indians. — Cash, Buffalo, $2.00. 

Ministerial Education Fund. — Congregations: St. Andrew’s, De- 
troit, $15.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 5.00; Mount Olive, Detroit, 7.00. 
— Total, $27.00. 

American Lutheran Board for Relief in Europe. — Church of Our 
Redeemer, Chicago, $103.84. 

Negro Mission. —Cash, Buffalo, $2.00. St. Andrew’s Parish 
School, Detroit, 1.00. Congregations: Trinity, East St. Louis, 1.84; 
Bethany, Chicago, 14.70. — Total, $19.54. 

Bethlehem Orphanage, Fort Wadsworth, N. Y.— Church of the 
Good Shepherd, Brooklyn, $2.66. 

Indigent Students. — Congregations: Trinity, East St. Louis, 
$3.06; Emmanuel, Conway, Mo., 12.27. — Total, $15.33. 

City Mission, St. Louis, Jfo.— Pilgrim Church, St. Louis, $30.00. 
Sunday-school, Church of: Our Redeemer, St. Louis, 50.00.— Total, 
$80.00. ; 
City Mission, Detroit, Mich.— St. Andrew’s Parish School, De 
troit, $1.00. 

Lutheran Sanitarium, Wheat Ridge, Colo. (Building Fund). — 
Young People’s Society, Grace Church, Elyria, O., $125.00. Windsor 
Park Church Y. P.S., Chicago, 151.75. — Total, $276.75. 

Lutheran Sanitarium, Wheat Ridge, Colo. (General Fund). — 
Church of the Good Shepherd, Brooklyn, $1.00. 


St. Andrew’s Parish 
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Michigan School Contest. — St. Andrew’s Church (Synodieal Ser- 
vice), Detroit. $70.00. 

Institute for Deaf-mutes, Detroit, Mich. — St. Andrew’s Church, 
Detroit, $16.00. 

Michigan Home for the Aged. — St. Andrew’s ‘Parish School, De- 
troit, $1.00. 

Home for Feeble-minded and Epileptics, Watertown, Wis. — 
Mrs. Emilie Krause, Marwood, Pa, two War Savings Stamps. 

GRAND Toran: $1,893.19. 
July 12, 1920. Cuas. Il. DETTE, T'reas., 
3935 Greer Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


ATLANTIC DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Atlantic District during June, 
1920; — . 
Synodical Treasury, $339.54; Synodical Building Fund, 128.68; 
Missions, 1,209.83: Miscellaneous, 2,889.98. — Total, $4,567.53. 
O. H. REstTin, Treas. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Central Illinois District during 
May, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $719.07; Synodical Building Fund, 348.84; 
Missions, 439.62; Miscellancous, 2,116.22. — 7'otal, $3,623.75. 
Ee. C. BEOK, Treas. 
EASTERN DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Eastern District during June, 
1920: — 
Synodica] Treasury, $213.98; Synodical Building Fund, 28,85; 
Missions, 1,329.75; Miscellaneous, 1,211.46.— Total, $2,784.04. 
J. P. ScHAFFER, T'reas. 


MICHIGAN DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Michigan District during June, 
1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $951.22; Synodical Building Fund, 1,352.91; 
Missions, 1,776.16; Miscellaneous, 11,374.26. — Total, $15,454.55. 
G. WENDT, Treas. 


SOUTHERN WISCONSIN DISTRICT. 

Received at the Treasury of the Southern Wisconsin District 
during June, 1920: — 

Synodica] Treasury, $1,190.52; Synodical Building Fund, 12.35; 
Missions, 4,883.01; Miscellaneous, 2,317.18.— Total, $8,516.06, 

A. Ross, Treas. 
TEXAS DISTRICT. 

Received at the Treasury of the Texas District during May and 
June, 1920: — 

Home Mission (‘Texas District), $320.97 ; Mission Places, 1,399.72; 
Synodical Treasury, 276.28; Synodical Building Fund, 277.84; Church 
Extension Fund (Texas District), 351.01; General Home Mission, 
21.60; Mission in South America, 26.33; Foreign Mission, 47.23; 
Indian Mission, 2.11; Deaf-mute Mission and Institute, 6.33; Foreign- 
tongue Mission, 16.22; Mission in China, 12.66; Board of Support, 
168.94; Conference Fund, 7.88; Synodical Reports, 245.60; Students’ 
Treasury, 28.88; District Messenger, 111.37; Children’s Home, Win- 
field, 59.03; Institute for Epilepties and Mission, 11.00; Negro Mis- 
sion, 52.91; Sanitarium at Wheat Ridge (including Dollar Collec- 
tions), 1,054.20; L. L. L., 6.00; Armenian Relief, 1.00; War Sufferers 
in Europe, 781.48; Chureh at Lyons (destroyed by storm), 485.80; 
Land Purchase at Winfield, 37.50; College Household at Winfield, 
13.85; General Church Extension Fund, 200.00. — Total, $6,023.66. 

W. C. VoGEL, 7'reas. 


From congregation at Hankinson, N. Dak., per Robert Zietlow, 
for Foreign Mission, $24.48. Ph. Stockinger, Bremen, Ind., for Euro- 
pean Relief, 10.00; Eimmanuel Church, Mercedes, Tex., do., 60.00. 
Sunday-school at Racine, Wis., per Rev. A. Rehwaldt, for China Mis- 
sion, 81.14; Rev. E. A. Nauss, 5.00. From the estate of Christine 
Bock, per Rev. Kar] Kurth, Beatrice, Nebr., for Synodical Treasury, 
100.00. Bethlehem Church, Milwaukee, Wis., for Synodical Treasury, 
50.00. Wm. H. Beck, Pinckneyville, 111., for Home Mission, 1.12; 
Miss Marie Labeing, Pittsburgh, Pa., 1.00. L. Pollert, Brownstown, 
Ind., for European Relief, 3.00. Mrs. Ilerm. Rehm, Fort Wayne, Ind., 
for Negro Mission, 4.75; A. H. [?J, 5.00. Fred Strobel, Hardwick, 
Minn., for Lagoa Vermelha, 10.00; for Greensboro Dormitory, 5.00, 
KE. Reim and Jolin Reimer, Hardwick, Minn., for Greensboro Dormi- 
tory, each 5.00. G. A. Leifer, Seott, Wis.. for the L. L. L., 5.00. Per 
Rev. Kretzschmar, for salary of fourth missionary in China, from 
N. N., 250.00. Mr. and Mrs. Ph. Stockinger, Bremen, Ind., for chil- 
dren in Europe, 15.00. Congregation in Hoffman, Minn., for Foreign 
Mission, 40.00. KE. SEUEL, Gen. Treas. 


Acknowledgment. 


The L. L. L. gratefully acknowledges the receipt of a contribution 
of $1.00 for our Permanent Endowment Fund from an anonymous 
contributor of Milwaukee, Wis. 

Frep C. Prirziarr, L. L. L. Treasurer, 
730 First Wisconsin National Bank Bldg., 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


Advance of Price for “Witness” and “Lutheraner.” 


In accordanee with synodical resolution the subseription price 
of the LUTHERAN WITNESS and Lutheraner has been advanced to 
$1.25 each, payable strictly in advance; in St. Louis (and in the sub- 
urban places served from the St. Louis post-ofliee) and in foreign 
countries, including Canada, $1.50 per annum. The new price goes 
into effect on September 15, 1920. Up to then subseriptions will be 
accepted at the old. price, also renewals. Thus if your subscription 
expires on Deeember 31, 1920, we will accept your renewal from De- 
cember 31, 1920, to Deeember 31, 1921, at the old figure, provided 
the amount and order reach our oflice before noon of September 15, 
1920. CoxcorDIA PurRLisiine House, 

St. Louis, Mo. 
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Change of Addresses. 


Rev. H. W. Bartels, 1879 E. 66th St., Cleveland, O. 
Rev. C. A: Brauer, 420 W. Liberty St., Ann Arbor, Mich. 
Rev. R. Brenner, 420 Warner Ave., Peoria, Jl. 
Prof. W. J. Brockmann, 862 40th St., Milwaukee, Wis. 
Rev. H. W. Degner, R. 2, Ulysses, Nebr. 
Rev. E. H. Demetrio, 1202 Azalia, Memphis, Tenn. 
Rev. J. Fichler, Crosstown, Mo. 
Rev. C. IF. luelling, R. 2, Yorkville, I]. 
Rev. R. Gose, 1920 Court St., W., Flint, Mich. 
Rey. A. L. Grewe, 422 Seventh St., Boonville, Mo. 
Rev. H. A. H. Harthun, 424 Ball St., Cheboygan, Mich. 
Rev. G. H. llentschel, Wellston, Okla. 
Rev. W. F. F. Hoffmann, Mscondido, Cal. 
Rey. H. W. Holls, 6620 Marmaduke Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 
Rev. G. Huebener, Old Folks’ Home, Monroe, Mich. 
Rev. F. Kroencke, Ridge Ave., Pleasant Ridge Sta., Cincinnati, O. 
Rev. H. Kroening, R. 2, Lincoln, Kans. 
Rey. C. A. Krog, Ute, lowa. 
Rev. G. Kuechle, Jr., R. 6, Marysville, O. 
Rey. R. Ik. Lehmann, R. 6, Stillwater, Minn. 
Rey. L. J. Lemke, R.1, Madelia, Minn, 
Rev. O. W. H. Lindemeyer, 3448 Texas Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 
Rev. I’. L. Mahnken, R.1, Box 34, Effingham, Ll. 
Rev. H. W. Niewald, 1120 13th St., Miami, Fla. 
Rev. R. P. Oehlschlaeger, Maple Heights, Bedford, O. 
Rey. E. C. E. Pautseh, 2852 McLean Ave., Chieago, Ill. 
Rev. H. Petrich, 409 Bridge St., Brownstown, Jnd. 
Rey. A. C. Rolf, Grandview, Man., Can. 
Rev. G. Schaefer, Wessington Springs, 8. Dak. 
Rev. J. G. Scehliepsiek,, R. 1, Honey Creek, Lowa. 
Rev. J. C.. Sehmidt, 693 36th St.. Milwaukee, Wis. 
Rev. J. F. Karl Schmidt, 3357 W. 31st Ave., Denver, Colo. 
Rey. H. ©. Sehoenbeck, 5626 8S. Paulina St., Chicago, III. 
Rev. C. F. Sehrein, R.1, Elwood, Nebr. 
Rey. HH. L. W. Schuetz, 214 E. 20th St., Cheyenne, Wyo. 
Rev. L. J. Schwartzkopf, 8 Milan ‘ferrace, Rue de Paris, Han- 
kow, China. 
Rey. G. Viehweg, R. 1, Arapahoe, Nebr. 
Rev. G. A. Walz, Park City, Mont. 
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VoL. XXXIX. 


The Song Supreme. 


Could I but sing one song of tenderness, 
Whose name would I desire to bless? 
Would I exalt in pleasing verse and rhyme 
The saered ties of this terrestrial clime: 
The ties of home, a mother’s loving care, 
The ties of friendship — shall we linger there? 
These may be sung and form a noble theme; 
But not the burden of the song supreme. 
Could I but sing one song ere I depart, 
And cheer a heavy-laden heart, 
My song supreme to nobler realms must rise, 
Unto the hills of bountiful.supplies; 
Yea, higher still, to Him in heaven above 
Who came to seek and save me—wondrous love!— 
And found me when I wandered far and long: 
My Savior’s name shall be my one sweet song. 

W. ML. CzaMansKe. 


A Manual of Prayer for Plain People. 


Written by Martin Luther on Request of Master Peter 
the Barber. 


i? 
Goop Master Perer: — 


This is the best I can offer. As a matter of fact, it is 
the method I myself employ in praying. If it pleases God 
to show you and the others a better method, that shall 
please me. Amen. 

First. When, owing to the press of my every-day affairs 
and cares, I find myself in no mood for prayer,— for the 
devil and the flesh are ever hampering and hindering prayer, 
—TI at once pick up my precious Book of Psalms and either 
seclude myself, or, if it be the hour of public worship, I hasten 
to Join the congregation in church, and there I recite word 
for word, just like a child, the ‘l'en Commandments, ihe 
Creed, and, as time permits, a few Scripture-passages. words 


of Christ, Paul, or the Psalms. On this account you would 


do well-‘to make prayer the first business of the morning anil 
the last business of the evening. And you will have to guard 
against thoughts like these: ‘There is no particular hurry: 
laier on, after an hour or so, I'll say my prayers: other 
matters require my attention just now. That is a delusion 
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and a snare. For if you once abandon prayer for business 
in this manner, business will keep you so busy that it will 
he all up with your praying for that day. 

I do not mean to deny that under certain circumstances | 
working Is as good as, or even hetter than, praying, par- 
ticularly if it be a case of pressing need. There is a saying, 
ascribed to St. Jerome, to this effect: “All works of the 
helievers are prayers.” And an old saw runs thus: “Honest 
labor is a twofold prayer.” ‘Che underlying meaning is that 
the believer performs his every-day labor from the fear of 
God and for the honor of God, and regulates his business 
by God's commandments, being careful not to wrong any man 
or get the better of him through theft, overcharging. and 
other forms of dishonesty. Work performed in this spirit 
of faith certainly has become a prayer, vea, a sacrifice of 
thanksgiving. ‘The same principle applies to the unbeliever. 
His whole labor takes on the nature of a curse, and a twofold 
curse at that. For he cannot but carry on his work in utter 
disregard of God’s will and his neighbor’s welfare; he will 
even aim at wronging and defrauding him. Is not such 
a man actually cursing God and his neighbor? And is not 
his labor a cursed thing twice over in that it calls down the 
curse of God upon himself? And the business of such men 
is bound to go to the dogs. This is what is meant when we 
are bidden to “pray without ceasing.” For without ceasing 
we must guard against sinning and wrong-doing, and no man 
will do so unless he fears God and inclines his ear to the 
Law, according to Ps. 1,2: “Blessed is he who meditates in 
His Law day and night.” 

But let us be on our guard lest we wean ourselves of 
prayer proper by too easily forsaking it, under the plea of 
necessity, for our every-day labor; we would soon find our- 
selves becoming indolent and slothful in the business of 
prayer, filled with apathy and loathing of it. Por the devil 
is never slow and slothful in his attempts upon us, and our 
flesh is ever eager to welcome sin and rebuff the spirit of 
prayer. So, then, when your heart, meditating and speaking 
the Word of God, has been warmed and quickened, kneel down, 
or stand with hands folded and eyes lifted up to heaven, 
and pray, either silently or aloud, and as briefly as you may, 
on this wise: — 

“O heavenly Father, my dear Lord: I am a poor sinner, 
unworthy and unfit to lift eyes and hands to Thee and: to 
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pray. But since Thou hast commanded us, all of us, to pray, 
and hast also promised to hear us, and moreover hast. taught 
us through Thy dear Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, both the 
. ' ‘ ; \ 
words and the manner of prayer, | appear before Thee on the 


strength of Thy command and in obedience to it. I put my 


trust in Thy gracious promise, and in the name of my Lord 
Jesus Christ 1 call upon Thee, together with all holy Chris- 
tians on earth, in the words He has taught us: ‘Our Father, 
who art in heaven,’” etc. Repeat the whole prayer to the 
end, word for word. (X, 1394. 1395.) 


You and Your Boy. 


Colonel Henry Watterson, in his autobiography, writes: 
“The pulpit remains the moral hope of the universe and the 
spiritual light of mankind.” Colonel Watterson has had ‘very 
little contact with the best pulpits, but, no doubt, in his long 
life he has seen enough to give him an exalted opinion of 
those men who labor upon men’s souls. If he, with his limited 
experience, feels called upon to pay so high a tribute to the 
oflice of the ministry, what ought we to say, we who know 
the pulpit at its best? | 

With us one fruit of our appreciation of the pulpit ought 
to be that we do all in our power to encourage the boys who 
grow up in our homes, if God has given them the gifts, to 
prepare to enter the pulpit as preachers of that Word which 
is able to build men up, and to give them an inheritance 
among all them that are sanctified. We ought not fail to 
impress them with the fact that there is no sphere of activity 
in which men can do more for the glory of God, for lifting 
up their Savior, and for the welfare of the world and all 

its races than in the Christian ministry. 

If your boy is gifted with a healthy body and a bright 
mind, tell me: Who gave him these gifts? Did he not receive 
all this from the Giver of every good gift, from his gracious 
God in heaven? And should it not be his and your endeavor 
to place these gifis, to the very best advantage, in the service 
of Him from whom he has received them?— And tell me 
this: Have you never noticed sin in your boy? However 
precious a lad, and however fine his character, you must be 
blind indeed if you have never seen weakness and sin in him. 
And do you know that this sin will certainly ruin him unless 
God Himself intervenes? If you are a Christian parent, you 
have prayed for your child, prayed also against his sin, and 
you believe that God will hear such a prayer. But you also 
know that God employs means whereby He bestows His grace, 
forgiveness of sin, and strength against sin. ‘These means 
are His Word and Sacraments. You have therefore also in 

_ infancy had your boy baptized, you have placed him under 
the influence of the Word of God. Have you never thought 
of it that in the holy ministry, both in the preparation for 
it as well as in the execution of its work as a pastor, your 
son will be continually under the influence of that means 
whereby God bestows upon us justification and sanctification, 
forgiveness of sin and deliverance from its power? 

You want to see your boy in the best company, you want 
to see him employed in the best work, you want to see him 
achieve the best results. Jn the holy ministry your son will 
be in the daily, intimate company of the Lord Jesus, engaged 
in the very business for which Jesus came to this earth. In 
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the holy ministry he will associate, speak, labor, consult, and 
deal with those who like himself are in this work of making 
known to the souls of men all the counsel of God. In the 
holy ministry he will be engaged in a work that cannot fail, 
for we have God’s Word that His Word shall not return 
unto Flim void, but that it shall succeed in the thing whereto 
He sends it. In the holy ministry he will accomplish results 
which shall abide throughout all eternity. What has become 
of the works of such world conquerors as Alexander-the Great, 
for instance, or of Napoleon 1? We read their history to-day 
as the people at the circus look at the maneuvers of an 
acrobat. Men stare at these feats of skill and power, and 
finally wonder that the result is— nothing. But what of the 
Psalms, what of the letters of Paul, what of the writings of 
Luther, what of the poems of Paul Gethardt? To this day 
all these are perennial springs of life, fountains of blessing 
where millions quench their thirst, receive new life, are pro- 
tected against death, and rise on the wings of song and of 
faith to escape hell and enter heaven. 

And if you say: Yes, but how do I know that my boy 
will ever become a preacher or a writer of such brilliancy 
and power as these men whom you have mentioned? Listen! 
Suppose your boy enters politics, or studies medicine, or goes 
into business, or learns a trade, are you absolutely sure of 
his success? Do you not know of many in all walks of life 
who are wretched failures? , 

But if one would say: Certainly the ministry is a good 
work, but it is not the only profession in which one can 
serve God.- Do not our merchants and other laymen do much 


for the Church and for the glory of God by contributing 


their money and otherwise assisting in church-work? Cer- 
tainly it is true that the office of the ministry is not the only 
work in which one may serve our Lord and Savior. God 
distributes His gifts differently to different persons. Some 
have gifts which mark them for certain professions. In medi- 
cine, in law, in politics, in commercial life, in agriculture, 
and in other activities a Christian, if his opportunities and 
gifts are such, may serve his Lord and Master. If cireum- 
stances necessitate your entering one of these activities, do 
so with a good conscience. If your gifts, disposition, and 
abilities indicate that you are not fit for the Gospel ministry, 
be not discouraged, but remember that God made use of that 
carpenter, Joseph, to be the guardian of the Lord Jesus. He 
employed governors, kings, politicians, physicians, merchant- 
men, farmers, soldiers, and others to aid in the building of 
the Church. The Church is not composed of ministers and 
teachers only. This only we would say: God has bestowed 
upon our Church wonderful opportunities, many doors are 
open to us. The harvest truly is plenteous, and if we have 
boys that may be fitted for the office of teacher or preacher, 
we should be glad to have them enter upon this work in which 
they may serve the Lord so intensively. We should not allow 
carnal considerations, not at all the love of money, or the 
love of ease, or the love of honor and prestige among men 
to interfere with any boy’s desire to enter the ministry or 
to become a teacher in one of our schools, 

One more thing. Pastors and teachers have heretofore 
been very poorly paid, and when they died and left families, 
these families have often suffered. But even in this respect 
matters are improving, the fruits of the Word of God, of 
instruction and admonition, are appearing in our congrega- 
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tions. Our laymen are taking an earnest interest also in the 
temporal welfare of their spiritual guides. ‘They are even 
now collecting a fund of three million dollars, the proceeds 
of which are to assist the familics of those who have served 
their Lord and the Church in the Gospel ministry or in the 
Christian school. ‘The salaries of our professors have been 
increased. Most congregations have considered the high cost 
of living and are making better provision for those who sow 
to them spiritual things. 

We are continually told of the inereasing opportunities 
which are opening for our Church in all parts of this world. 
We are told that all we need is men and money. Thank God 
we may note some improvement in giving. In the last three 
years our Synod raised three times the amount of money for 
missions and for education that it raised in the preceding 
tricnnium. But we need more men. We need more boys for 
our colleges. 

Jf you are in doubt as to whether the boy will finally 
‘make a preacher or a teacher, send him to one of our colleges. 
Even if he does not enter the ministry, the education and 
the Christian training which he receives at our schools will 
be of the utmost benefit to him. ‘The surroundings there 
and the influence of the professors may lead him to make up 
his mind to enter the pulpit after all. 

In this number of the Wrrnrss you will read the an- 
nouncements of the opening of our many higher schools. 
Send your boys to these schools, where day after day they 
are under the influence of Christian men and the Spirit of 
the living God. Pray with and for your boy, that God may 
have mercy upon him and may be pleased to use him for the 
glory of Iis holy Name and for the extension of His kingdom. 
Ask God to bless him and to make him a blessing as He made 
Abraham a blessing, and ask Him graciously to so lead and 
guide you and your children that you may enter heaven, and, 
if it please God, one or more of your boys may be there 
to “shine as the brightness of the firmament and as the stars 
forever and ever.” S. 


Ee Backwoods Letters. 
I: 

Back, once more, to the wooded hills, the pine-board 
cottage on the river, the’ ceaseless murmur and chatter‘of the 
rapids, and the pure hill-country air, laden with the scent 
of the pines and the bottomland meadows as it gently rustles 
the leaves of ancient oak-trees and sycamores and covers the 
placid “stretch” of the river with ripples, — back to the semi- 
wilds of the hill country once more! Civilization ends a mile 
down the river, where is the ford and the end of the mail- 
route. Here is nature, not untouched by the hand of man, 
indeed, yet not so despoiled of her beauty as in the vacation- 
haunts of the city crowds, which penetrate to the edge of these 
fastnesses to make noisy Saturdays and Sundays. Nature, 
luxuriant with the life of summer and beautiful with the 
variety of cliffs, wooded slopes, and the cool, pellucid river, 
and the silent summer-heaven, and the lustrous stars, at 
night, undimmed by the glare of city lights. 

These are my hills. I hold tenure of them without deed 
or lease. Some one, no doubt, has recorded somewhere the 
fact that he holds title to these backwoods acres, but, pray, 


what benefit has he of them that I have not? He holds no 
charter of the life-giving air, he cannot till soil that is most]v 
rock and standing on end, and as for the song of the cardinal 
bird at sunrise, and the concert of the yellow-breasied warblers 
aud the oriole and whip-poor-will and meadow-lark, and the 
moonlight on the ripples, what has he, the titled owner, ad- 
vantage of me in these possessions? ‘Taxes and assessments, 
and nothing else besides. 

Let us make an excursion or two into our domain. You 
are weary of the glare of cement walks and the noises that 
men create in their strange business of making a living, and 
you will find here things that will make your mind young 
and your senses fresh. You will have to work pretty hard 
if you stay with me, as nature, so gencrous in her provender 
to the animals, is not in a mood to alter the order established 
after the I*all, that in the sweat of his brow man shall obtain 
that wherewith he may sustain lite; but you will find com- 
pensations, if you have an open eye and a ready ear and 


a willing mind. 
* # + 


The day is still young as we rest at the end of a steep 
ascent up the hollow, on the edge of the oak forest. What 
is this around us? Young oak saplings, the third: growth, — 
for the ancient monarchs of the wood were cut down a long 
time ago and have long served their purpose as ties on rail- 
road track-beds in many States. Young oaks, barely more 
than underbrush, too crowded to make promise of a future 
forest. ‘The valley is covered with the mists rising from the 
cool water of the river and swirling about as gusts of morning 
air agitate their billowy surface. ‘Tufts of mist are swept 
upwards and drift about the cliffs above, where they dissolve 
in the morning sunlight. I look down and I see, swaying 
before me, shoulder-high, the topmost leaf of an oak-sapling. 
What do I behold there? Look closely. The leaf is covered 
with a thousand round gems of purest ray, through which 
the dark reddish-brown of the leaf is perceived. Where have 
I seen something like this? It was not so long ago and now 
I remember, — it was in a jeweler’s show-window on Wood- 
ward Avenue, Detroit, a breastpin in a velvet case, shaped 
like an oak-leaf and tinted like this same dew-bespangled leaf 
before me, with garnets, diamonds, and rubies; and the price 
was several thousand dollars. So man gathers with infinite 
pains costly gems of harmonious colors and sets them in gold, 
aud when the artist’s skill has done its best, we have a jewel 
as close as man can fashion it in likeness to one of ten million 
oak-leaves on a thousand hills any summer-day morning, when 
the mist settles on their verdure. See what God can do, and 
how poorly, after all, man, in the perfection of his crafts, 
can imitate the handiwork of the Creator, who needs only 
a leaf and one grain of water to create a marvel of beauty 
which man cannot imitate unless he scours the earth for gems 
and painfully fashions —an oak-leaf strewn with dew. 

* * % 


I lift the leaf, and underneath there scurries off, in much 
confusion, a spider. I see. He has been gathering his break- 
fast, feeding on the tiny parasites that cluster on the under 
side of the leaf. He drops himself by a single thread to 
a lower leaf, then builds incredibly fast another rope to lower 
himself to the heap of dry sticks in which he has his web 
What have we seen? We have seen one of the greatest — 
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in creation. “What, thai ugly insect?" Friend, it is neither 
ugly nor an insect. In the first place, it is not an inseet. 
An insect has three parts, head, thorax, and abdomen, and it 
The spider has but two parts, as you can see 
Those “pincers” 


has six legs. 
when you stoop down, and it has eight legs. 
are its jaws, savage-looking organs, when vou .examine them 
closely through a lens, curved im and set with teeth, while 
through them run tubes that contain poison, stored away in 
the head. This is a day-time spider, as you can see when 
you examine its eyes, which are eight im number, true, com- 
pound eves, not faceted lenses, like the eye of most insects; 
not large and lustrous, however, as in the mght-working 
spiders, but small and dull. In order that its weight may 
hot rest too heavily on the filmy threads on which it walks, 
eight legs support its body. In each foot there are no less 
than seven joints, marvelously articulated, and each foot has 
four claws which if needs to spin and build its web. And 
this web is the great wonder of biology. There is nothing 
like it in all nature. In the back part of the body the spider 
carries a mucilaginous substance which hardens into a strong 
fiber as soon as it is exposed to the air. Then from the lower 
part of its body there extend three or four pairs of appendages 
called spinnerets. ‘The office of these spinnerets is to reel out 
the silk from the glands, the tip of each spinneret being 
perforated by thousands of little tubes through which the silk 
escapes In excessively fine threads. The thread which vou 


just saw when the spider lowered herself from the leaf was: 
a union of thousands of these delicate streams of silk, which: 


were united into one thread in much Jess than a hundredth 
part of a second, in that same fraction of time hardened and 
became strong enough to support a spider ten thousand times 
the weight of the thread. Up that same thread the spider 
will ascend as fast as the eye can see, and in that ineonceivably 
lnief interval of time, while raising itself, rolls the web into 
a ball! 1 could tell vou more about the marvelous geometry 
of the spider’s web, and the manner in which it is put to use, 
but vou said something about “that ugly insect,” and you 
must now take it all back. 

, If 1 had an evolutionist with me on this foraging-trip, 
— for, like the spider, we are really out, not for nature- study, 
but to gather provisions, — I say, had I an evolutionist with 
me, T should show him this spider under the little pile of 
sticks, and J should say fo him: “Unriddle me this, brother, 
on the basis of your theory. Tere we have two special glands, 
capable of secreting a soft material that can be readily drawn 
into the finest threads of the greatest strength, requiring no 
perceptible time for drying, and two to four spinnerets per- 
forated by more than a thousand of the smallest aperiures, 
and hind Jegs modified so that they can be used to draw out 
the web through the spinnerets, and also the instinets of the 
spider to use its web to advantage. All these organs, more 
delicate than any machine that the hand of man has ever 


built, and these instincts must, according to your theory, have’ 


heen evolved by slow processes. But to evolve the silk glands 
alone would have required a long period of incipiency: these. 
and all the other structures must, during this period have been 
rudimentary, hence, useless; how, then, could they be evolved. 
since it is the basic assumption of evolution that through use 
the various organs have become what they are? The glands 
without the spinnerets would have been useless. And in what 
conceivable manner could the spinnerets haye been developed 
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from legs, as the evolutionists assert? Tow could a substanee 
so exceptional as the web of the spider be suddenly produced 
by evolution? Unriddle me these riddles !” 


us a Be 


Something ‘rustled under foot as we turned to go. Ah! 
so the lord of creation, man, was here. THe left the Extra 
Final Edition of the St. Louis Globe-Democral, discarded 
alter reading it during a pause in a tramp over the hills, 
no doubt. We looked over the head-lines. After a glimpse 
of insect life, a glance at the activities of men. | 

Daylight Bandits Rob Ulinois Bank of $21,800. 

Widow Tied to Chair and Robbed of $520, 

Motor Bandits Rob Company Mail Sack. 

Woman Killed in Duel with Girl over Man. 

Turkey Decides to Sign Peace 'Treaty.. 

Russia Won't Stop Warfare on Poles. 

Miners Raise $100,000 to Fight Kansas Law. 

Kidnapped Baby Found. 

url Who Took Mer Life after Shooting Lover Buried 
Here. 

Speculators Confident of Break in Corn. 

Milk Men Boost Prices. 

“Wee-o! Who! Who! Who! —” 
from the depth of the forest. It was the hoot-owl, crying 
farewell to the night. A humming-bird daried by, and there 
was a rustling in the leaves of the walnuts, oaks, and lindens, 
as the morning breezes came over the hills. An cagle screamed 
its whistling, piercing note as it reeled overhead, its wings 
n bright yellow and buff in the light of the risen sun. An- 
other day had come. Tt is time that we move on, for it is 
still a mile to Jones’s Orchard, and a sack of apples weighs 
heavy when carried in the heat of the day. CG. 


came, like a doleful ery, 





“The Lord Hath Need of Them.”’ 


The Central School Board of our Synod, elected by the 
delegates from our congregations at the Detroit convention, 
held its first meeting on the 19th of July. President Pfoten- 
was invited to attend, and the members of the new 
Board highly appreciated his presence and valuable advice. 

It is the duty of the Central School Board to aid the 
congregations by suggestions and counsel with a view of pre- 
serving and advancing our parochial schools, to keep informed 
and disseminate information on the activities of those who 
are Opposing our schools. 

At its first mecting, the Board was pleased to hear the 
gratifying report that 109 congregations had sent calls for 
teachers to the Board of Distribution. Evidently our con- 
gregations are determined to maintain their Christian schools 
in the face of all opposition and antagonism. In these days 
of sore distress, the Lord bestows increased strength upon 
all that rely upon the assurance of His (livine assistance. 
They shall prevail, “if they faint not.” 

But how shall we be able to maintain our schools without 
i sufficient supply of teachers? 109 teachers were urgently 
needed, and only 55 candidates were available; 5+ congrega- 
tions, therefore. were disappointed and are now asking: How 
can we maintain and advance our schools without teachers? 

Fellow-Christians, pastors, teachers, parents, young men 
and women of our churches, we cannot hope to keep our 
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schools, except we pray the Lord of the harvest that Ile send 
forth laborers into His harvest. And in order to secure such 
laborers and to have them trained for their work in our 
schools, ve must make diligent and strenuous efforts to gain 
students for our colleges, particularly for our Normal Schools 
at River Forest, lL, and Seward, Nebr. “I'he Lord hath need 
of them.” The Lord hath need of our sons, many of them, 
at least twice as many as we sent to the teachers’ colleges 
last year. Let us arouse ourselves before it is too late. Let 
us tell all our members about this need. Our colleges and 
school-houses cannot save the parochial schools, except we send 
boys, good, bright, God-fearing boys, to the teachers’ train- 
ing schools. ‘he Lord says to us: 1 have need of them. [ct 
every one say: I will either go myself or help to win and to 
encourage a young man to go to college and Icarn to do the 
Lord’s work. 

God grant that all our members heed the call: The Lord 


hath need of our boys. THEO. SCITURDEL. 
Chairman of Central School Board. 





The Fort Wayne Luther Institute. 


The composition of the Lutheran School Association of 
Fort Wayne, which consists of over 400 members of the varie 
ous congregations of Fort Wayne and vicinity, stamps ort 
Wayne Luther Institute as the school of the entire Lutheran 
contingent of the city and surrounding communities. 

For the present the Institute is enjoying the hospitality 
of St. Paul’s Congregation, in whose spacious and modern 
school building it occupies a wing. “There is every reason 
to assume, however, that the Institute’s rapid growth of the 
past four years augurs well for the future, necessitating a 
structure of iis own. ‘The enrolment has increased from ap- 
proximately 70 the first year to about 120 for the scholastic 
year just completed. The announcements to date for next 
year promise the attainment of the 150 mark for 1920—19?1. 

The Luther Institute in its present condition is merely 
the embryo of its contemplated form. The intention of the 
founders of this school was and is the establishment of a full- 
fledged high school. ‘To-day’s course of study extends over 
two years and is primarily a business course, offering a thor- 
oughly modern commercial education: but, in addition, the 
curriculum readily adjusts itself to the wishes of those seeking 
a better general education after graduation from the grammar 
school. 

The school is maintained jointly by tuition-fees and the 
generosity of the School Association. The tuition-fee is prac- 
tically nominal. In conformity with its character, that of 
a continuation school of the grammar schools, the minimum 
entrance requirements are an cighth-grade education. 

The graduates’ work reflects the qualifications of their 
school. Without any undue presumption Tather Institute 
may assume that the rank and file of its graduates are making 
good in their respective spheres. The demand far exceeds the 


‘supply at present. In the course of time the Institute will 


undoubtedly see its graduates, now just entering into the 
business life of Fort Wayne, forge into positions of prom- 
inence and responsibility, a credit to themselves, to their 


school, and to our dear Tatheran Church. 


Fort Wayne, Ind. M. BertraM. 
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Editorial. 


Our Church and Education. — The history of the Chris- 
tian Church shows that the Church of Christ has always been, 
and is to-day, the friend und patron of genuine learning. It 
is true, Jesus did not come into the world simply to teach us 
earthly truths. Nor did He send ILis disciples into all the 
world to instruct the world in human science. Jesus caine to 
teach us that wonderful truth which all the wisdom of this 
world at its very best could never know or teach us, namely, 
that “God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten 
Son. that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.’ And it is this heavenly Gospel which 
Ile commanded His Christians to preach. But it is also true 
that Jesus recognized natural, earthly truths, and that He used 
them to illustrate and to emphasize revealed truth. And the 
Christian Church has ever done the same. Thus Jesus told ILis 
hearers that “men do not gather grapes of thorns or figs of 
thistles? Matt. 7,16. He told His hearers that though the 
fowls of the air sow not, neither reap, nor gather into barns, 
yet they are fed, and that no one by thinking about it can add 
one cubit to his stature. Matt. 6, 26.27. Thus also the Apostle 
Paul reminded his tormentors of the fact that it was not cus- 
tomary among the Romans to punish a man who had not been 
legally tried before a competent court. Acts 22,25. And Peter 
writes to the Christians that it is no glory if a man is buffeted 
fur his faults, 1 Pet. 2,20; and Paul writes to Titus that it 1s 
4 well-known fact, expressed also by a secular writer, that the 
Cretans are liars, Titus1, 12. In this same manner, all true 
Christian preachers and pastors and teachers have taken ad- 
vantage of the natural knowledge possessed by those who heard 
them. They have done more: they have taught also natural, 
carthly knowledge and corrected prevalent misunderstandings ° 
and errors concerning temporal matters. They have encouraged 
reading, writing, calculation, and other natural arts and sciences. 
The Bible everywhere takes it for granted that there is no con- 
tradiction between natural truth and revealed truth, — just as 
we never hear of a collision between an automobile and an ocean 
liner. It is truc, however, that just as soon as the Church was 
corrupted with superstitious, errors, and heresies, that then these 
corrupted churches also interfered with the natural learning of 
man. The monks of the Middle Ages fought against the natural 
sciences and against truths which ought to be evident to all 
who have eyes and ears. The nonsense taught by these medieval 
representatives of religion caused many to scoff at all religion, 
and since scientists and monks contradicted each other, super- 
ficial men said that science and religion cannot be harmonized. 
Before Luther arose, popery and monkery had so beclouded 
and darkened the truths of the Bible that natural reason also 
came more and more under the sway of the devil. And the 
worldly-minded thought themselves justified in making a laugh- 
ing-stock of religion. ‘Thus many true Christians were offended 
because they could not distinguish between truth and error in 
religion. (Read Graebner’s Dark Ages.) Thus in our day we . 
find that Christian Scientists. for instance, contradict natural 
scientific truths. Christian Scientists contradict facts of anat- 
omy, physiology, pathology, and chemistry. Aye, they even dis- 
courage the study of these sciences. But the true Christian 
religion has uever discouraged these branches of learning. The 
Lutheran Church in no case interferes with any advancement 
in true knowledge and genuine learning. In fact, nowhere have 
arts and sciences flourished more, nowhere has medicine, surgery, 
transportation, and inventions achieved greater victories than 
among Christian people. The whole history of the Lutheran 
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Church shows that she is the friend of true education, of good 
schools, and of all pure arts. The Lutheran Reformation was 
a reformation not only of the Church and of doctrine, it was 
a reformation also of learning, and it was a powerful revival of 


good common sense, followed by a revival of progress in every 


department of human life. 

In this same spirit the fathers of the Missouri Synod 
founded their colleges. Wherever a true Missouri Lutheran 
began his work, there heavenly truth began to shine, and be- 
sides the heavenly truths secular learning was also encouraged. 
We may truthfully say that wherever Missouri Lutheranism 
grows, there schools, colleges, and seminaries grow with it. The 
reports of every session of our Synod tell of it. How much time 
was devoted at this last session at Detroit to schools, colleges, 
and seminaries! In this respect also the Lutheran Church is 
the Church for America. America wants and needs good schools. 
It wants the best in education that can be had. The best that 
can be had is given in those schools where superstition does not 
replace revealed truth, and where confused thinking and heathen 
theories do not displace the evident and well-attested facts of 
earthly experience. By the grace of God the Missouri Synod 
has an excellent educational system and an ever improving 
equipment. 

Much money and time, and many lives are devoted to this 
educational work of our Church. Blessed are the parents whose 
children may enter these schools. Blessed are those young people 
who frequent these institutions of learning. May God bless 
us all with a deep appreciation of this His gracious and un- 
merited gift! S. 

Our Parish Schools. — News of a heartening character 
has just come from Michigan, the present battle-ground of our 
day-schools. As the reader has been informed, an amendment 
to the State constitution has been initiated in that State by an 
association hostile to our schools, which would make it unlaw- 
ful for any child between the ages of five and sixteen years to 
attend any private school. The amendment was to be balloted 
on at the fall elections. Recently Rev. L. A. Linn, of Saginaw, 
asked Attorney-General Groesbeck if the amendment was con- 
stitutionual. In his decision, rendered in the second week in 
July, the Attorney rules that the proposed amendment is un- 
constitutional and cannot go on the November ballot. He says: 
“The police powers of the State to promote peace, health, order, 
and education do not permit the closing of private schools or 
making idle millions in school property. The Fourteenth 
Amendment to the Federal Constitution prohibits the State 
from abridging, or depriving any person of, life, liberty, or 
property,” 

We are informed that an appeal will be taken from this 
decision. The news, however, is a rift in the clouds lowering 
over our schools, and we await with confidence the outcome of 
the procedures now inaugurated against the Attorney-General’s 
decision. In this connection we may be permitted to remind our 
readers that the fight of our Michigan people is the fight of the 
entire Synod. Victory there will mean a strengthening of our 
hands in every State where our schools are under attack by a 
bigoted, nativistiec, and antircligious clement, whereas defeat in 
Michigan will in the same degree render difficult our fight in 
other States. The expenses of our brethren in Michigan, in view 
of the campaign for publicity which must be waged, are heavy, 
and contributions most weleome. Our Christians everywhere 
should be found willing to make a contribution for “School 
Conflict in Michigan” through the District treasurers. 

The American Luther League, of Fort Wayne, Ind., has 
gotten out a fine tract by Prof. Dau, entitled, “Whose Is the 
Child?” It is a booklet of 16 pages, well printed, containing 
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the answers which Scripture, common sense, and our American 
Constitution give to the question who shall control the education 
of the child. The pamphlet is of special value as an appeal to 


‘enlightened citizens outside our Church, and the League will 


mail it direct to any address furnished, at the rate of six cents 
Jer copy, remittance to accompany all such orders. Get a list 
of your prominent citizens, and send their addresses to Rev. J. 
C. Baur, 2423 S. Wayne Ave., Fort Wayne, Ind. 

The question, “Whose Is the Child?” has also been answered 
lately by a very important decision rendered through the Appel- 
late Division of the Supreme Court of the State of New York 
in the case of Mr. George Hall. When the wife of Mr. Hall 
undertook to instruct their boy in the common school branches 
at home, a magistrate decided that the child was a truant, the 
father was found guilty of abetting the truancy, and was told 
to send the child to school or go to jail. The Halls decided to 
stand on their rights to educate their son at home, and at great 
expense they carried the case through the courts. Mrs. Hall is 
an educated woman, having taught in various private schools. 
She considered her education sufficient to teach her boy “the 
subjects which boys of his age are now studying, English, geog- 
raphy, spelling, arithmetic, etc.’ In their decision the five 
judges of the Appellate Division of the Supreme Court reverse 
the decisions of all the lower courts and uphold the right of 
parents to teach their children, as did Mrs. Hall, “in accordance 
with those regulations which are authorized by the schools for 
children of his age.” The District Attorney agrees with the 
decision, which may become one of the most famous in the 
history of primary education in this country. Its bearing upon 
the conflict in which our schools are now involved is evident. 


G. 


Our Board of Directors. — One of the important changes 
made in our synodical organization by the Detroit convention 
is the reorganization of our Board of Directors and its invest- 
ment with new and important duties. We have always had a 
Board of Directors, consisting of the President, Secretary, and 
Treasurer of Synod. The property of Synod was administered 
by them, and transfers, purchases, and sales of synodical prop- 
erty were made through them. ‘he membership has now been 
widened from three td seven, and includes, besides the officers 
mentioned, one more pastor and three laymen. The directors 
meet four times a year, and, in addition, as often as the President 
considers it necessary. All fixed and movable property of the 
Synod is administered by them according to resolutions of the 
General Body. They receive annually, and as often as they 
deem it necessary, reports from the various Boards of Synod 
that administer funds or other property of Synod, — such as the 
local boards of control (Aufsichtsbehoerden), the Publishing 
House, the Church Extension F und, —and in undertakings of 
particular moment these boards are to invite the opinion of the 
Board of Directors. F 

Once a year the directors fix the budget of Synod, and they 
are empowered to suggest such measures to the congregations 
as may insure the raising of the requisite funds for synodical 
purposes. Their duty is also to see that all resolutions of Synod 
regarding business and financial matters are carricd out. This 
includes the purchase of new property, sales of property author- 
ized by Synod, the erection of new buildings, in fact, all the 
duties formerly performed by the General Board of Control, 
which is now abolished. They are to employ a competent and 
well-qualified man who shall be the Financial Seeretary of Synod. 
He is to be a communicant member of one of our congregations, 
and his salary will be fixed by the Board of Directors. 

Whenever a campaign for funds or a collection of moneys 
within the boundaries of Synod is planned, the Board of Direc- 
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tors 1s to pass upon such campaign or collection before the con- 
gregations and members of Synod are asked for contributions. 
This does not include the regularly constituted Boards of 
Synod,” nor are local or District undertakings included in these 
powers of recommendation or veto, so long as the territory 
within which such collections are made remains within the limits 
of the respective District. 

Concerning its activities, the Board of Directors is to main- 
tain complete and accurate records, and at least once a year it 
shall report in the synodical organs on its work. It shall also 
keep the needs of Synod before our people through the church- 
papers. 

As will be seen, the directors are clothed with the powers of 
an executive commission regarding those business and financial 
matters which concern the General Body. They cannot prescribe 
to the Districts in what manner the work of the District shall 
be done, nor can they, of course, legislate to the congregations. 
All their actions must be reported to the triennial convention of 
Synod, and full power of appeal is granted from all their de- 
cisions. 

When it is considered that a very large number of the reso- 
lutions of our Detroit Synod concern business and financial 
matters, and that the proper execution of these resolutions has 
been included in the functions of the Board of Directors, it be- 
comes ciear that the labors of this Board will be very great in- 
deed, and that it behooves all our members to petition the Lord 
of the Church that He may at all times grant its members His 
Spirit and guidance in the performance of their important tasks. 


G. 


The Unfinished Task.— After careful deliberation our 
convention at Detroit adopted without a dissenting vote the 
following resolution: — 

“RESOLVED, That Synod convened at Detroit, June 

16—25, appreciates the determination of the L.L. L. to 

. collect the balance needed to complete the $3,000,000 En- 

dowment Fund for our Veterans of the Cross, wishes these 

brethren God’s blessing, and encourages all officers and 

pastors, as well as the laity of Synod to give further en- 

thusiastic, energetic, and sustained support to our Lu- 

theran Laymen’s League in their effort to have every 

member of Synod do his full share towards reaching the 
desired end.” | . 

Is it an exaggeration when we say that this resolution is 
one of those which should be placed at once by every congre- 
gation on its calendar for action? —that the representatives 
who have returned from the convention at Detroit, in their re- 
ports to the congregations, ought to give this resolution, adopted 
by their vote, such emphasis as will insure immediate and whole- 
hearted action by the churches? | 

We believe that the importance of this finish-up campaign 
for the three million dollar fund cannot easily be overemphasized. 
A fund of that amount, far from being excessive, is barely suf- 
ficient to insure the adequate support of the most needy among 
those dependent upon it. Three million dollars is a large sum, 
but the purpose which it is intended to serve is second to no 
other in importance in our church-work. The income of this 
fund is to go wholly towards the support of those who sacri- 
ficed every opportunity for temporal gain by giving their lives 
to the Gospel ministry. Shall they go without the very neces- 
sities of life, now that they are old and feeble? Shall their 
widows and small children suffer want? Our laymen have 
spoken. It is they, not the ministers and teachers, bul our 
members, who have said: “The present system of caring for our 
ee 

* Only when new undertakings of considerable scope are planned, 
also the Boards elected by Synod are to secure the consent of the 
Board of Directors. 
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old pastors and for the widows and orphans of pastors and 
teachers is nothing less than a reproach to our Christianity. We 
simply owe these Veterans of the Cross and their dependent 
families adequate support. And it will require a permanent 
endowment fund to do this.’ Now, convened in Detroit, our 
congregational representatives had their opportunity to say 
whether they want this fund completed or not. They answered 
through the resolution reprinted above. It rests now with these 
representatives to give the matter proper publicity in their con- 
gregations. 

As a synodical organ, whose function it is to set before its 
readers the matters of the Kingdom, and to present to them all 
information bearing on the tasks which our Synod has set itself, 
we shall take occasion, during the next months, to give prom- 
liwence to the various undertakings which, in the fear of God 
and with supplication at His throne, were inaugurated at Detroit. 
Among these undertakings, the completion of the Endowment 
Fund by additional donations of approximately $700,000 is one 
of prime importance. It is one of those which may never be 
accomplished, if it is not accomplished within the next few 
months, but one which can be accomplished with ease, if the 
resolution which we have reprinted is given that attention by 
the congregations which it deserves. G. 


Mission-Festivals.— For many years our congregations 
have celebrated imission-festivals. In order to make the most 
of such a celebration, different pastors and congregations have 
tried different methods. The attendance at the mission-festival 
ought to bé good. Interest in, and love for, mission-work is to 
be generated and increased. If possible, one or more boys are 
to be wen for mission-work, and a good sum of money is to be 
raised right there and then for our different mission treasuries. 

What can be done to obtain maximum results? 

If nothing more is done than to announce the mission- 
festival the Sunday before, and invite pastors from other con- 
grecations to deliver the sermons, and perhaps request the Ladies’ 
Society to serve meals for the guests, there may be a good deal 
of work for some, but the results will hardly be the best possible. 

Many pastors have discovered that the following is a better 
method. A special envelope for missions is sent out to every 
communicant member, and together with it an explanatory, 
suggestive, and encouraging letter. The pastor also delivers 
a special preparatory sermon on the Sunday before the mission- 
festival. Thus the subject of prayer for missions and for the 
mission-festival may be properly dwelt upon. All this requires 
work, care, and attention. There will also be some initial ex- 
pense. But what of some extra trouble and pains, if the results 
are pleasing to God and gratifying to the Christians? Through 
such a special letter many a one, who perhaps had the idea that 
the church is only thinking of itself and of its own advanee- 
ment, will learn again that Christians are carrying on the most 
blessed work among the heathen and the unchurched. Through 
such special efforts many a dollar, which would otherwise have 


‘remained as idle as a stone by the roadside, or even caused the 


downfall of some Christian, or otherwise served the devil’s pur- 
pose, is turned into the channel which enriches the garden of 
God and eauses new branches upon that vine which the Father 
has planted. By giving some thought to the mission-festival, 
by getting information as to how others have more than doubled 
and trebled results from their mission-festivals, we could ac- 
complish much more for the work in which we are engaged. 

Let no one imagine that energetic prosecution of this part 
of our chureh work will mean undue hardship for the members. 
We have God’s Word for it. that what we do in His kingdom, 
we are to do with our might. Ecel.9,10. There is not a word 
in the Bible to encourage lukewarmness. It was Peter who ad- 
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vised Jesus to spare Himself, but Jesus told Peter that this 
advice to avoid exertion and sacrifice was from the devil. The 
Bible everywhere recommends zeal, great zeal; and many, as 
for instance, the Lord Jesus Himself and the Apostle Paul, were 
so zealous that some people considered them demented. Cer- 
tainly, our zeal is not to be blind, but according to knowledge. 
But that is only one more reason why we should give ample 
thought, attention, and labor to our mission-festivals, and to 
inquire and learn all that we can about the conduct of a God- 
pleasing and fruitful mission-festival. S. 


Professors’ Salaries and the Budget. — The figures given 
in our Synodical Number for the budget of the Synodical Treas- 
ury include several items which have caused one or two readers 
to ask whether there is not a discrepancy between the amounts 
there given for salaries of college professors and the amount 
stated in the resolution on the same subject. There is no dis- 
crepancy. The basic salary, the amount from which the salaries 
of our college professors will be established according to local 
needs by our Board of Directors, is $1800. Our Board has the 
power to set a smaller amount in a given case and it may go 
beyond this amount. The budget figures which we printed were 
established by the special committee which had all these matters 
in hand, and since a budget is always presumed to state a max- 
imum of amounts unecessary, the expense which will be created 
for the Synodical Treasury by calling new college professors 
was sect at $2400 tor each new professor. This figure, we are 
authoritatively informed, and such is the impression we re- 
eeived at Detroit, was arrived at by computing the salary plus 
rent (or up-keep of residence, where such is provided), plus 
moving expenses on the basis of Board of Control experiences 
during the past six years. A budget is not an apportionment. 
It is an estimate. And while the figures arrived at by our 
committce may not prove exact in every Instance, they will 
average up closely to the amount given as the total. G. 


The Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran Synod is a small 
body composed of those pastors and congregations which did not 
enter the Norwegian Lutheran Merger in 1913. Dissatisfaction 
with the basis of union caused them to stand aloof from this 
uion, especially since the Agreement (Opgjoer) of 1912, with 
its unionistic assertions, was declared, by the Norwegian Merger, 
to stand “unchanged and unabridged” as the doctrinal basis on 
which the three bodies, the United Lutheran Church, Hauge’s 
Synod, and the greater part of the Norwegian Synod, were fused 
into one body. At the convention assembled at Minneapolis 
June + to 10 of the present year, there were present 35 delegates 
from the congregations and 26 pastors. The attendance was 
about 300, most of whom had come from a distance. The Presi- 
dent, Rev. 3, Harstad, of Parkland, Wash., read his annual 
report. Papers were read by Rev. H..M. Olsen on “The Dif- 
ference and Agreement of Law and Gospel,” and by Dr. Sigurd 
C. Yivisaker on “The American Lutheran Council.” Dr. Yvis- 
aker’s paper was summed up in the concluding paragraph as 
follows: “It were folly to deny that the National Lutheran 
Council * has accomplished some remarkable things. Still we 
are compelled to assert that the Council has been a misfortune 
to the Lutheran Church, inasmuch as it has opened farther the 
gates to unionism and Jodgery. The N.L. C. has tried to build 
up at one end while at the other it has destroyed. What it 
has accomplished in Europe it has accomplished at the cost of 





* A committee composed of representatives of the General 
Council-General Synod Merger, Norwegian Merger, Swedish Synod, 
Ohio Synod, and, until recently, the Iowa Synod, functioning through 
its officers, also through a representative at Washington and the 
Lutheran Bureau. 
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America, The Council has sought to eather and unite, but has 
caused more contention and disunion. It endeavors to save the 
Lutheran Church in America and Europe, but, instead, it has 
deprived the Church of its real strength. It is a plain and 
definite movement towards liberalism in doctrine and practise, 
to the detriment of those truths and principles which are most 
dear to us.” 

Rey. Paul Lindemann, of the Missouri Synod, preached at 
one of the services, his text being: “There shall be one fold and 
one shepherd.” 

Seven congregations were received into membership. 

Foreign mission work will be conducted jointly with the 
Missouri Synod. Gifts for the relief of suffering in Europe will 
likewise be sent through the Board of European Relief of the 
Missouri Synod. 

The meeting at Minneapolis was the third annual conven- 
tion of our Norwegian brethren. ‘They are a small group of 
Lutherans, but an active one, determined to bequeath unto their 
children the heritage of the Reformation —“God’s Word and 
Luther’s doctrine pure.” May the blessing of God attend their 


labors! G. 
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WHY A CHURCH EXTENSION FUND? 


The half-tone shows the newly erected church home of 
our mission-congregation at Springfield, Mo. The building. 
constructed along modern lines and located in the heart of 
the city, will add greatly to the successful prosecution of our 
mission-work in Springfield.. We well realize, however, that a 
church, whatever its architecture and its appointments, is a 
poor, if not a profane thing, if Christ Jesus Himself be absent 
from it.— You, dear reader, ought to have a personal interest 
in this mission-church. Your dollars helped to build it. It is 
an example of the Church Extension Fund in operation. 

The dedication of Trinity Lutheran Church, which took 
place Sunday, May 30, was largely attended by Lutherans of 
southwest Missouri. Several congregations dismissed services 
on that day and chartered special trains to take them to Spring- 
field. The.sermons for the occasion were delivered by the Rev. 
W. Hallerberg, St. Louis, Mo., the Rev. Theo. Walz, Hanni- 
bal, Mo., the Rev. George Griesse, Meinert, Mo., and the Rev. A. 
F. Woker, pastor of the congregation. 

Springfield, Mo., the metropolis of the Ozarks and the 
most beautiful city in the State of Missouri, is the great edu- 
cational and railroad center of the Southwest. Approximately 
4000 students are attending its various institutions of Jearning. 
A partial canvass of the city warrants the conservative estimate 
that 500 Lutherans, now, however, affiliated with other denomi- 
nations, are living in Springfield. A sad chapter in the history 
of our mission-work. Still, we are not too late. The ingather- 
ing of a good harvest is awaiting us. A. FW, 
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CHICAGO. ‘ 


Redeemer Euglish Lutheran Congregation of Chicago cel- 
ebrated the twenty-fifth anniversary of the ordination of their 
pastor, the Rev. G. Schuessler, on July 25. In the morning 
Rev. J. H. Witte, Chicago City Missionary, conducted a brict 
service with the entire Sunday-school and the Bible classes. At 
the regular morning service Rev. Sommer, of St. Louis, preached 
the anniversary sermon. The church was filled to overflowing. 
Late-comers were compelled to sit in the basement near a door 
leading to the auditorium of the church, from which place they 
could hear the services. 

These services struck the keynote of the day. Giving all 
honor and praise to.God, it was a service of thanksgiving that 
the Chief Shepherd of the Church had so signally blessed the 
faithful labors of His appointed shepherd among this flock. 

In the evening the committee arranged for a social gather- 
ing of members of the congregation and friends. For this pur- 
pose the spacious auditorium of the Englewood High School was 
secured. So large was the gathering that several sought seats 
in the balcony. 

The committee had arranged a fitting program. ‘Two of 
Rev. Schuessler’s classmates, Rev. H. Boester and Rev. F. Streu- 
fert, both of Chicago, were invited to speak. Rev, Haertel, 
Chairman of the Mission Board of the English District, spoke 
concerning his associations with Rev. Schuessler on the Mission 
Board. The Chicago English Pastoral Conference also sent 
ereetings through the undersigned. 

Redeemer Congregation also showed Pastor Schuessler that 
it certainly appreciates his work in their midst. Mr. Jt. Buehr- 
ing, a member of the congregation, in a few very appropriate 
remarks presented their pastor with a beautiful watch fittingly 
engraved, and Mr. I’. Christgau, another member of the church, 
presented him with a new car. FE. V. ILaseropr. 


CONOVER ITEMS. 


The undersigned, having been requested to deliver the Bac- 
ealaureate Sermon and the Literary Address at the Commence- 
ment of Concordia College, recently spent several weeks among 
the familiar scenes and the old acquaintances of his former 
field of activity. May he be permitted to set down for the readers 
of the Witness a few items of general interest with reference 
to this institution, pursuant to a request by the President of the 
College. 

The chief news item is the erection of a new Boarding Hall 
and Young Ladies’ Dormitory on a lot adjoining the College 
Campus. This lot, comprising about one and one-half acres, 
was purchased at a price of eighteen hundred dollars, and a 
frame building, designed for above-mentioned purposes, is being 
erected on it at an estimated cost of six to eight thousand dollars. 
The building is under roof, and it is hoped to advance the work 
sufficiently that it will be ready for use by the beginning of the 
new school-year in September. It will be a solid and com- 
modious structure, with concrete basement and two stories. ‘I'he 
former will contain kitchen, store-room and dining-hall and 
furnace-room; on the first floor will be found an assembly-room, 
music-room, and apartments for the matron and her help; the 
second story will contain eight rooms for girl-students, together 
with the necessary bathrooms. ‘The purpose is to install a hot- 
water heating system and also a water-system, and electric lights. 
The money to finance the enterprise is being raised in the local 
field, and the whole property is to be deeded to Synod on the 
completion of the building. The building will fill a long-felt 
want, and it is to be hoped that it will help materially to increase 
the local attendance. — To aid further in reaching this aim, the 
Faculty will take over the management of the boarding arrange- 
ments, and the neighboring congregations will be asked to make 
contributions in kind for the kitchen, so as to make it possible 
to furnish board at a comparatively low figure. 

In line with the above is the organization, a year and a halt 
ago, of the Lutheran Education Society for the Southeast, whose 
aim is to further, financially and otherwise, the cause of higher 
Christian education in that territory. During the short time of 
its existence it has already raised a neat sum of money for this 
purpose, and after expending part of it for college equipment 
has been able to turn over about two hundred fifty dollars to 
Synod’s treasury. May the L. E. S. flourish and increase in use- 
fulness! 


Accident, Md. G. LUECKE. 
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CONFERENCE OF LUTHERAN CHARITIES. 


The Association of Lutheran Charities within the Synodical 
Conference held its annual convention from July 13 to 15. in 
St. Luke’s Church, Chicago. 

The convention opened with a divine service in which Rey. J. 
H. Witte delivered the sermon on Matt. 9,1—8, a very appro- 
priate text, since in our institutions of mercy we take care of 
sufferers in the name of Him who is the Helper of the sick and 
the needy, the Comforter of the forsaken and distressed. In fact, 
the chief purpose for which we establish and maintain these 
institutions is to cheer poor sinners with the message that their 
sins are forgiven. The opening sermon thus struck the keynote 
of the convention. 


Immediately after the service the first session of the con- 
ference was held. Rev. Otto C. A. Boecler, pastor of St. Luke’s, 
spoke words of hearty welcome to the assembled delegates and 
guests, to which Rev. H. C. Luehr, of Fort Wayne, responded 
on behalf of the assembly, whereupon the president of the Asso- 
ciation, Rev. Ph. Wambsganss, of Fort Wayne, delivered his 
official address in which he pointed out that works of Christian 
charity are heaven-born, being done in faith, and that their 
chief purpose is to glorify God and to set the feet of poor, Jost 
sinners in the way to heaven. 

The roll-call showed an attendance of fifty delegates; about 
the same number of guests were bidden welcome in the course of 
the convention. It was reported that the Association represents 
14 hospitals, 9 orphanages, 13 home-finding societies, 8 homes 
for the aged, 1 school for deaf-mutes, 1 institution for the feeble- 
minded and epileptics, 5 hospitals, 8 city missions, 5 hospice 
homes. In addition to these, the following were received into 
membership: the Lutheran Deaconess Association, Fort Wayne, 
Ind.; the Home for the Aged, Belleplaine, Minn.; the Lutheran 
Hospital Association, the Lutheran Mission Society, Cleve- 
land, O.; the Industrial School for Boys and Girls, Addison, Ill. 

Dr. E. A. W. Krauss, of our Theological Seminary at 
St. Louis, favored the convention with a very interesting and 
instructive paper on the office of deaconess. in which he gave the 
history of the female diaconate from the days of the apostles to 
the present time. ‘This subject was particularly timely, since 
the first school of deaconesses in the Synodical Conference is 
to be opened at Fort Wayne in September, to supply the need 
of female assistauts in our various charitable institutions and 
city missions, and also in our missions in India and China. 


Rev. Alb. D. Wangerin, of Chicago, read an excellent essay, 
in which he clearly showed that our organized charities, it 
properly conducted, do net interfere with the educational and 
missionary work carried on by Synod, and that the salvation 
of immortal souls is the chief aim of all our institutions of 
mercy. Rev. Enno Duemling, of Milwaukee, read a delightful 
paper on city mission work. In a special meeting held during 
the convention, Hon. Victor P. Arnold, Judge of the Chicago 
Juvenile Court, spoke on Juvenile Court Work. 

One of the afternoon sessions was introduced by a memorial 
service in honor of three former members of the conference, who 
during the past year entered into their rest, the Pastors August 
Schlechte, J. F. Rubel, and Fr. Zagel. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 
Presideut, Rev. Ph. Wambsganss: Vice-President, Rey. F. W. 
Herzberger; Recording Sceretary, Rev. J. R. Baumann; Finan- 
cial Secretary, Mr. Aug. Freese; Treasurer, Mr. H.W. C. Waltke. 

The days of the convention were both pleasant and profit- 
able. The good people of St. Luke’s are worthy of much love for 
their kind hospitality. The papers read, the discussions, the 
various addresses and reports, the devotional exercises — all 
these inspired the delegates. with new courage and zeal in 
their work. 

With a hymn of praise and the Lord’s Prayer the conven- 
tion adjourned at noon, July 15. The afternoon was spent in 
a very enjoyable automobile ride, which took the delegates to 
several of our charitable institutions of Chicago and vicinity. 

The next convention will be held, God willing, at St. Paul, 
Minn. 

May God grant our various charitable organizations a pros- 
perous year! May our merciful Redeemer bless all our works of 
merey, which we do in His name! 


Fort Wayne, Ind. J. R. Graesyer. 
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RESOLUTIONS OF TEACHERS ASSEMBLED FOR 
CONVENTION AT DETROIT. 


The teachers assembled during the convention at Detroit 
passed the following resolutions in their last meeting: — 

1. That the teachers summon their constituents as soon as 
possible and inform them of the deliberations and resolutions 
of Synod concerning our schools. 

2. That thereupon all teachers go before their congregations, 
inform them concerning said resolutions of Synod, and do every- 
thing in their power that they be earried out. 

3. That we suggest to the teachers of such districts which as 
yet have no “Supervisor” to consider this matter very earnestly 
and institute the office of “School Supervisor” as soon as possible. 

4. That we thank the district supervisors of schools who 
served chiefly before committces that also.through their efforts 
the resolutions of Synod were adopted. 

5. That these resolutions of the teachers’ conference be pub- 
lished in the Lutheraner, Lutueran Wityess, and Schulblatt. 


TEXAS WALTHER LEAGUE MEETS. 


July 11—13 the State Walther League of Texas met for its 
first annual convention at Austin, Tex. There were present 
25 delegates and officers and about 50 guests. Five sessions were 
held in which topics of interest to the Lutheran Church and the 
League were disenssed in a lively manner. Sunday at 8 p. x. 
the Rev. Mlindworth of Dallas, Tex., the spiritual adviser of the 
League, delivered a stirring sermon to the young people. The 
next convention is to be held at Houston, Tex., in 1921. Hope 
was expressed that many more congregations will be represeate 
there by their young people. 

Austin, Tex. 


kk. G@. Manz. 


MINNESOTA DISTRICT PASTORAL CONFERENCE. 


The pastors of the District met in conference at Town 
Havana, near Claremont, Minn., June 3—S. The opening ser- 
vice was conducted by the resident pastor, the Rev. C. F. Malkow. 
Conference organized with Rev. J. Grabarkewitz, chairman, and 
Rey. E. Ulbricht, secretary. President H. Meyer addressed the 
assembly in his winning manner, emphasizing that the Lord has 
again been with us during the past twelvemonth. The Word of 
God still rules in our congregations and among the pastors. 
The soldiers of the Cross are still doing their duties, yet each one 
was urged to the study of the Seriptures especially since the 
news of the past years has also to some extent cajoled the minds 
of pastors away from the study of these sacred writings. 

Rev. C. Seltz reported on the work and progress of the Inter- 
Synodical Conference Committees. About six meetings have 
been held, and all conferces agree in the doctrine of conversion 
as expressed and enunciated in a paper presented by Prof. Mez- 
ger, of St. Louis. A resolution was unanimously adopted be- 
seeching God graciously to continue to grant success to these 
men and their efforts. 

The doctrinal paper was from the pen of Prof. A. Schlueter, 
of St. Paul. His subject was Christian Liberty, an exegesis on 
Rom. 14. 

Most interesting were the reports on the missions. The 
Revs. F. Randt and C. F. Walther, secretaries for our missions 
in Minnesota and Canada, respectively, told of conditions and 
progress in these vast regions. New fields have again been 
opened; others became self-supporting. A notable instance is 
a little congregation of ten members, one man of which makes 
an annual contribution of $160. Yet these people are not rich. 
They have had crop failures repeatedly in the past, and this year 
again the grain is threatened by drought. Very much more could 
be attained along missionary lines in these northern regions if 
the District had an adequate Church Extension Fund. Our pas- 
tors there can get plenty of attentive listeners, but often must 
resort to lodge-halls, pool-rooms, and undertaking parlors. This 
is very discouraging and ought not to be. Conference enthu- 
siastically accepted the recommendation of the Board to initiate 
an every-member canvass for donations or loans to the District 
Church Extension Fund. 

On Thursday evening there was a service in the interest of 
our Christian day-schools. Rev. P. Ross delivered an instructive 
sermon on Is. 45, 11, showing that Christians should not tire in 
their efforts of establishing and maintaining parochial schools, 


for this is pleasing to God and a work of love to the children, 


the Church and the State. 


Rev. O. Clocter presented views on how we are to conduct 
ourselves as Christian citizens over against the modern ten- 
dencies towards Socialism. Rev. P. Kochneke was leader in the 
discussions on Systematic Support. 

Visitors were ‘I'ecacher W. J. Joseph, chairman of the Dis- 
trict Schvol Board. The Rev. F. G. Kuehnert was present as 
a member of the General Board of Support. Rev. C. Truenow, 
a missionary from South America, delighted the brethren with 
interesting and timely words on our missions among the Ger- 
mans, Spaniards, and Portuguese on that continent. 

On Sunday .the congregation celebrated mission-festival. 
The Rev. O. Clocter spoke encouraging words from 1 Cor. 15, 
9,10: “Paul, Our Example as Missionary.” Missionary H. Mayer 
delivered an address on his field in Canada, and Missionary G. B. 
Propp told of the work in northern Minnesota. About $188 was 
collected. : 

Conference came to a close on Tuesday evening, June 8, with 
an appropriate pastoral sermon on 2 ‘Tim. 4,2—5, preached by 
the Rev. E. Polster, and the celebration of Holy Communion for 
the pastors, the preparatory service having been conducted by 
Rev. W. Ernst. 

Throughout sessions it was always in evidence that our 
Church abides by the Word of God and makes no compromise 
with error in any quarter. To God alone be praise! 

St. Cloud, Minn. A. C. KLaMMeEr. 


COLORADO-NEW MEXICO CONFERENCE REPORT, 


From June 24 to 28 the pastors and teachers of Colorado 
and New Mexico enjoyed the gencrous hospitality of Emmaus 
Congregation, Denver, Colo. ‘The early history of this State 
is made up of the experiences and adventures of vold seckers. 
During late years the call of Colorado’s mountain parks, “the 
Playground of the Nation,” has been equally as urgent annually 
to thousands of tourists and health seekers. ‘The development 
of the agricultural resources during the last decade has at last 
brought an influx of permanent scttlers. But how are our 
mission-stations, congregations, and schools faring? Is our 
Lutheran Zion keeping pace with the general advancement of 
this section of the country? TEastern brethren, tourists, in- 
valids, or permanent settlers, if they visit us, will find their 
church in almost every accessible region within the bounds of 
conference. 

A timely paper by Rey. O. Luessenhop on “Methods and 
Opportunities for Mission Work in the Larger Cities” induced 
lively and profitable discussions. Our missiouary opportunities 
were never greater. Hundreds of our snialler communities are 
without any religious services whatsoever. They are a call for 
us to bring them the pure Gospel of grace. It is more difficult 
and trying to establish missions in cities. Many of them have 
been neglected in the past. The future must not find us nap- 
ping. The Lord expects His workers to be “on the job” all the 
time and ready to seize every advantage He secures for them. 

Considerable time was devoted to a thorough discussion 
of our Christian day-school problems. We need these nurseries 
of our Church. Those established we cherish and are ready to 
contend for; those to be established may rely on our united 
support. : 

The usual services were held. For Sunday evening a 
“Song Service” had been arranged; the conference octet and 
the choirs of the two Denver congregations participated. Two 
short addresses were delivered at this service. The Rev. P. 
Kretzschmar spoke of the present-day need of good Christian 
day-schools to combat the forces of unrest and wickedness. The 
Rev. E. Drinkgern spoke of Synod’s work among the deaf-mutes. 

During sessions a telegram brought the news that Synod 
at Detroit had voted to divide the Kansas District. Hence- 
forth we are to be known as the Colorado-Utah District. We 
welcome you, Utah! ; 

May the gracious Lord bless our faltering efforts to n- 
crease His kingdom upon earth. 


Sterling, Colo. O. K. Henset. 


IN THE OZARKS. 


In the year 1873 Rev. Andrew Rader and his brother Joseph, 
with their families and some other Lutherans, left their homes in 
Kast Tennessee to found new homes in the Missouri Ozarks. 
They settled in Webster County. A rather rough country for 
farming you would call it; but it appealed to them, for it looked 
a good deal like the country they had left. 


ete ee De, 








Rev. Rader organized his followers into congregations and 
served them as best he could until he succeeded in having 
St. Louis candidates called to his field. The writer was pastor 
of the “Rader” congregation thirty-five years ago. At a late 
visit many changes were noticed after such a lapse of time. The 
cemetery back of the church shows many a stone; one of them 
bears the nume of Pastur Andrew Rader. Some things did not 
change — the same faithful God, the same doctrine, the same 
Sacraments; also the same parochial school. The Rader con- 
gregation has also been faithful to St. John’s College at Winfield, 
Kans.; many a student out of its midst lias attended; one of 
them is now at the St. Louis Seminary. 

The thriving city of Springfield, in the Ozark region, also 
has a growing congregation of our Synod. We there enjoyed 
the hospitality of Dr. Summers, originally of the Rader con- 
gregation, and were glad to note their tasteful, well-located 
chapel. : 
The brethren at these places, and also at Joplin, where we 
stopped, were glad to hear a brief report of the Detroit Synod. 
They did not seem dismayed when learning of the large ap- 
propriations. Can we raise the money? We might answer in 
the words of a church-paper not our own: “Of course we can. 
We now spend more for almost everything by the day, by the 
week, by the month, and by the year than we do for the King- 
dom.” Again we read of a certain tithing system: “A farmer 
gives the fruit of every tenth tree in his prize orchard; another 
gives every egg laid on Sunday; a colored broom-maker in Mis- 
Sissippi gives every tenth broom. Pig clubs and chicken clubs 
give every: tenth chicken; a diamond merchant gives every tenth 
diamond.” 

Winfield, Kans. 


NOTES AND NEWS. 


Rev. R. Deffner, of Rhea, Tex., in a communication makes 
an earnest plea to our members in farming communities that 
they consider the proximity of churches of our Synod before 
buying land in Texas. He reports one case in which a land 
agent sold farms to prospective settlers near Clovis, Tex. Hold- 
ings of land by agents are there so scattered that the settlers 
would live from fifteen to thirty miles apart, and the nearest 
Lutheran pastor is 28 miles distant. At Rhea there is a church 
and parsonage, and enough land for sale directly from the 
owners. 


Rev. O. A. Geisemann says in his Monthly (Pekin, Tl.) 
Chat: “The pastor’s lecture on ‘Spiritism’ was heard by more 
than 300 people. The unusually large number of strangers pres- 
ent showed that the subject spoken on was one in which the 
general public is greatly interested at this time. We hope that 
the lecture was productive of some good and of much-needed 
enlightenment.” 


We forgot recently to say that the City Jfissionary, the new 
English organ of our Chicago City Mission, is edited by Rev. F. 
P. Merbitz, 4032 Michigan Ave, Chicago, who will gladly fill 
orders for subscriptions. 

The National Lutheran Council some time in April and 
May conducted a drive for $1,800,000, the greater part of it to 
be used in the Council’s work. in Europe. June 16 about 1.500 
congregations out of 10,000 had reported, and the fund stoud 
at about $400,000. The Lutheran with some show of temper 
holds the pastors responsible for the failure, and reminds them 
of the priest and Levite who “passed by on the other side.” 
One might say that the Lutheran Interchurch does not func- 
tion much better than its Reformed counterparts in the matter 
of drives. Cooperation of those who are not united is recciv- 
ing a series of hard blows. The relief of suffering in Europe 
is an important and urgent work, but if the various Lutheran 

dies represented in the Council had done the work without 
the joint management of the Council, in all probability a more 
heartening result might have been recorded. 

According to the Lutheran Commission’s final report on the 
participation of Lutheran membership in the World War, there 
were reported in service from the Merger Church (United Lu- 
theran), 64,000 members, from the Synodical Conference (esti- 
mated), 48,000, from the Norwegian Lutheran Church, 24,800, 
from the Swedish Synod, 15,600, and from all Lutheran bodies 
in the United States and Canada, a total of 209,609. 


The Ohio Synod has received a gift of $100,000 for a 
Divinity Hall from one of its members, Mr. Otto Schenk. 


A. W. Meyer. 
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While it has been seen that the Catholics in the United 
States Senate number only five, or one nineteenth of the total 
number, the percentage in the House of Representatives is 
greater than this, being a little more than ten per cent., or, to 
be exact, 45 of the 440 members are of the Catholic faith. It is 


“most noticeable that there are no Catholic representatives from 


the Southern States. exeept Kentucky, Louisiana, and Maryland, 
while the West also makes a poor showing. Again, of the forty- 
eight States. only fifteen have new members in the House who 
are Catholics. New York leads all with fourteen Catholics; 
New Jersey next with five, and Massachusetts with four. There 
have been no Catholics in either of President Wilson’s two cabi- 
nets, but the Supreme Court can claim two in Edward Douglass 
White, the Chief Justice, and in Associate Justice McKenna. 


Thirty-five hoys and girls in the Brandon. Vt.. High School, 
a majority of the Catholic students who attend, were suspended 
on March 1 by the principal because they refused to attend the 
morning chapel exercises of the institution. These consist of 
reading a chapter from the Bible without comment, the Lord’s 
Prayer, and the singing of a hymn taken from a hook in use in 
the schools. The trouble started from the action of one girl 
student, who, in the religious exercises a few weeks ago. com- 
mitted some breach of discipline. She was reduced ten per cent. 
in all her studies. Other students considered this a punishment 
beyond the offense. To avoid further trouble the children were 
advised against attendance, which the school authorities seem 
determined to enforce. 


Said one Dr. Maxwell Sullivan recently before a gathering 
of prominent society women: “I don’t know what the modern 
mothers are thinking of, in fact, I don’t helieve they are think- 
ing at all. Certainly, the mother who permits her daughter to 
go forth with her face painted as a circus clown. her hack ex- 
posed like the Hottentot’s, and dance the dance of the cannibals 
into the stilly hours of the morning cannot expect her to come 
back the same little innocent girl.” 


Mrs. Alice Yokum was recently divorced at Cedar Rapids, 
Towa. It was her thirteenth divorce. All her former husbands 
are living. She had no children from any of them. 


A negro who “got religion” in a Baptist Church in St. Louis, 
took the pastor’s watch and purse while that gentleman was im- 
posing hands upon the head of his new convert. 








@uiheran Laymen's League. 





(Eprrortat Note. — By arrangement with the L. L. L. Campaign 
Committee, this column is supplied by Rev. Karl G. Schlerf as Special 
Campaign Correspondent.) - 


THE PLAIN TRUTH. 


1Cor 9,11: “If we have sown unto you spiritual things, 
is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things?” 

Ex. 4,2: “And Jehovah said unto him, What is that in thine 
hand 2?” 

When this question was put to him. Moses held in his hand 
a rod which he was bidden to cast down before Gad. This meant 
that he was to devote it to the Lord, and use it in the accomplish- 
ment of His mission. The work assigned to him: demanded 
neither influence nor oratory, which he did not possess, but only 
the consecration and use of the simple things he had. 

God likewise calls us to devote what we may have to His 
service. | 

‘What is that in thine hand?? A bank-hook? Thank God 
for it. Money is a power in the church as well as in the world. 
It is a splendid thing, much needed in every department of 
Christ’s work. The man who can make money and use it for 
God is to be envied. 


Prov. 3,27: “Withhold not good from them to whom it is 
due, when it is in the power of thine hand to do it.” 

I bring before you the small army of aged ministers and 
teachers. Do you see them? Their hair is thin and silvery; 
their faces are furrowed and their forms are bent; they are 
feeble. Leaning upon some strong arm, each one goes forward, 
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Soon they will be beyond our help. But they are 
We see their hands clasped in holy prayer: 


THE AGED MINISTER’S PRAYER... 
Ps. 71, 9. 18. 

Forsake me not when I am old! 

The daylight wanes, my work is done; 

My feet draw near the streets of gold; 

I wait the setting of the sun. 


tottering. 
here now. 


Forsake me not when 1 am old, 
When vouthful vigor is no more; 
When in the twilight, gray and cold, 
] sit and wait the summons o’er, 


Forsake thee not when thou art old? 
Thy Father hears thy trusted prayer, 
His arms of love shall thee enfold; 
His hand thy table shall prepare. 


Forsake thee not when thou art old? 
We hear the call; the churches wake; 
The heart that won us to the fold 
Our grateful love shall ne‘er forsake. 
(Whittemore.) 


PRESIDENT’S OPENING ADDRESS 
at the First L. L. L. Convention, held in Detroit, June 1-4 and 15, 1920. 


It is, indeed, an honor and a pleasure to inake the opening 
address at this first general meeting of the Lutheran Laymen’s 
League, and find it such a representative gathering. Many of 
vou have come a great distance, cheerfully incurring the expense 
and inconvenience connected with traveling in these days. ‘To 
all from far and ear and especially the ladies who are favoring 
us with their presence, I extend a hearty welcome. Your pres- 
enee proves to me that you can be depended upon for the same 
enthusiastic, energetic, sustained — (these are three historic 
words in our work) —support of L. L. L. undertakings in the 
future, as you gave and are still giving to its Endowment Fund 
Campaign for our Veterans of lhe Cross; so we can cheerfully 
and confidently face the future, fully assured that God will con- 
tinue to bless our efforts as long as we continue in the spirit 
in which we have worked so far, namely the spirit which sub- 
ordinates all personal consideration to that of our dear Synod 
doing God’s work and spreading His Kingdom on Earth. 

Work so far done and work now in hand by our League will 
be fully described in the reports of our Seerctaries and Treas- 
urer. Finishing up the Endowment Fund, reaching the Three 
Million mark is the most important work for the immediate 
future. The reports will show how much is still needed, and 
what means are to be employed to get it. I call upon every one 
to solemnly pledge himself not to rest wntil every dollar is in. 
We simply must not think of anything but complete success, and 
over-subscription, and this must be done before January 1, 1921, 
because then the-proceeds of the fund will begin to figure in 
whatever plan is adopted for their use. United, consistent, and 
persistent work must be done in every district which is under its 
quota. Those individuals who have not yet contributed or have 
not contributed in fair proportion to their means must be kindly, 
but earnestly followed up. No one need be ashained or afraid 
to be insistent for such a noble cause as ours. What applies 
to individuals applies to whole congregations and, districts. Do 
not let up on them. They surely must realize the equity, the 
fairness of this Endowment Fund and do their full share in 
a work sanctioned by Synod and benefiting Synod through 
taking better care of nen, widows, and orphans who are charges 
of Synod. So much for this specifie work of the immediate 
future. 

The diligent practise of the general purpose of the L. L. L. 
as expressed in Paragraph 2 of its constitution, namely to aid 
Synod with word and deed in business and financial matters, 
will have a very direct bearing on this finish-up work. Iivery 
LL. L. L. member must recognize it as his special duty to srive 
aid with word and deed that the financial and business matters 
of his congregation and through it of Synod are improved. ‘To 
conduct a legitimate, successful business requires capital, money. 
The laymen must furnish it for Synod, and the L. L. L. member 
must in the first place sect a good example by himself giving’ 
liberally and cheerfully.’ Then he can ask others to follow, and 
he can ask that this money be used in a businesslike way, by 
congregation and by Synod. Thus the dominant note of this 
L. L. L. Convention should in my judgment be: “Conduct the 
business of Synod in a businesslike way.” —1 fully agree with 
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the views which one of Synod’s District Presidents recently ex- 
pressed in substance as follows: — The Lord has blessed the 
members of our Synod with large material blessings. Our 
people, being Christians, are willing to support the Lord’s work, 
if properly and systematically informed of its needs, shown the 
way, and convinced that all moneys are handled, — (not only 
honestly, for there has, thank God, been little doubt of that), — 
but capably and according to generally recognized and approved 
business methods. We are losing, or rather failing to collect 
hundreds of thousands of dollars, if not millions annually, not 
because our people have not the money, not because they are 
unwilling, but because we are too slow in telling them what is 
needed and too unsystemati¢ in collecting the money for it. 

Our campaign for the L.L.L. Endowment Fund shows 
what can be done. Reach the people, inform them, adopt uni- 
form, up-to-date methods for collecting, — and the money will 
come. Our strength lies in the number of subseribers. Just 
think 200,000 in round numbers, contributed, and the average 
contribution is about $10. You sce this is not a rich man’s 
movement, though we want more rich men to join it and Want 
them to give more. Our largest individual donation is $20,000. 
There are three or four of $10,000, and all others are below that 
figure. But what has been accomplished under God’s guidance 
und blessing, as we firmly believe? In about fifteen months 
more money has come in than has ever been raised in Synod 
for any one purpose, more than the largest synodical budget 
ever called for! And withal, this came from only about one- 
third of our communicant membership — 200,000 out of 600,000. 
This fact shows in what direction our finish-work lies. Cannot 
we get at least another third of our communicant members m- 
terested, and cannot we get from this third at least half as 
much as we got from the first third? I believe they love their 
God and their Synod as much as the first third. Can we not 
especially get a larger participation of the well-to-do and rich 
in our circles? [do not refer to individuals, — but as a class, 
mind you, as a class they have not done uearly as much in 
proportion as their poorer brethren. Perhaps we have not gone 
after them just right. But we should find the way to their 
hearts and pockets. I believe that there are 1,000 or more meu 
and women in our Synod, who have given $50 and $100 (or have 
civen nothing), who could have given $500 or $1,000 in Liberty 
Bonds or cash, without “feeling” it, 1 mean, without having less 
to eat, without having less pleasure or less comforts of hic- 
They would have a little less capital and would lose a small 
amount of annual interest. They would be giving for our needy 
Veterans of the Cross from their abundance. But—as a class 
they didn’t do it! Now I believe that at heart they are good 
Missouri Lutherans, and that they can be brought to realize 
their duty and to make up for what they have so far neglected 
to do. If they will, another million will soon be in our Endow- 
ment Fund, and if they will with all others continue in this 
spirit of Christian giving as long as God lets them live, then 
congregations and Synod will never lack sufticient funds for 
whatever may be undertaken to spread the Kingdoin of God on 
earth. So Jet us well consider at this meeting the best ways 
and means to accomplish this. 

May God bless these our kindly endeavors tu have every one 
do his share. May He bless those many faithful souls who have 
carnestly tried to give according to their means, and have 
thereby been the backbone of this movement. Tor many it has 
meant real sacrifices. It will not be forgotten. May their 
example stir others, so that the whole great body of our com- 
Inunicant members generously aud gladly lays down its temporal 
offerings before the throne of Him who gives us eternal treas- 
ures beyond measure. 

(Signed.) ‘T. H. Lamprecut, President. 


THE WORK UNANIMOUSLY SANCTIONED. 


The pledge of support given the Endowment Fund Cam- 
paign, January 2, 1919, at Chicago by Synod’s general and dis- 
trict officers. was a grand act of cooperation and was most help- 
ful in raising the two million dollars turned over to Synod by 
the Lutheran Laymen’s League on the very first day of Synod 
at Detroit. But the unanimous vote by this great body of Mis- 
souri Lutherans, — delegated by careful selection to represent 
and express the opinion of every congregation in Synod, — ap- 
preciating the League’s work, wishing it God’s blessing, an 
calling on every one to enthusiastic, energetic, and sustain 
support to the finish,—this wonderful endorsement ought, - 
deed, to insure the hoped-for successful finish. 


Ae ote ae 





The Endorsement. 


The Detroit Delegate Synod, on June 25 of this year, 1m- 
pressively and unanimously adopted the following resolution :— 

“Resolved, That Synod convened at Detroit, June 16 to 25, 
appreciates the determination of the L. L. L. to collect the bal- 
anee needed to complete the $3,000,000 Endowment Fund for 
our Veterans of the Cross, wishes these brethren God’s blessing, 
and encourages all officers and pastors, as well as the laity of 
Synod, to give further enthusiastic, energetic, and sustained 
support to our Lutheran Laymen’s League in their effort to 
have every member of Synod do his full share towards reaching 
the desired end.” 

Who will now doubt that the Fund will be brought to a 
suecessful issue before this year is up? Now, then, up and on- 
ward to make good and to praise God by consecrated, untiring 
work to the finish! 

MEMORIAL FUND. 


The Memorial Fund of the Detroit Convention was pledged 
by 174 persons, and the $100,290 thus pledged will be credited, 
when paid, to the various Districts as follows: — 


1. Atlantic ............918,550 PS). MACHO Reis xe bs $ 5,095 
S. BARA us sews urs ves 100 13. Nebraska ..... _— 1,690 
3. California-Nevada... 800 14, N. Dakota-Montana.. 308 
S. Canady wives x xs eeee 100 15. Northern Illinois .... 15,875 
6. Central sccesiecs eves 19,565 16. Northern Wisconsin.. 100 
6. Central Illinois ..... 6,025 17. Oregon-Washington. . 5 
7. Eastern ........ 1... 5,510 18. South Dakota ....... 5 
So MBS wise s cee .... 10,400 20. Southern Illinois .... 400 
BO, JOWitws czas i. weseeas 2,520 21, Southern Wisconsin.. 5,455 
TO. QU GUS cscs « eaaneus 300 22, Texas s.ic.« wa ces we 2,100 
1]. Michigan ........... 7,745 23. Western ......-.0.6 2,615 
STATUS. 


The exact status of the $3,000,000 Endowment Fund at 
the close of office hours Saturday, July 24, was as follows: — 


Total, including interest ............ pus reese $2,209,484.35 
Average per congregalion ........ccee ee ee ees $ 855.39 plus 
Average per contributor 20... 0. cence eer ees $ 10.49 plus 
Number of congregations, missions, institu- 

tions, ete., reporting i... .08 ess cover es ee 2,583 


Number of contributors (approximately) ..... 210,500 


The above total includes $10,029.45 of the total amount of 
$100,224.45 pledged at, or immediately after, the Rally Meet- 
ing, leaving $90,195 of these pledges still outstanding. 


“RETIRED!” WHY? 


These ministers and teachers have been retired, not because 
of any want of courage or eagerness for the battle, but because 
they have grown old in the service or have been wounded in the 
fight. Their loneliness and want should touch every soul. 


ANNOUNCEMENT. 


The accompanying cut shows the L.'L. L. Em- 
blem authorized by the organization. This emblem 
is now to be lad in the form of a lapel button or 
pin, at the following prices: — 





Gold-plated button or pin ......0e cee eee ee 50 cts. each. 
Gold-filled button or pin ......eee creer eee . 75 ets. each. 
Gold button or pit « secs cea evn. eine a toe $1.25 each. 


Order direct from manufacturer, 
Wa. G. Bock, 
Amoford Mie. Co., 
2448 W, 22d St., Chieago, 111. 
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: New Publications. 








Synodalbericht des California- und Nevada-Distrikts der Ev.- 
Luth. Synode yon Missouri, Ohio und andern Staaten, 1919. 
Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo, Price, 20 cts. 


The essay in this report is an exposition of the 17th chapter 
of the Gospel of St.John, which contains the intereessory prayer 
of our great High Priest, Jesus Christ. ‘The Rev. I, Schlottmann, 
who furnishes this exposition, handles these very precious words 
in an excellent manner. What the essayist says concerning Jesus 
prayer for the oneness of the Christian Church is of the utmost 
consequence. ‘There are those who are continually quoting the words 
of Jesus, “That they all may be one,” as if Jesus by these words 
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. rerularly, and to accept its testimony as the Word of God. 
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had intended to teach that external union is the most important 
characteristic of the Chureh. Others insist that we must, through ~ 
whatever means, establish this external union, whereas Jesus never 
taught such doctrines, nor did Ile request us by all means to estab- 
lish an external union. Ife prays to the Father that He, the Father, 
may bring about the true inward and outward union. As for us, 
we are simply to do what we are commanded to do, namely, to 
preach the Gospel, to administer the Sacraments, to continue in- 
stant in prayer, and—to avoid those who cause divisions and 
offenses contrary to the doctrine which we have learned. Church 
history also shows that wherever external union was ¢steemed the 
chief thing, and High Chureh and Low Church and Broad Church 
were foreed together, there, even though a wretched external hous- 
ing together was accomplished, 1s many are housed together in 
i boarding-house or thrown together in a jail, genuine unity, with 
its consequent blessed spiritual family life, was not attained. The 
family of God is not foreed together. The family of God is born 
into the same houschold. Unionistie endeavors, methods, and propa- 
ganda are creatures and creators of will-o’-the-wisps that promise us 
wonderful results, but lead to nothing but’ that sad confusion and 
bitter, inward strife which we see in the Episcopal Church, or to 
that fearful tyranny and dark, gloomy reign of terror which we 
see in the Roman Church. <A careful study of this wonderful, deep, 
and instructive prayer of our great High Priest, such as the Rey. 
“chlottinann has given us in this report, will reassure us that they 
who believe the Word of God to be the truth, the truth which sane- 
tifies, will gain both that unity and that union which the Father 
bestows upon us through this Word alone. 

We would also call attention to the resolution by which this 
District is to publish a periodical of its own, to appear monthly 
in the German and English language. There are also a number of 
important resolutions concerning finances and concerning schools. 


Synodalbericht des Kansas-Distrikts der Fv.-Luth. Synode von 
Missouri, Ohio und andern Staaten. 1919. Concordia Pub- 
lishing Jtouse. St. Louis, Mo. Price, 25 cts. 


At its last session, the Kansas District heard a paper by the 
Rev. P. Stolp on “The Natural Knowledge of God.” After calling 
attention to the power, the limits, and the depraved condition of 
the natural reason of man, Pastor Stolp discusses at length the 
different arguments which reason itself suggests for the existence 
of God: cosmological, teleological, moral, ontological, and historical. 
The writer also pays some attention to those divine attributes which 
natural reason ascribes to the Deity. Altogether it is a fine paper; 
it is well written, contains a number of excellent quotations, and is 
clear and convineing in its statements. 

The report also contains carefully tabulated statistics of the 
many missions of our Kansas District. 

Parochial school matters are given considerable attention, and 
explicit recommendations are made to the District for the proper 
conduct of our school-work. ! S. 


Proceedings of the Southern District of the Ev. Luth. Synod 
of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States. 1919. Concordia Pub- 
lishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, 20 ets. 

In his address and report to the District the President, Rev. 

(: J. Wegener, makes this statement: “Our District has officially 

become an English District of our still largely German Synod.” 

He reviews the transition from German to English in the District, 

and offers this advice to his brethren: “This transition from Cer- 

min to Mnglish is a natural process, which need not be pushed or 
forced along.” ‘The doctrinal essay was read by Prof. Th. Graebner 
on the subject: “How to Read the Bible.” ‘The Professor shows 
that not all who claim to follow the Bible actually follow it. He 
points out that the Russellites, the Spiritists, Christian Scientists, 

Adventists, and Mormons deal deceitfully and pharisaieally with 

the Bible. ‘The essayist encourages the reader to read the Bible 

In that 

part of the report which deals with business matters, our chureh- 

work upon the island of Cuba is described at some length. — 8. 


Synodalbericht des Sued-Illinois-Distrikts der Ev.-Luth. Synode 
von Missouri, Ohio und andern Staaten. 1919. Concordia 
Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, 30 ets. 


Prof. Streckfuss began the reading of his paper upon “Good 
Works,” but could not complete it at this session. ‘The report con- 
tnins the first two points upon which he spoke at length. First: 
Are We to Do Good Works? Secondly: Which Are the Good Works 
that We Are to Do? The Professor enters upon the discussion of 
what the Catholies call evangelical counsels, such as voluntary 
poverty, perpetual chastity, and entire obedience to a spiritual 
superior. He quotes their own words, and considers the arguments 
and Scriptural quotations which they urge in favor of their posi- 
tion. In this connection he also elucidates the 15th chapter of the 
Book of Acts. The Committee of the District upon parochial school 
affairs suggested that the District engage a supervisor of schools 
of the District, and submitted a detailed plan for the guidance of 
his work. The language question is also touched upon and illu. 


minated. S. 
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Synodalbericht des Westlichen Distrikts der Ev.-Luth. Synode 
von Missouri, Ohio und andern Staaten. 1919. Coneordia 
Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, 35 ets. 


The Rev, Julius A. Friedrich, of St. Charles, Mo., submitted 
fo our Western District a paper upon the Olice of the Keys. The 
first part only of this paper is contained in this report. We are 
glad to see this subject, “The Office of the Keys,” treated, for it 
concerns matters which must be kept in mind by our own people 
and exhibited also to those who are not Lutherans. Christians so 
easily forget that we have to-day all the powers which Jesus gave 
to His Christian Chureh as a whule. The Lord Jesus gave to Mis 
disciples of ull times and of all places the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven, and it is tor all Christians to be sure to use these keys, so 
that they themselves may enter into heaven, and that they may 
aiso open heaven to every sinner on this earth. 

In une paragraph of this essay (p. 64), Rev. Friedrich touches 
upon the work which Christians do through the religious press. 
He mentions especially the Ludkeraner and the LUTHERAN WITNESS. 
‘He tells every Christian to note whether one of these papers is to 
be fuund in the liomes of friends and relatives, and if not, to see 
to it that these people receive a evpy occasionally, and are ad- 
monished to keep and to read one or more of these publications. 
He suggests that a Christian may also present a subscription to one 
of these papers to a friend, acquaintance, or relative as a Christmas 
gilt, birthday gift, or wedding gift. 

Financial matters were handled very thoroughly, and a number 


of explicit suggestions are given to congregations how to manage 


collectiuns in the very best pussible manner, 


Synodalbericht des Zentral-Illinois-Distrikts der Ev.-Luth, 
Synode von Missouri, Olio und andern Staaten. 1919. Con- 
cordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, 25 ets. 

The doctrinal essay is by the Rev. G. P. A. Schaaf, and deals 
with the subject of “The New Obedience,” according to the Sixth 
Article of the Augsburg Confession. Pastor Schaaf devotes con- 
siderable space to the discussion of the importance of the good 
works of the Cliristian, although he does not gain heaven by these 
good works. There are still great multitudes who linagine that 
it is dangerous to teach Christians that we are saved by faith alone. 
Those who fear this danger consider themselves better able than 
God Himself to save mankind. Whoever interferes with the doc- 
trine of justification by faith alone interferes with God’s work, 
and with Gud’s grandest and greatest work. ‘The doctrine of jus- 
tification by faith alone has saved every soul that ever was saved, 
and the doctrines which insist upon good works being necessary to 
salvation never saved a single soul. The Church is not to invent 
a religion by which man is tu be saved, but the Chureh is to preach 
and pruclaim that religion through which God Himself saves man. 
The essayist also elucidutes very carefully the subject of the reward 
of the goud works of the Christian. The report contains a statis- 
tical survey of the sehvols of the District and a description of the 
situation with reference to the parochial school in Central Llinois. 

S. 








Miscellaneous. 





Ordinations and Tustallations. 


Ordained under authorization of the respective District 
President: — 


On 2d Sunday after Trinity: Candidate B. Janssen in St. Paul’s’ 


Church, St. Louis, Mu., by Pastor W. J. Schulze. 


Ordained and installed under authorization of the respec- 
tive District President: — 
On 6th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate J. P. Boerger, Jr., in 
St. John’s Church, Racine, Wis., by Pastor J. F. Boerger. 


Installed under authorization of the respective District 
. Presidents: — 


On Ist Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. E. Hieber in the con- 
gregation at Richton, lll, by Pastor G. Bauer. 

On 2d Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. R. Brenner in Trinity 
Church, Peoria, Il., by Pastor &. Flach. 

On 4th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. G. Viehweg in St. Mat- 
thew’s Church, near Arapahoe, Nebr., by Pastor H. Moellering. 

On Sth Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. C. S. Schmidling in Im- 
manuel Church, Charlottesville, Va., by Pastor E. J. Friedrich, — 
The Rev, H. Kroening in St. John’s Church, near Lincoln, Kans, by 
Pastor H. D. Wacker. — The fev. P. G. Afueller in the conzregation 
in Height of Land ‘I'p., Minn., by Pastor C. Bramscher. — On 6th Sun- 
day after Trinity: The Rev. GC. F. Schrein in the congregation near 
Elwood, Nebr., by Pastor A. L. Gresens. — The Rev. I. Petrich in 
St. Peter’s Church, Brownstown, Ind., by Pastor J. G. Jeske. — The 
Rev. H. I’. Gruell in St. Peter’s Church, Kast Granville, Wis., by Pas- 
tor L. Mahnke. 

On 7th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. J. G. Schliepsiek in St. 
John’s Church, near Honey Creek, Iowa, by Pastor C. Lilie. 
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Corner-Stone Laying. 


The following congregations laid the corner-stone of a new 
ehureh: — 

On Sth Sunday after Trinity: Christ Church, Bismarck T'p., 
Nebr. (the Rev. J. P. Kuehnert, pastor). —On 7th Sunday after 
Trinity: St. Paul’s Chureh, Wittenberg, Mo. (the Rev. W. Bartz, 
pastor). 





Dedication. 


On Trinity Sunday, St. John’s Chureh, Fox Point, Wis. (the 
Rey. L. W. Mahnke, pastor), dedicated their new school to the ser- 
vice of God. 





Anniversaries. 


. The following churehes celebrated anniversary: — 
On 5th Sunday after Trinity: St. Paul’s Chureh, near Nokomis, 
Ill. (the Rev. Th. J. E. Herrmann, pastor), the 50th. —On 4th Sun- 
day after Trinity: St. Andrew’s Chureh, Van Horn, lowa (the Rey. 
H. C. Reikowsky, pastor), the 25th. 





Conference. 


The Louisiana District Conference meets, D.v., in regular se3- 
sion in New Orleans, La., September 3 to 6. The following papers 
are to be read: Christ’s Descent Into Hell: Rev. C. E. Scheibe. When 
and How Should We Preach the Torments of Hell? Rev. Th. Schliep- 
siek, Present-day Feminine Activity in the Light of Scripture: Prof. 
H. Meibohm. What Is Baptism? Prof. R. Wismar. Exegesis on the 
Epistle of St. Jude: Rev. Eugene Sehmid. Opening exercises of con- 
ference, with celebration of the Lord’s Supper, will take place on 
September 3 at 8 Pp. M. Tu. WEGENER, Sec. 





Appointments. 


Pursuant to resolutions of Synod the following committees are 
herewith appointed: — 

1. Committee on providing a Board of Education for our synod- 
ical institutions: Survey Committee. 

2, Committee to appear before British Government in matters 
concerning our missions in India: Vice-President F. Brand and Pas- 
tor R. Kretzschmar, 

3. Committee for translation of the Constitution, the By-Laws, 
and the Handbook of Synod: Prof. L. Fucrbringer, President J. H. C. 
Fritz, and Mr. I. W. Boehne. 

4. Our representative in Washington: Pastor J. F. Wenchel. 

5. Committee on removal of St. Paul's College at Concordia, Mo.: 
Pastor K. Niermann, Cole Camp, Mo.; Teacher H. Hillmann, Staple 
hurst, Nebr.; Messrs. P. F. Fiene, Charter Oak, lowa; H. Beinke, 
Staunton, 1ll.; J. Willbrand, Central Trust Co., St. Charles, Mo. 

6. Advisory Board for the National Lutheran Educational Asso- 
ciation: Pastor C. H. Becker, Seward, Nebr.; Pastur O. H. Horn, 
Quincey, 11l.; Mr. William Blankenbueliler, Webster City, Lowa. 


Chicago, Ll., July 26, 1920. F. PFOTENHAUER, resident of Synod. 





Notice for Members of Western District. 

For the visitorship made vacant by the removal of Pastor Bar- 
tels of Fort Smith, Ark., from our Western District, Pastor Martin 
J. Brueggemann, of Memphis, Tenn., has been appointed. 

St. Louis, Mo., July 27, 1920. JOHN H. C. Fritz, 

President of the Western District. 





Call for Candidates. 


As Synod has created a new professorship in Concordia Instt- 
tute, Bronxville, N. Y., all congregations are requested to nominate 
candidates for this office. This professor is to teach Science, Mathe 
matics, and Latin.—All nominations should be received by the under- 
signed three weeks after the date of this notice. 

Bronxville, N.Y., July 13, 1920. 

Orro Steker, Secretary of Electoral College, 
Dusenberry Place, Bronxville, N.Y. 





Call for Candidates for the Office of General Secretary for 
Foreign Missions. 
Pursuant to resolution of Synod that a General Secretary for 


Foreign Missions be elected, congregations are requested to nomi- 
nate suitable candidates for said office and forward the names by 


August 10. Tue Board or Foreign MIsstons. 


Ricard KrerzscumaR, Secretary, 
2243 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 
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Information Concerning Assistance in Our Schools, 


Since the Kansas District has officially requested “that Seward 
organize an information bureau to which lady-teachers who are 
sevking a position, and congregations who are seeking a lady-teacher, 
may apply” (Proceedings, Kansas District, 1919) —a wish which 
has previously (Master, 1919) been expressed also by the General 
Mixed Conference of the Nebraska District, — and since the shortage 
‘of teachers in our schools continues unabated, the undersigned would 
ask all our pastors and teachers within the interested territory to 
send to him, at the earliest possible date, the names of, and all other 
desirable information (certification, training, experience, ete.) con- 
cerning lady-teachers who are ayailable for service in our schools, 
in order that such information may be passed on to such as may 
inquire. F.W. C. Jesse, 141 College Ave. Seward, Nebr. 





Announcements Regarding Our Synodical Institutions. 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. — The new term of the 
Concordia Theological Seminary of St. Louis, Mo., will begin Wednes- 
day, September 8, 10.4. f. Graduates of our synodical colleges should 


on this day present their last report (not their diploma). Graduates 


of other institutions should make application for admittance to the 
president, the Rev. Prof. I. Pieper, D. D., and send in the necessary 
papers, Payments to the Boarding Club will probably not amount 
to more than $110 a year. Last year they were $104, including fees 
for doctor, hospital, and repairs. $15 are to be paid September 8, 
the rest in monthly instalments. Besides these $15, each student, 
on arrival, must pay $5 out of his own pocket as “Guarantee De- 
posit.” ‘This deposit will be refunded to him at the end of the 
school-year, 


Concordia Theological Seminary, Springfield, Ill. — High 
School Course. Normal Course. Theological Course. — This insti- 
tution will enter upon the seventy-fifth year of its existence. Open- 
Ing exercises for the new term will take place September 8, 9 a. s. 
Applicants must not be under seventeen nor over uwenty-five years 
of age. Gifted young men, of strong Christian character, are wel- 
come. <Aimericans that speak Mnglish only and foreign-tongued 
young men should take notice that tke knowledge of German is 
not essential at the time of cutrance. Special consideration will be 
shown such entrants. Buard, $25 for each quarter, to be sent to the 
undersigned. Application blanks to be obtained from 

i R. D. BleEDERMANN, President. 


Concordia Teachers’ College, River Forest, Ill. —‘The new 
term of this institution will begin on Wednesday, September 1, $ A. af. 
All scholars must be ready for work at the appointed time. Appli- 
cations for admission must be in the hands of the president by 
August 20. ‘The board will probably be the same as last year. In ad- 
dition, each student will be required to pay $6 to the Mutual Fund. 
Money for board and Mutual Fund must be paid in advance and sent 
to Prof. I’. H. Schmitt. 495 Bonnie 3rae, Oak Park, LL, in quarterly 
instalments. No tuition-fee will be charged those who intend to 
enter the service of the Church. ‘To such as do not intend to be- 
come teachers of a Christian day-school, but wish to prepare them- 
selves for some other calling, a good general education and a thor- 
ough Christian training of character is offered for the nominal sum 
of 340 a year. It is self-evident that provision will be made for 
students coming from the congregations of our English District who 
are not proficient in the German language. Our institution is ac: 
credited as a State Normal, so that we will be in a position to issue 
our graduates certificates recognized by the State. —The demand 
for teachers has been very great. At the last presidential college, 
Where the calls were assigned to the graduates, 109 calls were re- 
corded, of which 54 only could be supplied. — Further particulars 
will be cheerfully furnished by W.C. Koun, President, 

Concordia Teachers’ College, Oak Park, II. 

The Lutheran Seminary, Seward, Nebr.— ‘Tie twenty-seventh 
school-year of this institution will begin, D. v., on September 1, 1920. 
All students should reach Seward‘on August 31; however, we will 
not be prepared to receive any one before that date, neither will it 
be good or advantageous for any student to come sooner. Each stu- 
dent should be fully equipped with the necessary clothing and bed- 
ding. However, mattress, chair, lump, books, stationery, etc., may 
best be bought here. Charges for board at the institution have 
provisionally been ptaced at $25 for each quarter of the school-year, 
payable strictly in advance, and subject to change, should there be 
decided fluctuations in the market prices. In addition, each student 
will be required to pay, at the beginning of the school-vear, $2 for 
the use of a desk and for the Indemnity Fund, and $1 for the use 
of the library, All these charges should be paid to Prof. H. B. Feh- 
ner, 107 College Ave. Funds for the personal expenses of students 
may be placed for administration, if desired, in the care of Prof. 
I’. Strieter, 106 Faculty Lane. — The Lutheran Seminary is recog- 
nized by the State of Nebraska as a Normal School. ‘his entitles 
our graduates to certificates authorizing them to teach in any 
public, private, or parochial school in the State. Entrance require- 
ments for the Ireshman Class (also known as Sixth Class) are the 
Previous completion of the eighth grade of a common school. Such 
&8 are unable as yet to meet these requirements will be taken care of 
in a Preparatory Class. On the other hand, students of more ad- 
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vanced standing will reevive due credit for work previously done, 
provided they inclose with their application for admission the re- 
ports (or other detailed statement of credits earned) from the school 
which they have attended. — Young ladies also will be admitted to 
the classes of the institution. However, we are not prepared to fur- 
mish them boerd or lodging, Lut we will gladly assist them in find- 
ing these with families in the city. Since, however, it may be diffi- 
cull to find suitable places, young ladies who contemplate entering , 
our institution should by all means communicate with us at the 
carliest possible date. — In view of the distressing shortage of 
teachers in our parochial schools, let us pray the Lord to send ug 
u large number of such as are willing to become laborers in His 
vineyard, and let cach, of us use hig utmost efforts to win new re- 
cruils for the work in the Lord’s cause. — Address all applications 
for admission and all requests for further information to the 
President of the Seminary, Prof. I’, W. C. Jesse, 141 College Ave, 
Seward, Nebr. 

Concordia College, Fort Wayne, Ind.—Our new academic 
year opens, God willing, September 8, 8.15 a.m. Applications for 
admission must be recorded with the President by August 23. Ex- 
peuses: $100 for board, in advance quarterly payments to the Presi- 
dent; about 350 for uniform, books, desk, chair, ete. (purchased 
here). Entrance requirements for our Classical College Preparatory 
and two years of Classical College Course can be met by eiglith- 
grade graduates, A preparatery course is ready to receive such as 
are not able to meet the entrance requirements. — Synod has also 
granted permission to add a Science Course and Modern Language 
Course to our curriculum, in conformance with the requirements 
of our State and the North Central Association of Colleges. All 
students for these new courses, as well as those not preparing for 
the ministry, are charged 3150 for board and $100 for tuition an- 
nually, This new arrangement is a very important step forward 
in the annals of our institution. May alf young men of our con- 
gregatious profit by it to prepare for their various callings under 
Christian influence. For “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
Wisdom: a good understanding have all they who do His command- 
ments: lis praise endureth forever.” — Further information will be 
cheerfully furnished by M. Luecke, President. 

Concordia College, Milwaukee, Wis. — Concordia College is 
a Junior college with a four-year high school and a two-year college 
course. The opening of this institution will be on the eighth day of 
September, 1920. Entrance requirement for the high school course 
is graduation from the eighth grade. Any one desiring to enter 
au higher class than [reshinan high school must either show the 
necessary credits earned in an acknowledged school, or pass an ex- 
amination. The examination will be conducted on the seventh day 
of September, ut nine o’clock a.M., in the Administration Building. 
— Boys who have not completed the eighth grade may enter a pre- 
paratory class. Students who understand no German receive their 


instruction in Latin and German by means of the inglish language. 


This arrangement, however, is so far made for the Freshman and 
Sephomore high school classes only. — Board costs $25 a term of two 
and a half months, e. g., September to November 15, ete., and is to be 
sent in advance to the Director. Books and rent, about $14. Desk, 
chair, bedsheet, pillow-case, and counterpane are furnished by the 
institution, Mattress is bought here. Let every one bring one quilt, 
28X72 inches, just large enough to cover mattress, two good, heavy, 
double woolen blankets, and a pillow. Students who are not pre- 
paring themselves for the ministry pay a yearly tuition of $40.— 
May the Lord send us a goodly number of bright and CGod-fearing 
oys! Address all communications to President M. J. F. Albrecht, 
Concordia College, Milwaukee, \Wis. 

Concordia Institute, Bronxville, N. Y.—On September Sth 
tle new term is to begin with examinations for the working off 
of conditions and for entranee on the day preceding. Full informa- 
tion will be cheerfully given to all who apply, and new students 
should be announced as soon as possible. We hope to have many 
applicants for entrance in the ministerial course. Experience has 
again proved that the need in the Chureh is not growing less. Also 
boys who have not yet decided to study for the ministry, or those 
who have secular callings in view, are heartily welcome. Under 
the express approval of Synod, adequate provision can be made for 
their courses. Our high school course is aceredited under the Re- 
gents of the University ofthe State of New York, and the passing 
of these Regents’ examinations, held in our Concordia, brings the 
recognized credits. Our Lutheran boys have a great advantage in 
thus receiving their higher training under the influence of their 
Chureh. Geo. A. Romoser, President. 


St. John’s College, Winfield, Kans.—The fall term opens 
September 1. Announcements of new students should.reach the 
undersigned as soon as practicable. All detailed information will 
be sent on application. A full business course and one for general 
purposes is offered besides the ministerial. Of the latter Luther 
says: You should not hesitate to send your boy to college; even if 
the Students’ Fund would have to provide for his support, you are 
supplying the Lord with fine material to work into a leader of men. 
For, as the Psalm [113, 5 ff.] says, it will always be the common 
people, your children and mine, from whose ranks the leaders in 
Church and State are taken.— We have coeducation. — Address 

Pror. A. W. Meyer, Winfield, Kans, 
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Luther Institute, Fort Wayne, Ind. — The new scholastic 
vear of the Fort Wayne Luther Institute begins September 7. ‘To 
date, the Luther Institute offers a two years’ course, which is 'spe- 
cifically a business course; but the eurrieulum is at the same time 
broad and general enough to meet the requirements of those who 
do not contemplate ollice-employment, but desire a better general 
education. An eighth-grade education is the minimum requirement 
for admission, Suitable boarding places in Lutheran families will 
be secured for non-resident students, Additional information will 
gladly be furnished by the principal of the Institute, 

M. H. Bertram, M. A., 
1206 E. Wayne St., Fort Wayne, Ind. 








Treasurers’ Reports. 
ENGLISH DISTRICT. 


Mission. — Congregations: Our Redeemer. St. Louis, $77.29; 
Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 74.15; Augustana, Catawba Co., N. C., 
16,70; St. Stephen's, Catawba Co., 8.20; Hope, Grand Rapids, Mich., 
10.00. Sunday-schools: Faith, Milwaukee, 46.60; Redeemer, North 
Tonawanda, 10.00; Concordia, Akron, 0., 52.00; Pilgrim, St. Louis, 
30,56. — Total, $325.50. 

Synodical Building Fund. — Mount Calvary Church, St. Louis, 
$9.27. 

Synodical Treasury. — Congregations: Our Redeemer, St. Louis, 
$23.76; Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 18.55; Our Redeemer, Chicago, 
20.00. — J'otal, $62.31, 

Board of Support. — Congregations: Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 
$14.83; Hope. Grand Rapids, Mich., 5.00.— Total, $19.83. 

Mission in Brazil. — Mount Calvary Church, St. Louis, $5.55. 
Sunday-school, Redeemer Church, North Tonawanda, 2.50. — Total, 
$5.05. 

Mission in China,—“A Friend,” Genoa, Colo., $10.00. Congre- 
gations in St. Louis: Our Redeemer, 10.00; Mount Calvary, 5.55. 
Sunday-schools: Redeemer, North ‘Tonawanda, 2.35; Concordia, 
Akron, 0., 12.00; Pilgrim, St. Louis, 10.00. — Total, $50.10. 

Deaf-mute Mission.— Mount Calvary Church, St. Louis, $3.70. 

Field Secretary of the Distriet.—Church of Our Savior, Cin- 
cinnati, O., $29.65; Sunday-school, 20.00; L. M. Society, 28.25, — 
Total, $77.90. 

Foreign Mission. — Congregations in St. Louis: Our Redeemer, 
$10.45; Mount Calvary, 5.55.— Total, $21.00. 

Foreign-tongue Mission in U.8.— Mount Calvary Chureh, St. 
Louis, $1.85, 

General Home Mission. — Mount Calvary Church, St. Louis, $7.40. 

Immigrant Mission. — Sunday-school, Concordia Church, Akron, 
Ohio, $4.00. . 

Mission among Indians. — Mount Calvary Church, St. Louis, 
$1.85. 

Negro Mission.— Congregations in St. Louis: 
$10.31; Mount Calvary, 12.97. 
Akron, 0.. 32.00. — Total, $55.28. 

City Mission, St. Louis, Mo.— Congregations in St. Louis: Our 
Redeemer, $25.76; Mount Calvary, 1.00. — Total, $26.76. 

City Mission Social Worker, St. Louis, Mo.— Ladies’ Aid So- 
ciety, Grace Church, St. Louis, $3.00. 

Lutheran Home for Feeble-minded and Epilepties, Watertown, 
Wis, — Mount Calvary Church, St. Louis, $1.85. Sunday-school, Pil- 
grim Church, St. Louis, 10.00.— Total, $11.85, 

Lutheran Home for Feeble-minded, ete, ( Building Fund). — Theo. 
(. Harmening, Church of Our Redeemer, Chicago, $25.00. 

Lutheran Orphan Home, Des Peres, Mo. — Congregations in St. 
Louis: Our Redeemer, $26.50; Mount Calvary, 9.27. — Total, $35.77. 

Holy Cross School, St, Louis, Mo.— Church of Our Redeemer, 
St. Louis, $120.00. , 

Lutheran Home for the Aged, St. Louis, Mo. — Mount Calvary 
Church, St. Louis, $1.85. 

Society of Missouri for Homeless Children, St. Louis, \lo.—Mount 
Calvary Church, St. Louis, $1.85. : 

Bethlehem Orphan Asylum, New Orleans, La, — Catechumen 
Classes of following congregations: St. Stephen’s, Catawba Co., N. C., 
$0.35; Christ, Hickory, N.C., 2.03: Augustana, Catawba Co., .85,— 
Total, $8.23, 

: - Viehiqan School Contest. — Hope Chureh, Grand Rapids, Mich., 
$25.00. 

Lutheran Sanitarium, Wheat Ridye, Colo. — Congregations in 
St. Louis: Our Redeemer, $1.50; Mount Calvary, 2.50. — 7'otal, $4.00. 


Our Redeemer, 
Sunday-school, Concordia Church, 
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Walther League Wheat Ridae Sanitarium Dollar Collection, — 
Young People’s Society, Christ Church, Chicago, $287.50. Redeemer 
Guild, Chureh of Our Redeemer, Indianapolis, Ind., 90.00, — 7'otal, 
$377.50. 

St. John's College, Winfield, Kans. —Chureh of. Our Redeemer, 
St. Louis, $5.00. 

Indigent Students. — Congregations: 
$25.00; Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 9.27; Our Redeemer, Chicago, 
20,85.— Total, $55.12." GRaxn Torar: $1,348.97. se 

July 26, 1920, Ciras. H. Derre, Treasurer, 

3935 Greer Ave., St, Louis, Mo. 


Our Redeemer, St;, Louis, 
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CENTRAL DISTRICT. 
Reeeived at the Treasury of the Central District during June, 
1920; — 
Synodigal Treasury, $1,715.09; Synodical Building Fund, 616.06 ; 
Missions, 4,402.52; Miscellaneous, 7,877.46.—Tolal, $14,611.13. 
P. Ek. Worr, 7'reas. 


‘CENTRAL ILLINOIS DISTRICT. 
Reevived at the Treasury of the Central Ilinois District during 
June, 1920: — 
Synodical ‘Treasury, $310.78; Synodical Building Fund, 141.27; 
Missions, 1,786.60; MiseeHancous, 912.94. — 7'otal, $3,151.59. 
| ii. C. Brox, Treas. 


NEBRASKA DISTRICT. 


Reeeived at the Treasury of the Nebraska District during June, 
1920; — 
Synodieal ‘Treasury, $529.63; Synodical Building lund, 205.01; 
Missions, 13,105.72; Miscellaneous, 3,673.51. — otal, $17,513.87. 
A. SCHUELKE, T'reas. 





Advance of Price for “Witness” and “Lutheraner.” 


In accordance with synodieal esulution the subscription price 
of the Lurnernan Witness and Lutherancr has been advaneed to 
31.25 each, payable strictly in advance; in St. Louis (and in the sub- 
urban places served from the St. Louis post-oflice) and in foreign 
countries, including Canada, $1.50 per annum. The new price goes 
into effect on September 15, 1920. Up to then subscriptions will be 
accepted at the old price, also renewals. ‘Thus if your subscription 
expires on December 31, 1920, we will accept your renewal from De- 
eember 31, 1920, to December 31, 192], at the old figure, provided 
the amount and order reach our oflice before noon of September 15, 
1920. — The combination price on Lutheraner and Witness is with- 
drawn altogether. CONCORDIA PUBLISUING FIOUSE, 

. St. Louis, Mo. 











Change of Addresses. 


Rev. G. Allenbach, 210 Dana Ave., Columbus, 0. 

Rev. W. FH. Behrens, 305 W. Holmes St., Chester, II. 

Rev. C. H. Bernhard, 649 Rast Broadway, Portland, Ores. 

Rev. A. H. Birner, Hendricks, Minn. . 

Rey. J. I. Boerger, Jr. 1518 N. Main St., Racine, Wis. 

Rev. W. Broecker, 6631 Ridgeville St., Squirrel Hill Sta., Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 

Rey. M. I. Buenger, 6459 S. Peoria St., Chica’go, II. 

Rev. G. E. Hageman, 921 Summit Ave., Jersey City, N. J. 

Rev. M. J. Heinicke, 309 N. Maple Ave. Oak Park, III. 

Rev. I. H, Kretzschmar, 107 Righth St., N., Grand Rapids, Wis. 

Rev. A. C. Krueger, 906 S. Main St., Zumbrota, Minn. 

Rev. A. Lossner, R. 9, Franksville. Wis. 

Rev. A. Menkens, Pine Island, N. Y. 

Rev. G. J. Moehring, 418 W. Washington St., Springfield, III. 

Rev. It, I’. Mueller, 235 N. Farragut St., Bay City, Mich. 

Rev. P. G. Mueller, R. 3, Frazee, Minn. 

Rev. R. F. W. Pautz, 43 Fifth St. Clintonville, Wis. 

tev. P. G, Schmidt, 814 Cincinnati St., Lafayette, Ind. 

Rev. M. M. Telle, 3603 Oregon Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 

Rev. G. Viehweg, R.1, Arapahoe, Nebr. 

key. O. Weinbach, Augsburg Home, 746 \W. Lexington St., Bal- 
timore, Md. 

Rev. Is. Weiss, R. 2, Jackson, Mo. ' 

. Is. Appelt, 515 Miami St., Leavenworth, Kans. 

W. J. Gernand, 816 FE. 100th St., Cleveland, O. 

Ie. R. Krohn, 8221 Central Ave., Cleveland, O. 

H. Rahn, R. 3, Seymour, Ind. , 

A.W. Rossmann, R. 1, Deeatur. Td. 

J. Weener, 2208 Clarke St., Milwaukee, Wis. 

G. Weil, 508 Is. 11th St., Sedalia, Mo. ' 

+. Wendt, 4336 Military Ave., Detroit, Mich. 
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THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


ix-an official organ of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missourl, Ohio, 
and Other States, IH is published biweekly, and is edited by an dltorial 
Committee consisting of Prof, Th. Graebner and Rey. Martin $, Sommer. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, $1.00 per annum. In St. Louls by mall or 
carrier, as well as In Canada and all other foreign countries, $1.25. 
Payable strictly In advance. suit 
ALL ARTICLES intended for publieation in the paper should be addressee 
to Rey. M.S, Sommer, 3627 Ohio Aye., St. Louis, Mo. ; 
ALL CHURCH NEWS, Announcements. Acknowledgments. Notices, nlso 
Books for Review, should be sent to Prof. Th, Gracbner, 3618 Texas Ave.. 
St. Louis, Mo. 
NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS may begin at any time. i 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS jis secured by giving both the new and the ol 
address, and that one week before the chanye is desired. 
AN AGENT is desired In every town. Correspondence invited. = 
ADDRESS ALE BUSINESS MATTER to Coxcorpta Pubnistina Tose. 
“t, Louis, Mo. 
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A Manual of Prayer for Plain People. 





Written by Martin Luther on Request of Master Peter 
: the Barber. 


II. 

Having prayed the Lord’s Prayer as a whole, repeat one 
or more petitions. ‘Take up the first petition: “Hallowed be 
Thy name,” and say: “Ah, yes, Lord, dear God and Father, 
sanctify Thy name in us and throughout the world. Cast 
down and stamp out the abominations, the. idolatry, and 
heresy of the Turk, the Pope, and all errorists and sectarians, 
who, pretending to speak in Thy name, foully desecrate and 


‘ 


wickedly blaspheme it; who, preaching the lies and deceptions ~ 


of Satan, unblushingly pass them off for Thy Word and the 
doctrine of the Church, and thus, under cover of ‘Thy name, 
dead so many poor souls throughout the world miserably 
astray; who, over and above that, persecute, kill, and spill 
innocent blood, thinking they are doing God-service. Dear 
Lord and God, do Thou convert, do Thou avert the evil: 
convert Thy children whose conversion is yet to be accom- 
plished, so that they, together with us and we with them, may 
sanctify and praise Thy holy name, keeping the doctrine pure 


' ‘and themselves holy. And avert the evil which they who 


refuse to be converted, are ready to work; suffer them no 
longer to take Thy name in vain, to desecrate and defile it, 
and to lead the poor folks astray. Amen.” 

(Here Luther suggests prayers springing from the other 
petitions. He continues:) 

Remember, finally, to put all force into the “Amen.” 
Have no manner of doubt that God is most graciously attend- 
ing on your prayer and pronouncing His “Yea.” Bear in 
mind that you are not standing or kneeling there alone, but 
that all good Christians are joined with you and you with 
them in a common, unanimous prayer. God cannot make 
light of such a prayer. And do not close without saying: 
Now, then, I know for sure and certain that this prayer is 
heard and answered by God. And so I say Amen. 

' You must also know that I do not want you to repeat 
every single one of these words while praying. ‘That would 
Icad you into vain prattling and babbling, such as was formerly 


‘practised, the laymen rattling off the rosary, and the priests 


and monks chattering their prayers. My aim was to suggest 


such thoughts as should stir the Christian while praying the 
Lord’s Prayer. And when the heart is warmed and in the 
mood for prayer, these same thoughts may well be expressed 
in more, or less, or altogether different words. I myself do 
not restrict myself to these very words and syllables, but vary 
them as the spirit of prayer moves me. But I do stick as 
closely as possible to the same general sense. Frequently it 
will happen that one petition will yield so many precious 
thoughts to keep me company, and they entertain me so pleas- 
anily that I pass by the other six. And when such precious 
thoughits visit us, we should, dispensing with the other prayers, 
bid them welcome, and, shutting out all distracting noises, 
give car to them. Beware lest you suppress them, for here 
the ‘Holy Ghost Himself is preaching. And one single word 
of His preaching outweighs a thousand prayers of ours. One 
prayer of this sort has taught me more than much reading 
and siudying could have done. | 

The all-important thing therefore is that the heart should 
give itself wholly and eagerly to prayer. Jt is tempting God, 
as the Preacher indicates, Eccl. 4,7, to pray with a preoceu- 
pied mind and to babble mere words. To make it a real 
prayer you must give your mind to every single word and 
thought, from beginning to end. - ; : 

As you well know, a good steady barber will give his 
whole attention to his razor and his patron’s face and carefully - 
mind every stroke. For if his‘mind should be distracted by 
his gossiping and his eye wander about the shop, he will haply 
gash his victim or cut his throat. You cannot make a success 
of any undertaking unless you put.your whole soul and body 
into it. As the saying is: “To think of many things is to 
think of no thing, and to accomplish nothing?’ Much less - 
can you pray unless your whole heart is in it. | 

Here you have, in a few words, my way of ‘praying, par- 
ticularly of praying the Lord’s Prayer. Like the infant taking 
the breast, I cling to the Pater Noster (the Lord’s Prayer). 
To this day I crave this milk, and I also find in it the meat 
and drink which men require. I cannot get enough of it. 


-And so I prize the Lord’s Prayer above all other prayers, even 


above my beloved Psalter. ‘Of a truth, it is the work of the 
true Master. Oh, what a pity and a shame it is that men 
everywhere should pray such a prayer, the prayer of, such 
a Master, with so.little devotion, their senseless chattering so 


unmercifully shattering it! Many will pray it several thou- 
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sand times per annum, and if they kept that up for a thousand 
years, they would not get to taste and pray one syllable and 
letter of it. In short, the Pater: Noster, together with the 
Name and Word of God, is the greatest martyr on carth, for 
everybody misuses and maltreats it; there be few that cherish 
it and accord it the treatment it demands and deserves. 

(X, 1396—1402.) 
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Wanted — Boys for the Teaching Profession! 


When the Board of Presidents recently assembled at 
St. Louis for the purpose of assigning calls to the graduates 
of our seminaries, they found at their disposal 109 calls for 
parochial school teachers. ‘This is the greatest demand for 
teachers which has ever been made in the history of the Mis- 
souri Synod. And truly, we ought to rejoice to hear of this 
demand. For the memory of the assaults which have been 
made upon our parochial schools, of all the insinuations, 
accusations, and execrations, of all the slander and_ prose: 
cution, prompted in part by the ignorance of the true state 
of affairs and in part by enmity of the cause which the 
separate existence of our parochial schools is to serve, namely, 
the Christian training of the young — the memory of all this 
is too fresh in our minds to require rehearsal in this place. 
But though, in the weakness of our faith, we-have often 
trembled at the fierceness of these storms, the unprecedented 
demand for Christian teachers shows clearly that He who 
“rides upon the storm” has not forgotten His cause, and 
that our schools have weathered the storms which we feared 
would destroy them. 

On the other hand, however, this great demand is suffi- 
cient cause for most serious reflection. For while the calls 
numbered 109, the number of candidates for these places was 
only 55. Of these, 26 were graduates of Seward, and 29 of 
River Forest. In other words, 54 schools could not be sup- 
plied. What will become of these? No doubt, temporary 
relief will be sought wherever possible. But will such relief 
be available in every case? Will it not perhaps be necessary 
to close some of these schools at least temporarily? Will not 
perhaps one or more of these schools be closed permanently ? 
And is there a sure prospect of a more abundant supply of 
teachers in the immediate future? Will there perhaps be 
a larger number of candidates next year? We regret that 
we can answer this last question only negatively. For our 
next year’s class is about half as large as this year’s. Present 
prospects are that our parochial schools will suffer for many 
years from a wocful shortage of teachers. Four years ago, 
we predicted in these columns that a great shortage of paro- 
chial school teachers was even then unavoidable; to-day we 
find it necessary to state that a still greater shortage is yet 
impending. 

What, then, are we to do? Are we to go about weeping 
and moaning because of the greatness of the need and wring 
our hands in the utter helplessness of despair? This will 
profit us nothing, nor will it remedy affairs. Not as though 
our hearts should not bleed within us at the thought of the 
abundance of spiritual blessings wherewith God has blessed us 
and which, in His infinite love, He would have bestowed also 
upon our children, but of which many of our children must 
be deprived, their souls being stunted with spiritual starva- 
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tion — not because we have not the bread of life, nor yet 
because the Lord has permitted the enemies with ruthless 
hands to destroy our schools, but because we have not, in 
recent years, trained a suflicient number of servants to dis- 
tribute among those of our own flesh and blood the bounteous 
stores of quickening food with which our garners have been 
filled to overflowing.’ Rather, may God grant tliat our hearts 
do bleed profusely and unceasingly. For then only is there 
hope of relief. For then we will arise with solemn and un- 
wavering determination that our little ones shall not perish 
with spiritual starvation while the garners of grace are burst- 
ing with the abundance of life-giving food. ‘Then each and 
every one of us will consider himself a recruiting officer of 
the Lord, calling aloud on every hand for volunteers for the 
army of our God, ever on the alert for some godly, capable 
youth upon whom we may ‘prevail — by an appeal to his 
love of, and gratitude to, the God of mercy, and to his love of 
the little ones whom Christ has bought with such bitter agony 
— to offer himself for service in the noblest of all callings, 
that of leading the lambs of Christ to the Savior’s bosom. 
Then we will gladly offer our own sons unto this service; 
and we will not do it amid lamentations, as though we were 
suffering loss, but rather amid praise and thanksgiving unto 
Him who will deem our own poor flesh and blood worthy of 
such noble service. And if we have no sons of our own to 
offer, we will nevertheless not want to come before God empty- 
handed, but will ask such as have the sons, but not the money, 
to lend us their sons that we may offer them unto God, by 
assuming part or all of the expenses of training them for 
the service of the Lord. Then our prayers will accompany 
our boys during all their years of preparation; if the weak- 
ness of discouragement or of dislike for the work before them 
assails them, we will strengthen and encourage them not to 
desert; and when finally they enter upon their work of lead- 
ing the young, that day will be to us a day of great and 
holy joy. For we know that a single Christian teacher per- 
forms greater and more enduring work than an entire host 
of warriors. For guns and swords cannot make an impression 
upon Satan’s kingdom of spiritual death. But a Christian 
teacher, through the humble Word of God, wins trophies 
which shall be borne in God’s bosom eternally, while all the 
hosts of heaven shall raise the shout of victory. 

Therefore, may God grant that, as we note the present 
shortage of parochial school teachers, our hearts may bleed 
with holy grief. And may He kindle in us all that solemn 
zeal which, bearing aloft His banners, will unceasingly raise 
the cry, To arms! resolved not to rest until our seminaries 
are not only filled, but overflowing. . For none has yet seen 
the day when we had more teachers than were needed. May - 
God grant us to see the day when we shall have enough! 

F. W. C. JESsr. 


Cheapening the Church-Membership. 


- A recent number of the American Organist, which is the 
official organ of the American Guild of Organists, contains 
an editorial, in which we find the following words of wis- 
dom : — 

“The reason why the Church is strong to-day is that 
it has not cheapened its membership, and to be a good — 











costs the victim considerably in dollars and cents.” The 
dashes are ours, for we do not care to be personal. Ifowever, 
we might carry the matter a little farther, and no doubt 
Kditor Buhrman, F. A.G.0., will agree with us. Church- 
membership certainly is cheapened by some congregations 
and denominations in more ways than the financial one just 
mentioned. 


The church that is more interested in piling up telling 
Statistics than upholding telling principles, and, in order to 
gain temporary success, lets down the bars, is cheapening her 
membership. 


A man once came to Mr. Moody and said, “I would 
gladly join your church, but there are so many things that 
I would have to give up. It costs too much.” JEvery Lutheran 
has heard the same argument. Many a worldly, indifferent 
person might consent to unite with the nearest Lutheran 
congregation, except for the fact that there are things that 
he would have to give up. Fortunately we have not cheapened 
church-membership. The Lutheran Church has not yet let 
down the bars so low as to admit every sort of modernistic 
thinker and worldling. We still have certain fundamental 
principles of Scripture that we expect men to believe and 
practise if they would be one with us. We think it worth 
while to preach and put into practise certain Christian doc- 
trines and practises. Every decent man despises the unprin- 
cipled fellow. The only thing worse than a man without 
principles is a church without principles. 


Several Cleveland sectarian churches have whined a 
mighty whine through the columns of the daily papers and in 
public addresses that their membership is falling off at an 
alarming rate. The golden age of reconstruction, predicted 
a year or two ago, has failed to arrive. Half a dozen Cleveland 
congregations, once strong and influential, have been reduced 
toashadow. And now even one or two Lutherans have broken 
out in print, and have declared that we Missouri Synod Lu- 
therans must Iet down the bars, must cease being so strict, so 
aloof, so exclusive. In other words, we must cheapen our mem- 
bership requirements, our doctrinal standards, our church 
practises, in order to grow yet larger. <A periodical bearing 
the Lutheran name has taken up the cry. 

Cheapening our doctrines and practises will cause us to 
fail as others have failed.. Within the past hundred years 
six flourishing Lutheran synods have died in America. In 
each case there was a cheapening of something. Cleveland 
has seen a congregation or two started with a Lutheran name, 
but cheapened doctrines, cheapened practises, and cheapened 
membership requirements. In each case the congregation is 
long dead, disbanded, and forgotten. Chicago has had the 
same experience, and so have other cities. 


If there is one thing that must be kept in mind, it is 
that ecclesiastical cheapness is a poor thing. Just as men 
avoid the worthless and the shoddy in daily life, so do they 
avoid ecclesiastical shoddiness. The growth of our Synod, 
from a rude log cabin to the strongest Lutheran body in 
America, shows that a high standard of things doctrinal and 
practical not only pays, but has the Lord’s blessing. Let us 
all guard against any lowering of our standards — any com- 
promise with modernism and worldliness. 


Cleveland, O. F. R. WEBBER. 
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Backwoods Letters. 
TI. 


Here, in the shadow of this cliff, let us take our noonday 
rest. ‘The day is hot, but from the hollow a cool air is moving 
down, not enough of it to be called a breeze, but what it lacks 
in strength it makes up through the odors of pine and cedar 
and pennyroyal which it carries down from the ranges. And ° 
the shadow of the cliff is grateful after a walk through under- 
brush across the face of the ridge on which the sun burns 
down. We are able to appreciate the picture under which the 
prophet describes the mercies of God to an afflicted people, 
when he compares them to “the shadow of a great rock in 
a weary land.” 

If you would see the Word of the Third Day in-operation, 
look closely upon these rocks. Here, on this boulder, cast off 
by the hillside, you see a number of dark spots. Merely 
smudges of gray and black upon the white limestone. If we 
had a lens with us,.I would show you that these spots are 
living matter. In tiny crevices of the rock, far too small 
to perceive by the eye, opened by the frosts of winter, spores 
of indescribable minuteness have lodged and have grown. You 
will find them even on hard granite boulders, strewn through 
the forest, stone that will turn the edge of a chisel. The be- 
ginning of plant life is everywhere. When the rock is loosened 
up by the chemical action of the plant-smudge, another form 
of cryptogamous plant appears. Here, these gray spots, edged 
with green leaves half mineral, firmly matted together, are 
lichen. They do not appear to have a particle of soil on which 
they can live. They are truly brother to the rock. Yet they 
are not rock, they are plants, as truly plants as yonder sassa- 
fras tree and the oak beyond. After the lichen, the moss; and 
after the moss, the grass. But let man employ all his knowl- 
edge of chemistry, and he will not be able to create these 
lowest forms of plant life, the lichen and the moss, from the 
rock. It is the Word of the Third Day that calls them forth, 
the same Word which causes the oak to grow from the acorn, 
— “Let the earth bring forth grass, the herb yielding seed, 
and the fruit-tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed 
is in itself upon the earth.” It is God that clothes the lime- 
stone and the granite with lichen. And I remember that in 
one of his most splendid passages John Ruskin describes 
the marvels hidden in those quiet words of the 147th Psalm: 
“He maketh grass to grow upon the mountains.” 

fe ae * 


Ah, and whom have we here? A day-flying moth, no, 
a true butterfly, its wings poised, slowly moving while it 
rests for a moment on the flower of the milkweed. It flits* 
off before we have had time to note the markings of its wings 
and to classify it. We should have had a lens with us this 
morning.: Though we should. touch the brilliant visitor only 
for a moment, some of the down of its wings would have 
adhered to our fingers, and under the glass you would have 
seen this light powder resolve itself into thousands of tiny 
scales, cach perfectly formed and overlapping like the scales 
of a fish, the soft velvet of the butterfly’s wings. 

Sporting its fine wings in the sunlight, gamboling from 
flower to flower, sipping sweet juices, this butterfly will live 
but a few weeks. So, this beautiful insect is thought to 
picture a vain life of ease and show that ends in nothing. 
Indolent, pleasure-loving women, who never turn their hand 
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io any useful work, are, in popular parlance, ealled the butter- 
flies of society. A grave slander upon the lowly creatures to 
whom they are compared. ‘The butterfly is a great worker, 
and: so are all the insects, and, for that matter, all the wilt 
animals of forest and plain. ‘They are cither resting or they 
are at work, but never aimlessly flitting about or engaging 
in forms of amusement. ‘That the Creator has given them 
a kind of animal happiness, we need not doubt; His mercies 
are over all His works; but their joy is in their work, gather- 
ing food, building homes, caring for their young, preparing 
food and shelter for the young yet to be. And what is more 
wonderful than the life-story of this butterfly! It glues its 
eggs to the under side of a leaf, and it never makes a mistake, 
never does it choose a plant which will not give food to the 
caterpillar that hatches from the egg. After eating more 
than ten thousand times its own weight in food, the cater- 
pillar crawls on the under side of a leaf, and spins from its 
mouth a tuft of silk, with which its hind legs are fastened 
to the leaf. Will you believe me if I tell you that in spite 
of all the attempts of thousands of trained observers, this 
operation has not been seen by more than half a dozen men 
living? But we know that in twenty-four hours the cater- 
pillar’s rough coat is gone, and in its place is a long case 
like an acorn, generally green, which lives on what the cater- 
pillar ate. But in due time the green turns purple, the front 
of the case opens like the parting of curtains, and out comes 
the perfect creature, in robes of gorgeous velvet, with wings 
more beautiful than any artists can paint with paint and 
brush, — the butterfly. And so in ceaseless cycles of life, 
since the day when God caused the air to be the home of 
winged species. Old Plato drew from the life-story of the 
buiterfly the lesson that man’s life is not limited by death, 
and while we have better proofs of immortality than this, 
no Christian can study the transformations of the butterfly 
without exclaiming with the psalmist: “OQ Lord, how mani- 
fold are Thy works! In wisdom hast Thou made them all; 
the earth is full of Thy riches!” It was Linné, one of the 
greatest naturalists of all times, who commences his System 
of Nature with the words: “Awakening, I saw God, the 
Eternal, the Infinite, the Omniscient, the Omnipotent, and 
I was amazed. I read some of His traces in creation. What 
unspeakable perfection !” 
% * ae 

When we sat down beside this boulder, the solitude of 
the place impressed us. No sound from the haunts of men 
penetrates to these wildernesses. And at noonday the birds 
are silent during the hot season. Oppressed by the heat, even 
fhe insects languish. Now and then a dead twig drops from 
a tree somewhere on the wooded slope. There is no sign 
of life. But is there none? Listen, and you will note faint 
rustlings under the dry lcaves that cover the ground; fix 
your eyes on that decayed branch of a tree which the spring 
rains have washed down from the hillside, and do you sce 
nothing? Why, there is animal life everywhere around us! 
One might engage to find fifty species of insect life on these 
ten square yards of underbrush. Give me a microscope, and 
the number will be found incalculable. This, though the 
soil is on the talus of a cliff, newly won from the rock. 

The earth teems with life. And for every form of life 
there is an abode and an appropriate food. Find a leaf on 
this oak which does not bear the trace of having furnished 
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food to some flying or creeping thing. You may search fo 
hours before you find a perfect leaf. There are serat i 
cuts, holes on every one you can see on these saplings, 1, 
creatures have passed over every single one of them. 

Thus the balance of living things is maintained, Lo 
every species its food, appropriate to the various forms the 
animal may take, and so nicely adjusted the quantity of food 
whether vegetable or animal, that when we come here a: 
year, we shall find the same grubs and beetles, the same 
wasps and wild bees, the same lizards and serpents, chip- 
munks, squirrels, rabbits, minks, hawks, owls, buzzards, 
eagles, — not the same individuals, indeed, but the spccies. 
Never does one inerease to such an extent that the others 
must perish, and never, unless the lord of creation comes along 
with his murderous rifle, does one species become extinct 
in its particular habitat. Only when man interferes, the 
order of creation is disturbed, generally to his own loss. Fle 
kills off the kingbird because it catches an occasional bee, 
and is surprised at the increase of grasshoppers. He destroys 
the sparrow hawk because he occasionally gets a pullct, and 
behold, the land is overrun with field mice. Down in Aus- 
tralia they killed the wolves, and as a result the rabbits in- 
creased to such an extent that farming in many places was 
rendered impossible. Not in every case does man’s effort to 
correct the distribution of animal life result in such loss, 
yet God has so ordered the habits of animals large and small 
that even plant life is to a great extent dependent upon the 
silent activities of the animal world.’ Many plants could not 
propagate, if it were not for the work accomplished for their 
fertilization by bees, wasps, and humming-birds. 'The very 
soil on which they grow has been made suitable for the lodg- 
ment of seeds by the labors of the animal world, from the 
microscopic creatures that liberate the chemical elements 
which must be freed if the ground is to be made into soil, 
to the burrowings of thousands of worms and lowly four- 
footed creatures that incessantly are plowing into the earth, 
until there is rich loam where once were barren beds of lime- 
stone and hard clay. And while every animal, when studied 
individually, shows us traces of an omnipotent and all-wise 
Designer, there is in this entire scheme of creation, in the 
interdependence of life forms upon one another and their 
balance through the changing seasons, proof incontestable of 
a supreme ordering Intelligence. Verily, “The fool hath said 
in his heart, There is no God,” and the more we become 
acquainted with the orderings of God in Nature, the better 
we learn to understand the words of our Lord when He said 
that not one sparrow is forgotten before God. “I car not, 
therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows.” 

* x %* , : 


ches, 
iving 


A cooler air is blowing down from the hills. Is-it a song 
of gratitude for the tempering of the noonday sun that we 
hear from the coppice to our left? Listen, it is the song 
of the cardinal. See that flash of fiery red as he darts through 
the branches? What a vision of beauty as he flits through 
the green arbor, and what exuberant joy in his notes! 
A prince among the feathered hosts, a songster beyond 
compare. He is gone. What must Paradise have been when 
even on the earth grown old, “waxed old like a garment,” 
ruined by sin, the cardinal, the meadow-lark, and the mocking- 
bird make such incomparable music, and such scenes of beauty 
greet the eye as that valley at our feet, where we have our 
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pine-board camp, and that glistening band of silver which is 
the river winding its way to the lowlands and to the sea! 
And what will be the Paradise Restored, with its “pure river 
of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne 
of God and of the Lamb”? We shall sce and know, some 
day; for He that marks the sparrows’ fall has also in all 
details so ordered our ways that we might see the Blessed 
Land. Shall we, then, not walk with strength the rugged 


hills of life, though it be under the fierce rays of the sun of ' 


affliction, and shall we not enter with joy and confidence even 
the Valley of the dark shadow? Was it not Beulah Land the 
Pilgrim saw beyond the River? - G. 





Ehitorisl. 


Boys for Our Normal Schools.— At its convention in 
Detroit our Synod spoke in words that cannot be misunderstood 
_of its determination to continue, advance, and expand its system 
of parish schools. In the face of a crisis fully recognized, it 
passed resolutions to strengthen the work of our normal schools, 
authorizing an increase in the teaching force, new equipment, 
and buildings requiring an expenditure of many thousands of 
dollars. All these resolutions were adopted without one dis- 
senting vote. Special classes will be provided both at River 
Forest and at Seward for boys not sufficiently prepared to enter 
tho regular course. New professors will be called to take charge 
of these preparatory classes. In words of earnest appeal the 
delegates were directed, each in his home church, to place before 
our people the necessity of filling our teachers’ seminaries to 
capacity with serious, gifted, Christian boys. The time to make 
all these resolutions effective is now. God grant that many 
boys may be found in the various districts of our Synod who 
will choose the carcer of a Christian teacher, and who will 
enter this fall our normal schools at River Forest and Seward. 
Every doubt as to our Synod’s future attitude regarding its 





primary schools has been dispelled at Detroit. Let the boys 
come and enroll. We shall have work for them in the Missouri 
Synod! G. 


Silent Visitors. — Our periodicals —they are the silent 
visitors that enter the homes of our Christians. 

Are these visits necessary? Are they useful? Are they 
desirable? ; 

St. Paul warns against those who creep into houses in order 
secretly to undermine the work of the true pastor and church. 
2 Tim. 3,6. Luther also in his day had to warn against those 
who came although no one had called them, to visit the homes 
of church-members, and to sow the seeds of discontent, error, 
heresy, and corruption. Much mischief has thus been done by 
wolves in sheep’s clothing. Many bitter experiences have thus 
been prepared for faithful pastors and much loss to congrega- 
tions. But what if, instead of these creeping false prophets, 
a true friend of the Lord and a faithful builder of Zion visits 
home after home in the congregation to strengthen, to give in- 
struction and information, encouragement and warning, guid- 
ance and admonition? And is that not the very work which our 
church-papers do? Is that not for the work of the pastor what 
rain and sunshine is to the work of the farmer? Are such visits 
not needed and desirable? 

If we had no church periodicals, would not our prayers and 
cries go up that we might have them? Would not the Church 
be accused of neglecting its work and its opportunity? But now 
that we have them, Ict us thank God and make the most of them, 
let us spread them, let us read them, and let us encourage others 


261 


to read them. 


inated through the church-press to return void; and are we 
Christians not all laboring and praying for these fruits of the 
Word? Discouragement in this good work of spreading our 
church-papers comes from Satan. Tet us show that encmy no 
quarter! Whatsoever our hand findeth to do, that let us do 
with our might. What! if others have received such riches, 
such blessings, such fruits from the reading of the church-paper, 
cannot you and many more reccive the same? Be sure of this, 
through the church-paper also God is reaching out for His elect, 
for a soul, for a pastor, for a believer, for a worker. Let us 
make full proof of our ministry. 

It is true, it is of first importance that our people all read 
the Scriptures; but have not our church periodicals brought 
many a one to read the Scriptures? Is it not one of their pur- 
poses to move men to scarch the Scriptures? And they who 
read and love the Word of God at home, do they not also rejoice 
to hear it preached in church? And they who hear it preached 
in church, do they not also rejoice to see the same truths pro- 
claimed, defended, exemplified, and illustrated upon the printed 
page? The Bible, the sermon, and the church-paper are not 
three competitors, they are rather three partners who are at 
work together to catch men for the kingdom of heaven. _ S. 

Playing Fast and Loose with the Bible.—It is still 
customary with many people to speak in the highest terms of 
the Bible. Some praise its antiquity, some laud its literary 
excellence, some acknowledge its fine moral tone, some approve 
its precepts, some magnify its comfort, some commend its nar- 


ratives, some are carried away with its poetry and music, some 


speak of its power, some extol its wisdom, some applaud its 
judgments, and millions confess that they believe the whole 
of it. Certainly we are always glad to hear people speak well 
of that good Book, the Bible. But if you imagine that because 
of all this overflowing laudation of that holy Book there is 
also a very general acceptance of all its teachings, and sub- 
mission to all its demands, you will be bitterly disappointed. 
Quote to many of these people, who have just sung its praises, 
some word of God, some doctrine, or some demand which does 
not fit into their theory or does not harmonize with their 
notions, and they will not hesitate a moment to disapprove 
specifically what they seemed to approve gencrally. In order 
to save their face, different persons do this in different ways. 
Some will acknowledge that, while they esteem certain parts of 
the Bible very highly, there are other parts which they do not 
accept. Others will declare that the words which they do not 
wish to accept or obey may be explained in some different .way, 
which will give them liberty to foster their own peculiar notions 
and excuse them from crucifying their selfishness and self-will. 
Of those who speak so highly of the Bible in general, some 


. would cancel all that is contained therein concerning hell and 


eternal damnation, others would cancel all that the Bible teaches 
concerning miracles, others again explain away all the Bible 
teaches concerning the deity of Jesus Christ and His resur- 
rection from the dead, and then there are multitudes who 
will read into the Bible everything which suits their present 
mood, and they will expunge from the Bible everything that 
does not harmonize with their present wilful frame of mind. 
In short, often those who claim to admire the Bible deal with 
it as a junk-dealer treats a pile of rubbish., They paw over 
it to select this or that fragment which may suit their present 
purpose or may promise them some temporal profit. Let us 
not be deceived by the mere general praise of the Bible which 
we hear about us. There is still much more praise of the 
Holy Scripture than there is understanding and acceptance of it. 

Above all things, let each Christian at all times approach 
the holy volume with the prayer of Samuel: “Speak, Lord, for 


God will not suffer His Word which is dissem- 
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Thy servant heareth.” That is the spirit in which Luther 
studied the Bible, and that is the position which our Church 
officially holds with reference to the Bible. And it is for each 
of us to deal with God’s Word, with all of it, not as if it were 
the excellent production of excellont and wise men, but as it 
is in truth, the very Word of God Himself. <A perfect Word, 
the judgo of all things and of all men, but judged by no one. 
With every sincere believer it ought to be an infallible axiom 
_ that the Word of the Bible is the Word of God, and that the 
Word of God is incontestably true. This Word is not to be 
subjected to the criticism or the alteration of any one man 
or of any number of men, even though they be the very wisest 
of men, but the wisdom of all others and the words of all 
others are to be judged by it. That Word, however much it 
disagrees with any man’s wisdom, theory or views, and opinions, 
is always to be acknowledged to be the truth. And by its 
decisions all other men’s wisdom and views are to be measured. 
When we are ready to submit all our thoughts to the decisions 
of that holy Book, then our praise is not a mere gencral, shallow 
repetition of what men consider respectable, but the expression 
and confession of our heart’s innermost conviction and sen- 
timent. 

Let us not appraise too highly the fact that men are ready 
to speak in the highest terms of the Bible, and Ict us not 
become mere repeaters of their songs of praise. Let us learn 
to know the Bible at first hand, till we are ready from our 
heart’s own full experience to say: “Oh, how I love Thy Law!” 
and: “How sweet are Thy words to my taste!” Ss. 

More Calvinism.—“Two Sermons on Election” — such 
was the heading of an item in a Grand Forks, N. Dak., paper 
of last month. As the Presbyterians were mentioned in the 
subheading, we were first led to think that Calvinism was again 
a live issue in that denomination. Reading the item, it de- 
veloped that not the doctrine of election was the issue discussed, 
but a local election for city mayor. The preachers in the 
Presbyterian and Methodist churches paid a “high tribute” to 
the administration, and all voters were urged to do their duty. 
Hence, after all, we have here the old Calvinism, in the sense 
that a Calvinistie mixing of Church and State, typical of 
Reformed Christianity, crops out in these sermons. 

Down south, in the State of Oklahoma, the FE] Reno Pres- 
bytery sent out a leaflet in which the voters are instructed to 
cast their ballot for Honorable Jake L. Hamon, who, it is 
interesting to learn, is “one of the best men that ever lived.” 
The leaflet was mailed to all Presbyterian ministers in Okla- 
homa, since Mr. Hamon “deserves every Republican Presby- 
terian vote.” He has “helped to build and support every church 
in Lawton, including the Roman Catholic”; his “talented wife” 
attends church, and in a burst of confidence the Rev. T. J. Irwin, 
author of the tract, exclaims: “Brethren, it is a mistaken idea 
that the Church is interested only in religious and educational 
work. We should be interested in every phase of community 
life — political, industrial, and social, as well as spiritual.” 

When ministers make it their business to take a hand in 
political campaigns, it is not to be wondered at that politicians 
will call upon the clergy to get its backing for affairs of 
government. “Realizing the importance of the stand that the 
Church is now taking in the matter of industrial relations,” 
Mr. C. B. Connelley, Commissioner of Labor and Industry 
of the State of Pennsylvania, addressed the clergy with a re- 
quest for cooperation to make the “Pennsylvania Safety Con- 
gress,” held at Harrisburg, March 21—25, a success. The 
preachers were asked to “make mention of the Congress in the 
church services, by public announcements, in your prayers or 
by special sermon.” Among the topics discussed at the Con- 
gress we find listed: “Shop-lighting,” “Cooperation between the 
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City Government and the States,” “The Hazards of the Gas 
Company,” “Practical Demonstration of Making an American,” 
“Snfety from the Insurance View-point,” “Ieart Disease in 
Relation to Industrial Efficiency,” and a pantomime demon- 
stration of “Swatting the Fly,” “Proper Method of Carrying 
the Umbrella,” “Cleaning Tecth after Meals,” and “I'he Use 
of the Handkerchief.” Far be it from us to cast reflection ' 
upon the importance of these and other questions entering into 
public safety, but that preachers are requested to work into 
their prayers and sermons such topics as mentioned above shows 
what estimate the politicians of to-day have been taught to 
place upon the Christian pulpit. G. 

Policy or Principle? — The following editorial from the 
Chicago Tribune is making the rounds of the Lutheran press: — 

“The general conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
has passed a resolution favoring acceptance of the Armenian 
inandate by the United States. 

“Comment upon this action will be restrained by consider- 
ation of the ecclesiastical charater of the assembly. Neverthe- 
less, Jay comment is called for, and is the more clearly justified 
inasmuch as the conference, in taking action, left the field of 
religious concerns and entered that of politics. 

“We consider the resolution not only unwise from the view- 
point of the nation’s immediate welfare, but i haproper from that 
of American principle. 

“Tt is, in our opinion, inconsistent with the principle of 
separation of Church and State. If our Government is to 
accept the Armenian mandate at the behest of the Mcthodist 
Church, it may very well be required to accept a Mexican 
mandate at the behest of the Roman ‘Catholic clergy; or to 
demand a mandate for Palestine at that of the Jewish congre- 
gations, or of Smyrna at that of the Greek Church. 

“The inevitable tendency of action such as the Mcthodist 
Conference has taken in this matter is to bring sectarian or- 
ganizations, as such, into the political arena and to create those 
bitter conflicts which inevitably arise from clericalism in lay 
affairs. Taking warning from the sanguinary history of such 
conflicts in the past and the bitter experience of nations afflicted 
with this confusion of clerical influences with political, our 
fathers wisely established as basic in the American system the 
principle of complete separation of Church and State, the spirit 
of which, if not the letter, is violated by the Methodist 
resolution. 

“Tho conference itself, collectively, is a religious and sec- 
tarian entity. Its proper field is religion and morals. Politics | 
and diplomacy are not-its proper field. Each member, whether 
a layman or clergyman, acting as a citizen, is free to express 
himself and to use his influence as he sees fit for or against 
the acceptance of the mandate. But when he acts collectively : 
as a religious and sectarian organization, he departs from his 
citizen character and imports into a civilian controversy con- 
siderations and influences which our national principle recog- 
nizes as misplaced. 

“The question of acceptance of a mandate to perform a 
political and military task in Asia Minor is in no sense religious 
or sectarian and should be _kept clear from religious or scc- 
tarian influences.” vo 

Most of the Lutheran papers have expressed their satisfac- 
tion with the good “Lutheran” ring of this editorial. Only our ' 
brother of the Gemetndeblaté finds a. fly in the ointment, and 
that fly is—party politics. The Gemeindeblatt says: “Why 
does the T'ribune attack the Methodists? Because that paper 
is opposed to the mandate over Armenia. If she approved of 
it, as do the Mcthodists, she would sing their fulsome praises. 
Beeause it is opporlune to urge the principle of separation of 
Church and State against the Methodists, the paper urges that ° 
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principle. Our papers are not edited according to any principles 
that must be upheld, but according -to the good pleasure of 
the editors,—and they are satisfied with anything that is a 
revenue producer.” | 

As for the 7'ribune’s stand against the Methodists, we more 
than suspect that our colleague is right. But as to the gencral 
condemnation of American journalism, as if all American news- 
paper men were swayed by the sole regard of what pays in 
dollars and cents, we believe he goes too far. Our newspaper 
' morality is not very high, but it has not yet fallen to the level 
of the Parisian dailics. There are still men of high character 
in the American newspaper world, as there are still honest 
politicians. G. 


Society in a State of Decomposition. — There is an in- 
fallible gauge by which we may judge the moral standards of 
a people, and that is the value which its masses and classes place 
upon the institution of matrimony. Where the marriage rela- 
tion is held sacred, and where entrance upon the married estate 
is regarded as an undertaking which should be made in the fear 
of God, there popular morality will be found in most other re- 
spects to be of a high order. On the other hand, where marriage 
has become the butt of jesting and ridicule, and where entrance 
into married life is looked upon in the nature of a frolic, society 
will also in other regards be found in a far advanced stage of 
decomposition. Conditions in our country may be estimated 
from the growing frequency of such incidents as the following. 

At tle home-coming reception of the service men at Tou- 
lon, Ill., a prize of $25 was promised the soldier or sailor who 
would be married on the speaker’s platform. A free dinner and 
free services of minister were provided. Getting married to 
amuse a picnic crowd is bad enough. But read the following: — 


Pair Fox-Trots to Altar at First Jazz-Time Wedding. 
“We are not going to have any of the usual wedding stuff,” 

said Miss W—, bride in the first jazz-time wedding. “Pcople go 

to church and mareh around as though they were looking into 

a coffin. Jverybody cries, and it resembles a wake more than 

anything else. We don’t believe in that. It’s going to be jazz 

with us. Just pep and nothing but fun — and lots of it at that.” 
The report before us continues: “To the tune of a synco- 

pated dance, rendered by a.jazz orchestra, the bride-to-be and 

C. A. Noyes, the accepted one, glided smoothly down the aisle 

while one of the bridesmaids sang a jazz melody composed for 

the oceasion, the words of which are: — 

| “Oh, boy, I want to be wed 

While the choir sings a ragtime melody, 

And everybody sways to tuneful harmony, 

While‘ daddy does the tickle toe 

As he puts your hand in mine, 

And the bridesmaid does a ballin’ Jack, 

While the flower girls keep time. 

I want a jazz band- playing all the latest 

Tunes so full of pep, 

And to the syncopated wedding-bells 

We'll keep our step. 

And the parson does the shimmy 

As he says, ‘Do you?’ 

And I shake my arms a trifle 

As I say, ‘I do.’ 

Oh, boy, ’twould sure be joy 

To have a ragtime wedding-day.” , 


Pretty bad? Rotten? Yes, very bad, undeniably rotten. 
But what shall we say of the “leap-year marriages and divorces” 
which were part of an evening’s doings at a fashionable St. Louis 
club? 

Married people, upon entering the club-rooms, were given 
‘the alternative of being remarried to another partner or of going 


trying to help you.” 
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to jail for the rest of the evening. These leap-year marriages were 
good for only thirty minutes, at the expiration of which divorce 
proceedings were instituted and another marriage followed. Pen- 
alty for failure to observe this requirement was incarceration 
with a nominal fine. The newspaper report says: — 

“For all the ‘marrying and giving in marriage’ Herman S— 
was the marrying parson, while the divorces that immediately 
followed were granted by a ‘court.’ E. F. B— was the jailer, 
James E—, police officer in charge of the police department, and 
‘Sig’ B—, attorney for the plaintiffs in all the divorce cases. 
Certificates of marriage, signed by Herman S— as A. Jay 
Splicer, parson, read: “I‘o Whom It May Concern: — This is to 
certify that I have this day united bearer hereof in the holy 
bunk of acrimony with a person of identity unknown, and in- 
vest them with all the rights and privileges thereto appertaining. 
This certificate is issued conditioned upon the parties hereto 
being divorced upon demand and is non-negotiable.’ 

“Divoree proceedings were filed in the ‘Leap-year Circus 
Court’ at the Riverview Club by Iva Kick, plaintiff, against Will 
Kick, defendant, and were signed by A. Fake, judge, and Justin 
Time, clerk.” 

Such sport is made of God’s holy institution of matrimony. 
Where such things can be reported in the daily press, not as a 
sign of national decay to be reprobated by right-thinking people, 
but as a novel form of entertainment, the standards of public 
morality have reached a low point. The question is in order 
whether we are not even now fast becoming a nation of de- 
generates. G. 

Dream Books. — Unbelief makes not only hard-hearted, 
but soft-headed. The study of a few columns entitled “Dreams 
and Their Meanings” in a popular monthly calls forth this 
reflection. Inquirers from twelve States have submitted dreams 
for interpretation. In every case the inquirer is doped with 
optimistic treacle: “There is some one in the unseen world 
“Your dream is a beautiful counterpart 
of what your life has so far been.” “Your dream is symbolic 
of many days of peace and plenty; it carries with it an at- 
mosphere of love and beauty.” “Crops will give promise of 
2 plentiful yield.” “You will be successful in building an 
ideal home and with everybody in it successful -and happy” 
(grammar peculiar to dreams). “You will obtain some long- 
wished-for object that has been tender to your heart these many, 
years.” “You will be promoted over the heads of your rivals.” 
“Your happiest days are yet to come.” “Your troubles are 
soon to end-for good and all.” “You will escape serious con- 
sequences.” “Your soul is about to experience a wonderful 


’ gpiritual awakening.” 


Imagine people spending twenty-five cents to obtain “in- 
formation” of this sort! One is tempted to believe that only 
persons who are suffering with a temporary vacancy in the top 
shelf would take an interest in such interpretations of dreams. 
But such does not appear to be the case. The desire to have 
dreams explained, and the willingness to accept the interpre- 
tations of gifted dream-sharks, is very wide-spread. As witness 
the many Dream Books on the market. From one of these we 
quote the following meanings of dreams at random: — 

“Bacon. — To dream, that you are eating bacon portends 
sorrow. To dream of buying it foretells the death of a friend.” 
An easy prophecy, since all friends will die some time, and 
the “sorrow” referred to may mean nothing more than wearing 
out a pair of silk socks in two days. Let us continue: — 

“Concert. — To dream of a concert denotes wrangling, 
disputation, and disagreement among relatives.” <A jazzed re- 
lationship, as it were. : : 

“Mat. — For a married woman to dream that her door-mat 
has been stolen denotes some person will attempt to break into 
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her house.” In the ease of a spinster, we suppose, it will signify — 


some happy change. 

“Reptile. —If a girl dreams of a reptile, her lover will 
play her false.” And so on. Why should we not try our own 
hand at this?’ As follows: — 

“Alligator. — Dreaming of an alligator skin signifies that 
you will soon go on a journey. If he weeps like a crocodile, 
beware of unfaithful friends.” - Or: — 

“Barn-door. — Seeing a boy shoot with a shotgun at a 
barn-door signifies that you are an easy mark for Dream Book 
compilers.” 

With the left hand alone we could speedily get an entire 
Dream Book, as good as any on the market, out of our type- 
writer. 

Why do superstitious worldlings use Dream Books? In 
obedience to the law that they who reject the Bible generally 
take up with some superstitious foolishness, be it Palmistry, 
New Thought, Eddyism, Sixth and Seventh Books of Moses, 
or Dream Books. Thinking themselves wise, they become fools. 

If you have a Dream Book about the place, throw it into 
the ash-bin. Some one has asked us to write about Dream 
Books, and this is the first and last instalment. _ G. 


The Sorrows of the Episcopal Church. — The Episcopal 
Church is looking into a dark future. Its path seems to be 
beset with increasing difficulties. It is well known that the 
Episcopal Church is composed, in part, of three classes of ad- 
herents: the Low Church, the High Church, and the Broad 
Church. The Low Church Episcopalian is very much of a 
Methodist, but he prefers the order and dignity which he finds 
in the services of the Episcopal Church. The High Church 
Episcopalian is inoculated with the virus of Romanism. Some 
of these High Church men would like to have the Pope ac- 
knowledge the Anglican Church as a sister church. Others 
would like to see the entire Episcopal Church go back into the 
fold of the Roman Catholic Church. The Broad Church Epis- 
copalians are the rationalists, who are really Unitarians, but 
for the sake of some personal interest remain united with the 
Episcopal Church. Then there are many who are combinations 
of all these. This external union of such heterogeneous masses 
works very poorly. The members of the Low Church persuasion 
would like to do some evangelical work, but they are handi- 
capped by the others. The Broad Church member wants to live 
well and at liberty. Much money which ought to be used for 
mission-work is required to feed these drones. The High Church 
man is keeping all the rest in a continual agony. He prays to 
the Virgin Mary and wants others to do the same. He prac- 
tises the reservation of the Sacrament and other Roman cere- 
monies. He uses a phraseology that smacks of Popery. Thus 
he misleads many to turn Romanists, and drives still more into 
the folds of the non-conformists. One of the bishops of the 
Episcopal Church lately turned Roman Catholic. What an 
offense to all pastors and laymen! 

The Rev. Charles H. Hibbard, D. D., writing in the church- 
paper of the Episcopal Church, complains bitterly, especially 
against the High Church men who are moving Romeward. He 
insists that this condition of affairs “dries up the springs of 
missionary efforts,’ “hinders the expansion of the Church,” 
“confuses minds and consciences,” “places a stumbling-block 
in the way of very’ young clergy,” and “shocks the sense of 
loyalty of the great mass of churchmen.” 

That is what lazy and easy tolerance and soft weakness will 
do for a church! Vermin and parasites, robbers and thieves 
increase, wolves in sheep’s clothing hold high carnival until the 
flock has few sheep left, and these are bloody and torn, weary 
and worn, sick and exhausted. Episcopalians themselves, re- 
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member, describe conditions in their church st ee ae — dis- 
couraging, that the outlook is dark indeed. aig Ds ie ere fs 
help. There is help for them in Tim who said: i “fi e 
ye can do nothing.” Whenever the Episcopal Chure ceases 
its endeavors to please men, whether these men be kings, princes, 
bishops, lords, or common citizens, and sincerely in word and 
deed acknowledges the Lord Jesus Christ, His person and His 
work, His Word and His wisdom, then High Church, Low 


Church, and Broad Church will become simply Christ’s epuachs 








Outlook 
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ann Kevivw. 





WASHINGTON LETTER. 


Roman Catholicism seizes every opportunity to advertise 
itself and to enhance its prestige. Instances of this have been 
multiplying lately. Recently the Pope conferred upon Admiral 
Benson, U.S.N., the Order of St. Gregory, of which he was 
made a Knight of the Grand Cross. He is the first American 
upon whom this highest degree of knighthood in the military 
division of tho order has been conferred. ‘To give the whole 
affair the proper staging, the investiture was made in the cathe- 
dral at Baltimore by Cardinal Gibbons. It was bestowed on 
Mr. Benson as a reward for having set his fellow-citizens “a 
most worthy example of piety and Christian virtue.” Like many 
others he had rendered valuable service during the war, but he 
had not specially distinguished himself. There were thousands 


in humbler positions who also had given examples of piety and 


Christian virtue, but they received no papal decoration. The best 
service the admiral ever rendered to his country, as some people 
have contended, is the advice he gave Admiral Sims on the quiet 
“not to let the British pull the wool over his eyes in London.” 
For this he was put on the carpet by a Senate investigating 
committee, and it took a good deal of maneuvering to save 
himself and his Christian virtue also; he was, however, equal 
to the occasion. 

Recently a delegation of the Knights of Columbus left for 
France. They are going to present a statue of La Fayette to 
France. This is in recognition of the services this distinguished 
Frenchman rendered our nation in the Revolution and the early 
days of our Republic. He is undoubtedly deserving of such 
honor. But it seems to us the Knights selected the wrong man 
when they chose La Fayette. He may have been nominally 
a Roman Catholic, but, like so many distinguished Frenchmen, 
he had no use for the Church. More than once he sounded the 
warning, “American liberty can be destroyed only by the papist 
clergy.” Ronie, however, has little regard for historical facts; 
sho either ignores or denies them when it suits her, and then 
it is as if they were not. Rome can get away with anything. 
Efforts have already been made by Catholics here and there even 
to lay some claim to Washington and to Lincoln. 

While the Knights are abroad, they will also honor Marshal 


Foch with a valuable gift in recognition of his distinguished 


services. No doubt, they will invite him to our cour 

a great advertisement this will be, and how atantotely itil 
add to the prestige of Rome! Think of the elaborate services 
they can hold and the great functions they can get off, at all 
which, of course, Rome and her hierarchy will shine most prom- 
inently. Romie is playing her old game and playing it for all 
it is worth. She has in these late years, especially since the war 
enhanced her political prestige and gained much popular ie, 
even though she has made no great gains in adherents. We are 
anxious for every one to have the right to follow the religion of 
his choice, and we would grant them all equal rights and priv- 
ileges with ourselves. Rome’s ascondency, however, is dan sea 
The hierarchy — we do not mean the common people — 8. 
love for popular liberty and religious freedom, It su ae no 
them when it has the power. Pope Leo declared on] o. jet 
years ago (in his encyclical of 1878): “Justiec therefore é hide. 
and reason forbids, the State to be godless, or to ado + #! 8, 
of action which ends in godlessnessg, namely, to treat tha fe line 
religions, as they call them, alike, and to ete ee 
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promiscuously equal rights and privileges.” The preaching of 
the Gospel alone can undo and check Rome’s progress. Un- 
fortunately the great mass of Protestants have censed to do this. 
Wo must be so much the more active and aggressive in pro- 
claiming and teaching it. By the preaching of apostolic doc- 
trine, both church and nation will be benefited. 


Washington, D.C. J. FreDERIC WENCHEL. 


ST. LOUIS, MO. 


Sunday, August 1, Immanuel Congregation of St. Louis 
celebrated tho fifticth anniversary of the ordination of the aged 
Rev. G. Wangerin, who has served this congregation thirty-six 
years as active pastor. 

A special service had been arranged in the evening, in which 
the Rev. Prof. F. Pieper, D. D., of Concordia Seminary, preached 
the anniversary sermon. Giving all praise and honor to God, he 
pointed out how the Chief Shepherd of the Chureh these 50 
years has kept his appointed shepherd in the true faith and 
made him able to proclaim the glad tidings of salvation. <Atter 
the sermon the present pastor of the congregation, Rev. J. 
Oppliger, congratulated the venerable pastor emeritus in the 
name of the congregation. ‘To show its appreciation the con- 
grezation through its president, Mr. L. V. Schneider, presented 
to Rev. Wangerin a purse of gold. The St. Louis Pastoral 
Conference sent congratulations through its chairman, Rev. M. 
Sommer, who made a bricf address and presented to the ven- 
erable brother also a purse from the conference. Both of the 
former charges of Rev. Wangerin, at Bethlehem, IIl., and at 
Portage, Wis., remembered their former dear pastor with letters 
of congratulation. 


The Immanuel Choir also rendered a number in honor of 
their aged pastor’s jubilee, as did the Rev. A. Behnke of Bethany 
Evangelical Lutheran Chureh and Mrs. Chas. Bang, a catechu- 
men of Rev. G. Wangerin. 


After the service Immanuel Congregation had arranged for 


a social gathering of all guests and friends in the basement of 
their new church, which had been dedicated the Sunday before. 


J. OPPLIGER. 


LUTHERAN YOUNG MEN’S CLUB AT THE UNIVERSITY 
OF ILLINOIS. 


The University of Illinois is situated in the twin cities 
Champaign-Urbana, which, with the students included, have 
a population of 30,000. 

This institution has grown very rapidly. There are 53 build- 
ings on the campus, which comprises 238 acres within the cor- 
porate limits of Champaign-Urbana, besides 855 acres closely 
adjoining used for experimental and demonstration purposcs. 
During the past year 8,045 students were enrolled. The faculty 
numbers 841 professors and teachers. 

Many of our young men and women who are seeking higher 
education find their way here. More than 250 Lutherans of the 
different synods were in attendance during the past year. 

Numerous student organizations covering nearly every line 
of endeavor and recreation are active here. Temptations are 
great and manifold for our young folks. While a goodly num- 
ber attend our church regularly, many do not, either because 
their intention of coming was not made known to the local pas- 
tor, or because they themselves failed to look up their church. 


Realizing the great necessity of reaching all of our people 
studying here and the splendid opportunity-to be of service to 
them in spiritual as well as material matters, we have with a 
number of our young men organized a club to attain these ends. 
Other churches are magnificently represented about the campus, 
many with regular student pastors. Club-houses are everywhere 
in evidence. * 

Our Synod has a fine church within easy reach of the 
campus. There is no immediate necessity for a separate church 
for students. Still there is need of doing more than has been 
possible to do, and the organization of our Illinois Concordia 
- Club is a step in this direction. The club on its own initiative 
has leased a home whcre, besides housing its members, parlors 
will be provided as a center for Lutheran students. For the 
present our quarters are small and unpretentious, but eventually 
we hope, with the assistance of Synod, to acquire our own home. 
The club invites prospective students to correspond with the 
undersigned in order to give an opportunity to serve the new- 
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comers, and thus prove its ability to help and its worthiness of 
later assistance in the purchase of a home. ‘The club will deem 
it a pleasure to render all possible aid to students, regardless of 
whether they become members of our club or not. 

Champaign, Il. G. STIEGEMEYER. 


WISCONSIN SYNOD CONVENTION. 


The Joint Synod of Wisconsin opened a weck’s session at 
Watertown, Wis., assembling in the church-edifice of St. Mark’s 
Congregation. Synod was well attended, about one hundred 
elected delegates being present. Services were held on Wednes- 
day evening, the first Vice-President, the Rev.. J. Westendorf, 
of Saginaw, Mich., preaching the sermon. 

After the eredentials of the various delegates had been 
presented, the roll called, and the order of business established, 
the president, the Rev. G. E. Bergemann, of Fond du Lac, sub- 
mitted his report. Various resolutions and recommendations 
of the different districts to be laid before Synod for discussion 
were then read. A favorable vote was taken on the newly 
created Dakota and Montana District, the number of districts 
thereby being increased to eight. 

During the morning’s session on Thursday Synod heard 
the reading of a doctrinal paper submitted by the Rev. Prof. 
J. Ph. Koehler, Director of the theological seminary at Wau- 
watosa. 

The treasurer of the Joint Synod. Mr. W. H. Graebner, of 
Milwaukee, submitted his report, which was favorably received. 
Upon Mr. Gracbner’s request, the Finance Committee was given 
an opportunity to present its recommendations and resolutions 
for Synod’s consideration. The recommendations then sub- 
mitted by the chairman of said committee, being of great and 
far-reaching importance for the work of the Synod, were dis- 
cussed at length. 
member of the church a coworker also in the finances of: the 
church was the gist of the committee’s resolutions. 

Northwestern College, of Watertown, its further growth 
and devclopment, was the matter next considered and discussed 
at length and with great earnestness. The recommendations of 
the Committce on Education were submitted. Northwestern 
College has always had a high rating and is known as one of 
the most thorough and best institutions among the colleges of 
its class. Synod was unanimous in its opinion that all care 
must be taken to still further advance its work. Owing to 
present-day conditions and developments in educational work, 
it was expressed and emphasized by the various speakers that 
the college should necessarily have another year of study added 
to the preparatory course. This was the recommendation of 
the Committee on Education, and the delegates unanimously 
moved to adopt such recommendation and to make the course 
of Northwestern College an eight-year course instead of seven 
as in the past. This means that the preparatory course has 
been increased to a four-year course, corresponding to that of 
a good high school or academy course, and the last, four years 
forming the regular college course. 

Owing also to an ever increasing demand of young people 
to attend an institution like Northwestern where they could 
prepare themselves for professions and vocations outside that of 


. pastors, teachers, and business people, Synod also deliberated 


on the installing of a full modern classical course. This would 


mean the adding of another department to the present classical 


and commercial departments. It was voted to delay action to 
a later session. 

Another matter discussed was the removing of the sem- 
inary department of the Dr. Martin Luther College at New 
Ulm, Minn. Definite action, however, was postponed until the 
matter had been worked out by a special committee. Other 
institutions of the Joint Synod came up for discussion, and 
recommendations concerning the same were favorably acted 
upon.: It was voted to increase .the faculty of the theological 
seminary of Wauwatosa by another professor, and also to make 
necessary improvements on the seminary premises. The board 
of the Michigan seminary at Saginaw was instructed to take 
the necessary steps in enlarging the seminary property. Matters 
concerning Bethany Ladies’ Seminary of Mankato, Minn., were 
referred to a special committee. 

On Monday, July 19. the matter of removing the Lutheran 
theological seminary ‘of Wauwatosa to some other city was dis- 
cussed at length, but was finally referred to the committee for 
further deliberation and the committee instructed to present 
the matter to next year’s synod. ° 


Ways and means to make and have every. 
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The Mission Board submitted a favorable report on Home 


Missions and on Indian Mission. The recommendation to 
appoint a missionary at large in Arizona, and another in Min- 
nesota, Dakota, and Montana was referred to the committee 
for further deliberations. 

The Synod voted an additional sum necessary to raise the 
salaries of missionaries to a basic amount of $1200. Jfforts 
shall be made by the Mission -Board to assist missionaries in 
the procuring of Ford cars. The trustees of Synod are author- 
ized to procure necessary funds for the Church Extension Fund 
in case the money be not at hand. They shall also, if necessary, 
advance funds for the erection of parsonages. 

The Committee on Edueation recommended to increase 
the number of members of the School Board by adding two 
teachers to their number. The teachers present were instructed 
to present candidates for the election of such members. Teacher 
A. Jaeger, of Milwaukee, and Teacher W. Alanthey, of Kenosha, 
were presented and elected by Synod. 

The following resolutions were adopted: 

Resolved, that the Committee on Education work out a 
plan for the election of the members of the School Board in 
future. 

Resolved, that said Committee be furthermore employed 
to establish extension schools for teachers. 

Resolved, that the removal of the Teachers’ Seminary of 
New Ulm, Minn., is at present not achievable. 


Resolved, that the Committee on Education again thor-. 


oughly deliberate on this question and report to Synod next 
year to what place, if the matter mature, the institution should 
be removed; what arrangements would be necessary, what build- 
ings ought to be erected, and what the expenses would be in case 
Synod would vote the removal. Respecting the establishing 
of a modern classical course at Northwestern College, Synod 
resolved: . 

That a modern classical course be established for such 
young people as are not preparing for ecclesiastical work, but 
wish to receive a general education to enable. them to enter the 
higher institutions of the country for the study of a profession. 

$10,000 was voted by Synod for a chapel and parsonage 


‘combined in one building to further the work of the Indian 


Mission at Rice, Ariz. 

Tuesday, July 20, the Board on Indian Mission submitted 
the following recommendations which were adopted by Synod: 
To erect a dining-room at Peridot; to dig a well at San Carlos; 
to build a chapel at White River, at which place Jast year’s 
Synod had voted to erect a parsonage. It was furthermore re- 
solved to install a special Indian Mission Board. A committee 
comprising members of the Committee on Constitution and the 
president and seeretary of the Mission Board was appointed 
to work out a plan and report to Synod next year. 

Synod granted the request of the Indian Mission Board 
to place two men at every station where it is feasible. : 

A center for lady teachers in parochial schools shall be 
established. ‘ The school superintendent was instructed to work 
out a plan to that effect. Prof. Blicfernicht, of New Ulm, 
Minn., was added as a further member to the Committee on 
Education. The support of incapacitated pastors and teachers, 
und widows of pastors and teachers was given attention. An 
increase of twenty-five per cent. in salary was voted the pro- 
fessors, and an amiual envelope collection for the Church Ex- 
tension Fund was recommended to the congregations. The 
' president was instructed to appoint a committce for the man- 
agement of Bethany Ladies’ Seminary at Mankato, Minn. 

Synod closed its sessions on Tuesday, July 20, at 5 p.m. 
with a brief devotional service. 


Watertown, Wis. F. H. Eccenrs. 


ARGENTINA. 


; ; 

Since our last report we have had the pleasure of receiv- 
ing into our midst the one candidate who accepted the call to 
the far-off republic Argentina. He arrived with his young 
wife on the steamer Vestris. Even though the brethren were 
greatly pleased to have him, they were sorely disappointed, as 
they had earnestly .asked for five candidates, and later for one 
more. We have a number of very important fields, which must 
have a missionary, or we shall be obliged to let them go. And 
what will then be the lot of the fields?) THe people will become 
the prey of the sects. And all Christians who fail to do their 
duty towards the treasury of this important field are also fail- 
ing in their duty of bringing the true and faithful doctrine of 
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th e Word of God, which they have so long and so fully enjoyed, 


, neglected people. — , 
to ol Rev. A. AWacchter has been appointed to a oBeult 
and important field. It is in the very center of the van- 


ical”? igrerations came to us for our ser- 
ee funk eis rie - ay of the old an ie of 
the “Evangelical” Church, they became a he oe wit 7 ang 
work, and they refused to be associated with the mae al 
work and practise any longer. The Evenee lg is 
the branch of the Prussian State Church in t : a rf and 
the preaching and the practise of these men 18 Ce as ‘ta as 
+1 the worst of the sects in the States. They are far nies eing 
evangelical, and therefore the reader will understand the quo- 
tation marks. These congregations which come © us are 
always in a very deplorable state of decay, and the wor cin such 
fields has to be carried on under depressing circumstances at 
first. I shall try to give you a little picture of the installation 
and the proceedings in the first meeting of the congregation 
with the new missionary, who was supported by the Rev. B. 
Ergang, visitor for the field. and the Rev. O. Schutt, who had 
served the congregation so far. 
In the first place, they encountered something there which 
was shocking to a Lutheran pastor. The congregation had its 
elders, but above them they had also a so-called Church Council, 
which consists of two members. ‘They refused to have a meet- 
ing with the people the next day. Then they absolutely de- 


‘manded that we desist from our polemics against all false doc- 


trine in our Argentine paper, the £v.-Luth. Bote. Thy “could 
not agree with that.” So our men told them the doctrine of 
the Word of God with regard to all false doctrine. Soon they 
came with the confession that some things which we had were 
very true, but they did not want controversial articles any 
longer. Our men talked further with them, and soon they 
admitted that the Bote brought many very true things, also in 
its polemics. Of course the pastors went on instructing them. 
And finally they came to the conclusion that all was correct 
in the Bote. Why this reception? The people had come to us, 
and had begged for our services; they even sent a delegation 
to our missionary. But then they also found the “Evangelical” 
“pastors” on the spot, who were about to lose a good field. ‘hey 
told their people all kinds of hair-raising stories about the 
“North Americans,” who were here “only to do business with 
them, and to get their money”; they would have to give up 
their “Deutschtum” if they joined us, ete.—So the people 
have gotten very suspicious, and often meet our men with 
complete distrust. Such was the case here. Our missionaries 
were very much discouraged at first, especially the new man, 
but they also knew the source of help, and cast all their hopes 
upon God. This all happened on Saturday evening. Sunday 
morning the “Kirchenrat” was perfectly in accord with our 
missionaries, and so they, installed the new man. In their two’ 
sermons they laid special stress on our doctrinal stand, and’ 
oa ie ae sole signed up for the congregation. 

\ refused to come, but by and by some of 
them will also come. 


They are really a sect of their own. 
ey will come in due 


e other congréga- 
hey have already said that hey 
_1t to our Lord. He 
understanding, — T would like to 
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ask for a few more lines to show you by an example the prac- 
tise of the “Evangelical” “pastors.” Rev. Wacchter is now in 
Merou. With this congregation is connected a smaller mission 
station, called Crespo. For years the “Evangelicals” have done 
nothing there. Now, since we are at Merou, they have even 
gone there on the chief holidays of the church-year, and have 
even tried to build a church there. They told the people: The 
Missourians have cast the lasso, and they will also get you, 
therefore you must build. But the answer? “We shall not 
build, all our children of 13 years aro now baptized, and ac- 
cordingly we will not need a minister again for the next ten 
years.” The case is this, that the Rev. has baptized all 
unbaptized children there, and some of them were very much 
past the age to be baptized, without instruction. This is a true 
picture of the pitiful conditions where the “Evangelicals” reign 
supreme. 

Now a question: You parents, who have given a son for 
the service in the Lord’s vineyard, will you try to keep him from 
going here? And all you Christians, will you grumble when we 
ask for more and more moncy for this field? Remember, this 
is only about the '/: part of the whole ficld here. In one of 
our fields, where the missionary has to cover some 2000 square 
miles, we ought to have an automobile. Who will give us one? 
We will ask only for a Ford run-about. It costs $800 here. But 
it is necessary. 

May God bless our work and our missionaries, and may 
He make our Christians very willing to bring sacrifices for this 
work in South Amcrica! A. Kramer. 





Editors Lutheran Witness, — 
The following letter was recently received by one of our 
pastors: . 


“Dear Rev. E——, — 

“Tnclosed you will find a money order for fifty dollars. 
I will be greatly obliged if you will send it to some of our 
Lutheran missions. J] have always wanted to be a missionary 
myself. But since I cannot be one, I feel that it is my duty, 
since God has provided a way for me to earn my own moncy 
and given me the best of health, and all that I need, to help 
educate some one more fortunate than myself, who is able to go 
to foreign lands to spread the Gospel to the heathen. I realize 
_the fact that if I ‘love my neighbor as myself,’ I will do all in 
my power to save him. As yonder sun is slowly setting, some 
_ poor heathen is falling asleep without God’s holy Word. Oh, 
T hope the time will surely come when the pure Gospel has been 
spread to every man and woman! For only those who really 
know and love His Word realize what it means to them. It 
means everything to me, and to help save mankind is greater 
pleasure to me than all the riches of this world. 

“T remain 
‘Your friend, 
A. R—.” 

Miss R. is now nineteen years old, was confirmed _a few 
years ago with a small class of others instructed in the English 
language in our Western mission-ficld. Rev. E. testifies that 
a year after she had been confirmed she was able to answer fully 
as many questions concerning religion as on confirmation day. 
At present she is instructing a coworker at the hotel. Her 
parents lived in tho western part of this State, were very poor, 
and have since moved to Montana. 

This may show you. anew that the Lord blesses the work 
of our men at the various mission-stations under the most 
arduous circumstances. C. Gabe. 





Secular Press. 


Is THE FOREIGNER RESPONSIBLE FOR AMERICAN 
ILLITERACY? 


Tt is well known that the percentage of illiteracy in the 
country is twice that of cities, one in every ten of the rural 
population being classed as illiterate. It is not so widely adver- 
tised, however, that of the 16 States having a percentage of illit- 
eracy greater than that of the United States as a whole, 15 have 
a forcign population percontage far below 14.7, that of the 
United States as a whole, the highest percentage in those States 
being 8.6 and the average 2.9. (Gertrude Folks, in Bulletin of 
the National Child Labor Committee. Reprinted in School Life, 
IV, 9. 10, p. 22.) 
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Lutheran Laymen’s League. 





INVOCATION 


Offered by the Rev. W. C. Kohn at the L. L. L. Convention, 
Held at Detroit, Mich., on Tuesday, June 15, 1920. 


O Lord, the whole world is in Thy power. King Almighty, 
there is no man that can gainsay Thee. 


For Thou hast made heaven and earth, and all the wondrous 
things under the heaven; Thou art Lord of all. 


O eternal God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Thou hast 
done great things for Thy people in our beloved Synod. Thou 
hast blessed the preaching of Thy Word, not suffering it to re- 
turn unto Thee void, but causing it to accomplish whereto Thou 
hast sent it. Our Synod did not only grow in numbers, but 
Thou hast inwardly built Thy temples in the hearts of men, and 
thousands are now standing before Thy throne praising Thee 
who by the ministrations of Thy servants were brought to faith 
and kept therein until death. Therefore our hearts gladly re- 
joice and our lips praise Thee. | 


Thou hast also given our Church a great number of faith- 
ful servants, whom Thou hast called as shepherds of our many 
congregations, and hast led them that they have kept knowledge 
and hast given them strength to bear their burden of labor and 
hardships in their difficult service. Accept, we beseech Thee, 
our thanksgiving for this Thy goodness. 


But, Lord God, Thou dost not want the praise of our lips 
only; Thou hast taught us that all our thanksgiving is worth- 
less without the deeds of love and charity. And especially dost 
Thou want us to show our love and esteem towards Thy servants. 


Among Thy children of old, the children of Israel, Thou 
hadst taken care of Thy servants by giving Thy people certain 
commandments by which They were governed how to take care 
of the bodily needs of Thy servants, demanding a certain per- 
centage of all their income as a contribution for their sustenance. 
This Thou hast expunged and commended Thy servants to the 
love of Thy children, expecting them to cheerfully give plenti- 
fully to those who bring Thy sweet message of salvation to them. 


But; alas. this has not been done in all cases. Therefore 
Thou hast induced a number of Christians to gather the neces- 
sary funds. Plentifully they have given, cheerfully they have 
worked, incessantly they have prayed, that all participate in this 
work, which is pleasing to you. And Thou hast heard their 
prayer. Thou hast blessed their efforts beyond expectation. 
O Lord our God, it is Thy doing not ours. Thou hast moved 
the hearts of the Christians who have given and given again. 
Accept our thanks, and bless those men who so faithfully and 
untiringly worked for the welfare of Thy Church. 

But, alas! O God, not all are working with us as they 
might and should. Therefore we pray Thee, if it is according 
to Thy will, that Thou wouldst open their hearts and hands 
towards helping us reach the goal which we have set before us, 
that we may be able to care for the Veterans of the Cross as is 
becoming to us, Thy children, according to Thy Word. 


O give us all true faith, Christian love, and eternal salvation 
through Christ Jesus. Amen. 
STATUS. 


The exact status of the Endowment Fund at the close of 
office hours Saturday, August 7, was as follows: — 


Total, including interest ...........ee.ecee- $2,230,814.57 
Average per congregation ........0.ceeeeeees $ $62.30 plus 
Average per contributor .......... 20.00 ee eee $ 10.50 plus 
Number of congregations, missions, institu- 

tions, etc., reporting ...........02.ceeen 2,587 


Nuinber of contributors (approximately) ..... 212,260 


The amount pledged at our Rally Meeting in Detroit has 
been increased to $100.724.45 by a subsequent pledge. Of 
this amount there is still outstanding $75,595.00. In pledges 
$25,129.45 has been paid up, and that amount is embodied in 
the above grand total. 








Miscellaneous. 





Ordinations and Installations. 


Ordained under authorization of the respective District 
Presidents: — 

On 8th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate A. Marutz in Trinity 
Church, St. Joseph, Mich., by Pastor L. Nuechterlein. — Candidate 
E. Dicke in the church at Hay Creek, Minn., by Pastor J. C. Meyer. 

On 9th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate A. Merkens in St. 
Paul’s Church, Addison, Ill., by Pastor A. Pfotenhauer. 


Ordained and installed under authorization of the respec- 
tive District Presidents: — 
On Gth Sunday after Trinity: Candidate 0. Knoll in St. John’s 
Church, Natoma, Kans., by Pastor J. W. Duckwitz. 
On 7th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate W. Luke as assistant 
pastor of Emmanuel Church, Hamburg, Minn., by Pastor H. J. 
Bouman. ; 
On 8th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate P. Gold as assistant 
pastor of Bethlehem Church, Detroit, Mich., by Pastor F. Tresselt. 
On 9th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate W. Birkner in St. 
John’s Church, Elyria, 0., by Pastor J. A. Schmidt. 


Installed under authorization of the respective District 
Presidents: — 
On 5th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. R. F. W. Pauiz in St. 
Martin’s Church, Clintonville, Wis., by Pastor D. Jaeger. | 
On 7th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. G. A. Walz in the con- 
grezation at Park City, Mont., by Pastor H. T. Rauh. — The J?cv. 
J. Fichicr in Zion Church, Crosstown, Mo., by Pastor A. Schulz. — 
The Rev. K. Baumann in Zion Chureh, near Mount Pleasant, Mich., 
by Pastor W. List. — The Rev. F. H. Kretzschmar in the congrega- 
tion at Grand Rapids, Wis., by Pastor R. Hudtloff. 


Installed as teachers of parochial schools: — : 
On 5th Sunday after Trinity: Teacher G. Windisch as teacher 
of the intermediate department of the school of Cross Church, Mil- 
waukee, Wis.. by Pastor J. Strasen. ; 
On 6th Sunday after Trinity: Tcacher R. E. Appelt as teacher 
of the school of St. Paul’s Church, Leavenworth, Kans., by Pastor 


A. G. Dick. 


Corner-Stone Laying. 


On Sth Sunday after Trinity, Immanuel Church, Corning Tp., 
near Merrill, Wis. (the Rev. H. Blanke, pastor), laid the corner- 
stone of a new church. ; 


Dedications. 


Dedicated to the service of God: — 

Churches. —On Trinity Sunday: The enlarged church of Trinity 
Congregation, near Orchardfarm, Mo. (the Rev. L. Reith, pastor). — 
On 7th Sunday after Trinity: The new church of St. John’s Con- 
gregation. Afitchell, Nebr.— On 8th Sunday after Trinity: The new 
church of Bethlehem Congregation, Boeuf Creek, Mo. (the Rev. J. 
Burmeister, pastor). 


Anniversary. 


On 7th Sunday after Trinity, Immanuel Church, Cleveland, O. 
(the Rey. H. Weseloh, pastor), celebrated their 40th anniversary. 


Mission-Festivals. 


On 4th Sunday after Trinity: St. John’s, Winerva Tp., Iowa. 
Offering, $327.23. — On 6th Sunday after Trinity: St. Peter’s, 
Brownstown. Ind. Offering, $406.01.— New Haven and Lewiston, 
.Wis. (both Norwegian). Offering, $73.31.—On 8th Sunday after 
Trinity: St. John’s, Seward, Nebr. Offering, $178.07. 


~ 





Pastoral Conference. 


The Pastoral Conference of Northern Indiana will meet, D. VM, 
August 31 (morning) to September 2 (noon) at Woodburn, Ind. (Rev. 
W. Georgi, pastor). The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in the 
opening service (9.30 a. 31.). Confessional address: Rev. A. Rump 
(Rev. H. A. C. Paul). Sermon: Rev. E. A. Bay (Rev. A. W. Hinz). 
Previously assigned papers by the Revs. Georgi, Rump, Osterhus, 
QO. A. Sauer, Dornseif, Doege; new ones by Rev. Klausing and Prof. 
Kunstmann. The brethren are kindly asked to announce by August 21, 
those wishing to partake uf the Lord’s Supper mentioning this. Ad- 
dress: Rev. W. Georgi, R. 2, Woodburn, Ind. 

H. G. JuNcKunTz, Seo. 
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Nominations of Candidates for Professorships. 
For St. Louis, Mo. 


For the new professorships created by Synod for the theological 
seminary at St. Louis the following persons have been nominated: — 


For the first professorship (Dogmatics and Exegesis) : — 


Dr. P. E. Kretzmann, by Bethlehem Church, St. Louis, Mo.; by Zion 
Church, St. Louis, Mo.; by the Board of Directors of the Sem- 
inary; by Coyner’s Congregation, Augusta Co., Va.; by Trin- 
ity Church, Evansville, Ind.;_ by Immanuel Church, Waterloo, 
Ill.; by Christ Church, St. Louis, Mo.; by Trinity Church, 
Bloomington, Ill.; by Holy Cross Church, St. Louis, Mo. 

Prof. C. Gaenssle, Ph. D., by the congregations at Pembroke and Locks- 
ley, Ont.; by Immanuel Church, Aurora, IIL; by Zion Church, 
Alva, Okla.; by Bethel Church, Chicago, Ill.; by St. John’s 
Church, Corning, Mo. 

Vice-President G. A. Bernthal, by Concordia Church, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Pastor P. Eickstacdt, by St. Jacobi Church, Quincey, Ill.; by Immanuel 
Congregation, Arcadia, Ind. 

Vice-President Fr. Brand, by St. John’s Church, Quincy, IIl.; by 
St. Luke’s Church, Chicago, II1.; by St. John’s Church, New 
Berlin, I1l.; by Immanuel Church, Seymour, Ind. 

Pastor H. J. Bouman, by Immanuel Church, Hay Creek, Minn.; by 
Immanuel Church, Minneapolis, Minn.; by St. Paul’s Church, 
Rost, Minn. 

President F. C. Verwiebe, by St. Matthew’s Church, Rochester, N. Y.; 

- by St. Paul’s Church, North East, Pa.; by St. Paul’s Church, 
Martinsville, N. Y. 


‘Pastor H. Guckenberger, by St. Matthew’s Church, Philadelphia, Pa.; 


by Bethlehem Church, Baltimore, Md. 

Pastor P. F. Heckel, by St. Peter’s Church, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Pastor F. Randt, by St. Paul’s Church, J.oon: Lake, Minn. 

Pastor Th. H. Schroedel, by St. Trinity Church, Detroit, Mich. 

Pastor J. T. Mueller, by Bethlehem Church, Clements, Minn.; by St. 
Peter’s Church, Joliet, Ill.; by Immanuel Chureh, Freedom 
Tp., Waseca Co., Minn. 

Prof. L. Fuerbringer, by Zion Church, Embarrass, Wis. 

Pastor A. Wismar, by Emmanuel Church, Fort Wayne, Ind.; by Trin- 
ity Church, near Tinley Park, Il. 

Pastor E. Zapf, by Emmaus Church, St. Louis, Mo. 

Prof. H. Feth, by St. John’s Church, Yonkers, N. Y. 

Pastor W. A. Maier, by Zion Church, Plymouth, Mass.; by First 
German Lutheran Church, Worcester, Mass.; by Immanuel 
Church, Alexandria, Va.; by St. John’s Congregation, Ca- 
tawba Co., N.C. 

Pastor H. M. Zorn, by Emmaus Church, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Pastor Wm. Moll, by St. Paul’s Church, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Prof. J. F. Kunstmann (Porto Alegre, Brazil), by St. John’s Church, 
Chatham, II]. 

Pastor R. Schroth, by St. John’s Church, Merrill, Wis. 

Pastor W. Dallmann, by Church of Our Redeemer, St. Louis, Mo.; by 
Faith Church, Milwaukee, Wis. a : 

Pastor Th. Schurdel, by St. John’s Church, Lyons, Iowa. 

Prof. L. Wessel, by Bethlehem Church, Milwaukee, Wis. 

Pastor I’. Pieper (Cleveland, 0.), by Holy Cross Church, Wartburg, Ill. 

President H. Daib, by Trinity Church, Athens, Wis. 

Pastor C. Abel, by Cross Church, Omaha, Nebr. 

Prof. Th. Engelder, by St. Trinity Church, St. Louis, Mo. 


‘ 


For the second professorship (Homiletics ‘and Catechctics) : — 


Pastor M. Walker, by Bethlehem Church, St. Louis, Mo.; by Zion 
Church, St. Louis, Mo.; by Trinity Church, East St. Louis, 
Ill.; by St. Andrew’s Church, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

President J. H. C. Fritz, by the Board of Directors of the Seminary; 
by Coyner’s Congregation, Augusta Co., Va.; by St. John’s 
Church, Bayonne, N.J.; by St. Matthew’s Church, Newark, 

J 


N. J. 

Prof. C. W. G. Hifrig, by the congregations at Pembroke and Locksley, 
Ont.; by St. Paul’s Church, Loon Lake, Minn. 

Pastor M. 8. Sommer, by Concordia Church, Fort Wayne, Ind.; by 
Holy Cross Church, St. Louis, Mo. 

Pastor O. C. A. Boccler, by St. Jacobi Church, Quincy, IIl.; by St. 
John’s Church, Quincy, Ill.; by Zion Church, Alva, Okla.; by 
St. John’s Church, Nashville, Kans.; by St. John’s Church, 
Merrill, Wis.; hy St. John’s Church, Lyons, Iowa; by Beth- 
lehem Church, St. Paul, Minn.; by Bethlehem Church, Mil- 
waukee, Wis. 

Pastor G. Schuessler, by St. Matthew’s Church, Rochester, N. Y. 

Pastor G. Blievernicht, by Immanuel Church, Minncapolis, Minn. 

Prof. W. Arndt, by Holy Cross Church, Collinsville, Ill. 

Pastor F. Oberheu, by Immanuel Church, Brownton, Minn. ° 

President F. C. Verwiche, by Zion Church, Embarrass, Wis. ; 

Vice-President F. Brand, by: Immanuel Congregation, Arcadia, Ind.; 
by Zion Church, Chestnut, II]. 

Pastor R. Schroth, by St. Luke’s Church, Chicago, III. 

Pastor W. F. Lichtsinn, by Emmanuel Church, Fort Wayne, Ind.; by 
St. Paul’s Church, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Prof. We eg an (Concordia, Mo.), by Immanuel Church, Mount 

live, Ill. 


s 
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- Pastor 0. H. Schmidt, by Emmaus Church, St. Louis, Mo. 
Pastor ‘Th. Lactsch, by Emmanuel Church, Aurora, IIl.; 
Church, Chicago, III. . 
Pastor J.T. Mueller, by Trinity Church, near Tinley Park, Ill. 
Pastor Th. Schurdel, by Emmaus Church, Fort Wayne, Ind.; by Trin- 
ity Church, Indianapolis, Ind.; by Immanuel Church, Sey- 
mour, Ind. ’ 

Prof. A. Ackermann, by Zion Church, St. Paul, Minn.; by Immanuel 
Church, Freedom Tp., Waseca Co., Minn. 

President H. Studtmann, by Immanuel Church, Giddings, Tex. 

Pastor H. B. Hemmeter, hy Bethlehem Church, Baltimore, Md. 

Prof. R. Neitzel, by St. John’s Church, New Berlin, Ill. 

Pastor W. H. Behrens, by Immanuel Church, Waterloo, Ill. 

Pastor P. Stoeppelwerth, by Immanuel Congregation, Tipton, Ind. 

Dr. P. E. Kretzmann, by Holy Cross Church, Wartburg, IIl.; by St. 
Trinity Chureh, St. Louis, Mo. . 

Pastor J. A. Friedrich, by St. John’s Church, Corning, Mo. 

Pastor A. F. Breihan, by Trinity Church, Athens, Wis. 

Pastor C. Baepler, by Immanuel Church, Salisbury, Mo. 

Prof. G. Weller, by Cross Church, Omaha, Nebr. oe 

Pastor O. L. Hohenstein, by St. Paul’s Church, Martinsville, N.Y. 


by Bethel 


For the third professorship (Dean) : — 


Director W. C. Kohn, by Bethlehem Church, St. Louis, Mo. 

President J. H. C. Fritz, by Zion Church, St. Louis, Mo.; by Con- 
cordia Church, Fort Wayne, Ind.; by Pilgrim Church, St. 
Louis, Mo.; by Trinity Church, Evansville, Ind.; by Emmaus 
Church, St. Louis, Mo.; -by St. Luke’s Church, St. Louis, Mo.; 
by Immanuel Church, Waterloo, IIl.; by Christ Church, St. 
Louis, Mo.; by St. Peter’s Church, St. Louis, Mo. _ 

Prof. L. Fuerbringer, by the Board of Directors of the Seminary; by 
St. Jacobi Church, Quincy, Ill.; by St. John’s Church, Quincy, 
Ill.; by Immanuel Church, Minneapolis, Minn.; by Holy Cross 
Church, Collinsville, Ill.; by St. Luke’s Church, Chicago, IIl.; 
by Trinity Church, Hoyleton, Ill.; by Immanuel Church, 
Aurora, Ill.; by Zion Church, Alva, Okla.; by Trinity Church, 
near Tinley Park, Ill.; by St. John’s Church, Racine, Wis.; 
by Bethel Church, Chicago, Ill.; by St. John’s Church, Lyons, 
Iowa; by St. John’s Church, New Berlin, Ill.; by Bethlehem 
Church, Milwaukee, Wis.; by Holy Cross Church, Wartburg, 
Ill.; by Trinity Church, Bloomington, Ill.; by Immanuel 
Church, Seymour, Ind.; by Cross Church, Omaha, Nebr.; by 
St. Trinity Church, St. Louis, Mo.; by St. Paul’s Church, 
Martinsville, N. ¥.; by St. Lorenz Church, Frankenmuth, 

‘Mich.; by Holy Cross Church, St. Louis, Mo. 

Prof. F. Bente, by the congregations at Pembroke and Locksley, Ont. 

President J. G. F. Kleinhans, by St. Paul’s Church, New Gchlenbeck, 
Ill.; by Immanuel Church, Mount Olive, Il. 

Director Th. Buenger, by Immanuel Church, Sweet Springs, Mo. 

Pastor H. W. Meyer (Wilmette, Ill.), by Immanuel Church, Glen- 
view, Il. 

Pastor W. Broecker, by St. Matthew’s Church, Rochester, N. z. : 

Director M. J. F. Albrecht, by St. Paul’s Church, Loon Lake, Minn. 

Pastor M. Walker, by St. Jacobi Church, Chicago, Ill.; by Bethlehem 
Church, St. Paul, Minn. 

President H. Daib, by Zion Church, Embarrass, Wis. 

Pastor J. H. Wefel, by Emmaus Church, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Dr. F. Pieper, by Immanuel Church, Giddings, Tex. 

Pastor Th. Schurdel, by St. Paul’s Church, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Pastor H. Kumnick, by Immanuel Church, Freedom Tp., Waseca Co., 
Minn. 

President I’. C. Verwiebe, by Bethlehem Church, Baltimore, Md. 

Pastor F. C.G. Schumm, by Redeemer Church, Orange, N.J.; by St. 
John’s Church, Bayonne, N.J.; by St. Matthew’s Church, 
Newark, N. J. 

Prof. C. F. Graebner (Adelaide, Australia), by St. John’s Church, Cor- 
ning, Mo. 

Pastor O. Ora. Boecler, by Trinity Church, Athens, Wis. ° 

Pastor L. Buchheimer, by the Iroquois Ave. Christ Church, Detroit, 
Mich. s- 


For one of the professorships : — 


Prof. A. Ackermann, by St. John’s Chureh, Good Thunder, Minn. 
Pastor H. Grucber, by Bethlehem Chureh, North Saginaw, Mich. 


For the first or second professorship : — 


Vice-President F. Brand, by Immanuel Church, Athens, Il. ; 
Pastor W. Dallmann, by the Iroquois Ave. Christ Church, Detroit, 
Mich. : 


“The Faculty, the Local Board, and every congregation affiliated 
with the Synod shall have the right, within three weeks after the 
publication of the names of the candidates, to enter protest against 
any candidate if they can prove him to be guilty of false doctrine 
or any offense.” The Electoral College will meet in the faculty room 
_ of the Seminary at St. Louis on the 3lst day of August, 9 A. M. 


St. Louis, Mo., August 10, 1920. C. C. ScuMIDT, 
, Sceretary of the Local Board. 
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For Fort Wayne, Ind. 


1. The following candidates have heen nominated for the Chair 
of Mathematics; — 


Pastor J. F. Wenchel, by St. Matthew’s Congregation, Rochester, N. Y. 

Prof, E. Schnedler, by Concordia Congregation, Fort Wayne, Ind.; by 
Coyner’s Congregation, Augusta Co., Va.; by Zion Congrega- 
tion, St. Louis, Mo.; by Bethlehem Congregation, St. Louis, 
Mo.; by [mmanuel Congregation, Seymour, Ind.; by St. Paul’s 
Congregation, Hammond, Ind.; by St. Paul’s Congregation, 
Jonesville, Ind.; by St. Paul’s Congregation, Detroit, Mich.; — 
hy Trinity Congregation, Hoyleton, Ill.; by Emmaus Congre- 
giution, Fort Wayne, Ind.; by ‘Trinity Congregation, Fort 
Wayne, Ind.; by St. John’s Congregation, Madison Tp., Ind.; 
by Immanuel Congregation, St. Charles, Mo.; by Immanuel 
Congregation, Waterloo, [Il. 

Pastor W. F. Lichtsinn, by St. James’ Congregation, Quincy, IIl.; by 
Trinity Congregation; Evanaville, Ind. 

Prof. vm as ¥ Eifrig, by the congregations at Pembroke and Locks- 
ev, Ont. P 

Pastor E. Sprengeler, hy Immanuel Congregation, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Pastor C, A. Weiss, by St. Luke’s Congregation, Chicago, I : 

Pastor Paul Bretscher, by St. Paul’s Congregation, Cincinnati, O. 

Pastor Gust. G. Schupmann, by St. Jacobi Congregation, Chicago, Ill. _ 

Pastor Walter E. Lussky, by Immanuel Congregation, Arcadia, Ind. 


2. For the Chair of German: — 


Pastor I’. T. Ruhland, hy St. Matthew's Congregation, Rochester, N.Y.; 
by Bethlehem Congregation, Baltimore, Md. 

Pastor Ic. Scharlemann, Ph. D., by St. Marcus Congregation, Steele- 
ville, Ill.; by Immanuel Congregation, Sweet Springs, Mo.; 
by St. John’s Congregation, Browns Corner, Wis.; by St. 
Paul's Congregation, Cohocton, N. Y.; by Immanuel Congre- 
gation, Waterloo, I 

Pastor G. Vichweg, by St. Jacobi Congregation, Quincy, III. 

Pastor ms Ruhland, by the congregations at Pembroke and Locksley, 

nt, 

President IF. E. Verwiebe, by Concordia Congregation, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Pastor W. A. Maier, by Zion Congregation, St. Louis, Mo. 

Pastor Alex. von Schlichten, by Bethlehem Congregation, St. Louis, Mo. 

Pastor Herm. W. Meyer, by Pilgrim Congregation, St. Louis, Mo.; by 
Trinity Congregation, Ilkhart, Ind. 

Prof. Geo. Schmidt, by Immanuel Congregation, Seymour, Ind.;_ by 
St. Paul’s Congregation, Jonesville, Ind. 

Pastor O. Burhenn, by Immanuel Congregation, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Pastor H. Voltz, by Epiphany Congregation, Eau Claire, Wis.; by Im- 
manuel Congregation, Areadia, Ind. 

Pastor Alb. Wangerin, by St. Luke’s Congregation, Chicago, III. 

Pastor Paul Miller, by Trinity Congregation, Evansville, Ind.; by 
St. Paul’s Congregation, Hammond, Ind. 

Pastor Ernst Eckhardt, by St. Peter’s Congregation, Embarrass, Wis. 

Pastor F. A. Hertwig, by St. Paul’s Congregation, Fort Wayne, Ind.; 
by Trinity Congregation, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Prof. F. A. Heintze, by St. John’s Congregation, Yonkers, N. Y. 

Pastor Geo. Hoyer, by Zion Congregation, Alva, Okla. 

Pastor Rich. Hope, by Emmaus Congregation, St.. Louis, Mo. 

Pastor Kar] Kretzmann, by Emmaus Congregation, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Pastor Otto Hattstaedt, by Trinity Congregation, Athens, Wis. 

Prof. M. H. Bertram, by St. John’s Congregation, Madison Tp., Ind. 

Pastor ug. Hardt, by Bethlehem Congregation, Milwaukee, Wis.; by 
Trinity Congregation, Bloomington, [Il. 

Pastor W.C.Gesch, by Immanuel Congregation, Freedom Tp., Minn. 


3. For the Chair of English: — 


Pastor P. F. Bente, by St. Matthew’s Congregation, Rochester, N. Y.; 
by Trinity Congregation, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Pastor A. C. Ilten, by St. James’ Congregation, Quincy, II. 

Pastor % C. Boese, by the congregations at Pembroke and Locksley, 

nt. 

Pastor Otto Busse, by Concordia Congregation, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Pastor F. W. Weidmann, by Zion Congregation, St. Louis, Mo. 

Prof. A. Leuthaeuser, by Bethlehem Congregation, St. Louis, Mo. 

Pastor W. A. Meyer, by Trinity Congregation, East St. Louis, III. 

Pastor W. Sievers, by Immanuel Congregation, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Pastor Aug. Burgdorf, by St. Luke’s Congregation, Chicago, II. 

Pastor Ed. H. Brandt, by Immanuel Congregation, Seymour, Ind.;_ by 
St. Paul’s Congregation, Jonesville, Ind.; by St. Mark’s Con- 
gregation, North Tonawanda, N. Y. 

Prof. W. A. Hansen, by Redeemer Congregation, Fort Wayne, Ind.; by 
St. Peter's Congregation, Huntington, Ind.; by Trinity Con- 
gregation, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Pastor E. F. Haertel, by Immanuel Congregation, Fort Wayne, Ind.; 
by Trinity Congregation, Elkhart, Ind. 

Pastor W. Behrens, by St. Peter’s Congregation, Embarrass, Wis. 

Pastor Arth. M. Wyneken, by Immanuel Congregation, Areadia, Ind. 

Pastor Herm. W. Meyer, by St. Paul’s Congregation, Hammond, Ind. 

Pastor Theo. Kissling, by Immanuel Congregation, Glenview, IIL. 

Pastor O. Ungemach, by St. Paul's Congregation, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Pastor Jos. Frenz, by Gethsemane Congregation, St. Louis, Mo. 

Pastor Geo. J. Meyer, by Bethlehem Congregation, Clements, Minn. 

Pastor C. A. Weiss, by Immanuel Congregation, Athens, IIl. 


« 
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Pastor Martin Walker, by Zion Congregation, Alva, Okla. 

Pastor i von Sehlichten, by Immanuel Congregation, Fort Wayne, 
nd. 

Candidate W. Luke, by St. John's Congregation, Madison Tp., Ind. 

Pastor Ernst Hahn, A. M., by Trinity Congregation, Bloomington, Il. 

Pastor Theo. J. Mehl, by Immanuel Congregation, Waterloo, I. 

Pastor E. Bertermann, by ‘Trinity Congregation, Athens, Wis. 

The Electoral College meets on Wednesday, August 25, 9 A. M., in 
the Conference Room of Concordia College. At that time all letters, 
recommendations, or protests concerning the above candidates must 
be in our hands. 

Fort Wayne, Ind., July 31, 1920. AuG. LANGE, 
1315 Anthony Blvd. 


For St. Paul, Minn. 


The following candidates have been placed in nomination for the 
vacant professorship at Concordia College, St. Paul, Minn.: — 


Rey. E. A. Nauss, by St. Paul's Congregation at Loon Lake, Minn. 

Rev. Theo. Kissling, by Immanuel Congregation at Glenview, IIL. ; 

Rev. Herman Meyer (Wilmette, Lll.), by St. Stephen’s Congregation 
at Duluth, Minn. 

Rev. C. A. Weiss, by Peace Congregation at Barney, N. Dak. 

Rev. W. Hansen, by Grace Congregation at Oak Park, Ill.; by Grace 
Congregation at Glen Ellyn, II. : ; 

Rey. Theo. Schroedel, by Messiah Congregation at Detroit, Mich. ; by 
Trinity Congregation at Minneapolis, Minn.; by Trinity Con- 
gregation at Great Bend, N. Dak.; by Immanuel Congrega- 
tion at Minneapolis, Minn. 

Rev. H. Engelken, by St. Peter's Congregation at Conover, N. C. 

Rev. W. Czamanske, by St. Peter's Congregation at Moltke, Minn. 

Rey. W. J. Kitzerow, by Christ Congregation at Superior, Wis. 

Prof. L. Blankenbueller, by St. Stephen’s Congregation at St. Paul, 
Minn. . 

Prof. M. A. Bertram, by St. John’s Congregation at Effingham, I11.; 
by Zion Congregation at St. Louis, Mo. ee 

Rev. M. Walker, by Bethel Congregation at Chicago, I11.; by Trinity 
Congregation at Brewster, Minn. 

Rey. R. Jesse, by Bethlehem Congregation at St. Louis, Mo. 

Rev. H. A. Koenig, by Trinity Congregation at Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

Rev. W. C. Boese, by the congregations at Pembroke and Locksley, Ont. 

Rev. W. H. Hainer, by Jinmanuel Congregation at Red Wing, Minn. 


The Electoral Board will meet August 17, 2 P. M., in the faculty 


room. , 
Recommendiations, protests, ete., must be in the hands of the 
secretary before the above date. 
ki. G. Nacutsnetm, Seerctary, 
609 18th Ave., N., Minneapolis, Minn. 


For Concordia, Mo. 


For the vacancy at this institution there was also nominated: — 
Pastor E. J. Friedrich, by Trinity Congregation, Orchardfarm, Mo. 

The Electoral College meets August 18, 1 p. at., in the library of 
the institution. C. BERNTHAL, Sceretary. 





Candidates Nominated for the Office of General Secretary 
of Foreign Missions. 


Rey. G. Chr. Barth, by St. John’s Congregation, Racine, Wis.; by Em- 
maus Congregation, St. Louis, Mo. 

Rev. J. F. Boerger, by St. Paul’s Congregation, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Vice-President F. Brand, by Holy Cross Congrezation, Chicago, III. 

Rev. W. C. Hitzemann, by St. Mark's Congresation, Steeleville, Ll.; 
by St. Peter’s Congregation, Campbell Hill, III. 

Rey. Karl Kretzschmar, by St. Luke’s Congregation, St. Louis, Mo. 

Rev. Rich. Kretzschmar, by Gethsemane Conyzregation, St. Louis, Mo.; 
by Grace Congregation, St. Louis, Mo.; by Immanuel Con- 
gregation, Minneapolis, Minn.; by Holy Cross Congregation, 
Collinsville, I]l.; by Zion Congregation, St. Louis, Mo.; by 
Concordia Congregation, Fort Wayne, Ind.; by St. John’s 
Congregation, Quincy, I1l.; by Bethlehem Congregation, St. 
Louis, Mo.; by St. Luke's Congregation, Chicago, Ill.; by 
St. James's Congregation, Chicago, Ill.; by Trinity Congre- 
zation, Hoyleton, I11.; by St. Stephen’s Congregation, New 
York, N.Y.; by Zion Congregation, Alva, Okla.; by Em- 
maus Congregation, Fort Wayne, Ind.; by Bethlehem Con- 
gregution, Milwaukee, Wis.; by Immanuel Congregation, Wa- 
terloo, III. 

Rev. Martin Walker, by Christ Congregation, St. Louis, Mo. 

Rev. C. F. Walther, by Immanuel Congregation, Sweet Springs, Mo. 

Rey. Ph. Wilhelm, by St. John’s Congregation, Quincy, I]l.; by Zion 
Congregation, Hampton, JII. 

All communicationg in regard to these candidates should be ad- 
dressed to Prof. L. Fuerbringer, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. 


Ricu. KRETZScuUMAR, 
President, Board of Foreign Missions. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. 


Announcements Regarding Our Synodical Institutions. 


Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo-— The new term of the 
Concordia Theological Seminary of St. Louis, Mo., will begin Wednes- 
day, September 8, 10.4. a. Graduates of our synodical colleges should 
on this day present their last report (not their diploma). Graduates 
of other institutions should make applieation for admittance to the 
president, the Rev. Prof. F. Pieper, D.D., and send in the necessary 
papers. Payments to the Boarding Club will probably not amount 
to more than $110 a year. Last year they were $104, including fees 
for doctor, hospital, and repairs. $15 are to be paid September 8, 
the rest in monthly instalments. Besides these $15, each student, 
on arrival, must pay $5 out of his own pocket as “Guarantee De- 
posit.” This deposit will be refunded to him at the end of the 
school-yenr. 

Concordia Theological Seminary, Springfield, Ill. — High 
School Course. Normal Course. Theological Course. — This insti- 
tution will enter upon the seventy-fifth year of its existence. Open- 
ing exercises for the new term will take place September 8, 9 A. M. 
Applicants must not be under seventeen nor over twenty-five years 
of age. Gifted young men, of strong Christian character, are wel- 
come. Americans that speak English only and forcign-tongued 
young men should take notice that the knowledge of German is 
not essential at the time of entrance. Special consideration will be 
shown such entrants. Board, $25 for each quarter, to be sent to the 
undersigned. Application blanks to be obtained from 

R. D. BIEDERMANN, President, 

Concordin Teachers’ College, River Forest, Ill. — The new 
term of this institution will begin on Wednesday, September 1, 8 A. St. 
All scholars must be ready for work at the appointed time. Appli- 
eations for admission must be in the hands of the president by 
August 20. The board will probably be the same as last year. In ad- 
dition, each student will be required to pay $6 to the Mutual Fund. 
Money for board and Mutual Fund must be paid in advance and sent 
to Prof. F. H. Schmitt, 495 Bonnie Brae, Oak Park, III, in quarterly 
instalments. No tuition-fee will be charged those who intend to 
enter the service of the Church. To such as do not intend to be- 
come teachers of a Christian day-school, but wish to prepare them- 
selves for some other calling, a good general education and a thor- 
ough Christian training of character is offered for the nominal sum 
of $40 a year. It is self-evident that provision will be made for 
students coming from the congregations of our English District who 
are not proficient in the German language. Our institution is ac- 
credited as a State Normal, so that we will be in a position to issue 
our graduates certificates recognized by the State.—The demand 
for teachers has been very great. At the last presidential college, 
Where the calls were assigned to the graduates, 109 calls were re- 
corded, of which 54 only could be supplied. — Further particulars 
will be cheerfully furnished by — W.C. Koun, President, 

Concordia Teachers’ College, Oak Park, Il. 

The Lutheran Seminary, Seward, Nebr. —'Thic twenty-seventh 
school-year of this institution will begin, D. v., on September 1, 1920. 
All students should reach Seward on August 31; however, we will 
not be prepared to receive any one before that date, neither will it 
be good or advantageous for any student to come sooner. Each stu- 
dent should be fully equipped with the necessary clothing and bed- 
ding. However, mattress, chair, lamp, books, stationery, ete., may 
best be bought here. Charges for board at the institution have 
provisionally been placed at $25 for each quarter of the school-year, 
payable strictly in advance, and subject to change, should there be 


‘ decided fluctuations in the market prices. In addition, each student 


will be required to pay, at the beginning of the schoal-year, $2 for 
the use of a desk and for the Indemnity Fund, and $1 for the use 
of the library. All these charges should be paid to Prof. H. B. Feh- 
ner, 107 College Ave. Funds for the personal expenses of students 
may be placed for administration, if desired, in the care of Prof. 
I’, Stricter, 106 Faculty Lane. —The Lutheran Seminary is recog- 
nized by the State of Nebraska as a Normal School. ‘This entitles 
our graduates to certificates authorizing them to teach in any 
public, private, or parochial school in the State. Entrance require- 
ments for the Freshman Class (also known as Sixth Class) are the 
previous completion of the eighth grade of a common school. Such 
as are unable as yet to meet these requirements will be taken care of 
in a Preparatory Class. On the other hand, students of more ad- | 
vanced standing will receive: due eredit for work previously done, 
provided they inclose with their application for admission the re- 
ports (or other detailed statement of credits earned) from the school 
which they have attended. — Young ladies also will be admitted to 
the classes of the institution. However, we are not prepared to fur- 
nish them board or lodging. But we will gladly assist them in find- 
ing these with families in the city. Since, however, it may be difli- 
cult to find suitable places, young Indies who contemplate entering 
our institution should by all means communicate with us at the 
earliest. possible date. — In view of the distressing shortage of 
teachers in our parochial schools, let us pray the Lord to send us 
a large number of such as are willing to become laborers in His 
vineyard, and let each of us use his utmost efforts to win new re- 
cruits for the work in the Lord’s cause. —~ Address all applications 
for admission and all requests for further information to the 
President of the Seminary, Prof. F. W. C. Jesse, 141 College Ave., 

Seward, Nebr. . 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. 


Concordia College, Fort Wayne, Ind.—Our new neademic 
year opens, God willing, September 8, 8.15 A. M. Applications for 
admission must be recorded with the President by August 23, [x- 
penses: $100 for board, in advance quarterly payments to the Presi- 
dent; about $50 for uniform, books, desk, chair, ete. ( purchased 
here). Entrance requirements for our Classical College Preparatory 
and two years of Classical College Course can be inet by eighth- 
grade graduates. A preparatory course is ready to receive such as 
are not able to meet the entrance requirements. — Synod has also 
gtanted permission to add a Science Course and Modern language 
Course to our curriculum, in conformance with the requirements 
of our State and the North Central Association of Colleges. All 
students for these new courses, as well as those not preparing for 
the ministry, are charged $150 for board and $100 for tuition an- 
nually, This new arrangement is a very important step forward 
in the annals of our institution. May all young men of our con- 
gregations profit by it to prepare for their various callings under 
Christian influence. For “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
Wisdom: a good understanding have all they who do His command. 
ments: His praise endureth forever.” — Further information will be 
cheerfully furnished by M. Luecke, President. 


Concordia College, Milwaukee, Wis. — Concordia College is 
a Junior college with a four-year high school and a two-year college 
course. The opening of this institution will be on the eighth day of 
September, 1920. Ientrance requirement for the high school course 
is graduation from the eighth grade, Any one desiring to enter 
a higher class than Freshman high school must either show the 
necessary credits carned in an acknowledged school, or pass an ex- 
amination. The examination will be conducted on the seventh day 
?' September, at nine o’clock a.M., in the Administration Building. 
— Boys who have not completed the eighth grade may enter a pre- 
paratory class. Students who understand no German receive their 
instruction in Latin and German by means of the English language. 
This arrangement, however, is so far made for the Freshman and 
Sophomore high school classes only. — Board costs $25 a term of two 
and a half months, e. g.. September to November 15, etc., and is to be 
sent in advance to the Director. Books and rent, about $14. Desk, 
chair, bedsheet, pillow-case, and counterpane are furnished by the 
institution. Mattress is bought here. Let every one bring one quilt, 
28x72 inches, just large enough to cover mattress, two good, heavy, 
double woolen blankets, and a pillow. Students who are not pre- 
aring themselves for the ministry pay a yearly tuition of 340.— 
May the Lord send us a goodly number of bright and God-fearing 
boys! Address all communications to President M. J. F. Albrecht, 
Concordia College, Milwaukee, Wis. 


St. Paul’s College, Concordia, Mo.— The thirty-cighth school- 
year begins, D. v.. Wednesday, Septemberel. Students should arrive 
the day before. Those obliged to pass an examination must present 
themselves on the morning of August 31.— Every student must be 
provided with the necessary clothes and bed-clothing, including a white 
bed-spread, as well as a trunk. The size of all bed-linen ought to be 
4x8. Instead of the uniform worn last year, every student is to 
have dark-blue trousers, three blue Chambray shirts with soft col- 
, lars, and a gray sweater. Last-year uniforms may be worn as long 
as they are serviceable. Board will cost $25 a quarter, payable 
strictly in advance. The tuition-fee for such as do not intend to 
enter the service of the Chureh is $40 a year. With regard to books, 
desks, chairs, mattresses, and the like, it is most advantageous to 
buy them here. Books must be paid for at once. Instruction in 
juusic is paid for by the individual student. — According to a reso- 
lution of Synod, the entrance requirement for admission is the eighth 
grade of the elementary school or its equivalent. All who are un- 
able to meet this requirement must enter a preparatory class, for 
which provision will be made here.— All moneys are to be sent 
directly to the undersigned. Financial statements are issued at the 
end of cach quarter, together with reports as to the progress of the 
students. — Applications for admission should be sent to the under- 
signed at an carly date, at least before August 24. Testimonials as 
te the character of the applicant should accompany the letter of ap- 
plication. — Since Synod has resolved that St. Paul’s College is by 
no means to be discontinued, its services being needed, all necessary 
repairs will be made, so thnt no one need hesitate to send his son. — 
May the Lord, whom our school seeks to serve, furnish us a large 
number of diligent and devout students, in order that the institu- 
tion may ever more fulfil its mission —the glorifying of His name 
and the spreading of His kingdom on earth. 

' J. H. C. Kaepret, President. 


Concordia Institute, Bronxville, N. Y.—On September 8th 
the new term is to begin with examinations for the working off 
of conditions and for entrance on the day preceding. Full informa- 
tion will be cheerfully given to all who apply, and new students 
should be announced as soon as possible. We hope to have many 
applicants for entrance in the ministerial course. Expericnee has 
again proved that the need in the Chureh is not growing less. Also 
boys who have not yet decided to study for the ministry. or those 
Who have secular callings in view, are heartily welcome. Under 
the express approval of Synod, adequate provision can be made for 
their courses. Our high school course is aceredited under the Re- 
gents of the University of the State of New York, and the passing 

of these Regents’ examinations, held in our Concordia, brings the 
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recognized eredits. Our Lutheran boys have a great advantage in 
thus receiving their higher training wnder the influence of their 
Church. Gro. A. Romoser, President. 

St. John’s College, Winfield, Kans. — The fall term opens 
September 1.0 Announcements of new students should reach the 
undersigned as soon as practicable. AIL detailed information will 
be sent on application. A full business course and one for general 
purposes is offered besides the ministerial, Of the latter Luther 
says: You should not hesitate to send your boy to college; even if 
the Students’ Fund would have to provide for his support, you are 
supplying the Lord with fine material to work into a leader of men. 
For, as the Psalm [113, 5 f.] says, it will always be the common 
people, your children and mine, from whose ranks the leaders in 
Church and State are taken. — We have coeducation. — Address 

Pror. A.W. Meyer, Winfield, Kans. 

Concordia College, Conover, N. C. — The new term at this in- 
stitution will beain, J. v., on September 1. Applicants for admission 
should present themselves for examination by August 31. The full 
course, preparatory tv entrance into the Seminary at St. Louis, is 
offered. Other courses are offered to both boys and girls. The new 
dining-hall will be ready for service, and under the new arrange- 
ments board will be furnished to the students at the lowest rate 
possible, — For catalog and further information apply to 

O. W. KREINITEDER, President. 

‘California Concordia College, Oakland, Cal. — D. v., this in- 
stitution will enter on its fourteenth scholastic year September 7. 
Prospectives desiring to enter the preparatory class must have grad- ~ 
unted from the eighth grade of either a public or a parochial school. 
“ntry into advanced classes is granted upon proof that applicant 
is able to do the work required. — The commissary department of 
the school will endeavor to board resident students at an annual cost 
of $90. Students preparing for the ministry will not. be charged 
tuition-fees. All others are required to pay a fee of 540 annually. 
Books call for an expenditure of from $10 to $15, and may be bought 
at. the school. <All necessary equipment, such as mattress, chairs, 
bed-stead, is furnished by the school; but students are required to 


‘furnish their own bedding. — The undersigned commends California 


Concordia College to the prayerful consideration of all friends of 
Christian higher education. Seber-minded, industrious, Christian 
young men, willing to dedicate their lives to the service of the Gos- 
pel, are particularly welcome. Tneo. Broum, JR., 
Californian Concordia Colleze, Oakland, Cal. 

Luther Institute, Fort Wayne, Ind.—The new scholastic 
year of the Fort Wayne Luther Institute begins September 7. To 
date. the Luther Institute offers a two years’ course, which is spe- 
cifically a business course; but the curriculum is at the same time 
broad and general enough to meet the requirements of those who 
do not contemplate ollice-employment, but desire a better general 
education: An eighth-grade education is the minimum requirement 
for admission. Suitable boarding places in Lutheran families will 
be seeured for non-resident students. Additional information will 
gladly be furnished by the principal of the Institute, 

M. H. Bertram, M. A., 
1206 FE. Wayne St.. Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Lutheran High School and Business College, Deshler, Nebr. 
—The new school-year of this institution will open September 8. 
The following courses are olfered: Academic, Shorthand and Type- 
writing, Bookkeeping, Banking, Sewing, Domestic Science, Music. 
Catalog and further information will be furnished by 

O. GRAEBNER, Deshler, Nebr. 

Bethany College for Young Ladies, Mankato, Minn. — The 
new sehool-year of this institution will open September 6. The fol- 
lowing courses will be offered: Preparatory; Academic; College; 
Home Economics; Commercial; Music; Expression; Art; Physical 
Culture. Mail application for admission to B. F. Laukandt, Bethany 
College, Mankato, Minn. 





Some of Synod's Treasuries. 


(July 31, 1920.) Deficit. Balance. 
Synodical Treasury ........ccecceeceeeceees S2V0OIT.CO 
Building Fund ....... jw amir Sas eeeeees 5+4680.01 
China Mission ...... eT Mitettecawane  8985,82 
Church Extension Fund ............. savacveig $8777.33 
Denf-mute Mission ........ececeeeeenceuaee 3268.77 
European Missions .........00ceeseenee inna 8934.47 . 
Foreign Mission ............ ‘eesscemveaw  C2Z1LA48 
Mountain Retreat ........cescccscceces 2326.72 
Foreign-tongue Mission .....-.....556. vovce 2093.19 
Home Mission ....... ck Salamenaiinckiaeiate! «i creenitcmos. ~ ELMS SIES 
Immigrant Mission .......... 000 ceeee access 1759.64 
eigis TGBION pecnsesereda 9 0 © sicertansienecas-aciie GSS0.10 
Indian Mission Building ............... 1488.59 
South American Mission ..............e0005 9824.39 
Board of Support ............... vevsewemee  LOFRO G0 


. The disbursements of the Treasurer during July amounted to 
$121,782.93; the receipts. to $57,856.26. The difference had to he 
borrowed on notes or procured by cashing in investments at a loss. 
To prevent a recurrence of these losses, funds must immediately be 
provided, as there are still due for carly payment large special ap- 
propriations allowed by Synod. I. SEVEL, Gen. Treas. 
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Treasurers’ Reports. 


ENGLISH DISTRICT. 

Mission. — Congregations: Trinity, Oak Park, IIL, $500.00; 
Grace, Palisades Park, N. J., 
10.00; Hope, Grand Rapids, Mich., 10.00; Pilgrim, Chicago, 95.29; 
St. Stephen’s, Catawba Co., N.C., 4.70; Trinity, East St. Louis, IIL, 
14.2). Cash, Buffalo, 1.00. Miss E. B. Stiernke, Mount Olive Chureh, 
Milwaukee, 5.00. — Total, $690.20. 

. Synodical Treasury. — Congregations: Trinity, Oak Park, IIL, 
$125.00; Hope, Chicago, 61.30; Trinity, Flatbush, Brooklyn, 10.00; 
Hope, -Grand Rapids, Mich., 5.00; Mount Olive, Milwaukee, 86.25; 
Trinity, East St. Louis, 10.66.— Total, $298.21. 

Synodical Building Fund. — Rev. R. Koch’s Congregation, Spring- 
ia Ark., $5.84; Trinity Church, East St. Louis, 7.11.— Total, 

2.95. 

Church Eatension Fund. — Congregations: Trinity, Oak Park, 
Ill., $50.00; Mount Olive, Milwaukee, 52.73. — Total, $102.73. 

American Luthcran Board for Relief in Europe. — Sunday-school, 
Grace Chureh, St. Louis, $50.00. 

Board of Support. — Congregations: Trinity, Oak Park, Ill., 
$120.00; Mount Calvary, Lancaster, Pa., 9.35; Trinity, Flatbush, 
Brooklyn, 15.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 4.97. — Tofal, $149.32. 

Mission in Brazil.— Miss E. B. Stiernke, Mount Olive Church, 
Milwaukee, $5.00. 

Mission in China. — Congregations: Trinity, Oak Park, IIL. 
$15.00; Trinity, Flatbush, Brooklyn, 5.00. Miss E. B. Stiernke, Mount 
Olive Church, Milwaukee, 5.00. — Total, $25.00. 

Deaf-muic Mission. — Trinity Church, Flatbush, Brooklyn, $5.00. 

Foreign Mission. — Cash, Buffalo, $1.00. D. M. L., Springdale, 
Ark., 850.00. Miss E. B. Stiernke, Mount Olive Church, Milwaukee, 
5.00. — Total, $856.00. - ; 

Forcign-tongue Mission in U. 8.— Trinity Chureh, Oak Park, 
Ill., $10.00. ‘ 

Immigrant Mission, — Trinity Chureh, Oak Park, TIL, $5.00. 

Jewish Mission. — Trinity Chureh, Oak Park, Ill, $5.00. 

Ministerial Education Fund. — Congregations: Trinity, Oak 
Park, Ill., $25.00; Mount Olive, Milwaukee, 63.33. — Total, $88.33. 

Negro Mission. — Trinity Church, East St. Louis, 52.13. 

Indigent Students. — Trinity Church, East St. Louis, $3.55. 

Lutieran Home for Feeble-mindcd and Epilcplics, Watertown, 
Wis. — Trinity Church, Oak Park, II1., $20.00. Sunday-school, Church 
of Our Redeemer, St. Louis, 25.00. — Total, $45.00. : 


Lutherans Sanitarium, Wheat Ridgc, Colo, — Congregations: 


- Trinity, Oak Park, I1l., $10.00; Redeemer, Fort Wayne, 206.50. — 
Total, $216.50. - 

\ “Walther League Wheat Ridge Sanilarium Dollar Colleotion. — 
Young People’s Society, Faith Church, Chicago, $34.50. 

Lutheran Deaconess Association, Fort Wayne, Ind, — Redeemer 
Church, Fort Wayne, $197.18. Miss E. B. Stiernke, Mount Olive 
Church, Milwaukee, 5.00.— T'olal, $202.18. 

Old Folics’ Home, Arlinglon Heights, JUl.— Trinity Chureh, Oak 
Park, Ill., $10.00. - 

Lutheran High School, Milwaukee, Wis. — Rev. J. C. Schmidt, 
Milwaukee, $10.00. 

Manual Training School for Boys and Girls, Addison, IU.—— 
Trinity Church, Oak Park, IIl., $35.00. 

City Mission, Chicago, IU. — Trinity Church, Oak Park, IIL, 
$30.00. 

Bethlehem Orphan Home, Fort Wadsworth, Staten Island, N.Y. 
— Trinity Church, Flatbush, Brooklyn, $72.74. 

Lutheran Orphan Howe, Des Peres, Mo. (Teacher's New Resi- 
dence). — Sunday-school, Grace Chureh, St. Louis, $50.00. Harry 
Lunte, Grace Church, St. Louis, 2.00.— Total, $52.00. 

New Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. — Miss E. B. Stiernke, 
Mount Olive Church, Milwaukee, $5.00. Gpanp Tota: $3,021.34. 

August 9, 1920. Cuas. H. DETTE, Treas., 

3035 Greer Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 





' ATLANTIC DISTRICT. 
- Received at the Treasury of the Atlantic District during July, 
1920: —s eee see ee 
Synodical Treasury, $533.56; Synodical ‘Building Fund, 415.49; 
Missions, 1,681.94; Miscellaneous, 2,862.80. — Total, $5,493.79. 
| sor + + OQ. Restin, Treas. 


CENTRAL DISTRICT. 

Received at the Treasury of the Central District during July, 
1920 | ra 
Missions, 3,818.93; Miscellaneous, 5,370.92.—Total, $12,400.49. 

RN ae poe _P. EB. Wor, Treas. 
: NEBRASKA: DISTRICT. :::-: 


| Received at the Treasury of the Nebraska District during July, 
1920: — 
Synodieal Treasury, $857.67 ; Svnodical Building Fund, 357.59; 
Missions, 9,529.49; Miscellaneous, 3,973.06.—7olal, $14,718.41. 
, A. SCHUELKE, Treas. 


50.00; Trinity, Flatbush, Brooklyn, 


Synodical Treasury, $2,359.68; Synodical Building Fund, 850.06; .. 
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NORTHERN ILLINOIS DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Northern [Illinois District dur- 
ing July, 1920: — 
Synodical ‘Treasury, $617.57; Synodical Building Fund, 150.16; 
Missions, 4,900.26; Miscellaneous, 4,857.22.—otal, $10,525.21. 
R. DemMSKE, Fin. Sce. 
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Anent the Referendum Inquiry. 


Our Publishing House is conducting a referendum inquiry ad- 
dressed to the elergy of Synod, and we would carnestly urge all pas- 
tors to send in their vote promptly on the postal card provided. 
This means of getting a verdict on the two questions submitted (the 
German Book of Forms and the German Sunday-school publications) 
is not inexpensive, but it is certainly as direct and fair as can be 
devised. Questions pertaining to the three professional publications 
for the ministry are to be submitted to their subscribers in the near 
future, and for that referendum, too, we would bespeak proper in- 
terest and cooperation. ConcorpIA PUBLISHING HOUSE, 

St. Louis, Mo. 











Advance of Price for “Witness” and “Lutheraner.” 


In accordance with synodical resolution the subscription price 
of the Lutneranx Wityess and Luthcraner has been advanced to 
$1.25 each, payable strictly in advance; in St. Louis (and in the sub- 
urban places served from the St. Louis post-office) and in foreign 
countries, including Canada, $1.50 per annum. The new price goes 
into effect on September 15, 1920. Up to then subscriptions will be 
aceepted at the old price, also renewals. Thus if your subscription 
expires on December 31, 1920, we will accept your renewal from De- 
eember 31, 1920, to December 31, 1921, at the old figure, provided 
the amount and order reach our office before noon of September 15, 
1920.— The combination price on Luthcrancr and WiTNEss is with- 
drawn altogether. ConcorDIA PuBLISHING HOUSE, 

: St. Louis, Mo. | 
i 
Change of Addresses. 


Rey. O. M. Burkhardt, Tampa, Kans. 

Rev. A. C. Cook, 116 FE. Eighth Ave. Gary, Ind. 

Rev. P. J. Gold, 296 Toledo Ave., Detroit, Mich. 

‘Rev. G. E. Hageman, $21 Summit Ave., Jersey City, N. J. 

Rev. H. Haserodt, 1627 E. 15th St., Oakland, Cal. 

Rev. G. Huebener, R. 2, Shawano, Wis. 

Rev. W. Huebner, R. 1, Rockwell City, Lowa. 

Rev. F. H. Kretzschmar, 107 Eighth St., N., Grand Rapids, Wis. 

Rev. L. J. Lemke, R. 1, Madelia, Minn. 

Rev. R. G. Long, 4121 Spokane Ave., Cleveland, O. 

saat ra | re 957 Middle Dr., Woodruff Pl., Indianapo- 
is, Ind. ; 

. S. E. Rathke, Auburndale, Wis. 

Rev. C. A. Romoser, 2205 G St., Granite City, III. 

Rev. C. F. W. Schulenburg, 519 Main St., Lebanon, Oreg. 

. P. E. Wagner, R. 5, Webster Groves, Mo. 

Rev. L. O. Walper, Sanborn, lowa. 

. W. P. Wilke, 619 Eighth St., Saskatoon, Sask., Can. 

Rev. C. G. Winter, North Prairie, Wis. 

P. Appelt, 4249 N. Western Ave., Chicago, III. 

Th. L. F. Definer, 1001 Washington St., Lincoln, Nebr. ° 

A. Th. Landsmann, Ute, lowa. 2 

¥. B. Miller, 85 Hall St., Akron, O. 

A. W. Stellhorn, 655 Polk St., Huntington, Ind. 

W. Zcile, 1423 Mullane St., Detroit, Mich. 











Important Notice to Contributors. 


By resolution of convention at Detroit, all matters in- 
tended for publication in the “Lutheran Witness” must be 
written in the English language. This includes official an- 
nouncements and notices. 

THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE. 





THE LUTHERAN WITNESS © 


Is an oficial organ of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missourl, Oblto, 
and Other States. It Is published biweekly, and Is edited by an Editorial 
Committee consisting of Prof. Th. Gracbner and Rey. Martin S., Sommer. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, $1.00 per annum. In St. Louls by mall or 
carrier, as well as in Canada and all other foreign countries, $1.25. 
Ficrrraed a eben — " 
ALL ARTICLES intended for publication In the paper should be addre 
to ev. M. S. Sommer, 3627 Ohio Aye.,, St Louls, Mo. — 
ALL CHURCH NEWS, Announcements, Acknowledgments. Notices, also 
. Books for Review, should be sent to Prof. Th. Gracbner, 8618 Texas Ave., 


St. L.outs, Mo. 
XEW SUBSCRIPTIONS may begin at any time. 
CUANGE OF ADDRESS |\s secured by giving both the new and the old 
* address, and that one week before the chauge is desired. 
AN AGENT Is desired io every town. Correspondence Invited. ; 
mare ge ane BUSINESS MATTER to CoNcorpdIA PUBLISHING HOUSE, 
ft. ou 3, oO. 7 -* 
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Luther and Blessed, Happy Childhood. © 


That kindest of all friends of children, that greatest 
lover of every child, Himself the best and sweetest child, 
our blessed Savior, Jesus Christ, said: “Suffer the little 
children to come unto Me and forbid them not, for of such 
is the kingdom of God.” And again He said: “Take heed 
that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto 
you that their angels do always behold the face of My Father 
which is in heaven.” ‘To know, to love, and to live with 
this their best. Friend, that is the sweetest and happiest 
experience of children. Parents who permit their children 
to live through childhood without knowing Jesus, without 
speaking of Him, without learning of His love and kindness, 
of His purity, and help, and power, do their children the 
greatest wrong. Who that has celebrated Christmas in a 
Christian home and in a Christian church will ever forget 
those bright moments and that heavenly light which shines 
into the life of children because of the Christ-child and His 
birth at Bethlehem. What! and we should deny to our 
children this light in their youth, this pure and heavenly 
joy, and permit them to go through their young years with- 
out the blessing that comes from knowing, believing, and 
loving those delightful and saving truths which the Bible 
tells about the Savior Jesus Christ? Let Christian parents 
beware lest in this cold, moncy-mad, and materialistic. world 
they despise the souls of their children and forget to give 
to them that spiritual attention which they. nced so much and 
through which they are made happy for time and eternity. 
Let us follow the example of our Savior, who took time even 
for the babies, and Iet us follow the example of our great 
leader, Martin Luther, who took time to compose Christian 
hymns and to sing them with his children, and who took 
time to write for them and for all children the Smali Cat- 
echism which our children study. Think of it! That man 
who wrote the great battle-hymn of the Church, “A Mighty 
Fortress Is Our God,” that man who as the champion of his 
fellow-Christians “bearded the lion in his den,” confessed 
Christ before emperor, princes, and lords, defied pope, Turk, 
and kings, that man wrote -the following little letter to his 
little boy, Hans Luther. It is true, it has often been printed 
before, but it is a classic gem which dare not be lost to us 
and to our children. We reprint it that by the grace of God 
through it the Lord Himself may warm our hearts with true 


Christian interest in the spiritual welfare of our children. 
Luther not only admonished us, he himself followed the 
Savior and also gave us a good example in giving time and 
attention to the little children and to their spiritual needs. 


LUTHER’S LETTER TO HIS LITTLE SON HANS. 
Grack AND Peace IN Curist, My Dear Boy: — 


‘ I am happy to know that you Icarn well and pray 
diligently. Do that, my child, and keep on; when I come 
home, 1 will bring you something fine from the fair. 

I know a beautiful, merry garden wherein are many 
children that wear golden coats and gather from the trees 
fine apples and pears, cherries and plums. ‘They sing, and 
skip, and are merry. ‘They also have beautiful little ponies 
with golden bridles and silver saddles. I asked the man of 
the garden whose children these are, and he told me they 
are little children who love to pray and learn and are good. 
Then I said: My dear sir, I, too, have a son, whose name 
is Hans Luther. May.he not also come into the garden that 
he also may eat these nice apples and pears, and ride such 
fine ponies, and play with these children? ‘The man said: 
If he loves to pray and learn his lessons and is a‘ good boy, 
he may come, and Philip and Jocelin may come too, and 
when they. are all here together, they also shall have fifes, 
drums, lutes, and all kinds of musical instruments, and they 
may dance, and shoot with little cross-bows. 

And he showed me there a beautiful, green meadow in 
the garden, arranged for games, and there were golden fifes, 
drums, and fine silver cross-bows. But it was still early, 
the children had not yet eaten, and, therefore, I could not 
wait to see them play, and I said: to the man: My dear sir, 
I will go at once and write of all of this to my little son, 
Hans, so that he may pray diligently, learn well, and be 
obedient, in order that he may also come into this garden. 
But he has an Aunt Lena whom he must bring along. ‘Then 
the man said: It shall be even so: go and write him this. — 
Therefore, my dear little son Hans, learn and pray boldly, 
and tell Philip and Jocelin that they may also learn and 
pray, then you will together come into this garden. .I com- 
mend you to Almighty God. Greet your Aunt Lena and 
kiss her for me. A.D, 1530. 


Your dear father, 
Martin. LUTHER. 
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Church Membership and Sociability. 


When Christians unite to form a congregation, they do 
so that they may together carry on that work of a Christian 
congregation which has been enjoined by our Lord and 
Master, Jesus Christ. That work is the teaching and proc- 
lamation of the Word of God and the administration of 
the Sacraments. Together these Christians then call and 
support a pastor in order that he may devote his entire time 
to the feeding of this flock of Christ. 

There exists between these Christians of a congregation 
a specific relation — they are brethren and sisters in the same 
household of faith. It is perfectly natural that members of 
such a congregation feel for one another a peculiar sympathy, 
interest, and friendship. They will also show one another 
more than ordinary courtesy, kindness, and helpfulness. They 
meet, not only at divine services, at the celebration of Holy 
Communion, and at the business mectings of the church, but 
also in a social way. Jt was so from the very beginning of 
the Christian Church. What we read of the first Christian 
congregation of the New Testament in the closing verses of 
‘the second chapter of Acts pictures to us that congregation 
as a body of people who entertained for one another sincere 
attachment, true charity, and genuine sympathy. We may 
still see all this in many Christian congregations to-day. 
The cordial good will that exists between the members often 
causes them to gather together, not only at public, divine 
services for the purpose of worship and of edification from 
the Word of God, but also at other times, for the purpose 
of cultivating sociability and enjoying certain temporal gifts 
of God together with those who receive all things from God 
gratefully and use them decently and temperately. ‘Thus 
Christ, our blessed Lord, when the thousands had followed 
Him into the desert to hear the Word of God, first of all, 
indeed, taught them the heavenly truth, but afterward also 
had them eat together. In our days we have often scen large 
numbers of Christians gather for a mission-festival or at a 
church dedication or for some other special service. Worship 
being over, we have seen them gather under the trees, in 
some hall, or in the basement of the church, to enjoy food 
and drink and social, fraternal intercourse. At synodical 
gatherings and at conferences we have found the brethren 
earnestly engaged in the work of the kingdom of Christ, but 
at the proper hour we have also seen them adjourn in one 
body and partake of physical refreshment. It is just at such 
times, when the restraints of a formal meeting have been 
removed, that Christians may move about freely, greet this 
one and that one, and converse with any brother or sister 
who may be present. It is just at such times that fraternal 
sociability may be cultivated, and that the sympathy, kind- 
ness, and friendliness which we entertain for our fellow- 
Christians may be manifested. ‘To such peaceful gatherings 
of Christians the words of the Psalmist may be applied: 
“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to 
dwell together in unity!” Ps. 133. 

This cordial and fraterna] intercourse is worth much to 
Christians. It is not the chief thing in a Christian congre- 
gation, but it is not to be despised. We all need society. 
We need socia] intercourse. Jesus Himself desired to have 
some of His disciples near by. He delighted in the company 
of His followers. Christians are repelled by the company of 
the vicious and the ungodly. Are we not expressly told 
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that the soul of just Lot was grieved by the wickedness, 
vice, and sin of the ungodly people among whom he lived? 
If a Christian hates vain thoughts, how can he enjoy hearing 
the sentiments of unbelief, of folly, of darkness, and of per- 
versity, which overflow from the lips of those whose heart 
is full of such depravity? A Christian must live here in 
this wicked world, and he must to a certain extent associate 
also with unbelievers, but association with these people can 
never become intimately fraternal. When Christians crave 
for fellowship and edification, they will seck the company 
of Christians. It is perfectly natural, therefore, also, that 
our young people, and even our older’people, women and men, 
form associations, socictics, and leagues, such as ladies’ 
aid socicties, men’s clubs, young people’s leagues, and that 
such organizations have suppers, outings, picnics, entertain- 
ments, etc. As long as these things do not displace or en- 
danger the chief purpose of a Christian congregation, and 
as long as all functions of this kind are conducted in a manner 
becoming Christians, that is, in an orderly, decent manner, with 
Christian moderation and decorum, they are not to be forbid- 
den ; in fact, they may prove blessings and are to be commended. 

But now, let all Christians remember that at no time 
dare any Christian forget that he is always to be sober and 
vigilant, because the devil is going about as a roaring lion 
seeking whom he may devour. It is possible also that false 
brethren, who “have crept in unawares,” wish to utilize these 
social functions in order to make propaganda for their ‘own 
little pet schemes. In this way malicious persons have often 
troubled congregations sorely. Vigilance is therefore still 
necessary. ven reasonable worldly people know what a 
chaperon is. Why is this? It is because even these unbe- 
lievers, if they are not entirely bereft of all decency and 
common sense, know that pleasures and dangers are near 
neighbors. If the world shows so much caution and prac- 
tises so much vigilance, are we Christians to imagine that 
we may meet to eat and to drink together, to have our chil- 
dren play together, to rejoice together, and to converse to- 
gether, without the least danger from the devil, or from 
the world, or from our own sinful flesh and blood? God 
preserve us from that delusion! Not only is there at such 
times danger that we fall into sin, but Christians have often 
upon such occasions fallen into grievous sins. St. Paul, in 
the 11th chapter of the First Epistle to the Corinthians, re- 
proves them sharply because of sins which had become prev- 
alent in that congregation just at such times, and warns 
them “not to come together unto condemnation.” 

Many years of experience have taught us which dangers 
we are to guard against. It will not be amiss to call attention 
to some of these. 

In the first place, there is always this danger, that young 
and weak Christians may so enjoy the outing, the supper, 
or the picnic that they come to regard these minor things 
as the chief things to be first of all desired. To counteract 
this danger, we must all, young and old, again and again 
call to mind the first and most important purpose of a con- 
gregation of Christians. . Sociability is by far not the chief 
thing in a Christian congregation. God’s Word and will, 
and the worship of God must always come first. 


Secondly : There is always the danger of excess. Games 
and pastimes, recreation and entertainment, even when they 
are innocent and proper, dare never be indulged in to excess. 
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The Christians are always to remember the seriousness of 
life. Intoxication of every kind is forbidden. Some little 
recreation, some little play, some innocent amusement, just 
enough. for physical refreshment and rest, so that we may 
come back invigorated for the real, earnest work of life, that 
much and no more is permissible. 

Thirdly: Because at times charges are made for the 
refreshments served or for conveyance, or for admission to 
an entertainment, and because there is a tendency with some 
_ to measure the success of any undertaking by these reccipts, 

there is the danger that the social event be given for the 
very sake of these financial returns. We are in constant 
danger here in this filthy, mammon-loving world of measuring 
everything in dollars and cents. We must be upon our guard 
against this vice. 

In the fourth place, when Christians, young or old, are 
gathered within or without a building, there is danger that 
some who possess much of this world’s goods make an in- 
diserect display of their superior earthly standing and wealth, 
and that those who have not these advantages feel a jealousy 
and envy of their more fortunate neighbors. ‘I'o tempt a per- 
son to jealousy is just as sinful as to feel jealousy. Here also 
we Christians should be upon our guard not to offend any one. 

In the fifth place, there is the danger of inviting worldly 
and ungodly people promiscuously to come and rejoice with 
us upon such occasions in order to make the crowd larger 
according to the saying, “The more, the merrier.” In this 
way many hope that the receipts will be increased and the 
enjoyment of the occasion improved. True enough, we need 
not upon such occasions drive from our midst one who is 
a relative of some member or who happens in, although he 
is not a member of the church, but neither are we to make 

. special efforts to get these people to come to our social 
gatherings. 
not given that we may enjoy the company of the worldly- 
minded, but they are given that Christians may in a Chris- 
tian manner enjoy sociability and the company of fellow- 
Christians. If others happen to be present, let them see how 
Christians enjoy social intercourse in a God-pleasing manner. 

- In the sixth place, those who have charge of these events 
should watch that nothing which is of bad repute and may 
justly be offensive, much less anything sinful, such as raffles, 
improper jests, etc., be permitted. 

If there are no precautions taken to avoid such scandals 
and sins, then it will come to pass that the salt will lose its 
savor and will be fit for nothing but to be thrown upon the 
ground.and to be trodden under foot of men. If a Christian 

congregation serves the lusts of the flesh, the lusts of the 
eyes, and the pride of life, then its very pretense of being 
a salt makes it worse than useless. \ 

Let us, therefore, not be ignorant of the devil’s devices, 
but watch and be sober lest the evil foe gain an advantage 
over us. We know full well that some who are heedless mean 
well, but we also know that the very best of intentions without 
knowledge and skill have caused the most distressing disasters. 

The Lord give us understanding in all things! 

Just as we are finishing this article, there comes to our 
desk a book on young people’s societies by Prof. E. H. Engel- 
brecht. Do not fail to read what we have written of this 
book under “New Publications.” It is the very thing which 
we need upon this subject. Ss. 


These social gatherings among Christians are ° 
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The Increasing Need of Young Lutherans 
in Church-Work. - 


(Epttorras. Note. — At the Walther League convention in Evans- 
ville, Ind., a brief address was made by Mr. John W. Boehne, which 
we have been requested to give space in our paper. We are glad to 
accede to this request, mainly for the sake of our non-Missouri Synod 
readers, who may here inform themselves on the stand which rep- 
resentative laymen take towards our synodical emphasis on doctrine 
and on the Christian week-day school. Mr. Bochne is a prominent 
manufacturer in the city of Evansville, of which he has been mayor. 
He served two terms in Congress, and is now a director of the Federal 
Reserve Bank in St. Louis, Mo. In his address, Mr. Boehne quoted 
freely from Rev. Wenchel’s recent WitTNeEss article on the need of 
Christian day-schools; this portion is omitted below.) 


The need of young Lutherans in church-work is self- 
evident. ‘The very present and future existence of our dearly 
beloved Lutheran Church and the pure orthodox Lutheran 
doctrine depends on the earnest and steadfast devotion to 
our cause of our young Lutherans. The generation that has 
kept the true faith in the past is rapidly being called to their 
reward, and the responsibility of piloting the Church through 
a safe channel in the future will depend on the young men 
and women of to-day. ~ 

It therefore behooves all young Lutherans of both sexes 
to be active in all church-work, not only for the pleasure 
obtained thereby, but for the love of God, and in appreciation 
of the many blessings He has bestowed upon us through 
His Church, and, furthermore, that the true Biblical Chris. 
tian doctrine our Church stands for may be preserved and 
delivered unadulterated to future generations. 

Every young Lutheran should exert all the ability and 
influence he possesses towards building up and extending the 
kingdom of God. If this were done, how much’ could be 
accomplished, and how easily many of our difficulties could 
be overcome! Indifference is the cause of many of our 
failures, and indifference to God and His Word will not 
remain unpunished. 

The duty of every young Lutheran is regularly to attend 
divine services in the house of worship, to hear the Word 
of God preached; and no true and earnest young Lutheran, . 
when the Gospel is preached, will absent himself without 
sufficient cause. How encouraging it must be to a minister 
to see every pew filled when he, as the ambassador of Christ, 
delivers his message! . 

The Walther League is doing a great work, and the 
service it is rendering to the Church should be more appre- 
ciated and supported. As long as you remain true to your 
motto and your aim to be of service to our Church in her 
great work here on earth, God’s blessing will surely be with 
you, because, after all, in the last analysis, everything depends 
on the blessings from above. 

And what is the great work that our Church is en- 
gaged in? Is it not to bring souls to Christ, our Savior? 
And where is the most fruitful field for activities? Is it 
not the bringing of our children lo Christ while in their 
tender youth? ‘Jesus did not say in vain, “Feed My lambs.” 
Now the question: arises, How can God’s lambs, our children, 
best be given the spiritual food God wants them to have? 

This opens a subject that I would like to dwell upon 
briefly, viz., the Christian ‘day-school, where our children are 
not only taught the necessary elementary branches, but, above 
all, where they receive instruction in the true Christian re- 
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ligion, which, after all, establishes the most enduring founda- 
tion for good citizenship. 

The Christian day-school has been the very instrument 
that has built up our Lutheran Church. It is a jewel that 
cannot be overestimated, and God’s command to us Christians 
can best be exccuted when every congregation maintains a 
Christian day-school. 

Our young people can and should be of great assistance 
in this noble work. We fully realize that this institution 
is a thorn in the eyes of Satan and his disciples, the world, 
and if it were in their power, this valuable asset of ours 
would be destroyed. But with the help of God the enemies 
Ied by Satan shall fail. 

The value and the influence of a Christian day-school 
is evidenced by your presence here to-day. I would inquire 
how many of you who.are present here representing this 
fine organization, dedicated to the service of our Church, 
would be here to-day were it not for the training most of 
you received in parochial schools? 

Take this thought home with you, and wherever in your 
congregations there is yet no parish school, by all means 
agitate and work for the establishment of one, and God will 
bless your efforis. 

1 am glad of the privilege of being a humble member 
of a congregation that has always realized the necessity and 
appreciates the value of a Christian day-school —a congre- 
gation that has, for seventy-five years, been blessed with 
ministers and teachers who have not been indifferent, but 
who have been zealous in the cause of giving our youth 
proper religious training. God grant that our Church may 
never deviate from the ‘true Lutheran practise she has been 
the exponent of in this city for three quarters of a century! 


‘‘Watchman, What of the Night?’’ 


The “night” is the night of the seventy-year captivity 
of the Jews in the land of Babylonia. It was a dark night 
indeed, seventy years of slavery for God’s chosen people; 
they had become hewers of wood and drawers of water in 
a strange land. 

And now the Prophet Isaiah hears a voice concerning 
this night, concerning Judah’s affliction and suffering. He 
hears it “out of Seir.” It came from the rough, mountainous 
region southeast of Judea, where the Edomites, the children 
of Esau, dwelt. “Watchman, what of the night?” 

This was not a call of sympathy. It was not an inquiry 
of anxious compassion and regard for Isracl’s affliction; no, 
it was a question of spite, it was an insulting slur upon the 
religion and faith and hope of the Jews. “Watchman, what 
of the night? Watchman, what of the night?” It was a 
sarcastic taunt over Israel’s calamity. 

Let us note that these children of Esau were the bitterest 
enemies of the children of Isracl. It was in the very blood 
of an Edomite to despise the children of Jacob, to insult 
them and their faith and religion, and to hurt and annoy 
them in every possible way. When Nebuchadnezzar overran 
Jerusalem, though the Edomites themselves suffered at his 
hands, they cagerly joined in to deepen the ruin which he 
brought upon the city of David, crying: “Raze it — raze it 
to the very foundation !” 
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And so in the evil and destruction which, the prophet 
anticipates, will come over Judah, he hears them calling: 
“Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, what of the 
night?” 

But God, who sces through the gloom, and whose vision 
pierees every night, put this answer into the mouth of the 
Prophet Isaiah: “The watchman said, The morning cometh, 
and also the night.” Yes, the night will come; Isracl will 
be deported into a strange land, and her cities and femples 
will be destroyed. But a morning will come. Babylon will 
have to give up her slaves, and Zion will be rebuilt. 

And the morning did come. After a captivity of seventy _ 
years the Jews were permitted to return to their own land. 
The city of David was rebuilt, and Mount Moriah again 
crowned with a glorious temple, and the sons of Jacob once 
more rejoiced in the administration of governors of their 
own faith and blood. 

There is, however, not only an Isracl according to the 
flesh, but also an Israel according to the spirit, and there 
is an dom not of Esau’s blood. There is the Church of 
God, and there is the godless world, Israel and the Edomites, 
the latter hating and despising the Church and rejoicing 
over her afflictions and adversities. 

When the Church first went down from that secluded 
upper hall that witnessed the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
on the day of Pentecost, she was full of glad hopes of victory 
and triumph. But years of darkness ensued, years of conflict 
and suffering. The Church saw her sons and daughters mur- 
dered by the thousands, while those who remained she saw 
driven to the mountains, the deserts, the dens, and the caves 
of the earth. Within her own bosom there cropped up 
heresies, much worldliness, and much ungodliness. Yes, the 
Isracl according to the spirit remained a little flock amidst 
beasts of prey; she remained a weary pilgrim in an enemy’s 
country, a homeless stranger in a persecuting world. “If ye 
were of the world, the world would love his own; but because 
ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the 
world, therefore the world hateth you.” John 15,19. And to 
this day Esau taunts and mocks Jacob; to this day, from 
the mountains of Scir, out of the unbelief of the world, comes 
the snecring call, “Watchman, what of the night?” What 
of those hopes, Church? Where is the promise of His coming, 
Church? But the answer of the Church is, “The morning 
cometh.” He who delivers is not far. Jesus is coming with 
everlasting glory and happiness. 

’ Every true believer is a suffering Jacob, and every un- 
believer is a scoffing Esau. Every true believer would fain 
be holy, as his Lord requires him to be: “Ye shall be holy, 
for I thé Lord, your God, am holy.” Yet he is driven every 
day to pray: “O God, forgive me my many transgressions.” 
Every true believer would fain be perfect, as His Lord re- 
quires him to be: “Be ye therefore perfect even as your 
Father which is in heaven is perfect.” But every day there 
are sins and faults. Every, Christian would fain be strong 
in faith, as his Lord requires him to be, but always there 
are doubts and misgivings. | 

And Esau contributes what he can to increase the Chris- 
tian’s pain and sorrow. He leads him to sin and trans- 
gression; he would have him doubt and mistrust. He laughs 
and taunts, and mocks and snecrs. 

But the answer of the believer from the Word of God is, 
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“The morning cometh.” The day will come when there will 
be no more transgressions, no more sins, no more mistakes. 
We are journeying to a place concerning which the Lord 
said, I will give it to you. “And there shall be no night 
there.” In the presence of tlie Lord there is only light, and 
everlasting glory, and perfection. 

“Watchman, what of the night?” Oh, how many people 
there are in the world to-day who are calling out of the depth 
of their soul, “Watchman, what of the night?” Will the 
morning never come? Five years of night, five years of 
suffering, five years of bloodshed and crics and tears, and 
now unrest and confusion on every hand — 

One thing is certain, “The morning cometh.” “The 
Lord will not always chide, nor will He keep His anger 
forever. Like as a father piticth his children, even so the 
Lord pitieth them that fear Him.” Yes, what is God’s 
morning of the awful night now hovering over the carth? 
My friends, when one has learned to pray who has hitherto 
not prayed; when one goes to hear the Word of God who 
has hitherto despised it; when one believes in his heart who 
has hitherto not done so, that is the light that God is flashing 
here and there through the darkness and gloom now enfolding 
the earth. 

Is there a “night” darkening your soul? Perhaps the 
night of unbclicf? Oh, then listen to the call of Zion’s 
watchman: “He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved.” Or the night of an evil conscience and sins un- 
forgiven? ‘Then listen to the Watchman calling: “Come 
unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.” Or perhaps the fear of the last night? Then 
think of the morning. 

Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing cyes, 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies; 


Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me! 


Mitchell, Ont. ALBERT DEDE. 


After Detroit— What? 


There is only one thing that needs now properly to be 
attended to, and that is, the report of the decisions of Synod 
must be brought before the individual congregations in such 
an intelligent manner that not only will the members become 
acquainted with the decisions of Synod, but will also be im- 
bued with a spirit to carry out their part of the work. Many 
a good decision of a Delegate Synod has failed to meet ex- 
pectations, not because the decision might have been better, 
but because the delegates failed to win the hearty support 
and cooperation of their congregations for the measure. 

A word to the delegates: You worked hard, you worked 
faithfully during those stirring days in Detroit, but your 
work was not finished when you cashed in your traveling 
expenses from the circuit which you represented. To crown 
your work you must now be ready to appear before these 
congregations in their monthly meetings, or. better still, in 
the assembly of as many of the communicant members as 
‘ean be gathered, and there make your report, make it with 
sufficient detail to be of interest and with an abundance of 
vim to make it convincing, that those very members who are 
hearing you are in Christian duty bound to lend their moral 
and financial support to the achieving of the splendid goal 
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set by their delegate in the Synod. Mr. Delegate, do not 
consider your work fully completed until you have done your 
utmost before every congregation of your circle to win their 
cooperation, and until you can tell yourself that as far as 
your circle is concerned the decisions of the Synod will be 
carried out to the Ictter. 

A word to the congregations: Do not consider your duty 
fully discharged when you instructed the treasurer of the 
congregation to pay your pro rata towards defraying the 
traveling expenses of the delegate. You want your money’s 
worth; well, sec to it that you get it. Invite your delegate 
to appear before you in your meeting of the voting members, 
ask him to address the entire congregation, be ready to mect 
him, and insist on hearing him. aAnd, having heard him, 
be ready to do your full share during the coming three years 
to carry out the full program of the most important, most 
progressive, most harmonious, most joyous Synod of 1920. 

The Southern Lutheran. 


Eniturial. 


Do Not Despise Luther! — “Little Brother Martin” was 
one of those “weak things of the world” through which God con- 
founded “the things which are mighty.” Pope Leo X made the 
mistake of despising that “Little Brother Martin.” Cardinal 
Cujetan made the same mistake. The popes and the cardinals 
have long since discovered their mistake and regretted it bit- 
terly. They realize to-day that no onc has ever done the peculiar 
business of the papacy so much damage as that “Little Brother 
Martin.” Luther himself pointed out this mistake of Pope Leo, 
and said that his own insignificance had led the Pope to despise 
him and to adjudge the Reformation in its beginning a mere 
monks’ quarrel. Thus the little fire that was not quenched be- 
came a great conflagration. | 

Sad to say, there were also many Protestants in tho days - 
of Luther who underestimated the Reformer. God had raised 
up for His people a leader according to His own heart. With 
him, under God, they would have fared well, but pride and 
fanaticism blinded them and prevented them from showing a 
united front to the enemy under the leader whom God had 
provided. 

Would to God that Protentants to-day, or at least all Lu- - 
therans, would profit by these mistakes! But even to-day there 
are still Lutherans, not to speak of other Protestants, who do 
not estimate Luther properly. Some of them admire his hero- 
ism, his courage, and his success. They may go so far as to 
laud one or two of his hymns or one to half a dozen of his say- 
ings, but all this falls far short of the proper recognition of the 
Reformer whom the Lord Jesus Himself gave to His Church. 
Every Lutheran minister ought to be a diligent student of Lu- 
ther’s writings, and every Lutheran layman ought to learn that 
no man has been a clearer, more forcible, and a more popular 
teacher of blessed Bible-truths than Martin Luther. If things 
were as thcy should be, Lutheran ministers and laymen would 
not wait to get a scrap now and then from Luther’s writings, 
but they would insist, demand, beg, and plead to have more of 
that man’s writings for themselves and for their families. Neg- 
lect of Luther and an underestimation of his teaching is the 
cause of Protestantism’s halting and slow strides, of many of 
its severe losses, and its present contemptible position in the 
sight of the world and of Rome. 

My dear reader, you certainly do not doubt that God blessed 
Luther above many others, and if you will read and study his 
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writings, whether you are a pastor or a layman, you will also 
discover that through Luther God intends to bless you. We 
cannot say more than this on this subject at the present time, 
but we do wish and pray that this matter of a genuine revival 
of the study of Luther might receive the attention which it de- 
serves. We Missourians need it, all Lutherans need it, all Prot- 
estants need it, the world necds it, and Rome—fears it. Nothing 
better for Protestantism could happen and no greater damage 
could be done the nefarious business of the Antichrist than that 
we all become real, genuine students of the Bible and of Luther. 
God speed the day! S. 

“The Sacrifice of Fools.” — Here is a card distributed at 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, during a recent revival: “Special Night at 
the Tabernacle. Come and look on. Friday night is ‘Laboring 
Men’s Night.’ Ushers, Preachers, Song-leader, Men in Choir 
will wear Overalls. Come and See the Fun.” 

And here is a newspaper report (Cedar Rapids Times) of 
the revival. We quote a few sentences: “Laughter reigns 
throughout the congregation a greater part of the time. Sun- 
day night the first fit of mirth was caused by Rev. Aldrich 
serenely enting his evening meal of fried leg of chicken and 
sandwiches behind the pulpit. He was so unselfish as to share 
his fare with the singer. Later, as he was telling in inimitable 
accents of the time when Moses came down from the mountain, 
carrying the stone tablets of the Law, he pranced back and forth 
on the platform carrying a chair on his shoulder. At the point 
where Moses threw down the tablets of stone, he brought the 
chair down upon the fldor with such force that the legs were 
broken to bits. Needless to say, this was one more reason for 
laughing.” In a similar manner the story of Elijah’s altar and 
the altar to Baal was illustrated. “When arranging Elijah’s 
sacrifice, he pulled off his oxford and placed that upon the pile 
of wood as an offering. When the crowd laughed at his antics, 
he explained that a shoe was the nearest thing to a cow he could 
find there.” 

: Years ago Robert Ingersoll used to tour the country, ridi- 

culing the Bible. Now evangelists (Rev. Aldrich is represent- 
ative of an entire class) bring disgrace upon the sacred Book 
and upon .the believers in its teachings. One might, at first 
glance, believe that the Cedar Rapids fellow is simply demented, 
but the readers of these columns know that exhibitions of this 
kind are becoming rather common, and they know, too, that the 
itch for notoriety is the prompting cause. Sam Jones opened 
the mine years ago, which was then so successfully worked by 
Billy Sunday, who was the first Protestant preacher to get up 
on a chair and yell “Lobster! Lobster! Lobster!” Now we 
have farcical acting-out of the very Bible-stories themselves. 
What a joy such doings must bring to the heart of a scoffer! 
And here were Christians gathering for “divine service.” 

A brother in Cedar Rapids writes us that Eccl. 5,1 might 
be quoted in connection with the affair: “Keep thy foot ... be 
more ready to hear than to give the sacrifice of fools.” The text 
is very much to the point. It reminds Christians of the true 
purpose of churchgoing, and the term “sacrifice of fools,” so 
puzzling to some, receives new meaning from the revival held 
at Cedar Rapids. G. 

The Interchurch Movement continues to justify the name 
bestowed upon it by Dr. F. Pieper, “a Protestant Mystery of 
Iniquity.” Indeed, the parallel with the Roman Mystery is 
growing closer, if anything. When the papacy during the thir- 


teenth century was represented by three heads, each cursing the " 


two others, one might have said that the papacy was dead; yet 
it lived. Interchurch officially died June 28 when by resolution 
its financial campaign was abandoned, the officers resigned, and 
discontinuance notices were sent to all members of the staff. 
However, a meeting of the “General Committee” and of certain 
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“denominational leaders” was announced for July g 
informed that this meeting, conducted behind closeq doors, re- 
solved to continue the movement. Some of tho Space i its 
offices has been sublet, and the daily papers contained the fol- 
lowing statement of Dr. Fowler, one of the officials: — 

“We are simply.subletting the space not required for our 
work. Our willingness to sublease our surplus space must not 
be misinterpreted. All the denominations represented in this 
great movement are cooperating closely. Not a single one has 
withdrawn, and all have expressed their willingness to do all in 
their power to advance the interests of the world-wide campaign 
adopted heretofore and announced by the Executive Committee 
of the Interchurch World Movement. This includes the Pres 
byterian Church.” | 

This statement, widely circulated and undoubtedly genuine, 
leaves one almost speechless. *All denominations represented 
cooperating closely,” “not a single one has withdrawn,” “this in- 
cludes the Presbyterian Church” — when the Presbyterians have 
in General Assembly voted their withdrawal, and the Baptists 
did so likewise! How are we to reconcile these facts with the 
statement of the movement’s official? Undoubtedly, the vote of 
the “denominational leaders,” at the meeting of July 8, to con- 
tinue the movement, is here referred to as “close cooperation,” 
and because these few men decided to go on, it is asserted that 
“not a single denomination has withdrawn.” What have we 
here if not a papistical man-rule in the Protestant Church, an 
arrogation, on the part of some self-chosen few, of the rights of 
congregations and synods? The Presbyterian states with regret 
that two members of the Presbyterian Church were present at 
the meeting of July 8, and that one of these “accepted a position 
on the cominittec of fifteen, who are to work out plans by which 
to resurrect this decomposing corpse.’ The paper remarks: ° 
“The fact that one hundred and fifty persons — non-representa- 
tives —can get together and plan and arrange to involve ten 
million people in moral and financial obligations, is another 
evidence that the Church and the times are afflicted with a body 
of those who think ‘we are the people, and wisdom will die 
with us.’ The only good which can come out of all this is to 
awaken and teach some innocent and well-disposed people to 
beware of wild-cat conceited projects, which dream in millions 
and fail in millions. May God deliver His Church from the 
repetition of such audacity !” G. : 

The Unitarian Church Disowning Christ. — In the cen- 
sus reports the Unitarian Church is listed among the Protestant 
denominations. With what right is difficult to say. Unitarian- 
ism by its very name declares its dissent from the cardinal 
Christian doctrine that in God there are three Persons—Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. For the Trinitarianism (doctrine of the 
Trinity) of the evangelical denominations it asserts a Uni- 
tarianism. It says that Jesus is not. God, and that there is 
no such personality as the Holy Spirit. Our fathers used to 
call people of this kind infidels. And that, precisely, is what 
they are. The Unitarians are a non-Christian sect. Yet they 
hold membership in the various ministerial associations, and 
their pastors are invited to preach in Reformed pulpits. Hence 
there is need of some statement regarding present-day Unitarian 
teaching. Either the Reformed sects have become spiritually 
allied to the Unitarians, or the latter have in late years become 
more evangelical. Let us see. . 

Out in Fresno, Cal., the Rev. Thomas Clayton preached a 
sermon last Christmas Day which may stand as a summary of 
the Unitarian doctrine and a fair representative of its spirit. 
That doctrine is anti-Biblical and that spirit is anti-Christian. 
We quote from the sermon: “Fewer lives‘of Jesus are now 
written than fifty years ngo; far less poetry and art are devoted 
to him; his personality is slowly fading from view. Literary 


» and we are 
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criticism, constantly probing into the foundation of the Gospel- 
stories, weakens their force and reality, until men feel that they 
know but little of the actual person who founded the Christian 
| religion.” It is evident that the Rev. Clayton really believes 
that scholars to-day still accept certain theories about the origin 
of the Gospels which had such vogue thirty years ago. He docs 
not know that the theories of Cheyne and Wellhausen are held 
to-day only by certain “irreconcilables” among the higher critics, 
but have been given up by true scholars. But this by the way. 
Rey. Clayton continues: “Wherein, then, can Jesus serve as 2 
religious leader in our modern life? Not as a ‘Divine, or 
‘Supernatural’ person, for such a conception of him renders his 
example of no effect; for men are not aiming to be gods, but 
just fully fledged humans.” Jesus was not even an original 
“religious genius.” No; “every great principle of religion and 
ethics known to Jesus was derived by him and his race from the 
preexisting religions of the ancient world.” “We have passed 
beyond his program. Our ‘heaven’ is to be on earth, while Jesus 
said, ‘My kingdom is not of this world” With us, all humanity 
is in the family of God, — but Jesus told his disciples, ‘Ye are 
‘ not of this world, even as I am not of this world.’” And so on. 
Blasphemy, denial, disownment of Jesus the Christ, the living 
Son of God, the God-man; the position of those whom John in 
his first letter refers to as follows: “Who is a liar but he that 
denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist that denieth 
the Father and the Son; whosoever denieth the Son, the same 
hath not the Father.” Unitarianism is anti-Christian, is in- 
fidelity. 

In its more advanced spokesmen it is atheistic. Having 
denied the Son, it explicitly also denies the Father. The Chris- 
tian Register (Unitarian) recently said that “God is only part 
of the great democracy,” and mankind is greater than “all that 
is called God.” God, if He exists, is without authority. Thereby 
the very essence of God is denied. 

One and all, Unitarians deny the snetentiont of the Bible 
and the atoning work of Christ. In a recent book (Humanism 
ain New England Theology) Dr. G. A. Gordon, of Boston, says 
that the doctrine that Jesus died a sacrificial death for the sins 
of the world is to be classified with “religious pathology,” —a 
learned way of saying that this, the chief and cardinal doctrine 
of the Christian religion, is an outgrowth of discased ae 
is a crazy notion. ; 

Unfortunately, the Reformed churches — Methodists, Hes. 
tists, Presbyterians, and others — have to a great extent become 
Unitarian in doctrine. Their fraternizing, in pulpit and con- 
ference, with Unitarians is merely the outward token of the sad 
inner apostasy. G. 

Unitarianism and the Jewish View of Jesus. — The val- 
uation which Unitarians place upon Jesus is exactly that in 
which He is held by the modern Jew. In-a book written by 
a Jew and entitled, A Jewish View of Jesus (Macmillan Co.), 
occur the following passages: — 

“That Jews, whether modern or ancient, Reformed or 
Orthodox, do not acknowledge the divinity of Jesus, is known 
to all.... Only in as far as all humanity is divine, formed in 

‘the divine image with divine possibilities, can the Jew associate 
the idea of divinity with Jesus. It is commonly understood that 
the acceptance of Jesus as divinity is quite out of the question 
for the Jew.” “But do the Jews of to-day, or any part of them, 
find ‘it possible to accept Jesus as the Messiah? The answer is 
that they do not find it possible so to do. And for the renson 
that the ideas associated in the Jewish mind with the Messiah 
not only were left unrealized by Jesus, but have remained un- 
fulfilled: to this day.” “The Jews still hope for the Messianic 
Age; it still forms the acme of their religious ideal; they still 
wonder when and how it may come; they aro still unable to be- 
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lieve that the Messiah has come.” “On the other hand, the 
modern Jew realizes the ethical power and spiritual beauty of 
Jesus. In this regard, Jesus takes his place among the noble 
teachers of morality and heroes of faith Israc] has produced.” 
“Among the great and the good that the human race has pro- 
duced, none has even approached Jesus in universality of appeal 
and sway. The Jew cannot help glorying in what Jesus thus 
fur has meant to the world; nor can he help hoping that Jesus 
may yet serve as a bond of union between Jew and Christian, 
once his teaching is better known and the bane of misunder- 
standing at last is removed from his words and his ideal.” ‘The 
modern Jew deplores the tragic death of Jesus.... Yet, Jesus 
died as the true idealist is ever ready to die, with his ideals un- 
touched, uncomprehended, but uncowed, with a faith in that 
Spirit of which he over felt himself a child and a part, whose 
sway he had sought to spread, and in whose keeping he felt safe. 
And who knows whether it was not by this very death that Jesus 
gained his immortality, that he won his ascendency over human 
hearts, and an impcrishable place in the affections of mankind? 
The modern Jew would rather Jesus had not died as he did, but, 
after all, physical death is nothing compared to the eternal life 
of the spirit; and as for martyrs, Jewish history has known 
them without number.” 

These statements are highly illuminating in more than one 
way. In the first place, the close parallel with the Unitarian 
position, and with the position of all Reformed preachers who 
have fallen away from historic Christianity, must be noted. 
Observe that the Jew, like the infidel Protestant preacher, holds 
that Jesus was in no special sense divine; that the “Messianic 
hopes” of Israel were not fulfilled in Jesus, and that only as 
the race continues to evolve upward the “Kingdom” will be 
realized; that this will be accomplished by acceptance of the: 
“ideals,” the “morality” of Jesus; and that Christian theology 
is really based on a misunderstanding of the teachings of our 
Lord. In all these negations, the modern Jew, the Unitarian, 
and the apostatized among the Protestant preachers, editors, 
and theologians, agree. In the second place, note that all these 
enemies of Christ praise Him as a great hero, as a sublime 
martyr, as one whose pure life and noble intentions have “en- 
shrined Zim in the hearts of men.” Yet those who so praise 
Him are, indeed, His enemies. The Pharisees caused Him to 
be crucified because He “made Himself the Son of God.” The 
modern opponent of our Lord has less excuse than they, because 
the monumental testimony of nineteen Christian centuries is 
ignored by the Unitarian of our day; he sins against better light 
than the Pharisee had. Let us not be deceived when those who 
attempt to rob our Lord of His divinity and Messiahship praise 
Him as a good man. Such praise is the highest blasphemy. 
Jesus distinctly announced Himself as the promised Messiah 


‘and unmistakably declared His eternal Sonship. By asserting 


that He was mere man, though a good and noble one, He is de- 
clared either self-deceived or a wilful deceiver. But He will 
come again and pronounce judgment upon His enemies, whether 
they be Jews or pretended Christians, who will then bend the 
kuee in terror which they refused to bow in faith. G. 

The Modern Dance. — First the waltz, then the tango, 
then the turkey trot, the fox trot, and the one step, and now the 
final abomination, the shimmy dance. One hates to mention 
these more recent public stimulations of fleshly desire (they are 
nothing less) even by name. To describe them is utterly out of 
the question. We have seen them in certain motion picture 
films shown in a public high school as interludes of otherwise 
unobjectionable pictures (advertised as “wholesome and instruc- 
tive”) given for the entertainment of the pupils and their par- 
ents, and we have heard descriptions of them by those who 
visited certain cabarets. We have heard young men on the 
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street-car tell of their experiences and sensations when return- 
ing from a “good time” at a dancing pavilion, we have read 
statements of social workers and medical men, and we cannot 
refrain from saying that pastors and parents and all who have 
the supervision of our youth must continue to take a definite, 
if necessary, public stand against this training-school for forni- 
cation, this revolting cructation from the brothel, the modern 
dance. 

In the Nebraska State Journal, Dr. Brady, speaking mercly 
as a medical man, recently said this about the modern dance in 
a “Health Talk”: “The very music of the modern dance is in- 
decent. It has come by degrees, this jazz music, and the rotten 
style of dancing which goes with it. Of course, they couldn’t 
drag such a thing directly from the brothel to the near-respect- 
able dancing academy; they sneaked it in through the back 
door, by way of the cabaret. 

“These licentious dances accompanied with jazz music are 
ruinous to health in a great many instances, because they break 
down the moral restraints and lead to deplorable disasters. 

“Even if the young man indulging in jazz dancing is 
morally impeccable, he suffers, nevertheless, a physical injury 
which becomes apparent enough and often brings him to the 
physician for treatment. No doubt, the upright young woman 
who acquires the habit of jazz suffers greater injuries — and 
the disturbances which follow are readily sea iia by 
women who undertake to advise her. 

“The demoralization of young men and young women which 
this lecherous importation is working cannot fail to lower the 
respect of the male sex for the female sex, and Heaven knows 
too many men consider the sex of their mothers legitimate prey 
to lust as it is.” 

Dr. Brady writes as a physician, and he writes with much 
constraint. We repeat that the details of the jazz-shimmy com- 
bination cannot be stated in print. Our fathers used to warn 
against the dangerous intimacies of the waltz, its close embraces, 
its appeal to sex. In the modern dance there is no longer mere 
intimacy or appeal, there is utter shamelessness, and that which 
was merely contact even in the tango has, in the up-to-date 
forms of dancing, developed into a mere indecent wriggle which 
no longer partakes of the motion of a dance, but is a nauseat- 
ingly frank exposition of things of which it is a shame to speak. 

Because of the revolting character of the newer forms of 

dancing, one is reluctant to spenk out on the subject. Yet the 
evil has grown to such proportions, so generally is the youth in 
our American cities, and their elders as well, even in the “best 
‘eircles,” contaminated with the indecencics of these dances, 
that the warning “not to be conformed to the world” must now 
be emphasized with special reference to these seductions, lest our 
young people (and their elders, too) be seared in their con- 
science through indulgence in them and bo ruined in body and 
soul. Some tract that can speak plainer than we care to do in 
this paper scems called for, and our parish papers ought not to 
be silent on the matter. The old dances were warned against in 
our literature with great plainness of speech. Yet these were 
objectionable only because they were sources of temptation. 
The modern dance is no longer temptation to sin, it is undeni- 
ably indulgence in fleshly lust, and those who participate are 
guilty of an immoral practise. Shall Christians defilo them- 
selves with its abominations? G. 

“Elk Hullabaloo a Great Success.” — “Vamps Big Fea- 
ture of Show for Blind,” was the main heading in the Times- 
Picayune report, followed by: “Elks’ Hullabaloo Proves Huge 
Success.” The report was accompanied by two cuts showing 
certain women called “Baby Vamps,” who were featured as the 
“Cabaret de Vamp” in the “Hullabaloo” given by the New 
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Orleans Elks for the benefit of the Louisiana Commission for 
the Blind on Sunday, August 9, at a public park. . 

The letter “B” in the name of the order, “B. P. O. E.,” 
stands for “Benevolent.” In its earlier years an actors’ benefit 
socicty, the word “Benevolent” in its name was a reference to 
the help which the members of the Elks were ready to offer to 
stranded members of the actors’ profession. In its reorganized 
form the order has retained its undeniable emphasis on sensual 
enjoyment, but it has added an appeal to wider circles by stress- 
ing the “B” as a token of good will and general helpfulness. Its 
principle is: Enjoy life and help others enjoy it; then, on the — 
first Sunday in December, we gather at the church-yard or in 
a church and conduct a Memorial Service for the year’s dead. 
Each Elk is ealled blessed; he has gone to the reward which he 
gained through “B.” 

For instance, the New Orleans Hullabaloo. It was a great 
success. Hundreds of pretty girls, says the report, sold you 
chances on dolls, candy, hats, ete. A dozen dice games were 
running, and “the police permitted the gaming because its pro- 
ceeds went for a worthy cause.” There was a vaudeville and a 
circus; but the great attraction were the “Baby Vamps.” What 
is a vamp? ‘The word is an abbreviation of “vampire.” Some 
thirty years ago Rudyard Kipling wrote a poem entitled “The 
Vampire,” in which he describes the ruin brought on men by 
adulterous women. The word was next applied to certain mo- 
tion picture actresses who make a specialty of representing 
scheming, often murderous, adulteresses. It was abbreviated, 
and the word “vamp” now stands for a woman in good circles 
who makes a business of seducing husbands. Well, at the Elks’ 
show they had the Baby Vamps, young women who tried their 
best, according to the newspaper story, to outdo the Midnight 
Follies of Mr. Ziegfeld of 42d Strect, New York. And they suc- 
ceeded so well that the Elks’ General Hullabaloo Committee an- 
nounces that “Babies Will Vamp Four Times More,” again for 
the benefit of the blind. 

And this is the meaning of the “B” in “B. P.O. E.” Such 
good works entitle the Elk to a symbolical candle at the memo- 
rial service in December. 

Can a Christian be an Elk? 

The question is, in a way, answered by the New Orleans 
Hullabaloo. The doings which characterize Elk conventions — 
we have in mind those in Detroit and Seattle — supply a more 
complete answer, if it is needed. 


Where is the Money Going? — According to the Asso- 
ciated Press, Mr. Charles Ponzi, of Boston Mass., got between 
ten and twenty million dollars from forty thousand of his gul- 
lible victims. He has now surrendered to the Federal author- 
itics, and has given bond for his appearance in court on. 
August 19. The press tells us that, according to anxious in- 
quiries and feverish conversations, small business men, profes- 
sional men, women, clerks, stenographers, together with a goodly 
number of Americans of foreign birth, are the victims. Charles 
Ponzi had promised them fifty per cent. profit in forty-five days. 

Some are astonished that this man could so infatuate people 
with himself and his schemes. But after all, it is not so amazing 
that the man was able to charm such enormous sums from his 
victims. What he did is being done every day, at times on a 
smaller scale, but occasionally in a truly imposing and royal 
fashion. 

Gold is one of the favorite baits of the deyil. Tho world is 
so hungry and thirsty for this idol that there is a saying among 
worldly people that “every man has his price.” Those who are 
cursed with this thirst can easily be set atremble when the devil 
begins to sing his song of rich gains and much money. He 
blows them a beautiful bubble,—at onee thejr imagination 
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builds air-castle after air-castle, and when the bubble bursts, 
their air-castles vanish, and they lose even that which they had. 
Tho money which they saved, at times by very painful self- 


denial, at times at the price of their own health, the life of their 


children, their peace of soul, their character and reputation, 
all that is gone, and they haven’t even the satisfaction of be- 
lieving that it was an unavoidable accident. They have the 
painful consciousness that they have acted the fool, and that 
a shrewd swindler is now laughing at their credulity, and that 
he, the fiend, together with his conspirators, is enjoying that 
which they had hoped to have for themselves and-for their 
children. And that is not the worst of it. With most of these 
people their speculation is simply a symptom. Within them 
there lives that sin of which the Bible says: “They that will 
be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish 
and hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction and per- 
dition. For the love of money is the root of all evil: which 
while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and 
pierced themselves through with many sorrows.” 1 Tim. 6, 9. 10. 
Financial disaster very rarely cures them of their thirst. In 
most cases they feel the craving more painfully than ever before, 
and, unless genuine repentance and change of heart, produced 
by the Word of God, comes to them, they will sink into eternal 
perdition. 

We Christians, by the grace of God, know of this sin from 
God’s Word, and, sad to say, we know it also because we have 
felt its activity within our own hearts. Not one of us is entirely 
free from this sin. When we then see even the minor suffcrings 
that come to those who are obsessed with the love of money, 
let each of us cry to God: “God be merciful to me, a sinner.” 
Let us follow the leading of the Holy Spirit to crucify this lust 
within our bosom. Let us do the very opposite of what it sug- 
gests. Let us give something’ to charity or to missions. In that 
way we invest our money with the Lord. God does not promise 
us fifty per cent. in forty-five days. Here is God’s promise: 
“Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed 
down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give 
into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete 
withal it shall be measured to you again.” Luke 6,38. And, 
“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these My 
brethren, ye have done it unto Me.” Matt. 25, 40. 

Remember, foolish investments, gambling, or wild-cat spec- 
ulation is not the only way to use your money so as to prepare 
misery for yourself and for others. Greedy hoarding, and selfish, 
beastly pampering, and hard-hearted withholding from those to 


whom it is due is just as sinful and just as sure of punishment. 


Let‘us pray God that we may use wisely and gencrously the gifts 
which He has given us. Let us ask Him to make of us “cheerful 
givers,” so that we may be the children of our Father which is 
in heaven, and the malicious spirit of hell may not create within 
us a raging thirst that can never be quenched throughout all 
eternity, but leads its victims from one folly and misery into 
the other. There is much money in this country, and there is 
much of it among our Christians. The devil is throwing his 
lines very skilfully. Let each of us be on his guard against his 
snares and promises. Let us show him that we are sheep in the 
flock of the Good Shepherd. Let us hear this Good Shepherd’s 
voice also with regard to our money. We haven’t the excuse 
that we do not know where to place it-or to whom to give it. 
Look into your Iwtheran Annual, read your church-paper, and 
you will hear of the need in God’s kingdom. If it is hard for 
us to give, then let us cry to God to help us and to teach us, 
for only in the degree in which we learn to give for missions 
‘and for charity will we get rid of that torturing, idolatrous, and 
cursed thirst for gold. 
Lord, help us to become cheerful givers! 8. 
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Outlook and Review. 


Correspondence. 








WASHINGTON LETTER. 


A few wecks ago Washington was turned into a little Rome. 
The Pope’s faithful came into the city in big numbers; there 
were four or five train-loads from New York alone. A combi- 
nation of two events brought them here. One was the blessing 
of the statue of Joan of Arc, who on that day was inscribed in 
the catalog of the saints by papal decree, and henceforth “to be 
cherished and honored with pious devotion by the universal 
church.” This had been done, as he piously states, “after mature 
deliberation and having many times implored divine aid.” The 
Scriptures, of course, had not been consulted — the Popes never 
do that. They teach: “There is one God and one Mediator be- 
tween God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” (Douay Version, 
1 Tim. 2,5.) In the light of this word of God it is evident that 
the inspiration to canonize Joan must have come from below 
and not from above. In fact, if His Holiness heeded the divine 
Word, he would give up canonization of saints, for they prac- 
tically displace the true and only Mediator, Jesus Christ. From 
the noise and pomp with which the canonizations are carried on, 
one would imagino that another door had been made into heaven, 
when, as a matter of fact, just another obstruction has been 
placed in the way of reaching the only door, Jesus Christ. He 
alone can help and save us. The mediation and intercession of 
the saints is an unscriptural doctrine and a dangerous novelty. 
We would smile at the whole procedure if the thing were not so 
destructive to men’s souls. The whole business is a farce. Once, 
to please the English when they were in power in France 
(May 30, 1431), the Church condemned Joan as oa heretic and 
a rebellious person; now, to win the favor of France, since she 
has become the great national heroine, the Church canonizes 
her. But such is Rome. | 

The other event that marked the day and occasion was the 
selection of the national shrine of the Immaculate Conception 
at a field-mass at the Catholic University. This was celebrated 
simultancously with the ecclesiastical ceremonies at Rome con- 
nected with the canonization of Joan. The chief actor in the 
spectacle was His Most Holy Reverence, Archbishop Bonzano, 
papal delegate at Washington, who officiated as the direct repre- 
sentative of Pope Benedict. The national shrine of the Im- 
maculate Conception is to be an imposing Romanesque church 
seating 3,000 people, and having a sanctuary which will accom- | 
modate the entire hierarchy in this country and several hundred 
other ecclesiastics, with ample room for the most impressive 
ceremonies. There will be an episcopal throne for the cardinal. 
The church wil] have only 29 altars. A special feature will be 
15 altars to the 15 mysteries of the holy rosary. What these 
mysteries are supposed to be we do not know, but we can tell 
with utmost assurance what they are in reality — fifteen frauds 
upon the “faithful.” 

We have often heard it stated that Roman Catholicism in 
this country is more enlightened and tolerant, and that if is 
impossible to pull off the things in this country that. they do in 
Spain, Portugal, and Austria. We once believed it, we now 
seriously doubt it. They conduct these affairs with a pomp that 
is most impressive, and creates an enthusiasm that is contagious 
to the unthinking and uninstructed age in which we live. 
Thank God, there is an effective antidote; a good dose of Bib- 
lical doctrine. He who is well founded in the doctrines of God’s 
Word will see through it all and be unaffected by Rome's pom- 
pous claims and showy religion. He will love his Lutheran 
Church and her pure Gospel and simple ways more than ever. 

J. Frepvertio WENCHEL. 


' WALTHER LEAGUE CONVENTION. 


A new chapter of Walther League history was begun when 
more than five hundred delegates and visitors assembled in 
Trinity Lutheran Church of Evansville, Ind., for the opening 
service of the 28th National Convention. Assisted by the 
Trinity choir, the Rev. W. G. Polack made this service a mem- 
orable one with an inspiring sermon based on Prov. 4, 18, in 
which he insisted that Walther Leaguers, as jewels of the Lu- 
theran Church, must reflect the light of Him who says: “I am 
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the Light,” and in this endeavor remain true to their motto, 
“Onward and Upward.” 

The first business session was called to order on Monday 
morning by President Engelbrecht in the auditorium of the 
Junior High School. Following devotional exercises, Mayor 
Benjamin Bosse of Evansville, better known as Mr. Ben Bosse 
of the Missouri Synod, extended a cordial welcome to all visitors 
in behalf of the city of Evansville and the two Lutheran congre- 
gations in that city. Thereupon President Engelbrecht de- 
livered the keynote address in which he spoke of the wonderful 
progress the League has made in the past year, progress in the 
number of societies enrolled as well as in the things accom- 
plished by them. The president urged all Leaguers on to greater 
sacrifices nnd better service, so that, by the grace and power of 
God, His kingdom might be supported and its borders extended 
through such efforts. 

On Monday afternoon the Rev. H. A. Steege, of Milwaukee, 
brought home some fundamental truths when he presented the 
subject, “Serve and Be Great.” The speaker told the story of 
the Tower of Babel to illustrate man’s tendency to be great for 
greatness’ sake, and showed by this example that all greatness 
without the foundation of service is a tottering tower of Babel. 
True greatness, said Rev. Steege, is based alone on the Christian 
principle as taught by our Lord: Whosoever will be chief among 
you let him be your servant. -“Walther Leaguers,” said the 
speaker, “must enlist for service under a banner with the in- 
scription: I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 
than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.” 

Ex-Congressman John Boehne, of Evansville, a member of 
Trinity Church, also addressed the convention in this session. 
“The Increasing Need of Young Lutherans in Church Work,” 
was his subject. He appealed to all young men and women to 


remain faithful to God’s Word and the pure Lutheran doctrine,’ 


and to show gratitude for these priceless treasures by a diligent 
attendance at divine services, as well as by giving all possible 
support to the parochial school, which alone is able to give the 
necessary religious education. 

In the morning session of the second day Prof. Th. Graeb- 
ner, of St. Louis, spoke of the possibilities of society activity 
along educational lines. In his address on “The Training of 
a Walther Leaguer,” Prof. Graebner made valuable suggestions 
in regard to the choice of interesting and instructive topics for 
a training in spiritual knowledge, secular knowledge, benev- 
olent endeavors, and the contribution of Lutheranism to Amer- 
ican life. 

The Rev. W. Lichtsinn addressed the convention on Tues- 
day afternoon. Taking for his subject “The Society Calendar,” 
the speaker showed the value of arranging a program of socicty 
activities for the whole year, as it has a tendency to give proper 
balance to society activity. This subject, together with many 
others, was thoroughly discussed in the sectional meetings which 
followed. 

Representing the Wheat Ridge Sanitarium, the Rev. Feier- 
tag gave a short summary of sanitarium life, in particular of 
the progress of the new structure to be erected chiefly through 
the support of the Walther League. 

The Rev. Herzberger, city missionary of St. Louis, en- 
couraged all Leaguers to greater efforts in reclaiming the souls of 
unfortunates, especially in the hospitals, jails, and other public 
institutions. He also acted as spokesman for the Lutheran Dea- 
coness Association of Fort Wayne, calling on all ladies to be- 
come acquainted with this work and expressing the hope that 
many would dedicate their lives to this calling. 

On Wednesday morning the Rev. J. G. Jeske, of Vallonia, 
Ind., addressed the Convention. His subject: “The Walther 
League,” dealt with the threefold purpose for which the League 
must strive. Conservation, reclamation, and propagation. In 
relating some of his experiences as camp-pastor, the Rev. Jeske 
paid high tribute to the efficient work of the Walther League 
in the distribution of Christian literature nmong our soldiers 
and sailors. 

In the last session, on Wednesday afternoon, Mr. Nickels- 
burg, representative of the Lutheran Publicity Bureau, dis- 
closed a plan for a publicity week to be held October 24 to 31. 

A rising vote of thanks was given to the outgoing officers. 
The faithful and sacrificing service of two Walther Lenguers 
was especially remembered by the convention with appropriate 
gifts. “Pap” Klein, for twenty-five years a leader in Walther 
League affairs, was presented with an “Ever-sharp” pencil by 
the Indiana District and with a chest of silverware by the 
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national organization. Mr. F. A. Schack, Treasurer of the 
League, received a gift of $100. 

Many are the resolutions the Convention adopted, most 
important being those dealing with hospice work and junior 
work. The great necd of extending these two branches of 
Walther League activity for the cnuse of greater efficiency was 
shown in the thorough discussion of resolutions touching on 
this work. : 

The growing need of educational activities for young 
people’s socictics was also recognized by the Convention, and 
a committee was appointed to outline a practicable and compre- 
hensive plan for such activities. 

After the farewell speech of Prof. Engelbrecht, the out- 
going president, the convention adjourned with devotional 
exercises. 

Before leaving for their respective homes, all visitors at- 
tended a closing service at St. Paul’s Church, where the Rev. G. 


, Hamm delivered a beautiful sermon, inspiring his hearers with 


devotion to Christian faith and practise. The choir of the 
church rendered several appropriate selections, and thus added 
to the delightful experiences of this closing service. The 29th 
National Convention is to be held in 1921, at Milwaukee, Wis. 

A detailed report of this convention will appear in the Sep- 
tember number of the Walther League Messenger, a magazine 
of Christian principles and editorial merit worthy to be read 
and supported by all our people. 


Chattanooga, Tenn. Orto GRAEBNER. 


CORNER-STONE LAYING AT WHEAT RIDGE. 


The corner-stone of our new building was Jaid on the after- 
noon of Sunday, August 1. About four hundred Lutherans had 
assembled for the ceremonies, among them thirty Walther 
Leaguers from Indiana and Ohio who were touring the moun- 
tain parks. More than a thousand people had been expected for 
the services; however, the fact that a street-car strike had been 
declared in Denver that morning kept the greater part of our ° 
audience at home. 

Following the opening invocation and the reading of a 
Scripture-lesson by Rev. Theo. Hoyer, of Denver, and the sing- 
ing of a hymn, the assembly was addressed by Rev. H. Steege, 
of Milwaukee. He based his remarks on 1 Pet.2,4.5. Pastor 
Steege spoke as representative of the Walther League, congratu- 
lating the Sanitarium Association upon the success so far at- 
tained in its work of mercy, admonishing them, however, to give 
thanks to Him by whose blessing their work had prospered, and 
in the spirit of service to whom the League is collecting the 
moneys necessary to erect the building. He also brought the 
greetings of the Leaguers and their assurance of continued 
efforts in our behalf. 

The joint choirs of the Denver Lutheran churches, under 
the direction of Rev. Theo. Hoyer, then sang the “Hallelujah 
Chorus.” Rev. Otto Luessenhop, of Colorado Springs, delivered 
a short address in the German language. | 

After another hymn, during which a collection for the 
building fund of the institution was lifted, the corner-stone lay- 
ing took place. This act was performed by Rev. H. H. Feiertag, 
superintendent of the institution. Services were closed with the 
singing of the doxology and the praying of the Lord’s Prayer in 
unison. Thus the first publicly solemnized step in the ercction 
of our new building was completed. May our Heavenly Father, 


_who has thus far prospered the work of mercy which is carried 


on at our institution, further bless our efforts, so that they may 
redound to the benefit of our afflicted brethren and to the ulti- 
mate praise and glory of His name. 

‘The Walther League has taken upon itself the task of col- 
lecting the funds for the erection of the new pavilion. At this 
writing $65,825.27 has been collected. The complete building, 
including equipment, will cost $300,000. The chapel and the 
children’s ward are not included in the present contract, but we 
hope that our dear fellow-Christians will open their hearts and 
hands and contribute generously toward this. cause, so that the 
entire building may soon be completed. At present we are erect- 
ing only the central building and the two wings. The cost of 
these,. including equipment, will be about $225,000. About 
$40,000 monthly will be required to meet payments during the 
next three months. ; 

Fellow-Christians, we are building a home for the Grea 
Samaritan’s work of mercy. Our present quarters are inade- 
quate, in fact, not a credit to the fair name of Lutheranism. 
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Many poor unfortunates are begging to be received. We must 
answer, “We have no room.” Help us! Help us to complete 
this monument of love to Him from whom all love flows. Ielp 
us to prepare the hospice to which the Good Samaritan may take 
those afilicted in body and soul, a place where they will receive 
nourishment for both. We ask it of you in His name and for 
the glory of His kingdom. 

| Wheat Ridge, Colo. M. C. Tueme. 


. NOTES AND NEWS. 


The Rev. Dr. William Leonard Spiegel, pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Cincinnati, married a Catholic woman, 
and being united in marriage by a Catholic priest, promised to 
raise his childten in the Roman Catholic faith. What an 
example to his Protestant flock! 


According to the Rev. Father John E. Wade, of Baltimore, 
St. Christopher can be depended upon to protect Roman Cath- 
olic autoists. The number of candles to be burned in his honor 
per week to secure this form of accident insurance was not 
stated in the dispatch. 


Pasiuntinys is the name of an eight-page, 12X17 inch 
monthly published by out Lithuanian missionary in Chicago, 
the Rev. J. J. D. Razokas, of which the first issue just comes 
to hand. Our good wishes attend this worthy undertaking. 


The Australian Lutheran, official organ of our brethren in 
Australia, recently contained the statistics for the current year. 
A distressing feature of this report is the Jong column of blanks 
under “Church Schools” in the South Australian District. 
Every one of the parochial schools in that district was closed 
January, 1917, and none has been permitted to reopen. 


A printer in Iowa has gotten out a set of cards containing 
smart sayings which he calls “stimulators for church attend- 
ance.” Here is a sample: “Throw it a Bone. You feed your 
body twenty-one times a week, whether it is hungry or not. 
Then, why not throw your soul a bone once a week at least, even 
if it doesn’t seem hungry? The poor thing may be too weak 
from starvation to make its wants known.” “A bone” ts right, 
whether you think of the bone-dryness of the usual lecture on 
the League of Nations, Farmer Cooperation, and Ethics of the 
Post-hole Auger, delivered from. the sectarian preaching plat- 
form, or whether the application be made to the spiritual food- 
value of these same lectures. Your soul is hungry, throw it 
a bone! Why not give it the Bread of Life? Why not let it 
feast at the rich table referred to in the 23d Psalm? A bone! 
In this there is more truth than poetry. . 


And still the complaints come that parishioners remove to 
the Far West, and the Eastern pastor, whether in country, town, 
or city, fails to notify the Western missionary. As a result, 
writes one of the Western brethren, Eastern settlers reside for 
years in these new towns without knowing that a Lutheran pas- 
tor is near at hand. Much might be said of the settler’s obtuse- 
ness in not referring to our Annual to see who is the nearest 
pastor, also of the Western pastor’s failure (possibly) to give 
his church or mission proper publicity; but the burden for 
such conditions surely rests upon the Eastern pastor, who per- 


mits his people to drift into the sects through his failure to drop. 


his brother out West a card. 
Each member of our District School Boards ought to get 


a copy of the Recommendations of the Central District’s School . 


Board, 1919, of which we recently reccived a copy. Superintend- 
ent A. C. Stellhorn’s summaries and classification of the Dis- 
trict’s parish school work are highly illuminating and stimulat- 
ing, and the suggested “Outline Course of Study” is very valu- 
able. We presume that Superintendent Stellhorn (655 Polk St., 
Huntington, Ind.) might have a few copies to spare for those 
interested. Certainly, so valuable a report should not be limited 
in its circulation to one district. ’ 





Religious Press. 





' HE MISSOURI SYNOD MEETING AT DETROIT. 

(Dr. S. Ylvisaker, of the Norwegian Synod, member of our faculty 
at St. Paul, writes ‘in the Lutheran Sentinel:) 

At its meeting in Minneapolis our Synod decided to co- 
operate, if possible, with the Missouri Synod on the foreign 
mission field, and I was elected to represent our body in estab- 
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lishing these relations. It accordingly became necessary to at- 


tend the general convention of the Missouri Synod at Detroit, 
Mich., in June. 


The convention was a memorable one in so many respects. 
Being the first Delegate Synod held since the war [that is to say, 
when the 1917 Synod convened, we had barely entered the war], 
various reports brought the war once more forcibly to mind by 
calling attention to its effect on the work of the Church: the 
mission-work in Germany, in India, in South America, the paro- 
chial schoo]. There was more to be done in the way of physical 
relief in Europe. But the spirit of depression caused by the 
war had given way to an enthusiasm which made itself felt in 
every phase of the work. One report after the other showed 
God’s gracious keeping and blessing: in increased attendance 
at the theological seminaries, new opportunities on the various 
mission-fields, favorable results of the intersynodical confer- 
ences on doctrine (Iowa, Ohio, and Missouri Synods), the gen- 
eral growth of the Church at home, and above all in internal 
harmony. . 


The spirit of happy harmony was a most characteristic 
feature of this convention, pervading the discussions on the 
floor of the Synod, in the sessions of the various committees, the 
casual meetings of old friends and acquaintances, the sessions 
of the Lutheran Laymen’s League. 


_ The Lutueran Witness may well call this convention a 
Joyous one. And it was a serious one, serious in its attitude 
toward the problems and work of the Church, serious in its fecl- 
ing of responsibility toward the congregations it represented. 
This feeling of responsibility toward the congregations de- 
manded carefulness to avoid unnecessary expenses, thrift in the 
management of entrusted funds. The duty toward the Church 
at large prompted to a whole-hearted liberality in appropria- 


.tions, to a zeal for the cause of the truth, which called for large 


sacrifices. President Pfotenhauer announced the expenditure 
of over $6,000,000 for the cause of missions at home and abroad | 
during the past three years; and at this convention $1,000,000 
was voted for new buildings and equipment at St. Louis, a 
substantial raise of all professors’ salaries was decided upon, 
and the Lutheran Laymen’s League presented a gift of over 
$2,000,000 to. the Synod for the support of superannuated pas- 
tors and teachers — all this in addition to the regular budget. 
And yet the convention left the distinct impression that the 
Missouri Synod has only begun doing big things, that it is 
only beginning to realize its strength, that strength which it 
derives not so much from numbers (over 1,000,000 souls) as 
from the united front which it presents. 


Let those who doubt the internal harmony of the Missouri 
Synod attend such a convention as this and be convinced. 


WHAT DOES YOUR FAMILY READ? 


It is not unnecessary to ask this question. Far too much 
trashy, injurious literature is circulating among the youth of 
‘tthe land. A writer in Smith’s Weekly, a Sydney publication, 
says: — 

“Tt’s naughty, but it’s nice, is the motto of the bookstalls 
these days. Train or ferry, you are met at the entrances with 
the magazine covers displaying the bared limbs of intended-to-be 
seductive females, and carrying suggestive titles. The war, by 
its interference with the regular import of the fair-to-piffing 
English magazine matter, has let us in for this stuff from the 
land of Mr. Wilson. The professor may be making the world 
safe for democracy, but the reading-matter of his countrymen 
is certainly making the world safe for pornography. The Amer- 
ican magazine, as we have it on the bookstalls, is deliberately 
designed to break down a sane reading taste, or, that already 
being accomplished, to pander to the merry result. If you read 
one of the type, you have read the lot. Reading of that quality 
cannot do any good, and may do infinite harm.” 


‘Tnfinite harm” is a very appropriate word. Not only the 
good taste of thousands of readers is absolutely ruined by the 
modern magazine and other current literature, but also the good 
morals of countless numbers of young people; and not only are 
the body and the mind of many deteriorating under the bane- 
ful influence of immoral books, but also the immortal soul is 
harmed beyond all conception. Christian parents, do not permit 
such reading-matter to enter your family circle. Of course, the 
daily or weckly papers that enter your doors are to a certain 
extent required by the man or woman that wishes to be informed 
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about the needs of the country, in order to fulfil the duties of 
citizenship in an intelligent and conscientious manner; but the 
evil influence that such papers may have should be counteracted 
by good wholesome food for the mind and for the soul. 
Australian Lutheran. 








Lutheran Daynens League. 





(EprrortaL Note. — By arrangement with the L. L. L. Campaign 
Committee, this column is supplied by Rev. Karl G. Schlerf as Special 
Campaign Correspondent.) 


Prov. 11,25: “The liberal soul shall be made fat, and he 
that watereth shall be watered also himself.” 
Eccl. 11,1: “Cast thy bread upon the waters, for thou shalt 
find it after many days.” 
We lose what on ourselves we spend; 


We have as treasure without end 
Whatever, Lord, to Thee we ‘lend. 


Ps. 37,25: “I have been young, and now am old ; yet have 
I not seen the righteous forsaken nor his seed begging bread.” 

Many of the old servants of Christ and His Church have 
this same childlike faith in their heavenly Father. But God 
does not send the ravens to feed them, as He sent to the prophet 
of old. He does not rain the manna from heaven, as He did to 
feed the children of Israel in the wilderness. He says to us, 
“Give ye them to eat.” 


MEMBERSHIP. 


We quote from the Lutheran Herald of July 15, 1920: “The 
Missouri Synod has its L. L. L. (Lutheran Laymen’s League), 
the United Lutheran Church has its Federation of Lutheran 
Brotherhoods, the Norwegian Synod its Lutheran Union, the 
Augustana Synod, at its recent meeting in Jamestown, N. Y., 
organized its Augustana Laymen’s League. ... Iteaders of the 
church-papers know tho splendid work that has been done by the 
L. L. L. in raising its pension fund for pastors, professors, and 
teachers in tho Missouri Synod, and their widows and orphans, 
the goal of which was set at $3,000,000, and over $2,000,000 of 
which at this time has been raised.” The church-papers, at 
home and abroad, are commenting on the splendid work of the 
L. L. L. 

Every preacher and teacher, old or young, and every friend 
has reason to rejoice over the really great and successful efforts 
put forth by the L. L. L. to provide a comfortable support for 
the Veterans of the Cross. 

Are you a member of the L. L. L.? ; 

Reflect on the work already accomplished. We claim it to 
be a privilege to be associated with this organization, which was 
founded and is being fostered by the ablest and most liberal 
men and women of Synod; which liquidated a debt of over 
$100,000 resting on Synod in 1917; which has raised $2,168,511.64 
in fifteen months as an Endowment Fund for the better support 
of the Veterans of the Cross and their dependents; and which 
has such great faith in the liberality of its members, that it 
has decided to keep on working at its present task until the 
$3,000,000 Endowment Fund is completed. 

And when this great work of love has been completed by 
December 31, 1920,— what then? Will there be a dissolution 
of the L.L. L.? Will the organization stop short to rest on its 
laurels? Never! There is other great work to be done. Our 
President has made it very plain, when in the American In- 
theran of May, 1920, he wrote, “We already have before us a 
program for years to come.” 

To arouse our Missouri Synod laymen to a deeper under- 
standing of their duties, to a livelier, more liberal support of 
congregational and synodical affairs, to a closer cooperation with 
pastors, to a more intelligent realization of cach one’s proper 


share, such as Jaymen usually can bring home to one another . 


better than can the pastor; to aid Synod, its officers and Board 
of Directors with word and deed in business and financial mat- 
ters — that is the great purpose, end, and aim of the L. L. L. 
To be sure, we want every communicant lay-member, man 
or woman, to be a member of this organization. ‘The first results 
of our membership and follow-up membership campaign are no 
coming in. ; 


WE NEED YOU. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. 








New Publications. 





The Great Renunciation. Leaves from the Story of Luther's Life. 
By W. H. 7’. Daw. 1920. Concordia Publishing House, St. 
Louis, Mo. Price, $1.75, postpaid. 


In his preface the author writes: “The events here narrated 
lead up to Luther’s break with Rome, and that accounts for the 
choice of the title of this book. As in the monograph on the Leipzig 
Debate, which preceded this narrative, and which in many places 
dovetails into its scenes, the object has been to exhibit history in 
the making, to show men just as they were and things just as they 
happened, good, bad, and indifferent, in seemingly hopeless con- 
fusion, but in a hopeful struggle for disintegration, such as human 
life in its period of probation here on earth always has been and 
ever will be, until the final parting of the incongruous elements 
will arrive.” . 

Proféssor Dau has again given us an excellent historical volume. 
It is a dramatic and intensely interesting portrayal of the very soul 
of the great Reformer as he is tossed to and fro by conflicting emo- 
tions. He loves the Church, he reveres the Pope, he worships the 
saints. Yet his soul has been taken captive by the Word of God. 
The truth is opening his eyes. He is experiencing those mighty in- 
ward struggles that have at times dethroned the reason of man. 
Making enemies of friends and making friends of enemies, this won- 
derful man, whose steps are ordered by the Lord, goes forward, 
enters the struggle, is given strength from on high, grows with 
the conflict, til] he makes the great renunciation. He renounces 
what seemed before to be a very part of his own life and soul. And 
with marvelous, new-born energy, such as God alone can give, he 
follows a course that none had followed before his for hundreds of 
years, So humble he is that he speaks of himself as a beggar, as 
“an altogether miserable, insignificant little monk, more like a corpse 
than a living human being,” and yet he is so courageous that no 
threat by any authority, whether it be the. highest in the Church 
or the highest in the State, can shake his determination to abide 
by that which he has recognized to be the Word of God. It is a soul- 
stirring picture which the author paints for us. In the preface 
he writes: “To the young Reformer, thirty-seven years old, that 
year represents the crisis in his life-work. On the crest of a rapidly 
rising tide he is urging his frail little craft through pounding waves 
and howling storms into apparently certain disaster. Do or die! © 
reads the parole nailed to his masthead. And a nation, aye, the 
Church of all ages, the believers in all lands that have henrd of him, 
are watching in breathless awe and anguished hope the outcome of 
his hazardous enterprise. On the success of this lone, struggling 
man hangs the fate of millions of men in the years to come. The 
womb of time is big with blessed fruit, and it is close to the birth- 
hour.” Hence there is a wonderful buoyancy about the style of Pro- 
fessor Dau in this volume. The letters, writings, excerpts (and 
there is much of this materia] quoted at length) which he embodies 
in his work. are so well chosen and so skilfully interwoven with the 
text of the narrative that the reader is carried away with the heroic 
spirit of these events. Prof. Dau has succeeded in catching some- 
thing of the spirit of the epochal times of which he writes. He has 
done more, he has succeeded in infusing something of this spirit 
into his words. In characterization especially he surpasses himself. 
The chapter headed: “A Glimpse of His Holiness,” is exquisite. It 
is a very gem of biographical delineation. In it we have n picture 
of a pope consuming three pontifieates: he devours the rich treas- 
ures Ieft by his predecessor, uses up all the revenues of the Church 
that could be gathered up by fair means or foul, and then leaves 
a debt sufficiently large for his successor’s utmost efforts. In the 
same manner Pricrins, the confessor of the Pope, Cardinal Cajetan, 
and others, are sketched and characterized. What the author tells us 
of the Elector Frederick the Wise has given us a better insight into 
that man’s character and motives than we have had heretofore. 

The book possesses two characteristics which are usually con- 
sidered incompatible. Tt is very readable and interesting, and at 
the same time it is full of exact-and detailed information. We do 
not say that it is a necessary addition to our libraries, but every 
one who is able to lay hands on it is to be congratulated. 

There is an appendix of 29 pages, giving translations of five 
important documents: for instance, Luther’s “Appeal from the 
Pope J]l Informed to the Pope to be Better Informed,” and Luther’s 
“Appeal from the Pope to a~Council.” There is also a good index. 


A Brief History of Education. By Paul B. Kretzmann, M.A., Ph. D. 

, Concordia Teachers’ Library, Vol. II. Concordia Publishing 
House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, $1.00, net. 

It is but a short time ago that the first volume of the Concordia . 

Teachers’ Library, Psychology and the Christian Day-school, appeared, 
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but we need not be surprised to find this second volume, by the 
same author, follow in such rapid succession, for the publishers 
stute that “the first volume met with such a prompt and appre- 
ciative reception” that they were considerably encouraged. ‘lhere 
seems to be a demand for this kind of literature. - 

Dr. Kretzmann calls his book a bricf history of education, and 
so it is. It is a small book of 144 pages. The brevity was accom- 
plished by omitting much that could have been written. Ou page 7 
the author writes concerning education among the American In- 
dians: “This material might be augmented to the extent of a vol- 
ume in itself by a reference to the tiles of anthropological societies 
und similur organizations.” Exactly, volumes and more could have 
been written on the many different periods in the history of educa- 
tion, on the different branches of knowledge, on national systems 
of education, and on the development of different schools and 
methods. But the wuthor was to write a brief text-book, not a li- 
brary. He therefore restricts himself to narrating the history in 
a summary way. For those who wish to read more or to investigate 
certain departments, there is uppended at the end of cach chapter, 
except the last, a bibliography, which refers the student to works 
upon pedagogical subjects. ‘hese bibliographical paragraphs, which 
br. Kretzmann calls “References,” we consider a very valuable feu- 
ture. Scurecely any man can alford to have all these books in his 
own private library, but any one may at some time wish to consult 
a larger work or a monograph on some particular period, personage, 
niethod, or feature in the history of education. Such will be much 
assisted by these references. 

We have one suggestion to make. In a few words the character 
of the work, book, or pamphlet to which the author refers ought 
to be given. In some cases the particular volume or chapter which 
is of importance ought to be pointed out. The work to which ref- 
erence is made may be a mere pamphliet, and again (like Boehringer’s 
Die Kirche Christi), it may consist of a number of volumes. 

We are glad to note that German pedagogical literature was 
not overlooked, for the Germans have done excellent work in this 
department of science. We found no mention of the work of Carl 
von Raumer, Geschichte der Paedagogik, and yet von Raumer has 
excellent chapters which any teacher may read with interest and 
prolit, notably his chapters upon the teaching of history and the 
one on the methods of the Jesuits. 

in the last chapter Dr. Kretzmann gives a description of the 
secondary and higher education of the Lutheran Church of America. 
it mentions the seminaries and colleges of the United Lutheran 
Church, of the Augustana Synod, of the Synodical Conference, of 
the Ohio Synod, of the Bullalo Synod, of the Lowa Synod, of the 
Norwegian Lutheran Church, of the Norwegian Lutheran Free Church, 
and the Danish Church. There is also appended a parallel table of 
educators since the Reformation. ‘The whole is written from the 


Christian Lutheran standpoint, but other, even the most modern ° 


theories, are mentioned and their illogical conclusions exposed. In 
one respect the book is absolutely at the height of the pedagogical 
art —it follows Him who knows the child, its nature and its ulti- 
mitte goal and purpose, better than any one else: God, the Creator, 
the Redeemer, the Savior. 

Altogether, this Brief History is a fine text-book. In style and 
make-up it is almost a counterpart of the first volume of Concordia 
Teachers’ Library. Ss. 


By Prof. E. H. Engel- 
Price, 


Manual for Young People’s Societies. 
brecht. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 
75 cts., postpaid. 

We have but one fear for this book, and that is that some 
brother may overlook the announcement of its publication. We are 
convinced that every one who is interested in young people, and 
learns of this book’s issuing from the presses, will order a copy 
at once. It is a small book, but it is full of constructive material 
and excellent advice, forms, suggestions, and directions for organ- 
izing, conducting, entertaining, and making the most of a young 
people’s socicty, either senior or junior. ‘There is a constitution, 
there are games, there are entertainments, there are programs, 
there are contests, there are warnings, and there ar¢ helpful pointers. 
lt is positively the best book that we have ever seen on this subject. 
We do not believe that we are saying too much when we say that 
every pastor or teacher or worker among young people who takes 
hold of this book and imbibes something of its stimulating enthu- 
siasm, and permits himself to be guided by its wise counsels, will 
discover that there has come a new era for our young people’s so- 
cicties. We could say a great deal more, but why cause delay? 
livery one of us has been waiting for this book, and now that it 
has come, we find that it exceeds our expectations. It ia not a col- 
lection of sermons about young people; it is a book that will tell us 
just how young people may rejoice in their youth in an entirely in- 
offensive manner; it answers the question which so many of us have 
asked all these years, What shall 1 do for my young people? __ §&. 
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Robert Barnes. [.uther’s English Friend. By William Dallmann. 
112 pages, 4147, profusely illustrated. Binding, full cloth. 
Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, 50 cts. 


Robert Barnes, like Luther, was an Augustinian monk, but, un- 
like Luther, he was an Englishman. When Luther’s books came to 
England, this Robert Barnes read them and recognized the truth. 
Ile was persecuted, and fled to Germany. He lived in the house of 
the Wittenberg professors, also in Luther’s house. When political 
conditions were more favorable, Barnes returned to England, and 
Was then sent to Wittenberg to consult with the reformers. The 
relation between Dr. Barnes and Luther was very cordial. When 
Dr. Barnes returned to England after studying at Wittenberg, he 
preached, and no one less than Bishop Latimer said of this preacher: 
“I know no one man shall do more good”; and to Cromwell the 
bishop wrote: “Surely he is alone in handling of a piece of Scrip- 
ture, and in setting forth of Christ he hath no fellow.”- Of this in- 
teresting Lutheran Englishman Rev. Dallmann writes in a manner 
Which makes him even more interesting, and there are in this little 


-book no leas than forty illustrations, which make it still more inter- 


eating. Some of these illustrations we have seen before, and more 
of them we have seen in this book for the first time. Many have 
read this book, for it is issued in its third printing, and we hope 
that many more will read it. : 

The price, especially at the present time, is a very marvel of 
cheapness. Who ever heard of a history with forty illustrations for 
fifty cents? . 
Why Christian Day-Schools? A Threefold Answer for the Con- 

sideration of Every Christian. By P.E.K. Concordia Pub- 
lishing Ilouse, St. Louis, Mo. -Prices: 100 for 50 cts.; per 
thousand, $4.50, transportation extra; per dozen, 10 cta., 
postpaid. Single copies for examination free. 

This leaflet of four pages in envelope size (314 51%) aims to 
answer the question why we ought to send our children to Christian 
day-schools, that is, to schools where they are daily taught the Word 
of God, and where they are treated in accordance with the directions 
given by God Himself. Dr. Kretzmann, the author, answers this 
question briefly, but convincingly. ‘The leaflet is intended for gen- 
eral distribution. Ss. 


Synodalbericht der Delegatensynode von Missouri, Ohio und 
andern Staaten, versammelt zu Detroit, Mich., 1920. Con- 
cordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, 75 cts. 


This is the authoritative and complete report of all business 
transacted, and all resolutions passed, by Synod at Detroit. Ss. 








Miscellaneous. 





Ordinations and Installations. 


Ordained under authorization of the respective District 
Presidents: — 


On 9th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate A. Hoyer in the church 
at Spring Valley, Kans., by Pastor O. H. W. Hornbostel. — Candidate 
P. Hilgendorf in St. Paul’s Church, Omaha, Nebr., by Pastor G. Hil- 
gendorf. 

On 11th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate C. Henrichs as assis- 
tant pastor of St. Paul’s Church, Cleveland, O., by Pastor J. H. Wefel. 


Ordained and installed under authorization of the respec- 
tive District Presidents: — 


On 9th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate R. Schuricht in the 
congregation at New Salem, N. Dak., by Pastor H. Burgdorf. 

On 10th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate E. Moede in the con- 
gregation at Devils Lake, N. Dak., by Pastor H. F. Buegel. — Can- 
didate H, Lutz in the parish Goodridge, Minn., by Pastor E. H. Kreidt. 
— Candidate K. Schulz in Grace Church, Alma Center, Wis., by Pas- 
tor I’. J. Geske. : 


Installed under authorization of the respective District 
Presidents: — 


On 9th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. L. Zehner in Zion Church, 
Ridgeville Corners, O., by Pastor Th. Horst. 

On 10th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. S. Rathke, Jr., in St. 
John’s Chureh, Auburndale, and in Immanuel Church, Hewitt, Wis., 
by Pastor A. W. R. Ristow. — The Rev. W. Hucbner in the congrega- 
tion near Rockwell City, Iowa, by Pastor L. A. Mueller.— The Rev. 
C. A. Romoser in St. Paul’s Church, Granite City, Ill, by Pastor H. 
Hallerberg.— The Kev. EL. Janssen in the congregation near Draper 
and Presho, S. Dak., by Pastor H. Gerike. 

On 11th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. G. Moeller in Christ 
Church, Lincoln, Nebr., by Pastor W. F. V. Baeder. 
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Installed as teacher: — 
On 4th Sunday after Easter: Teacher He Nimmer as teacher 
of the school of Trinity Church, Reed City, Mich., by Pastor C. C. 
Koessel. . 





Dedications. 


Dedicated to the service of God: — 

Churehcs.—On 7th Sunday after Trinity: The new church of 
St. Mark’s Congregation, Galesburg, Wis. (the Rev. E. F. Witte, pas- 
tor). —On Sth Sunday after Trinity: The new church of Immanuel 
Congregation, St. Louis, Mo, (the Revs. G. Wangerin and J. Oppliger, 
pastors).—On 10th Sunday after Trinity: The new church of Re 
deemer Congregation, Lockhart, Minn. (the Rev. H. Schumacher, 
pastor). 


Anniversaries. 


The following churches celebrated anniversary: — | 
On 10th Sunday after Trinity: Zion Church, Marysville, Nebr. 
(the Rey. W. F. Rittamel, pastor), the 50th. — On 10th Sunday after 
Trinity: Immanuel Church, Waverly, Mo. (the Rev. F. W. G. Mueller, 
pastor), the 25th. , 


Mission-Festivals. 


On ith Sunday after Trinity: St. John’s, Marion, N. Dak. Of- 
fering, $80.61. — /tvder, N. Dak. Offering, $40.36. — Emmanuel, J/il- 
bank, S. Dak. Offering, $222.00.—On 8th Sunday after Trinity: 
Trinity, Marcus, lowa. Offering, $1,200.00.—On 9th Sunday after 
Trinity: St. Paul’s, Stanicood, lowa. Offering, $108.00. — Cuba, Mo. 
Offering, $58.50. —On 10th Sunday after Trinity: Immanuel, WWa- 
verly, Mo. Offering, $214.25. 





Conferences. 


The Mixed Conference of St. Louis and Vicinity meets, D. v., 
August 30 in Holy Cross School Hall, St. Louis, Mo. Subjects: 
What a Teacher May Do to Induce His Pupils to Attend Services 
Regularly: Teacher R. A. Mangelsdorf. Sammlung des Kanon: Dr. 
P. E. Kretzmann. Catechisation on Qu. 107 of Dr. Schwan’s Cate- 
chism: Teacher Th. Dautenhahn. Dangers of Mechanical Instrue- 
tion in Religion: Teacher G. H. Runge. Wunderzeichen zur Beglau- 
bigung der goettlichen Sendung: Prof. E. Pardieck. Report on Suc- 
cess of School Canvass in St. Louis: Rev. J. H. C. Fritz. 

A. MIESSLER, Sec. 


The Intcrior Pastoral Conference of the Northern ‘Part of the 
California and Nevada District will meet, D. v., September 1 and 2 
in Trinity Church, Gardnerville, Nev. Essays: An Exposition of 
Scripture: Rev. H. Thiede. Millennial Doctrine: Rev. A. H. Wessling. 
What Means Are We to Employ to Increase Our Church Attendance? 
Rey. H.y. Renner. Proper and Effective Methods of Conducting Con- 
firmation Instruction: Rev. A. ]H.Jacobs. Congregational Finances: 
Rev. W.Grunow. Homiletical Outline: Rev. P. A. Schmidtke. Con- 
ference Sermon: Rey. W. Grunow (Rey. W. Huesemann). Confessional 
address: Rev. A. H. Wessling (Rev. A, H. Thiede). Those wishing to 
attend will please notify Rev. I’. H. Menzel, Gardnerville, Nev. 

W. Grunow, Sec. 


The Soo District Conference will meet, D. v., September 21 (A. Bf.) 
to 23 in Fargo, N. Dak. (Rev. J. C. Nauss). Papers by the Revs.: 
Kluender: Bartimacus; Grumm: Exegesis on Heb. 8, 10—12; Mes- 
serli: Fourth Commandment; Cloeter: Insurance. 

, J. P. KLauster, See. 


The Eastern Conference of the English District will meet, D. v., 
in the Church of the Holy Communion, 17th and State Sts., Harris- 
burg, Pa., September 28 to 30. Sermon by Pastor A. Kreyling; al- 
ternate, Pastor H. Gallmann. Confessional address by Pastor F. 
Schumm; alternate, Pastor G. Hageman. Essayists: Pastors A. 
Hanser, J. H: Miller, J. Skov, T. Sorge, F. Lindemann, G. Koenig. 
The brethren will please notify the resident pastor, Rev. John Henry 
Miller (1607 Forster St.), without delay. H. ENGELKEN, Sec. 


The Lake Erie Conference will meet, D. v., in Grace Church, 
Elyria, O., September 28 to 30. ssayists: Pastors H. C. Muhly, 
A.C. M. Wahl, M. Walker, C. H. Ruesskamp, and the Cleveland Con- 
ference. Please communicate with Pastor H.C. Muhly, 717 E. River 
St., Elyria, O. W. E. Stern, See. 





Announcement, 


The Rev. J. E. Shufelt, of Seward, N. Y., a former member of 


the Merger Synod, has applied for membership in our body. 
Detroit, Mich., August 20, 1920. O. C. KREINTEDER, 
President of the English District. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. 


Nominations for the New Professorship at Bronxville. 


The Rev. H. J. Rippe (at present instructor at the institute), by 
St. Paul’s Church, Paterson, N. J.; by Stephen’s Church, 
New York-City; by Immanuel Chureh, Danbury, Conn.; by 
Immanuel Chureh, New York City. 

The Rev. E. A. Nauss, by St. Paul’s Church, Vergas, Minn. 

The Rev. J: F. Wenchel, by Bethlehem Church, Baltimore, Md.; by 
St. Mark’s Church, Rochester, N. Y. 

The Rev. G. Schupmann, by Grace Church, Oak Park, III. 

The Rev. Walter A. Maier, by Zion Church, Boston, Mass. 


Communications concerning these candidates should be received 
no later than September 14 by Orro SIEKER 


Dusenberry PI, Bronxville, N. Y. 





Announcements Regarding Our Synodical Institutions. 


St. Paul’s College, Concordia, Mo.—The thirty-cighth school- 
year begins, D. v., Wednesday, September 1. Students should arrive 
the day before. Those obliged to pass an examination must present 
themselves on the morning of August 31.— Every student must be 
provided with the necessary clothes and bed-clothing, including a white 
bed-spread, as well as a trunk. The size of all bed-linen ought to be 
48. Instead of the uniform worn last year, every student is to 
have dark-blue trousers, three blue Chambray shirts with soft col- 
lars, and a gray sweater. Last-year uniforms may be worn as long 
as they are serviceable, Board will.cost $25 a quarter, payable 
strictly in advance. .‘The tuition-fee for such as do not intend to 
enter the service of the Church is $40 a year. With regard to books, 
desks, chairs, mattresses, and the like, it is most advantageous to . 
buy them here. Books must be paid for at once. Instruction in 
music is paid for by the individual student.— According to a reso- 
lution of Synod, the entrance requirement for admission is the eighth 
grade of the elementary school or its equivalent. All who are un- 
able to meet this requirement must enter a preparatory class, for 
which provision will be made here.— All moneys are to be sent 
directly to the undersigned. Financial statements are issued at the 
end of cach quarter, together with reports as to the progress of the 
students. — Since Synod has resolved that St. Paul’s College is by 
no means to be discontinucd, its services being needed, all necessary 
repairs will be made, so that no one need hesitate to send his son. — 
May the Lord, whom our school seeks to serve, furnish us a large 
number of diligent and devout students, in order that the institu- 
tion may ever more fulfil its mission —the glorifying of His name 
and the spreading of His kingdom on earth. 

J. H. C. Kaepret, President. 


Concordia College, Conover, N. C. — The new term at this in- 
stitution will begin, D.v., on September 1. Applicants for admission 
should present themselves for examination by August 3]. The full 
course, preparatory to entrance into the Seminary at St. Louis, is 
offered. Other courses are offered to both boys and girls. The new 
dining-hall will be ready for service, and under the new arrange- 
ments board will be furnished to the students at the lowest rate 
possible. — For catalog and further information apply to 

O. W. ISREINIIEDER, President. . 


California Concordia College, Oakland, Cal. — D. v., this in- 
stitution will enter on its fourteenth scholastic year September 7. 
Prospectives desiring to enter the preparatory class must have grad- 
uated from the eighth grade of either a public or a parochial school. 
Entry into advanced classes is granted upon proof that applicant 
is able to do the work required.— The commissary department of 
the school will endeavor to board resident students at an annual cost 


‘of $90. Students preparing for the ministry will not be charged 


tuition-fees. All others are required to pay a fee of $40 annually. 
Books call for an expenditure of from $10 to $15, and may be bought 
at the school. All necessary equipment, such as matiress, elmirs, ” 
bed-stead, is furnished by the school; but students are required’ to 
furnish their own bedding. — The undersigned commends California 
Concordia College to the prayerful consideration of all friends of 
Christian higher education. Sober-minded, industrious, Christian 
young men, willing to dedicate their lives to the service of the Gos- 


pel, are particularly welcome. Tueo. Broun, Jr., 
- California Concordia College, Oakland, Cal. 


Luther Institute, Chicago, Ill. — God willing, the new scho- 
lastic year begins September 7. Luther Institute is the property of 
the Lutheran congregations of Chicago. The number of students 
increases every year. Last year the total enrolment was 200. Eight 
eflicient professors instruct in_the following branches: Four-year 
Academic Course, Two-year Electrical and Mechanical Drafting 
Course, Commercial Course, Typewriting, Shorthand, Bookkeeping, 
Banking, Filing, Adding Machines, Dictaphones, ete.; Domestic 
Science, Economics, Music, ete. The Academic Department is now 
accredited with the High School Association of the Northwest, and 
hence the graduates of this department may enter any of our local 
or other universities. The tuition is reasonable. Even such as have 
no means are enabled to enter the Institute, as they are granted 
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the privilege of paying their tuition on the instalment plan after 

they have secured a position. For further particulars address the 

president of the Institute, Prof. W. C. Herrmann, 720 Clinton St., 

Oak Park, lL, or Luther Institute, 120 N. Wood St., Chicago, Il. 
Ap. BARTLING. 


Lutheran High School and Business College, Deshler, Nebr. 
—The new school-year of this institution will open September 8. 
The following courses are offered: Academic, Shorthand and Type- 
writing, Bookkeeping, Banking, Sewing, Domestic Science, Music. 
Catalog and further information will be furnished by 

O. GrareBNer, Deshler, Nebr. 


Bethany College for Young Ladies, Mankato, Minn. — The 
new school-year of this institution will open September 6. The fol- 
lowing courses will be offered: Preparatory; Academic; College; 
Home Economies; Commercial; Music; Expression; Art; Physical 
Culture. Mail xpplication for admission to B. F. Laukandt, Bethany 
College, Mankato, Minn. : 





Notices. 


The new school-year at Valparaiso University begins Septem- 
ber 21. The attention of all young men and women of our synodical 
circles who contemplate entering this institution this fall is. called 
to the local Immanuel Lutheran Church, where they are invited to 
worship during their stay here. All parents having sons or. daugh- 
ters, and all pastors having parishioners coming to the local uni- 
versity, are urgently requested to communicate immediately with 


Rev. C. W. Baer, 308 Washington St., Valparaiso, Ind. 


Any one kriowing of Lutherans not yet affiliated with any church 
residing or intending to settle in or near Patterson, Crows Landing, 
Los Banos, Modesto, Salida, Turlock, Livingston, Atwater, Winton, 
Merced, or anywhere in Stanislaus and Merced Counties, Cal., will 
please communicate their names and addresses to 

Rev. W. Grunow, Box 412, Newman, Cal. 


The undersigned has accepted a call to become Student Pastor 
at Madison, Wis. Any one knowing of students or faculty members 
from our circles at the State University at Madison, Wis., 1s car- 
nestly requested to lend his aid by directing them to the under- 
signed, and by sending.him their names and, if possible, their Madi- 
son addresses. ; 

Rey. AD. HAENTZSCHEL, 935 E. Gorham St., Madison, Wis. 


Western Kansas has many new settlers, a large number of whom 
are Lutherans. ‘We wish to serve them with the Word of God. 
However, western Kansas is large. Will you A ape help us get 
in touch with relatives and friends there by sending names and ad- 
dresses to Rev. Robert HEIKE, JR., Garden City, Kans. 





A Request for Aid. 


On June 8 a terrible storm created havoc in the eastern part of 
our county, destroying a number of houses and schools and almost 
every barn in its path.. Four beautiful churches were laid low, among 
them our new Zion Church near Stanton, N. Dak. Many of our mem- 
bers have suffered heavy losses of their own property, and it will be 
impossible for our congregation to rebuild our church without the 
aid of our Christian brethren and sisters. A church edifice answer- 
ing the purposes of our congregation would cost about $6,000. We 
therefore ask our sister congregations to aid us in building a new 
church. Zion Ev. Luti. CoNGREGATION NEAR STANTON, N. Dak. 

M. A. BERNER, Pastor. 


The above request for aid is most heartily endorsed for immediate 
consideration by our congregations. VaL. KERN, Visitor. 





This request for aid is endorsed by 
T. HINCK, oe 
President of the North Dakota and Montana District. 





Only two years ago the above-named congregation built the 
church lately demolished by a storm, and they are not able to re- 
build it without aid. Nor has the North. Dakota and Montana Dis- 
trict enough self-sustaining congregations to ag effectively. The 
undersigned Board of Synod therefore commends this request for aid 
to our congregations as well as individual Christians, who are ever 
ready to lend a helping hand to brethren in distress. 

Tne GENERAL RELIEF BOARD. 
Ava. LANGE, Ohairman, 
1315 Anthony Blvd., Fort Wayne, Ind. 
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Treasurers’ Reports. 
ENGLISH DISTRICT. 


Mission. — Congregations: St. Peter’s, Conover, N. C., $23.67; 
Our Savior, Cincinnati, 16.58; Grace, Strasburg, [l., 152.12; Beth- 
any, Chicago, 50.00; Grace, Elyria, O., 160.00; Redeemer, Detroit, 
78.30; Redeemer, Ireeport, HL, 13.30. Sunday-school, Redeemer 
Church, Detroit, 10.00, Fred Bardell, Galena, Ill., 2.00. — Total, 
$495.97. 

Yhurch Extension Fund. — Congregations: St. Pecter’s, Conover, 
N.C., $2.35; Grace, Strasburg, IIL, 76.07; Bethany, Chicago, 10.00; 
Grace, Elyria, O., 25.00; Redeemer, Freeport, Il]., 11.30. Ladies’ Aid 
Society, Zion Church, Cascade, Mo., 3.00.— Total, $127.72. 

Synodical Treasury. — Congregations: St. Peter’s, Conover, N. C., 
$5.90; Grace, Strasburg, Ill, 6.73; Bethany, Chicago, 20.00; Re- 
deemer, Freeport, Ll, 11.45.— Total, $44.08. , 

Synodical Building Fund, — St. Peter’s Church, Conover, N.C., 
$2.35. Fred Bardell, Galena, Ill., 2.00.— Total, $4.35. 

Mission in Brazil. — St. Peter’s Church, Conover, N.C., $1.18. 

Board of Support. — Congregations: St. Peter’s, Conover, N.C., 
$5.06; Bethany, Chicago, 20.00; Grace, Elyria, O., 50.00; Redeemer, 
Ireeport, I1l., 4.60. — 7'otal, $80.26. 

Deajf-mute Mission. — St. Peter’s Church, Conover, N.C., $ .46. 
Fred Bardell, Galena, IIl., 1.00.— 7'otal, $1.46. 

Field Secretary of the District.— Church of Our Savior, Cin- 
cinnati, O., $22.10. 

Forcign Mission. — St. Peter’s Church, Conover, N. C., $10.00. 
Sunday-school, Redeemer Church, Detroit, 15.00. Fred Bardell, Ga- 
lena, III., 1.00. — Total, $26.00. 

" Pe lala Mission in U. S.—St. Peter’s Church, Conover, 
N.C, 

_ General Ilome Mission.— Congregations: St. Peter’s, Conover, 
N.C., $2.35; Bethany, Chicago, 11.97; Grace, Elyria, O., 25.00.— 
Total, $39.32. 

Immigrant Mission. — St. Peter’s Church, Conover, N.C., $ .25. 

Mission among Indians. —C. K., St. Louis, $5.00. St. Peter’s 
Chureh, Conover, N.C., .46.— Total, $5.46. 

Indigent Students. — Ladies’ Aid Society, Zion Church, Cascade, 
Mo., $6.00. 

Jewish Mission. — St. Peter’s Church, Conover, N. C., $ .25. 
Sunday-school, Redeemer Cliurch, Detroit, 4.46. — Z'otal, $4.71. 

Ministerial Education Fund, — Congregations: St. Peter’s, Con- 
over, N.C., $1.18; Bethany, Chicago, 10.00. 
of Our Redeemer, St. Louis, 50.00. — Total, $61.18. 

Negro Jission. — Congregations: St. Peter’s, Conover, N. C., 
$1.88; Bethany, Chicago, 19.30. Sunday-school, Church of Our Re- 
is. St. Louis, 25.00. Fred Bardell, Galena, Ill, 1.00.— Total, 
ss ote Mission, Chicago, Ill. — Church of Our Redeemer, Chicago, 

Ol. 

Lutheran Orphan Home, Addison, [ll.— Walther League Y. P.S., 
Windsor Park Church, Chicago, $9.50. Fred Bardell, Gulena, IIL, 
1.00. — Total, $10.50. . 

Lutheran Sanitarium, Wheat Ridge, Colo. — Young People’s 
Society, Hope Church, Chicago, 12.50. Fred Bardell, Galena, IIl., 
1.00. — Total, $13.50. 

Walther League Wheat Ridge Sanitarium Dollar Collection. — 
Walther League, Christ Church, Washington, D.C., $250.00. Young 
People’s Society, Zion Church, Gravelton, Mo., 4.50. — Total, $254.50. 

City Mission Social Worker, St. Louis, Mo. — Ladies’ Aid Society, 
Grace Church, St. Louis, $3.00. 

L.L.L. Endowment Fund. — Fred Bardell, Galena, IIl., $6.00. 

. GRanp Tota: $1,277.05. 

‘ August 23, 1920. Cras. H. DETTE, 7’ rcas., 
3935 Greer Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


SOUTHERN DISTRICT. 
(May and June.) 


Home Mission. — Mission-festival collections of the congregations 
in New Orleans, $321.39. P. Heisler, envelope collection, 42.65. Con- 
gregations in New Orleans: St. John’s, .50, and from F. R., 6.00; Zion 
Sunday-school, 9.31. Congregations: Birmingham, 55.00; Fernan- 
dina, rent (April, May, and June), 50.00; Pascagoula, 4.05. Rev. 
Bruss, from H. Schlueterbusch, 1.25; M. Mandel, 1.00. — Total, 
$492.05. 

Colored Mission. — Mission-festival coliections of the congrega- 
tions in New Orleans, $20.00. St. John’s Congregation, New Orleans, 
from N. N., 5.00. Rev. Bruss, from H. Schlueterbusch, .50; F. Bauer, 
15.— Total, $25.65. 

City Mission. — Mission-festival collections of the congregations 
in New Orleans, $20.00. Congregations in New Orleans: St. John’s, 
2.00; from A. Flicisch, .50, and P. Heisler, .25; Zion, 2.00; First 
English, 1.00, and from Sunday-school, 3.00.— Total, $28.75. 

Foreign Mission. — Congregations: Birmingham, $11.55; Trinity, 
New Orleans, 1.00. — Total, $12.55. 

China Mission. —Sunday-school in Birmingham, $9.90. 


Sunday-school, Church * 
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South Amorican Mission. — Sunday-school in Birmingham, $ .50. 

“ie Bruss, from H. Schlueterbusch, .25; I. Bauer, .25. — J'olal, 
1,00. 
- Indian Mission. — Congregation in Pascagoula, $1.32. 

dission among Jciws, — Congregation in Pascagoula, $ .84. 

Isle of Pines Mission. — Congregation in Pascagoula, $1.48. 

Synodical T'reasury. — Congregations in New Orleans: Zion, 
$2.50; Salem, 16.00.— 7’otal, $18.50. 

Synodical Building Fund.— Congregations: Pascagoula, $3.30; 
Trinity, New Orleans, 7.10.— Total, $10.40. 

Support Fund. — Congregations: Birmingham, $24.20; Paseca- 
goula, 1.65; Clinton, 6.50, and from C. E.S., 5.00; First English, New 
Orleans, 3.00. — Total, $40.35. 

Church Katension lund. — Congregations in New Orleans: First 
English, $22.55; St. John’s, 15.35. Congregations: Lake Charles, 7.00; 
Clinton, 4.50. — $49.40, 

Institute for the Feeble-minded. — Congregation in Pascagoula, 

33. 


Sanitarium in Wheat Ridge.— Walther League contributions: 
Birmingham, $175.00; Leagues in New Orleans: Trinity, 14.00; Mount 
_ Calvary, 5.00; Zion, 87.51.— Total, $281.51. 

Concordia Colicge.— Ground rent (June), $3.00; ‘house rent 
(June and July), $65.00. — Total, $68.00. 

Bethlehem Orphan Home. — Oberdieck-Brackmann wedding, 
$14.00. Congregations: Pascagoula, 1.65; Albany, 19.00, and from 
Ladies’ Aid, 25.00; in New Orleans: First English, 20.88; Trinity, 
21.21.— Total, $101.74. 

Congregation in Alexandria.—Trinity Congregation, New Or- 
leans, $52.30. 

German Relief. — Rev. Bruss, from Mrs. J. Peters, $2.00. 

Indigent Students. — Congregations in New Orleans: St. Paul’s, 
Bible Class, $6.00; Ladies’ Aid, 4.00; — Zion, 3.00; Sunday-school, 
1.00; H.H.C., 1.00; — St. John’s, Ladies’ Aid, 4.00; from F.R., 2.00; 
— First English, 3.00; Sunday-school, 9.00.— Total, $33.00. 

GRAND ToTAL: $1,232.07. 

New Orleans, La., July 15, 1920. - A.C. Retsra, 7'reas., 

315 S. Jefferson Davis Parkway. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Central Illinois District during 
July, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $482.49; Synodical Building Fund, 206.63; 
Missions, 845.47; Miscellaneous, 1,757.24. — Total, $3,291.83. 
E. C. BEox, Treas. 


EASTERN DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Eastern District during July, 


Synodical Treasury, $503.85; Synodical Building Fund, 241.60; 
Missions, 1,243.83; Miscellaneous, 1,921.57. — Total, $3,910.85. 
J. P. SoHAFFER, T'reas. 


MICHIGAN DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Michigan District during July, 
1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $443.52; Synodical Building Fund, 444.22; 
Missions, 3,354.68; Miscellaneous, 6,132.56.— Total, $10,374.98. 
G. WENDT, Treas. 


NORTH DAKOTA AND. MONTANA DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the North Dakota and Montana 
District from May 15, to July 15, 1920: — 

Synodical Treasury, $130.62; Synodical Building Fund, 78.30; 
Home Mission, 1,708.97; other Missions, 337.03; Lutheran Laymen’s 
League, 118.50; Miscellancous, 682.85. — T'otal, $2,719.24. 

P. Meyer, 77eas. 


SOUTHERN WISCONSIN DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Southern Wisconsin District 
during July, 1920: — 

Synodical Treasury, $546.99; Synodical Building Fund, 135.60; 
Missions, 2,920.49; Miscellaneous, 1,767.43. — Total, $5,370.60. . 
,A. Ross, Treas. 





From Slovak Congregation, Akron, O., per Rev. J. Vojtko, for 
Foreign Mission, $36.00. From the schoolchildren of Immanuel Con- 
gregation, Lidderdale, Iowa, per C. H. Kraemer, for Wheat Ridge, 
7.90. From N.N., Dallas, Tex.. for Home Mission, 5.00. Per Rev. 
R. Kretzschmar, from Pastor W. O. Speckhard, for Mountain Re- 
treat, 5.00. From Bethlehem Congregation, Milwaukee, for Synodical 
Treasury, 50.00. From Wm. Goerrs, Martinsville, N. Y., for Foreign 
Mission, Negro Mission, Watertown Institute, and South American 
Mission, 5.00 each. From Mrs. C. M. Weber, Cumberland, Wis., for 
Indigent Students, 2.00. From Anna Manner, Milan, Tenn., for 
J.. L. L., 6.00; for Building Fund, 4.00. From Rudolph Schmidt, 
Downing, Wis., for China Mission, 6.00. I. SEUEL, Gen. Treas. 


-contributor of Cleveland, O. 
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Acknowledgment. 


: ipt tribution 
The L. L. L. eratefully acknowledges the receipt of a con 
of $i6.00 for oar Perunnent endowment Fund, from an anonymots 


Frev C. Prirauarr, L. L. Is. Treas., 
730 First Wisconsin National Bank Bldg, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 














Advance of Price for “Witness” and “T.utheraner.” 


In accordance with synodical resolution the subscription price 
of the Lurueran Witness and Lutheraner has been advanced to 
$1.25 ench, payable strictly in advance; in St. Louis (and in the sub- 
urban places served from the St. Louis post-office) and in foreign 
countries, including Canada, $1.50 per annum. The new price goes 
into effect on September 15, 1920. Up to then subscriptions will be | 
accepted at the old price, also renewals. Thus if your subscription 
expires on December 31, 1920, we will accept your renewal from De- 
cember 31, 1920; to December 31, 1921, at the old figure, provided 
the amount and order reach our office before noon of September 15, 
1920. — The combination price on Lutherener and WITNESS is with- 
drawn altogether. ConcorDIA PuBLISHING HOUSE, 

St. Louis, Mo. 








Change of Addresses. 


Rev. E. Baese, P. em., 4539 Ray Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 
Rev. W. C. Birkner, 242 Eastern Heights Blvd., Elyria, O. 
Rey. W. A. Braun, 642 E. 130th St., Cleveland, O. 

. W. G. Brunn, 315 Fenimore St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Rev. O. M. Burkhardt, Tampa, Kans. 

Rev. C. D. Eifert, Garfield, Minn. 

Rev. C. Engelder, 300 Bloomfield St., Hoboken, N. J. 
Rev. O. C. Geisler, R. 3, Boone, Iowa. 

Rev. F. E. Gohlke, R. 3, Merrill, Wis. 

Rev. G. Groh, Lemington, Wis. 

Rev. A. G. Hemer, Box 313, Gilman, Wis. 

Rey. C. Henrichs, 6107 Carpenter Ave., Cleveland, O. 
Rev. E. Janssen, Draper, S. Dak. 

Rev. W 


7, A. Kanning, c. o. Rev. H. Meyer, R. 2, Lakefield, Minn. 

*, A. H. Kaub, 1513 Grand Ave., Dallas, Tex. , 

. R. Krenke, R. 2, Dayton, Iowa. 

. C. W. A. Kuehner, Winthrop, Minn. 

» H. Lutz, Box 64, Goodridge, Minn. 

. A. C. Marquardt, Box 26, Pleasant Dale, Nebr. 

. E. J. Moede, 616 Seventh St., Devils Lake, N. Dak. 

. G. Moeller, 901 ¥ St., Lincoln, Nebr. 

. G. Muehlhaeuser, Hamlin, N. Y. 

. H. Mueller, Danbury, Wis. 

- J. Oppliger, 3547 Marcus Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 

. P. Pennekamp, R. 1, Box 328, Clayton, Mo. 

. A. Ristow, 734 First St., Milwaukee, Wis. 

Rev. P. W. Reehrs, R. 1, Norwood Park Sta., Chicago, Ill. 

Rev. M. J. Seaer, Sealy, Tex. 

Rev. C. Schulz, Alma Center, Wis. 

Rev. F. Schwan, 401 E. 11th St., Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Rev. B. V. Skov, 2315% Elm St., Milwaukee, Wis. 

Rev. A. C. Wacchter, Col. Meron, Crespo, F. C. E. R., Rep. Ar- 
gentina, S. America. 

A. J. Binneboese, Roselle, Ill. 

L. J. Detgen, Box 85, Fairmont, Okla. 

W. v. Dissen, Gillett, Ark. 

F. W. Eggers, 1002 Georgia Ave., Norfolk, Nebr. 

M. Frieser, 3802 N. Robey St., Chicago, Ill. 

C. P. Michel, 1417 22d Ave., Seattle, Wash. 

A. C. Neumann, Box 523, Worden, IIL. 

G. L. Schumm, 1188 Lexington Ave., Akron, O. 

E. W. Traugott, R. 5, Lincoln, Kans. 

W. F. Wendling, Okawville, Ill. 
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Faith. 


To him whose heart is hallowed by thy power, 
O faith divine, thou givest heaven and all. 
God heeds thy prayers, and cherubim, thy call; 
Earth bows her head at thy behest each hour. 
For thee the-universe holds all in store: 
The mountains tremble, kingdoms rise and fall, 
Sin flees thee with its wormwood and its gall, 
Hell quails, its donjon closed forevermore. 
O faith divine, all blessings are from thee! 
Fair Bethlehem and shrouded Calvary, 
The open sepulcher, the mansions high: 
Whatever Christ has won with precious blood 
Upon His ransomed saints thou hast bestowed, 

~ When thou didst make them blessed sons of God! 

Ottawa, Il. | J. 0. Mueuuer. 





Luther’s Praise of Choirs and Music.: 


“With all my heart I wish that the divine and glorious 


gift of music be recommended and praised: 1 am so over- 
whelmed by the magnitude and the abundance of its excel- 
Iencies and its preciousness that ] can find neither beginning 
nor end of adequate expression for it all; indeed, I feel that 
' although I extol it to the utmost, my eulogy, nevertheless, 
remains altogether insufficient and inadequate. For who 
can do justice to this subject? And even though you attempt 
to say everything, you will appear to have said nothing. 

“In the first place, if you consider the matter itself, 
you will discover that music has been bestowed upon and 
implanted in all creatures from the very beginning of the 
world, for there is nothing in creation without sound and 
melody, so that even the air, which in itself may neither be 
felé nor sensed and is of all things the most silent, aye, is 
considered dumb and nothing at all, nevertheless, if it be 
moved, it becomes audible, sounding, even sensible. But in 
living beings music is much more wondrous even, especially 
in birds, of which the poet-king and inspired psalmist, David, 
speaks in the 104th Psalm, verse 12, where he expresses his 
admiration for the wondrous skill and firmness of the song 
of the birds: ‘By them shall the fowls of the heaven have 
their habitation, which sing among the branches.’ And _ yet, 
how much more exquisite is the music of the human voice! 
The wise men of this earth have gone to some trouble to 


study that marvelous piece of art, the voice of man, how 
a slight movement of the tongue and even a more slight 
movemeut of the air passing through the throat begets those 


- Infinite variations and articulations of the voice, and of the 


words by which the soul rules the will, and the will controls 
the voice. And all this so powerful, so effective, that it may 
not only be heard by all, but even understood, and that at 
some distance. ... Much more could be said on this matter, 
but I shall only call attention to this one thing, which is 
confirmed by our experience, that after the Word of God 
music alone is rightly considered the lord and ruler of the 
emotions of the heart... . What greater praise than this 
could we give to music, for if you wish to comfort the sad, 


_correct the presumptuous, encourage the despairing, abase the 


proud, quict the raving, conciliate the unfriendly, — and who 
can mention all the lords of man’s heart, namely, those emo- 
tions and motives or spirits which move to all virtues and 
vices, — what can you find that is more effective in all this 


- than this musie of which we speak? Even the Holy Spirit 


honors musie as an instrument of His own office, when in 
His holy writings He testifies that through it His gifts come 
upon the prophets, that is to say, the impulse to all virtues, 
as we sce in Elisha. Again, that through it also the devil 
is driven out, that is, he who moves to all vices, as is shown 
in the case of Saul, the king of Israel. Therefore it was 
the carnest wish of the fathers and of the prophets that 
nothing be more closely united with the Word of God than 
music. For thus there have come those many songs and 
Psalms through which both the words and the melody is 
to alfect the heart of the hearer. While .with other living 
beings and bodies there is music, but no speech, to man 
alone did God give articulate speech, joined to melody. And 
if you compare one person with the other, you will see how 
manifold and varied are the gifts of voice and of music 
which the Creator has distributed to the different ones, so 
that one differs from, and surpasses, the other. For not 
two persons can be found who at all times have the same 
voice and speech, although we often notice that some imitate 
others, even as some are other people’s apes. 

“And if now the natural gift is improved by practise 
and is cultivated and allowed to develop, then we are even 
more astounded at the infinite and perfect wisdom of God 
in this His wonderful work of music. It is beyond com- 
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prehension. We may hear the same voice sing, and, as it 
proceeds, hear it joined by other voices in a wonderful way, 
which support and adorn it with tones of praise, of cheer, 
and of sweet accompaniments, so that they blend and appear 
to become a kind of divine symphony, which impresses even 
those who have but little appreciation for music... . 

“My dear young man, I commend to thee this noble, 
wholesome, and cheering gift of God, by which you also may 
assist the emotions of your heart to escape from shameful 
lusts and bad company. Learn to recognize in this creature 
the Creator and to praise Him. And learn to guard and 
protect yourself against those corrupt people that abuse this 
natural beautiful gift and art as do those unchaste poets 
in their silly, lovey-dovey songs. Be sure that the devil 
drives them even against nature, which would and should 
with this gift praise God alone, who has given it to us... .” 
(XIV, 428 ff.) 

Again, at another time Luther wrote: “I do wish that 
the young people who should and must be educated in music 
and other good arts should have that by which they might 
rid themselves of the unchaste and carnal songs, and instead 
of them learn something wholesome, so that they might take 
pleasure in that which is good, even as becomes young people. 
Nor am I at all of the opinion that through the Gospel all 
arts should be annihilated, as some fanatics pretend, but 
1 would have all arts, especially music, placed in the service 
of Him who gave and created them.” (X, 1423 f.) S. 


_ Chosen of God. 


Base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath 
God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to naught things 
that are. 1 Cor. 1, 28. 

The words quoted above are printed on the title page 
of a paper issued by an institute maintained within our 
circles for the care of feeble-minded. A better text could 
not have been chosen; none could have made a deeper im- 
pression. The inmates of such an institute are wretched 
creatures; weak, feeble, not capable of thinking a single 
logical thought; their mind, frequently dwelling in a body 
that conforms to its tenant, is oftentimes misshapen and de- 
formed; and on the title page of a periodical published in 
their interest we find words asking us to believe that they 
and their ilk are chosen of God. 

But God has made His word come true; He has kept 
His promise, and we have heard from one who ought to 
know, that, though the teachers of these children may some- 
times spend years in trying to impart to them the most 
simple things in secular knowledge, that years may elapse 
before they can be brought to the point where they can count 
three or four, yet when it comes to the simple Bible-truths, 
they are able to grasp them. “The testimonies of the Lord 
are sure, making wise the simple.” What strange, incoherent 
thoughts throng their fevered brain, yet the Holy Spirit, mak- 
ing good His promise concerning those who are “base and 
despised,” through the spoken Word enters into the soul, un- 
hindered by the obstacle of a blurred, impaired intellect, and 
as is said in regard to the prayer of Christians who “know not 
what they should pray for as they ought,” so also the Spirit 
makes intercession for these unfortunates, with “groanings 
which cannot be uttered.” By Baptism and the few words of 
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Gospel that have penetrated the chaos of their mind these 
children have been chosen, and how will many men stand in 
awe and wonder on that last day, when they shall see such 
mortals raised in glory everlasting, far above those who have 
had better advantages. 

The word “base” in the original expresses what we in 
our day might call a “scrub”; not of noble blood; not full- 
blooded. From the standard of the world all Christians are 
such scrubs; there is no spirit in them; morbid, they have 
such fine notions of sin; they have such a peevish conscience. 
The word “despised” is used to signify those who are nothing; 
those who do not count for anything. 

Such has God chosen. It has been said that God accepts 
those whom Satan himself rejects, and He most certainly ac- 
cepts those who are rejected by the world. He makes them 
His sons and daughters; through faith showers upon them 
blessings innumerable, so that eye hath not seen, ear hath not 
heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man what 
God has prepared for those that love Him. By the Holy 
Spirit working through the Sacraments and the Word He has 
chosen them, made them believers, members of His own body, 
His glorious Church. 

Indeed, they were not chosen because they were base and 
vile; not any more than Lazarus went to heaven because he 
was poor. But in choosing such as are base and vile God 


- has a special purpose. They have nothing whereof they may 


glory, neither before God nor man, and although before God 
no man is able to glory, nevertheless those who have some- 
what “whereof they may glory,” ¢.¢., before men, those who 
have always lived righteously, have always been honest, chaste, 
upright, they are always inclined to think that because of this 


_ preference upon earth they shall also be allowed to enjoy this 


distinction before God. Therefore God has chosen men who 
are despised in order thereby to “bring to naught the things 
that are,” at least a little bit, before men. With God there 
is no respect of persons, and all those who are saved must 
come down to the same level, the level of grace without any 
works of the Jaw whatsoever. Whether we know the entire 
Bible “by heart,” or whether we are not able to repeat a single 
verse from memory; whether we have given millions to char- 
ity, or whether we have been beggars all our lives; whether 
we haved lived respectable lives, or whether we have wasted 
our talents in debauchery and drunkenness, — when it comes 
to being saved, none of these things will constitute either an — 
advantage or a detriment; grace excludes all works on 
our part. 

Gibbon, in his history of the “Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire,” wonders why such men as Seneca, the elder 
and the younger Pliny, Tacitus, Plutarch, ete., men who in 
his opinion “might have seemed the most worthy of the heavy- 
enly present,” men who “filled with glory their respective sta- 
tions, either in contemplative or active life,” whose “excellent 
understandings were improved by study,” — he wonders why 
such men did not accept the Christian religion. ‘The answer 
is simple to a Christian. Christ thanks God who has hid 
these things from the wise and prudent, and Paul tells us 
that God has chosen the base things of the world, the things 
which ‘are despised, yea, the things that are not. 

One of our noted dogmaticians says: “Two kinds of 
people are going to hell, those who are in the gutter, and 
those who are out of the gutter,” meaning, of course, those 
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who are in the gutter and who die in their sins, unrepentant, 
and those who are out of the gutter, but think that because 
of this fact they are better than the men in the gutter. We 
may turn the table and say something similar of those who 
are going in a different direction. ‘“‘I'wo kinds of people are 
going to heaven; those who are in the gutter and those who 
are out of the gutter.” A man in the gutter, and be he ever 
so muddy, if he will acknowledge it and come to Christ for 
help, shall be saved. A man out of the gutter, and be he ever 
so clean in his own eyes and in the eyes of his fellow-men, 
must also come down to the “gutter basis” before God; he 
must acknowledge that but for God he, too, would be in the 
gutter, and that as far as his good works are concerned, there 
is no hope for him; then he, too, shall be saved. 

Both the profligate and the respectable person have a 
chanoe, and if both, untouched by the regenerating influence 
of the Gospel, run the most consistent course, the former to 
sclf-abasement, shame, disgust of himself, the latter to self- 
love, self-glorying, self-righteousness, then, humanly speak- 
ing, the former has the advantage. He has nothing, he is 
naked; and when the Gospel of Jesus Christ is brought to 
him, he will most gladly receive it, and make the blood of 
Christ a covering for his shame, yea, his “jewels and his 
glorious dress.” The respectable person has a few rags to 
cover his shame-before men; he has made his boast in them; 
so when the piercing eye of God’s Word reveals his nakedness, 
shows him how woefully inadequate such tatters are, his pride 
is hurt, and he will have none of it. Nor are we merely speak- 
ing “humanly” in this matter. It was Christ Himself who 
said to the Pharisees that the harlots and publicans would go 
into the kingdom of heaven before they would. Paul knows 
whereof he is speaking when he says: “Not many wise men 
after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble are called; 
but God has chosen the foolish things of the world, to con- 
found the wise; and God has chosen the weak things of the 
world, to confound the things which are mighty.” We thank 
God that He has chosen the base things, for in this way we 
Christians have come to the rich heavenly inheritance. 


Goodland, Ind. O. W. LINNEMETER. 


The Church and Industrial Disputes. 


A discussion involving issues of paramount importance 
‘to the work of the Christian Church has arisen through the 
Interchurch World Movement’s report on the situation of 
the workers in the steel industry. The Industrial Relations 
Division of the Movement had conducted an investigation 
of the United States Steel Corporation’s plants, and the re- 
port of this commission has recently been published. The 
report is unfavorable to the Steel Corporation. It informs 
the world that 69,000 steel employees are working the twelve- 
hour day and that 70,000 receive the lowest rate of pay — 
under $1,466 a year. The investigators find that the ultimate 
control of the plants “is vested in a small group of financiers 
whose relation to the producing force is remote.” “Black- 
lists” are used against those who attempt to unionize the 
shops, and the “right of free speech and assembly has been 
abrogated without just cause.” ‘The report recommends a 
commission of the Federal Government to inaugurate con- 
ferences between the Steel Corporation and its employees for 
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the elimination of the twelve-hour day and the seven-day 
week, and for the adjustment of the wage rates. In a letter 
to the American public, issued September 3 by the Inter- 
church commission, an appeal is made that the public take 
steps, through organizations and otherwise, to avert another 
steel strike, and the opinion is reiterated that a crisis can 
be averted only through open conferences between employces 
and workers, under a commission of the Federal Government. 

The Interchurch committee’s report has been severely 
attacked by Jron Age, an organ of the steel industry, Industry, 
the Wall Street Journal, and other periodicals. The charge 
is made that the Interchurch committee employed in its in- 
vestigations men of “extreme social views,” apologists for 
the I. W. W., radicals, semi-Reds, philosophical anarchists, 
and parlor-Bolshevists, and that its report is deeply tinctured 
with radicalism and Socialism. The evidence presented for 
this charge is rather impressive. In its public letter the 
Interchurch commission defends itself against the accusation 
of radicalism, asserting that the investigation was painstaking 
and impartial, and that the personnel employed .was of the 
highest civic type. And here the controversy stands at 
present. 

In the religious press even at this time a sharp divergence 
regarding the merits of the Interchurch report is noticeable. 
The Presbyterian calls the entire undertaking of the Inter- 
church commission a case of “Economical Trespassing,” and 
prints a letter from a contributor, who says of the commis- 
sioners: “Their report reads more like the soap-box effusion 
of an I. W. W. agitator than the sober words of Christian 
men, and is at variance with the evidence brought out at 
the investigation made by the committee of the United States 
Senate. Opposed to the committee’s distressing picture of 
oppression and starvation wages (as I recall it), we have 
the positive testimony of Judge Gary, that the wages paid 
for the lowest class of labor, by his company, is four dollars 
per day, and double and treble that per diem for skilled labor, 
that $29,000,000 has been expended by the corporation in 
housing and other social improvements, besides other millions 
distributed among the employees in profit sharing and divi- 
dends. I cannot conceive that the report will receive any 
considerable endorsement by church people, but it will do 
damage in other directions; and it will encourage the dis- 
turbers and invite the new strike which the committee pre- 
dicts and evidently will approve.” 

Other church-papers declare that the Interchurch com- 
mission did useful work, and that its suggestions are to be 
welcomed as evidence of the Church’s interest in the working- 
man.. Quite generally, the work of the commission is referred 
to as an attempt of the Church to secure justice to manual 
labor and, as such, to be commended, even if the report 
betrays “socialistic leanings.” 

What shall be our attitude towards the issues raised by 
this business ? 

As regards the merits of the accusation made against 
the steel corporation, we shall say that the Church is not 
involved in any sense in the Interchurch committee’s report. 
The Interchurch Movement did not act for the denominations, 
and for any findings of any of its committees Interchurch 
alone, and not the Church, must be held responsible. It is 
simply not in harmony with the facts to say that in and 
through this report “The Church has espoused the cause of 
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the laboring man,” or, “The Church has meddled in in- 
dustrial affairs.’ Interchurch is not the Church, never was 
the Church, nor an ageney of the Church, and its judgments 
and suggestions can in no sense be said to reflect the opinion 
of the Church, Its actions and published opinions can as 
little be made a cause of praise or dispraise of Christianity 
as would be the report of a North Polar expedition made 
up of members of the various Christian denominations. Let 
this be clearly understood that Interchurch, being a. scelf- 
constituted organization, cannot speak or act for the Church. 

But how about the larger issue,—the relation of the 
Church to industrial disputes? Has the Church the right 
and the duty, or has she not the right, to raise her voice against 
low wages, poor housing conditions, unfair contracts, and 
other forms of social injustice? 

The Church has the right and the duty to speak, where- 
ever the Lord of the Church has commanded her to speak. 
Moreover, the Church has the right only to speak that which 
the Lord has commissioned her to speak. Because the Lord 
has not established that the eight-hour day is demanded by 
social justice, and that the twelve-hour day constitutes a case 
of social injustice, the Church has no right to speak for the 
one or against the other. For the settlement of all such 
questions, God has endowed men with reason, and has or- 
dained another institution, the State. Government is estab- 
lished to restrain injustice and to enforce just relations among 
citizens. The functions of the Church are spiritual. Her 
commission is a spiritual one. It is, to call men to repen- 
tance and to point them to the Cross of Jesus Christ and 
His atonement. Jesus was more than once confronted with 
questions involving social justice, and in each case He refused 
to be arbiter. When the man came to Him,-asking Him 
to prevail upon his brother to divide the inheritance, He 
replied: “Man, who made me a judge or a divider over you?” 
And when the tribute money was shown Him, He refused 
to enter into a discussion of the justice of Roman taxation, 
but said: “ender unto Caesar the things that are Cacsar’s.” 
Few people know to what extent social injustice prevailed 
in the days of Jesus Christ. There were, on the one hand, 
uncounted millions of slaves, rated by the Roman landowner 
and merchant as so much cattle. On the other hand, the 
fabulously rich Hortensius watered the plantains in his 
park with wine, Caccilius Claudius, after suffering consider- 
able financial reverses, left 260,000 head of cattle to his 
heirs, and C. Hirrius, a comparatively poor man, was able 
to furnish 6,000 eels from his ponds for a banquet given 
to Cacsar. The sums expended on dress and food by the 
plutocrats of that age make the extravagance of the American 
millionaire appear like thrift. And all this wealth of the 
ruling classes had been amassed through the most atrocious 
oppression of nations conquered in the imperialistic age of 
Roman expansion. Yet where, in the gospels and epistles, 
do we find ihat the duty is enjoined upon Christians of de- 
stroving an unjust social system and laboring for the abolition 
of political tyranny? 

Ifow, then,— does the Christian religion countenance 
injustice and oppression? By no means. Where its teach- 
ings prevail, where minds have been renewed by the Word 
of Christ, the spirit of mercy and justice penetrates all human 
relations, and men dwell together in peace. But this is not 
the same as saying that the Church is to make social better- 


ment and uplift the object of her activities. ‘These follow, 
with certainty, where she preaches her message; but as a 
by-product, the result of the leavening power of her doctrine. 
Let the Christian ministry exalt Christ as the Savior from 


sin, let hearts accept ILim as Lord and King, and the sanec- ° 


tifying power of the Spirit’s work will be evident. here 
is no preaching in the apostolic letters against slavery, 
gladiatorial games (in which men fought with men and 
beasts to the death to amuse the Roman public), and temple 
prostitution; yet when Christianity prevailed, slaves were 
set free, the bloody games ceased, and the shameless temple 


rites were forever abolished, — not through political and - 


social agitation by the Church, but through the invincible 
power of her testimony to the ‘Truth that converts and re- 
generates the most abased heart. And so to-day the greatest 
power for social and economic justice is the preaching of 
those simple doctrines of the Gospel which we have learned 


in childhood days. ‘The Gospel has no particular political 


message or social program; it is a message of pardon to 
sinners. But the principle of Love, which is its heart, be- 
comes, through the Christians, the most powerful social force 
in the world. And while the Gospel produces the most pro- 
found effects upon public life, morals, and even government, 
yet it is so universal in its teachings that the Christian 
Church can endure under any and every social and political 
system, under an absolute monarch, in an aristocracy or 
government by the titled and the rich, as well as in a democ- 
racy, or in a socialistic state, yes, if that need be, even under 
a Soviet form of government. It teaches obedience to mag- 
istrates, but does not prescribe the political form of the 
state; it inculeates temperance, but does not seek to define 
the percentage of alcohol permissible in beverages; it- de- 
mands that laborers be paid an honest- wage, but docs not 
legislate on twelve- or cight-hour days, or wage-scales, or 
arbitration, or collective bargaining. The principles of Chris- 
tianity are basic, general, but all-sufficient. I have known 
a wealthy church-man who had a strike on in his establish- 
ment; he had a million dollars to fight the union and the 


pledge of police protection to the bitter end; but. he yielded ~ 


every point to his men, because he knew that their demands 
were just. I know another church-man who had little means, 


but resolved to contest the demands of his men, though it’ — 


should cost him his life (it nearly did), and he fought them; 
and he did right. Both these men acted with a good con- 
science and denied no principle of their faith. Their 
guidance was the spirit of Justice and of Right. Where 
that spirit is not implanted by the Gospel, all regulations 
and adjustments attempted by men in the name of Chris- 
tianity and with the authority (presumed) of the Christian 
Church cannot bring about social contentment or industrial 
peace. Where that spirit rules, there is no need of repres- 
sive laws. 
But shall the Church not publicly testify against social 
wrongs, economic oppression, unjust industrial conditions? 
Most assuredly, where she knows them to exist. But let it 
be understood that the Church by such testimony cannot, 
if she be true to her mission, aim at anything but the con- 
version of men from their evil, selfish ways. Those who do 
not accept Christ she does not attempt to correct outwardly, 
or to enforce through police measures their compliance with 
certain laws; she announces to them the eternal doom as 
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the end of their evil-doing, naught else. If she proceed one 
inch (by word or action) in the direction of enforcement 
of what she deems right, she trespasses on the domain of 
the State, and thereby cuts away from the Spirit’s guidance 
and authority. Only the children of God can be instructed 
in righteousness. ‘Those without Christ must be constrained 
by law, here government must perform its sole and particular 


' task. And since ours is a representative form of government, 


Christians should, according to the knowledge which they 
may have of civic and industrial conditions, exert their in- 
fluence as citizens that social justice may prevail. If the 
members of the Interchurch commission in their capacity 
as citizens have examined into the merits of the steel con- 
troversy, they have been within their rights. If conditions 
in the steel mills are as they claim, their opinion and sug- 
gestions, as coming from good citizens to their fellow-citizens, 
should be heeded. But they cannot speak for the Church, 
nor can the Church exert herself for their or any other 
economic or social program without trespassing on a field 
in which she has no commission from her Lord. G. 


Meeting of the Board of Directors. 


The Board of Directors held its third meeting August 20 


at Chicago in the office of the Lutheran Laymen’s League.. 


Mr. ‘Theo. Eckhart was appointed financial secretary and 
will at once take up his work for Synod. Until now he has 


served in this capacity for the Army and Navy Board and- 


the L. L. L., by whom he was highly recommended. Let us 
all trust that through this newly created office much may 
be done toward the improvement of Synod’s finances. 
Mr. Eckhart’s address is: 139 N. Clark St., Room 1513, 
Chicago, Ill. 

he Board of Directors elected a committee on finance, 
consisting of the President and Messrs.'F. Pritzlaff and B. 
Bosse, which is to direct and assist the Financial Secretary. 

The Financial Secretary was advised to arrange the 
Synodical Budget. All treasuries, with the exception of the 
building treasury, will be embodied in it, so that the districts 
and congregations will be informed of Synod’s current wants. 
The Budget will soon be published in our church-papers and 
sent to the congregations through the synodical officers. _ 

The Board is of the opinion that the moneys appro- 
priated by Synod for new buildings, amounting to $1,381,250, 
be raised by a special collection to be commenced this fall. 
Since the delegates of our Synod to the Synodical Conference, 
who met at Milwaukee in August, heartily endorsed this 
plan, we hope that all our congregations will gladly respond 
and be helpful im accomplishing these great things. 

Our brethren in Western Canada resolved to hold a gen- 
eral conference in Saskatoon, Sask., in November to discuss 
the erection of a college. The Board appointed the President 
and Mr. Bosse to take part in these deliberations, and fixed 
November 11 as the date for this important business. 

The Board will again convene at the Concordia Pub- 
lishing House in St. Louis, September 23 and 24, to survey 
the sites offered for the new seminary and, if feasible, select 
the location. | 


Chicago, IIl., August 26, 1920. F. PFoTENHAUER. 








Enitorial. 


The Synodical Conference. — A report on the recent 
sessions of the Synodical Conference is found on another page. 
We earnestly recommend it to the careful reading of all our 
people. 

The Synodical Conference consists of the Missouri Synod, 
the Wisconsin Synod, the Slovak Synod, and the Norwegian 
Synod of the American Evangelical Lutheran Church.* These 
four bodies are organically united and meet through representa- 
tives in Synodical Conference every two years. They are in 
fellowship with the Evangelical Lutheran Free Church in 
Europe, and the Evangelical Lutheran Synod in Australia. _ 

The basis of union between these bodies is complete agrec- 
ment in the doctrines of Holy Scripture, as evidenced in public 
profession and churchly practise. Three great principles, firmly 
grounded in Scripture, underlie the fraternal relations which 
these bodies hold to one another: — 

1) The revelation of the divine mind given in Scripture is 
so plain that every Christian may know what God wants him 
to believe and do. Unity of belief is possible. 

2) Relations of church-fellowship (joint worship, joint re- 
ligious work) are, properly, the privilege of those who hold 
membership in bodies which through their publie teaching and 
practise establish their adherence to every point of Christ’s 
teaching. 

3) Each member in the general body is responsible for the 
public teaching and conduct of all those with whom he is in 
relations of fellowship. . 

These three points characterize Synodical Conference Lu- 
theranism. 

In its statement of objects the constitution of the Synodical 
Conference declares that it is organized, primarily, for the pur- 
pose of “giving public expression of the unity in the spirit sub- 
sisting between the various Synods, for mutual strengthening 
in faith and profession, and for the promotion of unity in teach- 
ing and practise and the removal of threatening disturbances of 
the same.” On the basis of such unity of conviction the synods 
within the, Synodical Conference propose to enter into “joint 
undertakings for common purposes,” and to labor for the “union 
of all Lutheran synods in America into one orthodox” (rightly 
believing) “American Lutheran Church.” 

In numbers, the Synodical Conference is the greatest single 
body of Lutherans in the world. While this is to us a cause of 
great joy, we recognize in the growth of our body an undeserved 
mercy of God. Our unity will be preserved only in such measure 
as we adhere to the doctrines of Scripture and the Lutheran 
Confessions; we shall be faithful to these doctrines only so long 
as we retain a laity which recognizes its duty to watch with a 
vigilant cye over the teachings proclaimed from our pulpits and 
in our literature; and we shall have an earnest, intelligent laity 
only so long as we maintain our emphasis on doctrine in church, 
in school, and in our periodicals. So long as our people are 
properly instructed in the doctrines of the Church, no attacks 
upon our Church — be it from an evolutionistic science, a Cal- 
vinistic Protestantism, a scheming Romanism—can prevail 
against us. Once remit our watchfulness, once permit false 
teachers to speak in and for our Church, once countenance un- | 
Lutheran practise in congregations and synods, and our Synod- 





ical Conference is doomed. Testimony to the truth (and, in- 


* This is a small body composed of pastors and congregations 
that for reasons of conscience refused to join the Norwegian Merger 
of 1913. 
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separable from such testimony, reproval of false doctrine) is 
the breath in the nostrils of our body. This being so, the highest 
duty of our Church must be to train an intelligent laity, —a 
membership which knows the true doctrine, which will heed 
faithful testimony, and which will be ready to turn away from 
any false teacher who may arise in our midst. Hence the 
thorough training of our childhood and youth in the teachings 
of Christianity is the absolute condition of our existence and 
growth. Upon this one point is pivoted the entire structure, the 
grand editice of our Synodical Conference: Christian Educa- 
tion. Without it, we are undone; with it, we are invincible — 
for that which we teach and profess is tho ancient apostolic 
faith, the faith that has conquered the world. G. 


Prospects for Lutheran Church Union. — What are the 
prospects of a union of all American Lutheran synods into one 
soundly Lutheran body? ‘To effect such a union is one of the 
declared objects of our Synodical Conference. What progress 
has been made in that direction in recent years? Let us survey 
the field. 

The report on the Milwaukee convention contains the dis- 


tressing news that the separation of the Norwegians from the - 


Synodical Conference must be accepted as a fact. The’ most 
patient and unwearying efforts of the Synodical Conference com- 
mittee, appointed to avert a breach with the Norwegian Synod, 
failed to secure for them even a hearing. This is most deplor- 
able, and the tidings of it must sadden our sfeople everywhere. 
So hearty have been our relations of fellowship with the Nor- 
wegian Synod in the past that the prospect of a breach, threat- 
ened through the union of the Norwegian Synod with other 
Norwegian bodies on a basis which permits truth and error to 
stand side by side, caused the Synodical Conference to appoint 
a committee of men known for their ability and sound judg- 
ment to confer with the Norwegian Synod. Our efforts failed, 
the Norwegian Synod could not be reached, and its leaders have 
the heavy responsibility of thwarting labors for the continua- 
tion of an ancient friendship. Their attitude is reflected in the 
official organs of the Norwegian Morger, which now breathe a 
spirit of distinct animosity against our body. As a result, 
a sentiment of unfriendliness to the Synodical Conference is 
very probably being created also where it has not existed in 
the past. These are conditions unfavorable to fossienines union 
which must be recognized. 

There is opposition to the Synodical Conference also in the 
official organs and other church-papers of the United Lutheran 
(Merger) Church. The Lutheran and other papers tirelessly 
repeat their charges against the Synodical Conference as a 
“legalistic” and pharisaical body. The Lutheran quite recently 
accused us of “a species of Calvinism,” — the doctrine that God 
does not desire to save all, but only a few, that Christ did not 
die for all, and that some are foreordained to damnation. It 
behooves us, of course, to point out with all patience and in a 
spirit of conciliation the impropricty of these accusations. It 
has been our experience that where we have been given a fair 
hearing, just judgments of our doctrinal stand are formed. 
Shall we not hope that leading men in the United Lutheran 
Church will give some consideration to the defense which we 
make, and will also consider impartially the exceptions which 
we take to the tolerance of un-Lutheran practises and to the 
manner in which the Merger constitution violates the rights of 
the congregations? Surcly, given an open mind and fair in- 
tentions, the principles of our church-life and doctrine must 
win recognition also where the dissemination of incorrect infor- 
mation now stands in the way of an approachment. 

Thoroughly imbued with the Scripturalness and the reason- 
ableness of the Synodical Conference position, we are sanguine 
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enough to hope that the day will come when our platform will 
be recognized as a feasible one for a truly God-pleasing union 
of Lutherans. We do not dream of a great Lutheran body, 
organized under one head and manageinent. What is essential 
(and feasible) is a relation of fellowship, of agreement in pro- 
fession, and cooperation in religious work. Some success has 
attended our labors in this direction. Progress has been re- 
corded in our efforts to remove the differences in doctrine which 
separate the Synodical Conference from the Ohio and Iowa 
Synods. A committee composed of representatives of the Wis- 
consin Synod, the Missouri Synod, the Ohio Synod, and the 
Iowa Synod has met at various times during the past three 
years for doctrinal discussions. As a result, the committee was 
able during the present year to report to the respective synods 
that 2 complete agreement had been reached between these com- 
missioners in the doctrine of Conversion. The report was ro- 
ceived with much joy by our representatives at Detroit, and also 
by the conventions of the other bodies, and the committee was 
encouraged to proceed with the discussion of such other points 
as have been and are in controversy between us. 

What are the prospects of union elsewhere? 

In the publications of the Buffalo Synod we have noted, in 
recent years, a tone very friendly to the Synodical Conference. 
It was a Buffalo Synod editor who pointed out, some time ago, the 
inconsistency of those who continually accuse us of “aloofness” 
in the matter of church-fellowship while charging us, at the 
same time, with false doctrine. The Buffalo Synod has quite 
lately established fraternal relations with the Iowa Synod. 
When God, in His own time, hears our prayers for a scttlement, 
on the basis of our Lutheran Confessions, of the difficulties be- 
tween ourselves and Iowa, it follows that reestablishment of 
brotherly relations with Buffalo may be reasonably hoped for. 
Few things could gladden our heart more than a healing of 
that breach back in the sixties. 

With the Danish Lutherans we have not conferred a as er 
on church union, nor with the Swedes (Augustana Synod). 
Common sense dictates the course that wo first of all endeavor 
to establish brotherly relations with those bodies which through 
the community of languages (the German and English) would 
most readily find occasion for “joint undertakings in common 
purposes” (Synodical Conference constitution). But who of us 
would not rejoice if also with those bodies that employ another 
tongue fraternal relations could be established? In the days of 
Luther, Germans, Englishmen, Poles, Lithuanians, Danes, Nor- 
wegians, and Swedes labored in fellowship; what a splendid 
hope that such relations may some day again exist among their 
American descendants! 

Finally, we know, from our correspondence and from other 
sources, that the Synodical Conference has a great many friends 
in those very bodies which are, through their papers, now widen- 
ing the breach between them and us. Are we too sanguine if 
we hope that, the better our position is known, the greater the 
number of our friends will become? — that in the end a 
majority of all Lutherans will enter into relations of fellow- 
ship with us on the basis of the Lutheran Confessions? God 
grant it in His own manner and time! 

We have, in the above, not quoted statistics on membership. 
Purposely not. Numbers do not count in the kingdom of God. 
Though a body be the smallest, we do not desire to live in con- 
troversy with it. Though it be tho largest, we would not deem 
it right to yield any principle for the sake of peace. And though 
our Synodical Conference should decline and become an alto- 
gether insignificant body, its glory would be the same if it re- 
mains a soundly Christian body. And that glory is not its own, 
but God’s. G. 
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The Evening Service.— Many of our churches omit tho 
Sunday evening services during the summcr months. In some 
of the cities a number of churches unite to have Sunday evening 
services together. As fall comes on, most of these churches 
again have their own evening services, and that is as it 
should be. In the cities especially, we cannot afford to sur- 
render this opportunity of proclaiming and hearing tho power- 
ful and saving Word of God on Sunday evenings. 


A conscientious pastor will give the Sunday evening ser- 
vices much thought; but he knows very well that it is not suf- 
ficient simply to think of it, he will look about for helpful sug- 
gestions. ‘hese pastors we would remind of an excellent article 
in the Hlomiletic Magazine of 1915. We would also refer them 
to the Index of this Homiletic Magazine gotten out by our 
Publishing House in the year 1915. That Index is a rich 
storchouse for the one who is able to recognize a gem when 
he sees it. f 

But the evening service is not the pastor’s service only, it 
is the congregation’s service as well, and therefore the congrega- 
tion also ought to give it some thought. We doubt that the best 
preacher can preach with courage, energy, and devotion to empty 
pews. If, then, your pastor is making an effort to do all that he 
ean for the evening service, let every member in the congrega- 
tion stand by him. If the pastor fills the pulpit, let the members 
fill the pews. It is a good thing to invite strangers to ‘accompany 
you to your church on a Sunday evening. If it happens that the 
pastor has issued a program for the Sunday evening services, 
look over the subjects that are mentioned, and try to recall, if 
possible, some one who ought to hear a sermon on onc or the 
other topic, or who is interested in one or the other subject. Let 
each of our members consider the following: In many of our 
cities the show-houses are crowded on Sunday nights, and much 
that people sce and hear there is corrupting. Usually the 


brighter the lights are without, the darker is the sin within. - 
God calls us Christians the salt of the carth, and it is also. 


through our evening services that our influence as a salt in this 
corrupt world is to be felt. If there are as yct few in your even- 
ing services, do not become discouraged and declare that there 
is nothing cheering about the service. Let that very neglect 
rather be a challenge to you to do your part. Come and help 
the singing all you can. Come and aid in creating an atmos- 
phere of Christian good cheer. Encourage the pastor by your 
presence, singing, and attention. Encourage the stranger and 
visitor by a hearty welcome. Do you not remember the promise 
of the Lord: “That if two of you shall agree on earth as touch- 
ing anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of 
My Father which is in heaven”? Matt. 18, 19. 


What an excellent opportunity on Sunday nights to gather 
with other earnest Christians ‘and pray for God’s blessing! 
What a blessing to a Christian family if they can gather in the 
Lord’s house on a Sunday evening! What a blessing to a whole 
congregation if their Sunday evening services are blessed of 
God! How the pastor’s heart will warm towards his people if 
he can notice their cooperation in his efforts for their own wel- 
fare! My dear Christian, where are you on Sunday evenings, 
and where are your children? Are you, or are they sitting in 
the seat of the scornful, or standing in the way of sinners, or 
are you with those whose delight is in the Law of the Lord 
and who meditate in His Law day and night? May God Him- 
self, with His Holy Spirit, bless our pastors and people also in 
these evening services. May He fulfil His promise to those who 
love His Word, that cach of these “shall be like a tree planted 
by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his 
season,” and that “his leaf also shall not wither, and whatsoever 
he docth shall prosper.” S. 


Another Type of Americanization. — Under this head the 
Detroit News July 1 said editorially: “Thousands of Lutherans 
from Poland, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Germany, Austria, 
Hungary, Lettvia, and other countrics of northern and central 
Europe are expected to immigrate to the United States through 
the port of New York in the next year, or as soon as such migra- 
tion is permitted. The Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, 
Ohio, and Other States, which has just ended its triennial con- 
ference in Detroit, made it its business to ascertain these facts, 
to approximate as closely as possible the numbers to be expected, 
and then it made arrangements to care for these immigrants to 
the extent of placing adequate Lutheran forces in New York to 
bring the Lutheran immigrants to the Lutheran Church. 

“The value of this to the United States as a whole is great. 
It gives the immigrant an American connection immediately. 
It prevents the immigrant thus guarded from herding with others 
of his kind, equally ignorant of American ideals and customs, 
into a community that is essentially non-American. It puts him 
into personal contact with an organization long established in 
America, which is thoroughly American. The Lutheran Church 
in America dates back beyond the landing of the Pilgrim 
Fathers. It gives the immigrant a great initial impetus toward 
securing his proper bearings in America. 

“Though the primary purpose of the Lutherans in establish- 
ing the New York organization is religious and not social, it 
cannot help being of general social benefit.” 

The editor of the News has gotten the right point of view. 
While all our work has for its impelling force the religious 
motive, the benefits accruing therefrom are felt by the state and 
by society at large. A good citizen in the kingdom of God makes 
a good member of the commonwealth. G. 


Episcopal Efforis to Unite the Church. — Anglican 
bishops, at the recent conference at Lambeth, issued an urgent 
appeal to “all Christian people” to reunite into one large, truly 
eatholic church of the future. The appeal is directed: “to the 
orthodox churches of the East and to the great Roman Com- 
munion of the West, no less than to the free churches which 
have grown to maturity among the Anglo-Saxon races. Its 
scope is so wide that there can be no doubt large numbers of the 
bishops who issucd it had in mind those of our kith and kin in 
the great Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist, and Congregational 
communions with whom, although they are separated from the 
church, the Anglican Communion has so much in common, both 
in faith and in practise.” . 

In connection with this appeal the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury made public the following statement of his own: “The 
vision embodied here is new, even revolutionary. The plans of 
reunion whereby the Anglican Church might hope to absorb 
other communions are frankly abandoned. What is needed is 
a new structure, simple enough to begin at once, but large 
enough to include all.” 

There is the usual deploring of the divisions among Chris- 
tian people, and the bishops are frank to confess to a share in 
the guilt. As far as can be gathered from the reports of the 
Associated Press, the union of the churches is to involve accept- 
ance of the Bible, of the Nicene and Apostles’ Creed, the sacra- 
ments of Baptism and Holy Communion, and “a ministry ac- 
knowledged by every church as possessing not only the inward 
call of the Spirit, but also the commission of Christ and the 
authority of the whole body.” 

It is true that the division between Christian churches is a 
great sin and scandal, for it is repeatedly and expressly con- 
demned in Holy Writ. But that is only one part of the truth. 
It is much more important to ask, What is it that actually 
causes these divisions? God has pointed that out to us when * 
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He speaks of those who cause divisions and offenses in the 
Chureh by teaching doctrines contrary to His own Word. Rom. 
16,17. The sad, confusing, and highly offensive divisions in the 
Christian Church, which are causing confusion, apostasy, and 
temporal and eternal misery for millions, is caused by those who 
teach contrary to God’s holy Word. This fact must be recog- 
nized. It is one of the many perverse inconsistencies of men 
that that they are willing to deplore the divisions, and yet ob- 
stinately refuse to condemn the false teacher who causes all the 
mischief. They find it easier to demand that all teachers sur- 
render something of their specific teaching without reference 
to its truth or error. Do they not see that by this course the 
truth would be wrested from us inch by inch? Or do they 
imagine that success in opposing righteousness and God’s Word 
will not whet the appetite of false prophets for more of the same 
kind of vietorics? Or do they suppose that Satan will cease 
fighting when he has gained an outpost? The fearful ungod- 
liness, destructive corruption, and influence for evil of all false 
teaching must be recognized, or little will be done for truc 
church union. Passing resolutions which condemn divisions, 
deplore the external dismembered condition of Christendom, 
and appeal to the churches to unite, is well enough; just as it 
is good, in a way, to condemn drunkenness; but all this will 
never produce unity or union. These are accomplished by teach- 
ing and proclaiming God’s Word in its truth and purity, and 
especially by exhibiting the truth in distinction from error. 

This Anglican Lambeth appeal may be much noticed and 
discussed, but we fear that there will be less result from it than 
from one good, sound, and earnest sermon in which God’s Word 
is purely taught and defended. S. 


The Hearsay Scientists.—Some who claim for them- 
selves the name of scientists look disdainfully down upon simple 
Christians and their childlike faith in the teachings of Holy 
Writ. <As for him, the educated skeptic of the university, he 
will believe nothing but what has been established by indispu- 
table proof. He is proud of his unbelief. However, such proud, 
opinionated wiseacres make more than one mistake. Their very 
pride blinds them. If they were forced to apply their theories 
even to some of the practical matters of every-day life, they 
would soon find what an unworkable principle they have laid 
down for themselves. According to their fundamental principle 
of certainty, no one could be sure of his own parents, or of his 
older sisters and brothers, or of any verdict that is given in any 
court of justice, or of any historical fact. They must also, if 
they insist on their theory, deny the possibility that God the 
Almighty could under any circumstances reveal anything to us 
besides that which He has revealed in nature. Yes, since it is 
proved that our senses at times deceive us, because they are de- 
fective and inadequate, such people can actually be sure of 
scarcely anything at all. 

While they may have great confidence in their own lJearn- 
ing, erudition, and information, we are not going to be so foolish 
as to take their bare statements as proof of their claims. After 
all, these would-be scientists believe in many things and assume 
many things for which they have no proof at all. They assume 
many things upon the most flimsy grounds. Not long since, 
a certain professor of biology made certain assertions concern- 
ing evolution and life which were challenged by defenders of 
Bible truth. They asked him to prove his theory of evolution. 
What do you think he answered? He answered this: “It is not 
necessary to continue to prove evolution, as it has already been 
proved.” That reminds us of the answer which Luther reccived 
when he asked some of his opponents to prove his teachings 
erroneous, They told him that his doctrines had been already 
condemned by church councils. This same professor of biology 
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referred his critics to elementary text-books of science, not for 
proof, but for the statements which he had made. Even we 
pastors, in instructing children for confirmation, do not ask 
these children to accept a certain truth because it is in the 
text-book, but because it is revealed by God from heaven. Many 
of these doctors of philosophy and professors of biology and lec- 


‘turers on geology are not ns careful and scientific in their 


methods as one of our plain country preachers is when he in- 
structs his children for their first communion. Another argu- 
ment which this professor used to prove his contention was this, 
that all biologists maintain the theory of evolution. What would 
we think of a Roman Catholic with whom we argued concern- 
ing the supremacy of the Pope if he simply offered as proof for 
his superstition that every single Roman Catholic archbishop 
believes in the supremacy of the Pope? If these scientists wish 
us to accept their unproved theories, they must do better than 
simply base them upon the best guesses of some of their best 
minds. At the time of Jesus some of the highest men gucssed 
that Jesus was John the Baptist raised from the dead; but 
they were mistaken, and in those same days Judas was convinced 
by every sign that Jesus would finally succumb to the overpower- 
ing influence of the scribes, Pharisees, Sadducces, and elders 
of the people. THe felt satisfied that one poor man with twelve 
foolish, sinful, and poor followers and a lot of timid, insig- 
nificant adherents could not withstand the influence of the 
money, of the wealth, of the power, of the education, of the 
prestige, of the very highest leaders of the entire nation. But 
Judas was mistaken. No one was ever more mistaken. Scien- 
tists must do better for some of their theories if they would 
have us adopt them. For one thing, we Christians prefer God’s 
eternal truth, which has stood the test of centuries, to the bare 
statements of a race of men that have called each other liars 
for nearly six thousand years, and whose vacillations, errors, and 
perjuries we experience almost daily. No doubt, if they had 
seen Adam one hour after his creation, they would have in- 
sisted that “science” teaches that a man of that size must be at 
least thirty or forty years of age, even though God from heaven 
would assure them that He had created him but an hour ago. 
In the second place, we simple Christians know a little about 
science, — just enough to know that the very theories of which 


‘these unbelievers boast will not even stand the test of genuine 


scientific investigation and method. S. 


Spiritism Holds On. — And whom did we meet on our 
doorstep coming home from the backwoods trails to the city 
home? If it wasn’t Professor Valerius Dalmores, “the greatest 
living psychic” (pronounce cy-kick), “the one Being of Cau- 
easian blood who can command the occult intelligence, and the 
first American to be thoroughly initiated into the mysteries’ of 
the mahatmas” —! ~ (Fine word, mahatmas; nobody under- 
stands it, but it fairly breathes ancient Iindoo wisdom.) He 
had left his card on our doorstep. How interesting: “He will 
tell you how to obtain absolute suceess in any undertaking; he 
teaches you how to develop the power of personal magnetism. 
Don’t delay. If you are worried, dissatisfied, unhappy, un- 
successful in love, business, or domestic affairs, consult Dal- 
mores. He will help you. He will steer you to an oil-well into 
which you can drop a life’s savings, to be collared by the mahat- 
mas, with a fifty per cent. commission to himsclf” Al] this 


‘ (except the last sentence) and much more was on the yellow 


eard which announces: “Clairvoyant readings (for a short time 
only) for 25 cents.” . 

So the Spiritistic cult is still doing business 10 a. x. to 
9 p. uw. (Sundays, 10 a. M. to G Pp. M.), as the card says. A geven- 
day-labor week for the spirits which the Interchurch commission 
ought to look into when it gets through with the steel workers, 
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Our professor with the Italian name is, of course, a pure 
humbug, and the only spirits with whom he can hold contact are 
the kind being “stolen” from bonded warehouses every Tues- 
day and Thursday. If space permitted, we could give interest- 
ing details about the underground connection between bogus 
stock promoters and “Clairvoyants” of the Dalmores type. 

Meanwhile the effects of the Spiritistic propaganda are be- 
ginning to show up in public. In our little book we said that 
Spiritism drives people crazy. Now, h year after the occult wave 
struck America, we find that alicnists (experts on insanity) ex- 
press their alarm at the increase of insanity due to Spiritism, 
especially to the attending of séances and to the ouija board. 
In the annual report of the Morris Plains Insane Asylum, a 
New Jersey institution, Dr. M. C. Curry, head of the asylum, 
declares that many addicts to the Spiritistic fad have lost their 
reason. “It would be difficult,” says Dr. Curry, “to imagine 
conditions more favorable for the development of a psychosis” 
(diseased state of the mind) “than those furnished by frequent 
visits to mediums and séances.” At Washington, D.C., fifteen 
devotees to the ouija board were received into a madhouse 
recently. At El Cerrito, Cal., thirty women were so affected by 
ouija work and other Spiritistic experiments that they were 
consigned to the asylum for the incurably insane. 

The statement is sometimes made that such cases are due 
to the fact that the Spiritistic cult mainly attracts people of 
a mind that is already abnormal, — people inclined to hys- 
teria, cte. This, however, is not the case. The women of 
El Cerrito were ordinary housewives, industrious, common-sense 
people, normal in every way until the Spiritistic practises de- 
stroyed their reason. In the very centers of American culture 
the fad seems to attract the greatest numbers. College towns 
and university towns are the greatest hotbeds. At Ann Arbor, 
matters have come to such a pass that members of the faculty 
of the University of Michigan have found it necéssary to issue 
.a solemn warning to their students, both men and women, 
against the growing habit of consulting the ouija board on all 
matters of life. 

One professor, appalled at the strides that the ouija board 
is making among the impressionable souls, male and female, at 
Ann Arbor asserts that “the lure of the ouija is becoming a 
scrious menace in this country.” And another, startled by the 
insidious influence of ouija, pleaded thus with the boys and 
girls: “Ouija boards are becoming more plentiful in the fra- 
ternity and socicty homes and in the rooms of independent 
students than Bible prayer-books, and more frequently con- 
sulted.” ; 

We are glad to note that the Satanic influences which are 
active in the genuine manifestations of Spiritism are being 
more generally recognized. Dr. Schofield, of London, a dis- 
tinguished medical man, in a recent book maintains that the 
influence of non-human spirits cannot be denied, and that “the 
terrible warnings of Scripture against all forms of necromancy, 
against all attempts of communication with another world, are 
justified on every side by actual scientific experiment.” The 
Lutheran Companion (Swedish) sounds this note of warning: 
“Behind it all stands the unseen world of wicked spirits, which 
under the guidance of their head, the old serpent, the devil, 
are now pressing in upon humanity preparing for the final con- 
flict. Whoever practises Spiritism, soothsaying ouija board, 
or resorts in any shape or form to these things, opens his soul 
to the vilest and most degrading influence, and invites these 
demon forces to contro] his life. Demon possessions are seen 
on all sides, but through these occult practises they will become 
ere long the universal thing. Christian parents must warn and 
watch their sons and daughters, for the young are especially 
susceptible to these horrible things.” 
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SYNODICAL CONFERENCE CONVENTION. 


The Synodical Conference is the largest body in the world 
consisting of strictly confessional Lutherans. It is the organ- 
ization through which our Synod maintains fellowship with 
other truly Lutheran synods of America. It now comprises the 
Ev. Luth. Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States, the Ev. 
Luth. Joint Synod of Wisconsin and Other States, the Slovak 
Ey. Luth. Synod of America, and the Norwegian Synod of the 
American Ivy. Luth. Church. The aim and purpose of the 
Synodical Conference is to give expression to the unity of 
faith, and to foster aud promote the same. It watches over 
the doctrinal discussions of the various synodical conventions 
in its midst, and carries on negotiations toward unity with 
other Lutheran synods. 

The conventions of the Synodical Conference are composed 
of delegates sent by the various synods that belong to it. These 
conventions take place every two years. Because of war con- 
ditions, however, there had been no convention since 1916. This 
year the Synodical Conference met in St. John’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, of Milwaukee (Pastor John Brenner), on 
Wednesday, August 18, and adjourned on Monday, August 23. 
At the opening service on Monday morning, Pastor H. M. Zorn, 
of South Euclid, O., preached on Jas. 1, 22—25. On Wednesday 
afternoon the convention organized when the committee on 
eredentials (Pastors Theo. Lactsch and P. Oehlert) reported. 
Seventy aceredited delegates were present, and thirty-four 
visitors registered. The Rev. C. Gausewitz was reelected presi- 
dent, Prof. L. Fuerbringer was chosen as vice-president, and the 
undersigned was made secretary, the former secretary, Prof. 
John Meyer, having resigned. Mr. Albert Gruett, of Merrill, 
Wis., was chosen treasurer in place of Mr. H. A. Christiansen, 
who had been treasurer since 1879, but who resigned because 
of advanced age. Pastor A. Fuchler, of Hoyleton, Il., was asked 
to open every session with a devotional service. 

The morning sessions were almost entirely devoted to a dis- 
cussion of certain theses submitted by Prof. John Meyer of the 
seminary in Wauwatosa, Wis., on the principles underlying our 
struggle to maintain our parochial schools. The discussion was 
very lively, and it was resolved to continue the subject two 
years hence. ! : 

The Synodical Conference rejoiced to reccive into its mem- 
bership at this convention the Norwegian Synod of the Amcri- 
ean Evangelical Lutheran Church, which has 2 membership of 
thirty pastors and twenty congregations. This body represents 


‘a minority, which, to maintain purity of doctrine, found itself 


conscience-bound to leave the older Norwegian Synod when that 
body left its old doctrinal standards, severed its connection with 
the Synodical Conference, and merged with the United Church 
and the Hauge Synod. In 1912 the Synodical Conference ap- 
pointed Dr. F. Pieper, Prof. W. H. T. Dau, and Prof. Theo: 
Schlueter a committee to confer with this older Norwegian 
Synod with the view of averting the rupture. In 1914 and 
1916 this committce was constrained to report that its efforts 
had been of no avail. It now made its final report in Milwaukee, 
stating that their most friendly, patient, and persistent efforts 
had been unavailing to obtain for them even a hearing. The 
Synodical Conference regretfully made record of this and dis- 
missed the committee. However, the new Norwegian Synod of 
the American Evangelical Lutheran Church, represented at this 
convention by the Revs. George A. Gullixsen and L. P. Jensen, 
was most cordially received into fellowship. May God bless — 
yea, God does bless abundantly — all those who stand courage- 


‘ously for the purity of His Word against the overwhelming 


indifference and laxity’ of our agel 

The Synodical Conference also took official notice of a re- 
port of the Ev. Tuth. Joint Synod of Wisconsin and Other 
States in which this sister synod of ours stated that the Wis- 
consin, the Minnesota, the Michigan, and the Nebraska Synods, 
formerly associated with us under those names, had now amal- 
gamated into this joint body. It is comprised of eight districts, 
to wit; the North Wisconsin, the West Wisconsin, the Southeast 
Wisconsin, the Minnesota, the Michigan, the Nebraska, the 
Pacific-Northwest, and the Dakota-Montana Districts. 
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The Synodical Conference has engaged in active mission- 
work ever since its organization. Our Negro Mission is carried 
on not only by our Synod, but by the entire Synodical Con- 
ference, and a large part of the time of the convention was 
devoted to tho affairs of that richly blessed mission. Since the 
day before the opening of the convention a large committee had 
devoted very much time and painstaking effort to the lengthy 
report of the Mission Board for the purpose of making the 
proper recominendations. 


The unchurched negro certainly lies at our very door, and 
there are many special reasons why we should not overlook him, 
but rather give him very particular attention. And the results 
of our Negro Mission-work are more encouraging than those 
of missions carried on in almost any other non-Christian field. 
Also the past four years showed an encouraging growth, despite 
scrious difficulties, such as war-time propaganda, epidemics, and 
the strong migration of the negro northward. We now have 
56 congregations and preaching-stations, an increase of 5; 3,366 
baptized members, an increase of 910; 1,880 communicant mem- 
bers, an increase of 580; 452 voting members, an increase of 
115 38 Christian day-schools, an inerease of 7; 3,185 scholars, 
an increase of 923; 2.421 children attending the Sunday-schools, 
an inerease of 446. Our Lutheran negroes last year contributed 
$14.325, which constitutes an increase of $5,909 in two years, 
whereas the total contribution last year, black and white, was 
$75,319, showing an increase of only $4,435 during that same 
period. The increase of contributions has not, however, kept 
pace with the growth of the mission and its requirements. Our 
Mission Board, in the last four years, three times increased the 
salaries 10 per cent., and it was now resolved to allow another 
increase of 25 per cent., and to give the Board power to make 
further increase, if necessary. This raises the annual budget 
to about. $115,000, but it means only 15 cents, if every com- 
municant member of the Synodical Conference does his share. 


The Synodical Conference was convinced that a liberal 
building program also is necessary. If our Negro Mission is 
to flourish. negro workers must be trained, and women workcrs 
of that race hardly less than men. We need them for the 
schuvols, and we need them for the homes. It was resolved to 
erect a girls’ dormitory in Greensboro, N.C., for about $30,000- 
as soon as possible, and a normal high school in Alabama as 
soon as feasible thereafter. In addition there is needed a pro- 
fessor’s dwelling in Greensboro, as well as chapels in various 
places. together with the ground to build them on. The appro- 
priation for buildings equals or surpasses the allowance for 
salaries, and if we want to pay it this next year, which is by 
all means the right thing to do, we shall have to raise some- 
thing between $225,000 and $250,000, which again, however, 
means only an average contribution of about 35 cents per 
communicant. 


Such averages, though, are deceiving, and many a man 
confessed that his conscience was aroused, and that he would 
hereafter work harder to get his congregation to do its share 
more fully. Ways and means were provided for better publicity 
with regard to the needs of the Negro Mission in synodical con- 
ventions, in conferences, and in churches. Our church-papers 
were encouraged to devote, if possible, more space to this mis- 
sion, and the wider distribution of the Afissionstaube and the 
Lutheran Pioneer was urged, while the price of these papers 
must be raised to 50 cents. The various district synods were 
requested to place the Negro Mission on their budgets. A larger 
use of the illustrated lectures was recommended. The Synod- 
ical Conference has an official representative in every district, 
and these men were charged to be well informed on our Negro 
Mission, and to promote its work diligently both at district 
conventions and at pastoral conferences. Tho following repre- 
sentatives were chosen in districts where there is a vacancy: 
Missouri Synod: Brazil District, Prof. J. Kunstmann; Kansas 
District, Rev. O. Heerwagen; Michigan District, Rev. F. H. 
Brunn; Nebraska District, Rev. M. F. Scheips; South Dakota 
District, Rev. F. J. Gracber; West Canada District, Rev. C. T. 
Wetzstein. — Wisconsin Synod: North Wisconsin District, 
President A. Spicring; Northwest Pacific District, Rev. F. H. 
K. Soll; Dakota-Montana District, Rev. W. Saucer. — Norwc- 
gian Synod, Rev. M. K. Bleken. 

Pastors Schulze, Jesse, and Walther, whose terms of office 
on the Negro Mission Board had expired, were reelected. 

It was further resolved to convert what is known ‘as the 
Million Dollar Fund into an endowment fund, from which the 


buildings of the mission are to be maintained, so as to relieve 
the mission treasury. 7 

It was resolved to appoint a committee which at the next 
convention is to submit a plan according to which all the synods 
of the Synodical Conference are to bo represented on tho Mis- 
sion Board in proportion to their ‘size. 

The Rev. Superintendent N. J. Bakke was given a rising 
vote of thanks for his long years of service. He was made 
Publicity Sceretary for the Synodical Conference. <A sct of 
regulations was adopted according to which he is to go about 
throughout the Synodical Conference, lecture in behalf of the 
oe Mission, secure the necessary funds, and report to the 

oard. 


A petition of the Lutheran Charities Conference was re- 
ferred to the various synods. Also some very touching appeals 
for help which camo from Europe were referred to the various 
Boards for European Relicf already existing in the Missouri 
and the Wisconsin Synods. 


A vote of thanks was tendered to St. John’s Church of 
Milwaukee and her pastor for the very hospitable reception 
accorded the convention; to the committee that served for cight 
years in the Norwegian matter; to the committee that handled 
the Negro Mission-work; and to Mr. Hl. A. Christiansen for his 
forty years’ service as treasurer. 


Fellow-Christian, thank God that you are privileged to 
belong to this great Synodical Conference, and pray and study 
that you may hereafter do your part of the work more intelli- 
gently and actively! 


Cleveland, O. H. M. Zorn. 


AMERICAN LUTHERAN EDUCATION ASSOCIATION. 


About three years ago a small body of men met to. confer 
in regard to educational work under the auspices of the Church. 
Thus was founded the National Lutheran Edueation Associa- 
tion, an organization whose aim is to study the means at hand, 
to promote schools, and to foster in our people a desire to edu- 


eate their children to the greatest possible extent. This small - 


beginning has borne fruit manifold. 


A board of nine trustees was clected, many of them business 
men who had little time to spare outside their professions and 
commercial enterprises. ‘The work rested mainly upon the 
shoulders of the field manager, the president, and several ficld 
seerctaries. Much cffort was put forth without expense to the 
organization. At the end of the first year 634 men and women 
had enrolled as members. The initial task was one of organiza- 
tion, acquainting the people with our plans by means of ad- 
dresses before congregations and synodical meetings, and in 
this line much success was achieved. Everywhere the congre- 
gations voted to support the movement, and all ministerial con- 
ferences which were visited by a representative voted their ap- 
proval. It became evident that our people are in favor of schools 
of their own, and will support them when once this matter has 
been brought to their attention. 


By the end of the second year 3,400 had enrolled as mem- 
bers, the larger number residing'in Iowa, Minnesota, South 
Dakota, and Nebraska, the States to which promotion work had 
been largely confined. At the end of the third year, on June 1, 
1920, we had reached an enrolment of 5,818, which included 
209 life-memberships. ‘The amount of cash on hand was 
$2,518.20, the total invested funds were $41,130, and the total 
amount collected and pledged had reached $151,380.88. While 
these figures may not scem large when the cost of an educational 
institution is taken into account, it must be remembered that 
the enrolment of members has been and is a matter of education, 
and the funds acquired are not from direct contributions, but 
entirely from the enrolment fees paid by the men and women 
who constitute our association. We have had no office, light, 
heat, telephone, or other general expenses; all these items have 
been donated. ; 


This association has now passed out of the nursery stage; 
it has been approved by the Missouri Synod, by the Wisconsin 
Synod, and by many conferences and conventions. It is hoped 
that soon one or more institutions of learning will be established 
—a consummation devoutly to be wished. As a Church we have 
failed to establish institutions of general education wherein to 
train, to educate, our youth under the auspices of the Church, 
and thousands of our young people are drifting elsewhere for 
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their higher education, some into schools of other churches, of 
which there are many, and too often they fail to come back to 
the mother Church, at whose fireside they first saw the light of 
day. Shall this exodus of our young blood be pormitted to con- 
tinue? Shall we stand idly by hoarding our money and our 
wealth like misers, while the vitals of our people are being con- 
sumed? Or will we come to the rescue while yet the opportu- 
nitics are ample and the future is rich with promise? 


Boone, Iowa. Bernard P. Ho.st. 


CONFERENCE IN NEVADA. 


The Interior Conference of the California and Nevada Dis- 
trict met in Gardnerville, Nev., September 1 and 2. Fourteen 
pastors were present. This marks a distinct epoch in Nevada 
church history, as it is the first time that a larger conference 
of our Church has been held within its borders. In this con- 
feronee it was also announced that another man in the person 
of the Rev. H. Kringel had joined the Nevada brethren and 
would make his headquarters in Lovelock. 

Two papers were read and discussed, prepared and pre- 
sented by Pastors A. Wessling, of Lodi, Cal., and H. Renner, 
of Artois, Cal. The first paper described the different teachings 
concerning a thousand years’ reign of Christ on earth. Tt showed 
in a clear and concise manner how such teachings violently con- 
tradict and pervert Scripture, and how men may be set right by 
using the very texts of the errorists themselves. Pastor Renner’s 
paper led a discussion on effective, Biblical ways of increasing 
church attendance. Under this head the parochial school, 
Sunday-school, confirmation classes, Ladies’ Aids, and Young 
People, publicity work, changing the kind of services, as from 
a regular service to a song service or Bible hour (never, however, 
omitting an exposition of Scripture), and other means received 
much attention. 

The wrong teaching in seeret societies received much con- 
sideration, as well as the fact that it is threatening to break 
into our circles more than hitherto; also parish day-schools 
and individual problems of pastors and congregations were dis- 
cussed. Against the first and for the second we must fight 
tooth and nail. In the communion service the Rev. A. Wessling 
preached the confessional address, and the Rev. H. Grunow, of 
Newman, Cal., preached the sermon. REPORTER. 


LUTHERAN SEMINARY, SEWARD. 


Now enrolment at the Lutheran Seminary to date, 34. 
Total enrolment, 114. Total enrolment low in comparison with 
new enrolment chiefly because of the fact that we graduated 
almost one-fourth of our student-body last spring. 

The new year has already brought its cross. Prof. Geo. 
Weller is very seriously sick after a hemorrhage which he suf- 
fered on September 4. The true cause of the hemorrhage has 
not yet been ascertained. But.he seems to be gaining strength, 
and we hope and pray that the good Lord may grant him a 
speedy recovery. Since it is evident, however, that some time 
will elapse before he will again be able to enter the classroom, 
the Rev. W. F. Rittamel has kindly consented to take charge of 
his classes temporarily. I. W. C. JESSE. 


COOPERATION AND CHURCH EFFICIENCY. 


As reported in the press, the seven presbyterics of the Pres- 
byterian Church of the Metropolitan District (Greater New 
York) held a conference and appointed a committee to study 
the common problems of the presbyteries and to consider the 
possibility of uniting them into one metropolitan body, “which 
would be the greatest in the country.” The committee is also 
instructed “to consider the cooperation of all Protestant churches 
of the Metropolitan District.’ Dr. Mendenhall, as one of the 
speakers, told of “the great movement on foot to amalgamate 
all the Protestant churches and the Greek Catholic Church into 
one great body — into one great Evangelical Church.” Kefer- 
ence was also made to “the activities of the Catholic Church in 
politics and its apparent success.” Dr. Walter Laidlaw, exec- 
utive secretary of the New York Federation of Churches, pointed 
out “that in proportion to their number of parishioners they had 
not surpassed the Protestants.” 

It is to be inferred from the last remark that Dr. Laidlaw 
approved the activity of the churches in politics. During the 


1919 political campaign it was not an uncommon thing for sec- . 
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tarian preachers to devote their pulpit oratory to politics and 
the merits of this or that candidate. Numerous preelection ser- 
mons wero held in the sectarian churches of Brooklyn. Separa- 
tion of Church: and State is not a principle, but a policy among 
the sects. Lately the Christian pulpit has been very gencrally 
prostituted by so-called “community services.” The real preach- 
ing of the Gospel has become a secondary matter, which makes 
it all the more imperative for the Lutheran Church to insist 
upon the preaching of the Word of God to the exclusion of any 
other theme. 

As for the amalgamation of all the Protestant churches 
into one great evangelical church, that will remain a dream as 
long as doctrinal differences are not touched. Real unity can- 
not come about by mere cooperation. The idea of a national 
church is not far removed from this kind of a movement. 
A good deal of emphasis is Jaid on the need of the amalgama- 
tion of the Christian churches, in order that the churches may 
speak with a decisive voice in all public affairs. That argument 
has come from several quarters of the country of late and has 
been reiterated frequently in view of the upheavals since the 
close of the war. In such an amalgamation for cooperation doc- 
trinal matters play no part, for, as it is said, the churches can 
well come together “on the common ground of social democracy.” 

But this is a specious argument. Confessions will not be 
thrown over so quickly for a new conception of Christianity. 
Luthorans are not Lutherans for Luther’s sake, but because they 
believe that the Bible is the infallible Word of God, remediably 
applicable to every phase of human life, and the solid bulwark 
of every individual’s personal salvation. Guided by that Word, 
the Church will be a power in the community. Men and women 
regencrated by the Holy Spirit through the Word will make 
the best of citizens. For that the Church needs no social service 
or Americanization program or any other kind of crutch. She 
has the power in the Word, in the Law. and in the Gospel. And 
if all bodies which bear the name Christian would abide by that 
infallible Word, we would have a truly amalgamated Christian 
Church on earth. Instead, cooperation, coordination, and syn- 
chronization of the outward organization of the religious forces 
of the country are stressed, while doctrine is relegated to the 
background. Paul had reason to emphasize “sound doctrine” 
and to warn against vain philosophies and deceits. And we have 
good reason to heed that warning. 


Jersey City, N. J. G. E. Hagesan. 


SHELL-SHOCKED CHRISTIANS. 


We are indebted for this term to the Rev. W. Gilbert Condit 
of Squirrel Hill Methodist Protestant Church, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
In a sermon on this theme he had much to say about the short- 
comings of present-day Christians, that in spite of the chastise- 
ment of war and plague they are still as callous as ever before, 
— thoughts which might have touched a sympathetic chord 
within us but for the following reflections: — 

Shell-shock, as we understand it, is an ailment of the ner- 
vous system caused by high explosives “getting on your nerves.” 
Now, when so many preachers of our day are projecting upon 
their congregations a weekly barrage of sermons on Civics, 
hygiene, political economy, and what not, it is only natural to 
expect “shell-shock” casualties. The Rev. Condit is himself a 
shell-shocker of some note, one of the kind that is featured in 
the Monday morning papers. Last year he preached a sermon 
on “The Down-town Subway Loop.” An extensive report of 
the same contains‘not a breath of Christian doctrine, but a 
tedious elaboration on taxes, bond issue, subway construction, 
traffic congestion, ete, all built around this soul-stirring 
thought: “Transportation is the first factor in civilization.” 
The sermonic ultimatum was: “Any man who does not vote for 
the subway should be isolated with the man who does not believe 
in automobiles and other figures of a dim and musty past.” 
Coming from a pulpit dedicated to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
wasn’t this enough to shell-shock any Christian? 

On the day when this “sermon” was delivered Mr. Heinz, 
the famous pickle manufacturer and foremost layman of the 
Methodist Protestant Church, was lying at the point of death, 
and prayers had been requested for him in all the churches of 
that denomination throughout the city. (He died that same 
night.) We wonder what death-bed comfort can come from a 
pulpit that fills the sorls with “subway” thoughts! | 


Troutville, Pa. THEO. GESSWEIN, 
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NOTES AND NEWS. 


Mr. John F. Kramer, the Federal officer in charge of the 
details of enforcing the prohibition amendment, is a member 
of the United Lutheran (Merger) Church. 

In a class of adults recently confirmed by Pastor Jesse, 
of St. Louis, there were two women, one n direct descendant of 
Henry Clay, the other, of Abraham Lincoln. 


At a jubilee of the Archdiocese of Chicago, Archbishop 
Mundelein received two purses. one of $256,000 from the priest- 
hood and another of $750,000 from the parishioners. Whew! 


Mr. A. C. Stellhorn, Supervisor of Schools in the Central 
District, advises us that his address is 525 Sanders St., Indian- 
apolis, Ind., and not the address given in our last issue. He 
still has a few copies of the Recommendations of the Central 
District School Board, referred to in our remarks. 


Greeley, Colo., June 8. Seeret socicties are “contrary to 
the Spirit of Jesus Christ” and tend to become a substitute 
for the Church, said a resolution adopted yesterday by the 
National Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in ses- 
sion here. The resolution reaffirmed the doctrine of the Church, 
which generally is opposed to such organizations. 


The Iowa Synod’s Kirchenblatt admonishes its pastors to 
notify pastors of their body in other localities of the removal 
of parishioners. “Here we ought to learn from Missouri,” says 
the article. “Before 2 member removes to another place, the 
pastor in that place is notified of his expected arrival, and is 
able to receive him.” Thus, by a law of compensation, we 
Missourians sometimes receive credit for virtues which we do 
not possess. 

Our Lady of Loretto, the Holy Virgin identified with the 
house supposed to have been inhabited by Mary in Nazarcth, 
has been appointed (declared? consecrated? inaugurated? — 
we do not know the exact terminology) saint of the aviators. 
We did not understand the particular appropriateness of this 
saint for the function now accorded her until we remembered 
that, according to Roman belief, the house of Mary was by 
a iiracle transferred through the air from Nazareth to Italy. 
We are now patiently waiting for the submarine saint or 
saintess. 

At a political convention held in a city of a North Central 
State this year, the chaplain prayed as follows: “The Repub- 
lican party hates Jesus. The Democratic party has sold out to 
those forces in American life which face moral ruin and spir- 
itual isolation.... Woe thank Thee for what the Russian people 
are doing to help Thy cause of human freedom and democratic 
progress. ... Destroy Palmerism, Penroseism, and all kinds 
of paganism. ... Destroy our great fortunes — Morganism, 
Carnegieism, Rockefellerism. ... Release aJl political and re- 
ligious prisoners. ... Bless "Geno Debs.” <A graduate of the 
Billy Sunday school of prayer, undoubtedly. 

A eablegram from Geneva, Switzerland, August 20, informs 
us that at a mecting of various denominational representatives 
called by the Episcopal Church, a “new method of friendly 
conference replacing fruitless controversy on the differcnces 
between Christian churches” has been developed. Why one 
should go to the expense of a cable message for this we do not 
know. We are also informed that the mecting resolved that 
“all countries ought to join the League of Nations.” Is this 
not wonderful? We were in Geneva back in 1906 and remember 
it as a grand place, scenically. We can understand that the 
reverend representatives were too much occupied with the scenic 
attractions to do any original thinking. Better meet closer 
home, say, in Hoboken. » 

“A Short Bed and a Narrow Blanket” was the subject of 
a revivalist in Detroit. — Rey. Dr. H. W. Knickerbocker has 
again been heard from, this time at Marlin, Tex., where he took 
part in an “all-star cast minstrel show” given at the “op’ry 
house.” He is pastor of the Methodist Church in Marlin. — 
The essay-reading group of preachers is, however, still holding 
out. There have been sermons lately on “The Metaphysies of 
Sociology” and “Changes in Christianity during Nineteen Cen- 
turies.’”— A Texas newspaper recently carried the following 
advertisements: “Wanted a Preacher, and a good one. Phone 
Mrs. C. L. Piper on the Alamo Tract or to C. M. Swallow on 
the Alamo Townsite. The clergyman is wanted for a com- 
munity church, which has an opening for a high-class minister 
of the Gospel who can preach plain Gospel and the broad way 
to heaven’s doors.” G. 
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Religious Press. 


THE OPPORTUNITIES OF THE DOWN-TOWN CHURCHES. 


We generally hear a great deal about the problems of the 
down-town church and these at times may seem overwhelmingly 
big to its members. But there is also a bright side to tho 
situation. The very conditions that make for problems on the 


‘one hand offer opportunities on the other — big opportunities 


to render valuable services in the kingdom of Christ and to do 
extensive mission-work among a class of people that we ought 
to reach above all others with the Gospel of salvation. 


«Ihe down-town church feels the restless stir of down-town 
life. Its membership constantly fluctuates, for many of its 
people live in small rented flats or boarding houses and are 
“here to-day, gone to-morrow.” The neighborhood is crowded 
and noisy, teeming with an ever-shifting cosmopolitan popula- 
tion, buildings are old and often dilapidated, dirt and smoke 
usually abound, the din of traffic is ever going on — and so those 
who can move away gencrally do so as soon as possible. When 
changes take place, they are generally for the worse. The slum 
creeps ever nearer. 


Many of our down-town churches know something and even 
a great deal about the difficulties that these conditions present. 
Formerly they were located in fine residence districts and en- 
joyed ideal social surroundings. But the city grew, factories 
and railroads invaded the residence districts, smoke fouled the 
air, strect-cars and elevated trains rumbled along, drowning 
with their noise the voice of the preacher in the pulpit —and 
the wealthicr members began to move away into regions un- 
invaded by belching chimneys and noisy traflic. Some con- 
tinued their membership and their contributions to the support 
of the church at least for a while, but in many instances they 
began to attend the services irregularly and finally united with 
a church nearer by or dropped away. 


What shall be done? Shall we simply try to stave off, in 
a spirit of resignation, “the inevitable” as long as possible and 
finally yield to it? Shall we work along the old lines as long 
as we can, and then close tho doors of the church? Shall we 
abandon the down-town ficld to the sectarian and Catholic 
churches or, worse than that, to the forees of darkness? No, no! 
The solution of the problem lies not in removal, but in readjust- 
ment to the new conditions. 


First of all let us remember that we have a duty to proclaim 
the Gospel to all people. In the down-town sections the popu- 
lation does not decrease, but steadily increases. The writer re- 
cently saw a statement to the effect that several years ago seven- 
teen churches in New York City moved out of a district into 
which two hundred thousand people were moving at the same 
time. Conditions are not very different in other large citics. 
Among these people there are many that we ought to reach and 
ean reach if we make persistent efforts: students, clerks, stenog- 
raphers, laborers — many of them former members of Lutheran 
churches outside of the city. 


Then let us ask ourselves whether the members who have 
moved quite far away and do not attend services regularly 
should not be encouraged to form a new mission or unite with 
a church nearer by. Thus the time-taking, laborious, and often 
fruitless efforts to hold them to the mother church would be 
more advantageously employed in doing intense missionary work 
in the immediate community. There are always members who 
want to remain with their old church and attend its services 
regularly — members imbued with the spirit of Christ, who are 
most willing to work in behalf of His kingdom, even if it 
requires much effort on their part. These should be encouraged 
e remain and organized into an effective missionary working 

orce. 


Next we would say: Keep thoroughly acquainted with the 
congregational field. There is but one way of accomplishing 
this — by means of an annual house-to-house canvass. Tor this 
blank cards should be provided for recording names, addresses, 
date of call, and other vital information for the pastor. Sug- 
gestive hints ought to be included, as for example, “Oldest son 
an invalid,” or, “Family in needy circumstances.” The pastor 
of a successful sectarian down-town church says, “With our 
corps of workers we can make a thousand calls a week’ if nee- 
essary, and have often done so in ease of special services.” Our 
Lutheran congregations have the same working material, earnest 
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and sinecre Christians, willing to do just such work, if properly 
organized. Why not use this tremendous working foree for the 
expansion of Christ’s kingdom in the down-town sections / 


‘Such systematic efforts are sure to reccive God’s blessing, 
and will make our down-town churches forees for righteousness 
and salyation in the districts where there is a great need for 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Rev. Is. T. Lams, in Cily Missionary, Chicago. 


“I DO NOT LIKE TO PROMISE.” 


What shall [ render unto the Lord for all His benefits toward me? 

J will take the cup of salvation and call upon the name of the Lord. 

Iwill pay my vows unto the Lord now in the presence of all His people. 
Ps. 116, 12, 13. 


In the course of my pastoral visitation I have met not a few 
of our people who have declined, or at least have objected to, 
signing the enlistment card, on the ground that they “do not 
believe in making promises.” To all such I would like to say 
what I have said personally to a few of the above-mentioned 
members of our Church. 

You say that you do not believe in making promises. Do 
you mean that you do not believe in making promises to God 
aud to His Church? What have you to say about God’s “great 
and exceeding promises to you”? Would you like God to with- 
draw, withhold, or refuse to perform Ilis promises to you? 
There are many thousands of such promises recorded in the 
Bible, covering every need, condition, or circumstance of your 
lite, from the forgiveness of your sins, the keeping you from 
falling during your life in this world of sin and temptation, to 
the receiving of yourself into heaven and “presenting you fault- 
less before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy” 
(Jude 24). Of Abraham it is said that he “staggered not at 
the promises of God through unbelief, but was strong in faith, 
giving glory to God; and being fully persuaded that what He 
had promised He was able also to perform” (Rom. 4, 20. 21). 
Would you like or dare you say to God: “I do not believe in 
making promises; I prefer to leave all matters between Thee 
and me wilhout promises’? 

“Oh, that is different,” was replied. 

In other words, you want God to promise everything to you 
and keep ILis promises with you; but you do not want to promise 
anything to God. How can you justify such an attitude? Let 
me put this ease to you. When you rented your house, did you 
say to your landlord, I like this house and will take it, bué as 
I do nol believe in making promises, we will just leave the 
matter of paying rent to my convenience, both as to amount of 
rent to be paid and time of payment? You know perfectly 
well that if you were to attempt to work your non-promising 
principles upon your landlord and other men with whom you 
have business dealings, you sould soon find yourself upon 
the street. 

I counsel you to do as David did when he said: “I will 
pay my vows unto the Lord now in the presence of all His 
people.” 

Lord Jesus, I have promised to serve Thee to the end; 

Be Thou forever near me, my Master and my Friend. 

T shall not fear the battle if Thou art by my side, 

Nor wander from the pathway if Thou wilt be my Guide. 


O Jesus, ‘Thou hast promised to all who follow Thee, 

That where Thou art in glory there shall Thy servant be; 

And, Jesus, L have promised to serve Thee to the end; 

Oh, give me grace to follow, my Master and my Friend! 
Rev. G. F. Pentecost, in The Presbyterian. 


LS) 
DEFILING THE SACRAMENT. 


The Reformed Church Messenger gives the following de- 
scription of the common celebration of the Lord’s Supper, at 
a conference of theological schools, recently held in a Unitarian 
chapel in Boston: — 

“Prayers were said each morning in Appleton Chapel. On 
Friday morning a communion service was conducted by Bishop 
Lawrence, of the Diocese of Massachusetts. We are safe in 
saying that never in the history of America was a communion 
administered by an Episcopal bishop in a Unitarian chapel to 
men of so many different churches. Baptists and Methodists, 
Congregationalists and Presbyterians, Reformed and Disciples, 
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Ipiscopalians and Unitarians, knelt side by side and received 
the sacred clements. These men were not blind to denomina- 
tional differences, nor did they compromise their convictions, 
but in the presence of ‘Christ crucified’ they discerned a fellow- 
ship deeper than doctrine or ritual — the unity of trust and love 
begatlen in lhe heart of the Spirit of God and realized under 
the shadow of a world-wide sorrow and under the hope of a 
world-wide brotherhood.” 


If such a promiscuous celebration of the Lord’s Supper had 
occurred at some obscure crossroads church, it would have had 
comparatively littlé significance; but when -done in cultured 
Boston, and by an asseinbly of theologians representing seven 
of the larger denominations, it gives reason for some surprise. 

It may have been perfectly clear to those theologians how 
they could, seemingly without scruple, join in such a celebration, 
but to a Lutheran layman it is something-of a puzzle. 

When men professing to believe in the divinity of Christ, 
and that He really is the Savior of the world, can join hands 
with the Unitarians, who openly deny this doctrine so plainly 
taught in the Scriptures, it makes one wonder whether Uni- 
tarian rationalisin is not being injected into much of our so- 
called Protestant Christianity. 


When God speaks with supreme and infinite authority, even 
a “world-wide sorrow” cannot give license to either affirm or 
deny, — neither by word nor by act, —a fundamental truth, as 
occasion may require. 


That Boston performance is well described by our new word 
camouflage, which, as every one knows, means to conceal the 
true state of affairs, and make things appear as they are not. 
Those men reached an agreement on a purely sentimental basis, 
and by ignoring the differential doctrines of all, — preciscly 
what was attempted one hundred years ago, when, at the third 
centenary celebration of the Reformation, King Frederick Wil- 
liain IIL, by his deeree, united the Lutherans and Reformed at 
Potsdain into one congregation and named it the “Evangelical 
Christian Church.” The new organization received the Lord’s 
Supper under an ambiguous formula, designed to please both 
Lutheran and Reformed communicants. The result was that it 
pleased neither one, and worked incalculable injury to both. 


A Layman, in Lutheran Standard (Ohio Synod). 


‘ BAZAARS. 


Dear Mr. Editor: “What is the teaching and practise of 
the Lutheran Church as fo bazaars, hot suppers, entertain- 
ments, elc., to raise church funds?” I shall esteem the favor 
of an answer. CoLuMBIs.” 


The Lutheran Church has very definite doctrines concern- 
ing the Christian Church and Christian giving (see Dr. Jacobs’s 
Summary of Christian Faith; Dr. Stump’s Bible Teaching; 
Augsburg Confession, Arts. VI, VII, VIII, XX.) These are 
wholly at variance with certain practises which have crept into 
a limited number of Lutheran congregations which have fol- 
lowed the unchristian practises of other communions. “Bazaars, 
hot suppers, entertainments, ete., to raise church funds” is not 
a correct Christian or business principle. Jesus says: “Give, 
and it shall be given unto you”; “Freely ye have received, 
freely give’; “Ask, and it shall be given you.” This giving is 
without hope or expectation of a return. Jesus docs not say: 
Give, and you shall be privileged to buy it back at the bazaar, 
hot supper, entertainment, ete., for many times its real value. 
Underlying all these false and unchristian methods of raising 
church funds there is a lack of sound morality. Who has not 
heard it said repeatedly that you must expect to be cheated or 
to pay more than the intrinsic value of an article at the church 
bazaar, ete. ? 

But how raise church funds? By the simplest, most honest, 
and Christian method of individual and regular giving. (Read 
1 John 3,17.18; Luke 6, 35a; 2 Cor.9,6—11; 1 Cor. 16,1. 2.) 
Let those who advocate “bazaars, hot suppers, entertain- 
ments, ete.,” sit down and count the cost. In order to induce 
a few non-members or indifferent members to disgorge their 
money, the merchants are haunted and fileeced, the active 
workers must give of their time and means, and general inertia 
of all renl church work follows. It is better to trust the Lord 
and abide His time than to inordinately desire filthy lucre. 
Prayer, consecration, and cooperation wear better than “bazaars, 
hot suppers, entertainments, ete? — Lutheran Church Veasitor. 
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(EprrortaL Note. — By arrangement with the L. L. L. Campaign 
Committee, this column is conducted by Rev. Karl @. Schlerf as Spe- 
cial Campaign Correspondent. ) 


Matt. 26,6.7: “Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in the 
house of Simon the leper, there came unto Him a woman having 
an alabaster box of very precious ointment, and poured it on 
His head.” 

Do not keep the alabaster boxes of your love and tenderness 
sealed until your friends are dead. Fill their lives with its 
swectness. 

Let us learn to anoint our friends beforehand for their 
burial. Post-mortem kindness does not cheer the burdened 
spirit. 

Speak approving, cheering words while their hearts can be 
thrilled and made happier by them. 

The kind things you mean to do when they are gone — do 
before they go. 

“No servant of the Cross can ask to be exempted from the 
obligation to endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ, 
but surely the Church should not wait to see how well her aged, 
or widowed, or orphaned ones can suffer.” 

The value of giving now. 

Have you ever computed how much the value of those 
hundred dollars which you are going to give later on, perhaps 
aiter your death, might be increased by giving them without 
a moment’s delay? Let the benevolent Dr. Wilson show you. 
He once gave a friend fifty pounds to deliver to a needy man 
at Bath, and when the friend said, “I will wait upon him early 
in the morning,” the zealous benefactor answered, “You will 
oblige me, sir, by calling directly. Think of what importance 
@ good night's rest may be to that poor man.” 

There was a man, they called him mad, 
The more he gave, the more he had. : 


“Every dictate of justice, humanity, gratitude, and religion 
urges us to care more adequately for our worn-out Veterans of 
the Cross, who are in need after spending their lives in most 
sel{f-denying service to Christ and the Church; and to assist the 
widows and helpless orphans who have shared the privations of 
those who, having served their generation by the will of God, 
have “fallen aslcep.” 

Help us to help each other, Lord, 
Each other’s cross to benr; 

Let each his friendly aid afford, 
And feel his brother’s care. 


L. L. L. THREE MILLION DOLLAR ENDOWMENT FUND. 


The action taken by the Synodical Board of Directors in 
deciding to commenco the campaign for the Synodical Building 
Fund this fall has-made it necessary that the L. L. L. somewhat 
revise its plans for the follow-up campaign. Originally it was 
the intention of the League to endeavor to wind up its campaign 
by the last of this year. But because by no stretch of imagina- 
tion two such campaigns could be run simultaneously without 
injury to bolh, it becomes necessary to get our campaign out 
of the way -before Synod gets started. It is, therefore, quite 
obvious that we must clean up by November 1st or at the very 
latest November 15th. 

Can wt be done? 

ISindness, thoughtfulness, gratitude, justice, fair play, — 
all say, “Do it.” What shall be the answer? Surely our pcople, 
— men, women, and young people,—our men of the market, 
the shop, the courthouse, the office, the farm, — our consecrated 
women of the home,—our young people, who have an income, 
— will say, “We'll do it.” 

What has been done? 

Permit me to take you back to the months of July and 
August this year, and show you 


How tue $3,000,000.00 Funp Grew. 


July 10. Total, including interest .......... 2,198,029.50 
July 17. Total, including interest’........ »- 2,208,009.00 
July 24. Total, including interest .......... 2,209,484.35 
July 31. Total, including interest ..... eevee 2,223,792.59 
August 7. Total, including interest ........ 2,230,814.57 


August 14. Total, including interest ........ 2,233,012.67 
August 21. Total, including interest ........ 2,235,074.42 


August 21, 1920 — $2,235,074.42. 

Shall we, — dare we stop there? 

Two million dollars are not sufficient. It must be $3,000,000 
and more. More than $700,000 ought to be raised from now 
until November 1, 1920. The major part of the districts have 
done well, but only one district has reached its quota and more: 
Iowa. Peruse and study diligently, carefully, and thoughtfully 


the appended tabulation: 


Recapitulation of Contributions Received in the Treasurer's Office. 


(August 28, 1920.) 


Allotment, Total 
No. DISTRICT. $6 per Com- Ayvtounts Per  Stand- 
municant, Received. cent, ing. 
I. Atlantic .......... $179,586.00 $161,859.97 90.1 5 
3. California-Nevada. 45,570.00 45,171.44 99.1 2 
4. Canada ...... ere es 45,822.00 14,425.35 31.5 19 
5. Central ........... 371,262.00 281,884.66 75.9 8 
G. Central Illinois ..... 138,660.00 134,353.99 96.9 3 
7. Eastern .........-. 160,680.00 09,777.15 62.1 9 
8. English ........... 164,802.00 90,822.95 55.1 ll 
O; TOWN: once c tex «»+» 161,844.00 178,311.30 110.2 1 
10. Kansas .........+.+ 125,070.00 102,562.56 2.0 6 
ll. Michigan ......... 302,814.00 149,052.52 49.2 13 
12. Minnesota* ....... 278,748.00 133,251.50 43.1 16 
12a.Minnesotat ....... 39,072.00 3,701.00 : 
13. Nebraska ,........ 174,828.00 140,351.79 80.3 7 
14. N. Dakota-Montana 63,084.00 17,222.15 27.3 20 
15. Northern Illinois .. 436,594.00 161,819.94 37.1 18 
16. Northern Wisconsin 184,788.00 39,981.79 21.6 22 
17. Oregon-Washington 27,336.00 11,057.30 40.4 17 
18. South Dakota ..... 44,982.00 41,060.58 91.3 4 
19. Southern ......... 47,556.00 12,320.45 25.9 21 
20. Southern Illinois .. 91,812.00 42,105.15 45.9 14 
Zi. TOXAS asaeweawws ii 59,742.00 32,101.97 53.7 12 
22. Western .........2. 258,894.00 151,348.94 58.5 10 
23. Wisconsin (South). 267,456.00 117,789.66 44.1 15 
Negro Missions... — 462.20 _-_ — 
Totals....... $3,669,996.00 $2,162,796.31 


(Interest not included.) 


* Less Canada. f Canada only. 


Is your district at the goal or near the top? Surely a little 
effort on your part will bring it where it, justly belongs — 
100 per cent. One more hard pull and your district has reached 
its quota. 

Does your district stand at 50 per cent. or below that? 
Make an honest and carnest effort to clean up for the sake of 
the Veterans of the Cross and because other work is pressing 
Synod which must be started rather soon. Come to the front 
—the Master wills it! 


ADCRAFT MANUFACTURING COMPANY. 


The name of the firm manufacturing tho L. L. L. emblems 
has been changed from Amoford Manufacturing Co. to Adcraft 
Manufacturing Co. Mr. Bock’s name, as well as the address: 
2446 W. 22d St., Chicago, IIl., remains unchanged. 


LuTHERAN LayMeEn’s Leacue, Campaicn ComMMITTEE. 
(Signed.) Tueo. W. Eckuart. 








Miscellaneous. 





Ordinations and Installations. 


Ordained under authorization of the respective District 
Presidents: — 


On 11th. Sunday after Trinity: Candidate H. Engelbrecht in the 
church at Oak Park, Il, by Pastor H. C. Engelbrecht. — Candidate 
W. H. Schramm in Zion Church, near Storm Lake. Iowa, by Pastor 
I. Albrecht. — Oandidates W. Drews and O. Feucht in Zion Church, 
Akron, O., by Pastor W. H. Lothmann. — Candidate A. Puscheck in 
the church at Hinsdale, !l., by Pastor H. Rochrs.— Candidate E. 
Jungemann in St. John’s Church, Wolscy, S. Dak., by Pastor F. W. 
Leyhe. 

- On 12th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate EB. Krieger in the 
church at Waterloo, Iowa, by Pastor H. Prekel. — Candidate WV. G. 
Brunn in the Church of the Good Shepherd, Brooklyn, N. Y., by Pas- 
tor F. C. G. Schumm. 


Ordained and installed under authorization of the respec- 
’ tive District Presidents: — 


On 10th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate E. C. Miller in the con- 
gregation at Depew, N.Y., by Pastor F. C. Verwicbe. — Candidate 
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A. Ramlow in St. Paul’s Congregation, Town Richmond, and in Zion 
Congregation, Gresham, Wis., by Pastor R. Stuth. 

On llth Sunday after Trinity: Candidate A. G. Hemer in Zion 
Congregation, Gilman, Wis., by Pastor F. 12. Gohlke. 

On 12th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate W. Hanscl in the 
congregation at Mitchell, Nebr., by Pastor W. Ludwig. — Candidate 
H. Mueller in the congregation at Danbury, Wis., by Pastor A. F. 
Breihan. — Candidate LL. Wagner in Grace Congregation, Queens, 
L. I., N. ¥., by Pastor F. P. Wilhelm. 

Installed under authorization of the respective District 
Presidents: — 

On lst Sunday after Easter: The Rev. E. A. Schmidt in the 
congregations at Bellefourche and Nisland, S. Dak., by Pastor W. 
Nitschke. 

On 4th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. W. Lohmann in the con- 
gregation at Hatton, Sask., Can., by Pastor G. Griesse. 

On 10th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. L. O. Walper in St. 
John’s Church, Sanborn, Iowa, by Pastor FE. A. Hoffmann. — The 
Rev. P. W. Rochrs in St. Paul’s Church, Norwood, Il., by Dir. W. C. 
Kohn. — The Rev. C. A. Romoser in St. Paul’s Church, Granite City, 
lll, by Pastor W. Ifallerberg. (Supersedes notice in No. 17.) 

On llth Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. G. E. Hageman in 
Grace Church, Jersey City, N. J., by Pastor I’. C. G. Schumm. — 
The Rev. A. G. Hemer in Trinity Church, Sheldon, Wis., by Pastor 
F, E. Gohlke.— The Rev. M. J. Scaer in the congregation at Sealy, 
and, in the afternoon, in the congregation at Patterson, Tex., by 
Pastor O. H. A. Hoemann. — The kev. A. Marutz in Immanuel 
Chureh, Doering, and in Trinity Church, Schley Tp., Wis., by Pastor 
H. Blanke. — The Rev. J. C. Befus in the congregations at Charlotte 
Hall and Pomfret, Md., by Pastor L. J. Roehm. 

On 12th Sunday after Trinity: The Mev. H. C. Harting in St. 
John’s Church, near Kimmswick, Mo., by Pastor M. Mangelsdorf. 
— The Rev. F. E. Gohlie in St. John’s Church, Scott Tp., Wis., by 
Pastor H. Blanke. — The Rev. W. A. Drews in Wrenshall, Minn., by 
Pastor Th. D. Martens. — The Rev. O. C. Geisler in St. Paul’s Church, 
near Mackey, lowa, by Pastor J. P. Guenther. 


Installed as teachers of parochial schools: — 

On llth Sunday after Trinity: Candidate C. C. Schroeder as 
teacher of the lowe: grades of the school of Immanuel Church, New 
Wells, Mo., by Pastor J. F. W. Horstmann. — Tcacher R. C. Wegner 
as teacher of the school of Immanuel Church, near Courtland, Minn. 
(third district), by Pastor J. Strasen.—T'cacher A. H. Scheer as 
teacher of the school of St. Paul’s: Church, near Ellsworth, Kans., 
by Pastor A. Schmid. ; 

On 12th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate J. G. Ricck as teacher 
of the school of Trinity Church, Edwardsville, Ill., by Pastor E. W. 
Jahn. — Cahdidate P. G. Kutscher as teacher of the school of St. 
Peter’s Church, near Vincennes, Ind., by Pastor E. T. Lochner. — 
Teacher A. Binncbocse as teacher of the school of Trinity Church, 
Roselle, Ill., by Pastor I. A. Braucr. : 

On 13th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate W.J. Eggers as teacher 
of the school of the congregation at Uniontown, Mo., by Pastor O. R. 


Hueschen. 





Mission-Festivals. 


On Ist Sunday after Trinity: Immanuel, Granite City, Ill. 
Offering, $160.03. — On 5th Suflday after Trinity: Garrison, McGin- 
nis Tp. N. Dak. Offering, $95.00.— On 7th Sunday after Trinity: 
St. Paul’s, Harticy, Iowa. Offering, $101.20.—On 9th Sunday after 
Trinity: Standish, Mich. Offering, $106.00.— On 10th Sunday after 
Trinity: St. Paul’s, Carroll, Nebr. Offering, $87.50. — On 11th Sun- 
day after Trinity: St. Paul’s, near Auburn, Nebr. Offering, $185.09. 
-— Rochelle, Il. Offering, $206.93. — Walker Mission Circuit, Minn. 
Offering, $71.00.— Trinity, Monterey, Minn. Offering, $93.21. — On 
12th Sunday after Trinity: Trinity, Mount Lake, Minn. Offering, 
$138.61. — Immanuel, Du Bois, Pa. Offering, $79.00. — On 13th Sun- 
day after Trinity: Redeemer, Indianapolis, Ind. Offering, $138.69. 
— Trinity, Guymon, Okla. Offering, $135.00. 





Conferences. 


The Gulf States Conference will mect, D. v., September 16 to 22 
at Cullman, Ala. F. W. REINHARDT, Pres. 
The Mixed Conference of Shawano and Vicinity will meet, D.v., 


**. October 6 and G in Tigerton, Wis. (the Rev. F. H. Sicbrandt, pastor). 


Announcement kindly requested. E. F. Wrrre, See. 
The Oklahoma District Conference meets in special session, D. v., 
October 8 to 11 at Perry, Okla. Papers: English Exegesis on Dan. 11, 
36—45: Rev. Mueller. Fourth Petition: Rev. Wrede. Ascension: 
Rev. Paul Hoyer. Dangers Threatening Our Congregations and Pas- 
tors, and How to Meet ‘Them: Rev. Vetter. Personnl Office of Preach- 
ing Founded by Divine Command: Rev. Dubberstein. Confessional 
address: Rey. Beck (Rev."Dubberstein). Pastoral sermon: Rev. Frentzel 
i Kuehnert). Sunday sermon: Rev. Kretzmann (Rev. Heerboth). 

chool sermon: Rev. Schoen (Rev. Luerssen). 

G. H. HentTsScnEt, See. 
The Pastoral Conference of Colorado and New Mexico meets, 
D.v., October 12 to 14 in Pueblo,'Colo. The unfinished essays are 
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to be read. Pastoral sermon with celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
will be held on Wednesday evening. The brethren are asked to an- 
nounce not Jater than October ]. O. LUESSENHOP, Chairman. 
The Northwestern Conference of the English District will meet, 
D. v., October 19 to 21 at Freeport, Ill. Confessional address: Rev. 
I. V. Haserodt. Sermon: Rev. J. Leimer. Please notify Pastor J.C. 
Schuth, 137 S. Galena Ave., Freeport, Ill. HH. MACKENSEN, Sce. 





Election Notices. 


St. Louis, Mo. , 
Yor the new professorships created by Synod for the theological 
seminary at St. Louis the following persons have been elected: — 
For the first professorship {Dogmatics and Exegesis): Pastor 
J. 1. Mueller, 
For the sccond professorship (Homiletics and Catechetics): Pas- 
tor W. LI’. Lichtsinn. 
For the third professorship (Deanship): President J. H.C. Fritz. 
Red Bud, Ill, September 1, 1920. Fre. E. BRAUER, 
Secretary of Electoral College. 


Fort Wayne, Ind. 
The following have been elected by the Electoral College for 
our Concordia College at l‘ort Wayne, Ind.: — 
l. Prof. E. Schnedler for the chair of Mathematics; 
2. Prof. A. O. Leuthacuser for the chair of English; 
3. Rev. Herm. W. AMfcyer for the chair of German. 
Fort Wayne, Ind. Ava. LANGE, Chairman. 


; Foreign Missions. 
_ Rev, F. Brand, of Springfield, Il., has been elected for the oflice 
of General Secretary of lorcign Missions (Missionsdirektor). 
; L. FUERBRINGER, 
Chairman pro tcm., Board of Foreign Missions. 


Notice. 


Any one knowing of students from our churches now attending 
the State University at Columbia, Mo., is requested to communicate 
immediately with 

REV. ALFRED L. GREWE, 422 Seventh St., Boonville, Mo. 


Some of Synod’s Treasuries. 


(August 31, 1920.) Deficit. Balance. 
Synodical Treasury ..........ceee0s oseeecee $34235.07 
Building Fund .........eeseeee Tite 49850.00 
EEE. DEERGIOT, cess: nin: neemgnanesiings a i Roarecminreesestoainie 5898.69 
Church Extension Fund ............eeeeees *16819.23 
Deaf-mute Mission .....ccccccsccceccescecs $2481.66 
European Missions ...........ecceecceeeees 9452.72 
Foreign Mission ........... nines ee sauscdaeseses -» 4945.24 
Mountain Retreat ........02.cenceees “s 2351.72 
Foreign-tongue Mission ..........sceeescees 2188.53 
Home BMGsiIOn ssc ss seancacuews ssc toemenas s 1763.57 
Immigrant Mission .........ccesccccesncece 1761.81 
Tidian DUASION ssi 5c coneaauasens ss reese 7764.18 
Indian Mission Building ............00. 2859.67 
South American Mission ...........eeseeee- 9023.89 
BOOT6. OF GUN VOUG sacs. a secniavemiwraiein ¥'e acimminincnseun 4267.78 


* This is but a seeming deficit, as it will, of course, be more 
than covered when the final transfer of the Army and Navy Fund 
surplus has been effected. 

The Treasurer once more respectfully urges the necessity of very 
early remittance of funds, especially for the Synodical Treasury, as 
we have for weeks been operating on borrowed capital, and the in- 
terest rates are high. E. SEvEL, 7’recasurer. 








Treasurers’ Reports. 


ENGLISH DISTRICT. 


Mission. — Congregations: Emmanuel, Asheville, N.C., $25.00; 
Hope, Grand Rapids, Mich., 10.00; Mount Olive, Catawba Co., N.C., 
50.31; Coyner’s, Waynesboro, Va., 64.31; Pilgrim, Chicago, 33.92. 
Sunday-schools: Concordia, Conover, N.C., 50.00: Grace, Elyria, O., 
32.52; Grace, Jersey City, N.J., 47.78. — Total, $313.84. 

Church Extension F'und.— Mount Olive Church, Catawba Co., 
N.C., $11.83. 

Synodical Trcasury.— Congregations: Emmanuel, Asheville, N.C., 
$25.00; Our Redeemer, Chicago, 20.00; Mount Olive, Catawba Co., 
N.C., 15.00. — Zotal, $60.00. 

Synodical Building Fund. — Mount Olive Church, Catawba Co., 
N. C., $10.00. 

Board of Support. — Congregations: Hope, Grand Rapids, Mich., 


’ $5.00; Mount Olive, Catawba Co., N.C., 5.31; Pilgrim, Chicago, 3.30. 


— Total, $13.61. 


UUL 


American Lutheran Board for Relicf in Europe. — Aug. Roesner, 
Aroya, Colo., $2.00. Women’s Missionary Society, Chureh of the Holy 
Communion, Harrisburg, Pa., 3.00. — Total, £5.00. 

Mission in Brazil, — Sunday-school, Concordia Church, Conover, 
N. C., $5.00. . 

Deaf-mute Mission. — Congregations: Holy Communion, Harris- 
burg, Pa., 5.00; Mount Olive, Catawba Co., N. C., 5.00. Sunday-sehool, 
Concordia Church, Conover, N. C., 2.00. — Total, $12.00. 

Forcign Mission. — Sunday-school, Concordia Church, Conover, 
ee Mount Olive Church, Catawba Co., N. C., 5.00. — Total, 
Ps Fi e 

Forcign-tongue Mission in U. S. — Sunday-school, Concordia 
Church, Conover, N. C., $2.00. 

Gencral Home Mission. — Sunday-school, Concordia Church, 
Conover, N. C., $15.00. Mount Olive Church, Catawba Co., N. C., 5.00. 
— Total, $20.00. 

Immigrant Mission. — Sunday-school, Concordia Church, Con- 
over, N. C., $1.00. 

Mission among Indians, — Sunday-school, Concordia Church, 
Conover, N.C., £2.00. 

Jewish Mission. — Sunday-school, Concordia Church, Conover, 
N.C., $1.00 

Ministcrial Education Fund.— Mount Olive Church, Catawba 
Co., N. C., $5.91. 

Negro Mission. — Congregations: Mount Olive, Catawba Co., 
N. C., $5.00; Pilgrim, Chicago, 52.00. Sunday-school, Concordia 
Church, Conover, N. C., 4.00. — 7'otal, $61.00. 

Walther League Wheat Ridge Sanitarium Dollar Collection. — 
Young People’s Society, Concordia Church, Akron, O., $150.00. 

Lutheran Deaconess Association, Fort Wayne, Ind. —Chureh of 
the Holy Communion, Harrisburg, Pa., $5.00. 

City Mission, St. Louis, Mo. — Pilgrim Church, St. Louis. $15.00. 

City Mission, Chicago, Il. — Pilgrim Church, Chicago, $25.00. 

Old Folks’ Home, Arlington Heights, 1l.— Pilgrim Church, Chi- 
cayo, $30.00. GRAND TOTAL: $772.19. 

September 6, 1920. Cuas. H. DETTE, 7rcas., 

3935 Greer Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


f 
ATLANTIC DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Atlantic District during August, 
1920: — 
Svynodical Treasury. $179.51; Synodical Building Fund, 105.71; 
Missions, 966.17; Miscellancous, 2,135.84. — Tolal, $3.387.23. 
O. H. Restin, 7'reas. 


CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA DISTRICT. 


Received at. the Treasury of the California and Nevada District 
during July, 1920: — 

Synodical Treasury, $50.10; Synodical Building Fund, 30.05; 
General Mission, 20.05; Board of Support, 70.15; Forcign Mission, 
5.00; Mission in China, 1.00; Mission in Brazil, 7.50; Deaf-mute 
Mission. 6.00; Foreign-tongue Mission, 1.00; Indian Mission, 1.00; 
Negro Mission, 24.05; Home for Feeble-minded and Epileptics, 10.00; 
Wheat Ridge Dollar Collection, 43.05; Deaconess Home. Fort Wayne, 


1.00; Dr. Martin Luther Orphan Association, 40.00; Relief in Ger- . 


many, 13.00; District Church Extension Fund, 2.30; District Treas- 
ury, 20.05; District Mission, 531.10; California Concordia College, 
180.40; California Concordia College Building Fund, 25.00; Indi- 
gent Students, 50.10; St. Paul’s Church, San Francisco, 50.00; Mis- 
cellaneous, 33.56. — Total, $1,215.46. C. CLAUSSEN, 7'reas. 


CENTRAL DISTRICT. 


~ Received at the Treasury of the Central District during August, 
1920: — 
Svnodica] Treasury, $946.09; Synodical Building Fund, 362.48; 
Missions, 9,640.30; Miscellaneous, 3,675.77.—Tolal, $14,624.64. 
; P. E. Wour, 7'reas. 
EASTERN DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Eastern District during August, 
1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $414.35; Synodical Building Fund, 17.47; 
Missions, 3,020.36; Miscellaneous, 1,124.57. — Total, $4,630.75. 
J. P. ScHarrer, 7'reas. 


NEBRASKA DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Nebraska District during August, 


Synodical Treasury, $290.40; Synodical Building Fund, 224.63; 
Missions, 10,232.78; Miscellaneous, 3.205.50. — Total, $13,953.31. 
A. SCHUELKE, 7'rcas. 


OREGON AND WASHINGTON DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Oregon and Washington District 
during: May. June, and July, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $47.19; Synodical Building Fund, 4.93; 
Missions, 2,996.66; Miscellancous, 2,02].16.— J’otal, $5,069.94. 
A. K. ENGEL, Treas. 


tO LULGERAN WITNESS. 


SOUTHERN WISCONSIN DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Southern Wisconsin District 
during August, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $411.22; Synodieal Building Fund, 154,85; 
Missions, 4,167.71; Miscellaneous, 1,585.64. — 7'ofal, $0,319.42. 
A. Ross, 7T'reas. 








Advance of Price for “Witness” and “Lutheraner.” 


In acordance with synodical resolution the subscription price 
of the LUTHERAN Witness and Lutheraner has been advanced to 
$1.25 cach, payable strictly in advance; in St. Louis (and in the sub- 
urban places served from the St. Louis post-oflice) and in foreign 
countries, including Canada, $1.50 per annum. The new price goes 
into effect on September 15, 1920. Up to then subscriptions will be 
aceepted at the old price, also renewals, Thus if your subscription 
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Regeneration. 


Born as I was in sin, 
My heart was out of tune 
With all that holy, happy throng 
Whose voice of prayer and temple-song 
Were all for Him, were all for Him. 
I could not see His beauty then, 
Nor plead for life and light; 
His Gospel of the Cross was dim, 
Forbidding as the night. 
Born as I am again, 
Both washed and sanctified, 
My heart is with the happy throng, 
My matins and my evensong 
Are all for Him, are all for Him. 
There is no beauty such as His, 
No glory half so bright; 
His Gospel is my psalm and hymn, 
His name my Life and Light. 
W. M. CzaManskeE. 


My Church." 


I am a Lutheran because I know of no church that 
maintains so firmly all teachings of the Bible, insisting upon 
every word which God has spoken; none that sets forth more 
faithfully “all the counsel of God,” Acts 20, 27. 

I know of no church that maintains so conscientiously 
and so consistently “the liberty wherewith Christ hath made 
us free,” Gal. 5,1. Lutheranism is “narrow” where the Bible 
is “narrow,” and gloriously “liberal” where the Bible is 
“liberal.” ‘ 

Doctrine. — As I know my Church, she docs net inter- 
‘pret the Bible, but lets the Bible interpret itself. She allows 
reason no other function with respect to the Scriptures than 
that of apprehension, getting from the words their true con- 
tent; not that of comprehension, making finite human reason 
the arbiter of doctrine. 

I love my Church because in these times of confusion 
and uncertainty she stands for authority in religion, no 





* This article will be printed as a tract by the Lutheran Mis- 
sionary Society of New Jersey for the observance of “Lutheran Week,” 


October 24—31. 


human authority, but divine authority — the Bible. She has 
no variable standard. It is not: “Thus saith antiquity,” nor, 
“Thus saith the Church,” nor, “Thus saith my heart,” nor, 
“Thus saith a majority.” The sole authority is: “Thps saith 
the Lord.” 

I know no church that restricts its preaching so carefully 
to the preaching of God’s.holy Law and Christ’s gracious 
Gospel — the real business of the Church. I rejoice that her 
ministers try not to forget that they are “stewards of the 
mysteries of God,” 1 Cor. 4, 1, enjoined to preach Christ 
Crucified, and refrain from using the house of worship for 
mere instruction in secular matters, for entertainment, and 
the like. 

I know of no other church that makes the comforting 
doctrine of salvation by faith in Christ Jesus so profoundly 
the heart of its message to the children of men. And this, 
I am persuaded, is the central theme of the Bible, 1 Cor. 2, 2; 
John 5, 39. 

Worship. — I love her devotional services. They are not 
cold. Nor will those who cannot worship the Father in the 
Spirit find therein substitutes of form and ceremony to de- 


‘ lude them. Again there is, according to local usage and other 


circumstances, that variety in the order of service which 
Christian liberty allows. Here again the Lutheran Church 
prescribes not where there is no prescription in God’s Word. 

I love’ the Lutheran Church because, though she does 
not set up a joint service with those who preach another 
Gospel, Gal. 1, 6, she is nevertheless free from all spiritual 
conceit. She insists that false doctrine is sin, that “adding 
to or taking away from” the Bible (Rev. 22,18.19) is re- 
bellion against God, and avoids whom she must avoid accord- 
ing to Rom. 16,17. She firmly refuses to give countenance 
in any way to the claim that it’ matters not what we make 
of God’s revelation, yet readily grants that, not all false 
doctrine being wilful, there are children of God also in other 
churches, so long as the essential truth of Christ’s Gospel 
is still taught, and never looks upon such churches as legiti- 
mate fields for proselyting. 

Church Government. —I am a Lutheran because here. 
I find Biblical liberty with regard to church government. 
Every congregation is sovereign and autonomous, self-govern- _ 
ing under God and His Word. All questions regarding the 
work of the local church are adjudicated in the stated mect- 
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ings of the voting members. And yet these autonomous 
congregations are knit together in mutual dependence and 
sympathy through synodical meetings, which, composed in 
equal proportion of the laity and the clergy, engage in the 
larger work of the Chureh. Thus the people themselves 
manage all ecclesiastical affairs. 

Americanism. —I rejoice to see that not herein alone, 
but rather fundamentally Americanism and Lutheranism are 
in perfect accord. The very chief glories of the American 
Constitution, e. g., the principle of separation of Church and 
State, liberty of conscience and worship, freedom of speech 
and of the press, the guarantees of the rights of the in- 
dividual, are things that Luther proclaimed, and which did 
not exist before his day. “Luther alone,” says the historian 
Bancroft, “has the glory of forbidding to fight for the Gospel 
with violence and death.” 

And so, while always “subject to the powers that be” 
(Rom. 13,1), she stoutly stands by the State when it refuses 
to interfere in spiritual matters or to be governed by any 
other standard than natural justice and equity, and herself 
sccks in no way to employ the physical powers of the State 
for her work, teaching that the sphere, purpose, and work of 
the Church is wholly spiritual and should be performed by 
spiritual means only. As she consistently refuses to enter 
upon activities for which she has no divine warrant, so also 
docs the Lutheran Church refuse, as a matter of principle, 
to engage in political enterprises, and does not, as a church, 
seek to influence, much less control the State, civic govern- 
ment. This in itself is so thoroughly in accord with the 
highest standard of constitutional law, that I am persuaded 
to consider every soundly Lutheran congregation as a power- 
ful bulwark of constitutional liberty and Americanism. 

I love my Church because nowhere else do I find such 
zealous care to meet the spiritual necessities of God’s little 
ones. That “they might set their hope in God and keep 
His commandments” (Ps. 78, 7), she is grandly willing to 
spend time and money. The work done in her church-schools, 
the labor borne by her ministers in preparing the young 
people for communion and church-membership (confirma- 
tion), must, when the real facts are known, excite the admira- 
tion of all who burn with love of God and country. 

Paterson, N.J.. WALTER KOENIG. 


‘‘Marriage Is Honorable in All.’’ 





Words of Luther for Our Own Day. Translated for the 
“Lutheran Witness” by the Rev. Prof. Th. Engelder, 
Springfield, Tl. 

Let us now, in the first place, consider that matrimony 
is an honorable estate and deserves to be called a holy order. 
For God has conferred an eightfold honor upon it, as Holy 
Scripture tells us. The first honor: Matrimony has not been 
instituted by angels or men, but it is the work and creation 
of God, this union of the man and woman. The First Book 
of Moses, chapter 1, 27, plainly states: “Male and female 
created He them. And God blessed them, and God said unto 
them: Be fruitful and multiply.”... We read (chap. 2, 22) : 
“God brought Eve, the wife, unto Adam.” ‘The bridesman 
escorting Eve, the bride, is the great God, the Holy Trinity. 
And more, the Son of God, Jesus Christ, being the true 
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supreme High Priest, weds and blesses Adam, the bridegroom, 
and Eve, the bride. ... Now consider what great glory 
matrimony derives from the fact that it is of divine origin, 
being the work of the great God, the Holy Trinity, who has 
founded it and escorted the bride, while the Son of God, 
Jesus Christ, solemnized the marriage of Adam and Eve and 
blessed them. Let but an order or institution be founded 
by some emperor, ah, how they will glory in the name of 
the august founder, how they will laud it as an illustrious, 
ancient, imperial institution! Well, what is an empcror? 
A mortal man; compared with God of no more worth than 
a pound of lead over against a mountain of gold. If the 
monks and nuns could claim the honor of divine origin for 
their orders, what boasting and bragging there would be! 
Why, they would drive us out of the world with their 
vaunting. But the fact that matrimony is a divine institu- 
tion and ordinance does not impress us greatly. Oh, the 
blindness, the unbounded blindness, of men! 

The second honor:. Matrimony has been founded, not 
at Athens in Greece, nor at Babylon, nor at Rome, nor at 
Santiago de Compostella, but in holy Paradise, in the garden 
of Eden, the garden planted by God Himself and containing 
the tree of life, whose fruit was to conserve the health of man. 

The third honor: The patriarchs, pricsis, and prophets, 
such as Adam, Abraham, Moses, Aaron, Isaiah, have them- 
selves lived in wedlock. Now this again redounds to the 
honor of matrimony. Married persons are in a position -to 
say: God be praised and thanked! 1 have entered and am — 
living in an estate which has originated, not like that of the 
monks and nuns during the last thousand years, but more 
than 5500 years ago, and the patriarchs, priests, and prophets 
have entered it before me. If such action, of the saints pleased 
God so well, it will without a doubt also please Him that 
I am living in this state with my dear wife or husband. 

The fourth honor: God has also given a strict command- 
ment and prohibition in behalf of matrimony, exactly as the 
owner of a beautiful flower-garden and pleasure-ground fences 
it in in order to keep men from tramping over it and de- 
stroying it. ‘That is the purpose of the Sixth Commandment: 
Thou shalt not commit adultery. For God, having set apart 
matrimony as His garden-spot on earth, for the growing of 
sweet roses and lovely carnations — these dear people who are 
created in the image of God—and for the propagation of 
the human race, Jle commands all men to honor it, to deal 
with it in chastity and the fear of God, and not to violate it. 
Tor whosoever violates it, him God will grievously punish 
in body and soul and cast him out of His kingdom. 1 Cor. 
6,10. Did He not make good His threat by destroying the 
whole world, with the exception of eight persons, in the 
Flood? Gen. 7, 22.23. Again, by destroying with fire and 
brimstone the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah? Gen.°19, 
24.25. Once again, by sorely punishing His dearest servant, 
King David, for his adultery? 2Sam.12.... Can the adul- 
terer and fornicator and the ruler who tolerates these things, 
unless they be dead to all human feelings, contemplate these 
manifestations of the fearful wrath of God without being 
filled with fear and trembling? 

In the fifth place: God has honored matrimony by His 
regulation of the Old Testament: “When a man has taken 
a new wife, he shall not go out to war, neither shall he be 
charged with any business, but he shall be free at home one 
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year, and shall cheer up his wife which he hath taken.” 
Deut. 24,5. J'rom this we see that God does not begrudge 
the young married couple their great happiness. 

The sixth honor: Our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, the 
Son of God, though born of a virgin, was not born of a virgin 
who was still single, but of Mary who according to Matt. 1, 18 
and Luke 1,27 was espoused to Joseph, her husband, as his 
betrothed wife, as the angel says, Matt. 1,20. Compare Deut. 
22, 23ff. So, then, our Lord Jesus Christ was born of Mary, 


His mother, while she was the affianced wife of Joseph; the 


law held that He was born in wedlock, and Ilis birth has 
honored matrimony. 

The seventh honor: When our Lord Jesus Christ, thirty 
years old, having been baptized, was about to enter upon His 
ministry, He first of all attends the wedding and marriage- 
feast at Cana in Galilee, out in the village among the peasants, 
and thus honors His Father’s, His own, and the Holy Spirit’s 
ereation and ordinance. He takes along His mother Mary 
and His disciples, His mother to take charge of affairs, His 
disciples to serve. 

The eighth honor: Our Lord Jesus Christ is not content 
with attending the wedding, but makes this the occasion, as 
St. John tells us, of first manifesting forth His glory, His 
true, almighty, eternal Godhead and divine Sonship, by 
changing the clear water into red wine. ‘That certainly con- 
fers great honor upon the state of matrimony and yields rich 
comfort to married folks. It assures them that Christ Him- 
self, God’s Son, cares for them, will under all circumstances 
be with them at their wedding and throughout their married 
life, and will comfort them; He will not suffer them to 
perish from hunger and thirst nor to be put to shame; He 
will provide sufficient food to nourish and strengthen them; 
and sooner than have them suffer want, He will change the 
water into wine for them, that is, turn their misery into joy 
and gladness; He will in no way forsake them, as the 34th 
Psalm, v. 10, says: “The young lions do lack and _ suffer 
hunger; but they that seck the Lord shall not want any 
good thing.” And again, Ps. 37,25: “I have been young, 
and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, 
nor his seed begging bread.” : (X, 650—657.) 


Have You Friends? 


God, who knows man better than any one else, said: “It 
is not good that the man should be alone.” Sensible men 
have also recognized that man must have companionship. 
Lord Bacon said that any one who wishes to live entirely 


alone must be either a devil or an angel, for such a desire 


is not human; and another writer said: “He alone is fit 
for solitude who is like nobody, liked by nobody, and likes 
nobody.” 

The desire to enjoy good company is'a natural and 
wholesome desire. It is just as natural and wholesome as the 
desire for good, nourishing food. 

But it is with the subject of companionship as it is 
with so many subjccts on this earth, we cannot go far into 
the matter before we are face to face with that ugly child 
of the devil, sin. The vast majority of our fellow-men are 
slaves of sin. They are that innumerable multitude who are 
walking upon the broad highway “that leadeth to destruc- 
tion.” Because of this circumstance it is generally very casy 


and even of some in foreign countries. 


‘to find bad company. In our large cities especially, corrupt 


and corrupting companions offer their company to us every 
day. Sometimes the worst company is rather carefully done 
up; in order to make the parcel attractive, much attention 
has been bestowed upon the wrapper. On the other hand, 
it requires some care and pains to discover the best company. 
People who wish to keep themselves unspotted from the 
world do not stand at street corners and offer their company 
to any one who may desire it. If you, therefore, are looking 
for safe and proper companions for yourself or for your 
children, you dare not travel the path of least resistance 
and take up whoever offers himself. In this matter of friends 
and associates for ourselves and for our children, we ought 
to keep in mind that value of possession is to be preferred 
to ease of acquisition. 

But is not company at times forced upon us? ‘ We can- 
not choose a classmate; we find him in the class. We do 
not choose our brothers and sisters; we find them in the 
family. We do not choose our fellow-laborer; we find him 
in the workshop. We may not always choose our neighbors; 
they simply move in. That is all true, and yet — your 
neighbor, your fellow-workman, your classmate, in some cases, 
sad to say, even a relative, ought not be your intimate com- 
panion and friend. An intimate.friend should be of our 
own choosing. 

This problem of choosing our companions increases in 
difficulty when we change our residence. As long as the boy 
and girl live at home, as long as they continue to attend 
the home church, it ought not be a difficult matter for them 
to choose the proper associates; but when they leave home 
and enter a strange city, then, separated from old friends, 
companions, and relatives, they more than ever long for com- 
panionship. In the life of youth, that has often constituted 
the crisis. At such a time the choice of associates means so 
much that we ought to prepare for the solution of the 
problem long before we actually face it. 

In most cases we know that we are going to leave home 
before we leave it, and we generally know where we are going. 
Relatives or friends may live in the city which we are to 
visit. However that may be, there is one who can and ought 
to serve us in just this contingency. That is our spiritual 
guide, our pastor. The pastor has a list of all Lutheran 
ministers in the different cities and localities of our country 
If you are preparing 
to leave home, include in your preparations a visit to the 
pastor. He ought to know whether you are in his parish, 
or whether you are out of the city and away from home. 
He may give you a letter of introduction. That letter may 
be the open door to very exclusive society, very proper asso- 
ciates, and very wholesome surroundings. The writer has 
repeatedly given letters of introduction to young people who 
visited other cities. In every case, so far, these young people 
profited by these letters, acknowledged their value, and over- 
whelmed him with gratitude for assisting them in finding 
good, reliable friends, pleasant companions, and a safe church- 
home. On the important matter of letters of transfer and 
letters of introduction from your pastor, the Lurieran 
WITNESS said in a former editorial: — 

“hese letters of dismissal and introduction serve a very 
important purpose. ‘The pastor who gives the transfer has 
his mind and conscience eased because he knows that he has 
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recommended a departing member to the care of another 
faithful and capable curate of souls. If you have not called 
upon your pastor for such a letter of transfer, it is possible 
that the man is troubled in mind and is occupying his pie- 
cious time in trying to locate vou, whereas you may be in 
another town looking about for a Lutheran church. The 
pastor's time is wasted, he is unnecessarily annoyed. and your 
soul is endangered while you are wasting precious weeks in 
finding a church in your new locality. Again, the pastor 
who is expected to receive as a new member the stranger 
who comes recommended by his own assertions alone must 
certainly have scruples of conscience and uneasiness of mind 
when he remembers that all kinds of persons travel about 
with more or less credible stories of their own. The country 
pastor, above others, should mark the importance of giving 
directions, instructions, and a letter of transfer or intro- 
duction to those of his members, especially if they are young 
pecple, who go to the city.” 

This whole article would be incomplete if I did not 
mention the very best Friend of all: your blessed Savior, 
Jesus Christ. Him you did not first of all choose yourself, 
but He chose you, even as IIe tells us: “Ye have not chosen 
Me, but 1 have chosen you.” But now that Ife has chosen 
you, you have been given the power also to choose Him again 
and again as your Friend and as your daily intimate associate. 
You ought therefore endeavor continually to become better 
acquainted with that precious Friend who has chosen you, 
. and as you learn to know’Him more and more and better 
and better, as He is with you in His Word and Sacraments, 


your heart ought to exclaim again and again with deep fervor 


and conviction: “What a Friend L have in Jesus!” 

While you are in His company, you are like the water 
of a stream that is passing through underground passages 
over clean rocks and through filtering gravel and sand, to be 
swectened and cleansed. Such water is delightful, wholesome, 
refreshing; but if in its overground channel it falls in and 
mingles with fetid, stagnant, and contaminated streams, it 
will itself become polluted. Many boys and girls have left 
home, not perfect, it is true, but yet temples of the Holy 
Spirit. They desired to serve God, they wished to be and 
to remain God's children, but little by little, through bad 
companions, through designing, evil-minded persons, who 
knew how to insinuate themselves into their confidence and 
friendship, the sensitive conscience was dulled, the old Adam 
was strenzthened, faith and virtue withered, and they them- 
selves became children of Satan, masters in wickedness, and 
the abode of unclean lusts or of superstitious folly. ‘Theirs 
was not a sudden fall, it was rather a gradual descent. But 
however gradual their descent may have been, they finally. 
arrived at a fearful abyss. Some few of these, like the 
prodigal son and Zacchaeus, were plucked as brands out of 
the fire, but many thousands and millions have perished 
wretchedly. 

I must call your attention to one specious argument 
which has misled many: Should we Christians not seek to 
reclaim the lost, and with this purpose in mind associate with 
them that we may rescue them? 

It is true, indeed, that we are not to- isolate ourselves 
from other men and women and in a pharisaical spirit ex- 
claim: “Thank God that I am not as other men are.” ‘There- 
fore we teach that Christians are not to enter the cloister or 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. 


the monastery and thus build up a wall about themselves. 
It is true, indeed, that God wishes us to live in this world 
for the purpose of winning others for the lifé which has 
blessed us. But now, do not imagine that we are to do this 
by becoming the intimate associates and companions of those 
who live in vice. Our family life, our business life, our school 
life, our community life, will give us abundant opportunity to 
let our light shine that others may see our good works. While 
walking the narrow way, in the company of the Lord Jesus, 
there will be many an opportunity to speak the Word of 
God, to give direction and instruction to some lost soul, or 
to invite some straying one. We are not letting our light 
shine before men when we grow weak and allow the world 
to draw us after it into its ruinous wickedness. Jesus indeed 
ate with sinners, received them, entered their homes, and 
conversed with them, but He did not Himself become a pub- 
lican or a sinner. Tle did not laugh with sinners, but called ° 
them to repentance. He testified against sin, and offered the 
cure of, and salvation from, sin. 

Peter, on the other hand, at one time, chose companions 
who were enemies of the Lord Jesus: We know how these 
companions influenced him. He fell into such shameful sin 
that he himself later wept bitterly. 

We sometimes hear men say that we ought to join 
worldly societies, even enter their lodges, in order that we 
may win them; but where did God ever command us to do 
evil that good may come of it? Must 1 drink with a drunkard 
in order to cure him of his drinking? Will it not be better 
for him and for me if I abstain? Must I enter a game of 
chance in order to cure the gambler? Must I join the world- 
ling in toying with sin in order to create in him a distaste 
for his madness? For him and for me, the only saving 
course is for me to give him an example of finding my joy 
in the Lord. How can I testify to him that I find the Word 
of God “more to be desired than gold, yea, than much fine 
gold, sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb,” if his 
sensual amusements seem to delight me? 

God has told us how we are to influence the unbelieving 
and wicked among whom we live. We are to icll them how 
great things God has done for us. Not with evil-doing, but 
with well-doing we are to “put to silence the ignorance of 
foolish men.” We are to let our light shine so that they 
may sce our good works. We are to pray for them, we are 
to bless them, but we are not to become partakers of their 
sins. We can never help any one to become clean by rolling 
in the mire with him. We are to point him to that Fountain 
where every sinner may lose all his guilty stains. 

The Lord Jesus, the hest, the purest, has chosen you to 
be His friend, His companion, His associate; choose Him 
each day again and again. And choose those who are Fis 
friends, and whom He chooses for Himself and for you. 
You may not find them easily, they may not have much time 
to spend with you, but you will always find a few who gather 
at regular times to hear His Word, to sing the praises of 
Him who hath ealled them out of darkness into ITis mar- 
velous light. ‘hey will there be ready to pray with you — 
for themselves, for you, and for others. Go where Jesus is 
making His flock to lie down in green pastures, where Ie 
is leading them beside the still waters of Ifis holy’ Word and 
Sacraments, there where the children of God assemble in the 
Father’s house. There draw near to them and to the Father. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. 


You are one of them, you belong to that holy family, they 
are your proper companions. ‘There you will be blessed, 
strengthened, purified. Going forth thence to your work, 
you will become a power under God for the welfare of all 
those with whom you come in contact. Thus you will have 
good friends. Thus you will be one of those blessed persons 
of whom God says: “I will bless thee, and thou shalt be 
‘a blessing.” —§. 


Termination of the L. L. L. Campaign. 


The Executive Committee of the L. L. L. intends to close 
the campaign by November 1, and is carnestly hoping and. 
praying that the desired goal, which is a $3,000,000 IEndow- 
ment Fund, will be reached. 
Detroit, the fund had just passed the $2,000,000 mark. -Be- 
fore Synod adjourned, it resolved: “That Synod convened at 
Detroit, Mich., June 16—25, appreciates the determination 
of the L. L. L. to collect the balance needed to complete the 
$3,000,000 Endowment Tund for our Veterans of: the Cross, 
wishes these brethren God’s blessing, and encourages all 
-officers and pastors as well as the laity of Synod to give 
further enthusiastic, energetic, and sustained support to our 
L. L. L. in their efforts to have every member of Synod do 
his full share towards reaching the desired end.” Since then 
the fund has increased $300,000, so that $700,000 are still 
lacking. If all congregations which as yet have not partici- 
pated in this work would lend a helping hand, the coveted 
goal could be attained. ‘The undersigned has been requested 
by the president of the L. L. L. to address a few encouraging 
words to these congregations with the aim of soliciting their 
needed support for the noble cause. 

Acts 11 we read that in all congregations of Asia and 
Europe a collection was to be raised for the relicf of the 
brethren dwelling in Judea, who had been afllicted by a great 
dearth. The Apostle Paul was especially interested in this 
movement. In letters to the several congregations he stated 
the case and advised that collectors be appointed for the 
exccution of the project. The congregations responded 
variously to this appeal; some contributed. richly and abun- 
dantly; others were reluctant. The congregations in Mace- 
donia were excecdingly willing. Paul praises them when 
writing 2 Cor. 8, 1—+: “Moreover, brethren, we do you to 
wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Mace- 
donia; how that: in a great trial of affliction the abundance 
of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches 
of their liberality. For to their power, I bear -record, yea, 
and beyond their power they were willing of themselves; 
praying us with much entreaty that we would receive the 
gift, and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering of 
the saints.” : 

Matters, however, were different with the Corinthians. 
Although they had resolved, having been admonished by the 
Apostle, 1 Cor. 16, 1—3, to take part in the good work, they 
were slow in doing so. The Apostle, therefore, wrote them 
- 2@Cor.8,10.11: “And herein I give my advice: for this is 
expedient for you, who have begun before, not only to do, 
but also to be forward a year ago. Now, therefore, perform 
the doing of it; that as there was a readiness to will, so 
there may be.a performance also out of that which ye have”; 
and he continues through two whole chapters to persuade 
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them to contribute liberally. Tle does this in a most winning 
and convincing way, reminding them of the unspeakable gift 
God has bestowed upon them in Christ Jesus. 

We in this campaign have had similar experiences. Many 
of our congregations could be likened to the Macedonians. 
To their power, yea, beyond their power they were willing of 
themselves; others like the Corinthians, it is true, resolved 
to take part in the collection, but have not so far put this 
resolution into effect, while still others did not act at all. 

These latter congregations are herewith ardently en- 
treated and urged to do their share in bringing this God- 
pleasing undertaking to the desired end, to make it a memo- 
rial of thanksgiving to God for again granting us peace after 
the fearful years of war. 

‘he proceeds of the Fund have already begun to flow 
into our treasury for the support of incapacitated pastors, 
professors, teachers, aud their widows and orphans, thereby 
enabling our Board of Support to provide for them more 
sufficiently and adequately than in the past. 

Chicago, Il., September 18, 1920. F. PFOTENHAUER. 








Enditorial. 


A By-Product of the Work of the L. L. L. — Early in its 
history the L. L. L. adopted the slogan: “Not Charity, but 
Equity.” These brethren recognized that the meager salary 
which in many cases was paid to those who serve the Church 
as teachers and pastors was an injustice. While gathering 
their fund, they told us that this money was to be paid to the 
aged servants of the Lord, or their dependents, not as a matter 
of charity doled out to paupers, but in part at least to make up 





. for the injustice which was done to these people in the past. 


"We all are looking forward to the triumphant closing of the 
L.L. L. campaign. Through their words these brethren have 
mightily aroused our Christians to provide for the needs of the 
Veterans of the Cross. Besides this important fruit, their work 
has also produced by-products. Just as the fruit-tree, besides 
the fruit which it bears and for the sake of which it was planted 
and cultivated, gives also refreshing shade as a by-product, just 
so this good work of the L. L. L. has not only provided a fund 
from which those may live who have become disabled in the 
service of the Church, but it has also aroused the attention of 
our congregations to the present needs of the men who are still 
laboring with unabated strength in the vineyard of the Lord. 
Everywhere we hear of a higher appreciation of the pastor’s 
work, while increases in pastors’ salaries and improvements in 
his living conditions have become almost universal among us. 
Synod itself has increased the salaries of all of its professors and’ 
salaried officers. Besides this there are other by-products, such 
as the fraternal acquaintance and the cordial cooperation of 
many of our members, which has been accomplished through the 
work of the L. L. L. Thus the good works of our Christians bear 
rich fruit, and do not only accomplish that which we set out to 
do, but carry with them other blessings which at first perhaps 
were scarcely thought of. “Let us not be weary in well-doing, 
for in due season we shall reap if we faint not.” S. 
The Walther League and Our Young People.— A short 
time ago at Evansville, Ind., the Walther League met in con- 
vention. More than five hundred delegates and visitors were 
assembled in the Trinity Lutheran Church of that city. This 
League is .composed of the young people’s socicties of our 
churches. They hold annual conventions attended by delegates 
from each socicty. The chief purpose of the League is to keep 
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of blessings come to the children themselves, to their parents, to 
the congregation, to the pastor, to the Synod, and to the whole 
Church. It cannot be otherwise, for during these instructions 
the Holy Spirit labors upon the souls of these children. 

These young Christians are facing that part of their lives 
whichis especially beset with many dangers. They are coming 
to maturity, and therefore going into a territory of life which is 
entirely new to them. The question of their occupation for life, 
the question of their taking an active part in the affairs of 
humanity, the question of friends and associates, and many 
other questions are going to press for decision. Their own 
personal wishes and outlook will demand due consideration. As 
never before, they are to enter the battle of life. They are now, 
as good soldiers of Jesus Christ, to fight the good fight of faith. 
They are to be equipped to run with patience the race that is 
set before every Christian. With greater clearness, with better 
understanding than ever before, and with a deep sincerity, they 
are to call Jesus their Master, who has redeemed them, whose 
very own they are, whom they also wish to serve in righteous- 
ness and purity. The whole Church desires that these young 
Christians should confess what Paul confessed: “I know in 
whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to 
keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day.” 
And the pastor’s course of instruction is to prepare them to do 
it gladly and intelligently. What hours of opportunity, there- 
fore, do these instructions for confirmation give to the Church! 
God grant: that we all may make the most of them! 

A few reminders may be helpful. 

Let parents see to it that the children study their memory 
work carefully at home. Concerning the truths which the chil- 
dren are to learn in these instructions, God has said to all 
parents: “Thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children.” 
But few parents can find the time to do this work properly 
themselves. And even though they had the time, few have the 
ability to do it as it should be done. Therefore the pastor in 
part is to represent them. But this much the parents can do, 
they can and should see to it that the children attend these 
instructions regularly, and that they faithfully prepare them- 
selves for cach lesson. The parents should at times inquire of 
the pastor as to the conduct and progress of the children. It 
will certainly also be a blessing to child and to parent if they 
converse together upon the matter of the instruction. 

It has often happened that through the testimony of a 
child parents were instructed and corrected. Out of the mouth 
of these children parents at times have learned to know the 
Savior better than ever before, have learned to love Him, and 
thus that beautiful fruit of Christian instruction has grown, 
prospered, and ripened: a child and a parent united in the one 


- true faith in the blessed Suvior and their hearts welded by the 


glow of the fire of love and devotion to Him who died for them. 

God bless our pastors and children as they together study 
the precious words of the Savior! | Ss. 

The Adult Class. — For nearly thirty years the writer has 
instructed one, two, three, and even more, adult classes of 
catechumens every year. These persons who come to our adult 
classes aro those who were not properly instructed in the Chris- 
tinn doctrines when they were of that age at which we usually 
give these instructions to our young Christians. Others of 
them have been reared in churches where they had presented 
to them a mere caricature of Christianity. The writer has had 
the same encouraging experience with these adult catechumens 
that thousands of other pastors have had with their adult classes. 
God permitted him to hear words of deep appreciation from 
these souls who had been sitting in darkness and in the shadow 
of death, and who now came into the fulness of the light of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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The question has often been asked: How do these people 
happen to come to the pastor? In our case the answer is this: 
In most eases they are close friends or relatives of our members. 
In many eases their children have come to our schools or Sun- 
day-schools, or have received instruction for confirmation. These 
children have testified at home to what they saw and heard. , 
Why should we not expect constant repetitions of the occur- 
rences of which we read in John 1, 35—51? It will perhaps be 
illuminating to tell of just a few experiences which other pas- 
tors, no doubt, could duplicate. After one of these instructions 
one of the men remained after the lesson and told me that he 
would have to resign his present position, — he had heard the 
explanation of the Seventh Commandment. He told me that 
he could not continue in the work which he was doing and at 
the same time be an ecarnest Christian. At that time work was 
very scarce, but this man made the sacrifice. He took a position 
at hard labor, whereas his former place exacted no such physical 
exertion. That man has remained faithful, and to-day he holds 
an important office in a Lutheran congregation, and God has 
blessed him also in temporal matters. 

In several] cases these adults left lodges of which they had 
been members. In many cases they tell others of what the Lord 
has done for them, and bring new members for the next class of 
religious instruction. Some of the best members in the writer’s 
ecngregation have come to him through these adult classes: 

Is there not a parent, a wife, a husband, a brother or a 
sister, or a brother-in-law or a sister-in-law, or an uncle or an 
aunt, or a neighbor of the members of our congregations who 
could be induced to come and to listen to these instructions? 
Let us reach out after the lost, after the stranger, after the 


. Strayed, and after the prodigals who are living right here in 


Christendom. In many cases they are unbaptized, in others 
they have never heard a clear and Scriptural statement of the 
faith of the Christian Church, nor have they ever been taught 
the proper spiritual morality. A pastor who has labored with 
his adult classes will pray the Lord that he may always have 
some whom he may thus lead to the Savior. The pastor’s ex- 
perience at death-beds is frequently edifying, but the class-work 
with adults is eminently satisfying. Ss. 

The Budget of the Local Church. — Many of our + anges 
gations have adopted the budget system. and those which have 
tried it out do not intend to revert to the older types. There 
was the cigar-box system, the klingelbeutel, the quarterly col- 
lection, the monthly contribution at the business meeting, the 
envelope, the duplex envelope, and the envelope collection plus 
a budget. And in all this we note a steady advance. 

You may not recognize the Cigar-box System. Years ago 
the Ohio Synod’s Lutheran Standard told about it. The story 
rai that Deacon Plumtree’s pastor had for six years been trying 
to get some system into the church finances. The deacon sees 
no use in such “nonsensical red tape.” Here is his annual re- 
port: “From askin’ round among the members, Mr. Chairman, 
I find that my receipts has been $450.50 this year. As I’vé got 
$26.50 in the cigar box to home, I must have give the preacher 
$424 for the year; so he’s overpaid $24.” “I walked home,” 
said the Standard editor, “with the minister from the meeting, 
and he says the facts in the case are that he is short twelve 
dollars on the year’s salary; but, as Deacon Plumtree is per- 
fectly honest, he docs not care to say a word about it.” 

We believe that such conditions no longer prevail in our 
Church. Not that we wish to convey the opinion as if the older 
methods of collection were always productive of injustice to 
the servants of the Church. Some forty years ago, we are told, 
a congregation of our Western District had this method of sup- 
porting its pastor: .Once a year the pastor would hitch his faith- 
ful nag to the buggy and in easy stages would make the rounds 
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month. In the Lutheran a series of editorial articles has ap- 
peared, setting forth the position which Lutherans ought to take 
towards the various movements within the Reformed denomina- 
tions. The Lutheran quite properly warns against the union- 
istic spirit which minimizes differences in doctrine, as if creeds 
and dogma amounted to nothing. With these paragraphs we 
heartily agree. We are not so sure that the platform which the 
Lutheran suggests for participation in Interdenominational 
Movements indicates the way out of the difficulty for the fac- 
tions within the Merger. This platform is published in the issue 
of September 16. Its doctrinal statements just escape mention- 
ing those particular points in which Reformed Protestantism 
differs from Lutheranism! Concerning the work of the Holy 
Spirit, for instance, point 3 says: “The continued activity of 
God the Holy Spirit among men, calling them into fellowship 
of Jesus Christ, and enlightening and sanctifying them through 
the gifts of His grace.” Every Calvinist or Zwinglian will agree 
to this so long as you do not add that the Spirit acts only 
through the Word of God—a basic distinction between Lu- 
therans and Reformed. <A footnote to this paragraph says: 
“We confess the mystery of the Real Presence in the Sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper.” However, the platform does not demand 
assent to this doctrine as a condition of joint work, but merely 
“Invites all Christians to renewed study of the teachings of 
Scripture concerning this Sacrament.” There is no reference 
in this platform to Baptism, and the statement regarding the 
Second Coming does not at all exclude the millennialist (thou- 
sand-ycar reign) error prevalent throughout the Reformed 
bodies. 

The question, moreover, is justified, Why should not the 
Lutheran Confessions, especially Luther’s Catechism, be re- 
garded as a sufiicient basis for fellowship of work or religious 
cooperation? If such cooperation is at all religious, and hence 
must be based upon agreement in doctrine, why must new forms 
be offered? Have we not in the Confessions of the Lutheran 
Church a platform for church unity better than any other ever 
proposed? The Lutheran asserts that “no movement can be 
joined where the confessional voice of our Church must be 
silenced.” Very true; but do we not silence our confessional 
voice at the very outset when we suggest, as a platform for 
collaboration in interdenominational work, a new statement of 
doctrine, instead of saying to the denominations: “Here are our 
Lutheran Confessions; this is what we teach; on the basis of 
agreement with this doctrine we are willing at all times to 
cooperate” —? 

The editor of the Lutheran means well; he wants to set up 
a barrier against a free and general cooperation of Merger Lu- 
therans with the sects; he dreads the plunge into unionism. 
But it is greatly to be questioned whether, by setting up a new 
and very vague creedal statement for people who will certainly 
not subscribe to our Lutheran Confessions, 1 good service has 
been rendered to sound Lutheranism. Of what use are the con- 
fessions of our Church at all if they do not serve the purpose of 
establishing with whom Lutherans can and with whom they can- 
not cooperate in the religious field? 

Our sympathies and good wishes are with all faithful Lu- 
therans within the United Lutheran Church in the forthcoming 
test of strength. G. 

Diphtheria Treated by Telephone. — At the trial of 
Mr. Andrew Walker, of Bloomfield, N. J., whose daughter, aged 
nine years, had died of diphtheria while under Christian Science 
treatment, a number of interesting facts were brought out. One 
of these is the giving of Christian Science treatments over the 
telephone. Three treatments were given in all; then the child 
died. In reply to questions directed to him, the “healer” in- 
“volved in the case asserted that there is no such thing as diph- 
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theria, — “there is a claim of it,” and he continued: “There is 
no disease. There is only a claim of disease.” He read to the 
girl a statement by Mary Baker Eddy and “told her she was not 
ill.” In his instructions the judge told the jury that to convict 
the father it would be necessary to find that he was guilty of 
gross and culpable negligence amounting to reckless disregard 
for the life of his child. Physicians present testified that it was 
practically impossible to treat diphtheria without the use of anti- 
toxin, and that on this point there was general agreement among 
medical men. ‘The jury returned a verdict of guilty. 

Commenting on the case, the Brooklyn Daily Eagle says 
editorially: “Diphtheria is a contagious disease which long 
baffled inedical science. It has been mastered by antitoxin treat- 
ment, but the laws generally require a strict quarantine of cases 
in the interest of the community. To ignore these restrictions 
is unlawful in this State and presumably in New Jersey. The 
principle involved in this tragic case is on that account broader 
than if the child had died of a non-contagious disease. The 
victim was taken to a theater but a short while before she died. 
Conceivably a leper might demand the right freely to move 
about, if he took the position assumed by this father and the 
practitioners that there is no such thing as disease. 

“But this is only one phase of the matter. Religious con- 
victions are rightly held to be sacred, but they are not more 
sacred than life itself. An individual may through religious 
conviction abjure medicine and suffer death thereby without 
transgressing the law; but to demand the right to jeopardize 
another life cannot be asked on religious grounds. Individual 
rights cannot be infringed upon, and when a person trespasses 
upon the rights of others in exercising what may be regarded as 
an individual right, society is bound to step in to protect itself.” 


A statement was issued in connection with the Bloomfield 
case by the Christian Science Committee on Publication, which 
culminates in the following sentences: “If the law is to be in- 
voked in these isolated cases of failure under Christian Science 
treatment, it should also be invoked in the case of failure under 
medical treatment.” “even doctors sometimes err in their diag- 
nosis.” The fallacy of such reasoning is obvious. Medical 
science at least admits the reality of disease. It does not try 
to treat diphtheria, dropsy, and cancer by denying their existence. 
Physicians often err in diagnosis. They do not agree in the 
methods of remedial treatment, and they still must admit their 
inability to cure certain diseases. But to condemn as a delusion 
all medical science, than which there has never been an agency 
of greater efficiency for the relief of human suffering and the 
preservation of human life, is a position which ought to stand 
condemned in the opinion of every sane person. We, who have 
secn a sufferer with appendicitis operated upon in a far advanced 
pus-stage, while a sister of the boy was at the long-distance wire 
requesting Christian Science absence treatment from Chicago, 
and she a former nurse, but now stoutly denying that there was 
such a thing as appendicitis, —I say, having witnessed this, one 
is ready to accept without much argument the opinion of those 


‘ who regard Eddyism as a delusion of the devil. Such it truly is, 


even if it were not for the soul-destroying doctrines of the cult. 


G. 


Regarding Contributions.— This paper depends to a 
grent extent upon contributions from its circle of readers. We 
have never failed to receive apt and timely articles, news items, 
and poems in sufficient quantity to supply the printer with 
manuscripts, and as a rule the supply of manuscripts is much 
greater than can be accommodated in our limited, pages. Our 
readers have noted, too, that new contributors are added every 
year to the list of those who are helping us to make this paper 
worth while. It is especially to the new contributors that we de- 
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sire to speak these words of advice concerning the preparation. 
of manuscripts. We oceasionally reccive contributions that do 
not prove available for mechanical reasons, — well-conceived 
articles, suitable in every way for our columns, but unavailable 
beeause of some technical defect. Hence we will say that all 
manuscripts should somewhat conform to the following rules 
generally laid down by publishers to authors: — 

1) Manuscripts should be written cither with typewriter or 
with black ink (writing fluid). , 

2) On typewriter use double-space; if you use pen and ink, 
leave adequate space between lines. 

3) Leave margin on left hand side, about one inch wide. 

4) Use no abbreviations of months, except in dates; nor 
of States, except in references to cities. Do not write: “Last 
Feb., the pastors of the Wisc. District, received a letter from 
the Voters’ League,” ete. 

5) Leave space after every period when using typewriter. 

6) Set in the first line of each paragraph two or three 
spaces. . 

7) Do not write on sheets of paper larger than 81X11 inches 
(letter size). Compositors and machine operators prefer even 
smaller sizes of sheets, say, 7X9 inches. Write on one side of 
paper only. 


8) Use only paper of a texture that will permit the use of: 


pen and ink. This applics also to typewritten manuscripts. 
Never use tissue paper and other grades commonly used for 
“carbons” on the typewriter. 


9) Always sign last sheet of manuscript with your full name 


and address. 

Follow these directions and your manuscript will not fail of 
publication by reason of mechanical defects. 

Two resolutions of the Synod at Detroit may in this con- 
nection be brought to the notice of our contributors. It was 
resolved that all announcements and official notices for our 
synodical papers be written in the language in which they are 
expected to appear, since mistakes are apt to creep in, and in- 
correct sense is apt to be conveyed when translations are at- 
tempted by the editors (Transactions, p. 179). The other reso- 
lution concerns District treasury reports. All treasurers are 

‘directed to send a bricf summary of thcir acknowledgments 
(appearing in Der Lutheraner), also to LUTHERAN WITNESS. 
G. 
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LUTHERAN WEEK IN’ NEW JERSEY. 


For the week beginning October 24 and closing with Refor- 
mation Day the Lutheran Missionary Society of New Jersey 
has planned something out of the ordinary. That week will be 
called “Lutheran Weck,” and all our churches in the State are 
asked to cooperate. 

_._ Special services will be held in each church on October 24, 
with an exchange of Missouri Synod pulpits throughout the 
State. Mid-week services will be conducted at four strategical 
points, the congregations of the neighborhood combining. The 
mid-week service is especially for such as are as yet outsiders. 
We wish to tell them of the glories of Lutheranism, what we as 
Lutherans are and stand for. At this writing we are trying to 
get a non-Jersey preacher and a representative layman, en- 
thusiastic Lutherans with the gift of missionary appeal, also a 
good singer to make the circuit. The Sunday service will arouse 
our people to a new appreciation of their privileges and duties. 
They will take tracts, ten of at least two kinds. We expect to 
have about 2,000 of such workers. They will make a definite 
promise first to read the tracts themselves, —it will do them 
good and fit them to talk, —and then to hand them out with 
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a& warm personal invitation for the mid-week service. Pastors 
always have people on their mind whom they wish some lay 
member to visit. Here is their opportunity. And the members 
will go this week because other members arg doing the same. 
A special tract, My Church, is being printed in an edition of 
20.000. Other tracts alrendy on the market will be used, 
e.9., What the Lutheran Church Stands For. The central com- 
mittee will send the literature to State officials and prominent 
people. Circuits and individual congregations will do that for. 
their immediate neighborhood. A State-wide distribution of 
40.000 to 50.000 tracts cannot fail to do some good. Suppose we 
do such a thing annually for the space of ten years; the cumv- 
lative effect ought to be noticenble. Some people will learn to 
spell “Lutheran” correctly who now know us not. On the last 
page of the tract will be printed, “Come and hear the Gospel 
preached in all its truth and purity at ...,” with space for 
rubber stamp of local church. Inquirers- will thus immediately 
know where to get further information. 

A second mid-week service was under discussion — a Friday 
evening service for Walther League and other young pcople’s 
societies, a rally service for the young life of the Church to 
quicken the sense of privilege, gratitude, duty, — to put it up 
squarely to our youth that the energy, strength, ambition, cte.. 
of youth belongs to God and His Church; to reach out after 
those confirmed in our Church, but who drifted away. But 
various seasonable considerations brought about abandonment 
of this feature. It may be practicable elsewhere. 

October 31, each church will celebrate Reformation Day in 
its own way. 

Expenses will be met in this way: Each circuit is respon- 
sible for its own commitments. Disbursements will not rum 
high and can be provided for by a door collection at the mid- 
week service or in any way the circuit sees fit. For general ex- 
penses of the central committee, congregations may be asked to 
turn over one-half of church collection on October 24. As the 
attendance on that day is expected to be large, the remaining 
half should equal the congregation’s usual collection. Hence the 
small struggling church need not fear that its treasury will be 
affected. 

This is a rough outline. There may be some modifications. 
Some features are still under consideration. 

Our reasons for this effort: 

_ 1. We are trying to awaken people out of their silence and 
inactivity caused by the war. The high ideals and purposes of 
our Church ought to be preached from the housetops. 

2. We are trying to prepare our people and our State for the 
coming four-hundredth anniversary of that great and eventful 
year of 1521 (Dict of Worms). Next year’s efforts ought to be 
greater. 

_ _ 3. We are trying to remind our people of their divine her- 
itage and to have them make an earnest, combined, and con-. 
eentrated effort to recall those who have grown lukewarm — 
Lutherans, but not working at it. 

4. Openly to invite investigation on the part of fellow- 
citizens, knowing that we have nothing but the pure old Gospel, 
and nothing to hide. Past slanders of the Church largely arose 
from ignorance, at least among the rank and file. Calumny 
must fade away when the truth is known. 

5. To awaken the first love as far as God gives grace. Our 
fathers had to fight and suffer to have the pure Gospel. Where 
we entered upon possession of the heavenly treasures without 
great effort, we are likely to fail in appreciation of the same. 
We are trying to come together and turn our guns on the spirit 
of worldliness, which in times of ease and quiet begins to gnaw 
at the vitals of the Church throughout the land. ‘ 

G. To give our people a chance to work, to do real missionary 
work on a large scale. So many of our lay members are com- 
plaining that there is’ nothing for them to do. Here is an 
opportunity to show their sincerity. Here is a chance to prove 
that they are Lutherans not only in name, but in reality, and 
that they are grateful to God and their Church. 

f you can help us in this corner of the United States to 
work for the Chnrch of God, tell us. 

Paterson, NW. J. Watter Koenic. 


LUTHERAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF NEW JERSEY 
CELEBRATES. 


Sunday afternoon, September 12, the Lutheran Missionary 
Society of New Jersey celebrated its tenth anniversary at Grand 
View ILall, Jersey City, N. J. The hall, which is on the brink 
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of the Palisades, overlooking New York City, was decorated with 
Amcrican flags and bunting, and in every conspicuous place a 
“Lutheran Missionary” banner was on display. ‘There were ap- 
proximately twelve hundred persons present, and it made one’s 
heart swell to see such a gathering of Lutherans interested in 
missionary work. Addresses were mado by the Revs. John H. 
Volk, H. H. Gallmann, Paul Roesener, and ‘Theo. S. Keyl. In 
the course of his address Rev. Volk asked the question: “Who of 
the forty-five present at the first meeting of the society ten 
years ago are here to-day?” Fourteen arose. Words of con- 
gratulation by Pastor Steinert. accompanied the presentation of 
a fine souvenir volume to Mr. W. Wieda, the Society’s president 
for the past ten years, and to Mr. Arnold, who had been treas- 
urer since the organization. 

Application’ blanks were passed around, and one hundred 
new members were gained. The collection brought over $375, 
to be devoted to the work of the socicty. H. W. Hewnic. 


ITALIAN MISSION IN WEST HOBOKEN. 


The Italian Mission in West Hoboken was opened in the 
year 1915. The first service was held on the second Sunday of 
February, with an attendance of five children and ten adults, 
who, I suppose, came just out of curiosity. Since then, however, 
the work has been developing steadily, and at present we have 
60 children on the roll and a communicant membership of 33. 
To this we may add ten adults, who will soon be received into 
full membership, and eight children, who, I hope, will join the 
confirmation class this fall. 

For the instruction of our Italian people the Missionary, 
Pastor A. Bongarzone, translated the Small Catechism of Luther 
into Italian from the Latin edition, and he is now preparing an 
Italian Lutheran hymn-book which, besides the 28 hymns of 
Luther already translated into Italian verse which keep the 
original melody, will contain a translation of the morning and 
evening services, a selection of Psalms, and some other good 
hymns which are being used by the Waldensian Church. 

‘The Italian Mission of West Hoboken, although in a very 
disadvantageous financial condition, made an effort and with 
the help of some very good Christian people raised the sum of 
$68 for the L. L. L. Endowment Fund. In our midst we have 
also found two prospective students for the ministry. 

We rejoice that the Lord is blessing wonderfully this Mis- 
sion, and we pray that He may continue His blessings and gather 
into His vineyard many more Italians who are still living in the 
darkness of superstition and infidelity. — NV. Y. Lutheran. 


CASS LAKE, MINN. 


The congregation at Cass Lake, although small in numbers 
as yet, is making strenuous efforts on behalf of the parochial 
school, and after many difficulties and setbacks they are now 
mecting with a goodly measure of success. August 29, in a 
solemn service, they witnessed the installation of Mr. Leonard 
Fischer, one of this year’s graduates of River Forest, as teacher 
of their parochial school. And on September 5, the, school- 
building, remodeled from the old church and fitted out with 
basement, furnace, toilets, etc., was dedicated. Pastor O. H. 
Schmidt, of Chaska, Minn., preached the sermons. The Cass 
Lake congregation is well equipped now to carry on the work of 
the Lord,. with a fine new:church, dedicated two years ago, a 
modern school, a teacher, and a pastor, and a willingness among 
the members to work earnestly for the advancement of the 
Kingdom. 

A study of Cass Lake is interesting. It is part of the 
rapidly developing Northern Minnesota, whither scttlers are 
locking in ever increasing numbers, and where our church- 
work has grown apace. The local conference of that district 
1umbered but ten ministers some five years ago; now we have 
;wenty-two in that territory. At Cass Lake one can see how the 
‘ransition from lumbering to farming works out. Whereas some 
ifty miles south of: Cass Lake you will find farming the one 
rreat industry, with but few reminders of the former great 
umbering industry, lumber is as yet the most imp»rtant in- 
lustry here, while farming is coming to the front more and 
nore. And why should it not? The soil is productive, the 
‘imate is healthy, land is comparatively cheap, and substantial 
‘ewards await the man who has courage and perseverance 
mough to clear the land and get it ready for the plow. 

May the Lord bless the labors of His servants also in the 
Jass Lake neighborhood, so that the great expectations we 
mtertain for a splendid future for the Lutheran Church there 
nay be realized abundantly! O. H. S. 
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WHEAT RIDGE SANITARIUM. 


The walls for the first floor of the new building are practi- 
cally completed, and all is in readiness for the pouring of the 
concrete floors for the second story. However, remittances are 
not keeping pace with building operations. The next three 
months will require heavy payments, about $40,000 every month. 
If the next month does not bring a substantial increase in funds, 
we shall be obliged to suspend building operations, at least tem- 
porarily. This, of course, would mean a great loss in money, 
and then, too, it may mean the closing of the institution for 
the winter, since it is impossible to assume the responsibility of 
caring for patients under existing conditions. We are casting 
about for loans to tide us over until the remittances catch up. 

Remittances for the building fund received to date, Sep- 
tember 16: Received: $82,242.65; disbursed: $50,360.96; on 
hand: $31,881.69. 

President R. D. Biedermann, of Springfield, visited our 
institution in August and has conveyed his impressions to us 
as follows: — 


“First, we have no ‘Platzfrage’ as to this institution. No. 
‘Verlegung’ is necessary. 

“Secondly, there is, by way of buildings and equipment, 
much that serves its purpose, and therefore will be retained. 

“Thirdly, the Pavilion now going up was an absolute 
necessity. The tents are in a sad condition. It would have 
been criminal to make them the habitation of tuberculosis pa- 
tients for another winter. As it is, we must deplore the fact 
that the afflicted will have to occupy those primitive dwellings 
at least until Christmas. 


“Fourthly, quick and liberal financial support must be given 
to this work if only that part of the building is to be paid which 
has been contracted for. 


“Fifthly, it is supremely desirable that the contract for the 
Chapel also be let. For, after all, it is the spiritual care which 
our patients cherish so highly, and which places this Sanitarium 
far above similar institutions in the same climate.” 


Wheat Ridge, Colo. H. H. Fererraa. 





Religious Press. 





A SIGNIFICANT CONTRAST. 


There are in our country about 15,000,000 boys and girls 
in Protestant Sunday-schools, and 27,000,000 more or less re- 
lated to Protestants not connected with them. The fifteen 
million, with the exception of those brought up in churches 
where there is parochial or catechetical instruction, get a half- 
hour of religious instruction per week; and much of this in- 
struction is vague. ; ' 

On the other hand, there are 1,600,000 Jewish children in 
our country who receive five hours’ religious instruction per 
week, and 8,000,000 Roman Catholic children who receive four 
hours’ instruction per week. Every one knows how hard it is 
to win a Jew to the Christian faith, and how tenaciously a 
Roman Catholic clings to his Church. 

The contrast is significant. It would seem to show that 
Jews and Roman Catholies believe they have something that is 
worth teaching to their children, and that they deem it impor- 
tant enough to make arrangements to teach them. It would 
seem to show that they regard their faith just about cight or ten 
times more precious and valuable to their children than Protes- 
tants regard thcirs. It would seem to show, furthermore, that 
Protestants are satisfied with rocky-ground soil, and are not 
much interested in plowing deep for the little sowing they do. 
They ought to see, however, that they are raising a big crop 
of rocky-ground religion where the sced springs up, gets its due 
share of emotional and sentimental heat,—and straightway 
withers and dies. What sort of Protestant parents do we have, 
anyhow, that 27,000,000 baptized children should grow up around 
the churches as sheep without a shepherd? They have been 
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sprinkled with very little religion themselves in their youth, 
and what little life they once had has withered and died. We 
ought not to be too wise and self-sulicient to take lessons from 
Jews and Roman Catholics. — Zhe Lutheran. 


PHARAOH’S THRONE-ROOM. 


Dr. Clarence S. Fisher, the world-famous archeologist of 
the University of Pennsylvania, has just returned from ao six 
years’ work in Egypt, bringing with him what he claims to be 
the throne-room of Pharaoh Meneptuh, the ruler before whom, 
more than 3,500 years ago, Moses and Aaron stood to deliver 
the message of God commanding that monarch to let Israel go 
into freedom and back to their own country. According to 
Prof. Fisher, here is another testimony to the historical accuracy 
of the Old Testament in the facts occurring in what the critics 
have held are prehistoric times. The evolutionists are trying 
to read the past from skeletons and rocks to support their phi- 
losophy. The archeologist is bringing forth providentially pre- 
served testimony to the integrity and positive reality of God’s 
revelation. ° 

The section of the palace obtained includes the raised dais 
on which stood the throne of Pharaoh, with steps at the side 
and a ramp in the front, where the two patriarchs stood. In 
addition, with the permission of the Egyptian Government, 
Professor Fisher brought with him remnants of the coluinns 
that once surrounded the throne-room. ‘These are inlaid with 
faience and gold, beautifully decorated. The uncovered parts 
represent only one of the wings of the main building, which 
has for centuries been buried beneath the ruins of successive 
civilizatipns. In due time this material will be sct up at the 
university and be open for public inspection.—The Presbyterian. 


MORMONISM AGGRESSIVE. 


The Mormons have never been more aggressive and more 
successful in pushing their propaganda than at present. Their 
show of patriotism during the war and the statement, so per- 
sistently made that it is generally believed, that they have aban- 
doned polygamy, have won a more favornble feeling toward 
thein, and opened the way for the promotion of their cause. 
In every community they seem to be specializing in Juring the 
children and young people within the grasp of their ecclesiastical 
octopus. Every Mormon child aud young person is an ardent 
and active missionary. Through entertainments and parties 
and personal relationships they succeed in winning many from 
non-Christian homes and some from families belonging to or- 
thodox churches. They are especially successful in communities 
where our churches are vacant.— Zhe Presbyterian. 








Eutheran DLammen's League. 








(EpIToRIAL Note, — By arrangement with the L. L. L. Campaign 
Committee, this column is conducted by Rev. Karl G. Schlerf as Spe- 
cial Campaign Correspondent.) 


John 3,16: For God so loved the world that He gave [lis 
only-begotten Son. 

What will you give? 

1 Cor. 9,139.14: Do ye not know that they which minister 
about holy things live of the things of the temple? And they 


which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar? Even so- 


hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the Gospel should 
live of the Gospel. 

We bclieve God never meant the place of a minister to be 
one of elegant luxury; but He does mean that no minister 
should be entangled in the affairs of this life; and to prevent 
this, it is more important than any other one thing to assure 
every servant of God that, whatever self-denial may be incident 
to tho days of his actual and active Jabor, when the day of work 
is over, he shal] not suffer want for the necessities of life; or, if 
prematurely called hence, shall not leave a family to be cast on 
charity. 

Acts 20,35: Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how 
JTe said, It ts more blessed to give than lo receive. 

There is on reeord an admirable prayer of Thomas Sutton, 
the founder of the Charterhouse, “O Lord, Thou hast given me 
a large estate, give me a large heart.” 
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THE PRESENT STATUS. 


On September 18, the Executive Secretary of the L. L. L. 
reported : — 

Total Endowment Fund, including interest. ...$2,252,415.59 

Number of contributors (approximately) 14,005 


Why a deficit of over $700,000? 

That reminds me of a story. A ship was once wrecked on 
the Irish Coast. The captain was a eareful man. Nor had 
the weather been of so severe a kind as to explain the wide 
distance to which the vessel had swerved from her proper course. 
The ship went down, but so much interest was attached to the 
disaster that a diver was sent down. Among other portions of 
the vessel that were examined was the compass; that was swung 
on deck, and inside the compnss-box was detected a bit of steel, 
which appeared to be the small point of a pockct-knife blade. 
It appeared that the day before the wreck a sailor, who had 
been sent to clean the compass, had used his pocket-knife in the 
process, and had unconsciously broken off the point and left it’ 
remaining in the box. The bit of knife-blade exerted its in- 
fluence on the compass to a degree that deflected the needle from 
its proper bent and spoiled it as an index of the ship’s direction. 

Do not: press the story. The Three Million Dollar Fund 
was not wrecked when on the 30th day of March, 1919, the 
drive was held. But somo of our congregations did not help 
along, but inserted the pen-knife point into the works by not 
cooperating. We have no argument with them. For just rea- 
sons they may have stopped the work. But in past months 
they must have been convinced of the fact that “God wills it.” 
Now, therefore, is the time that the 620,000 communicant mem- 
bers ‘of the Missouri Synod put their shoulders to the wheel. 

According to the Statistical Ycar-Bool: for 1919 Synod has 
623,198 communicant members: Of these only 214,005 are con- 
tributors to the Endowment Fund. So then, according to good 
old arithmetic, more than 400,000 communicants have offered 
nothing for this great cause. We cannot conceive that those 
400,000 non-contributors can be so poor in earthly goods as not 
to be able to contribute anything. Among the 400,000 we are 
sure there are many young people who have a neat income. 


GIVE. 

“Give,” says the Lord of carth and sky; 
“I gave Myself, I came to die; 
I gave My love that you might live; 
All Mine is yours; can ye not give?” 

Yes, Savior, we will bring 

Our gifts to Thee, our King. 
Needed $3,000,000.00 
On hand 2,240,534.96 


Shortage ......... $759,165.04 

Reading of the above shortage of over $700,000, no doubt 
you will want to give something to complete the $3,000,000; no 
doubt you will be saying to yourself, I have given something, 
what ought I to give now? There is a more serious question, 
namely, WHAT DOES GOD WISH ME TO DO NOW? Put 
God first, then the rest will follow very readily. Take it to the 
Lord in prayer, remembering that more than $700,000 is needed; 
remembering that your Church cannot do the work that Christ 
expects it to do with this shortage hanging over us; and re- 
membering, above all, how Christ has blessed you this year. 


FOR THE LAST $700,000 WE NEED — 
$10,000.00 from those who can give $10,000.00 


$1,000.00 from those who can give $1,000.00 
$500.00 from those who ean give $500.00 

« $250.00 from those who can give | $250.00 
$100.00 from those who can give $100.00 
$50.00 from those who ean give $50.00 
$25.00 from those who can give $25.00 
$10.00 from those who can give $10.00 


_ But from every communicant member we need something 
in order to have a full 100 per cent. participation in every con- 
gregation. 

Perhaps you cannot give so much now, but can you not 
pledge a certain amount for the next three months? 

You have given. We are grateful, but many have given 
two and three times and have promised to give again. A case ' 
in point, from a letter. 

“Enclosed please find two Liberty Bonds, No. —— and 
No. ; total, $——. This is my fourth contribution in this 
second drive of the L.L. L. Hope to make a larger contribution 
before this drive is closed,” 
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WHAT YOU CAN Do. 


1. If you have already given for this cause, give again. You 
cannot give too often for a good purpose. God has blessed you 
in 1920 as He did in 1919. Give some of it back to Him. 

2. If you have not yet given for this good purpose, do it 
now. God has confessed Himself to this movement by many 
unmistakable signs. Your fellow-members of Synod have shown 
you the way; go and do likewise. Synod calls on you to do your 
share; surely you will heed the call. 

3. If you are making $25.00 a week, will you not give at 
least $2.00 2 month for the next three months for this specially 
worthy purpose. ; 

If you are making $30.00 a weel:, will you not give at least 
$2.50 a month for the next three months for this specially worthy 
purpose. 

If you are making $35.00 a weel:, will you not givo at least 
$3.00 a month for the next three months for this specially worthy 
purpose. 

If you are making $40.00 a week, will you not give at least 
$4.00 a month for the next three months for this specially worthy 
purpose. 

If you are making $50.00 a week or more, will you not dig 
down deep, dig until it hurts, and bring a real sacrifice for this 
specially worthy cause?! 

THE FINISH-UP CAMPAIGN MUST BE COM- 
PLETED BY THANKSGIVING DAY. LET US HAVE 
YOUR SHARE BETWEEN NOW AND THAT DAY. 


FOOD FOR THOUGHT. 
From Our Letter File. 


~The Sick Are Giving. 

“Please allow me to say that Miss , for months, has 
been confined to a bed of intense suffering from cancer, and 
having no means in sight, since she could not attend to her little 
flock of poultry, to make a living, and being always short of this 
world’s goods, she might well be considered justified in asking 
contributions for her own support. But her great love to her 
Church and its interests impels her to part with some of her 
scanty means and give to the support of those who have spent 
their lives in spreading the ‘good tidings of great joy.’” 

The Widows Are Giving. 

“Ienclosed find draft of $—— to help swell the Three Mil- 
lion Dollar Fund, donated by a widow.” 
ne Small Congregations Supported by the Mission Board Are 

iving. 

“This is a small congregation, recciving support from the 
Mission Board, but has at least shown its willingness to con- 
tribute, although the sum is not great.” 

Congregations without Pastors Are Giving. 

“. . and have been without pastoral care for nearly an 
entire year, the location being isolated and forty-five miles from 
the neighboring congregation. No doubt, $1,082.50 under such 
circumstances is offering unto. God thanksgiving.” (This con- 
gregation has 22 members. Eleven of them are still heavily in 
debt, and for every one of them this year’s harvest is a total 
failure.) 

" Colored Missions of the South Are Giving — Despite “Boll 
Weevil.” 

“Tenclosed find check for $—— for the L. L. L. Fund from 
, Negro teacher in our Lutheran Mission School. The 
Negro Lutherans of Alabama have contributed about $300.00 
for this Fund, and that despite boll weevil, short crops, and 
hard times in gencral.” 

Missions in the Forest Primeval Are Giving. 

“S is a summer resort. Recently cight Lutheran fam- 
ilies undertook to clear primoval forest for farming. Log houses 
are common. Itcal pioncers they are, to say the least. Less than 
six months ago we spoke of organization. ‘To-day we had our 
first quarterly meeting since St. John’s Ev. Luth. Congregation 
was founded with nine members. And when L. L. L. matters 
were discussed, I asked how many would take part. That none 
could afford six dollars per communicant I knew. Yet I am 
astonished at the pledgo of those present, — eight signed forty- 
five dollars, to bo paid every quartor until the pledge is paid 
in full. We can expect $50.00, the difference coming from the 
absent. All we need to do is to make matters plain to the people, 
and the response will be surprising. How can. they know, if we 
do not tell them the needs?” 

















=e ee ee wee eee eee —- ee eee ee ee 


. New fuidtlications. 





Unto Us. A Christmas cantata, Words by Paul E. Kretzmann. 
Musie hy G.C. Aibert Kaeppel. Concordia Publishing House, 
St. Louis, Mo, Price, $1.00. 


This is that splendid cantata which appeared in 1919 just a little 
too late to be reviewed, known, and practised for a festival per- 
formance, We therefore again call the attention of our organists 
and choirmasters to this notable musical composition. The words 
are by Dr. Paul Kretzmann. There are x number of beautiful Christ- 
1uits solos for soprano, for alto, for tenor, for base, and for baritone. 
Some parts may be used for a children’s chorus, some’ for a female 
chorus, and then there are beautiful melodies for an entire chorus. 
There are also two numbers for the whole congregation. Our old, 
never-to-be-forgotten Christmas hymns are utilized, but there are 
also interspersed some good selections from later composers. ‘The 
whole was set to music by Prof. Alb. Kaeppel, who is known for 
his knowledge and ability, for his resourcefulness, and for his skill 
in musical composition. We are confident that the organist who 
becomes acquainted with this cantata will always render selections 
from it at one of the many Christmas services. In conclusion, we 
evll attention to the publishers’ generous offer: — 


“To alford every interested choirmaster an opportunity to study 
this work leisurely with a view to adoption, we shall send choir- 
masters, orgunists, or pastors a sample copy at the special price 
of 75 cts., pustpaid, which price will be refunded (or credited, as 
the case may be) upon return pf the cantata within twenty-one 
days.” S. 


Wer sind und was wollen die Missourier? Von Pfarrer Gustav 
Rucmelin, Hausen am Bach bei Brettheim (Wuerttemberg). 
Zwickau, Sachsen. Verlag und Druck von Johannes Herr- 
mann, 1920. 25 pages, 444%7%4. Price, 15 ects. Order from 
Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 


Our European Free Church publication house here reprints an 
appreciation of the Missouri Synod by a German theologian who is 
nut himself a Missouri Synod man, but knows our principles, our 
work, and our history, and who desires to remove the prejudices 
which among the Lutherans of Germany stand in the way of an 
appreciation of our position in practise and doctrine. Pfarrer Rue- 
melin emphasizes our democratic form of church government, justi- 
fies us against the charge of legalism, and gives the statistics of our 
expansion together with a brief outline of our history from 1838 
to date. The sketch of the “Missourian” Free Church of Germany, 
though necessarily compressed, adds to the value of the little bro- 
chure. G. 


Parias. Ein Bild aus der Missionsarbeit in Indien von Ieinrich 
Stallaann, Missionar. Zwickau, Sachsen. Verlag und Druck 
von Johannes Herrmann. 29 pages, 544 x9. Price, 30 cts. 


These sketches of missionary work among the outcasts of India 
are replete with information regarding the activities of our work 
in that difficult field. ‘The little book reads like an extract from 
the author's diary, and such undoubtedly it is. Those who desire 
to obtain first-hand impressions of missionary work in India are 
directed to a reading of these interesting chapters. G. 


Der Ev.-Luth. Hausfreund. Kalender auf das Jahr 1921. Her- 
ausgegeben von O. H. Th. Willkomm. Siebenunddrcissigster 
Jahrgang. Zwickau, Sachsen. Verlag und Druck von Jo- 
hannes Ilerrmann. 77 pages, 834 5%. Price, 30 cts. 


This is the annual of our European Free Church for 1921. Be- 
sides the matter usually found in calendars it contains an article 
on “The Family as Guardian of Good Lubits,” a story of the Diet 
of Worms, the story of Baltic martyrs during the Bolshevik inva- 
sion of Riga, an article by Pastor Hagen, of Detroit, on his Euro- 


pean tour of 1919, and many short stories and pucms. G. 


Lutherhefte: Von der Freiheit eines Christenmenschen. Dritte 
Auflage. Zwickau, Sachsen. Verlag und Druck von Johannes 
Klerrmann. 32 pages, 5X74. Price, 10 ets. 


Appearing in the quadricentennial year of Luther’s tract on 
Freedom of a Christian Man (1520), this reprint of Luther’s famous 
discussion of essential Christianity comes very opportune. It is 
well printed on a fair quality of paper, and we wish it wide dis- 
semination both in Germany and among our own people. 


Zum 25jaehrigen Jubilaeum unserer Mission unter dem Ta- 
mulonvolke Ostindiens. Von MJissionar Dr. Heinrich Nau. 
Verlag und Druck von Johannes Herrmann. Zwickau, Sach- 
sen. 13 pages, 9x54. Price, 15 cts. 

A brief history of our missionary work in India, compiled from 
articles in Der Lutheraner and the 1920 report of our Foreign Mis- 

sion Board. G. 
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Ordinations and Installations. 


Ordained under authorization of the respective District 
Presidents: — 


On 9th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate P. Hilgcndorf in St. 
Paul's Church, Omaha, Nebr., by Pastor J. Hilgendori. 

On 10th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate F. W. Walther in Trin- 
ity Church, Egan Tp., Minn., by Pastor E. F. Walther. 
~~ On 11th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate Henry Mueller in St. 
Paul’s Church, Eden Valley, N. Y., by Pastor L. D. Zimmermann. 

On 12th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate 71. Kringel in Imman- 
uel Church, Milwaukee, Wis., by-Pastor C. F. Dietz, Sr. 

On 13th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate J. Woelfle in the church 
at Tavistock, Ont., Can., by Pastor R. Eifert. 
- On 14th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate A. Krentz in St. Paul’s 
Church, Cumberland, Wis., by Pastor H. H. Wegner. 

On 15th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate C. Ulbricht in the 
church at Fish Lake, Minn., by Pastor E. Ulbricht. 


Ordained and installed under authorization of the respec- 
tive District Presidents: — 


On 12th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate E. W. Frenk in the 
congregation near Bemidji, Minn., by Pastor H. A. Nuoffer. — Can- 
didate O. E. Schlecht in St. Paul’s Church, near Halliday, N. Dak., 
by Pastor F. W. Kaul. — Cundidate P. Kaujfcld as vicar in St. Luke's 
Church, Manhattan, Kans., by Pastor G. H. Hilmer. 

On 13th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate E. Eckhardt in the 

ngregation at Gering, Nebr., by Pastor W. Ludwig. — Candidate 
Wm. D. Kanning in St. Paul’s Church, Rost, Minn., by Pastor H. 
Meyer. — Candidate E. T. Bernthal in Epiphany Church, Detroit, 
Mich.. by Pastor C. J. Krahnke. — Candidate H. Fricke in the con- 
gregations at Conley, Chambers, and Holt Creek, Nebr., by Pastor 
W. Sprandel. — Candidate L. Theimer in the congregation at Apache, 
Okla., by Pastor W. H. Meyer. . 

On 4th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate C. E. Schneider in 
Trinity Church, Park Falls, Wis., by Pastor P. W. Hahn. — Can- 
didate W. F’. Preuss in Zion Church, Iona, Minn., by Pastor IF. Brasch. 
— Candidate W. H. Medler in the congregation at Canode, N. Mex., 
by Pastor O. P. Hinge. 


Installed under authorization of the respective District 
Presidents: — 


On 8th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. W. F. Hoffmann in the 
congregation at Escondido, Cal., by Pastor W. Schmoock. 

On 13th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. F. E. Gohlke in Zion 
Church, Town Maine, Wis., by Pastor G. C. Schroedel.— The Rev. 
P,. Fiess in St. James’s Church, Camp Chase, 0., by Pastor O. H. 
Linnemeier. — The Rev. R. Krenke in the congregation near Dayton, 
lowa, by Pastor C. H. Seltz. — The Rev. C. 1. Boye in Cross Church, 
Davenport, lowa, by Pastor H. Harms. 

On September 1: The Rev. A. BE. Kunzmann as professor of St. 
John’s College, Winfield, Kans., by Pastor R. Miessler. 

On 14th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. Ph. Ziemendorf in the 
congrceation at Millstadt, Ill., by Pastor P. N. Feddersen. — The 
Rtcv. W. H. Schulz in Immanuel Chureh, Harrold, S. Dak., by Pastor 
A. Hinners. — The Rev, A. G. Merkens in St. John’s Church, Scobey, 
Mont., by Pastor G. K. Heilman.— The Rev. O. HE. Feucht in St. 
Paul’s Church, Wartburg, Tenn., by Pastor K. Kretzschmar. — The 
Rev. O. C. Fedcke in St. John’s Church, Plummer, Minn., by Pastor 
P. J. Seltz. 

On 15th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. F. Wittmer in St. John’s 
Church, Pleasant Ridge, Il., by Prof. L. Fuerbringer.— The Rev. 
H. D. Mensing in First Ev. Luth. Church, Fort Smith, Ark., by Pas- 
tor A. Kuchnert. — Prof. Ad. Hacntzschel as Student Pastor at the 
University in Madison, Wis., by Pastor C. F. Martens. 


Installed as teachers of parochial schools: — 


On 1)th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate R. Arkebauer as 
teacher of the school of St. Paul’s Church, Haven, Kans., by Pastor 
C. Hafner. 

On 12th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate C. W. Schwich as 
teacher of the school of the congregation at Elgin, Minn., by Pastor 
C. A. Affeldt.— Candidate O. Kolb as teacher of the school of the 
congregation at Pueblo, Colo., by Pastor A. E. Brauer. — Teacher 
A. Th. Landsmann as teacher of the school of St. Paul’s Church, Ute, 
Jowa, by Pastor C. A. Krog.— 7'cacher H. BE. Koschmann as teacher 
of the school of Immanuel Church, Freeport, Ill., by Pastor L. Seidel. 
— Teacher H. Rahn as teacher of the school of the northern district 
of the congregation at Sauers, Ind., by Pastor ¥. W. Pohlmann. 

On 13th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate Wm. Buhrmester as 
teacher of the school of Trinity Church, Arenzville, Ill., by Pastor 
E. F. Tonn. — Candidate E. Jutzi as teacher of the school of St. Pe- 
ter’s Church, East St. Louis, Jll., by Pastor A. C. Bernthal. — Can- 
didate E. Brunn as teacher of the intermediate department of the 


St. John’s, Hooper, Nebr. 
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school of Tabor Church, Chicago, Ill., by Pastor A. D. Wangerin. — 
Candidate A. Hischke us teacher of the school of Trinity Church, 
near Vallonia, Ind., by Pastor J. G. Jeske. — Candidate EB. A. Buch- 
holz as teacher of the school of Christ Church, near Columbus, Nebr., 
by Pastor J. P. Kuehnert. — Candidate L. Fischer as teacher of the 
school of Immanuel Church, Cass Lake, Minn., by Pastor H. A. 
Nuoffer. — Candidate A. Kramer as teacher of the school of Trinity 
Church, Faribault, Minn., by Pastor H. Schulz. — Candidate I. C. 
Brase as teacher of the school of St. Paul’s Church, Perham, Minn., 
by Pastor A. IE. Agather, Jr.— Candidate G. Schlichting as teacher 
of the school of Trinity Church, Fort Morgan, Colo., by Pastor H. 
Heitfeld.— Teacher W. F. Wendling as teacher of the school of Im- 
manuel Chureh, Okawville, Ill, by Pastor J. Mueller.— Teacher Ed- 
wcard Bonnin as teacher of the school of Immanuel Church, Brown- 
ton, Minn., by Pastor H. Weerts.— Teacher G. P. Wolf as teacher 
of the out-of-town school of Immanuel Church, Columbus, Nebr., by 
Pastor H. Miessler. — Teacher K. Firnhaber as teacher of the school 
of Immanuel Church, Osmond, Nebr., by Pastor W. Brueggemann. © 





Corner-Stone Laying. 


The following congregations laid the corner-stone of a new 
chureh: — 


On 4th Sunday after Trinity: Trinity Church, Glendora, Mich. 

the Rev. A. Krug, pastor).— On 7th Sunday after Trinity: Trinity 

hurech, Reese, Mich. (the Rev. O. Rupprecht, pastor). — On 12th Sun- 

day after Trinity: Grace Church, near Stony Brook, Minn. (the Rev. 

P. Priess, pastor). —On 14th Sunday after ‘Trinity: St. Peter's 

Church, Chicago, Ill. (the Rev. F. P. Merbitz, pastor). — Mount Cal- 
vary Church, Calgary, Alta., Can. (the Rev. A. Bolter, pastor). 





Dedications. 


Dedicated to the service of God: — 


Churches. —On 7th Sunday after Trinity: The new church of 
St. John’s Congregation, Scoltsbluff, Nebr. (the Rev. A. Sacger, pas- 
tor).—On llth Sunday after Trinity: The new church of Emmaus 
Congregation, Buffalo, N. Y. (the Rev. E. E. Mueller, pastor). — On 
13th Sunday after Trinity: The new church of Trinity Congrega- 
tion, Portland, Oreg. (the Rev. J. A. Rimbach, pastor). — The new 
church of St. Peter’s Congregation, Oxbow, Sask., Can. (the Rev. W. 
Reitz, pastor). 

School.—On September 9: The renovated school of St. John’s 
Congregation, New Minden, Ill. (the Rev. E. Koestering, pastor). 





Anniversaries. 


The following churches celebrated anniversary: — 


_ On 7th Sunday after Trinity: St. John’s Church, Good Thunder, 
Minn. ae Rev. A. C. Bode, pastor); the 50th, simultancously with 
the 25th of the dedication of their church.—On 10th Sunday after 
Trinity: Immanuel Church, Landestreu, Sask., Can. (the Rev. C. 
Predoehl, pastor), the 25th.—On 11th Sunday after Trinity: Im- 
manuel Church, Recseville, Wis. (the Rev. F. W. Raetz, pastor), the 
25th.— On 13th Sunday after Trinity: Trinity Church, Chicago, Il. 
cae Rev. F. C. Israel, pastor), the 25th.— Trinity Church, Stcen, 

finn. (the Rev. Th. Gochle, pastor), the 25th. —On 12th Sunday . 
after Trinity: Immanuel Church, near Imperial, Nebr. (the Rev. H. , 
Werning, pastor), the 10th.of the dedication of their church. 





Mission-Festivals, 


_ On 7th Sunday after Trinity: St. Paul’s, Flavton, N. Dak. Of- 
fering, $74.05. — On 0th Sunday after Trinity: Zion, Lone Elm, Mo. 
Offering, $374.19. — On 10th Sunday after Trinity: Monte Vista and 
Alamosa, Colo. Offering, $190.02. — St. John’s, Nashville, Kans. Of- 
fering, $209.00. — On llth Sunday after Trinity: Trinity, Monterey, 
Minn. Offering, $93.21.—On 12th Sunday after Trinity: St. Paul’s, 
near Clayton, Ill. Offering, $140.80.— Immanuel, Colorado Springs, 
Colo. Offering, $245.00. — Berrien Springs, Niles, Mich. Offering, 
$107.50. — Christ, Remsen, Iowa. Offering, $381.65.— On 13th Sun- 
day after Trinity: St. Luke’s, Manito, 111. Offering, $271.61. — Our 
Redeemer, Indtanapolis, Ind. Offering, $138.69. — Trinity, Guymon, 
Okla. Offering, $135.00.— St. Luke’s, Hannastown, Pa. Offering, 
$140.38. — On 14th Sunday after Trinity: Emmaus, Dorsey; ll. Of- 
fering, $128.67.— Zion, Hastings, Nebr. Offering, $300.00. — Im- 
manuel, near Seward, Nebr. Offering, $244.40.—St. Paul’s, Optimo, 
N. Mex. Offering, $61.00.— Zion, Grover, Colo. Offering, $30.00. — 
; Offering, $121.85. — Immanuel, Arcadia, 
Ind. Offering, $220.67. — St. John’s, Secor, Ill. Offering, $515.00. — 
Burr Oak, Mich. Offering, $121.85.— Colon, Mich. Offering, $59.50. 
— Sherman, Mich. Offering, $65.10.—On 16th Sunday after Trin- 
ity: Immanuel, Kansas City, Mo. Offering, $476.09. — Trinity, Oedar- 
Rapids, lowa. Offering, $430.00. 
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Conferences. 


The Northern Park Region Conference will meet, D. v., October 
5 and 6 in Rev. M. Hauser’s congregation at Warren, Minn. Papers 
by the Revs. W. Kampschmidt, P. Seltz, 1. Klinkenberg, E. Kreidt, 
M. Hauser. Confessional address: Rev. O. Brauer (Rev. F. Janzow). 
Sermon: Rev. E. Kreidt (Rev. Mayer). DP. J. SeLtz, Sec. 

The Baltimore District Conference will meet, D. v., October 5 to 7 
in Bethlehem Chureh, Baltimore, Md. (the Rev. George Spilman, 
pastor). Sermon: Rev. C. Goette (Rev. E. Polzin). Those wishing 
to uttend will please notify Rev. George Spilman, 2214 E. Oliver St., 
Baltimore, Md. Isp. ENGELBERT, Sce. 

The Conference of Southwestern Nebraska will meet, D. v., Octo- 
ber 5 to 7 in Zion Church, Hastings, Nebr. (the Rev. O. E. Heilman, 
pastor). Confessional address: Pastors Robbert, A. Wegener, Heil- 
man. Sermon: Pastors Werning, Becker, Moellering. The brethren 
will not delay announcing! G. VIEHWEG, Sce. 

The Topeka Local Conference will convene, D. v., October 8 to 11 
in Rey. A. Schmid’s congregation at Ellsworth, Kans. Several papers 
will be read and a portion of Dr. Pieper’s Duginatics discussed. Con- 
fessional address: Rey. Fr. Drocgemueller (Kev. F. A. Fischer). Ser- 
mon: Rev. Wm. Meyer (Rev. P. D. Mueller). Announcement shoul 
be made to Rev. Adolf Schmid, R. 1, Ellsworth, Kans, 

. G. H. Hitmer, See. 

The Litchfield Pastoral Conference will meet, D.v., October 12 
and 13 at Carlinville, Ill. LEssayists: Pastors Kothe, Jahn, Klein, 
H. Hansen, P. Hansen, Herrmann, and Bruegmann. Confessional 
address: Pastor Theo. Iben (Pastor Herrmann). Sermon: Pastor 
P. Hansen (Pastor Jahn). Please notify the. resident pastor in due 
time whether you will or will not attend. A. PENNEKAMP, Sec. 

The Vermilion Local Conference will convene, D. v., October 19 
and 20 at White Lake, S. Dak. (the Rev. Aug. Oberhceu, pastor). Con- 
fessional address: Rev. G. Troemel (Rev. M. Keller). ’ Sermon: Rev. 
G. Schaefer (Rev. J. Steinmeyer). Vreviously assigned papers by the 
Revs. Keller, Steinmeyer, Aug. Oberheu, Sauer, Jehn, and Bruer; 
a new one by the undersigned. The brethren are kindly requested 
to announce their intention of presence or absence to the resident 
pastor, so that unnecessary trips to depot will not be made. 

A. FENNER, Sec. 

The Southern Park Region Local Conference will meet, D. v., 
October 19 to 21 near Fergus Falls (R. 5) Minn. (the Rev. J. Gra- 
barkewitz, pastor). Papers by the Revs. H. Nauss, Storm, Klammer, 
Rev. P. Gierke (Rev. 
All are kindly 


Rhode, and Kochler. Confessional address: 
Goetsch), Sermon: Rev. Klammer (Rev. Koeller). 


asked to inform the pastor loci whether or not they expect to attend. , 


_ W.L. Hass, See. 

The Northeastern Nebraska Conference will meet, D.v., October 
25 to 27 (noon till noon) in Beemer, Nebr. Confessional address: 
Revs. Gerdes, Grosse. Sermon: Revs. Lange, Leimer. Please notify 
Rev. W. Oetting, Beemer, Nebr. W. E. Haras, Sce. 

The Southeastcrn Minnesota Local Conference will meet, D. v., 
October 26 and 27 in Town Lincoln, Minn. Members will be met at 
Zumbro Falls on Monday evening. ‘Train leaves Faribault at 5.30, 
Kenyon at 6.13, Zumbrota at 7 p.s. Those coming by way of Lake 
City will please notify Rev. Rolf on what train they expect to come. 
Confessional address: Rev. O. Schultz (Rev. Ude). Sermon:: Rev. 
G. Drews (Rev. G. Ferber). O. C. ScuuLtz, Sec. 

The Southern Pastoral Conference of Northern L[llinots will meet, 
D.v., November 16 to 18 in Rev. J. H. H. Schulz’s congregation in 
Orland, Il. Essayisis: Pastors P. Engelbert, J. H. Mueller, J. C. 
Horsch, B. Hintz, W. C. A. Martens. Confessional address: Pastor 
Tr. Thieme (Pastor A. H. Teyler). Sermon: Pastor R. Geffert 
(Pastor A. C. C. Meyer). ‘he most convenient train leaves Chicago 
via the Wabash, Dearborn Sta., S a. M.; train from the south leaves 
New Lenox 10.35 a.M. In notifying the resident pastor, please state 
whether you want night-lodgings or merely a place for dinner. 

W. J. Kem nirz, Sec. 


District President Appointment. 


For the visitorship of the New Jersey circuit, made vacant by 
the resignation of Pastor F. Ottmann, due to ill health, Pastor Theo. 
S. Keyl, of Newark, N. J., has been appointed. 

Boston, Mass., September 13, 1920. H. BrrKNER, 

President of Atlantio District. 


Result of Election. 


The Rev. H. Rippe has been elected to the chair of Mathematics 
and Science at the Concordia Institute, Bronxville, N. Y. 
Bronxville, N. Y., September 15, 1920. 
Otto Srexer, Secrotary of Board. 





Notice. 


Any one knowing of Lutherans residing in or about Hutchinson, 
Kans., is requested to kindly send names and addresses to 
Rev. Geo. Kertner, Box 121, Durham, Kans. 
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Removal of St. Paul’s College, Concordia, Mo. 


During the recent session of Synod at Detroit, Mich., a resolu- 
tion was passed to remove St. Paul’s College at Concordia, Mo., to 
a more favurable location in respect to sanitary conditions, railroad 
facilities, and acquisition of necessary real estate. The committee 
appointed by President Pfotenhauer to find such a place has now 
completed its preliminary work, and is ready to receive written 
propositions and inducements from individuals, local congregations, 
and other organizations that would like to provide a more suitable 
home for this institution in the future. All such propositions 
should be sent befure December 15, 1920, in order that the com- 
mittee may proceed with its work. 


Staplehurst, Nebr., September 6, 1920. H. HILusfann, Sec. 


The Urgent Needs of Our Negro Mission. 


The Negro Mission, your mission, dear Lutheran Christian, is 
in need, in need of funds,—in great need. The treasury is in debt. 
The debt is alarmingly increasing. No funds are available to pay it, 
nor to defray current expenses. 

This debt is not caused by any extravagance of the Mission Board 
nor by the laborers in the field. It is caused rather by decreased 
contributions in proportion to the necessary increased expenditures 
for additional laborers, and salaries, and for the erection of inex- 
pensive chapels and parsonages. 

How are these urgent needs to be met? How are the debts to be 
liquidated? By. borrowing, repeatedly borrowing money at a high 
rate of interest? Are we to conduct the work of the Savior, the 
work of soul-saving, with borrowed money? 

By no means! When the Church or a department of the same 
is in need of funds, it appeals for help to its members, to the citizen- 
ship of the kingdom of God, to those whom the Lord has commanded 
to spread the saving Gospel of Christ and to advance His kingdom. 

Lhe Synodical Conference, which convened at Milwaukee during 
August this year, recognized the fact that more interest must be 
ercated and more funds provided if the saving work among the Ne- 
groes, which the Lord has so signally blest, is not to suffer. To 
this end it created a new office, that of Publicity Scerctary, and 
elected the writer to that office. His duties, as outlined, are to 
make the Negro Mission better known among the Lutherans of the 
Synodical Conference, to arouse more interest in it, and to gather 
funds for the same. 

We confidently appeal to the generosity of the Lutheran Chris- 


‘ 


tians, which has never failed us, and ask every congregation to lift 
an extra large collection at its earliest convenience in order that 
the pressing debts may be liquidated and the mission may again be 
placed on a cash-paying basis. 

May the Lord bestow upon this appeal His divine favor, and 
bless the givers and the gifts to the glory of His name and the sal- 
vation of the Negroes. N. J. BAKKE. 








‘ 


Treasurers’ Reports. 


ENGLISH DISTRICT. 


Mission. — Congregations: Our Redcemer, Indianapolis, $65.00; 
Emmanuel, Conway, Mo., 40.00; Layton Park, Milwaukee, 150.00; 
Redeemer, Detroit, 68.33; Bethlehem, Roslindale, Boston, 65.00; Trin- 
ity, East St. Louis, 16.67; Our Savior, Brooklyn, 41.53; Mount Olive, 
Minneapolis, 29.21; Emmanuel, Catawba Co., N.C., 16.50; Bethany, 
Chicago, 50.00. Sunday-schools: Pilgrim, St. Louis, 17.20 and 11.73; 
Iroquois Ave. Christ Church, Detroit, 35.00. — Total, $600.17. 

Synodical Treasury. — Congregations: Our Redeemer, Indianapo- 
lis, $20.00; Emmanuel, Conway, Mo., 11.60; Layton Park, Milwau- 
kee, 25.00; St.-Stephen’s, Catawba Co., N.C., 8.35; Trinity, East St. 
Louis, 12.50; Our Savior, Cincinnati, 29.00, and from Ladies’ Mis- 
sion Socicty, 25.00; Our Redeemer, Chicago, 20.00; Our Savior, 
Brooklyn, 6.65. Rev. O. W. H. Lindemeyer, St. Louis, 10.00. — Total, 
$175.26. 

Synodical Building Fund. — Congregations: Emmanuel, Conway, 
Mo., $2.50; Trinity, East St. Louis, 8.34. — Total, $10.84. 

Church Extension Fund.— Congregations: Emmanuel, Conway, 
Mo., $5.00;. Layton Park, Milwaukee, 10.00; Our Savior, Brooklyn, 
3.32. Sunday-school, Pilgrim Church, St. Louis, 10.00. — Total, 
$28.32. 

Board of Support. — Congregations: Layton Park, Milwaukee, 
$15.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 5.83; Our Redeemer, Brooklyn, 3.32. 
— Total, $24.15. 

Mission in Brazil. — Church of Our Redeemer, Indianapolis, 
$10.00. 

Mission in Cuba.— Sunday-school, Pilgrim Church, St. Louis, 
$10.00. 

Deaf-mute Mission. — Church of Our Redcemer, Indianapolis, 
$3.69. Sunday-school, Church of Our Redeemer, St. Louis, 25.00. — 
Total, $28.69. 

Foreign Mission. — Congregations: Our Redeemer, Indianapolis, 
$10.00; Emmanuel, Conway, Mo., 5.00; Layton Park, Milwaukee, 
50.00. Ladies’ Aid Society, Church of Our Savior, Perth Amboy, N. J. 
27.00. — 7'vtal, $92.00. 
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Gencral Home Mission. — Congregations: Our Redeemer, Indian- 
upolis, $25.00; Emmanuel, Conway, Mo., 2.50; Bethany, Chicago, 6.26. 
Zvtaul, $33.76. 

Afission among Indians. — Congregations: Our Redeemer, Indian- 
apolis, $5.00; Layton Park, Milwaukee, 25.00; Our Savior, Cincin- 
nati, 5.21.— Total, $35.2). 

Vegro Mission. — Congregations: Our Redeemer, Indianapolis, 
$10.00; Layton Park, Milwaukee, 25.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 2.50. 
Total, $37.50. 

Luthcran Orphan Home, Des Peres, Mo. — Ladies’ Aid Sucicty, 
Pilgrim Chureh, St. Louis, $10.00. ; 

Walther League Wheat Ridge Sanitarium Dollar Collection. — 
Young People’s Society, Church of Our Redeemer, St. Louis, $38.00. 

City Mission Social Worker, St. Louis, Mfo. — Ladics’ Aid Society, 
Grace Church, St. Louis, $3.00. 

City Mission, Chicago, Jil.— Bethany Church, Chicago, $25,00. 

American Lutheran Board for Relief in Europe. — Rev. O. W. H. 
Lindemeyer, St. Louis, $5.00. 

Concordia Orphan Home, Mariwood, Pa. — Trinity Church, Swiss- 
vale, Pa., $20.00. 

Hume for Feeble-minded and Epilcptics in Watertown, Wis. — 
Church of Our Savior, Cincinnati, $55.00, and from the Bible Class, 
20.00. — Total, $75.00. 

L.L. L. Endowment Fund. — J. T. Sindlinger, Gordonsville, Va., 
through Rey. O. W. H. Lindemeyer, $10.00. 

Indigent Students. — Congregations: Trinity, East’ St. Louis, 
$1.17; Mount Olive, Minneapolis, 25.00. Ladies’ Aid Society, Hope 
Church, Chicago, 10.00.— Total, $39.17. 

Granp Tota: $1,357.07. 

September 20, 1920. Cuas. H. DETTE, T'reas., 

3935 Greer Ave. St. Louis, Mo. 


CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the California and Nevada District 
during August, 1920: — 

Synodical Treasury, $94.00; Synodical Building Fund, 56.40; 
Missions (General), 37.60; Board of Support, 131.60; Missions (Va- 
rious), 94.00; District Mission, 996.45; California Concordia College, 
338.45; District Synodical Treasury, 37.60; Indigent Students, 94.00; 
Miscellaneous, 432.16. — Total, $2,312.26. C. CLAUSSEN, 7'rcas. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Central Illinois District during 


' August, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $271.08; Synodical Building Fund, 331.87; 
Missions, 993.58; Miscellaneous, 1,741.41. — Z'ofal, $3,337.04. 
E. C. Beck, Treas. 


MICHIGAN DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Michigan District during August, 
1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $613.28; Synodical Building Fund, 492.42; 
Missions, 10,021.53; Miscellaneous, 4,469.28.— Total, $15,596.51. 
G. WENDT, 7'rcas. 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Northern Illinois District dur- 
ing August, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $432.57; Synodical Building Fund, 253.90; 
Missions, 5,408.88; Miscellancous, 3,251.94. — Jotal, $9,347.29. 
R. Demske, Fin. See. 





Change of Addresses. 


Rey. C. F. Dankworth, 916 Vanderburg Pl., Port Huron, Mich. 
Rey. E. Eckhardt, Jr., Geringg Nebr. 

Rev. P. C. Engelbert, 212 Peckham St., Buffalo, N. Y. 

Rey. A. G. Felner, 487 Riverton Ave., Winnipeg, Man., Can. 
Rey. O. E. Feucht, Wartburg, Tenn. 

Rev. i. W. Frenk, 1300 Beltrami Ave., Bemidji, Minn. 
Rev. H. C. Fricke. Box 30, Chambers, Nebr. 

Rev. W. Gahl, 1248 S. Harding Ave., Chicago, Ill. 

. H. Gassner, Kress, Tex. 

. G. Gerth, Riverdale, Nebr. 

. Griesse, Royal, lowa. 

. C. Grueber, Holstein, Nebr. 

. Naentzschel, 935 E. Gorham St., Madison, Wis. 

. M. Hansen, Lutherville, Ark. 

. C. Hassold, 2619 E. 76th St., Chicago, Tl. 

. R. Heinitz, Red Cloud, Nebr. 

Rev. W. F. Henkel, 216 W. Maple Ave., Van Wert, O. 

Rev. A. W. J. Herbert, 654 54th St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Rev. W. Herrling, ¢. 0. St. Paul’s College, Concordia, Mo. 
Rey. G. H. Koch, Galva, Jowa. 

Rev. F. Koenig, 3928 N. 20th St., St. Louis, Mo. 

Prof. A. E. Kunzmann, 1301 FE. Sixth Ave., Winfield, Kans, 
Rev. R. Lammers, 504 S. Fifth St, Raton, N. Mex. 

Rev. H. D. Mensing, 1120 N. St, Fort Smith, Ark. 





. CHANGE OF ADDRESS \s sceured by g 
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Prof. A. W. Meyer, 1320 E. Seventh Ave., Winfield, Kans. 
Rev. E. C. i. Pautsech, 200 Cole St., East Peoria, 1. 

Rev. A. Pera, Stanley, N. Dak. 

Rev. H. W. Petersen, 109 Judge St., Elmhurst, N. Y. 

Rev. W. Preuss, R. 4, Slayton, Minn. : 
Rev. A. Puscheck, Melville, Sask., Can. 

Rev. G. A. Schimmel, Strasburg, II. 

Rev.. E. Sprengeler, R. 3, Arlington, Minn. 


Rev. D. Stemmermann, P. em., Rumona, Kans. 
Rey. C, Ulbricht, Ferintosh, Alta., Can. 
Rev. G. F. Wanverin, er. m., 51474 North Market St., 


St. Louis, Mo. 
Rey. J. M. Weidenschilling, R. 1, Guide Rock, Nebr. 
Rey. F. Wittmer, R. 2, Collinsville, 111. 
Rey. J. Woelfle, Y. M. C. A. Bldg., Fort William, Ont., Can. 
Rev. L. M. Zehner, Ridgeville Corners, O. 
Rev. F. R. Zucker, Concordia College, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
L. G. Beinke, 4205 Woodbridge Ave., S. W., Cleveland, O. 
H. I. Bode, 10-4 E. Empire St.,.Freeport, Ill. 
H. Brase, Perham, Minn. 
W. P. Braun, Arcadia, Mich. 
A. C. Brisky, 2065 E. 59th St., Cleveland, O. 
E. H. Brunn, 4512 Drake Ave., Chicago, III. 
M. J. S. Burkhardt, Box 20, Terra Bella, Cal. 
A. L. Engelhardt, Fisherville, Ont., Can. 
R. G. Ernst, 3231 Walton Ave. Cleveland, O. 
Kk. F. Firnhaber, Box 494, Osmond, Nebr. 
L. Fischer, Cass Lake, Minn. 
J. L. Gundermann, Westcliife, Colo. 
E. O. Haase, 342 S. Ninth St., Saginaw, Mich. 
A. J. Hisehke, Vallonia, Ind. 
A. Hitzemann, Area, I]. 
W. G. Homeier, Long Prairie, Minn. 
G. Keller, 1009 Oakley St., Evansville, Ind. 
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the young people with the Church. All their other purposes are 
subservient to this. In a bulletin in which they explain the 
‘ten objects of the Walther League, they expressly say: “Let it 
be emphasized that the objects of the Walther League are occu- 
pied with the spiritual welfare of our young people.” This is 


the right note, and we are glad to be able to say that the . 


Walther League has lived up to this principle. — 

The very vivacity of our dear young people is apt to cause 
them to neglect their spiritual needs. The importance of their 
business or professional career presses upon their minds; the 
question of companionship is also an urgent one. And then, 
their immature philosophies and their inexperience with un- 
satisfactory theories trouble many young people; their advance- 
ment and the questions of their own health are apt to occupy 
much of their attention. All this tends to crowd their soul’s 
welfare to the background. Amid the deafening noise of the 
world, so new to them, they are apt to miss the point of our 
Lord’s great question: “For what is a man profited if he shall 
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?” Matt. 16, 26. 

And now it is a peculiar characteristic of many young 
people that they heed the opinions of their young friends more 
than the advice of their elders. What a blessing, therefore, to 
have young friends who themselves seck first the kingdom of 
God and also encourage others to do likewise! These young 
seekers of the kingdom of God are the proper companions for 
our adolescent youth. 

The Walther League has done much good also in distribut- 
ing Christian literature and in raising money for charity and 
for missions. During the war its activity and accomplishments 
in this department of church-work were altogether very praise- 
worthy. But its chief mérit is this that it actually fosters love 
for the Church of Jesus Christ and devotion to His truth. At 
one time the League was an experiment and was watched with 
interest, if not with some misgiving, but that day is passed. 
The Walther League has made good and: deserves confidence.. 

S. 

Echoes of Our Work in Camp.— This is the way the story 
was told by a young man who had served his time in Camp until 
the armistice was declared. His father and I were discussing 
the strange messages which are heard from many so-called 


Christian pulpits to-day, and one of us remarked: “After all, 


it is not discussions of politics and social reform that the 


American churchgoer wants to hear from the pulpit; what he’ 


wants is the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and whenever he hears it, 
he is grateful.” “There you said something!” the young man 
remarked. and then he told his story: — 

“Tn our camp the Lutheran camp pastor had been given the 
most unfavorable hours of the day for his Sunday-services, nine 
in the morning, when the boys were not ready to attend services, 
and five in the afternoon, when they were visiting inside the 
camp and out. ‘I’m sorry,’ the director of religious work had 
told him, ‘but these are the best hours I can give you; you will 
find it hard to get a crowd.’ I was present when the first service 
was held in one of the ‘Y’ huts. Such Lutheran boys as he could 
reach by postal the Missouri camp pastor had notified of the 
service, and they came. They came four, five, and six miles, 
and were there at nine o’clock. Surprise number one for the 
Y.M.C. A. man. And they listened, and sang as only Lutheran 
young men can sing. ‘The men at the writing-desks stopped in 
the midst of their letters, and looked up, and listened. Then 
they began to crowd in at the doors, and when the sermon was 
over, the hut was filled. In the afternoon, the same story at the 
other hut. And thereafter every Sunday every service was 
crowded. Those boys appreciated what was done for them, they 
were sick of moral lectures and strings of anecdotes. At one 


of the huts the ‘Y’ man had told our camp pastor: ‘You can’t 
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- our services and those of other denomina 


expect much of a crowd at the services; better tell them some 
funny stories, liven them up, make ’em laugh; they want to 


. . . 5 e E 
32 ‘N e? our pastor said 
be cheered up, those boys. Nothing doing, pe : 


‘J will preach the plain Gospel of Jesus Christ, whether few 


are 
come to hear me, or many; T have only one commission. And 


when the ‘Y? men saw the difference 1n the attendance between 
tions, they would shake 


and again I heard them say to Pastor X, 
achers that do not 
ly making a mis- - 


their heads, and time 
‘Tell me; how do you do it?? No, the pre 
preach the old-fashioned doctrine are certain 


take. I know it. I’ve been there.” 
All of which merely is an echo of the experiences of our 


camp pastors throughout the duration of the war. It is not too 
much to say that the work of our pastors was a revelation to 
the religious workers in the various camps. Tt was always that 


‘ puzzled exclamation, “How do you do it?” Here was a Jewish 


boy, lying in the throes of death, calling for the camp pastor 
that had spoken to him during the day, calling for him in the 
small hours of the morning, drinking in the precious promises 
of the Gospel, and dying in peace when daybreak came, — 
“Wonderful, wonderful! Tve never seen anything like it. How 
do you do it?” A camp pastor passing a group of officers at 
a camp-fire in a dark night; he stops for a moment to discuss the 
statistics of the “flu” epidemic; he speaks a few serious words; 
he is asked to go on; and in the red flicker of the dying camp- 
fire he speaks to these young men, speaks “Like a dying man to 
dying men,” and sees the tears coursing down their cheeks as 
he turns to go, each pressing his hand fervently as he enters 
his Ford, — and the next day that same question of the director 
of Protestant work, who heard the story, “Man, tell me, how do 
you do it?!” ) 

We could fill this column and the next with similar inci- 
dents; they all came back to us when the young man spoke up 
and remarked: “There you’ve said something. It’s the old 
Gospel the people want.” 

We believe that our “boys” of 1917 and 1918 have not for- 
gotten what their Synod did for them in camp and training- 
school. We believe that when the call comes to them to support the 
Church which stood by them in their hour of testing, they will 
ever respond whole-heartedly. But we love to think also of those 
many thousands of strangers, non-Lutherans, who sat back in 
some hut, drinking in with wonder-widened eyes the glorious 
message of salvation through the redeeming sacrifice on Cal- 
vary; who thereafter were strengthened in temptations through 
the Word that had been spoken, and who, many a one, in the 
accession of terror which came to the bravest as he was ordered 
into No Man’s Land, laid hold on the promises of the Gospel 
and, as the fatal shell burst overhead, commended his spirit into 
the hands of a merciful God. What are all the millions our 
people gave in one form or another for the work of our Church 
during the war compared with such fruits of Gospel-preaching? 

As this awful war is becoming a memory, let us not forget 
the account which our pastors, detailed for camp and chaplain 
work, gave of themselves under the most difficult, trying, dis- 
heartening circumstances; and let us not forget, in times of | 
peace, that there is indeed nothing in our work that is so certain 
to bring lasting, blessed results as the preaching of Gospel fun- 
damentals, the message of pardon and grace, set forth in all its 
wondrous simplicity. Oh, brother, what an opportunity is ours! 

The Catechumens and the Pastor. — Thousands a 
children will again attend the religious instructi ste ain 

k : uctions which our. 

La ig rive to those young Christians who wish to prepare them- 
Sin giving id imma cats be Se area on th 
roan Wtocalle She eft 4 - vion is an excellent custom of 
gree that through these instructions rivers 





: 
| 


312 


. of his congregation. He would call at his farmers, and, as a 


rule, would commence the proceedings — this was expected — 
with a general pastoral conversation, conducted in the farmyard 


with the head of the household. Pretty soon the parishioner, 


would say, “Nun, kommen. Sie mal,” and would retire with the 
pastor into the shadow of a barn. The transaction was always 

“in cash, and the amounts were never published. Crude? — yes. 
Still this pastor had a good living, supported four or five sons 
with ease at college, and in his old age had savings which suf- 
ficed for his simple wants. Our pioneer pastors were not all 
starved, though the systems of collection were of the simplest; 
the people loved their shepherds and kept them, in many cases, 
in comfortable circumstances. 

But we do not speak for a return to the old methods of 
collections. For one thing, even where they sufficed for con- 
gregational needs, it must be admitted that the work of the 
Synod at Jarge suffered under the lack of system in raising 
moneys, and the improvement in this respect has only come in 
recent years, and almost invariably through the introduction of 
the duplex envelope. But this system, too, fails to produce 
adequate results where the budget feature is lacking. By 
adequate results we mean proportionate giving, each member 
contributing according to his or her means. This is attained 
only through the annual canvass: based on a congregational 
budget. To illustrate. Before us lies a letter addressed by a 
congregational committee to the membership of a Central Dis- 
trict congregation. The salient portion is the following table: — 


“sasuadza 
SNOMDA PaDar 

fiod prnoar 
UiDa nol OOIS 


Asana Jo 2n0 a 


What we ask 
for 1920. 
$ 27.50 per week 
27.50 per week 
27.50 per week 
27.50 per week 
17.50 per week 


Expense 
To: — in 1919. 
, pastor, salary..... $ 22.11 per week 
, teacher, salary.... 20.19 per week 
, teacher, salary.... 19.23 per week 
, teacher, salary.... 19.23 per week 
Custodian, salary 15.00 per week 
Students’ Fund (helping 
indigent students).... 
Maintenance Fund of Con- 
gregation (for coal, elec- 
tricity, gas, water, tele- 
phone, repairs, interest, 
insurance, etc., etc.) ...1200.00 per year 
Charity (for the local poor, 
Wheat Ridge Sanita- 
rium, Deaf-and-dumb 
Institute at Detroit, In- 
stitute for Epileptics at 
Watertown, Wis., etc.). 
Synodical Fund (paying 
professors’ and instruc- 
tors’ salaries at our col- 
leges and seminaries, 
and keeping these insti- 
tutions in repair) ..... 
Synodical Building Fund 
(for purchase of real es- 
tate or erection of sy- 
nodical colleges and new 
additions) 
Missions (supporting dis- 
abled ministers and 
teachers and their or- 
phaned families, and 
for salaries and ex- 
penses of missionaries 
among Negroes, Chi- 
nese, Flindoos, Indians, 
South Americans, and 
unchurched ) 1614 


It will be seen that a budget of this kind is serviccable not 
only in Jarge, but even in the smallest congregations, and the 
results cannot be otherwise than productive of more adequate 
giving for local and synodica] purposes. The local needs are 
easily ascertainable by each congregation. As for the synodical 
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100.00 per year 250.00 per year 


1570.00 per year _—_—.30 


350.00 peryear 350.00 peryear .07 


200.00 peryear 250.00 per year 


125.00 per year .021% 


100.00 per year 


700.00 per year 825.00 per year 
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budget, a Financial Secretary has now been appointed according 
to resolution of Synod, and his duty will be to submit to the 
congregations a budget each year prior to December 1, showing 
the needs of Synod and her work for the ensuing twelvemonth. 
A necessary part of the system is that each congregation treat 
the contributions for synodical purposes as part of its own 
budget, acting on the principle that the work of Synod 18 
nothing else than the work of Synod’s congregations. It is to 
be hoped that the plan for systematizing our finances adopted 
on motion of our laymen at Detroit will receive the support of 
our congregations everywhere. The plan involves no limitation 
of congregational or individual rights, and points the way ‘to 
a gradual education of all our pedple towards adequate financial 
support of the various departments of synodical work. G. 

The Struggle within the United Lutheran Church. —It 
will be two years in November that the General Council, the 
General Synod, and the United Synod in the South merged 
into one body which adopted the name “The United Lutheran 
Church in America.” ‘While the major bodies were merged into 
one organization, various districts of the General Council have 
to this day preferred to maintain a separate existence, inasmuch 
as they refuse to become merged with former General Synod 
districts occupying the same territory. Thus, in the State of 
New York, there exist to-day, within the Merger, three separate 
synods, overlapping in territory, and in the State of Ohio there 
are four bodies, three of them limited to various areas and one 
covering the entire State. The reason for this condition is the 
un-Lutheran attitude which former General Synod pastors and 
congregations maintain over against the lodge question. (The 
Inutheran, 1919, p. 515.) We are reliably informed that the 
reason why the old New York Ministerium (General Council) 
opposes union with the other two bodies (occupying the same 
field), is “the conviction that its stand against lodgery, hitherto 
quite unbroken as far as its clerical membership is concerned, 
will be untenable in the new body.” The other two bodies con- 
tain a strong element which desires “the complete opening of 
the bars to lodgery,” so that also pastors can join the lodge. 
The issue of this struggle will be watched with apprehensive 
interest. aor 
The other question which has so far prevented the Merger 
from becoming a truly “United” church, is the relation of Lu- 
therans to the Reformed Churches. There was in the old Gen- 
eral Synod (and to a less extent also in the General Council) a 
strong Reformed leaven, pastors and congregations who held 
fraternal relations to the Reformed locally, and who cooperated 
in the various sectarian movements. Their attitude has not 
changed since the bodies were merged. Union services with 
Baptists, Methodists, Episcopalians, Presbyterians, and other 
Reformed denominations are still very frequent, and often 
preachers of these bodies occupy pulpits in the Merger churches. 
The strength of these merely nominal Lutherans in the United 
Lutheran Church 1s so great that Dr. Haas wrote in the Lutheran 
Church Review, January, 1919: “Certain movements threaten 
I sutheranism from within on the part of those who from a mis- 
taken liberality and an ignorant superficiality seem to be willing 
to take positions that endanger the real genius of Lutheranism.” 
The unionistic faction in the Merger was powerful enough to 
exclude from the constitution a restatement of the Galesburg 
Rule which demands “Lutheran pulpits for Lutheran pastors 
only, Lutheran altars for Lutheran communicants only.” There 
is nothing in the constitution which definitely and specificall 
demands that adherence to the Lutheran confessio : 

con ; : ns shall be a 
condition of fellowship, of joint worship and work. 

There are indications of a fo 


. rthcomin . 
issue at the convention of the Un & Struggle on this 


ited . Lutheran Church next 
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The Bible and the Penknife. He was master, and no other! 
He was king upon his throne! 


In the days of Jeremiah, Let his princes thus be counseled 


When he lay apna his cell, ' j By Jehoiakim alone! 
And his people’s ways were evil, , ‘ * * 
Far too evil here to tell, —_ On the fields the sun was burnin 
God’s own prophet spoke to Baruch: Down upon his haughty head, ‘ 
é e : a * 
‘Write these words into the scroll ; And the night-winds spread the message, 
That my people may receive them : ‘King Jehoiakim is dead!” 
As a warning to their soul. 
It may be that they will listen But God’s prophet, Jeremiah, 
And implore the Lord in prayer Wrote another scroll that day; 
To forgive them and restore them And though many kings have perished, 
To His kindness and His care.” That Word has not passed away! 
And the scribe of Jeremiah — : There so many aa ae tamper 
_ With his precious burden trod In their own conceit, forsooth, 
, In the courtway of the Temple With the warnings of the Bible 
To proclaim the Word of God. And its saving Gospel-truth. 
, Then he read it ” the ae Some prefer to use the penknife, 
Read the words into their ears, Call it pride, or what you may; 
. And they trembled for the writer, Others look for “revelations 
2 And they told him of their fears. ' Of the new, progressive way,” 


Liquid, vibrant, “scientific,” 
“Better than the sacred scroll,” 
All the “larger hope” revealing 
Of the “free, unfettered soul”! 
How these vital spirit-voices 
“OQomfort all the weak and frail’! 
Sin is but a “stumble upward” 
To the realm beyond the veil! 
“Death is just a mere delusion!” 


And the king sat in his palace 
Near the hearth, for it was cold. 
And the fire was burning brightly, 
When the news to him was told. 
Haughtily the king commanded 
That the scroll be brought to him, 
And his scribe, the great Jehudi, 
Brought it to Jehoiakim. 


Hardly had the reading started, ‘Hell is gone with all its shame!” — 
When the king, in rage and ire, Well we know their gloomy purpose, 
Drew his penknife, slashed the pages, Tis to hush the Savior’s name. 

And consigned them to the fire. But the fires which these men kindle 
What a smile of satisfaction Cannot touch God’s Holy Page; 

O’er his sullen features stole, They are but the devil’s madmen, 
As he watched the fire consuming Howsoe’er they rant and rage. 

All the pages of the scroll! . God will prove the Holy Scriptures, 


Prove each word with glorious might; 
And no prophet should presume Unbelief has naught but darkness, 


To restrict his royal pleasure Faith — an everlasting light. 
Or transform his joy to gloom! Sheboygan, Wis. W. M. Czascansge. 


He would brook no interference, 
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‘“‘Thou Shalt Honor Thy Father and Thy 
| Mother.’’ 





Words of Luther for Our Own Day. Translated for the 
“Lutheran Witness” by the Rev. Prof. Th. Engelder, 
Springfield, Il. 

Learn, then, in the first place, what honoring father and 
mother means. You are here commanded to revere them 
above all other creatures and to hold them dear as the greatest 
treasure on earth. When you address them, be modest and 
respectful; do not fly at them nor shrick and yell at them; 
defer to them and hold your peace even when they are too 
hard on you. In respect to deeds, honor them by devoting 
yourself and all your goods to their service, by providing 
for them and relieving their wants in old age, sickness, feeble- 
ness, and poverty; all this to be done not only gladly, but 
also humbly and reverently, as belonging to the service of God. 

In the second place, learn to know what a precious thing, 
what a holy task is here placed before the child. What a pity 
that men so utierly disregard this matter, refusing to sec 
that God has commanded it and that it is a holy, divine 
word and duty! If men had viewed it in this light, they 
would have regarded those people as the true saints who live 
according to this commandment, the monkish rule and the 
spiritual orders would not have arisen, every child keeping 
this commandment would have a good conscience before God 
and be in a position to declare: Bound to perform good and 
holy works, I know of none better than honoring and obeying 
my parents, for God Himself has enjoined that. Is not this 
better than all the sanctity of the Carthusian monks, even 
though they may be killing themselves with their fasting and 
their endless praying? 

This, then, I say, is the first and weightiest reason for 
keeping this commandment. It is of such a nature that, 
if we had no parents at all, we would feel moved to ask 
God still to grant us the privilege of keeping His command- 
ment by calling even a stick or a stone by this name of father 
and mother. How much more, then, sceing that He has 
given us living parents, should we be glad to render them 
honor and obedience, realizing that this is well-pleasing to 
the divine Majesty and all angels, and spites all devils; be- 
sides, it is the best work, next to the glorious service of 
God required in the foregoing commandments, so that it is 
superior to almsgiving and any other work by which we serve 
our neighbor. For God has given to the parents the highest 
dignity of all; yea, He has appointed them His representa- 
tives on earth. 

Another reason. Even the world expects us to be grateful 
to our parents for all the good we have received at their hands. 
But here, too, Satan exercises his power over the world, so 
that the children forget their parents, just as we all forget 
God. ... There is no child that knows and understands 
these things except through the illumination of the Holy 
Spirit. Knowing this wicked disposition of the world, God 
incessantly urges these things upon us in His commands; 
and taking note of what we owe our parents, we find that 
they have given us body and life, have also nourished and 
reared us, and but for them we would long ago have miserably 
perished. And so the wise men of all times have well said: 


“God, parents, and teachers can never be sufficiently re- 


warded.” 


Over and above this, God mightily stirs us up to keep 
this commandment by adding the temporal promise: “That 
thy days may be long upon the land which the Lord, thy 
God, giveth thee.” Now sce how greatly God is concerned 
about this matter: He not only tells us that He is greatly 
pleased with it, but also assures us that it shall redound to 
our profit and advantage, promising us a pleasant and happy 
life with all manner of good. Therefore St. Paul also makes 
much of this point, saying: “Which is the first command- 
ment with promise: ‘That it may be well with thee, and 
thou mayest live long on the earth.” (Eph. 6, 2.3.) For 
while an implied promise goes with all commandments, this 
commandment alone carries it in plain and explicit words. 

This, then, is the fruit and reward: he that keeps it 
shall be prosperous and happy. .On the other hand, this is 
the penalty: he that is disobedient shall perish so much 
sooner and be unhappy all his life.—So if you refuse to 
obey your father and mother, you shall obey the hangman; 
and if you will not obey even him, there is one who will 
not be resisted, death, and him shall you obey. The case 
simply stands thus: cither you obey God in loving service 
and He will abundantly reward you with all blessings, or 
you stir up His wrath -and He will set both death and the 
hangman upon you. What is daily bringing so many wretches 
to the gallows— what else than their disobedience to their 
parents ? 

But the pious and obedient shall be blessed with a long 
and happy life and, as already sct forth, shall see their chil- 
dren to the third and fourth generation. It is a matter of 
common knowledge that these fine old familics, which are 
blessed with prosperity and an abundance of children, in- 
variably number among their progenitors such as had been 
well reared and had honored their parents. On the other 
hand, this is written concerning the wicked: “Let his pos- 
terity be cut off, and in the generation following let their 
name be blotted out.” (Ps. 109, 13.) (X, 51—56.) 


Your Biography in the Bible. 


Dr. Joseph Parker writes that the Bible “contains every 


man’s biography.” ‘That is a distinctive feature of the Bible. . 


It portrays man as he really and actually “lives, moves, and 
has his being.” It is piercing and penetrating, treating not 
only the outer surface of man’s life, but delving into the 
very depths of his heart, and laying bare the very thoughts 
which lie hidden behind every action and word. No man can 
look into another’s heart. He can judge his fellow-man by 
his words and actions only. And even then human biog- 
raphers are inclined to cover up. the sins and failings of a 
man or woman. They lay as much emphasis as possible on 
the outward virtues. Man brags and boasts of the eternal 
goodness of his heart. Not so the Bible, for it is the searcher 
of hearts. It sees and reports what man does not see in his 
fellow-man. And it proceeds to tear up by the roots any 
claim which any man may make to any admirable, whole- 
some, sound, and excellent virtues as inherent in his nature. 
It opens the heart of man and throws the search-light of 
truth on every part of man’s life. And in a brief biographical 
sketch it portrays man in these words: “There is not a just 
man upon earth that doeth good and sinneth not.” Man may 
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deny it, but his conscience tells him that in those words lies 
a complete and full reflection of' himself, of his inner and 
outer self. 

Have you perhaps reached some measure of fame and 
greatness by your achievements, and do you sceretly in your 
vanity cherish the hope in your heart that some day, because 


of your achievements, some of your friends may write your 


biography as a transient monument to your life? Have no 
fears that you may be overlooked. Your biography is already 
written. Your entire life is already portrayed with a truth- 
fulness and faithfulness to detail such as none of your fellow- 
men could ever hope to attain. Men compile volumes entitled 
“Who’s Who?” in which men and women who have achieved 
any measure of success in this world are recorded to the num- 
ber of thousands. But there is one “Who’s Who?” in which 
not only a select few, but all men and women, and even chil- 
dren, are recorded as they actually are and were, and not as 
men sce or saw them. That great “Who’s Who?” is the Bible, 
which “contains every man’s biography,” and in which nat- 
urally yours is found also. It may hurt your feelings. But 
there is no denying that it is accurate and truce. 

Together with our sin and its curse the Bible also tells 
of the grace of God in Christ, our Savior. It tells how this 
grace wins the heart, transforms the life, leads into battle 
and unto final victory. It tells how the unbeliever rejects 
the grace of God, and how the Christian is saved by that 
grace. Our biography is found in the Bible. 

Brooklyn, N. Y. G. E. Hacemayn. 


Lutheran Church Board for Army and Navy, 
U.S. A., Terminates Its Activities. 


The Lutheran Church Board for Army and Navy hereby 
presents its final report, and in connection with this final 
financial report we wish to call the attention of all readers 
to the fact that, in accordance with a resolution of Synod 
at its recent session in Detroit, the Lutheran Church Board 
for Army and Navy, U.S. A., Inc., having now served its 
purpose, has been legally dissolved. All surplus moneys -have 
been sent to the treasurer, Mr. IE. Seucel, for the use of the 
Gencral Church Extension Board, pursuant to the resolution 
adopted by the Synod at its last session in June, 1920. 

The total amount of the money turned over to Mr. Seuel 
was $313,777.24. <A large portion of this was gained from 
the profitable sale of assets that we controlled during the 
war to expedite our work, and which were left in our hands 
when the armistice was signed. 5 

All debts are paid, and no obligations of any kind remain. 
Our financial report will be found on another page of this 
issue of LUTHERAN WITNESS. 

We thank God that He has so graciously taken our hand 
in that most turbulent time and led us, and that He has 
kept us in good health and cheerful mind during that most 
trying and strenuous work. We thank Him for blessing our 
humble efforts, and. hope that many souls have been led to 
Jesus and found comfort in Him during their hardships. 
All glory to God! : 

LUTHERAN CrurRcH BoarD For ARMY AND 
N AVY, U.S. A, 
W. C. Koun, President. 


Puritanism — Past and Present. 


INTRODUCTION. 


“From their earliest school-days Americans have been told that 
this nation is a transplanted England, and that we must look to the 
motherland as the home of our institutions.” ° 

Our attention was riveted by these words in the Introduction to 
Douglas Campbell’s The Puritan in Holland, England, and Amcrica 
(Fourth Edition, 1893, Harper’s). Undoubtedly, such is the impres- 
sion conveyed by the school-texts in American History, by magazine 
articles, and by newspaper editorials — what we possess in the way of 
civic and religious liberty and ‘free institutions we owe to the English 
immigrants of the seventeenth century, more particularly, to the 
Puritans. England is the mother-country, America the daughter. 
But, says Mr. Camphell, the colony of New York, in which the student 
of history finds some of the institutions which give America its dis- 
tinctive character, was probably not half English even at the time 
of the Revolution, and, he adds, “what is more remarkable, no trace 
of many of these institutions can be found in England.” Elsewhere 
the same author, who was a recognized authority on English history, 
says that “these settlers of New England were not typical English- 
men,” and: “Whatever America has accomplished, whether for good 
or evil, has been largely the result of cutting loose from old Eng- 
lish laws and English traditions, and developing republican ideas.” 
(Vol. IT, 507.) 

Very interesting, even startling. But what purpose is served by 


devoting space in a religious journal to this problem of American - 


origins ? 

A discussion of Puritanism, its history and ideals, and its per- 
sistency to the present day as a force in American church and political 
life, is just now @ propos for two distinct reasons. Our people will 
hear a great deal, before this year 1920 draws to a close, about Puri- 
tanism. The indications even now are that the tercentenary of the 
Landing of the Pilgrims (1620), to be celebrated December 21, will 
be ushered in with a veritable flood of literature exalting the Puritans 
of New England as the fathers of American liberty and as the true 
founders of the American state. The record of Swedish, German, 
and Dutch achievements, and the share which later immigration con- 
tributed to the making of America, will be kept in the background, 


and England will be celebrated as the mother of our liberties. All , 


non-English are forcigners, and all churches not established by Eng- 
lish settlers are forcign churches. They must be Americanized, de- 
mocratized, hence Anglicized, raised to the level of Puritan ideals. 
Is it not worth while to investigate with what right such claims are 
made for the Puritan settlement of New England? 

And is it not well that we understand the spirit of Puritanism 
as it lives in America to-day? For, without question, the spirit of 
Endicott and Cotton Mather still is abroad in our land and exerts 
a potent influence, an influence which no lover of «American ideals can 
afford to ignore. Nay, we shall assert that the perils which threaten 
our institutions from Roman Catholic aggression are scarcely more 
portentous than the Puritan menace of 1920. 

For these two reasons — to view in its proper perspective the 
contribution which English Puritanism made to American church-life, 
and to bring home to our readers the menace of present-day Puri- 
tanism — we shall devote some space in this and following issues of 
LUTHERAN WITNESS to a discussion of Puritanism, what it was, what 
itis. In discussing this subject, we shall make free use of Mr. Camp- 
bell’s authoritative work, referred to above; of Thomas W. Coit’s 
Puritanism (D. Appleton & Co., 1845); and of the works of other 
authors who have traced the history of Puritanism to its sources 
instead of contenting themselves with the traditional views handed 
down, even to the present generation of schoolchildren, by uncritical 
writers and historians swayed by a pro-British bias. | 

It is our intention to show that the free institutions under which 
our Church has prospered, and in which we take pride as citizens, are 
not of British derivation; that civil and religious liberty would not 
exist in our country at the present day if the doctrines of Puritanism 
had prevailed; and that the same legalism, based on a misunder- 
standing of the Old Testament and the New, which characterizes 
Puritanism, is a power in American life to-day, a power which aims 
a dart at the very vitals of our free American institutions. History 
is the great Schoolmistress. Shall we learn from her? 


CHAPTER I. ORIGINS. 


First, then, who were the Puritans? 
originate ? 

As you may know, Lutheranism had many adherents in 
the British Isles even in the days of the great Reformer. 
(Read the excellent treatises by William Dallmann, Patrick 
Hamillon, Wm, T'yndale, and Robert Barnes.) The imperish- 
able legacy of English Lutheranism to the world is the 
English Bible. Political jobbing gave the ascendancy to 
Calvinism, however, and a Genevan Protestantism of a modi- 
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fied form became the state religion of England. But there 
were many people who would not rest satisfied with a modified 
Calvinism; they wanted the real article. Zwingli had taught 
that the Bible is the law book for the Christian state; socicty 
must be governed by the commandments of God as understood 
by the Church. John Calvin, applying the same principle, 
had ruled Geneva through a constitution which he had written 
and which made Geneva a church state. The church elders 
made the laws. If aman laughed during a sermon, the police 
one man who called Calvin a hypo- 
crite was beheaded; Servetus was burned alive because he 
denied the doctrine of the Trinity. Now, certain Englishmen 
had fled to Switzerland when Bloody Mary persecuted the 
Protestants, and there had been filled with admiration for 
the system which Calvin had instituted in Geneva. When 
they returned to England, they thought a more thorough- 
going reformation was necessary than the English Church 
had yet experienced. They wanted to purify the Church, 
hence they were called Puriians. First of all they wanted 
to eliminate certain forms which the Church of England had 
retained since Roman Catholic days, — on the principle that 
everything which had been misused should no longer be used. 
The Lutheran principle was that all should be retained, in 
the way of church customs, that was not sinful. The Puritan 
principle was that all must be abolished that was not distinctly 
demanded in Scripture. Nothing was to be permitted to 
Christian liberty. So they petitioned Parliament, 1563, that 
the sign of the cross in Baptism be discontinued, that there 
should be no organs in church, and that no church-vestments 
should be worn by officiating clergymen except the surplice 
—a loose, white outer garment. The petition was lost by 
a close vote. Three years later the archbishop published a 
notice regulating the use of the vestments by the clergy while 
celebrating the Lord’s Supper, and calling upon all clergymen 
to abide by these regulations. Thirty-seven of the London 
clergy refused to sign the declaration, and this is the begin- 
ning of Puritanism as a religious and political faction in 
England. Because certain clerical garments had been worn 
by priests in Roman Catholic times, the Puritans “refused 
to wear the garments of the Pope’s Church,” and took the 
responsibility of separation from the state church on this 
question of clerical robes. 

But the quarrel between Puritans and Anglicans * did 
not remain a matter of vestments. Pamphlets began to 
appear which demanded that the ministers should no longer 
be appointed by the bishops, but elected by the elders of the 
congregations, — and this is the beginning of Presbyterian 
Puritanism, Presbyterianism being that system of church 
government which makes the elders the ruling power in the 
Church. At the same time the Calvinistic idea of a national 
church, in which all citizens were to be members, received 
support. By means of discipline all citizens were to be made 
to conform to the ordinances of the Church, and the police 
power of the state was to compel such uniformity. This led 
to a tremendous quarrel between Anglicans and Puritans, 
and since the Anglican establishment was part of the law of 
the land, the Puritans, with their demands of a rule by elders, 
found themselves in a political conflict with the crown. As 

® “Anglican” is the name of the state church of England, rep- 
resented in America by the Episcopal Church. 


a result, some congregations separated from the state church 
and met in independent groups for worship. This was the 
beginning (1567) of Congregational Puritanism (Separatism, 
Independentism). 

In the origin of the Separatists the Netherland influence 
is distinctly traceable. The Anabaptists, or Mennonites, had 


‘grown very numerous in Holland, and during the early per- 


secutions under Charles V many took refuge in England. 
Their condition was little improved by this change, many 
suffering martyrdom. Still they throve in number. When 
the Spaniard Alva began his atrocious rule in the Nether- 
lands (1567), they emigrated to England in large numbers. 
Though given shelter, they excited the anger of the English 
clergy by their doctrine regarding Baptism and especially 
on account of their belief that the civil government had no 
concern with religious matters. For the first time, the doc- 
trine of separation of Church and State was proclaimed on 
British soil. The first Englishman to take it up was a clergy- 
man, Robert Browne, who had settled at Norwich, where half 
of the congregation was composed of refugees from the 
Netherlands. These settlers had long ago given up many 
of their extreme doctrines, but clung to the idea of full 
religious liberty. When Browne preached the same doctrine, 
he had to leave England and found shelter in eee (1581), 
in the town of Middelburg. 

While at Middelburg, Browne sath easel books, 
which were widely distributed in England. These books con- 
tained no heresies in doctrine, but attacked the whole Angli- 
can ecclesiastical establishment as contrary to the teachings 
of the Scriptures. A church, it was claimed, was to be made 
up of a company of Christian believers, and not of all the 
dwellers in a parish. Each congregation should elect its own 
minister and other officers, and, standing by itself, constitute 
a Christian body politic. The state might control the church 
property, but had no right to impose articles of religion or 
forms of worship. This was a theory quite beyond that ad- 
vanced by the Puritans. To the Puritan and the Separatist 
(like Browne) alike, the state church was obnoxious on account 
of its abuses. But the Puritan sought its reformation by act 
of Parliament, looking forward to the time when his form 
of worship and discipline should be established for the nation. 
The Separatist thought that a reformation would never come, 
that the whole system of a state church was inherently wrong, 
and that the only duty before the true believers was to 
leave the Church to its abuses and set up independent 
congregations. 

The Puritans had, at this time, begun in earnest to 
introduce the Old Testament laws into the discipline of the 
Church. The Sabbath question especially bulks large in all 
the writings issued by them in the reign of Elizabeth. The 
Puritan conception of the Sabbath may be traced to a book 
by a Dr. Nicholas Bond, entitled Treatise on the Sabbath. 
Bond argued that, although the Lord’s day had been changed, 
we were to look to the Old Testament alone for the mode 
of its observance; that it was intended that men should 
devote one-seventh of their time to worship; that this law 
was moral and perpetual, and that therefore not only labor, 
but every form of recreation should be given up on the 
Christian Sabbath. Thenceforth the Puritan was distin- 
guished by his rigid observance of the Sabbath. Very early 
ministers began to teach that to play at bowling or to do 
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any servile work on the Lord’s day was as great a sin as 
to kill a man; that to make a feast or dress a wedding- 
dinner on that day was “as bad as for a father to cut his 
child’s throat,” and even that the ringing of more bells than 
one as a summons to church was “as great a sin as might be.” 
(Campbell, II, p. 159.) 

Through literary propaganda, both Presbyterian and 
Congregational (Separatist) Puritans greatly increased in 
numbers during the reign of Elizabeth. In 1593, the gov- 
_ ernment, panic-stricken by the growth of the Separatists, 
sent down from the House of Lords a most atrocious bill. 
As finally passed, it enacted that any person above sixteen 
years of age absenting himself from the Anglican church 
without good cause, for one month, dissuading others from 
attendance, writing or saying anything against the authority 
of the crown in ecclesiastical causes, or attending any un- 
lawful conventicle, should be imprisoned without bail, and 
at the end of three months, if refusing to conform, banished 
from the kingdom, forfeiting all his goods and chattels and 
the income of his real estate for life. All convicted persons 
refusing to leave the realm, or returning from banishment 
without leave, were to suffer death as felons. Many Puritans 
at this time suffered in loathsome and pestilential dungeons; 
how many arrested by Elizabeth’s Ecclesiastical Commission 
died in prison will never be known. At this time a group 
of Separatists sought refuge in Holland, and this concludes 
the first chapter of our story. G. . 


Editorial. 


The Synodical Budget for 1921, prepared by the Financial 
Secretary and approved by the Synodical Board of Directors, 
will be found in another column. No further explanation of 
the budget is deemed necessary at the present time. It will be 
interesting, however, to compare with our estimated cost of 
doing the Synod’s work, the expenditures of other denomina- 
tions. There are complcte data on this subject in the Bureau 
of Census Bulletin 142, just published, but the figures are those 
of 1916. We have tabulated the two principal items, Home 
Missions and Educational Institutions (the latter corresponding 
to our Synodical Treasury), of a number of denominations, and 
set them down here as they are found in this Bulletin. 


Communicant Home Educational 

. Membership. Missions. Institutions. 
Northern Baptists ............. 1232135 $2078400 $4571983 
Southern Baptists ............2. 2708870 1074792 2424169 
Congregational .........seceees 791274 897153 308986 
DISC DlS® we vo cecncesieermesis seis 1226028 592166 314384 
‘Lutheran General Synod ....... 3707165 250000 121770 
General Council ........... 540642 477096 400000 
Methodist Episcopal ........... 3717785 1722892 504000 
Methodist Episcopal, South.... 2114479 1243329 344518 
Presbyterians, North .......... 1611251 2559788 . 3201340 
United Presbyterians .......... 160716 295914 116753 
Presbyterians, South .......... 357760 632637 826804 
Episcopal .....-esceeeesserees 1092821 1666577 533883 
United Brethren .......-ssseee 348828 172455 325000 
Missouri Synod Budget, 1921... 620000 105000 285000 


It should be noted that all these denominations have vastly 
exceeded the amounts given above in recent years. The depre- 
‘ giation of the dollar since 1916 is not yet reflected in the con- 
tributions here listed. 

For the present year there are available the figures only for 
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the Norwegian Lutheran Church (confirmed membership, about 
325,000). They total as follows: Synodical Treasury, $900,000. 
Pension Fund, $250,000. College building program, $1,162,000. 
Total, $2,312,000. The Missouri Synod’s combined budget 
(Synodical, 1921, and building budget, for three years, 1921, 
1922, 1923) is about $2,100,000. Our membership is 620,000. 
The Ohio Synod, with a confirmed membership of about 175,000, 
at its convention this year resolved to raise $1,000,000 for its 
college building program. G. 


The Parochial School.— On September 18, a St. Louis 
daily published the following public statement by the Governor 
of Missouri: “Personally I am a strong advocate of the public 
school. Yet I would be opposed to any amendment to the Mis- 
souri Constitution providing for the abolition of the parochial 
schools. This is a great, free country of ours, and people have 
a right to send their children to any schools they please or to 
any church they wish. I should disapprove the idea of the State 
attempting to dictate to parents as to whether they should send 
their children to public or parochial schools.” 

This utterance of the Chief Executive of Missouri did not 
pass unnoticed. A few days later a preacher (not a Lutheran) 
said in a public address: “Only last week our own Governor was 
asked to give an opinion on an undertaking in a neighboring 
State to close by law all parochial schools. What is becoming 
of our boasted spirit of tolerance and fair play when a man is 
to be prohibited by law from sending his child to a school of 
his own faith, supported by his own funds?” 

We had scarcely finished reading these words when we re- 
ceived the following, clipped from the Kansas City Times of 
September 27: “A permanent board to promote week-day re- 
ligious schools was selected last night at a union meeting of five 
churches of the Southeast Sunday-school Association at the 
Ivanhoe ‘Park Congregational Church last night. Myron C. 
Settle, General Secretary of the Kansas City Sunday-school 
Association, discussed the reason for the adoption of these 
schools. '‘We are finding that we will evangelize the world 
through religious instruction rather than revivals. The Church 
is awakening to the fact that the child is the strategical point 
of attack. We must admit that the Sunday-school is inadequate 
to the task for which it was founded. Jewish children receive 
three hundred and thirty-five hours of religious instruction a 
year, Catholic children receive two hundred hours, but the 
Protestant children are given only twenty-four hours a year 
of religious instruction.’ ” 

More and more are seeing the light on this parochial school 
question. The measures which our Church has taken to spread 
information and to make known our reasons for educating our 
children in our own church-schools are bearing fruit. The truth 
is mighty and shall prevail. S. 


A Disturbance Northeast. — Visitors to the Detroit con- 
vention will remember that on a wall at the turn of the stairs 
leading to the convention floor there hung suspended a large 
map of the New England States, with parts of New York and 
New Jersey. Many stopped and looked at the map, which was 
beautifully drawn, and those who examined it closely made the 
discovery of the Northeast. It was a missionary map, executed 
under the direction of the Atlantic District Superintendent of 
Missions, Rev. F. P. Wilhelm, and it showed at a glance the 
expansion of our work, and its possibilities. We were reminded 
of this map, and of the work which it “visualizes,” when we 
received Number One of Volume One of a new church-paper, 
The Atlantic Messenger. When we consider the waste of such 
enormous masses of good print paper in the dissemination of 
perfectly worthless books and periodicals, we always rejoice in 
sceing at least a small quantity of “stock” used in the production 
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of parish and conference papers within our Synod. But rarely 
have we rejoiced so much upon the appearance of a new period- 
ical as when we turned the pages of this new Alessenger. The 
paper is devoted exclusively to the interests of the missions of 
the Atlantic District. There is, unquestionably, a mighty dis- 
turbance northeast. There is a great and systematic effort to 
bring the Gospel to every creature that is now without the 
Gospel, a powerful forward thrust of Lutheranism in the oldest 
States in the Union. Nor can we conceive of any better means 
for awakening a gencral interest in the District for the work 
that is now being done among the cighteen million inhabitants 
of its territory than such a paper as this. The statistical tables, 
the letters from the various missions, and the editorial articles 
by Rev. Geo. Schmidt, are models in their way. Surely, all 
this is better than printing in the annual Synodalbericht a ré- 
sumé of the work, incomplete, necessarily out of date when 
published, and read by very few in the District. For one thing, 
the information here submitted, answers once and for all the 
question: “Why a District missionary director?” And while 
the tone of the articles and reports is by no means unduly 
optimistic or of the Spread-Eagle varicty, the reader feels once 
more that the well-known German rhyme about the “forlorn 
hope” of the Lutheran East ought to be buried so deep that it 
will never be resurrected again. The work in the great North- 
east is hard work, the discouragements many, but the im- 
portance of the field is tremendous, undeniably so, and a study 
of its possibilities will justify the action of the General Home 
Mission Board in setting aside for the Atlantic District the 
sum of $20,000 annually, a sum equal to that granted the Min- 
nesota District, with its vast Canadian field. G. 

Lutheranism and the Secret Empire. — Every Lutheran 
welcomes such tokens of progress and prosperity as, at times, 
are reported froin the missions and institutions of his Church. 
He loves to hear of far-flung missionary frontiers, of well-filled 
classrooms in the colleges, of flourishing day-schools, of in- 
creasing liberality on the part of the membership. But beyond 
all such more outward indications of prosperity, a true lover 
of his Church delights to hear of victorious spiritual warfare, 
of loyalty to ancient truth in the face of determined opposition. 
Outward progress can be maintained for a time even after in- 
ward corruption has commenced its work. And as the human 
body is in sound health so long as it is able to resist the in- 
vasions of harmful germ-life, casting off the poisons that invade 
its cells, even so the power of the Church to resist the forces of 
spiritual decay is the true standard of its prosperity. 

There is, then, comfort in the fact that the position which 
Lutherans maintain over against secretism has been notably 
strengthened of Jate. That the lodge, with its worship of a god 
who is not the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and its teach- 
ing of salvation by works, is an institution which causes spir- 
itual decay wherever it enters into church-life, has long been 
recognized by. Lutherans, both in our Synod and in others. 
Only recently, however, have large Lutheran bodies officially de- 
elared that the lodge must be regarded as a force opposed to 
essential Christianity. The Missouri Synod, in convention as- 
sembled at Detroit, by formal resolution interpreted its Consti- 
tution as including “the anti-Christian lodge-system” in its 
testimony against “unionistic worship” in § 6, Sec. 2, of the 
Constitution. This resolution was adopted without a dissenting 
vote. The Ohio Synod, at its convention held at Blue Island, 
Ill., last August, adopted, as Chapter LIJ, See. c, of its con- 
stitution, the following paragraph: “Pastors and congregations 
must renounce al] kinds of unionism and syneretism, such as: 
pastoral ministrations to heterodox or mixed congregations (as 
such); exchange of pulpits and altar-fellowship with errorists, 
participation in the worship and sacrdmental acts of such con- 
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gregations; taking part in the missionary and tract operations 
of errorists and unionists, and also secret societies, and the like.” 
Where such a statement is accepted as a part of a Lutheran 
organization’s basic declaration of principles, it is not unreason- 
able to hope that practise will follow profession. 
Strong articles have appeared of late in the official organs 


of the Ohio Synod, the Iowa Synod, and the Buffalo Synod, — 


also of the Norwegian and Swedish Lutheran bodies. We are 
not aware to what extent such testimony is backed up by the 
practise in these bodies; still we shall rejoice in the uncom- 
promising stand taken in these articles, and shall hope for last- 
ing good as a result of such testimony. 

Of all Lutheran bodies, an ominous silence is maintained 
on this entire subject only in the organs of the United Lutheran 
(Merger) Church. That there are Lutherans in these bodies 
opposed to secrctism, that entire conferences and districts are 
declared foes of a lax practise regarding the lodge, and to a 
large extent have kept themselves free from this disintegrating 
evil, we know, and could supply details; but the body as a whole, 
and officially, is frankly tolerant of secretism. It has been 
established that more than one hundred pastors are members of 
the Masonic order alone. The official organs are silent. An un- 
official quarterly, the Lutheran Church Review, last year con- 
tained an article on “Ought @ Minister to be a Mason?’ The 
article stated positively that Masonry “repudiates and denies 
the most fundamental of all the doctrines of Christianity.” But 
the paper which contained it is not an official one, and even 
this’ article treated only the question of an affiliation of min- 
isters with the lodge. At a mecting of Lutherans from various 
bodies arranged by the National Lutheran Council at Chicago 
in March, 1919, various questions of doctrine and practise, also 
the lodge, were discussed and a set of resolutions adopted. 
A letter from Dr. Schmauk, now deceased, was read. This 
letter, of which a translation was published in the Kirchenblatt 
(Iowa), is an out-and-out declaration against lodgery. But the 
official report on the meeting omitted all mention of it, and we 
have found no reference to it in the organs of the United Lv- 
theran Church, though Dr. Schmauk was one of its most prom- 
inent members, and his paper was a notable contribution to the 
discussion of the subject. The Lutheran has, editorially, been 
silent on the lodge question since the Merger was formed. May 
we hope for some statement from the Merger convention, to be 


held at Washington this month, which will bring that body, at 


least in its official expression, into line with the greater part of 
the Lutheran Church in America? It would wonderfully help 
along the cause of Lutheran union. G. 


“Schulblatt.”” — This is the name of the official paper de- 
voted to the interests of our day-schools. It is edited by the 
faculty of our normal school at River Forest. We were sur- 
prised, and much grieved, to hear, at a committee meeting in 
Detroit, that a Jarge number of our pastors and teachers do 
not subscribe for this paper. The September issue is just at 
hand, and what a wealth of reading-matter it does contain! 
No teacher can read it without deriving inspiration from it 
for his work. Here is valuable up-to-the-hour information, 
articles on the technical side of the teacher’s work, interesting 
bits of news,— and this twelve times a year. Most of it in 
English, — and in good English. 

We have not been requested to “boost” Schulblaté. But 
it seems a pity that so fine a paper should not reach the desk 
of every Schulmann in our Synod. We are entering upon a 


. period of reconstruction in our day-school work. Our Synodical 


Board for Parochial Schools will, you may depend on it, do all 
that is in its power to vitalize our day-school interest and to 
push the work. But the value of our Schulblatt, as a factor in 
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this new advance, must not be underrated. Nor do we see any 
reason why members of live school boards in our congregations 
should not subscribe. Such technical knowledge as they will 
there absorb will be a great help to them in appreciating the 
work of the teachers and the need of efficiency in the Christian 
education of our youth.. G. 


Which Church Are You Criticizing ? — “Knocking other 
churches” is generally condemned, but was never practised more 
than to-day. It is practised almost as much as criticizing the 
Church and the churches in gencral. We have usually found 
that those who criticize others for what they call “knocking 
other churches” have scarecly finished their criticism when 
they proceed to do just exactly what they themselves have in 
that very minute condemned. Christian Scientists, for instance, 
whose very adherence to that sect is an evidence of their con- 
fusion of thought, after condomning the churches for opposing 
Christian Science, will proceed immediately to denounce the 
churches because they do not perform the same miracles which 
Jesus performed. Many people, moreover, can find no better 
soporific for their own conscience than to criticize and condemn 
the churches in general. They will select the fanaticism of one 
sect and ridicule all the churches for that. They then proceed 
to point out the worldliness and the greed of the church which 
is of this world, the deadness and dryness of the rationalistic 
church, and the hypocrisy and self-contradiction of some false 
teachers, and then blame tho churches in general for all that 
they have found in the counterfeits. 

Let us beware of being partakers of such a course, so un- 
reasonable, so unjust, so unscriptural, and ungodly. Is it right 
to condemn all physicians because some cater to drug addicts 
and are even the cause of many becoming dope fiends? Is it 
right to condemn all government officials because in many cases 
“patriotism is the last refuge of a scoundrel”? Is it right to 
look upon every merchant as a thief because there are many 
profitecrs? Is it right to throw your money away. because the 
Bible says that the love of money is the root of all evil? 

There is a Church which deals uprightly, sincerely, and 
conscientiously with the Word of God. There is a Church 
which preaches the same Word to-day that Jesus and the 
apostles preached. Compare the sermons that you hear in the 
Lutheran Church with the sermons of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and with the sermons of Peter and Paul, and with the writings 
of the prophets and the apostles, and tell me, is not that which 
you hear to-day in your church the very truth which Peter 
preached on Pentecost Day? Is it not the same truth which 
Jesus preached in the Sermon on the Mount? Is it not the 
same truth which Jesus preached in that wonderful sermon of 
farewell to His disciples, recorded in the 14th, 15th, and 16th 
chapters of John? Do you not hear preached in your churches 
to-day the same truth, which Paul preached to the keeper of 
the prison at Philippi, and to the seller of purple of Thyatira, 
and to Sergius Paulus, and to the Athenians, and to the Thes- 
salonians, and to his people at Philippi? Thank God that you 
can hear these same truths without those soul-destroying ad- 
ditions which fanaticism and commercialized religion has added 
to the pure teaching of Christ and of the apostles. Support 
that Church of the pure Word in this preaching, support it in 
its opposition to fanaticism, rationalism, worldliness, greed, 
and other corruption. Criticize and condemn the worldly 
church; criticize and condemn the greedy church; criticize 
and condemn the fanatical church; criticize and condemn the 
rationalistic, dry-bone church, which has nothing more to give 
its people than what they may read in the schoolbooks of the 
sciences, and even gives that in a corrupted form; criticize the 
political church! You are not only privileged to do this, you 


are commanded to do this. But uphold, support, and foster the 
Church of the pure Word. Do not give all your strength to 
destructive opposition, give your best to constructive support of 
the best. The people and the pastors of our churches have their 
faults, there may be weeds even in their wheat-fields, but the 
seed which they sow and the work which they do is God’s own 
Word and is God’s own work, it is God’s husbandry. Let us 
devote ourselves wholly to its blessed upbuilding. Thereby we 
magnify Christ, we praise His holy name, we spread His king- 
dom, we do His will, and we oppose the corruption, the sin, and 
the darkness which would injure the very best that God has 
given us on this earth. Ss. 


The Heavy Yoke. — Dr. John Dewey, American exchange 
professor at the University of Peking, visited Changchow re- 
cently in the course of a mission lecture tour of China, at a time 
when the city was observing a holiday and 1,080 Chinese Bud- 
dhists, becoming priests, suffered holes to be burned into their 
heads as a token of their religious vows. 

The Buddhist ceremony of ordination in China follows ancient 
lines that are barbaric, and this explains why the shaven polls 
of the priests are marked with deep-pitted scars. The novitiate 
is a matter of forty days usually, and at its close, as a climax 
of the temple ceremony, upon the shaved heads of lines of kneel- 
ing novices aro placed lighted cones of highly inflammable in- 
cense. These sink into the flesh as a chorus prayer issues from 
the throats of the assemblage. Upon the heads of the most de- 
vout — those taking the “full vow’—Zis placed a circlet of 
twelve smoldering incense heaps. 

This is but one, and by no means the most revolting, of 
the cruelties practised by the heathen. All false religions are 
cruel tormentors of the human race. Even though they do no 
more than keep any man, woman, or child from the corrections, 
the comforts, the consolations, the light, the hope, and the 
strength which is bestowed by the true Christian religion, that 
in itself would be suffering unspeakable. But the devil is not 
satisfied to rob his dupes of blessings, he loads them with 
miseries. He persuades his poor victims that they must torture 
themselves in order to obtain the favor of their cruel idol. We 
have often been told of the mutilation, the tortures, and the 
suffering imposed by heathen cults, but right here about us we 
may also see something of the cruelties of those who corrupt 
the Christian religion. The press has at different times re- 
ported cases of children suffering for the want of medical at- 
tention when healers and faith-curers refused to have material 


palliatives applied to the poor little sufferers. In some cases the 


cries of the little victims attracted the neighbors, who appealed 
to the police to enforce the law against such inhuman cruelty. 
We know that there are monastic orders that deny to their mem- 
bers proper food, ordinary comfort, and the society of husband 
or wife. How heavy is the yoke of false religion! How un- 
speakably blessed are they who have taken upon themselves the 
easy yoke and the light burden of Jesus Christ! What cruel 
miseries of the false religions they thus escape! What comforts, 
blessings for time and eternity, they thus obtain! ’Tis true, 
“no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but 
grievous” ; nevertheless, the Bible calls our affliction light (2 Cor. 
4,17), and tells us that it lasts but for a moment. Let us, even 
though we bear the cross, thank God for the easy yoke and the 
light burden. Let us never forget that, be our portion what it 
will, under our Savior His yoke is easy and His burden is light. 
Ss. 

Music in Our Churches.— Thousands of years ago the 
psalmist called upon all worshipers to “come before God’s pres- 
ence with singing,” “to enter into His gates with thanksgiving, 
and into His courts with praise.” We know from the Old Testa- 
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ment that the children of God in ancient times praised God with 
the music of choirs, with congregational singing, and with sweet 
melodies played upon many instruments, cymbals, harps, and 
organs. The Bible tells us that Jesus sang psalms with His 
disciples. Matt. 26,30. That is all very natural, for the religion 
of the Bible is a joyous religion. It speaks of God’s blessings 
here for us even now, it tells us of greater blessings and greater 
joys that are yet to come. It assures us that all theso blessings 
are given to us “daily and richly,” “purely from fatherly, divine 
goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in us.” 
Wherever this true religion is proclaimed, we may expect its 
fruit, joyous, whole-hearted singing, together with the music of 
instruments. 

A sad fruit of the corruption of the Gospel under the papacy 
was the gradual hushing of joyous, spiritual music. That was 
also very natural, for by the Romish doctrine of works and 
purgatory the heirs of God were driven out of their inheritance 
and forced to buy counterfeit salvation at a high price and 
amid fearful groanings and tortures. But just as soon as the 
sweet Gospel of God’s free grace in Christ Jesus, our Savior, 
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was again proclaimed, those who preached and heard it again 
desired to make a joyful noise unto the Lord, and invited others 
to come with them to magnify the Lord and to exalt His name 
together. Luther and those who labored with him began to 
compose hymns and to set them to music. They published 
hymn-books for congregational use, and ever since then there 
have been hymn writers and hymn singers as never before. 
What a reverent tenderness there flows from Luther’s hymn, 
‘From Heav’n Above to Earth I Come”! And of Luther’s great 
hymn, “A Mighty Fortress is Our God,” Carlyle declared that 
it is “as a sound of Alpine avalanches or the first murmur of 
earthquakes.” Indeed, Luther’s sweet and powerful hymns be- 
came so popular and so beloved that some have said that he did 
as much for the Reformation by his hymns as by his translation 
of the Bible. Historians tell us that these hymns were sung 
everywhere, in the streets, in the fields, in the workshop, in the 
palaces,— by children in the cottages and by martyrs on the 
scaffolds. 

And this glorious hymnology, this “speech of angels,” to- 
gether with all its power, its sweetness and tenderness, its riches 
and blessings, its truth and light, is ours. These preludes to 
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the melodies of heaven God has given to us. God grant that 
we and our children may ever appreciate this priceless treasure. 
But if we neglect this gift, then God will punish us by per- 
mitting our churches to be littered with the trash which is 
thrown about by the ungodly. They who despise the Father's 
table of plenty will ere long be there where they desire to feed 
upon the husks that the swine do eat. Men, women, and chil- 
dren will have music. If we give them the best, the hymns in 
which David poured forth the divine fire and light of his soul, 
the hymns which Luther sang with such power, the hymns 
which Paul Gerhardt composed and chanted with such fervency, 
then we shall be the companions of saints and of angels, then 
we shall advance up into the choirs of heaven. 
God preserve us that we be not as that man of whom the 

poet said: 

The man that hath no music in himself, 

And is not moved with concord of sweet sounds, 

Is fit for treasons, stratagems, and spoils. 


God bless all those who sing in our churches, whether one 
sings a solo, or whether several sing in a quartet or in a choir, 
or whether many sing in the congregation; whether they sing 
with a strong and powerful and melodious voice, or whether 
their voice is frail and faulty! God bless all those who lead 
our singing upon instruments! May our schools and Sunday- 
schools, our churches and our homes, ever resound with a joyful 
noise unto the God of our salvation! S. 


Faith in a Doubter. — Even doubters would like to be sure 
of some things. Their foot would like to rest somewhere. Many 
of them therefore look for some giant in the realm of science or 
literature to whom to pin their faith. To multitudes of these 
poor, restless, doubting, searching men Darwin has seemed to 
besa very anchor of the soul. Jven such brilliant scientists as 
Spencer, Huxley, Lyall, Hooker, and others, together with hosts 
of small followers, have clung to this man Darwin and to his 
theories as to the one safe bet before the race of life is over. 

These people declare that they cannot find it in themselves 
in our enlightened age to believe that “a hand reached down 
from heaven” and formed man of the dust of the ground and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, so that man became 
a living soul. If that cannot be believed, “there is no alter- 
native but to believe that in some way men arose out of the 
antecedent animal life of the globe”; in other words, that “man 


is the result of the process of evolution, and that all other 


existing forms of life, vegetable and animal, are a product of 
the same movement.” Darwin propougded this theory and set 
himself the task of pointing out everything and every process 
that would substantiate this his marvelous guess. And now 
comes John Burroughs in an article in the Atlantic Monthly 
and tells us this: — 

‘Darwin was as far from being as sure of the truth of 
Darwinism as many of his disciples were and still are. He said 
in 1860, in a letter to one of his American correspondents: 
T have never for a moment doubted that, though I cannot see 
my errors, much of my book (The Origin of Species) will be 
proved erroneous.” Again he said, in 1862: ‘I look at it as 
absolutely certain that very much in the Origin will be proved 
rubbish.’ ” 

What fools men become when “they profess themselves to be 
wise”! (Rom. 1,22.) Here are these wise men of the world, 
these scientific specialists, insisting that. we must accept the 
theory of evolution of which Darwin thought that it was worth 
looking into and should be thoroughly tested, but which he 
scarcely dared to believe himself. Upon the dark minds of un- 
believers, the boldness and comprehensiveness of the guess of 
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Darwin exerted a powerful appeal. They rejoiced over this 
apparent solution of the world’s problem as one rejoices over 
great spoil. They forgot that even the theory of evolution does 
not solve the problem of how much chance or how much pre- 
determination there is in these processes of evolution. Darwin 
himself never dared to commit himself entirely on this question. 


In our day Prof. Osborn declares that it is a biological dogma 


that life with all its myriad forms is a result of chance. Of 
this theory John Burroughs writes: — . 

“According to the selectionists’ theory chance gave the 
bird its wings, the fish its fins, the porcupine its quills, the skunk 
is fetid secretion, the cuttlefish its ink, the swordfish its sword, 
the electric eel its powerful battery; it gave the giraffe its 
long neck, the camel its hump, the horse its hoof, the ruminants 


their horns and double stomachs, and so on.- According to 
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purpose, have found nothing better than evolution. But we 
Christians have a far, far better light than reason. We have 
that “true light which lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world.” We have that explanation of creation which the Creator 
Himself has given to us in the Bible, and we are so little in 
doubt as to its truth and certainty, so confident are we that all 
is and will be even as our gracious God has revealed it to us, 
that we say with St.Paul: “I know in whom I have believed, 
and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto Him against that day.” There is no note of 
uncertainty in that confession. Darwin felt that he had reasons 
to doubt his own conclusions. We feel that we have the very 
best reasons for believing the Word of God even more firmly 
than we do believe it. 

Lord, increase our faith! S. 
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Board of Directors and Committee of St. Louisans Inspecting Sites for Concordia Seminary, September 23, 1920. 


Weissman it gave us our eyes, our ears, our hands with the 
fingers and opposing thumb, it gave us all the complicated and 
wonderful organs of our bodies, and all their circulation, res- 
piration, digestion, assimilation, secretion, excretion, reproduc- 
tion. All we are, or can be, the selectionist credits to Natural 
Selection.” 

And Burroughs tells us that Darwin said that the eye made 
him shudder when he tried to account for it by Natural Selec- 
tion. Oh, there was some honesty in Darwin still! 

And do these evolutionists expect us to give up the positive 
affirmations of God Himself, the truth of which has been estab- 
lished by the test of many centuries, for the sake of those 
theories which made even the greatest of them all, Darwin, 
shudder,.and which he, the greatest of them all, thought might 
turn out to be rubbish after all? 

We understand very well that those who have used that 
wenk little light, human renson, to explore therewith the secrets 
of the universe, its inception, its development, and its final 





Our Illustrations. — At its recent convention our Synod 
resolved to move Concordia Seminary from its present crowded 
location to some other place in or near St. Louis. On the 23rd 
of September the Synodical Board of Directors met at St. Louis 
and, together with a local committee, inspected a number of 
sites for the new plant. The tour of inspection took them from 
the extreme south to the extreme north of the city, and to various 
outlying towns. Dinner was taken at Overland, where the ladies 
of the congregation had prepared a fine meal. The pictures 
reproduced in this issue were taken at the Overland church. 
No definite choice of a site was made by the Board, but the 
oceasion, being the first step in the greatest building propo- 
sition ever approached by a Lutheran body, seemed so momen- 
tous that arrangements were made to obtain pictures of the 
group. Aside from the historic occasion many of our people 
will like to know what the Board of Directors looks like. Well, 
here they are, and here are the St. Louisans who spent with them 
an unforgetable day on September twenty-third. G. 


eae 


330 THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. 








Outlook and Review. 


WASHINGTON LETTER. 


The eyes of the nation just now are fixed on Ohio, which 
will furnish the next president, whether the democratic, repub- 
lican, or prohibition candidate wins. Now and then some im- 
portant ovent takes place which recalls the fact that Washington 
is still the National Capital and Mr. Wilson is still with us. 
The Secretary of State, Mr. Colby, recently attached his sig- 
nature to one of the most important documents in the history 
of our nation, the Nineteenth Amendment, which granted 
women the right of suffrage. The suffragettes, however, were 
very much disappointed at Mr. Colby. They had staged many 
a@ spectacular affair, and the occasion of the signing of this 
document, which in their mind is to give woman her paradise, 
was to outdo them all. A representative delegation, veterans 
of many battles, was to be present, in gala attire. A special 
pen was to be given the Secretary for his signature, and the 
whole scene was to be perpetuated in a movie for the admiration 
of gencrations yet unborn and most likely never to be born. 
Mr. Colby frustrated their great plans by quietly signing the 
amendment in the privacy of his own home, at an early hour, 
when most of them were having their breakfast in bed. He will 
never be forgiven, and if it depends on their vote, he will never 
have a chance at the presidency. 

It was rather disgusting how both parties fell all over them- 
selves in the last hour trying to get the credit of passing the 
amendment. Of course, this was, done to obtain the women’s 
vote. The Roman Catholic Church lost no time in getting their 
women into line. Cardinal Gibbons had vehemently opposed the 
amendment, but hardly had the ink dried on the document, 
when he came out with a pastoral exhortation that, now that 
the right had been conferred, it became the duty of Catholic 
women to exercise it. The Catholic Women’s Council, which 
met here two weeks ago, took steps to conserve and direct the 
vote of Catholic women. There may be some justification in 
granting the right of suffrage to unattached females, who have 
no male representative, but as far as married women are con- 
cerned, it may undermine that grand ideal relation between 
husband and wife which is the basis of respect and true domestic 
happiness, and add to the influences which are making marriage 
unstable and divorce common. The sects will soon have no nced 
of commemorating Mother’s Day. Many women will be so busy 
about voting and political office that the home and children will 
have no attraction for them, and American mothers and chil- 
dren, like Christian charity, will be a rarity. The suffragettes 
expect, now that women can vote, the millennium will soon 
be here. We fear that they will be bitterly disappointed. 

We have been thinking of late how few men of the Synod- 
ical Conference have attained to high office in the national 
government; in recent years, only one. This is strange when 
we consider their number, and that many have reached a prom- 
inent place in the industrial, manufacturing, business, and pro- 
fessional world and stand high in their community. Is this due 
merely to backwardness, or to indifference to their civic duties, 
or to an absorption in their own personal affairs? We recently 
heard the charge made by some Puritan relatives in an Indiana 
cominunity, where our Lutherans are in the majority, that there 
is a lack of interest in civie and publie affairs on their part. 
If this is true, it is to be regretted. Even though we Christians 
have, in the words of St. Paul, “our citizenship in heaven” 
(Phil. 3, 20), still we also have a citizenship in an earthly com- 
monwealth, and God wants us to be conscientious in the per- 
formance of our civic duties as well (Matt. 22,21). Just at this 
crisis our dear country needs us very much, and we can render 
most valuable service for true Americanism. The constitutional 
principles of the complete separation of Church and State and 
of freedom of speech, of press, and of religion, aro in grent 
danger. In theory they are praised, in practise often flagrantly 
violated. There is an evil tendency, growing in strength, to 
oppress freedom of specch, of press, and religion, and to have 
tho State do things which are not its affair, but the work of the 
Church, as, for instance, religious instruction; and, on the other 
hand, to insist on the Church doing things which are not in its 
sphere, but the business of tho State, as Americanization work. 
Unfortunately, we are between the devil and the deep sea, be- 
tween Romanism and Puritanism; the former will not, and the 





latter cannot, keep Church and State separate, as intended by 
our Constitution. Romanism is obsessed to secure political 
prestige and public funds for its sectarian work. Puritanism 
Inbors hard to use the State and to secure legislation in the 
interest of Christian principles and church-work, as Sunday, 
prohibition, and other laws. We have had occasion to speak 
against infringement both on the part of Romanism and Puri-; 
tanism. We, however, were looked upon as uttering peculiar 
sentiments, when, in fact, we were upholding the very funda: 
mentals of the United States Constitution. The popular mind 
is simply befuddled and no longer seems to be able to distinguish 
clearly the function of Church and the function of State. 

Not for 2 moment do we want our Church to enter the field 
of politics and lose its Scriptural enst, or in any way make 
efforts to shape legislation. We want no special favors or any 
public funds, but only a rigid maintenance of the constitutional 
principle of separation of Church and State and of the freedom 
of speech, of press, and of religion —true Americanism, the 
foundation and life of our glorious Republic and its free in- 
stitutions. To the maintenance of these we may well devote 
ourselves as citizens in these disturbed days. Men are needed 
in office who are truly American in the sense of our great 
Constitution, and have the moral courage to uphold its prin- 
ciples at all costs. Now that the new amendment has conferred 
suffrage on women, it behooves also our women to excrcise it, 
even though they may not have been in favor of it. It is 
dangerous, and great harm will eventually result, if we leave 
tho field to others. 


Washington, D. C. J. Freperic WENCHEL. 


THE AMERICAN LESION. 


The American Legion held its second annual convention 
in Cleveland September 27—29. It was a gathering of peculiar 
interest to our Synod, as will be shown later. The Legion is 
a patriotic organization, made up of soldicrs who fought in the 
recent war. Fighting side by side, as they did, during tho long. 
eventful months, it is not surprising that they wish to perpet- 
uate the memory of those stirring days by forming a nation- 
wide organization. From the first, the leaders of the Legion, 
knowing that true Americanism means separation of things 
civic from things religious, decided that the new organization 
ought to be purely patriotic, and not mix in political and re- 


ligious questions. 


The Legionnaires began to arrive on Sunday. On Monday 
afternoon, after a morning of business, the parade took place. 


.Twenty thousand men were in line. Disabled soldiers were 


carried in automobiles. 

The business sessions were held in the Hippodrome. The 
lower floor, marked off into sections, each with the name of the 
State or dependency overhead, was occupied by 1,156 voting 
delegates. The galleries were given over to visitors. Com- 
mander Franklin D’Olier presided. He made a fine presiding 
officer, stating the business of the day in clear, decided toncs, 
and maintaining order like a seasoned parliamentarian. A spirit 
of buoyancy was in the air. If a delegate rose and voiced a 
popular idea, a roar of cheers greeted him. If his proposal 
proved unpopular, a storm of disapproval was hurled at him, 
until the commander’s gavel restored order, and the humbled 
speaker continued. All went with snap. Debate was limited, 
and to the point. 


The Ritual Question. 


The matter of particular interest to Lutherans was the 
ritual question. Some feared that influence was being exerted 
to make the Legion a secret, oath-bound society, with religious 
trimmings. In fact, such a ritual had been drawn up and 
printed, but had not been approved. Believing that by thus 
dabbling in religion, that the principle of separation of religious 
and civic things was violated, and that one of the fundamental 
principles of true Americanism and good Lutheranism was thus 
endangered, our Synod appointed a committee, consisting of 
Prof. W. H. T. Dau, the Rev. Wm: Schoenfeld, and the Rev. 
Alfred Doerffler, who began their work early in 1919. The com- 
mittce at present consists of the Revs. Sicck and Doerfiler, and of 
Prof. Dau and Pres. Fritz (advisory). Our representatives met 
with prominent Legionnaires and ‘others, and endeavored to 
show them that such a ritual, with religious features, should 
not be adopted, but that the Legion’s ceremonies should be 
purely patriotic. 

Just before the Legion met in Cleveland, a subcommittee, 
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consisting of Pastor H. W. Bartels and the undersigned, was 
asked to attend the convention, and to endeavor to get a hearing, 
either before the committee or the convention, and state the 
position of the 40,000 Lutheran boys of the Missouri Synod who 
fought under the flag, and who objected to the proposed form 
of ritual. This local committee was treated courteously by vari- 
ous prominent Legionnaires, and Pastor Bartels was given a 
hearing. 
A Lutheran Legionnaire Takes a Stand. 


Among those at the convention was Mr. CO. Otto Holtmann, 
of Evansville, Ind. Mr. Holtmann is a Post Commander, and 
he stands high among his comrades in the Indiana delegation. 
Ho is likewise a faithful member of one of our Missouri Synod 
congregations in Evansville, and a young man who. is able to 
give a reason for the hope that is in him. When he heard of 
the proposed ritual, which included religious features, and 
prayers in which the name of our Lord Jesus Christ was left 
out, Mr. Holtmann rose before the post under his command. 
He did not hang his head, nor apologize for his Lutheran faith, 
nor did he declare that we Missouri Synod Lutherans must 
change our ways. Not a bit of it! He is a clear thinker and 
& convincing speaker. In a direct, manly way he told his 
comrades that true Americanism stands for a complete separa- 
tion of civil and religious affairs. Likewise he stated that the 
proposed ritual, with its deistic prayers, is opposed to true 
Christianity, and to the faith which he holds. Then he de- 
celared, if this ritual, with its religious trimmings, and its prayer 
which does not recognize tho Trinity, goes through, he would 
be forced for conscience’ sake to resign his office and withdraw 
from the Legion. 

Mr. Holtmann’s speech commanded profound respect. Not 
& comrade snecred at him. On the contrary, they admired their 
commander, who showed himself as courageous in his religious 
convictions as he was brave in war. ; 

Mr. Holtmann was put on the committee which had in 
chargo the matters of permanent organization and ritual. 
Again he stated his case clearly and convincingly. Pastor 
Bartels, as spokesman for the local committee of Lutherans, 
was called in, and given a hearing. He mado known the Lu- 
theran position, and called attention to the fact that 40,000 
Missouri Synod young men are involved. 

The result was that the committee recommended that the 
name “Post Ritual” be changed to “Post Ceremonies.” The 
Legion, they recommended, ought to be of a simple, patriotic 
character, and a man placed on honor, rather than on an oath; 
that there be no altar in the post-room, that prayers, if any, 


‘ be optional, and that the religious service at the burial of 


Legionnaires be conducted by the pastors of the deceased. This 
report was accepted by the convention, and a committee author- 
ized to put these things into definite form. This committee 
will report next year, at Kansas City. 

There will be a feeling of intense relief among our people 
to hear that the features which would have proved objectionable 
to our 40,000 Lutheran boys are eliminated, and that the Legion 
maintains a purely patriotic, or civic character. 

The local committee is also pleased to state that they found 
the Legion ready to give a respectful hearing to such matters, 
and that if our Lutheran boys find that anything is contrary 
to true religious principles, that the Legion and its officers will 
give them a sympathetic hearing, and stand ready to do the 


right thing by them. 
Cleveland, O. F. R. WEBBER. 


PERSECUTION AS PUBLICITY. 


“The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church.” This 
old truth is finding another proof in the present movement to 
abolish all private and parochial schools in the State of Mich- 
igan. True, no swords nor sabers, no powder nor pistols have 
been used in the fight, no blood has flowed, and so there were 
no martyrs in the narrow sense of the word. But the above adage 
has become true in a wider sense. Paraphrased and modernized 
it might be made to read: “Persecution of the Church is pub- 


licity for the Church.” 


At the Septomber Pastoral Conference of Detroit and 
vicinity the various pastors present reported the experience their 
schools have had at the opening of the now school-year. Did 
most of the parents of our congregations transfer their children 
to the public school because they feared that the Lutheran 
schools would be closed during the coming school-year? Have 
non-Lutheran parents withheld their children from the schools 


which in some quarters were branded as un-American? Noth- 
ing of the kind! All reports were to this effect: “A greater 
number of pupils reccived than in former years.” 

To be fair, it must be admitted that there is a great shortage 
of schools in Detroit. Many children in the public schools are 
“on half sessions.” Even some fifth-grade pupils attend school 
only half a day. But this is not the only reason for the in- 
creased number of children in our Lutheran schools. Highland 
Park, the city-island within and surrounded by Detroit, has 
enough room in its schools for all children, even taking care 
of several hundred Detroit children. Still Grace Church, which 
is ‘oh o_o Park, also reports quite an increase in its parish 
school. 

The fact is that the agitation against our schools in the 
State of Michigan has been a great advertisement for our 
schools. To use a worn phrase, the proposed school amendment 
proved a boomerang in the hands of our enemics. Or to use 
the language of Scripture, “they made a pit, and digged it, and 
are fallen into the ditch which they made.” (Ps. 7, 15.) 

The writer can best speak for his own school. Out in 
Hamtramck, the: village-island within the borders of Detroit, 
we have a still struggling mission congregation of 35 voting and 
about 200 communicant members. This mission has always. had 
a school remarkable for its size and for its real mission char- 
acter. But this year it has broken its own record. At present 
there are nearly 140 pupils on the school-roster. No, our mem- 
bers haven’t families that are large. There are exactly 25 chil- 
dren of voting members in school; there are 70 pupils whose 
parents (or one of the parents) are communicant members of 
the church. Just about half of our school-children, however, 
come from homes where neither father nor mother is connected 
with our Church. Truly, a mission-school! 

The school is in reality an English Lutheran school, only 
an optional course in German reading and writing being given 
in the closing period of the day. Besides names of German 
extraction, also purely English names are found in the school 
records, such as Bowman, Hill, Pommerenck, Potter, Stoner, 
Withmer, and others; also “foreign” names, as Botte and 
Leinard, four little Frenchmen; and Duschenka, Dumak, 
Dworsky, Dziadosz, Kosiba, Luptak, Melarski, Surma, Won- 
schuk, little men and women whose Slavic blood is beyond 
a doubt. To tell the Bible stories to these children in the 
language common to all, to teach them Luther’s Catechism, to 
drill Bible texts and Lutheran hymns with them day by day, 
is indeed a great privilege and a great opportunity, for which 
we must thank God. At the same time our school gives us 
a fine chance to do mission-work also among the parents of 
tho children. “One of the first days of school Melburn came 
home and said to me: ‘Thou shalt have no other gods before Me.’ 
I said: ‘Where did you hear that? He said: ‘Why, that’s the 
First Commandment. I learned that at school.’ That tickled 
me so. I was twelve years old when I heard that for the first 
time.” ‘Thus one mother expressed herself when we were mak- 
ing our rounds among the parents of our mission-children. 

May the Lord shield our Lutheran schools in this State 
and in every District of our beloved Synod, and may He give 
us the vision to see the need of English Lutheran schools, and 
the will and the way to establish and maintain them! 

Detroit (Hamtramck), Mich. Car. A. GIESELER. 


ENROLMENT AT MISSOURI SYNOD INSTITUTIONS. 


On October first the following enrolment had been reported 
from the various seminaries and colleges of our Synod: — 


Total New 

Enrolment. Entrants. 
Bets as & & mincecreriuevnrenmoiin w 0 aeons 371 76 
Springheld: ss vassnewesss ss owas - 150 28 
River Forest Normal School..... 231 72 
Seward Normal School ......... 115 34 
Fort Wayne College .......... -. 240 82 
ATUWROKGG oss c é ceca wawneses 6s cas 190 69 
ELS. Ae OR, eee 163 61 
CONGITOIS, o006 56 csewnwnes ce 8 KeD 120 36 
Bronxville ........... Senin Bitin aa 161 §2 
Winfield ......... oMcennE He's 8 « OO 160 52 
Oakland: si0ss.88 sk Rcaaewe 5b & Re 66 29 
POTEIGNE wonwss ss cxnmeameses as 19 10 
CONOVER seesaw « i boee eens s 61 18 
Totals....... .. 2,037 619 


These institutions in 1918 had an enrolment of 1,919 students. 
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Lutheran Daywews Deague. 


(EvrroriaL Note. — By arrangement with the L. L. L. Campaign 
Committee, this column is conducted by Rev. Karl G. Schlerf as Spe- 
cial Campaign Correspondent.) 


Heb. 6,10: “For God is not unrighteous to forget your 
work of love, which ye have showed toward His name, in that 
ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister.” 

1 Cor. 12, 25.26: “That there should be no schism in the 
body, but that the members should have the same care for one 
another. And whether one member suffer, all the members 
suffer with it; or one member be honored, all the members re- 
joice with it.” 

When the Church ordains a man to the Gospel-ministry, 
she says to him: “You minister to us in spiritual things, and 
we will care for you in material things.” This is the day of 
opportunity. All the promises of our heavenly Father are as 
true as the eternal Gospel verities, and are in force to-day. 
Ministering to the needs of those who break the Bread of Life 
to us, will not be forgotten and, moreover, it is the will of God 
that all shall do their proportionate share in this work, in order 
that all may be edified and all may be partakers in the promise. 
As yet there is much inequality among us. 

Some time ago three mothers were interviewed, and the 
reason asked why they would not send their boys to study for 
the ministry. The result is related in the Lutheran: — 

“J just ‘happened in’ on one of these conversations in which 
the ladies were talking sympathetically about a pastor who had 
suffered a paralytic stroke and was permanently disabled. He 
had done very good work for about twenty years, and had greatly 
improved the parishes in which he had labored. He had really 
labored, and his wife, like most clergymen’s wives, had not only 
made him a home and been the mother of children, but she had 
done a lot of valuable church-work. There is no division of 
profits or assignment of a share of increased assets in church- 
government. Hence, after a score of years of labor, this family 
had no reserve and no source of income. 

“A second family referred to, one of seven in all, was con- 
fronted by a sudden change which compelled the husband, the 
pastor, to relinquish his active ministry. He was doing work of 
a distinctive character, and his years of specializing at the call 
of the Church had narrowed his capacity for general congre- 
gational administration. I would not like to tell you the hard- 
ships that family endured for four or five years, until the older 
children could go to work. 

“A third case came up — one brings on another, you know. 
In this instance the pastor had been in his parish an unusually 
long time. It had grown from less than 50 to more than 700. 
The salary was meager during all these years; but when age 
came on, the man offered his resignation. The congregation 
immediately discovered that it could call his successor at a de- 
cided increase of pay, and provide a suitably equipped parsonage 
for his home. The man who had developed them to this stage 
of commendable ability was left to shift for himself. He has 
.a wife to care for, and children not yet entirely educated. These 
three ‘cases’ were mentioned in this one conversation. I could 
have added a few more of which I have direct or indirect in- 
formation.” 

The $3,000,000 Endowment Fund will remedy such matters. 
Help it along! 





GOOD NEWS! 

From the far-away Pacific coast comes the good news that 
the California and Nevada District, which had held the second 
place in the Endowment Fund Campaign, went “over the top” 
on September 21, 1920. This District is not content with having 
reached its full quota, but gives us the assurance that it will 
now go after “first honors.” : 


THE DEAD SEA. 

What makes the Dead Sea dead? Because it is always re- 
ceiving, — never giving. 

A FEW LETTERS FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION. 

‘We would like to help the good cause of the L. L. L. along, 
but have had three years of drought, and that is pretty hard. 
But God has been with us and kept sickness from our door, 
and furthermore has blessed us with a healthy daughter last 
year, 80 you sce we are rich. Now, our little girl has saved 


a few nickels and pennies, and we are sending them to help 
a little. We have no pastor out here, but Rev. ——, of ——, 
comes out here once a month in the summer. There are just 
two Lutheran families out here. We did not know where to 
send the money, so will ask you to send it to the right place, 


please. Yours truly, 
” 


“T would gladly send more, but have, been sick for more 
than twelve years and unable to do anything in all that time. 
I am at present in a sanitarium.” 

(Nore.— The fee for regular membership was enclosed.) 


“Received your letter in March, and also received another 
the 25th of July. I was very glad to receive them and to know 
you are doing such wonderful work, and I am sorry that I neg- 
lected to write to you before. I was unable to send you anything 
in March, and am sorry to say I cannot send you anything now. 
But I shall send you a money order in the near future. 

“In February I left my home to take up this training, and 
some day I hope to earn good money. We get only ten dollars 
a month while in training, but go on a salary the last six months, 
and then I shall send you my first check. It has always been 
a pleasure to give all I could to my Church, and also to those in 
need. I shall not forget to send you my first check. 


“T remain, as ever, 
+) J 


_ We have on file a letter from a far-away State worth 
printing: 

“Shall I relate to you the story of enclosed check for $20? 
Up to a year ago I had —— in charge as missionary. When 
the campaign was on, I reluctantly decided to ask their support. 
They were such a small flock of 15 communicants, and many 
a time after my eight years’ service there I went home with 
a heavy heart, thoroughly discouraged. Well, I did tell them 
after an evening service all about the L. L. L. collection. I guess 
the Lord wanted to help me, for it was not my talk that started 
matters, but when the time came for promises, a working girl 
quictly said, ‘I will give $10, and my sister will do the same.’ 
Then matters were easy and we raised about $85. Mr. ——, the 
sender of enclosed check, gave me $10, and I told him, since 
he had all kinds of hard luck, that this was sufficient as his 
share. But he thought otherwise. Since then he has lost his 
young wife, leaving him three very young children to provide 
for, but yet he sends these $20. This was very touching and 
will serve to encourage you and us and to get you and us over 
bumps and rough spots until the goal is reached.” 

Come, young members of the church, do likewise. Giving 
penerouely unto the Lord you will find a joy never experienced 
efore. 

Come, members of the church who have not as yet con- 
tributed to this just cause, bring your offerings. For years 
you have sat at the feet of faithful pastors and teachers, who 
have broken to you the Bread of Life; now live up in gratitude 
to the words of the apostle, “Let him that is taught in the Word 
communicate unto him that teacheth in all good things.” 

Come, members of the church who have given the first time 
and the sccond time — try it this third time and experience 
more and more that “it is more blessed to give than to receive.” 


A SUGGESTION. 


There are hundreds of generous people in our Lutheran 
churches who are sometimes perplexed and distressed because it 
is difficult to find cases in which they can be sure their gifts 
will be rightly applied. 

We would suggest to them this fund. 

“Charity” is not the word. The Veterans of the Cross are 
brethren of our household and cannot be disregarded because 
they are old. Wo know a kind-hearted master by his affection 
for his old servants, and a loyal-hearted man by his love for 
his old teacher; may we not know the Lutheran Church by its 
care for its Veterans of the Cross? 


GREAT THINGS. 


It is well to expect great things of God; for none can ever 
ask too much. 

But it is also right and salutary to attempt great things 
for God; for none can ever attempt too much for the Lord’s 
kingdom and His glory. 

LuTHERAN LAYMEN’S LEAGUE. 
Home Office: 730 First Wisconsin National Bank Bldg., 
Milwaukee, Wis. 
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New Publications. 





The following new tracts and reprints have been received from 
cn American Lutheran Publicity Burcau, 22 E. 17th St., New York 
ity: — 

1. The Glories of the Lutheran Church. By Arthur Brunn. 

— Points out the distinctive features of the Lutheran Church as 

a Church which stands for the authority of the Holy Scriptures, 

and which sets forth in its fulness the doctrine of Justification 
by Faith. 


2. This Do! How Often? — A Communion tract which states 
the reasons for frequent use of the Sacrament of the Altar. 


3. Baptism. By Theodore Kuehn.— Sets forth the essence of 
the Scriptural doctrine concerning Baptism. 


4. The Bible Church. By Arthur Brunn. — Treats the Lu- 
theran Church as the Bible Church. 


5. What Is This Evolution? — Summarizes the arguments 
against the doctrine of Evolution. 


6. Am I Converted? By Theo. Graebner.— A reprint of the 
tract Conversion, somewhat abbreviated. 


These tracts and others, a complete list of which will be fur- 
nished upon request, will be sent free of charge by the Lutheran 
Publicity Bureau. It is the intention of the Bureau to secure a wide 
dissemination of its tracts during the present month, the week of 
October 24 being suggested for general observation as Tract Distri- 
bution Weck. In the September issue of the American Lutheran 
the Bureau announces that a quarter million of tracts have been 
ordered from the printers. Its appeal sums up the matter thus: 
“Four hundred years ago the market was being flooded with tracts 
from the pen of the great Reformer, and these tracts had a decided 
influence on every phase of human life. The children.of the Refor- 
mation should be no less zealous in the spreading of the heavenly 
truths. Friends, get busy! Observe the week preceding the Refor- 

“mation Festival in the manner suggested by the Tract Committee! 


Can the Secular State Teach Religion? A Question for Parents, 
Pedagogs, and Politicians to Consider. By W. dH. T. Dau. 
The American Luther League, Fort Wayne, Ind. 16 pages, 
3144 6. Price, 4 cts. 


The American Luther League in July brought out a tract by 
Prof. Dau entitled, Whose Is the Child? which has been called by one 
reviewer “the best tract of its kind ever printed.” The tract in 
a masterful manner proved that the citizen does not exist for the 
State, but the State for the citizen; that the education of a child 
must recognize the immortal and accountable nature of the child; 
that Christian parents must mect their religious obligation to their 
children; that there is no substitute for religion in a true system 
of education; that the State must not abridge the rights of parents 
in the education and schooling of children; and that true Ameri- 
canism is fostered in Christian schools not conducted by the State. 
This tract has now been followed by another, announced above. It 
first states the scope of the question, then gives a condensed review 
of education in the early colonies. Section 3 treats the constitu- 
tional provisions bearing on public education in the United States. 
Section 4 passes in review the actions of legislatures and decisions 
of State supreme courts, all of them clearly retlecting the American 
doctrine that the public school should be a purely secular institu- 
tion; ‘The last section deals with the movements which threaten 
a reversal of the time-honored American policy. 

In its announcement of the tract the American Luther League 
says: “The publishers offer a novel plan for distributing this tract. 
If they are furnished the addresses of such as are to receive the 
tract, they agree to mail the tract direct to the addressee under 
two-cent postage at the rate of six cents per copy. Remittance must 
accompany such orders.” G. 


Modern Theosophy, Whence? WhatP Whither? An exposition 
and a refutation, with corrective Bible-teaching. By A4fersene 
Elon Sloan. The Way Press, St. Paul, Minn. 1920. 80 pages, 
57. Price, 35 cts. 


An excellent statement of the doctrines and practises of that 
most subtle, active, and destructive teaching, called modern theos- 
ophy. ‘The author writes from years of close study, wide reading, 
personal observation at close range, and, as he informs us, of a half 
century of actual experience with the occult and spiritistic.” The 
booklet is incisively critical—a searching analysis of the claims of 
theosophy. Mr. Sloan finds in theosophy a developed system of diab- 
olism, essentially the same as spiritism, with some additions from 
Hindoo superstition. We recommend this tract to all those who 
must contend with the proselyting activities of modern theosophy. 
Aside from the author’s conception of Antichrist, we can find no 
fault with the doctrinal position and argument of the book. G. 
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Misrellanenus. 


Ordinations and Installations. 


Ordained under authorization of the respective District 
Presidents: — 
On 2d Sunday after Trinity: Candidate V. Brugge in Trinity 
Church, Memphis, Tenn., by Pastor M. J. Brueggemann. 
On 15th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate J. Hannewald in 
Bethlehem Church, Baltimore, Md., by Pastor G. Spilman. 
On 16th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate E. C. Knoernschild 
in Christ Church, Augusta, Mo., by Pastor A. Kollmorgen. 


Ordained and installed under authorization of the respec- 
tive District Presidents: — 

On 5th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate BE. Wolfram in the 
congregation at Optimo, N. Mex., by Pastor C. F. Schmid. 

On 13th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate R. Lammers in the 
parish Raton, N. Mex., by Pastor C. F. Schmid. 

On 15th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate Th. Kleinhans in 
the congregations at Grindstone, Creighton, and Pedro, S. Dak., by 
Pastor C. F. Kellermann. — Candidate A. Schroeder in the congre- 
gations at Kongsberg and Max, N. Dak., by Pastor A. H. Grumm. 
— Candidate W. Schocnow in the congregation near Au Gres, Mich., 
by Pastor H. J. Ricthmeier.— Candidate W. H. Brunjes in Im- 
manuel Church, Haxtum, Colo., by Pastor F. W. Hein. — Candidate 
M. G. Brammer in the congregation at Humboldt, Minn., by Pastor 
H. Schumacher. — Candidate G. Kettner in the congregation at Dur- 
ham, Kans., by Pastor M. Senne. — Candidate K. Leimer in the con- 
gregation at Lone Wolf, Okla., by Pastor O. Kretzmann. 

On 16th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate L. Grueber in St. 
Paul’s Church, Holstein, Nebr., by Pastor A. W. Wilk. — Candidate 
Mf. Kunde in the congregations at Star City, Spooner, and Lost River, 
Sask., Can., by Pastor C. J. Nuernberg. 


Installed under authorization of the respective District 
Presidents: — 

On 9th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. E. O. Weiss in Imman- 
uel Church, Tilsit, Mo., by Pastor W. C. Krueger. 

On 10th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. E. Pautsoh in the con- 
gregation at El Paso, and in the evening in the congregation at East 
Peoria, Ill., by Prof. Fr. Streckfuss. 

On 12th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. H. M. Hansen in the 
congregation. at Lutherville, Ark., by Pastor H. F. Meyer. 

On September 1: Prof. O. B. Overn as professor of Concordia 
College, St. Paul, Minn., by Pastor F. Randt. 

On 14th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. P. Engelbert in St. 
Andrew’s Church, Buffalo, N. Y., by Pastor J. Sieck. 

On 15th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. A. H. Zimmer in St. 
Luke’s Church, Covington, Ill., by Pastor J. Hesemann.— The Rev. 
E. Sprengeler in St. John’s Church, Arlington Tp., Minn., by Pastor 
M. F. Abraham.—The Rev. IW. #. Henkel in Immanuel Church, 
Van Wert, and, in the afternoon, in St. Paul’s Church, Convoy, O., 
by Pastor T. Zoch.—The Rev. A. Puscheck in the congregations 
at Melville and Fenwood, Sask., Can., by Pastor C. F. Wetzstein. — 
The fev. Wm. A. Braun in Mount Calvary Church, West Park 

Cleveland), O., by Pastor M. Ilse, Sr.— The Rev. H. B. Fehner in 
‘irst Ev. Luth. Church, Border Cities, Ont., Can., by Pastor A. H. A. 
Loeber. 

On 16th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. V. Brugge in St. John’s 
Church, Clarksville, Tex., by Pastor G. H. Hilmer.— The Rev. O. B. 
Voels in St. John’s Church, Ladysmith, Wis., by Pastor O. L. Messer- 
schmidt.— The Rev. C. J. Pritz in Trinity Church, Lowden, Lowa, 
by Pastor emeritus J. H. Brammer.— The Rev. A. W. J. Herbert 
in Bethlehem Church, Brooklyn, N.Y., by Pastor J. P. Riedel. — The 
Rev. M. Abraham in the congregation at Young America, Minn., by 
Pastor A. Baumhoefener. 

On 17th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. T. J. Mehl in St. John’s 
Church, Effingham, Ill., by Pastor E. L. Wittkopp.— The Rev. W. 7. 
Wolfram in St. John’s Church, May City, lowa, by Pastor E. Fiene. 
— The Rev. F. Worthmann in the congregation at Corder, Mo., by 
Pastor F. Rohlfing. 


Installed as teachers of parochial schools: — 

On 10th Sunday after Trinity: Teacher A. OC. Neumann as 
teacher of the school of Trinity Church, Worden, IIl., by. Pastor 
H. C. Kothe. 

On 11th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate W. Kersten as teacher 
the school of Zion Church, Tacoma, Wash., by Pastor Jul. Hucht- 


ausen. 

On 12th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate W. Fenske as teacher 
of the school of St. Paul’s Church, Unionville, Mich., by Pastor Fr. 
Wilkening. 

On 13th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate E. G. Licfer as teacher 
of the school of St. Stephen’s Church, Detroit, Mich., by Pastor H. A. 
Brauer. — Candidate J. T. Suhr as teacher of the school of Zion 
Church, near Hampton, Nebr., by Pastor C. F. Brommer. — Candidate 
P. G. Hinz as teacher of the school of St. Paul’s Church, Manawa, 
Wis., by Pastor R. A. Karpinsky. 
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On 14th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate H. A. Stahlecker as 
teacher of the school of St. Paul’s Church, Yorktown, Iowa, by Pas- 
tor C. Schroeder. — Candidate J. Gundermann as teacher of the 
school of Hope Church, Westcliffe, Colo., by Pastor O. Heerwagen. 
— Candidate A. Eismann as teacher of the school of St. James’s 
Church, Scottsbluff, Nebr., by Pastor W. Ludwig. — Candidate H. A. 
Krahn as teacher of the school of Salem’s Church, Farrar, Mo., by 
Pastor J. Krueger. — Candidate C. F. Obermueller as teacher of the 
school of Immanuel Church, near Seward, Nebr., by Pastor A. Merz. 
— Candidate E. Krentz as teacher of the school of Zion Church, Lin- 
coln, Mo., by Pastor H. M. Schreiner. — Candidate Fr. G. Weiss as 
teacher of the school of Trinity Church, Mount Clemens, Mich., by 
Pastor L. A. Wissmucller. — Candidate A. L. Engelhardt as teacher 
of the school of Holy Ghost Church, Fisherville, Ont., Can., by Pas- 
tor S. B. Eix.—Cundidate E. Ossko as teacher of the lower grades 
of the school of St. Mark’s Church, North Tonawanda, N. Y., 
Pastor P. Fretthold.— Candidate A. E. Pohland as teacher of the 
school of St. Paul’s Church, Laurium, Mich., by Pastor A. G. Som- 
mer. — Candidate Th. Tiemann as teacher of the school of Chriat 
Church, Verona Tp., Nebr., by Pastor Wm. Landgraf. — Candidate 
J. Wohklfcil as teacher of the lower grades of the school of Trinity 
Church, Lockport, N. Y., by Pastor H. Meier.— Teacher E. A. G. 
Muclicr as teacher of the school of Trinity Church, Janesville, Minn., 
by Pastor M. Winter.— Tcacher W. G. Homeier as teacher of the 
school of Trinity Church, Long Prairie, Minn., by Pastor R. Koehler. 
—Teacher E. A. B. Mueller as teacher of the school of Jehovah 
Church, Chicago, Ill., by Pastor A. W. Lussky. — Teacher H. A. In- 
singer as teacher of the branch school of Immanuel Church, St. 
Charles, Mo., by Pastor J. A. Friedrich. — Teacher L. J. Detjen as 
teacher of the upper grades of the school of Zion Church, Fairmont, 
Okla., by Pastor Hy. Mueller.— Teacher A. W. Lietz as teacher of 
the school of St. John’s Church, Alma, Kans., by Pastor F. A. Fischer. 
—Tcacher E. F. Wilkening as teacher of the school of St. Paul’s 
Church, Austin, Tex., by Pastor kK. G. Manz.— J'eaoher H. Schmic- 
ding as teacher of the school of Trinity Church, Great Bend, N. Dak., 
by Pastor T. Hinck.—(Tcacher E. Haase as teacher of the lower 
grades of the school of Trinity Church, Saginaw, Mich., by Pastor 
A. F. Bernthal. ’ 

On 15th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate W. P. Brawn as teacher 
of the school of Trinity Church, Arcadia, Mich., by Pastor Fr. Sievers. 
—Tcacher R. C. Walz as teacher of the school of Trinity Church, 
Sauk Rapids, Minn., by Pastor A. Agather.— Teacher M. O. Merz 
as teacher of the school of Trinity Church, Conklin, Mich., by Pastor 
C. F. Lederer. — 7 cacher E. W. Traugott as teacher of the school 
of St. Paul’s Church, near Lincoln, Kans., by Pastor H. D. Wacker. 
—Tcachcr A. Weber as teacher of the school of the congregation 
at Big Rapids, Mich., by Pastor H. Klausing. — Teacher C. W. Lin- 
senmann as teacher of the school of St. John’s Church, Forest Park, 
Ill., by Pastor M. Wagner.— Teachers O. E. Schroeter and C. R&. 
Nennert as teachers of the school of St. Paul’s Church, Indianapolis, 
Ind., by Pastor R. ¥. Zimmermann. 

On 16th Sunday after Trinity: Teacher M. E. Lorenz as teacher 
of the school of St. Salvator Church, Venedy, Ill., by Pastor W. C. 
Steinmann. 


Corner-Stone Laying. 


The following congregations laid the corner-stone of a new 
church: — 

On 14th Sunday after Trinity: St. Paul’s Church, Stamwood, 
Iowa (the Rev. W. G. Nagler, pastor).— Zion Church, Manning, 
Jowa (the Rev. J. Ansorge, pastor). —On 16th Sunday after Trin- 
ity: Trinity Church, Durham, Kans. (the Rev. G. Kettner, pastor), 


Dedications. 


Dedicated to the service of God: — 

Churches. — On 15th Sunday after Trinity: The renovated 

church of Trinity Congregation, Royal, Iowa (the Rev. W. T. Wolf- 
ram, pastor).—On 16th Sunday after Trinity: The new church of 
St. Paul’s Congregation, Battle Creck, lowa (the Rev. A. Rueber, 
pastor). — The new church of Bethlehem Congregation, Chicago, Il. 
(the Rev. Tr. Thieme, pastor). 
, Schools. — On 14th Sunday after Trinity: The new school of 
St. John’s Congregation, live Points, Ind. (the Rev. P. L. Wambs- 
ganss, pastor), —On 16th Sunday after Trinity: The new school 
of Trinity Church, near Jda Grove, Iowa (the Rev. H. Schwenk, pas- 
tor). — The new school of Immanuel Church, Rock Creek, near Bee- 
mer, Nebr. (the Rev. M. Leimer, pastor). 


Anniversaries. 


The following churches celebrated anniversary: — 
On 13th Sunday after Trinity: Immanuel Church, Honcy Creek, 
Mo. (the Rev. E. G. Bultmann, pastor), the 60th. — Trinity Church, 
Neelyville, Ill. (the Rev. J. Deterding, pastor), the 50th.—On 15th 
Sunday after Trinity: St. John’s Church, Alma, Kans. (the Rev. 
F. A. Fischer, pastor), the 50th.—On 14th Sunday after Trinity: 
St. Peter’s Church, Cushing, Okla. (the Rev. H. R. Wrede, pastor), 


the 27th. — On 13th Sunday after Trinity: Trinity Church, Gardner- 
ville, Nev. (the Rev. F. H. Menzel, pastor), the 25th.— On 15th Sun- 
day after Trinity: Trinity Church, Fort Wayne, Ind. (the Rev. G. W. 
I". Docge, pastor), the 25th.— Zion Church, Chebanse, lll. (the Rev. 
F. W. Sechausen, pastor), the 26th.— On 16th Sunday after Trinity: 
St. Paul’s Church, 7'own Clear Creek, Wis. (the Rev. G. A. Naumann, 
pastor), the 25th.—On 13th Sunday after Trinity: Immanuel Church, 
Ludell, Kans, (the Rev. P. J. Strege, pastor), the 10th. 





Mission-Festivals. 


On 7th Sunday after Trinity: Newell, S.Dak. Offering, $91.00. 
— On 9th Sunday after Trinity: Emmanuel, Sheridan, Wyo. Offer- 
ing, $70.93.—On 10th Sunday after Trinity: Immanuel, Garber, 
Okla. Offering, $171.00.—On llth Sunday after Trinity: nid, 
Okla. Offering, $256.50.— On 12th Sunday after Trinity: St. John’s, 
Covington, Okla. Offering, $153.54. — On 13th Sunday after Trinity: 
Gardnerville, Nev. Olfering, $200.00. — Kilbourn and Newport, Wis. 
Offering, $101.69.—On 14th Sunday after Trinity: Mount Hope, 
near Shelbyville, Mo. Offering, $101.00.—St. Peter's, Forestville, 
Wis. Offering, $294.28.—St. John’s, Iosco 7'p., Minn. Offering, 
$68.64.— On 15th Sunday after Trinity: Trinity, Sacramento, Cal. 
Offering, $75.50.— Greeley, Colo. Offering, $73.25.— Zion, Chip- 
pewea falls, Wis. Offering, $262.25.—St. John’s, Bishop Tp., Ill. 


Offering, $84.08. —St. John’s, Cypress, Tex. Offering, $100.00. —- 


On 16th Sunday after Trinity: Cartcr, S.Dak. Offering, $60.00. — 
Zion, Harvester, Mo. Offering, $135.68.— Zion, Macon, Mo. Offer- 
ing, $53.00. — St. John’s, Corinne, Sask., Can. Otlering, $106.20. — 
Trinity, Des Moines, lowa. Offering, $50.00. — Pocatello, Idaho. 
Offering, $25.00. — Batchtown, lll. Offering, $156.00. 





Conferences. 


The Pastoral Conference of Randolph and Monroe Counties 
meets, D.v., October 19 to 21 in Campbell Hill, Ill. Papers by the 
Revs. E. Schuessler, Schwermann, and E. Koch. Confessional ad- 
dress: Rev. E. Schuessler (Rev. R. Deye). Sermon: Rev. W. Koch 
4(Rev. Wildgrube). Announcement kindly requested. 

R. DEYE, Seo. 

The Pastoral Conference of Southern Idaho will meet, D. v., 
October 22 to 26 (noon to noon) at Clover City, Idaho. Papers will 
be read in the following order by the Revs. J. A. Schlichting, Schulze, 
Polack, Dannenfeldt, Fisher, Bernthal, Gihring, Kahle. Confessional 
address: Rev. Fisher (Rev. Gihring). Pastoral sermon (German): 
Rev. Meier (Revs. Polack, Schlichting). Get off train at Buhl. No- 
tify the resident pastor of your intended presence and time of ar- 
rival. H. A. Frisuer, Sec. 

The Wall Lake Conference will meet, D.v., October 26 and 27 at 
Odebolt, Iowa. A. Noack, Seo. 

The Northwestern Local Conference of Iowa will meet, D. v., 
October 26 ind 27 in Spencer, lowa (the Rev. E. Grummer, pastor). 
Papers by the Revs. Hoffmann, Frese, Wolfram, Daib, Andreae, and 
Horn. Confessional address: Rev. E. Hoffmann (Rev. W. Horn). 
Sermon: Rev. A. Cagann (Rev. J. Andreae). Please inform pastor 
loct whether or not you expect to attend. M. E. SEtTz, Sec. 

The Western [owa Teachers’ Conference will convene, D. v., 
October 27 to 29 at Germantown, Iowa. Announcements are to be 
made to F. E. Pauling, Paullina, Iowa. F. BE. Eacerpina, Sec. 

The Arkansas and West Tcnnessec Pastors’ and Teachers’ Con- 
ference will be held, D. v., from November 4 to 8 (inclusive). Novem- 
ber 8 will be devoted to a conference of the ministers and lay rep- 
resentatives of the congregations of our conference. Every congre- 
gation is requested to send a lay delegate. Requests for lodging will 
please be made as soon as possible. M. BRUEGGEMANN. 

The Southwestern Conference will meet, D. v., November 9 in 
Christ Church, Webster Groves, Mo. Opening service at 9 a. x, 
with Holy Communion. Papers: Distinction between “kingdom of 
God” and “the Church” (terms used in the Bible): Rev. Buchheimer. 
The Means of Grace (extracts from Dr. Pieper’s Dogmatics, Vol. II): 
Rev. Sommer. Letter to the Church in Pergamos: Rev. Luecke. 
Brethren who desire lodgings will please notify Rev. Luecke before 
November 1. Aua. G. Merz, See. 

The Northern Pastoral Confcrence of Northern Illinois will 
meet, D. v., November 9 to 11 in Rev. H. C. Richter’s congregation, 


Park Ridge, Ill. Essayists: Pastors W. Kowert, Heise, Gehrs, Hitze- . 


roth, Brauer, H. W. Meyer, Alf. Reinke, Sylvester, Seils. Confes- 
sional address: Pastor Detzer (Pastor Docderlein). Sermon: Pastor 
Brauer (Pastor Fechner). E. A. BRAUER, Sec. 


Election Notice. 


Prof. A. O. Leutheusser having declined the call to a professor- 
ship at our Concordia College, Fort Wayne, Ind., the Board of Elec- 
tors has elected Pastor Paul F. Bente, who has accepted our call. 
Instead of Pastor Herman W. Meyer, who twice declined our call, 
the Board of Electors has elected and called Pastor August Hardt, 
Prof. E. Schnedler has accepted the call extended to him. 

Fort Wayne, Ind., September 30, 1920. Aua. LANGE, 

Ohairman of Trustees. 
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Budget of the Ev. Luth. Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other 
States for the Year 1921. 


J]. Synodical Treasury .......ccccecececeeereeseuenes $285,000.00 
'2. General Home Mixsion os ta eeenennaene a Rae © RS aries 105,000.00 
3. Foreign Mission (East India and China)..........-. 95,000.00 
4. South American Mission ........c0cceeceeceeeeees 40,000.00 
5. European Mission ........0e0see0: @ necerercese 5 cacwinnd 10,000.00 
6. Deaf-mute Mission ......... mesessiigiermicauses 20,000,000 
7. Indian Mission ........+5+. cere ¥ 5 ee seecceececes 15,000.00 
8. Jewish Mission ........ccceceeseeecs oCNRe | cane 2,400.00 
9. Foreign-tongue Mission ........02-eeeecceeseseeces 12,000.00 
10. Immigrant and Seamen’s Mission .......+sceeeeers 9,100.00 
11. Board of Support .........-000- si CRmenswe Syaudanie - 100,000.00 
12. Negro Mission .....cccccccsccvccvcccccocecs wareecnsn 65,000.00 
13. General Relief ..... oeiy 6 4 twee guinea RMS Ce wines 5,000.00 
Total Budget...... $758,500.00 


Tixo. W. Ecxnart, Financial Secretary. 





Financial Report. 
Lutheran Church Board for Army and Navy. 


Mr. Fred H. Wolff, September 8, 1920. 
Treasurer, Lutheran Church Board 
for Army and Navy, U.S. A., 
Chicago, Illinois. 
Deag Siz: — 

Pursuant to engagement, we have made an audit of the books 
and accounts of the Lutheran Church Board for Army and Navy, 
U.S. A., for the period from May 1 to August 31, 1920. The finan- 
cial results shown therein for such period are summarized as fol- 
lows: — 


Main Office: — 


EXPENSES AND OTHER CHARGES. 


Salaries ..... eigrmyerers pediotoae\ ce Wek smiesn <a TY $ 414.25 
Stationery and office supplics .......-..-+-- 10.25 
Telephone, telegraph, postage, and exchange 4.82 
Legal expense .....seeeeesescoes cies. << one 
Ub cse 6 ¥ 6 crmeminmane s cee aincmaie a «SAGAS 2 - 104.00 
Board meeting expense ..........eeseeeeees - §.90 
Camp Pastors: — : 
Salaries os sas hes wesc ssc een wee cecsewcecs 1178.62 
Traveling, stationery, board, camp expenses, 
Cl Pree ry rere Ter ee 507.11 








lowing: — 

Land and buildings (Camp Sherman)....... ope 

Land (Camp Cody) chee eeeeeeeeees POMS SLANE: t sier743 
INCOME AND OTHER CREDITS. 

Interest on bank balances .........+++++ seen $226.09 

Proceeds from sale of organ previously written off _— 
as worthless .......ccccccreceenecerecenece : esas 

’ d otl harges over income and other 
RAT en secccmrmns svi visemes nt corte < «nixon AAT 
, Surplus, April 30, 1920 ...... csmenkad 6 RRAANWE 5 veseceee 47741.09 





Gross surplus. .....200 $36299.75 
Deduct amount paid to Evangelical Lutheran Synod ‘of Mis- 


° souri, Ohio, and Other States ........ reenter rc 25000.00 


Surplus, August 31, 1920, represented by cash on deposit 
Faith The Northern Trust Company, Chicago........- $11299.75 

The cash on deposit with The Northern Trust Company of Chi- 
cago was verified by certification of that bank. ; 

All ensh receipts of record were deposited in bank in a separate 
Treasurer’s account and properly accounted for, and all disburse- 
ments were made on vouchers approved and signed by the proper 
officers of the Board. The ‘correctness of the distribution to the 
various expense accounts was verified. 

There were no liabilities of record, August 31, 1920. 

Yours truly, 
Haskins & SELLs. 


Approved by Lutheran Church Board for Army and Navy, U.S. A. 
WrraM C. Koun, President. 
¥F. C. SrreuFegt, Sccretary. 

, Heney F. ROMRBMAN. 
Henry BOESTER. 
Treo H. Wotrr, 7'reasurer. 


Approved by Ev. Luth. Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States. 


WILLiaM SONLAKE. | Auditing 
PavL SCHULZE. Committee. 


Board of 
Directors. 


Notice to Correspondents. 


Communications bearing on the work of the Juvenile Literature 
Board continue to be addressed to the undersigned. The action of 
Synod at Detroit, by which, through a change in the proposed form 
of the By-Laws, all literary boards then existing were abolished, 
seems to have escaped the notice of such correspondents. See By- 
Laws, § 10 B. Tn. GRAEBNEB. 





Notices. 


Any one knowing of people that wish to settle in Tucson, Ariz., 
or vicinity, will please refer such to | 
Rev. W. F. Bertz, 721 N. Second Ave., Tucson, Ariz. 


If you know of Lutherans taking a course at the local Kansas 
State Agriculture College, kindly send their names and, if possible, 
Manhattan address to 

Rey. P. KAUFFELD, 312 Pierre St., Manhattan, Kans, 


The Referendum. 


We are pleased to report that upon our request to the clergy 
to cooperate in a referendum pertaining to the German Sunday- 
school leaflets and the publication of the new German edition of 
the Book of Lutheran Forms and Acts (Agende), up to September 15, 
the closing date, out of 3,000 2,573 responded. Ke herewith wish 
to express our sincere thanks to all who gave us their cooperation. 
No doubt, it will be a matter of interest to all, even to those who 
did not vote, to know the result. We are reprinting the questions 
ai upon, and the number of ballots cast for each point in ques- 
ion: — 

To publish a new edition of the Agende: 2,015. 

To republish the old edition: 545. 
* The type of the sample pages mailed for inspection is large 

enough: 1,049. 

The type is not large enough: 393. 

For divinity circuit binding: 785. 

For edition with leather-covered boards: 699. 

A price of $8.00 for this book would be too high: 342. 

The price of $8.00 would not be too high: 982. 


(A real cheap edition was recommended by 3; 2 suggested $9.00; 
18 estimated that $10.00 would not be an exhorbitant price. Of the 
2,783 cards received there were 13 who did not cast a ballot for or 
against the plan of publishing 2 new German edition.) 


Accordingly, the new Agende will be published similar to the 
sample pages mailed to the pastors. We shall most probably issue 
the book in both bindings. 

The price will be moderate. We are pleased to learn that the 
majority of those who cast their ballots are satisfied with a maxi- 
mum price of $8.00. , 

The result of the questionnaire concerning the publication of 
the Sunday-school leaflets in the German language in book form, 
was: 214 out of the 3,000 responded. 

With such a comparatively small number of persons interested, 
it would be impossible to print such a book for $1.00, especially 
since 74 of these interested persons even thought that $1.00 would 
be too high. 

We shall therefore refrain from publishing an edition of Ger- 
man Sunday-school lessons. Concorpia PusBLisHing House, 

St. Louis, Mo. 





Some of Synod’s Treasuries. 


(September 30, 1920.) Deficit. Balance. 
Synodical Treasury ssicncsicweis ce veaueenw e's $ 58990.92 
Building Eund ...... ST rrerret Teer ee eee. 45807.69 
China Mission ........ceeeeeee: eee Tey 6839.35 
Church Extension Fund ........cceseeseeees *29798.04 
Denf-mute Mission ...........ccceesseceuce $ 2663.45 
European Missions ............5. ROWSE wa 5994.96 
Foreion BHASION os oss cvcsevswns s cseweewvese 4793.61 
- Mountain Retreat ........cccceensceens 2473.52 
Foreign-tongue Mission ............ eee eg ee 2182.25 
Mlonie BNSAOM os 6 sé care newernk ssc cmweeewes os 2664.90 - 
Immigrant Mission .........c.ceeceescaeees 1763.61 
Indian Mission ...........00. Sere TERT 8983.54 
Indian Mission Building .............8. 9720.97 
South American Mission ........c0.seeeeee: 14663.06 
Board of Support ............. — wsees 19103.59 


* This seeming deficit is more than offset by the Army and Navy 
Fund balance of $313,747.24, which, by resolution of Synod, goes to 
the Church Extension Fund. Owing to the heavy overdrafts in other 
treasuries, however, this balance cannot at once be available for Church 
Extension purposes. Synod is now operating on a borrowed capital 
of $147,486.62; the expenditures for interest during September were 
$474.95. E. SEUEL, Treasurer. 
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Important Notice. 


Kindly consult the address printed on this copy of your WITNESS. 
The bottom line of the address shows when your subscription expires. 
(© or instance, “Dec 20” signifies that your subscription expires with 

he last number in December, 1920.) If it expires soon, please send 
$1.25 (25 cts. additional in St. Louis, Canada, and foreign countrics 
to your agent or to us in ample time to insure our uninterrupt 


service. lt requires normally about two weeks before change of ex- 


piration date will show on address plates. 
Be sure to mention the paper you desire, and your name and 
address, both new and old, if you desire a change in address. Under 


Synod’s approval we cannot furnish periodicals unless paid strictly _ 


in advance; your name will therefore automatically drop from our 
mailing-list unless your order for renewal, accompanied by your 
remittance, reaches us before the expiration of your subscription. 
CoNCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE, 
St. Louis, Mo. 








Treasurers’ Reports. 
ENGLISH DISTRICT. 

Mission. — Congregations: Good Shepherd, Brooklyn, $6.85; St. 
Paul’s, Conway, Mo., 6.00; Our Savior, Port Huron, Mich., 5.00; 
Holy Trinity, New York, 151.15; St. Mark’s, Detroit, 150.00; Wind- 
sor Park, Chicago, 350.00; Hope, Grand Rapids, Mich., 10.00. Sun- 
day-school, Calvary Church, Buffalo, 50.00. — Total, $729.00. 

Synodical Treasury. — Congregations: Our Savior, Port Huron, 
Mich., $5.00; Holy Trinity, New York, 25.00; St. Mark’s, Detroit, 
75.00; Mount Calvary, Lancaster, Pa., 5.25; Hope, Grand Rapids, 
Mich., 5.00. — Total, $115.25. 

Synodical Building Fund. — Congregations: Our Savior, Port 
Huron, Mich., $2.79; Holy Trinity, Nea York, 25.00; St. Mark’s, 
Detroit, 25.00; Mount Calvary, Lancaster, Pa., 2.50.— Total, $55.29. 

Board of Support.— Congregations: Holy Trinity, New York, 
$30.00; St. Mark’s, Detroit, 25.00.— Total, $55.00. 


Deaf-mute Mission.— Holy Trinity Church, New York, $5.00. . 


Foreign Mission. — Congregations: Holy Trinity, New York, 
$20.00; St. Mark’s, Detroit, 25.00. Sunday-school, Calvary Church, 
Buffalo, 40.00. — Total, $85.00. 

Forcign-tongue Mission in U. 8S.— Holy Trinity Church, New 
York, $3.00. 
¢ iia Home Mission. — Holy Trinity Church, New York, 

10.00. 

Indian Mission.— Holy Trinity Church, New York, $2.00. 

Indian School (New Building), Red Springs, Wis. —N.N., Cal- 
vary Church, Buffalo, $10.00. 

Negro Mission. — Congregations: Holy Trinity, New York, 
$20.00; St. Mark’s, Detroit, 10.00. Sunday-schools: Calvary, Buffalo, 
20.00; Our Savior, St. Louis, 12.65. Charlotte S., St. Louis, 2.00. — 
Total, $69.65. 
m1 South American Mission.— Holy Trinity Church, New York, 

10.00. 

Lutheran Home for Feeble-minded, Watertown, Wis. — John 

Kroeger, Emmanuel Church, Baltimore, $1.00. 


Lutheran Home for Feeble-minded (Building Fund). — Ladies’ | 


Aid Society, Church of Our Redeemer, Chicago, $50.00. 

Deaf-and-dumb Institute, Detroit, Mich. — St. Mark’s Church, 
Detroit, $75.00. 

Lutheran Sanitarium, Wheat Ridge, Colo.— John Kroeger, Em- 
manuel Church, Baltimore, $2.00. St. Mark’s Church, Detroit, 15.00. 
N.N., Calvary Church, Buffalo, 1.00.— Total, $18.00. ; 

Lutheran Sanitarium (Building Fund), Wheat Ridge, Colo.— 
Ladies’ Aid Society, Church of Our Redeemer, Chicago, $50.00. 

Walther League Wheat Ridge Sanitarium Dollar Collection. — 
. Young People’s Societies: Nazareth Church, Buffalo, $18.00; Holy 
Trinity Church, New York, 100.00.— Total, $118.00. 

City Mission (Colored), Chicago, Jll.— Church of Our Redeemer, 
Chicago, $64.30. 

Indigent Students, Fort Wayne, Ind. — Church of Our Redeemer, 
Chicago, $25.00. 

American Lutheran Board for Relief in Europe. — Hope Church, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., $50.00. 

Lutheran Orphan Home, Des Peres, Mo.—L., M., and O.K., St. 
Louis, $15.00. GBAND ToTaL: $1,615.49. 

October 4, 1920. Cuas. H. Derte, T'reas., 

3935 Greer Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


ATLANTIC DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Atlantic District during Sep- 
tember, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $336.46; Synodical Building Fund, 249.33; 
Missions, 4,241.77; Miscellancous, 2,806.91. — Total, $7,604.47. 
O. H. RESTIN, Treas. 


EASTERN DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Eastern District during Sep- 
tember, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $243.87; Synodical Building Fund, 128.00; 
Missions, 3,246.52; Miscellancous, 1,416.95, — 7'otal, $5,035.34. 
J. P. SoHaFrres, Trees. 
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NEBRASKA DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Nebraska District during Sep- 
tember, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $531.30; Synodical Building Fund, 196.62; 
Missions, 15,329.13; Miscellancous, 1,965.16.— otal, $18,022.21. 
A. SCHUELKE, 7'rcas., 


SOUTHERN WISCONSIN DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Southern Wisconsin District 
during September, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $373.68; Synodical Building Fund, 105.71; 
Missions, 6,564.35; Miscellaneous, 2,457.34. — Z'otal, $9,501.08. 
A. Ross, Treas. 








Change of Addresses. 

M. F. Abraham, Young America, Minn. 

G. C. Albers, R. 2, Windom, Tex. 

A. Baumhoefener, Norwood, Minn. 

. E. W. Bohn, 1708 Aikin Ave., Cleveland, O. 

Rev. Li C. Borchers, Beaufort, Mo. 

H. O. 

I, 

J. 

J. 


Rey Brugge, Box 224, Clarksville, Tex. 

Rev, QO. Bruss, Poplar Bluff, Mo. 

Rev. I’. S. Buenger, 5473 Ruskin Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 
Rev D. Ehlen, 618 Jennings St., Sioux City, lowa. 


Englert, N. Wooster and Elm Sts., Algona, Iowa. 
. H. B. Fehner, 96 Victoria Rd., Walkerville, Ont., Can. 
Rev. E. Fiene, R. 1, Lone Rock, Iowa. 
. R. Gaiser, 2039 E. 102d St., Cleveland, O. 
. L. Heinemeier, R. 2, Vernon, Tex. 
. L. Henze, 813 Hamilton St., Utica, N. Y. 
Rev. R. Hope, Vernon and Menlo Sts., Los Angeles, Cal. 
. A. H. Hoyer, Paonia, Colo. 
. P. Kauffeld, 312 Pierre St., Manhattan, Kans. 
. G. Kettner, Box 121, Durham, Kans. 
G. H. Koch, Galva, Iowa. 
T. Kleinhans, R. 1, Quinn, S. Dak. 
Rev. C. J. Krahnke, 668 Canton Ave., Detroit, Mich. 
M. Kretzschmar, R. 1, Gaylord, Minn. 
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“SA Mighty Fortress Is Our God.’’ 


The origin of this most famous and most stirring hymn 
from the pen of Martin Luther is shrouded in darkness. 
While the lines remind one of the sentiments which filled 
Luther’s heart while on the way to Worms, the date and 
occasion of its composition cannot be definitely fixed. The 
comparatively short hymn is a complete miniature of the 
entire Luther, embattled, tender, defiant, trusting, conquering. 
Probably no other poet has succeeded in pouring out his 
inmost personality jnto one poem as did Luther in this hymn. 
Though the most subjective of Luther’s hymns, it is at the 
same time thoroughly objective. ‘The personal sentiments 
and faith vibrating through its lines are the sentiments and 
the faith of all Christendom. 

Jesuitical writers have asserted that Luther did more 
harm to the Catholic Church by his hymns than by all his 
writings. This is particularly true of “A Mighty Fortress.” 
Who can estimate the comfort and the courage which de- 
pressed and timid hearts have taken from this hymn? It 
In 
spite of priestly prohibition, some began to sing it. Soon 
the children sang the words on the streets, carried them into 
the homes, and before long the entire congregation embraced 
the Evangelical confession. A century later, on the morning 
of the battle of Leipzig, the noble Swedish king, Gustavus 
Adolphus, employed this “trusty shield and weapon.” Before 
going into battle, his army sang the inspiring words. And 
when God had granted him the victory, the king, in the midst 
of the wounded and dead, fell down on his knees and gave 
thanks to God, exclaiming, “He holds the field forever.” 

A mighty hymn! Pastor Braun, of Berlin, relates the 
following incident: “When my piano was delivered, there 
chanced to be visiting me a venerable, old Catholic priest. 
‘Play something,’ he asked. ‘What shall I play?’ I inquired. 
‘A Mighty Fortress, of course!’ The music ended, the honest 
priest said, “There is no use arguing, we Catholics have no 
hymn of such power.’ ” 

The meter of the tune is decidedly unique. No other 
measure approaches it even distantly. Like the mighty, 
irresistible Niagara, sweeping all before it, like the clash of 
arms and the shout of battle, joyfully proclaiming victory — 
such is the effect it produces. The tune begins with three 
high notes. Sing them to the words, “A mighty fortress,” 


and one sees in spirit a fortress or castle, erected on a high 
hill, surmounted by three golden spires, offering refuge 
within its walls. Sing the notes to the words, “Though devils 
all the world should fill,” and they take on the nature of 
a trumpet call, before which the “unmusical and cowardly 
devil,” as Luther puts it, beats a hasty retreat. Sing them 
to the words, “The Word they still shall let remain,” and it 
is as though the powers of the elements rammed three mighty 
mountains into the bowels of the earth as a foundation on 
which the Word of God shall stand firm and immovable for 
all eternity. 

How strikingly appropriate is also the second part of the 
tune, rising from the tonic to the dominant chord! It is 
in musical language the call to watchfulness. How well it 
applics to the words, “I'he old evil foe,” “This world’s prince 
may ‘still,” to the earnest question, “Ask ye, who is this?” 
or to the utter defiance of the last stanza, “And take they . 
our life.” And when, at the close of the first and -second 
parts, the tune descends in measured tread from the octave 
to the tonic chord, its definite decision is in full agreement 
with the positive certainty of the words: “A trusty shield 
and weapon,” “He holds the field forever.” “They shall not 
overpower us,” “One little word can fell him.” 

The entire hymn reechoes with the martial tread of the 
embattled hosts of the Church Militant as she goes on from 
strength to strength, from victory to victory, until, united . 
with her Bridegroom, all foes shall be put under her feet. 

Baltimore, Md. Paut F. BENTE. 


The Solution of the Servant Problem. 





‘Words of Luther for Our Own Day. Translated for the 
“Lutheran Witness” by the Rev. Prof. Th. Engelder, 
Springfield, Il. 

And there was meat set before him to eat; but he said, I will 
not eat- until I have told mine errand. — Gen. 24, 33. 

This chapter tells the story of a faithful servant, a pious, 
God-fearing messenger. He is filled with faith, holiness, and 
all virtues, destitute of none of the qualities a faithful servant 
should have. Though fine quarters had been prepared for 
him and his kind host was waiting to entertain him, he 
refuses to take his case till he has told his errand and fully 
executed his master’s command. 
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So, then, this Eliezer has set an example to all those to 
whom God has assigned the position of employees. You will 
not find his counterpart among present-day servants. Every- 
body is complaining of the intolerable behavior, the vicious 
and disobedient spirit of their hired help, who instead of 
serving their masters lord it over theth. You will not find 
the Holy Spirit commending such servants; they are an 
abomination in the sight of the Lord and bondsmen of Satan; 
him they serve and obey. St. Paul instructs and admonishes 
the servanis in this wise: “Servants, obey in all things your 
masters according to the flesh; not with eye-service, as men- 
pleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God.” Col. 3, 22. 
But you will hardly find one in a thousand who acts accord- 
ingly. Yet we must teach it and drive it home, reproving and 
condemning the insolence and disobedience of the servants. 

To this end this servant is commended as a God-fearing, 
pious, and holy man; he gave himself wholly to his master’s 
business. ‘The matter in hand, it is true, might be considered 
as somewhat unimportant, — finding a wife for his master’s 
son, — but he considered every command of his master as of 
the greatest importance, holding any service belonging to his 
office to be a divine service. That is why 1 said he was full 
of faith and the Holy Spirit. In the same spirit Joseph also 
served his master, and his loyal service was richly rewarded, 
the highest honors, royal honor, being conferred upon him. 
And I doubt not that to this servant, too, there came in the 
end great honor, wealth, and happiness. 

Right well he carried out the instructions of St. Paul, 
who bids the servants obey their masters not with eye-service, 
but zealously and faithfully, no matter whether the master’s 
eye is upon them or not. ‘This servant, for onc, has given 
the lie to the common sayings: “The master’s eye will do 
more work than both his hands,” and: “If you’d have a servant 
that you like, serve yourself.” ‘These sayings do not hold 
good over against Eliezer’s fidelity and zeal; it was he who 
was Abraham’s eye; Abraham could not have served himself 
better. 

This incident, then, finely illustrates what St. Paul 
teaches concerning servant-morality, showing that servants 
and employees should willingly perform the duties of their 
position because they know that, serving their employers, 
faithful in their absence as well as in their presence, they 
are doing service to the Divine Majesty. And if we were not 
so blind and insensate, we would thank God for this assurance 
that we are not serving men, but God, and for the many 
opportunities He has put in our way of serving Ilim with 
good works. For whatever labor the menial is performing, 
let it even be the sweeping of the floor, he should know that 
he is engaged in a divine service... . 

Therefore let us earnestly study such examples and learn 
what a noble thing it is faithfully to serve those who are 
put in authority over us. True, very little worth and honor 
seems to attach to such service and obedience. Remember, 
however, that those in authority, in the home and in the 
state, rule by divine authority. If, then, thou renderest them 
the obedience due them, thou hast a gracious God, a peaceful 
heart, and a master who shall bless thee; if not, God waxeth 
wroth, and on account of thy disobedience thou canst not have 
a good conscience: thou hast lost God the Lord out of thy 
heart, besides thy good conscience and all blessings. 

(I, 1722—1727.) 
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The Apostle Peter and the Pope. 





A MEMORY OF A DAY IN ROME. 


Every visitor to Rome wants to see the Pope. He is the 
chief attraction of the Eternal City. We attended an affair, 
when in Rome, at which it was quite certain that he would 
be present, the first anniversary of the coronation of Pius X. 
Admission was by ticket only; they were supposed to be free, 
but we paid a Vatican guide two dollars for ours. With our 
coveted picee of paper we early made our way to St. Peter’s 
on the appointed day. We shall not enter upon a description 
of that great historic edifice, but merely tell you that it im- 


pressed us as a conglomeration of various kinds of architec-. 


ture, of many colors, of numerous statues, images, and paint- 
ings, gorgeous, magnificent, but without harmony, and failing 
to touch the heart. The one redeeming feature is the immense 
dome, which the builders of our capitol here did the honor 
to use as their model. 

These affairs are generally heralded in our American 
newspapers as popular demonstrations, as if all Italy turned 
out. ‘his is not true. ‘The great mass of the Italian people 
are very indifferent to the papacy; many have no use for it. 
There was no commotion at all in Rome because of the anni- 
versary, and the people went about their business as usual. 
The church was only about one-fourth filled; most of those 
present were churchmen of all kinds, priests, nuns, monks, 
diplomatic representatives, pilgrims, and visitors. 

We could not help thinking as we waited for the affair 
to begin, What would the Apostle Peter, whose successor the 
Pope claims to be, say if he suddenly were to enter the great 
cathedral? Jt takes no great imagination for any one who 
knows the Scriptures to picture how he would feel and what 
he would say. He would simply be dumbfounded and angry. 
He would feel as Moses did when he threw down the two 
tables of stone. Ile would ask, as he beheld the many statues, 
images, and pictures, and noticed people praying to them, 
“What is this? Is this a heathen temple? It scems to me 
I recognize some of these statues as old pagan statues which 
were in Rome in my time.” And when told that this is a 
Christian church, he would be horrified and exclaim, “There 
is something wrong here. Did I or any of the apostles, or 
our Lord teach His disciples to pray to His blessed mother 
and the saints and.to seck their intercession? Are not the 
words of Brother Paul plain when he writes to his beloved 
Timothy, ‘There is one God and one Mediator between God 
and man, the Man Christ Jesus’? (1 Tim. 2, 5.) "There was 
no such practise among us in apostolic times! This is surely 
a remnant of heathenism. Sce that you make only Christ 
your mediator, and worship and adore God only!” 

Suddenly there is a commotion. People get up on the 
chairs which they brought with them (there are no scats in 
the Roman Catholic churches on the Continent), others climb 
on the marble balustrades, but the guards quickly make us 
descend. We hear music in the distance, coming nearer and 
nearer. Before long a procession is in sight. In advance are 
soldiers, the so-called papal guards with their gaudy uni- 
forms; then come bishops, then cardinals, and finally a man 
seated in a great chair, borne aloft on the shoulders of four 
papal guards. On either side of him two immense fans are 


borne. This is the Pope. He has a stout, good-natured face ;. 


he wears on his head a triple crown as having authority in 


- gender. 
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heaven, earth, and hell. Tolding his right hand aloft, he 
tuins from side to side,.dispensing his papal blessing. ‘I'he 
Apostle: Peter, after taking it all in, would ask, “Who is this, 
and what does it all mean?” When told that this is his 
successor, the Pope of Rome, he would simply be stunned, and 
after having recovered from the shock, he would declare, 


- “Judging from the pomp and show, I thought it was some 


great carthly potentate or king. My successor? I am simply 
nonplussed! My successor in what respect?” “Your suc- 
eessor as the visible head of the Church of Christ on earth. 
He claims that the Lord made you prince of the apostles 
and gave you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and made 
you the rock on which He would build His Church.” “This, 
indeed, is a great, great delusion,” Peter would reply. “The 
Lord never meant what is claimed by this man. It is all so 
contrary to the spirit and character of Christ’s kingdom, 
which, as He Himself declared, is ‘not a kingdom of this 
world.’ (John 18, 36.) There were no ranks, no orders among 
us; one only was our master, the Lord Himself. I was no 
more than James, or John, or Andrew, and they were no more 
than 1—we were all brethren. (Matt. 23;8.) In fact, the 
Master severely rebuked the mother of the sons of Zcbedce, 
who asked Him to honor her sons above the rest by placing one 
at His right hand and the other at His left in His kingdom, 
for making a heathen request, contrary to the spirit of His 
kingdom. (Matt. 20, 21.25.) And as for building His Church 
on me, that is preposterous. It would then be built upon 
a human foundation. I am only a man, and have been weak 
and fallible at that. Christ’s declaration was Hig response 
to the great confession I made by the grace of God that He 
was the Son of the living God. It is this that He meant by 
the rock upon which He would build His Church, and in 
order that there might be no mistake, He uses the feminine 
gender, as you will see, if you will refer to your Greek Testa- 
ment. Had He meant me, He would have used the masculine 
(Matt. 16, 16—18.) No, the Church is not built 
upon me or any other human being, but upon Christ, the 
Son of the living God. And as to the power of the keys, 
that is nothing more than Christ gave to all of His disciples 
when He breathed on them and said, ‘Receive ye the Holy 
Ghost; whosesoever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto 
them, and whosesoever sins ye retain, they are retained.’ 
(John 20, 22. 23.) Where do the Scriptures say that I was 
to have a successor? They contain no word to that effect any- 
where. The great claims of this man, who styles himself 
Vicar of Christ and my successor, are entirely false. Do not 
believe them! Give no heed to them!” 

There is still more to come. Peter naturally would ask, 
“What is this affair, a service? Who will preach the sermon ?” 
We, however, would have to tell him that there is to be no 
preaching; that this is to be a high mass. “A high mass?” 
he would ask, “and what is that? We surely had no such 
affair in my day. This must be another novelty. Pray tell 
me, what is it?” After it was explained to him that it was 
an claborate celebration of the Lord’s Supper at which only 
the officiating pricst communes, and that it is regarded as 
a renewal on the altar, in an unbloody form, of Christ’s 
sacrifice on the cross, as a sacrifice for the sins of the living 
on earth and the repose of the departed in purgatory, and 
that such masses were said or sung for a fixed sum of money, 
he would be very much _Wrought up and would exclaim, “Is 
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there no reverence for the sacred Scriptures here? Have they 
never read the Epistle to the Hebrews, or have they no under- 
standing of such plain words as, ‘By His own blood He en- 
tered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal re- 
demption for us’ (Heb. 9,12), and: ‘This Man [Christ], 
after H{e had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down 
on the right hand of God; for by one offering He hath per- 
fected forever them that are sanctified’ (Heb. 10, 12. 14) ? 
This thing, despite the great solemnity and the beautiful ° 
music with which it is performed, is a great sacrilege, un- 
scriptural, and a disparagement of the perfect redemption 
which Christ wrought! Sce that you put no trust in it, nor 
have any part in it!” 

While the apostle would thus be giving expression to his 
feelings, there is a tinkling of bells at the altar. During all 
this time most of the people in the more distant parts of the 
building, including the priests, monks, brothers, nuns, and 
sisters, were either chatting together, or looking at the objects 
of interest, but when these bells tinkled, they at once dropped 
down on their knees and began to pray. “What does this 
mean?” we can well imagine Peter asking. When he found 
out that the faithful were adoring the host (the consecrated 
bread used in the Sacrament of the Altar) which the priest 
was solemnly elevating for this purpose, he would certainly 
be very angry and declare, “This is monstrous, a fearful 
abuse of the Sacrament! Christ never sanctioned such a prac- 
tise. He instituted the Holy Supper for His disciples to 
eal and drink, and not for such hocus-pocus. I implore you, 
Iet not your knees bow in such idolatrous worship!” 

We can furthermore readily imagine the anxiety that 
would fill his heart for the cause of Christ and the salvation 
of men, and how he would ask, “Is all Christendom under 
this man’s authority, and given to this erroneous belief and 
these false practises?” Joyfully we could say: “Now no 
longer. Once, indeed, his rule was supreme, and kings and 
potentates were under his heel and trembled before him. 
Error and superstition had generally displaced the truth of 
Christ. ‘There was dense ignorance and great immorality in 
the Church, and the common man was under the complete 
domination of the clergy. But there arose men of God, Luther 
and other reformers, who protested against all this and re- 
formed the Church. They had a hard fight; they suffered 
much; some were even persecuted unto death. But God was 
with them. They broke the universal power of the papacy, 
cleansed the Church of error and abuses, and restored again | 
the Scriptural truth, especially the great doctrine of Justi- 
fication by Faith, and gave back again to the laity their 
spiritual rights and Christian freedom.” In answer to all 
of which we would hear the great apostle saying, “How happy 
and thankful they must be who enjoy the heritage of that 
Reformation!” We would, however, have to confess that while 
many appreciated these blessings, a generation had arisen 
which had become indifferent to the Gospel of Christ, and 
no longer appreciated the open Bible and the other spiritual 
privileges and treasures of the Reformation. We can imagine 
how this would make the apostle very sad indeed, and that 
before parting he would say: “Oh, awaken them to their 
danger, and plead carnestly with them in behalf of these 
blessings. Exhort them to pray God that they may never 
come under the power of this Roman pontiff and his errors, 
or, what spiritually is even worse, become a prey to the in- 
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difference, materialism, and unbelief which is sending thou- 
sands to eternal destruction, but that they may ever cherish, 
defend, and spread the blessings which the Reformation has 
bestowed upon them. They are the greatest which can come 
to mortal man.” 


Washington, D.C. J. FReDERTC WENCHEL. 


* Puritanism — Past and Present. 





CHAPTER II. PILGRIMS AND PURITANS. 


The mass of Englishmen during the reign of Elizabeth 
were “living a life of practical heathenism.” (Campbell, II, 
239.) A flood of corruption and immorality had engulfed 
the nation after the Spanish Armada—the great fleet by 
which the Pope hoped to regain control of England — had 
been destroyed as by a miracle. All who protested against 
the evil manners of the time were, by the people at large, 
termed “Puritans.” We have not the space here to discuss 
the various factions into which the Puritans were divided,. 
For our purpose it is sufficient to say that they all sought to 
purify the life of England, either by a reformation of the 
Church from within (the Puritans properly so called, who 
were mainly Presbyterians), or by establishing independent 
congregations (the Independents or Separatists, who were 
Congregationalists). These various factions and their Sepa- 
ratist offshoots, however, agreed in a view of Christianity 
which made of the Gospel a code of laws and of the Church 
an organization based on “discipline,” by which all men in 
the state were to be made to conform in every detail of their 
lives to the Old Testament laws, especially to that of the 
Jewish Sabbath. Hence, while the persecutions endured by 
the Puritans and Separatists in England are indeed a re- 
proach to that nation, it cannot be said that they suffered 
for the sake of the Gospel. This will become evident as we 
study their spirit and actions after their period of exile in 
Holland. 

Holland (The Netherlands, the Dutch Republic) was at 
this time the freest country in Europe. ‘Religious toleration 
was the corner-stone of the republic. The Baptists, burned 
in England for heresy, were protected in all their rights; 
the Jews driven out of Spain were welcomed, and even the 
Catholics, who had bloodily persecuted the Dutch, were 
allowed to hold public office. Even after the Synod of Dort 
(1619), which gave to the Dutch Reformed Church the 
system of Calvin, the Lutherans, the Jews, and even the 
Catholics remained undisturbed. The Anabaptists and Lu- 
therans were permitted to enjoy their places of worship on 
the same terms as the Calvinists, except the payment of their 
ministers. Also the Arminians, who were persecuted for a 
time, were soon permitted to establish their own schools and 
colleges, open their churches, and stand on a full equality 
with all other sects. 

Into this haven of freedom flocked the harried and per- 
secuted dissenters from England. But it was not only re- 
ligious persecution that led Englishmen to Holland as a place 
of residence. Thousands flocked over there to improve their 
fortunes. English merchants poured in, 1585—1592, and 
founded in many cities their factories and warehouses. ‘The 
Pilgrim Fathers formed only a very small fraction of the 
Englishmen who, for various reasons, had taken up their 


residence in Holland; and even as to them there scem to be 
some current misconceptions. They are often spoken of as 
forming part of the congregation that worshiped at Scrooby, 
under the ministration of John Robinson. ‘The fact is, that 
of the passengers on the Mayflower, in 1620 — one hundred 
and two in number — only two can be identified as having 
been members of that original congregation (Elder Brewster 
and William Bradford). 

But why did the Pilgrims leave Holland? The old and 
unchangeable story is that they were persecuted and driven 
to New England. But Morton’s* own Memorial tells us 
that in Holland they “did sweetly: enjoy their churth- 
liberties,” and that the Dutch so valued them for fidelity in 
business that they “strove for their custom.” Indeed, he 
says expressly, “it was their own free choice and motion” 
which induced them to depart. “With what sort of coun- 
tenance, then, can an honest chronicler or a truthful orator 
look at Plymouth Rock as the first American foothold for 
harried. victims of persecution? Why does the ery rise, louder 
if anything than ever, from New England societies, orations, 
songs, and dinner-tables: The Pilgrims landed at Plymouth 
as fugitives, escaping for actual life from persecution? Does 
not history cry, ‘Shame upon such misrepresentation! By the 
solemn testimony of facts, and their own lips, they did not??” 
(Coit, Puritanism, p. 128.) 

The Pilgrims left Holland, to begin with, because the . 
Separatists quarreled incessantly among themselves. One 
fearful controversy broke out because the pastor’s brother 
objected,to the clothes worn by the pastor’s wife. Hence an 
opposition church in Amsterdam! Some interdicted the 
reading of the English Bible in public services because to 
use written or printed helps was “papistical.” No printed 
Psalms were to be used in singing. Because of disagreement 
on such questions, Robinson forsakes Smith and his congre-. 
gation at Amsterdam, though they had “the same religious 
views.” He goes to Leyden, where “he and his preach a ten 
years’ homily to Calvinists on breaches of the Sabbath, and 
sundry other ‘things amiss’ in theology and morals. They 
receive ‘reproofs’ and ‘reproaches’ in their turn. The pros-- 
pect becomes wearisome, the neighborhood thorny, and they 
determine to go away. This is the short, plain tale; and 
what does it say but that they found it so difficult to agree 
with anybody that they were willing to risk the toils and 
perils of any distance, so they might not be contradicted 
with ease or safety?” (Coit, p. 131.) 

But this was not all. The Puritanical doctrine of the 
Sabbath was not held by the Dutch. They did not, indeed, 
neglect the Lord’s Day. By no means. They neglected it 
as a Sabbath. And what did that phrase mean in a Puritan 
vocabulary? Much more than it does in ours. It meant 
a Sabbath as strict as was ever kept by the exactest Pharisee. 
“Myself have heard it preached,” says Bishop Montague, 
“that it is not lawful for us to dress any meat upon the 
Lord’s Day, but they that do so break the Sabbath.” To 
crown the climax, Sabbath-breaking was placed upon a level 
with actual murder. (Coit, p.108.) And while they “dis- 
ciplined” each other in Calvinistic style, they were unable 
to “discipline” the Dutch whose hospitality they were en- 
joying. Now the Puritan conception of religious freedom 
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was that Puritans should have a free hand in forcing their 
views on every person in the state. ‘This freedom the Scpa- 
ratists did not have in Holland; and so they left. 

Having arranged with certain London merchants the 
formation of a stock company, though under hard terms, 
they sailed for the New World and landed at Plymouth Rock 
December 21, 1620. 

This emigration was, in part, the execution of “a plan 
originated by mercantile speculators, and entered into as 
a mercantile compact.” ‘The offer of a tract on the Atlantic 
coast of America came from a group of London merchants, 
who, being in financial difficulties, made advances to the Puri- 
tans in Holland, who, if they had “such freedom and liberty 
as might stand with their likings,” would work cheaper than 
others. The Pilgrims closed with them, and Plymouth Colony 
was founded. 

Encouraged by the example of the Pilgrims, small bodies 
of Puritans at first, then larger numbers, came to Massachu- 
setts and Connecticut. It is emphasized by Douglas Campbell 
that these settlers of New England “were not typical Eng- 
lishmen,” and he calls this “one of the great underlying facts 
of American history.” They were “picked men intellectually,” 
for “most of them could read and write, while the mass of 
their countrymen were wholly illiterate; and a large number 
of them were college graduates.” ‘They founded a free public 
school system, two centuries before England had public 
schools. The typical English sentiment concerning education 
is voiced in a letter which Sir William Berkeley, Governor 
of Virginia, wrote to England in 1671: “I thank God there 
are no free schools or printing, and I hope we shall not have 
them these hundred years. For learning has brought heresy, 
and disobedience, and sects into the world, and printing has 
divulged them, and libels against the best government. God 
keep:us from both!” (Campbell, I, p. 32.) The Puritans, 
like their brethren in Holland, believed in education, and it 
is their “crowning glory,” says Campbell (I, p. 458). 

In addition to its educational system, the New England 
colonies at an early date possessed certain rudiments of popu- 
lar government from which, in part, our American institu- 
tions are derived. But these features were not English, they 
were of Dutch origin. Notable among this heritage from 
Dutch associations was the township system and the written 
ballot. Yet the Puritans had failed to learn under their 
Dutch tutorship the best and greatest lesson, that of religious 
tolerance. “A general toleration, such as we now justly value, 
would not have furnished ‘motives definite enough to have led 
our ancestors to the New World,” says Dr. Williston Walker, 
a Congregationalist, referring to the Pilgrim Fathers (History 
of Congregational Churches in the U.S., p.99). On the con- 
trary, we shall see that their rule in New England was as 
far removed from our conception of religious freedom as was 
Queen Elizabeth’s, and that, had their ideas prevailed, it 
would be impossible for us to possess the religious freedom 
which we now enjoy. 

It has become the fashion of late to emphasize the dis- 
tinction between Separatists and Puritans in such a manner 
as to cast the entire odium for the intolerance of the colonial 
settlements upon the Puritans, while the Pilgrims are repre- 
sented as sponsors of religious liberty. However, this stress- 
ing of the distinction has insufficient basis in.fact. The 
Plymouth settlers were, indeed, less fanatical in their in- 
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tolerance. However, also in Plymouth, Catholics, Socinians, 
and Jews were excluded from the jurisdiction, and a law of 
1671 ordered that the ballot was to be refused to all who 
were not “orthodox in fundamentals.” In 1651, Howland was 
presented by the grand jury “for not frequenting the public 
assemblage on the Lord’s Day.” In 1643 a proposition to 
give “full and free toleration of religion to all men without 
exception,” was rejected by the Plymouth legislature. A few 
Quakers were banished, others fined and whipped. (Sanford 
H. Cobb, The Rise of Religious Liberly in America. The 
Macmillan Co.) 

Granting, however, that the record of Plymouth is more 
agreeable reading than the history of Salem and Boston, it 
is a noteworthy fact that the difference between Separatists 
and Puritans was obliterated in New England at a very 
early age. Dr. Walker has shown that, within a few decades, 
the Congregational influence, proceeding from Plymouth, had 
prevailed throughout New England. In a short time, Puri- 
tanism (originally Presbyterian) had become Congregation- 
alist. The Congregational contributor to the 1916 census of 
religious bodies (Washington, 1919) writes: “The Pilgrim 
Separatists founded at Plymouth, 1620, the first Congrega- ~ 
tional church upon American soil. They were followed after 
a few years by the Puritans of Massachusetts Bay. So long 
as they were in Iingland, the differences between the two 
bodies were accentuated, but after their arrival in America 
the essential elements of both Separatism and Puritanism 
were combined in Congregationalism. By 1640 there were 
33 churches in New England, all but 2 being of pronounced 
Congregational type. These two at first preferred the Pres- 
byterian system, but did not retain it long. A notable result 
was that Congregalionalism soon became practically a state 
religion. ‘Throughout the older Congregational colonies of 
New England, the salaries of pastors were secured by public 
tax, until into the nineteenth century.” (Rel. Bodies, Part II, 
p. 234.) The Pilgrim Jubilee booklet In the Name of God, 
Amen (American Bible Society, 1920) says succinctly: “In 
America, the Puritans accepted practically the entire pro- 
gram and policy of the Pilgrims.” 

Now it is these Massachusetts and Connecticut settle- 
ments, completely won over to Plymouth Congregationalism, 
that piled up the record of fanaticism, intolerance, and per- 
secution from which our next chapters will supply extracts. 
Plymouth Congregationalism reared those Church-State (Mas- 
sachusetts) and State-Church (Connecticut) systems which 
made the observance of Christmas a punishable offense and 
assessed fines for “unnecessarily speaking with heretics.” 

G. 


Appeal to the Congregations of Our Synod in Be- 
half of a Collection for Our Higher Institutions. 


“Tn that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit and said, I thank 
Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou hast 
hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed 
them unto babes: even so, Father; for so it seemed good 
in Thy sight.” Thus we read Luke 10,21. The occasion of 
this rejoicing of our Savior was when He had appointed 
seventy disciples and had sent them two and two before His 
face into every city and place whither He Himself would 
come on His last journey to Jerusalem, commissioning them 
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to preach the kingdom of God. The Seventy returned with 
joy and holy enthusiasm, relating what they had accomplished. 
This report filled the heart of our Savior with great joy, 
prompting Him to give thanks to His heavenly Father. The 
Lord rejoiced thus, because the Gospel was preached by so 
large a number of messengers, and because these were to be 
followed by even greater numbers of evangelists who would 
make manifest the grace of God to all nations unto the end 
of the world. 

We, the members of the Missouri Synod, experienced 
similar joy during the last weeks, yea, even greater joy than 
our Lord. Out of our own midst 146 candidates, that is, over 
twice seventy, entered into their work in church and school, 
inviting hundreds and thousands to come to Jesus, and last 
month our colleges enrolled 516 new students, which is more 
than seven times seventy young men, who all, with some 
exceptions, have the set purpose in mind to become ministers 
of the Gospel or teachers of Christian schools. This is in- 
deed an unspeakable blessing in these troublous and material- 
istic times, again evincing God’s great goodness which sur- 
passes our prayers and understanding. | 

The Lord exulted over the course of the Gospel; He 
praised His heavenly Father; and He was willing to go to 
Jerusalem and give His body into bitter death on the cross 
for the redemption of the world. We children of God have 
the same mind which was in Christ. Therefore we should 
glorify God for this recently experienced joy by being helpful 
in preparing a great number of ambassadors of the Gospel. 
This can best be done by carrying out the resolutions of the 
last Synod, which all tend to foster and advance our higher 
institutions. How far-reaching and important these resolu- 
tions are will be shown more explicitly in the next issues of 
the Witness and by a circular letter of our Financial Secre- 
tary to the congregations. 

The Board of Directors, which has been appointed by 
Synod to direct the collection of the appropriations for our 
institutions which amount to one and one half million dollars, 
is of the opinion that one half of the sum should be raiscd 
this fall and the other half the following fall. It suggests 
that in all our churches on the last Sunday in the church- 
year, November 21, all our pastors in their sermons dwell 
upon the significance and all-important mission of our higher 
institutions to impress upon the hearts of their parishioners 
that the future growth of our Synod depends on just these 
schools. It further suggests that the collections be taken up 


‘on Thanksgiving Day and the first Sunday in Advent. In 


order to reach every communicant member in our midst this 
collection is to be conducted in a special way, such as a housc- 
to-house canvass or an envelope collection. The Board is 
confident that all our congregations will cheerfully and unan- 
imously adopt this plan. 

‘What you, my friend, should give, you yourself are best 
qualified to determine. You know the sum that is needed, 
namely, one and one half million dollars. You also know 
the number of communicant members, which is 600,000. 
You furthermore know that for various reasons some mem- 
bers cannot be counted upon. These will bring. you to the 
conclusion that the average contribution must be $3.00 
per member. And when, above all, you consider how richly 
God has blessed you with temporal and spiritual gifts, it 
will, indeed, be an easy task for you to determine the amount 
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of your offering. Surely, many of us will and must give 
far above the average. The most opportune time for your 
decision will probably be on the Sunday previous to the col- 
lection when hearing your pastor speak on our educational 
work. In so doing you will follow the advice of St. Paul and 
facilitate the work of the collector. We-read 1 Cor. 16, 1.2: 
“Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given 
order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye. Upon the 
first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, 
as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when 
I come.” 

If every congregation throughout Synod makes an earnest 
effort, and every member contr ibutes as of the ability which 
God giveth, the money will quickly be gathered, and the goal 
will be reached. May God, therefore, abundantly anoint with 
His Holy Spirit all our pastors on the last Sunday of the 
chureh-year when speaking to their flocks on this sublime 
subject, and may a holy fire be enkindled by their words in 
the hearts of all our Christians scattered throughout our vast 
continent from San Diego, Cal., to Ottawa, Ont., and from 
Miami, Fla., to Edmonton, Alta., animating one and all to 
nourish and cherish our higher institutions that they may 
remain what they have been heretofore, and more and more 
become: high portals of heaven. 

Ezra, the priest, after the Babylonian captivity exclaimed 
in a sermon when admonishing his-people to rebuild the 
Temple and reestablish the worship of God: “The joy of 
the Lord is your strength.” (Neh.8,10.) In like manner, 
dear brethren and sisters, let our joy of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has redeemed and enriched us, strengthen and 
establish us in our resolutions to improve and further our 
higher schools. “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye 
steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain 
in the Lord.” Fraternally yours in the Lord, 

F. ProTENHAUER. 





Editorial. 


Why Are You Lutherans So Exclusive? Why do you 
not join in interchurch movements? This question is often 
asked, and the suggestion is made that by refraining from co- 
operation in such movements as the International Sunday-school 
Union, the Anti-Saloon League, the American Tract Society, 
the Laymen’s Missionary Movement, the Students’ Volunteer 
Movement, and others, we are hiding our light under a bushel, 
and are evading the clear duty of helping these movements to 
develop along sound Christian lines. We are “narrow.” We 
have no sympathies for “the larger work.” And so on ad in- 
finitum, as the reader knows. 

Let us admit at once that we have, indeed, a duty over 
against these movements, as we have a mission to all the world. 
We are to help them tread the paths of Gospel Christianity. 
And we are to do that—this is the apostolic command, and 
not our merely human opinion — by testifying against all that 
is wrong and evil in their principles and work. Surely, we havo 
not been entirely remiss in this duty of bearing witness. But 
—what else? Nothing clse, brother. I shall not now. quote 
Scripture to you,—that has been done before,—but I shall 
refer you to experience and to common sense. 

Observe, to begin with, that these people of the interdenom- 
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inational movements do not mect to be instructed by us, but to 
instruct us, to “enthuse” us, and to gain our support. This 
business of instructing the sects how to do their work the Lu- 
theran way has been tried, and the attempts have failed. Back 
in 1887, the Evangelical Alliance met at Washington, D. C. 
Some forty ministers of the General Synod wero in attendance. 
Papers were assigned to prominent men from all denominations, 


but not to the Lutheran members. Eminent General Synod .- 


theologians, says a report in the Lutheran of January 12, 1888, 
were present, but “sat like pupils at the feet of Mcthodists, 
Baptists,” ete. The Observer of the General Synod was full of 
lamentations over the snub the Lutherans had received. So it 
has ever been. These people do not want to be instructed by 
Lutherans. The Laymen’s Missionary Movement met at Min- 
neapolis last year, and, actually, a Lutheran minister got the 
floor. But the experience was again so discouraging that the 
Lutheran Church Herald remarked it was high time Lutherans 
organized their own men instead of permitting the Reformed 
to educate our Lutheran church people. 

Furthermore, when warming themselves at sectarian fires, 
Lutherans are tempted to play the part of Peter in the court- 
yard of the high priest’s palace. Who would have the heart to 
dampen the fine enthusiasm of the sectarian — and be assured, 
these mectings are enthusiastic — by injecting a criticism of the 
proceedings, though such ‘criticism be ever so gently admin- 
istered? Who would be a kill-joy? And so our Lutherans sit 
uneasily, perhaps, yet quietly, while some sectarian speaker de- 
nies fundamental truths of the saving Gospel. 

Those who talk and write so glibly about Lutherans having 
the duty to “make their influence felt” in the Reformed move- 
ments do not realize the difficulty of getting up in a convention 
and reproving those who espouse unionism or utter unchristian 
doctrine. Last January a convention of the Students’ Volun- 
teer Movement was held at Des Moines. The purpose of the 
movement is to gain workers for foreign missions. Surely 
a noble object in itself. But at this convention, says a Moody 
School paper, rationalists, unbelievers, were present in great 
numbers. Some openly scouted the idea that Jesus is truly 
divine. One delegate advised to “cut out the Gospel stuff, and 
give us a program of reconstruction.” There were 234 Lutheran 
delegates present. Did a single one arise in protest agninst 
such utterances? The reports of the convention which we read 
in two Lutheran 'papcrs. did not even mention the grievous 
offenses which were given at the convention, but highly praised 


‘its spirit throughout. Nor are we surprised at this. Partici- 


pation in these movements presumes Christian fellowship with 
all others affiliated in such movements. And where there is 
unionistic fellowship, the voice of truth is stifled. Those who 
admit that we can cooperate with denominations which depart 
from the Word of God naturally cannot speak up when un- 


christian sentiments are uttered. 


The sectarians welcome Lutheran cooperation on one con- 
dition, — that Lutherans keep their convictions in an inside 
coat-pocket. They want no instruction and reproof from us. 
Whatever testimony we can bear against that which is wrong 
in such movements must be, borne while we stand outside these 
entangling alliances. If Lutherans are ready to cooperate in 
them, let them be consistent and, acting on the principle that 
the Lutheran Church is a sect among the sects, “scrap” their 
Reformation heritage and federate themselves, all along the line, 
with those who have “another spirit.” Thank God, the vast 
majority of Lutherans in this country are by no means ready 
to do this. Recognizing fully the presence of God’s children 
also in the Reformed bodies, they know that religious fellow- 
ship of work in any shape or form is pleasing to God only 
among those who are united in the truth of Jesus Christ and 
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His apostles. And. this is the reason for Lutheran “exclu- 
siveness,”” 

Read, on another page, what the Lutheran Standard quotes 
from the Christian Standard, an official paper of the Disciples 
Church. G. 

What Shall We Discuss? — We are not thinking of those 
gntherings which have been called for some particular purpose. 
There that one thing for which we have come together must, of 
course, be the chief topic. But there are many informal gather- 
ings, relatives come together to eclebrate some birthday or anni- 
versary, friends meet at the home of friends, and every day the 
family gathers about the table. Shall we then settle the Irish 
question? Shall we deliver orations upon the subject of the 
League of Nations? Shall we all agree in condemning profiteers 
and give instances of high prices? Or shall we do worse, shall 
we gossip about our friends and acquaintances? Shall we find 
amusement and entertainment in discussing the misfortune of 
others? Shall we ridicule and criticize those whom we are 
bound to love and to esteem, perhaps even those of whom the 
Lord has said: “Esteem them very highly for their work’s 
suke”’? How much time is thus spent, not only uselessly, but 
sinfully! From such a gathering we arise not benefited, but 
laden -with new sins, sins of time wasted, sins of injury done, 
sins against God’s commandments, sins that burden our soul, 
sins that are increasing in power and gradually enslaving us. 

But what shall we discuss? Why not find something to 
talk about in this very Lutueran WITNeEss which you are read- 
ing? There are the Puritans, there is the Lutheran Laymen’s 
League, there are our different missions and their progress and 
difficulties, there are our institutions, especially the project of 
building the largest Lutheran Seminary in this country. Why 
not search the pages of your church-paper and find some topic 
which you may discuss with your children, with your friends, 
acquaintances, and relatives? If you would thus create interest 
in your Church, in your Synod, in its institutions, in its publi- 
cations, or in the church-paper which you are reading, you 
would rise from such a conference or conversation as from a 
good work done, with present and future consequences to your- 
self, to your descendants, and to countless others which no one 
can foretell or calculate. And be sure of this, that He who con- 
siders a cup of water given in His name will not overlook such 
a spiritual work of blessing to many others. Let us not overlook 
our church periodicals when we. are thinking of matters to dis- 
place futile or even sinful discussions. Let us speak of things 
worth while, things wherewith we edify one another. Ss. 

Tracts. — The Australian Lutheran quotes from a state- 
ment of the Australasian Branch of the Russellite Church, 
announcing tho free distribution, last year, of one million and 
a half of free copies of its periodicals by the Australasian 
Branch alone. After pointing. out the nefarious character of 
the Russellite doctrine, the Australian Lutheran continues: — 

“Just ponder for a moment, dear reader, the untiring zeal 
and energy of the Russellites in spreading their heresies as 
shown by the ‘annual statement.’ Think then seriously for a 
moment of their soul-destroying errors. What a continual un- 
settling of weak and ill-instructed Christian minds; what a 
wide-spread plunging into soul-destroying heresy, unbelief, and 
eternal damnation; what a series of victories for Satan, the 
prince of darkness; what a terrible eternal loss and ruin of 
immortal souls; what an awful spectacle of pain, torment, and 
anguish does such wholesale distribution of this nefarious lit- 
eraturo convey to one’s mind! We shudder as we with pen 
draw the picture. Then add the anti-Scriptural literature cir- 
culated by Adventists, Christadelphians, Spiritualists, Theos- 
ophists, Mormons, ete. 

“Pondering these facts, is it possible that we can remain 
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apathetic and idle? Let us ask ourselves, Are we doing every- 
thing in our power to counteract tho pernicious influence of 
this heretical propaganda? <A practically inexhaustible supply 
of free literature and a large supply of remarkably cheap lit- 
erature are noteworthy features of Russcllite propaganda. To 
these are largely due their successes in gaining adherents. If 
delusion and error can arouse such zeal and activity for their 
dissemination, should not the truth as we possess it arouse us 
to greater zeal and activity? Should not and could not ways 
and means be found in our Synod for the wholesale distribution 
of orthodox tracts and papers at the very least into every home 
in our Synod?” 

No fault can be found with the reasoning of our Australian 
brother. Tireless propaganda of the sects, by means of free 
literature, accounts for the growth of these strange plants. Free 
distribution of sound Christian literature is the best means of 
offsetting this propaganda. We again direct tho attention of 
our readers to the new policy of the American Lutheran Pub- 
licity Bureau, ‘which now furnishes its ‘tracts free of charge. 
Some of our congregations have become so firmly convinced 
of the need of good Christian reading-matter in our homes that 
they pay out of the congregational treasury the subscription 
price, either of Der Lutheraner or of LutHeran WITNEssS, 
whichever is preferred, for every home in the congregation. 
Elsewhere, young people’s societies pay for a copy of the 
Witness in the local public library. Others send, at their 
expense, a copy of our paper to the local newspaper. There is 
evidence at hand that some appreciable good has been done 
through these moves for greater publicity. And, indeed, it ill 
behooves us to become wrathful because we are so much mis- 
understood when we have not done all in our power to acquaint 
others with our stand in doctrine, and practise, and on modern 
issues. G. 

Faultfinding Injurious to Pastors and People. — It has 
often been remarked that in many cases the treatment which a 
pastor or teacher receives from a congregation does not har- 
monize with the high esteem which God demands for those who 
teach His Word. Some attribute the many vacancies in pulpits 
and the resignations of pastors and teachers to the neglect and 
contempt which many of these men experience. In examining 
this subject we must be careful at the very beginning to dis- 
tinguish between the pastors and teachers who serve in our own 
Church and those who are in other churches. In some churches 
where the preacher dabbles in politics, the long-suffering of their 
congregations is rather astonishing than otherwise. But in our 
own church, conditions are not always ideal, and there is some 
truth in that to which a writer in the Herald of Gospel Inberty 
calls attention, namely, that many church-members take a very 
critical attitude towards the pastor. The difficulties of his tasks 
are not properly estimated. The daily sacrifices which pastors 
and teachers must make are not kept in mind. Their sincerity 
and earnest endeavors remain unnoticed. Some fault, on the 
other hand, or some lack of gift or power is noticed, is com- 
mented upon, is made the subject of conversation. The external 
success and growth of the congregation or school is considered 
a real criterion of the worth of their work; the church is spoken 
of as if it were merely an ordinary business organization. The 
material progress of other congregations which are more favor- 
ably situated is compared with home conditions. Under these 
circumstances the pastor or teacher may himself become dis- 
couraged, seek another field of usefulness, and if these ex- 
periences are repeated, the spiritual life, activity, and useful- 
ness of pastors, teachers, and congregations is injured, the work 
of the Lord suffers, and a noxious weed of ill report about 
workers and congregations may develop that will be difficult to 
destroy or outlive. Every one who loves the Lord and loves the 


a ETT VET er Y 
THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. 


Church should be upon his guard not to cause or encourage such 

sad and distressing conditions. Though your pastor is not a 
very Martin Luther, he may do excellent work, if you give him 
the proper support and encouragement. Have you never heard 
that “God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound 
the things which are mighty’? Brilliant and gifted men have 
often done the Church a great deal of harm. If with all their 
gifts they lack the gift of humility, of kindness, and brotherly 
love, and of unselfish devotion, great harm will come from their 
activity. Such men have been the very cause of division and 
schisms. On the other hand, God has through weak means often 
accomplished great things for His Church. How insignificant _ 
a man was Joseph, the husband of the Virgin Mary! How in- 
significant was that lad with his few loaves and fishes, through 
whom Jesus, nevertheless, fed more than five thousand people in 
the wilderness! 


You, my dear Christian, who have some fault to find with 
your pastor, and you who believe that you and your congregation 
could do much better with a more brilliant, more gifted, more 
powerful man, God calls upon you to pray for His instrument, 
and he requests you to esteem him very highly, not because of 
his personality and gifts and powers, but “for his work’s sake.” 
1 Thess. 5, 18. 


Pastors must remember that they ought not be “overcome 
of evil, but overcome evil with good.” Rom.12,21. And con- 
gregations — that includes every member in the congregation — 
should do all in their power that the pastors whom God Himself 
has given them may “do their work with joy, and not with 
grief,” because a discouraged, troubled, and saddened pastor 
cannot work at his best. Heb. 13,17. Even those of us who are 
very earnestly desirous of having our congregations prosper and 
grow, and every department of our church-work in a flourishing 
condition, should not forget that the apostle expressly admon- 
ishes us Ohristians: “Above all things, have fervent charity 
among yourselves.” 1°Pet.4,8. If there are those who, with the 
best of intentions perhaps, are faultfinding, criticizing, and 
uttering comparisons unfavorable to their own pastor and his 
work, they ought to be told that untold harm has been done 
through this kind of activity. All members, men and women, 
should prayerfully and determinedly, seeking God’s help, aid a 
faithful pastor in his important work and thus have the very 
richest blessings prayed down upon themselves and upon their 
families by those whose prayers God hears. Remember how 
Paul prayed for Onesiphorus: “The Lord give mercy unto the 
house of Onesiphorus; for he oft refreshed me, and was not 
ashamed of my chain.” S. 


Liberal Offerings for Missions. — Reports are coming 
from many States which lend support to the view that the turn 
has come in the tide, that our people are giving more nearly 
in accordance with their means to the cause of Christ and His 
Gospel. Not only do the totals in the amounts reported by the 
various District treasurers exceed the totals of other years, but 
the hope seems justified that, when all moneys are in, our Mis- 
sion Boards will be able to operate with a surplus instead of 
a deficit. The trend seems to be towards new interest in mis- 
sions and towards greater liberality in giving. A few examples 
only can be quoted. In Detroit, Concordia (Delray) Congrega-. 
tion raised $1,000, against $50 only a few years ago. In 
Fowler, Mich., 90 communicant members contributed $140, and 
at St. Johns, Mich., a congregation of 7 voting and 20 com- — 
municant members gave $101. Tho Lyons, Iowa, congregation 
collected $502, more than twice the amount collected in any 
other year. Emmaus, Indianapolis, collected $831, as compared 
with $200 to $250 only three or four years ago. And so on. 

These “records” do not just happen. In each case above 


| 
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specified, the donation envelope was used. All had some kind 
of preparation, either through pastoral letters, or’ preparatory 
sermons, or both. If as much wero done in the majority of 
our congregations, the treasuries would be filled and our Mission 
Boards would be mightily encouraged to open new fields. Even 
as it is, we are confident that the improvement in mission 
interest, noticeable in recent years, shows no signs of abating, 
but is spreading in many circles of our synodical body. G. 


Taking Time to Be a Parent.— Mr. Edward Bok, for 
many years editor of the Ladies’ Home Journal and otherwise 
prominent among men of letters, has resigned his position. Im- 
mediately upon his resignation, he tells us, his friends wrote to 
him, some very much concerned about his health, others prog- 
nosticating his degeneration if he remained idle. One of his 
friends is even now looking for signs of mental collapse in 
Mr. Bok. The erstwhile editor of the Ladies’ Home Journal, 
therefore, takes occasion to tell his American friends a few 
things. In the first place, he admits that he is not an American 
by birth, having been born a Dutchman, but he refuses to believe 
that on this account he is, even by a jot or tittle, less an Amer- 
ican than the most American of all his acquaintances. He 
writes: “Not that I do not consider myself an American. I do 
by training, if not by birth; and sometimes I like to think 
that this latter parental gift makes me somewhat of a better 
American than the average American-born. For I have tried 
to take on and into myself the best that America has to offer, 
but I have also held on to some of the best of my Dutch ideals 
and ideas.” 

After saying this, he preaches a sermon to the American 
business man by telling him that he is entirely too devoted to 
the business of making money. He tells him that he has so 
devoted himself to this one activity of amassing a fortune that 
he can scarcely note or enjoy anything else. He writes: “The 
real trouble with the American business man is that in many 
instances he is actually afraid to let go, because, out of business, 
he would not know what to do. For years he has so immersed 
himself in business, to the exclusion of all other interests, that 
at fifty or seventy he finds himself a slave to his business, with 
positively no inner resources. Retirement from the one thing 
that he docs know would naturally leave such a man useless to 
himself, his family, and his community: worse than useless, as 
a matter of fact, for he would become a burden to himself and 
a nuisance to his family.” 

Mr. Bok tells us Americans that even during our career as 
business men or professional men we should have resources out- 
side of our “business.” He calls it a pathetic sight to see a man 
always gnawing at the same bone. To one particular phase of 
this American slavery to “business” he calls attention in the 


‘ following: “Take the really tragic picture that we all too often 


see in our American family life, where the father has become 
so completely a slave to his business that he has no time to be 
a father. If the saying be true that everything achieved in this 
life is at the expense of something else, it would seem some- 
times that a man’s material success is too often bought at the 
cost of the fatherly relation.” 

And then he narrates these experiences: “ ‘Father is such 
good company,’ said a son, looking at his father absorbed in 
some business papers; ‘but the trouble is, he is so busy you 
can’t get hold of him.’ How often one hears this of the success- 
ful man; and the sons or daughters proceed with their lives, 
their enjoyments, and leave the father out! ‘He is so nice,’ said 
a daughter of a busy, successful man, ‘but we do not feel as if 
he belonged to us any more. It is always business, business. He 
has got himself into so many things that he really hasn’t time 
for us.’ What a picture to contemplate! 


“ 
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“One of the loveliest girls I know said to me of her father: 
‘How I wish father would do what you have done! He could 
easily do it. As it is, we hardly see anything of him; he is 
hardly ever at home, and when he is, he is busy at meetings or 
conferences in the evenings, or he has business friends at the 
house. It is always that horrid business” A man who had 
recently retired from a pivotal position told me that what 
brought him to a decision was his daughter’s saying to him, 
‘Dear Daddy, I could love you so much if I only had a chance 
to get acquainted with you.” 

Mr. Bok is right. The average American father does not 
take time to be a parent. However much any of us may imagine 
that we are serving God, if we do not take time to be parents to 
our children, we sin grievously by omission. That man who is 
too busy to be a husband and father to his family is doing more 
than God wants him to do. 

And when a father does give time to his family, let him be 
sure to speak not only of health, and money, and shrewdness in 
dealing with others, but also of that most important of all con- 
cerns, of our relation to God, our sin and our Savior. S. 


Atonement According to Mrs. Eddy.— The founder of 
what is known as Christian Science writes in her book Science 
and Health, page 18: “Atonement is the exemplification of 
man’s unity with God, whereby man reflects divine truth, life, 
and love. Jesus of Nazareth taught and demonstrated man’s 
onencss with the Father, and for this we owe Him endless 
homage.” Commenting upon this statement of Mrs. Eddy, a 
writer in the Christian Science Monitor declares: “So it is not 
the person of Jesus that saves mankind, it is the truth indicated 
by the title, ‘The Christ” This truth is revealed in the teach- 
ings of Jesus and in His life, and as it is understood and ac- 
cepted, we can truly call Him our Savior, for by it we are saved 
and healed here and now.” In simple language this means that 
Jesus Wvas a mere man, and, even as such, we are not to con- 
sider Him our Savior. But He taught the truth and demon- 
strated its power for life and love, and because of the truth 
which He taught, He was called Christ. According to Mrs. 
Eddy, therefore, Jesus is not the Way, but the way-shower, who 
is to teach us how we are to demonstrate in our life that we are 
really one with God, and thus, through this demonstration we 
are to be saved for a happy and healthy life here and now. Each 
person’s atonement is wrought as each person exemplifies man’s 
unity with God. Thus Mrs. Eddy teaches that in reality Jesus 
is only to teach us to save ourselves. If Jesus is called Savior, 
according to her teaching, that means nothing more than that 
He showed us how we may be our own saviors. Stripped of its 
verbiage and mystic phraseology, the whole Christian Science, 
therefore, is simply this: Be good, and you are saved. 

After all, it is reassuring to find that this Eddyism which 
some speak of as such an elusive, mysterious something is nothing 
but another form of the religion of salvation through our own 
works, life, or character. 

That is, after all, the same religion which the Pope teaches, 
and which the Spiritists teach, and which the Pharisees taught 
in the time of Jesus, and which Judaizing teachers taught in 
the time of the apostles. To save us from this religion of works, 
Jesus died upon the cross. To save us from this religion of 
works, the Bible was written. To save us from this religion of 
works, God raised up Martin Luther to give powerful and de- 
cisive testimony to the truth that we are not justified by the 
works of the Jaw, but by faith alone. All false religions teach 
this same theory of salvation by works. They all promise you 
great results here and now if you follow their teachings. They 
all dress up this doctrine with their own peculiar mystic phrases 
and fantastic conceptions, and with more or less weird and fas- 
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cinating perversions of Biblical statements and mix the whole 
with a little truth for bait. But the deadly poison, the destruc- 
tive, ruinous lice that is the real kernel of every false religion is 
this doctrine of salvation by works. That doctrine closes the 
gates of heaven to every miserable sinner and leaves him to de- 
spair, or it makes of him a deluded Pharisee, who will strut into 
the temple of God for a season and thank God that he is not as 
other men are, until on Judgment Day, when it is too late, he 
discovers that he is the very worst of men and is lost forever. 

The truth which Jesus taught is this: “This is the will of 
Him that sent Me, that every one which secth the Son, and be- 
lieveth on Him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him 
up at the last day.” And: “He that believeth on Jfe hath ever- 
lasting life. J am the Bread of Life.” And therefore His faith- 
ful apostle Paul, by the inspiration of God Himself, taught: 
“We conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds 
of the Law.” Let every one, however learned he may be, be sure 
that he knows and holds fast this religion of faith, so that he 
may not be deceived by the thousand and one different forms of 
the religion of works. Ss. 








@itlook and Review. 


Correspondence. 








NEWS FROM THE COLLEGES. — 


According to complete reports just received, the enrolment 
of our seminaries and colleges now totals 2,041. Of this number 
145 are enrolled in scientific and business courses (Winfield, 
56 out of a total of 163; Bronxville, 48 out of a total of 151; 
Fort Wayne, 8 out of a total of 240; Conover, 33 out of a total 
of G1), leaving a total of 1,896 preparing for the work of the 
Church in school and pulpit. - 

' The following remarks of our college presidents, appended 
to the statistical data received, will interest our readers. / 


President Theo. Buenger, of St. Paul, Miun., writes: — 


“From the Norwegian brethren we have included in the 
total enrolled (163), 8 new and 6 old students. The last entrant 
is from Natal, South Africa. 

“Our newly arranged course of studies seems to give good 
satisfaction: we have for each class 22 periods per week, each 
60 minutes, besides the religious instruction only five studics 
for each year. ; 

“I believe the Wityess has not yet published the fact that 
our school has been accredited by the University of Minnesota 
as a Junior Collego and High School. There were absolutely 
no changes necessary that could in the least interfere with our 
purpose of preparing the young men for the theological course 
in St. Louis, even as to the bilingual schooling.” 


Prof. W. Arndt, of Concordia, Mo: — 


“On October 10, ‘College Day,’ or ‘College Sunday,’ was 
observed in the interest of St. Paul’s College. It was the first 
time in the history of the institution that such a festival was 
held on its grounds. The Joint Pastoral Conference of Mis- 
souri, which was in session at Sweet Springs at the time. joined 
in the festivities, and five of its members were the speakers of 
the day, namely, Revs. F. W. Mueller, J. H. OC. Fritz, L. Reith, 
J. Frenz, and M. Schaefer. It is estimated that about 4,000 
Lutherans were in attendance. Special music was furnished by 
the students, and by a large chorus that had been formed by 
uniting the choirs of four congregations of the neighborhood. 
A substantial collection was lifted for the boarding department 
of the college. In the evening a number of alumni of St. Paul’s 
met who beg to inform their brethren that they have founded an 
alumni association for promoting the interests of St. Paul’s 
College, and who hope soon to be a strong factor in the develop- 
ment of their alma mater.” 


President Geo. Romoser, of Bronxville, N. Y.: “New 
courses — Scientific and Modern Language— were not urged 
this summer on account of lack of time.” 


tt) Die 
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President A. W. Haver; of Winfield, Kans.:— 


“An additional teacher, Prof. A. E. Kunzmann, was duly 
installed, on the opening day of college, by Rev. R. Miessler, 
chairman of the Bourd of Trustees. We now have a full corps 
of teachers. Two of the new professors’ resideuces erected by 
Synod are now occupied. They are substantially, built of hollow 
tile and stueco, and located on the block donated by the laymen 
of our District; this block adjoins our campus on the west. 
One of the houses is occupied by the Director, the other by 
Prof. Graebner.” 


President Theo. Brohm, of Oakland, Cal.: “Our California 
Concordia is now filled to its capacity. The comparatively large 
influx of new students necessitated the purchase of about fifteen 
hundred dollars’ worth of new furniture, ete. To secure the 
required funds, our local Board of Control will invite the kind 
and efficient cooperation of the California branches of the 
Walther League. A request for a student-viear to assist the 
faculty here has been submitted to the consideration of Synod’s 
Board of Directors.” 


President F. W. J. Sylwester, Portland, Oreg.: “We lost 
not a single boy this year. All our old boys who had not finished 


here returned, and those who had graduated in June entered 
Oakland.” 


DEDICATION OF SCHOOL AT FIVE POINTS, IND. 


St. John’s Congregation at Five Points on September 5 was 
privileged to dedicate its new school-building. 

The congregation at Five Points — “Minden” congregation 
near Indianapolis— is one of the oldest congregations of the 
Central District, and has jealously guarded her parochial school 
from the very beginning. Until 19138, the pastors of the con- 
grezation devoted much of their time and energy to the work 
of instructing and educating the young in school. In the year 
1913, however, the congregation resolved to call an efficient male 
teacher. T'rom that time on our school has grown and flourished. 
The need of a modern and up-to-date building with better equip- 
ment was soon realized, and the congregation resolved to erect 
a building which would spell the last word in modern school- 
building. And that it truly is. ‘The school-building covers a 
ground space 4070 feet, is two stories high, and has a base- 
ment with coal- and boiler-rooms besides room for recreational 
purposes. Tho main floor consists of two classrooms, 2537 
fect, with cloak-rooms, and a smaller office-room 1215 fect, 
suitable for the pastor’s instruction classes, committee mectings, 
and the like. The second floor has a large, spacious auditorium 
with stage. The auditorium is furnished with 300 auditorium 
folding-chairs, both classrooms with modern, adjustable, pedestal 
desks, and the pastor’s room with university chairs. The entire 
building is well ventilated, equipped with steam radiation and 
eons light, and represents an aggregate cost of approximately 

38,000. 

During the vacation months the. congregation decided to 
add an cighth grade and to call an additional teacher. Elaborate 
preparations had been made for the dedication of the new build- 
ing, including a fine meal for the guests (more than 1,000) from 
our sister congregations. Two services were held, a German 
scrvice in the morning with a sermon by Rev. F. Wambsganss, 
followed by the English dedicatory service in the afternoon, with 
a sermon by Rev. Paul Schulz. The solemnity of both services 
was enhanced by appropriate selections rendered by a massed 
choir and the schoolchildren. 

With hearts overflowing with joy and grateful acknowledg- 
ment we declare with Samuel: “Hitherto hath the Lord helped 
us.” And in looking forward into the future of this provision 
we have made for the spiritual welfare of our children, we 
prayerfully, humbly, but confidingly implore the Father of all 
grace: Let that fervent zeal which inspired the hearts of our 
fathers, that zeal which, thanks to Thy grace, has been kept alive 
in our hearts, ever be and continue to be a burning flame in the 
hearts of our children and children’s children. 


Indianapolis, Ind. L. Wamnscanss. 
CHICAGO LETTER. 


The work of the Church is again in full progress in Chicago. 
Dedications, corner-stone layings, anniversary ecclebrations are 
proof of the activities of the churches. In September, St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church (the Rev. I. P. Merbitz, pastor) Inid the 
corner-stone of its new building. Qwing to local surroundings, 
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this congregation is locating about four miles from its former 
home. It is moving into a ficld not directly covered by any of 
our other churches. This feature makes the event of added 
interest. ; ’ 

During the month of September, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church dedicated its new church and school. Some time ago 
the former buildings were destroyed by fire. This dedication 
was a day of rejoicing and thanksgiving for the congregation 
and its pastor, the Rev. T. Thieme. Three well-attended servites 
evidenced the joy and gratitude of this congregation. 

The first Sunday in October was a day of general rejoicing. 
On this date the new City Missionary, the Rev. H. G. Sandvoss, 
formerly of Jolict, was installed. The service was held in Im- 


_ manuel Church (the Rev. L. Hoelter, pastor). ‘The spacious 


auditorium of the church was filled to capacity by members and 
representatives of tho several congregations of Chicago and 
Cook County.. The Rev. A. Ullrich, chairman of the City Mis- 
sion Board, preached the German sermon, and the Rev. E. F. 
Haertel preached an English sermon. 

Zion Lutheran Church (the Rev. E. Tappenbeck, pastor) 
celebrated its fifticth anniversary on the first Sunday of October. 
At the morning service, the Rev: Budach, a former pastor of 
Zion Church, conducted the service. The evening service was 
conducted by the Rev. W. Martens. Both services were well 
attended. 

Bethany Lutheran Church (the Rev. K. G. Schlerf, pastor) 
observed the fifteenth anniversary of tho founding of their con- 
gregation. Spccial services were held October 3, which were well 
attended by the congregation and their friends. ‘This congre- 
gation was organized by the Rev. E. F. Haertel in 1905. At the 
time of its organization the call for a pastor was extended to 
the Rev. K. G. Schlerf, who has continued in the service of the 
congregation continuously. In grateful appreciation of the 
labors of its pastor, Bethany Church presented him with a new 
automobile. The congregation also showed’ its gratitude to a 
fellow-member of the church, Mr. E. H. Schwarz, who has been 
superintendent of the Sunday-school for fourteen and one-half 
years. Ho was presented with a beautiful gold watch in 
acknowledgment of faithful and efficient service. 

Last spring the Chicago Pastoral Conference appointed a 
committee on local mission-work. At the instance of this com- 
mittee a new congregation has been organized in Rogers Park, 
Chieago. Tho name of this new mission is Bethesda Lutheran 
Church. This congregation has been organized and is supported 
by the Northern Illinois District Mission Board. A pastor has 
been called. At present, services are held in a vacant store, 
which the congregation has purchased. A parochial school is 
also to be established as soon as possible. 

May the blessing of God rest upon these and all our 
churches! E. V. Haseronr. 


MEETING OF THE LAKE ERIE CONFERENCE DISTRICT. 


The Lake Erie Conference met in regular session at Grace 
Church, Elyria, O., the Rev. H. C. Muhly, pastor, September 
28—30. At the opening session, organization was effected, and 
Rev. Wm. H. Dale, of Pittsburgh, elected chairman, the under- 
signed, secretary. The two papers before the Conference, the 
one an exegetical treatment of the Epistle to tho Philippians by 
Pastor Muhly, and the other by Pastor Walker, of Buffalo, on 
“Some Phases of Modern Preaching,, and Some Elements to 
Mako for Successful Preaching,” proved to bo very interesting 
and provocative of much and lively discussion. Questions of 
casuistry, asked by various brethren, brought answers which 
were of interest and benefit to all. Considerable time was also 
given to President Kreinheder’s presentation of the Synodical 
Budget. Pastors Bartels and Webber of Cleveland, representing 


a central committee in St. Louis at the first convention of the 


American Legion in session at Cleveland, reported that efforts 
to keep a lodge ritual out of the make-up of that organization 
were successful, and Conference instructed its secretary to thank 
and commend Mr. Otto Holtmann, of Evansville, Ind., member 
of the cominittce on Constitution at the Legion Convention, for 


-his firm and uncompromising stand on this question. <A. pas- 


toral service was held on Wednesday evening, September 29, at 
which Pastor Kroencke, of Cincinnati, preached. There were 
29 of the. 31 members of Conference present at the sessions. 
A good spirit was everywhere in evidence, and tho splendid hos- 
pitality of the local church was much enjoyed and appreciated. 
Detroit, Mich. A. T. Tona, Secretary. 


TRACT DISTRIBUTION WEEK. 


The .American Lutheran Publicity Bureau is urging the 
observance of the week October 24—31 as Tract Distribution 
Week. This organization offers tracts free in any quantities, 
expecting, however, that churches, societies, and individuals by 
their contributions will make the carrying.on of this free tract 
distribution possible through the so-called Free Tract Fund. 
Tracts are printed as the funds permit. The wide-spread dis- 
semination of Lutheran doctrine and principles in the form of 
tracts is a project worthy of support. There is no doubt that 
the persistent distribution of tracts will be productive of great 
good in our own congregations. The concise statement of cer- 
tain facts and principles in leaflet form will prove instructive 
to many of our people. The knowledge of matters pertaining to 
our Lutheran Church is admittedly not so strong and clear 
among our own members as it might be, and many of them will 
find these leaflets helpful. Many of those who reecived their 
religious instruction in the German language have some diffi- 
culty in making clear their Church’s position by means of the 
English language. To these a printed argument, with all the 
necessary points stated, will prove a boon in many a religious 
argument. ISvery pastor knows how frequently his people are 
drawn into religious discussions with those of a different faith. 
To be able to hand out a good tract on such an ocension will 
relicve many a tense situation. For the purpose of home in- 
struction alone the establishment of a well-stocked tract-table 
or tract-rack in the rear or the vestibule of the church will. 
prove beneficial. 


But the principal object of tract distribution is, of course, 
to reach the unchurched and the large number of the chureched 
who know little or nothing of Lutheranism. The value of tracts 
as 2 missionary agency has not been fully realized by all in our 
circles. The excellent tracts issued by Concordia Publishing 
House have not been given the distribution they deserved. Only 
here and there, where an inquiring person was to be set right, 
were these little printed messengers employed. 


The American Lutheran Publicity Bureau has for years 
been urging a larger use of tracts, and its efforts in this line of 
missionary endeavor have not been in vain. The observance of 
Tract Distribution Week must, however, be only the beginning 
of a steady congregational practise. Persistently followed out, 
this means of secd-sowing cannot be without some fruit. Muay 
tract distribution become more and more a habit in our circles. 


St. Paul, Minn. Paut LinpEMANN. 


Religious Press. 


THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST AND THE UNION MEETING. 


Never before possibly did we read such plain words, not 
even from a Lutheran pen, as are found in the Lutheran Survey 
of January 28th. It is part of an article that appeared in the 
Christian Standard, an organ of the Disciple Church. There 
aro of course some very important differences between the Lu- 
theran doctrinal position and that of the Disciples, but the man 
from whose words we shall quote certainly has some decided 
couvictions bearing on a “union meeting” and on federation of 
churches in general — convictions that we are quite ready to 
endorse. It is really refreshing in these times of doctrinal in- 
difference and of finttened convictions to find men who see 
straight in this mixup and who are not afraid to tell what 
they seo— men who are still bound by the Word of the Lord, 
and who seck to stand by every word the Holy Spirit has 
spoken. 

This man apparently has nothing for union meetings, and 
ho gives his reasons. He says that “a minister cannot preach 
the entire Gospel of Christ in a union meeting.” Here are 
some of his reasons: — 

“There is nothing so unpopular among denominationalists 
to-day as the Gospel of Christ itself, in all-of its simplicity and 
truth. A man can como into a community and lecture on in- 
fidelity, materialism, Christian Science, or Mormonism, and he 
will not arouse any determined opposition; but just let him step 
out and declare the whole counsel of God, and the old parties 
line up shoulder to shoulder in opposition. I repeat that a man 
cannot preach the entire Gospel of Christ in a union meeting. 
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Therefore I say that 2 meeting which would break up as a result 
of preaching the Gospel had better never begin. 

“We compromise the Gospel of Christ when we enter a 
union meeting, and agreo to avoid all matters which have created 
doctrinal controversy. We compromise our principles and our 
plea. Some people assert that we can win the denominations to 
the full requirements of the Gospel by cooperating with them. 
Probably so, if we could preach the full requirements. But we 
cannot preach the entire Gospel in a union meeting; and if we 
cannot preach it in its entirety, how are we to win them to it? 
If they will not hear it, how aro we going to win them to it? 
If we cannot preach our plea, how will we ever be able to win 
them to our plea?” 

Every one knows that it is customary at evangelistic union 
mectings, a la Billy Sunday type, to pass out cards, asking all 
“converts” to indicate on the card their church preference. 
On this custom he says: — é 

‘Do you think that the Apostle Paul would hand a man 
a card if he were among us to-day, and ask that man to state 
his church preference? Doesn’t the idea of ‘church preference’ 
seem rather ridiculous in connection with the preaching of 
Paul? Doesn’t the idea of ‘confession cards’ seem rather ridicu- 
lous in connection with the preaching of Philip?” 

On the result of preaching distinctive doctrines in a union 
meeting he has this to say: — 

“On the other hand, suppose we were to assert that ‘except 
ye be born of water and of the Spirit, ye cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God,’ which is the language of Jesus Christ; sup- 
pose we were to assert that ‘faith comes by hearing and hearing 
by the Word of God’; that ‘the Gospel is the power of God 
unto salvation unto every one that believeth’; that ‘with the 
mouth confession is mado unto salvation’; that we are ‘buried 
with Him by Baptism unto death, that like as Christ was raised 
up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should rise to walk in newness of life’; and that ‘the disciples 
came together on the first day of the weck to break bread,’ all 
of which is the language of the Holy Spirit, what would be the 
result? There wouldn’t be any satisfactory results, for the 
union meeting would end in a riot.” 

And on compromising the Gospel in union mectings he 
says further: — 

“Do you think that God would have us compromise to 
please the follower of any creed? Do you think that God would 
have us compromise the Gospel to keep sweet with any indi- 
vidual? Do you think that God would have us compromise the 
Gospel of Christ in order to tickle the ears of the populace? 
Doesn’t the idea of compromise on the part of Almighty God 
seem rather antagonistic to our conception of the Supreme 
Being who is the author of positive divine law? We should 
not cooperate with movements that compromise the Gospel.” 


As to the effect of such meetings upon people, — he men- 
tions young people in particular,—where all sorts of things 
are said and distinctive doctrines ignored, he adds: — 

“They begin to say to themselves: ‘It docs not matter as 
to what church I belong, just so I am sincere. We are all 
working to get to the same place anyway.” They begin to look 
upon these various bodies as Scriptural, as necessary because 
of the conflicting opinions of men. They begin to fall in line 
with denominational followers. What would be the result? In 
another generation the Christian Church would be entirely won 
away from the original teachings of Christ.” 

Doubtless a careful comparison between the position of the 
writer from whom we have quoted, and that of tho Lutheran 
Church would reveal some important differences; nevertheless 
above are given some of the cogent reasons why the Lutheran 
Church does not and cannot join in union meetings. We can- 
not go into such a mecting and preach the full Gospel of Christ 
as wo understand it, and as we believe the Lord requires of 
us as His faithful ministers. We would have to hold some 
things back, the distinctive doctrines of our faith, which have 
come down to us through the Reformation from Christ and 
tho apostles. We could not be true to our Lord and to our 
own conscience not to preach those doctrines in any mecting 
whatsoever. 


But if we preached them, then what? Then there would 
be a “riot.” — Lutheran Standard (Ohio Synod). 
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(EprrortaL Note. — By arrangement with the L. L. L. Campaign 
Committee, this column is conducted by Rev. Karl G. Schlerf as Spe- 
cial Campaign Correspondent.) 


Heb. 6,10: “For God is not unrighteous to forget your 
work and labor of love, which ye have showed toward His name, 
in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister.” 

The assistance which the Church gives to the Veterans of 
the Cross brings more cheer and sunshine into darkened homes 
than you can imagine. The gratitude of the beneficiaries is 
unbounded. They are constantly remembering at the throne of 
grace those who have made this help possible. Have you a place 


in their prayers? 
GOD’S PROMISE. 


Josh.1,5: “I will be with thee; I will not fail thee nor 
forsake thee.” ‘ 

The preacher has been serving God these many years. He 
has given his Church all his affection, energy, thought, and 
devotion. God has been his Master; the Church has been the 
field of his unremitting toil. Now that he has come to old age, 


will the Lord cast him off? Never! God’s promises are sure. ° 


They have not been revoked. What is this that Ho pledges? 
“T will be with thee, I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee.” 

God must make good His word to the old preacher, but 
how? God works through His people. The Lord has laid upon 


. the Church this solemn duty. The Church is the bank where 


God’s promises to the old preacher must be cashed. Archangels 
will not be sent from heaven with currency as long’/as the 
Church has an abundance. God is pledged to the support of 
His children who trust in Him, and we are His chosen agents 
to do His will toward them. We must not fail Him, lest those 
whom. He loves and whom we love and honor, and to whose 
fidelity and labors the Church and, it may be, our own souls 
owe so much, when in their old age they ask for bread are 
given a stone, or for a fish are given a serpent. The Church 
must, in the name of Christ, care for the preacher who in the 
journey of life has come to the last inn on the road and “super- 
annuated,” waits the royal summons. 


EVERY WEEK 


a new earth mound covers the wearied body of an aged servant 
of the Master. Yesterday you might have helped him. To-day 
you cannot. I do not appeal for him. His reward is ample. 
But I do appeal for his comrade who survives, for the aged 
companion of his trials and triumphs, and for the dependent 
orphans, whose tears fill the eye of God. Their needs furnish 
your highest opportunity for holy service. 

Tho best way for you and the best way for the Veterans of 
the Cross, who are with us to-day, but who to-morrow will have 
gone to their reward, is to make a GIFT to them, to be forever 
invested in their behalf and in behalf of the successive gen- 
erntions of the aged servants of the Lord. 


TWO DISTRICTS HAVE ee THEIR QUOTA AND 


ORE. 
T6we Distri¢’ scaxsess oc i exes $178,840.40, or 110.5% 
California and Nevada District.....$ 45,814.44, or 100.5% 
STATESMEN. 


Former Vice-President Fairbanks: “The ministers, who 
have given their lives in the fullest and ‘best sense of the word 
to the good of their fellow-men, should be bountifully provided 
for when the infirmities .of age and other disabilities have come 
upon them.” 

Senator Dolliver: “Tt is the pressing duty of the Church 
to see to it that the old age of its faithful retired servants should 
not be embarrassed by poverty and want.” 


SHALL THE BUILDING BE ROOFLESS? 
(By Rey. E. T. Lass, Oak Park, Ill.) 


Swiftness in duty is mandatory for the completion of this 
memorial. The time is short and the duty is clear. There is 
not a moment to lose, if, in our allotted time, we would finish 
the work that is given us to do. 

The building must be completed before winter sets in. 
A roofless building is usually an indication of something being 
wrong somewhere with him who began to build and then left 
the building in an unfinished and incomplete condition. 

Love to our Veterans of the Cross commands us to serve 


_——_—- 
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in the completion of the $3,000,000 L. L. L. Fund. If we ought 
to be grateful, sincercly thankful to any one, outside of the Lord 
Jesus, it certainly is to that class of men who so willingly and 
self-sacrificingly have served us in days of prosperity and ad- 
versity, in weal and woe, in sickness, tribulation, and bereave- 
ment: the servants of the Lord! Let us not withhold from 
our Veterans of the Cross that which is justly theirs. ; 

We are erecting this building through love for Christ. 
Things we do for others in Christ’s name, are done for Him. 
Remember that wonderful “inasmuch” in the twenty-fifth chap- 
ter of Matthew. Let us complete the “building” for Him! The 
campaign must be completed before Thanksgiving Day. It will 
be a real Thanksgiving Day, if that “roof” is on. 


WHO IS TO BLAME? 


At the October 1 meeting of our Campaign Committee, our 
Executive Secretary reported that letters frequently came to 
the Milwaukee office complaining: “We contributed to the 
L. L. L. months ago, but are not receiving the LuTHeran Wit- 
ness (or Lutheraner) to which we are entitled. Why do you not 
carry out what you promised? You must have a poor system 
in your office, or some one is carcless,” etc., ete. 

But the fault does not rest with us. Hero are a few of the 
reasons why such delays occur: — 

1. Moneys are not sent direct to the Treasurer of the L. DL. LD. 
although we have always emphasized that they should be. 

2. Instead, moneys are sent to District Treasurers, who 


- often forward them to us without as much as giving the name 


of the congregations making such contributions, much less item- 
ized reports. We write for this information and often receive 
no answer at all, or we only reccive it after weeks and even 
months of waiting. ; 

8. Congregational treasurers and pastors at times make re- 
mittances without furnishing the list of contributors, and in 
many cases it takes weeks and months until we get such a list, 
if we get it at all. Or we are furnished with a list of names, 
but neither the address of the contributors nor the amount con- 
tributed by each is given! 

4. In some cases we receive only the carbon copy of the list 
instead of the original, and the copy is frequently so faint and 
indistinct that it cannot be deciphered. ; 

5. Sometimes contributors prefer the Lutheraner, but fail 

to say so. If no preference is indicated, the LurHERAN WITNESS 
is sent, because it is our official organ. ; 
_ 6. Many contributors of more than $6 during 1919 expected 
to reccive the papers for more than one year. However, L. L. L. 
memberships run only for the calendar year and must be re- 
newed annually. They also entitle to only one year’s sub- 
scription, but commence approximately with the time when the 
membership fee is received. ; 

These are the principal reasons why some contributors do 
not receive their papers promptly or not at all. The reader 
should see where the fault lies. It does not rest with the 
L. L. L. office. st ie 

If contributors will follow our frequently given directions, 
there will be little cause for complaint. These directions are 
few and simple: — — 

a. Not every contribution entitles to membership in the 
L. L. L. and to a yearly subscription to the Lurueran WITNESS 
or Lutheraner. Only contributions of $6 or more bring. such 
privileges. : a 

b. All moneys for L. L. L. membership dues or contributions 
to tho Endowment Fund should be sent direct to the D. L. L. 
Treasurer, Mr. Fred C. Pritzlaff, at the AMuwaukee office, 
430 Tirst Wisconsin National Bank Building. This moncy be- 
longs to the L. L. L., and the District Treasurer should not be 
burdened with forwarding it to us. — 

c. When sending money, always give full name and address; 


and if you prefer the Lutheraner to the LuTHEeran WITNESS,. 


then slate this expressly. ; ; ; 
Follow these directions, allow us sufficient time for placing 
the order, and the Concordia Publishing House sufficient time 
to prepare its mailing-list, and you will receive what you are 
entitled to. If you do not follow these directions, you will 
create disappointment for yourself and trouble and annoyance 
for us. It is just as easy to do this right as to do it wrong. 
So why not do it right?! ; 
O. J. Graemer, Executive Secretary. 
LUTHERAN LAYMEN’S LEAGUE. 
Home Office: 730 First Wisconsin National Bank Building, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


No) 








Miscellanenws. 





Ordinations and Installations. 


Ordained and installed under authorization of the respec- 
tive District Presidents: — 

On 11th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate E. Eifert in the con- 
gregation at Garfield, Minn., by Pastor A. Bartz. 

On 12th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate E. W. Abel in St. 
Paul’s Church, Sykeston, N. Dak., by Pastor C. E. Mix. 

On 15th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate J. H. Gassner in the 
congregation at Kress, Tex., by Pastor R. Deffner.— Candidate W. 
Heidorn in the parish Reeder, N. Dak., by Pastor M. Keller. 

On 16th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate A. J. F. Meier in 
Christ Church, Loraine, Tex., by Pastor E. A. Heckmann. — Can- 
didate O. R. Hcinitz in the congregation at Red Cloud, Nebr., by 
Prof. L. H. Jagels. 

On 17th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate H. Roth in the con- 
gregation at Worland, Wyo., by Pastor L. W. Spitz. — Candidate 
C. Ulbricht in the congregation at Ferintosh, Alta., Can., by Pastor 
H. J. Boettcher. 


Installed under authorization of the respective District 
Presidents: — 


A. Pastors: 


On August 25th: The Rev. O. Weinbach as Superintendent of 
the Augsburg Orphanage and Home for the Aged, Baltimore, Md., 
by Pastor H. Schroeder. 

On 15th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. £. F. Witte as assistant 
pastor of Redeemer Church, St. Paul, Minn., by Pastor P. Linde- 
mann.— The /tev. A. Arentz in the congregations near Granum and 
Claresholm, Alta., Can., by Pastor R. F. Holtzen. 

On 17th Sunday after Trinity: The kev. Th. Engel in the 
Church of Our Lord Jesus (Polish), Chicago, Ill., by Pastor F. C. 
Streufert.— The cv. R. Hetke, Sr., in the congregation at Lydia, 
Kans., by Pastor A. C. Hallmann. — The /?ev. G. Griesse in St. Trin- 
ity Church, Royal and Greenville, Iowa, by Pastor E. A. Hoffmann. 

On 18th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. Th. J. Vogel in St. 
John’s Church, Casey, Iowa, by Pastor O. Kohn.— The Rev. F. H. 
Braun in Christ Church, Town Underhill, Wis., by Pastor D. Mark- 
worth. — The icv. i. J. F. Meier in St. John’s Church, Burlington, 
Ill., by Pastor J. Molthan. — The Rev. F. C. Jtathert in Zion Church, 
Brainerd, Minn., by Pastor W. Bramscher.— The Rev. J. Englert 
in St. Trinity Church, Algona, Iowa, by Pastor M. E. Seltz. — The 
Rev. L. Heinemeicr in Zion Church, near Vernon, Tex., by Pastor 
J. A. Birnbaum. — The Rev. G. A. Schimmel in Grace Church, Stras- 
burg, Ill., by Pastor V. Keiper.—The Rev. L. Henze in Trinity 
Church, Utica, N. Y., by Pastor H. W. Mueller. 

On 19th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. A. J. Schulz in the 
congregation at Waterford, Wis., by Prof. O. Hattstaedt. — The Rev. 
G. J. Meyer in the congregation at Sauers, Ind., by Pastor emeritus 
F. W. Pohlmann. — The /tev. G. Koch in St. John’s Church, Galva, 
Iowa, by Pastor A. A. Brauer. 


B. Teachers: 


On 13th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate E. A. Marty as teacher 
of the school of St. Paul’s Church, West Point, Nebr., by Pastor Ed. 
Oelschlaeger. — Oandidate O. H. Kicschnick ag teacher of the school 
of Zion Church, Walburg, Tex., by Pastor J. H. Sieck. ; 

On lith Sunday after Trinity: TJ'cacher R. G. Ernst as teacher 
of the school of Immanuel Church, Cleveland, O., by Pastor H. 
Weseloh. 

_ On 15th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate A. Hitzcmann as 
teacher of the school of St. Matthew’s Church, near Area, Ill., by 
Pastor H. Heise. : 

On 16th Sunday after Trinity: Teacher M. J. 8. Burkhardt as 
teacher of the school of Zion Church, Terra Bella, Cal., by Pastor 
W. Loretz. , 

On 17th Sunday after Trinity: Tcacher H. Wicting as teacher 
of the school of the congregation at Fedor, Tex., by Pastor G. 
Birkmann. : 

On 18th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate W. H. Nielsen as 
teacher of the school of the congregation at Aleman, Tex., by Paé- 
tor E. F. Moerbe.— T'cacher E. P. Grefe as teacher of the school of 
Immanuel Church, Logan Tp., Nebr., by Pastor E. Gehrke. 


Dedications. 


Dedicated to the service of God: — 

Church.—On 17th Sunday after Trinity: The new church of 
Grace Congregation, Hibbing, Minn. (the Rev. W. Melahn, pastor). 

Schools. —On 15th Sunday after Trinity: The new school of 
Trinity Chureh, Reed City, Mich. (the Rev. C. C. Koessel, pastor). — 
On 18th Sunday after Trinity: The new school of St. John’s Church, 
Chartcr Oak, lowa (the Rey. A. Amstein, pastor). —On 19th Sun- 
day after Trinity: The new school of Trinity Church, Hoyleton, II. 
(the Rev. A. Fuebler, pastor). 
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Corner-Stone Laying. 


On 17th Sunday after Trinity, St. John’s Church, near AfcCook, 
ade (the Rev. A. L. Ficken, pastor), laid the corner-stone of a new 
church. ; 





Anniversaries. 


The following churches celebrated anniversary: — 


On 16th Sunday after Trinity: Zion Church, Tawas City, Mich. 
(the Rev. H. J. Ricthmeicr, pastor), the 50th. — On 18th Sunday after 
Trinity: Zion Chureh, Washington Heights, Chicago, Ill. (the Rev. 
E. Tappenbeck, pastor), the 50th. — Immanuel Church, Middle Creek, 
Nebr. (the Rev. A. Merz, pastor), the 50th.—On 16th Sunday after 
Trinity: Zion Church, Town Benton, Minn. (the Rev. H. Am End, 
pastor), the 40th. —On 17th Sunday after Trinity: Zion Church, 
Independence, Kans, (the Rev. R. Miessler, pastor), the 25th.—On 
Isth Sunday after Trinity: St. John’s Church, Fairville, lowa (the 
Rev. M. Friedrich, pastor), the 25th. 


Mission-Festivals. 


’ On 10th Sunday after Trinity: Trinity, Stewardson, Ill. Offering, 
$282.57. — On llth Sunday after Trinity: St. Paul’s, Stevens Point, 
Wis. Offering, $315.00.— On 13th Sunday after Trinity: Immanuel, 
Breckinridge, Okla. Offering, $300.00. — On 14th Sunday after Trin- 
ity: Sidney, Nebr. Offering, $85.00.— Deerficld, Kans. Ollering, 
$62.00. — St. John’s, Burt, lowa. Offering, $93.00.— On 15th Sun- 
day after Trinity: Immanuel, Twin Falls, ldaho. Offering, $133.45. 
— Trinity, near La Grange, Tex. Offering, $180.00. — Zion, Hamp- 
ton, Ill. Offering, $181.65. — Zion, Dezter, lowa. Offering, $253.15. 
—On 1Uth Sunday after Trinity: Cullman, Ala. Offering, $107.50. 
—WNSalina Creek, near Hoisington, Kans. Offering, $415.00.—On 
17th Sunday ajter Trinity: Immanuel, Wichita, Kans. Offering, 
$205.85. — Zion, San Luis Obispo, Cal. Offering, $70.35. — St. Paul’s, 
Concordia, Mo. Offering, $610.00.— Beardstovon, 11]. Offering, $939.60. 
— Minden, Nebr. Otlering, $506.03. — Zion, Atlantic, lowa. OtYering, 
$39-4.35.— On 18th Sunday after Trinity: Cody and Powell, Wyo. 
Offering, $117.90. — White, Nebr. Offering, $108.97. — On 19th Sun- 
day after Trinity: Immanuel, St. Charics, Mo. Offering, $597.31. 


Conferences. 


The Western Pastoral Conference of the Canada District meets, 
D.v., November 2 and 3 in Rev. H. W. Rueger’s congregation, near 
Sebringville, Ont., Can. Papers read by the Revs. Baumann, Brege, 
Brenner, Dede, Eifert, Graupner. Sermon: Rev. Hahn (Rev. Graup- 
ner). H. W. SANDER, Sec. 

The Puget Sound Mixed Conference will meet, D. v., November 
3 to 5 at Snohomish, Wash. Essays by the Revs. Brandes, Brandt, 
Fedder, Harstad, Huchthausen, Korsmeyer, Schoknecht, Witte, and 
Teachers Beckmann and Kosche. Confessional address: Rev. Kors- 
meyer (Rev. Meyer). Sermon: Rev. Brandt (Rev. Gaertner). 

F. M. L. Nitz, Sec. 

The Northern Ohio Teachers’ Conference will meet, D. v., Novem- 
ber 4 to 6 in Rev. G. Eyler’s congregation in Cleveland, O. Subjects: 
Catechization: What Is the Bible? Teacher M. Nessel. Biography 
of Samuel Adams: Teacher P. Hoffmeyer. Forms and Statements 
in Concrete Fractional Problems: Teacher G. Zehnder. Distinction 
between Adjectives and Adverbial Modifiers: Teacher F. Miller. Ist 
die gemischte Schule in der Stadt praktisch, oder sollte ein anderer 
Weg eingeschlagen werden? Teacher E. Krohn. Biblische Geschichte: 
Der Hauptmann Cornelius: Teacher E. Gremel. Wie kann sich ein 
Lehrer fruchtbringend fortbilden? Teacher E. Bewie. Zweck, Ziel 
und Methode des Konfirmandenunterrichts: Teacher J. Markworth. 
Socialized Recitation: Teacher J. Dinda. Practical Method of Teach- 
ing Reading in the Upper Grades: Teacher A. Lohr. Application 
of Psychology in Training and Education: Teacher A. Dommann. 
Panama Canal: Teacher Th. Ries. First Lessons in English Read- 
ing (Word Method): Teacher O. Baumann. Gefahren fuer unsere 
Kirche und Schule bei dem Uebergang ins Englische: Teachcr H. Bode. 
Einuebung eines Chorstuccks: Teacher L. Lueker. Question-box. — 
Those wanting night-lodging will please notify Teacher Aug. Lohr, 
3004 Woodbridge Ave., Cleveland, O., without delay. 

H. Hripie, See. 

The Pastors’ and Teachers’ Conference of Southern California 
convenes, D. v., November 8 to 10 at Long Beach, Cal. Essays by the 
Revs. H. O. Michel, A. M. Wyneken, E. T. Coyner, A. E. Michel, W. 
Schmoock, Ed. Rudnick, D. Lebahn, C. Damschroeder, W. A. Theiss, 
and the Teachers QO. Backhaus, J. H. Helmreich, W. Battermann, P. 
Hedder. Confessional address: Rev. W. Schmoock (Rev. H. G. 
Schmelzer). Sermon: Rev. V. Brohm (Rev. N. F. Jensen). 

W. G. RuUEHWLE, See. 

The Central District Conference of Northern Illinois meets, D. v., 
November 9 to 11 in Rev. Loth’s congregation at Aurora, Ill. Papers 
by the Revs. Traub, Buenger, Abel, Krause. Confessional address: 
Rev. J. T. Mueller (Rev. Mahnke). Sermon: Rev. Bartuseh (Rev. 
Schumacher). Kindly notify Rev. Loth of your intention to attend. 
Also bring along your Chicago Theses of the Intersynodical Con- 
ference. O. H. WELNEICH, Sco. 


The Eastern Iowa Teachers’ Oonfcrence will convene, D.v., No- 
vember 10 to 12 in Boone, Iowa. On request a hearty welcome is 
extended to any of the colleagues of the Western lowa Conference 
that should wish to attend our conference. 

W. H. Hinaicus, See. 

_ The Panhandle Local Conference will meet, D.v., November 12 
to 15 in Rev. W. C. Geisler’s congregation at Fort Worth, Tex. Es- 
says by Pastors C. Beyer, G. Beyer, Birnbaum, Deffner, Domsch, 
Geisler, Heckmann, Hillmer, Hinge, Kaiser, Klenk, Klindworth, Koll- 
meyer, Mueller, Riess, Robert. Confessional address: Rev. Birnbaum 
Rey. Deffner). German Sermon: Rev. Klenk (Rev. Kollmeyer). Eng- 
ish sermon: Rev. Hinge (Rev. Hillmer). ‘he brethren are kindly 
requested to announce their intention of presence or absence to the 
resident pastor. P. Kaiser, Sec. 

The Oregon Pastoral Conference will meet, D. v., November 15 
to 18 at Sherwood, Orcg. a F. Westerkamp, pastor). Papers by 
Prof. Sylwester and the Revs. Rimbach, Schaus, and Theiss. Con- 
fessional address: Rev. Schulenburg (Rev. Stuebe). Sermon: Rev. 
Doering (Rev. Ebeling). <All are kindly requested to inform the resi- 
dent pastor before November 5 whether or not they expect to attend. 

P. H. Scutaus, Sec. 

The Arkansas Valley Local Conference will meet, D.v., Novem- 
ber 16 and 17 in Natrona, Kans. (the Rev. Wm. Knoke, pastor). An- 
nouncement kindly requested. . FE. J. Duecken, See. 

The Southern Indiana Tcachers’ Conference will meet, D. v., No- 
vember 22 to 24 (noon till noon) at Hamilton, O. Papers: Catechiza- 
tion on Questions 211 and 212: Local teacher. Ways and Means of 
Bringing All the Children of the Members of the Congregation to the 
School: Teacher Harms. Kindergarten: Teacher Mertz. Previously 
assigned papers by Teachers Koch, Kollmorgen, Meyer, and Wukasch. 
The brethren are requested to kindly announce themselves by Novem- 
ber 12 to the local teacher, Leo Sippel, 119 Buckeye St. 

EF, Trorke, Sce. 


Application for Membership. 


The Rev. W. Wuestenberg, formerly member of the Evangelical 
Synod of North America and pastor of the Evangelical congregation 
at Elkhart Lake, Wis., announces his intention of joining the Synod. 

Milwaukee, Wis., October 7, 1920. 

Ep. ALBRECHT, 
President of the Southern Wisconsin District. 


Result of Election. 


Rev. Martin S. Sommer has been elected for the chair of Homi- 
letics and Catechetics at Concordia Theological Seminary, St. Louis. 
Fr. E. BRAUER, 
Sccretary of Electoral College. 


Help the Brethren! 


“We heartily endorse the protests of our Michigan District in 
behalf of its parochial schools; we wish the brethren God-speed 
in their efforts to save these schools, and we assure them of our 
moral and financial support in this campaign for civil and religious 
panty This resolution was adopted by our Delegate Synod at 

etroit. 

Now is the time to render financial aid. The brethren in Michi- 
gan have contributed $25,000 and are raising. $10,000 more. They 
need $50,000. Let all our congregations in the other Districts 
come to the assistance of the Michigan District, and raise without 
delay the $15,000 they so sorely need! If we fail to help them now, 
and they are defeated, we are sure to see this fight carried into the 
other Districts, and the expense will be enormous. Send your con- 
tributions through the regular channels, and label them: “Michigan 
School Fund.” Help now, without delay! 

Treo. SCHURDEL, 
Chairman of School Board. 


Seamen’s Mission. 


The late Delegate Synod resolved to do missionary work among 
scamen in the harbor of New York, and appointed the Lutheran 
Immigrant Society, Inc., to regulate and supervise this work. Ac- 
cordingly, we have already taken the necessary steps for complying 
with the wish of Synod. The Rev. M. Pinkert, who for the last few 
years has been active among seamen in New York, and has shown 
that he is well adapted for this kind of work, is to be our mis- 
sionary and to enter upon his duties immediately. However, his 
salary must be paid, and money is needed at once. All pastors and 
congregations are therefore respectfully and wrgently requested to 


prayerfully keep in mind this mission and to remember it with col- 


Jections. All moneys should be sent to the District Treasurer, with 
the direction: “For Senmen’s Mission in New York.” — May God gra- 
ciously bless this undertaking to the glory of His name and for the 
welfare of immortal souls. 
In the name and by order of the Lutheran Immigrant 
Society, Inc., J. O. Bortu. 
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A Request of: the Board of Indian Missions. 


We are in need of funds to continie the building of our new 
dormitory at Red Springs, Wis. This building is necessary to carry on 
the work successfully among the Indian children. Its need Was scen 
by the Synod, assembled in Milwaukee three years ago. The oflicials 
of the Synod urged the Board of Indian Missions to proceed. Aguin 
the Synod, assembled at Detroit this year, voiced the need of this 
building. The Board, therefore, is only doing the work proposed 
and decided upon by Synod. But we need money to complete the 
work begun. We ask our congregations and pastors to remember 
our need, so that we can carry on the work of the Church to a sue- 
cessful end. The building will stand ready for occupancy by Jan- 
uary 1, 1921, if we can continue with the work during the coming 
months as we have during the past months. 

G. F. FIERKE, 
Secretary of Board of Indian Missions. 











Treasurers’ Reports. 


ENGLISH DISTRICT. 

Mission. — Congregations: Our Savior, Cincinnati, $25.87; Sa- 
lem, Springdale, Ark., 10.00; Trinity, Morgan, Mo., 29.25; Hope, 
Milwaukee, 436.06; Pilgrim, Chicago, 63.55; Trinity, Pittsburgh, 
100.00; Christ, Washington, 40.00; St. Andrew’s, Detroit, 50.00 ; Our 
Redeemer, Detroit, 36.98; Mount Olive, Detroit, 21.17; Our Savior, 
St. Louis, 20.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 16.17; Bethany, Chicago, 
50.00; St. Peter’s, Conover, N. C., 12.00. Sunday-schools: Layton 
Park, Milwaukee, 50.00; Our Savior, Port Huron, Mich., 1.94; Trin- 
ity, Pittsburgh, 48.00; Pilgrim, St. Louis, 19.25. N. N., Pilgrim 
Church, St. Louis, 30.00. — Total, $1,060.24. 

Ohurch Extension Fund.— Congregations: Trinity, Pittsburgh, 
$10.00; Christ, Washington, 10.00; St. Andrew’s, Detroit, 16.45; Our 
Savior, St. Louis, 15.00; Bethany, Chicago, 5.22; St. Peter’s, Conover, 
N C., 1.00. — Z'otal, $57.67. 

Ministcrial Education Fund. — Congregations: Our Savior, Cin- 
cinnati, $10.00; Trinity, Pittsburgh, 5.00; Christ, Washington, 5.00; 
St. Andrew’s, Detroit, 10.00; St. Peter's, Conover, N.C., 1.00. Mrs. 
C. Grassle, Montrose, Colo., 5.00. N.N., St. Andrew’s Church, Pitts- 
burgh, 75.00. Sunday-school, Pilgrim Church, St. Louis, 10.00. — 
Total, $121.00. 

Synodical Treasury. — Congregations: Trinity, Pittsburgh, 
$100.00; Christ, Washington, 40.00; St. Andrew’s, Detroit, 21.41; 
Our Redeemer, Chicago, 20.00; Our Savior, St. Louis, 15.00; Trinity, 
East St. Louis, 12.13; Bethany, Chicago, 36.77; St. Peter's, Conover, 
N.C., 2.50. — J'olal $247.81. 

Synodical Building Fund. — Congregations: Our Savior, Port 
Huron, Mich., $8.00; St. Andrew’s, Detroit, 10.00; Trinity, East 
St. Louis, 8.09; St. Peter’s, Conover, N.C., 1.00.— Total, $27.09. 

Board of Support. — Congregations: Christ, Washington, $5.00; 
" St. Andrew’s, Detroit, 10.00; Mount Olive, Detroit, 10.00; Trinity, 
East St. Louis, 5.66; Bethany, Chicago, 15.00; St. Peter’s, Conover, 
N.C., 2.50. Sunday-school, Layton Park Church, Milwaukee, 15.00. 
— Total, $63.16. ; 

Deaf-mute Mission. — St. Peter’s Church, Conover, N. C., $ .50. 

Mission in. Europe. — Salem Church, Springdale, Ark., $4.00. 

Foreign-tonguc Mission in U. S.— Congregations: St. Andrew’s, 

Detroit, $2.25; St. Peter’s, Conover, N.C., .34.— Total, $2.59. 
'__ Foreign Mission. — Congregations: Our Savior, Cincinnati, 
$13.68; Salem, Springdale, Ark., 3.50; Trinity, Morgan, Mo., 29.25; 
Our ‘Savior, St. Louis, 8.05; St. Peter’s Conover, N.C., 1.00. Miss 
Florence Esch, Chicago, 10.00.— Total, $65.48. 

General Home Mission. — Congregations: Our Savior, Port 


Huron, Mich., $1.20; St. Andrew’s, Detroit, 10.00; Bethany, Chicago, | 


6.77; St. Peter’s, Conover, N.C., 1.00.— 7otal, $18.97. 

Jewish Mission. — St. Peter’s Church, Conover, N. O., $.25. 

Mission among Indians. — Congregations: St. Andrew’s, Detroit, 
$2.50; St. Peter’s, Conover, N.C., .50.— 7'otal, $3.00. 

Immigrant Afission. — Congregations: St. Andrew’s, Detroit, 
$2.50; St. Peter’s, Conover, N.C., .25.— Total, $2.75. 

Negro Mission. — Congregations: Salem, Springdale, Ark., $2.78; 
Faith, Milwaukee, 35.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 2.43; St. Peter’s, 
Conover, N.C., 1.00. — Total, $41.21. 

Mission in South America. — St. Peter’s Church, Conover, N. C., 

0. 


American Lutheran Board for Relicf in Europe. — Immanuel 
Chureh, Pittsburgh, $10.00. Peas : 
City Mission, Chicago, Itt.— Pilgrim Church, Chicago, $25.00. 
City Mission, Detroit, Mich. — St. Andrew's Church, Detroit, 
.00. 


City Mission, St. Louis, Mo.— Pilgrim Church, St. Louis, $30.00. 
Sunday-school in Crocketts Bluff, Ark., 3.42. — Total, $33.42, _ 

City Mission Social Worker, St. Louis, Jfo.— Ladies’ Aid’ So- 
ciety, Grace Church, St. Louis, $3.00. 

Concordia Orphan Home, Marwood, Pa.,—St. Andrew's Church, 
Pittsburgh, $368.08. 

Martin Luther Orphan Home, Roxbury, Mass. — Bethlehem 
Church, Roslindale, Boston, $117.00. ei 

Lutheran Orphan Home, Addison, Ill.— Pilgrim Church, Chi- 
cago, $40.00. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS. 


351 


Lutheran Home for the Aged, Monroe, Mich. — St. Andrew’s 
Chureh, Detroit, $10.00. 

Lutheran Kinderhcim, Wauwatosa, Wis.— Ladies’ Aid Society, 
Mount Olive Church, Milwaukee, $5.00. 

Manual Training School for Boys and Girls, Addison, Ill.— 
Pilgrim Church, Chicago, $82.50. 

Indigent Students, — Congregations: Our Redeemer, Chicago, 
$28.55; Trinity, East St. Louis, 4.04. — Total, $32.59. 

Lutheran Home for Feeble-minded and Epileplics, Watertown, 
Wis, — Congregations: Pilgrim, Chicago, $32.50; St. Andrew’s, De- 
troit, 5.00. — 7'otal, $37.50, 

Lutheran Sanitarium, Wheat Ridge, Colo. — Sunday-school, St. 
Andrew’s Church, Detroit, $30.85. 

Walther League Wheat Ridge Sanitarium Dollar Collection. — 
Young People’s Society, Church of the Redcemer, St. Paul, $318.48. 
Miss Alice Burkhart and Mrs. Frances Burkhart, Gravelton, Mo., 
1.00 each. Mr. Will Seuter, Glen Allen, Mo., 1.00. — Total, $321.48. 

Immanucl Lutheran College (Dormitory), Greensboro, N.0.— 


_ Pilgrim Church, Chicago, $82.00. 


New Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo.—St. Peter's Church, 
Conover, N.C., $15.86. 
65% Zion Churoh, near Stanton, N. Dak. — Bethany Church, Chicago, 
5.00. 
Lutheran Orphan Home, Indianapolis, Ind.— Church of Our Re- 
deemer, Indianapolis, $34.56; Ladies’ Aid Society, 71.50.— Total, 
$106.06. GranD ToTac: $3,047.96. 
October 18, 1920. Crras. H. Dette, Treas., 
3935 Greer Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 





SOUTHERN DISTRICT. 
(July and August.) 


Home Mission.——Through Mr. Heisler, envelope collection, $40.75. 
Through the Revs.: Bruss, collection, 1.25; Le Cron, envelope collec- 
tion, 1.00. Congregations: Birmingham, 28.35; Fernandina, rent for 
July and August, 40.00; in New Orleans: St. Paul’s, Ladies’ Mis- 
sion Society, 70.00; St. John’s, from F. R., 4.00; Zion, Sunday- 
school, 3.51; collection at Conference service, 12.00; Christ, 25.00; 
First English, Earnest Workers, 7.00. Congregation at Vero, Fla., 
26.50. — T'otal, $259.36.° 

Synodical Building Fund. — Rev. Abel’s congregation, $6.50. 

Synodical Treasury. — Congregations: Vero, $10.00; Gretna, 
16.00; in New Orleans: Christ, 15.00; Zion, 2.50; St. Paul’s, Sun- 
day-school, 10.00. — 7otal, $53.50. 

Support lund. — Congregations in New Orleans: Zion, collec- 
tion at Conference service, $15.00; First English, Sunday-school, 2.00; 
Christ, 10.00. Rev. Reuter’s congregation, 10.60. — Total, $37.60. 

Conference Fund.— New Orleans Pastoral Conference, $31.31. 

City Mission. — Congregations in New Orleans: Zion, $2.00; 
First English, 3.00, and from Sunday-school, 2.00; St. John’s, 2.00, 
and from A. Fleisch, .25; Christ, 2.50.— Total, $11.75. 

Negro Mission. — Sunday-school in Birmingham, $6.60. 

South American Mission. — Congregation in Birmingham, $11.05. 

Bethichem Orphan Home. — Rev. Bruss’s Missions, $4.35. Con- 
gregation in Mobile: Anniversary collection, 78.80; Ladies’ Aid, 20.00; 
Sunday-school, 14.25; from N. N., 1.51. Congregations: Cullman, 
5.00; Tampa, 21.00; Lakeland, 15.50; Vero, 6.00; Birmingham, 75.00; 
in New Orleans: Trinity, 54.05, and from Sunday-school, 12.02; First 
English, Junior Bible Class, 5.00; St. Paul’s, Sunday-school, 10.00. — 
Total, $322.48. 

Indigent Students.— Zion Congregation, New Orleans, $9.35; 
H. H. C., 3.00; Ladies’ Aid, 3.00; Sunday-school, 3.00. Congrega- 
tions in New Orleans: First English, 9.00, and from Sunday-school, 
6.00; St. Paul’s, Ladies’ Aid, 10.00; Christ, 3.30; St. John’s, from 
F.R., 2.00. New Orleans Pastoral Conference, 7.45.— Total, $50.10. 

Gulf States Students’ Fund. — Congrecation in Vero, $2.00. 

German Jtclicf.— Congregations: Mobile (milk for children), 
$123.74; in New Orleans: St. Paul’s, from J. Glamann, 5.00; St. 
John’s, from O. M. L. and A. C. R., 25.00 each. — Total, $178.74. 

Congregation in Alexandria. — Congregations in New Orleans: 
Christ, $34.00; Trinity, 2.00.— Total, $36.00. 

Concordia Colicge Fund. — House rent, August, $30.00, and Sep- 
tember, 33.00; ground rent, July, 3.00. — Total, $66.00. 

Pavilion in Wheat Ridge. — Mobile, Dollar Collection, from N. N., 
$3.00. 

Institute for Feeble-minded.— St. John’s Sunday-school, New 
Orleans, $1.31. 

Deaf-mute Mission. — Congregations: Hammond, $3.00; Clinton, 
8.00. Rev. Bruss’ Missions, .45.— Total, $11.45. 

Michigan School Campaign Fund. — F.R., St. John’s Congrega- 
tion, New Orleans, $5.00. GRAND Tota: $1,099.75. 


New Orleans, La., September 15, 1920. A.C. REisia, Treas. 





CENTRAL DISTRICT. 
i Hee ve at the Treasury of the Central District during Septem- 
er, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $1.914.20; Synodical Building Fund, 580.26; 
Missions, 10,272.81; Miscellaneous, 3,656.85. — Total, $16,424.12. 
. P. E. Watr, Treas. 
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- CENTRAL ILLINOIS DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Central Illinois District during 
September, 1920: — ; 
Synodical Treasury, $878.11; Synodical Building Fund, 580.78; 
Missions, 5,417.93; Miscellancous, 1,134.57. — Total, $8,311.39. 
KE. C. Beck, Treas. 


IOWA DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the lowa District during August 
and September, 1920: — 

Home Mission and General Home Mission, $6,244.71; Synodical 
Treasury, 530.79; Synodical Building Fund, 578.21; New Building 
at Wheat Ridge, 530.79; Foreign Mission, 1,716.15; Negro Mission, 
1,604.65; Relief in Europe, 1,495.82; other Missions, etc., 5,225.57. — 
Total, $17,926.69. P. F. FIENE, Treas. 


MICHIGAN DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Michigan District during Sep- 
tember, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $1,614.18; Synodical Building Fund, 2,345.27; 
Missions, 12,263.99; Miscellaneous, 2,774.19. — Total, $18,997.63. 
G. WENDT, Treas. 


MINNESOTA DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Minnesota District during Scp- 
tember, 1920: — ; 
Home Mission, $7,220.44; other Missions, 1,717.01; Synodical 
Treasury, 261.05; Synodical Building Fund, 103.00; Church Ixten- 
sion Fund (Home District), 1,113.20; Lutheran Laymen’s League 
Fund, 50.00; Miscellaneous, 1,331.14. — Total, $11,795.84. 
J. H. Mer, Treas. 


NORTH DAKOTA AND MONTANA DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the North Dakota and Montana 
District from July 15 to September 15, 1920: — 
P Synodical Treasury, $76.29; Synodical Building Fund, 71.96; 
Home Mission, 3,816.69; other Missions, 713.17; Miscellaneous, 
324.42; General Home Mission, 189.10.— Zotal, $5,191.63. 
P. MEYER, Treas. 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Northern Illinois District dur- 
ing September, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $500.12; Synodical Building Fund, 325.57; 
Missions, 7,651.56; Miscellaneous, 4,382.65.— Total, $12,859.90. 
R. DEMSKE, Fin, Seo. 


WESTERN DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Western District from August 16 
to September 15, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $702.29; Synodical Building Fund, 181.04; 
Missions, 5,524.78; Miscellaneous, 2,087.15. — Total, $8,495.26. 
_G. Hoegsesr, Treas. 


“The Theological Monthly.” 


Beginning with January 1, 1921, our professional theological 
magazine, the Theological Quarterly, will appear monthly. It will 
comprise 32 pages, and will cost $3.00 per annum, payable in ad- 
vance. As our subscribers, almost without exception, have recom- 
mended this change, we are anticipating a large subscription list. 


We shall, therefure, consider it an especial favor if each sub-— 


scriber will send in his subscription at once, as, owing to the high 
cost of manufacture, we do not wish to print a larger edition than 
ia necessary. CONCORDIA PUBLISHING House, 

St. Louis, Mo. 


Important Notice. 


Kindly consult the address printed on this copy of your WIrtNess. 
The bottom line of the address shows when your subscription expires. 
(For instance, “Dec 20” signifies that your subscription expires with 
the last number in December, 1920.) If it expires soon, please send 
$1.25 (25 cts. additional in St. Louis, Canada, and foreign countries) 


to your agent or to us in ample time to insure our uninterrupted’ 


service. It requires normally about two weeks before change of ex- 
piration date will show on address plates. 

Be sure to mention the paper you desire, and your name and 
address, both new and old, if you desire a change in address. Under 
Synod’s approval we cannot furnish periodicals unless paid strictly 
in advance; your name will therefore automatically drop from our 
mailing-list unless your order for renewal, accompanied by your 
reinittance, reaches us before the expiration of your subscription. 

ConcogpDIA Pusiisnina House, 
St. Louis, Mo. 


To Our Subscribers. 


The great majority of our subscribers pay their subscription 
to the WitNEss or Lutherancr on or about January 1. As a result 
we are well-nigh swamped with this immense number of renewals. 
If all subscribers renew their subscriptions during the last week 
of December and the first week of January, we shall not be able to 
handle the business even with extra help, and even though we should 
work fourteen hours a day. It cannot but happen, therefore, that 
our patrons will be dissatisfied with our service. The objection is 
made: Cannot an establishment of such size arrange its business 
so as to tuke care of its rush, do a year’s work in two weeks? Yes, 
indeed! But it will cause much unnecessary expense to keep a suf- 
ficient force of well-trained clerks on hand, who for nine-tenths of 
the year would be idle or only partially employed. On the other 
hand, temporary help is not casy to obtain, nor is it eflicient on ac- 
count of lack of training. Besides this, even at the subscription 
price set by Synod, we are losing money on our periodical business. 

We, therefore, ask that our patrons help us to diminish the 
usual New Year’s rush, and insure for themselves uninterrupted 
service by sending in their subscriptions at once, even though they 
are not payable until December. 

ConcorpIa PUBLISHING Hovuss, 
St. Louis, Mo. 








Change of Addresses, 


Rev. N. J. Bakke, 381 33d St., Milwaukee, Wis. 

Rev. M. G. Brammer, Humboldt, Minn. 

Rev. P. Braner, Mountain Lake, Minn. 

Rev. T. G. Frank, Farmers Retreat, Ind. 

Rev. C. J. Gundermann, Boa Vista, Municipio do Erechim, Rio 

Grande do Sul, Brazil, S. America. 

Rev. J. Hannewald, R. 2, Mancos, Colo. 

Rey. J. Jacob, R. 1, Elmdale, Kans. 

Rev, E, F. Jungemann, 215 Gore St., Nelson, B. C., Can. 
Rev. Th. Kauffeld, Bateman, Sask., Can. 

Rev. E. C. Knoernschild, R.1, Edna, Tex. 

Rev. G. OC. Koenig, 336 Parkville Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Rev. W. L. Kohn, 105 State St., Merrill, Wis. 

Rev. E. Kories, 309 Collinsville Ave., Collinsville, Ill. 
Rev. G. Kucehle, Jr., Ambur, N. Arcot Dist., S. India. 
Rev. A. M. Kuehnert, 8415 Church Rd., St. Louis, Mo. 
Rev. G. W. Lobeck, Fant City, Tex. 

Rev. T. J. Mehl, 1113 Center St., Effingham, Ill. 

Rev. G. J. Meyer, R. 3, Seymour, Ind. 

Rev. I’. Meyr, 644 Eastern Ave., Indianapolis, Ind. 
Rey. H. J. Mueller, Broken Arrow, Okla. 

Rev. W. H. Mundinger, Grenfell, Sask., Can. 
_Rev. H. Roth, Worland, Wyo. 

Rev. H. Schuetz, Scotland, S. Dak. 

Rev. J. Sicck, 179 Sherman St., Buffalo, N. Y. 

Rev. Th. A. Tews, Arcadia, Iowa. ' 

Rev. C. B. Voelz, 514, Worden Ave., E., Ladysmith, Wis. 
Rev. Th. J. Vogel, L. B. 96, Casey, Iowa. 

Rev. F. Worthmann, Corder, Mo. 

Rev. A. Zetzer, 1904 Oakdale Ave., Chicago, Ill. 

G. Alpers, R. 5, Box 52, Red Wing, Minn. . 

G. Beckmann, 710 Ave. D, Snohomish, Wash. 

Th. H. Fruend, 526 Garfield Ave., Hammond, Ind. 

C. F. 0. Gersmehl, 9 S. Johns St., Mayville, Wis. 

A. J. Hischke, Vallonia, Ind. 

P. Jungkuntz, 807 Washington St., Milwaukee, Wis. 
E. Kieffer, 352% Burke Ave. River Rouge, Mich. 

W. H. Nielsen, Aleman,.Tex. 

A. H. Scheer, R. 1, Ellsworth, Kans. 

J.T. Suhr, R.2, Hampton, Nebr. 

M. C. Thieme, 10559 Ave. H, Chicago, III. 

W. T. Voigt, 690 33d St., Milwaukee, Wis. 

P. C. Westerkamp, Utica, Mich. 

G. L. Wind, 1125 E. Broadway, Louisville, Ky. 

P. M. Wukasch, 2604 Hamilton Ave., Detroit, Mich. 
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Our Concordia Seminary in St. Louis. 


Prof. L. Fuerbringer in “Der Lutheraner.” 
Prof. J. H. C. Fritz. 


In the year 1839, on the 9th day of December, at Alten- 
burg, Perry County, Mo., our first Concordia was opened. 
That historic log cabin was not then already a theological 
seminary, but, according to an announcement, merely an edu- 
cational institution. Of the first six students, however, three 
later became theological students; and one of these was the 
first ministerial candidate who was graduated from our Con- 
cordia and entered the ministry in the year 1847. 

In the year 1849, again in the month of December, the 
seminary was transferred from Altenburg to St. Louis. <At 
the same time two ministerial candidates were graduated and 
accepted calls. 

In the year 1859, ten years later, three candidates passed 
_ their examination and accepted calls. Ten years later, in the 
year 1869, thirteen candidates were graduated; twenty-two in 
1879; thirty-four in 1889; fifty-six in 1899; sixty-one in 
1909, and ninety-four in 1919. ‘These figures show the growth 
of our seminary according to decades. All told, 2,567 can- 
didates for the ministry were graduated from our seminary. 
A large number, indeed! Most wonderfully did God bless 
our seminary. And who can measure the blessings which 
‘went forth from these 2,567 pastors by their ministry of the 
Word? In our large Synod, spread over a wide territory, 
every congregation and every preaching station received, 
either directly or indirectly, some of this blessing.- Only the 
day of our final redemption will reveal the full measure of 
the blessing. , . 

“Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth 
the curtains of thine habitations: spare not, lengthen thy 
cords, and strengthen thy stakes.” This prophecy, spoken of 
the New Testament Church, has been fulfilled in the work 
of our seminary even as in the work of our Synod. Love to 
the Lord and to His Church made the members of our Synod 
zealous to provide more room as it was needed. When that 
log cabin in Perry County had served its purpose and it was 
decided to transfer the institution to St. Louis, a building of 
liberal dimensions was there erected. ‘The south wing of this 
new building was dedicated in 1850; two years later, when 
the place had already become too strait, the north wing was 


Translation by 


built; and in 1857—1858 the middle section was built, and 
thus the new seminary was completed. 

- When this building could no longer house the increased 
number of students, it was torn down. In 1882—1883 the 
beautiful seminary building was erected which to the whole 
present generation of our Synod is known as our Concordia 
Seminary in St. Louis. Because the number of students over- 
taxed the capacity of even this large building, another large 
and suitable building was added in 1906—1907. In these two 
Jarge buildings our students are housed to-day. 

. Now an appeal is made to all congregations of our Synod 
to collect a large sum of money this month for a new seminary. 
In connection with the very urgent and encouraging appeal 
of the president of our Synod, as published in our church- 
papers, the reasons which have persuaded our Synod to decide 
upon the building of a new and larger seminary shall in this 
article be set forth, for the purpose of convincing our Chris- 
tian people that Christian charity should prompt them to give 
cheerfully and liberally so that the great work can be under- 
taken and completed to the glory of God and to the welfare 
of His Church. 

Lack of sufficient space. This is even now the chief 
reason for a new building, as it has ever been in the past 
history of our seminary. Since the last building was finished, 
God has given unto us an increasingly large number of stu- 
dents who desire to become ministers of the Gospel. The 
following tabulated report for the past fifteen years shows 
this at a glance: 


Year. Students. Year. Students. Year. Students. 
1905—190G6 154 1910—1911 299 1915—1916 ‘328 
1906—1907 185 I91I—1912 308 1916—1917 344 
1907—1908 206 1912—1913 322 1917—l1918 345 

* 1908—1909 254 1913—1914 334 1918—1919 378 
1909—1910 281 1914—1915 311 1919—1920 383 


Last year we were compelled to rent a dwelling to house our 
students; in fact, we would have been compelled to rent 
several dwellings and would have to do so also this year if 
the total number of students enrolled were present; as it is, 
a large number of our studénts are supplying in vacant 
churches or schools, and are, therefore, not at the seminary. 
Of the total number of 368, the enrolment for 1920—1921, 
eighty-three are at this writing excused for the entire year: 


seventy, because they are acting as supplies; thirteen, because 
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thev have discontinued their studies temporarily on account 
of illness or lack of funds. But three hundred students 
already crowd our present seminary buildings. As a business 
man docs not complain when his business prospers and com- 
pels him to enlarge his place of business; and as the farmer 
does not murmur when the abundant harvests compel him to 
build larger barns; even so we are not going to complain or 
murmur, but our hearts are filled with holy joy to know that 
God has given us such a large number of students and pro- 
spective monisters of the Gospel that we must enlarge our 
seminary in order to take care of them. 

“But why not build on the old site, adding to the present 
buildings? ‘That would be much cheaper than building an 
entirely new seminary plant!” This phase of the situation 
has been duly and carefully considered by the local board, by 
the Survey Committee together with the general Board of 
Control, by a very large committee — Committee No. 1 — 
at the Detroit Convention, and finally by our entire Synod. 
Unanimously, then, our Synod decided to erect new seminary 
buildings on a new site. Prevailing conditions and the present 
needs of our institution fully justify our Synod’s action. 

Our present buildings are, indeed, not in a condition that 
they would have to be condemned. ‘The present location, 
however, is no longer suitable for a boarding-school with a 
large number of students. For seventy long years our sem- 
inary has been at its present location. Seventy years ago our 
seminary stood there alone on the outskirts of St. Louis; 
to-day it is surrounded by many buildings in the midst of 
the city. Available building space-can no longer be found. 
Within three blocks there are four different ear lines, one of 
these passing directly before the seminary. ‘The din and the 
noise of the large city, and the continuous heavy traffic on 
the city streets, very much interfere with the work of the 
professors and the students in the Iecture-room and with the 
work of the individual student at his desk; in fact, these 
disturbing factors very much annoy and distract. Close by 
there are business houses, and not far away a few factories. 
When the students leave the seminary buildings, they are out 
on the street. ‘The present ground space is almost entirely 
occupied by the seminary buildings, and there is no free space 
upon which the students can take a little bodily exercise, 
excepting a small space between the buildings, which is hardly 
worth mentioning. If additional buildings would be erected 
on the present site, several professors’ dwellings would have 
to be torn down, and then the new seminary buildings, erected 
on that ground, would be adjacent to a large school which in 
the daytime is attended by several hundred children, and 
which is used at night by various societies. ‘The objectionable 
features before mentioned would remain. " 

Not only will the present site no longer do, but also the 
present buildings are no longer adapted to present needs. 
The man who has lived in a house for the past thirty-seven 
years and who is building for himself a new house in the 
year 1920, knows this to be a fact. We have but three Iccture- 
rooms. We need more, if the resolutions of the last Synod in 
reference to a division of the large classes and the adding of 
a fourth year are to be properly carried out. Existing con- 
ditions call for such changes in the interest of the work of 
our seminary. It is certainly not desirable that one hundred, 
or even two hundred students be crowded together into one 
lecture-room. In the present building no additional lecture- 
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rooms can be provided. If a new building were erected on 

the present site, the present lecture-rooms could not even be 
turned into suitable living-rooms. — Furthermore, for our 
seminary library, the value of which should not be under- 
estimated, we have no suitable place at all in our present 
buildings, and our library in no way serves the purpose which 
the library of a large theological seminary ought to serve. — 


- Even if we could put up with some of the objectionable fea- 


tures mentioned, there would still remain one intolerable con- 
dition which very much interferes with the diligent and per- 
severing work of our students: Three hundred young men 
are at present living and sleeping in one building. In the 
living-rooms there are at least four, often five and six, in 
some rooms even nine and ten students. It is evident that 
in such a crowded building many a disturbance is simply 
unavoidable, and that many students, living together with 
three or more fellow-students, simply cannot apply themselves 
to their studies as they should and would. We are speaking 
on the basis of many years of observation and experience. 

These and other reasons have convinced those who have 
given the matter their attention of our present needs and have 
prompted our whole large Synod at Detroit very enthusias- 
tically and unanimously to pass the resolution that a new site 
be purchased for our theological seminary at St. Louis and 
that an entire new seminary plant be built. Careful planning 
and good judgment in building the new seminary will remove 
all the objectionable features which are now to us very 
troublesome. 

The hearty, urgent appeal is, therefore, now made to our 
congregations to contribute the large sum of one million 
dollars for a new theological seminary at Sl. Louis. Never 
before in the history of our Synod has such a sum of money 
been appropriated for one single institution. ‘The estimate, 
however, is not too high when present prices as well as the 
‘demands made upon an institution of our kind are considered. 

Can our congregations raise the amount required for the 
new seminary and at the same time also contribute the moneys 
necessary for other purposes: moneys for: our other educa- 
tional institutions, which dare not be neglected, for our 
Synodical Treasury, for our mission treasuries, and for other 
purposes in the Lord’s kingdom? Yes, they can do all this 
if they but make up their minds to do it, if every congregation 
and cach communicant member in our congregations will help, 
following the advice and observing the directions given by our 
dear President in his recent appeal to us in our chureh-paper. 
There is not one among us who can truthfully say, We can- 
nol do it. © 

Will our Christians do it? Will they carneslly desire 
to do it? We have the confidence in our Christian people 
that they will, when they bear in mind that this is their own 
cause and their own seminary for which funds are asked; 
when they remember what great blessings they have received 
from our theological seminary in the past years: blessings 
for themselves personally, for théir home, for their children ; 
and when they are reminded that they cannot leave for their 
children and children’s children a better inheritance than by 
providing for them an increasingly large number of able min- 
isters of the Gospel; when they say unto themselves that, 
humanly speaking, the welfare and the extension of our 
Synod in a large measure depend upon those who are trained 
in the Synod’s educational institutions for work in our 
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churches and in our schools, and who will fulfil the duties 
of the sacred office in accordance with God’s will; when they, 
therefore, jointly endeavor to do the glorious work which 
their representatives at the last synodical convention have 
decided upon. 

Our seminary is the largest institution of its kind in this 
our country. We do not say this to glorify ourselves; we 
say it to the glory of our God, who has wonderfully and 
graciously blessed us. Cursed be all false pride and arro- 
gance! Such would spell our ruin, and would be the begin- 
ning of the end. If we simply desired to erect large, mag- 
nificent new buildings to,make a name for ourselves, then we 
had better not erect them. Our God is a great, majestic God, 
who will not suffer that we exalt ourselves proudly and 
arrogantly. Our God dwells with the lowly and with those 
who are of a humble spirit. And we, indeed, have more than 
suflicient reason to remain very humble when we review the 
work of our Synod and that of our educational institutions. 
But if we, in the right spirit, will make unusual sacrifices 
for our educational institutions, desiring to show ourselves 
thankful for the precious gift of the Gospel, which the Lord 
for many decades permitted to be taught to us in all its truth 
and purity by pastors and teachers, then we can rest assured 
that God will be pleased with such sacrifices. “Let the beauty 
of the Lord, our God, be upon us, and establish Thou the 
work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of our hands, 
establish Thou it.” Ps. 90, 17. 


Motives for Frequent Communion at the 
Lord’s Table. 





Words of Luther for Our Own Day. Translated for the 
“Lutheran Witness” by the Rev. Prof. Th. Engelder, 
; Springfield, Ill. . 
The motives for partaking frequently of the Lord’s Sup- 
per spring from our duty towards Christ and from our own 
need. I shall treat of them in that order. 


I. 


The Christian knows, of course, that this Sacrament has 
not been conceived and devised by men, but that Christ Him- 
self, carrying out the will and command of God the Father, 
has instituted and established it; that He instituted it, cer- 
tainly not for the dumb beast and the insensible stone, but 
for men, particularly for the Christians; and that His great 
and boundless love prompted Him to institute it. Now when 
the Christian ponders these things, his heart, kindling with 
devotion, cannot but eagerly crave the Sacrament, and he will 
gladly avail himself of it; he does not need to be driven to 
“it by legal enactments. If his heart remains untouched by 
these considerations, there is not one spark, not one drop of 
the Christian truth in it; it is, you may be sure, an un- 
believing, Turkish, heathen heart; it certainly does not be- 
lieve that Christ has instituted this Sacrament and has bidden 
us use if; much less docs such a one believe that Christ’s 
boundless, ardent love has ordained it. If a man really be- 
lieved but a moiety of it, he could not possibly treat the 
Sacrament with indifference, neglect, and contempt. 
spite of our instruction, he is resolved to deny Christ, to be 
and to remain an unboliever, we are not going to apply force; 
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we are through with him and have only this to say to him: 
“He that believeth not is condemned.” John 3,18. He shall 
mect his judge and shall then, indeed, be met with “force.” 
Ife cannot blame us; we have warned him. For God was not 
enacting a mere farce, nor was He engaged in a bit of ‘tom- 
foolery, when He gave us this Sacrament; and He will not 
have men despise, slight, and neglect it, much less regard it 
as something unprofitable and not worth while; He will have 
us make use of it and make the most of it. 

It is a sacrament full of grace, rich in salvation, replete 
with blessings innumerable and inestimable. Let me mention 
afew. Mark first of all that it has been appointed as a com- 
memoration of the Lord. For He says: “This do in remem- 
brance of Me.” Ponder well this word “remembrance.” It 
will tell you many things and incite you strongly. I am not 
yet speaking of our need and the profit that is to accrue to us 
directly from this Sacrament, but of the profit which Christ 
and God Himself derives from it; I am telling you that you 
must frequently receive the Sacrament and honor it if you 
would serve and honor God. For you learn here that the 
honor and service of God is bound up with the Sacrament, 
that it is to be celebrated “in remembrance of Him.” But 
to “remember” Him is to praise, know, preach, extol, honor, 
and give thanks for the grace and mercy He has shown us 
in Christ. In Christ alone God will be served and honored; 
all worship that looks away from Christ He counts for noth- 
ing and repudiates; in Christ alone He will be our God. 
And on this account He has abrogated and cast away even 
the service of the Old Testament which He Himself had 
established through Moses — together with all cults in all 
the world, be they ever so grand, beautiful, old, and glorious. 

Where men commemorate and honor Christ and His pas- 
sion in this manner, they are holding wonderful services and 
honoring God in two ways. First, they honor God in that 
they do not despise His institution and ordinance, but avail 
themselves of it with joyful obedience. Will it not greatly 
please God to find men thus honoring Him? Can He have 
pleasure in those that do not use it? Such men act as though 
they considered God a fool, who was mistaken as to our needs 
and would put us to unnecessary trouble, or a peddler hawking 
worthless goods. Dishonor beyond measure these men put 
upon God and: our Lord Jesus Christ when they so con- 
temptuously turn their backs upon the Sacrament; yet they 
do not want to be papists, but evangelicals! On the other 
hand, they are helping to remedy this evil who receive the 
Sacrament as often as may be and thus honor and observe 
God’s ordinance. For this, God will also honor them, as He 
says in 1 Sam. 2, 30: “Them that honor Me I will honor, 
and they that despise Me shall be lightly esteemed.” 

This redounds to the honor of God for a second reason; 
for it serves to preserve the memory of Christ, namely, the 
preaching, praising, and giving thanks for the grace of Christ, 
shown us poor sinners in His passion. But in keeping Christ 
before men the Sacrament promotes the honor due unto God; 
for it is only in Christ that God can be known and worshiped 
as God. What a glorious service! What excellent praise! 
For, as we pointed out before, it publishes the glory of God 
and teaches men to say: Thou art my God indeed! Be as- 
sured, God will in His turn raise such communicants to divine 
glory and say unto them: Ye are children of God! And the 
good resulting from such service and praise of God is great 


306 


beyond estimation. For not only does the communicant thank 
and praise God in Christ, which is the real purpose of this 
divine ordinance, but he also makes public profession of his 
abiding faith in Christ, his Lord and Savior; and in this 
way he discharges the double function belonging to his 
priestly office. (X, 2175—218+.) 


Puritanism — Past and Present. 





CHAPTER III. INTOLERANCE. 


Theodore Roosevelt says in his Life of Oliver Cromwell: 
“We now admit as a matter of course that any man may, in 
religious matters, profess to be guided by authority or by 
reason, as suits him best, but that he must not interfere with 
similar freedom of belief in others; and that all men, what- 
ever their religious beliefs, have exactly the same political 
rights and are to be held to the same responsibility for the 
way they exercise these rights.” 


The opinion currently met with is that this equality of ° 


all religious faiths before the law is a gift which America 
owes to the Puritans. 

What are the facts in the case? 

“The assertion that the tree of religious liberty was 
planted and watered by the Puritans is entirely destitute of 
foundation. Had they advocated toleration, the assertion 
would have been correct. They did not contend for liberty 
to all, but for the establishment of their own discipline.” 

In this quotation from Lathbury (p. 62), two terms 
need explanation. By “establishment” is meant the setting 
up of a state-church. And “discipline” is the regulation of 
conduct, private and public, in church and in civil life, ac- 
cording to the rules Jaid down by the church authorities. To 
create a church-state in which Puritanical discipline was to 
be enforced by the civil magistrates, was the purpose for which 
the Puritans had emigrated to America. Their state was to 
be a theocracy, that is to say, a commonwealth in which God 
Himself is the lawgiver. As John Fiske says in his Begin- 
nings of New England: “The aim of Winthrop and his friends 
in coming to Massachusetts was the construction of a theo- 
cratic state, which should be to Christians under the New 
Testament dispensation all that the theocracy of Moses, and 
Joshua, and Samuel had been to the Jews in the Old Testa- 
ment days. ... On such a scheme there was no room for 
religious liberty as we understand it... . The state they 
were to found was to consist of a united body of believers; 
citizenship itself was to be coextensive with church-mem- 
bership.” 

“According to the Puritan conception, the laws given 
through Moses for the Jews are in full force for the New 
Testament Church. Moreover, whatever was not specifically 
permitted to the Jews, was regarded as prohibited to Chris- 
tians.... The old established Puritan principle was, that 
the Scripture must be the rule to direct in all things, even 
so far as to the ‘taking up of a rush or straw.’ ” (Coit, p. 479.) 

In the Plymouth laws, Scripture is quoted as a sanction 
to all their statutes—persecuting ones and all. Fifteen trans- 
gressions were punished by death, among these: idolatry, 
witchcraft, blasphemy, and marriage within the degrees pro- 
hibited in Leviticus. In Massachusetts a gathering of elders 
gave the following advice: “Any sin committed with a high 
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hand, as the gathering of sticks on the Sabbath day, may be 
punished with death, when a lesser punishment might serve 
for gathering sticks privily and in some need.” An old court 
record in Massachusetts shows that “one Robert Terry was 
arrested for profaning the Sabbath by catching ecls”; that 
Richard Court was fined for “coming irreverently into church, 
never removing his lat until he cometh to his seat”; that 
Thomas Giles was arrested “for not sending his servant to be 
catechized.” Only such hymus were permitted in public wor- 
ship as were found in the Bible. The Book of Psalms was 
translated into short four-line stanzas, and these were prac- 
tically the only hymns used. Instrumental music (organ, etc.) 
was disapproved of at least till 1725, as forbidden by Amos - 
5,23 (“I will not hear the melody of thy viols”). (Walker, 
p. 239.) All church forms which had no Biblical precedent 
were regarded as relics of Romanism. 

So fanatically were the out-and-out Puritans opposed to 
all religious symbols and forms (as papistical) that Governor 
Endicott absolutely caused the cross to be torn out of the flag 
of the country because the cross was “a symbol of idolatry.” 
Therefore every royal ensign within reach was mutilated in 
the same manner. 

Some of the so-called Connecticut Blue Laws were the 
invention of enemies of the colonies. It cannot be established 
that the Puritans would discipline one another for shaving 
on the Sabbath-day, making mince-pie, or playing on any in-_ 
strument except drums, trumpets, and jew’s-harps. The Con- 
necticut discipline, hqwever, did provide that there must be no 
traveling, cooking, making beds on the Sabbath (beginning at 
sunset on Saturdays), and heavy fines were threatened those 
who would wear more.lace on their clothes than the law 
allowed. 

Justice Story distinctly says that “the fundamental error 
of our ancestors, an error which began with the very settle- 
ment of the colony, was a doctrine which has since been hap- 
pily exploded; I mean the necessity of a union between Church 
and State. To this they clung as .the ark of their safety.” 
(Story’s Aliscell., p.66.) In New Haven, 1638, the magis- 
trates pledged themselves that they would be governed by the 
Biblical rules in the choice of magistrates and officers, making 
and repealing of laws, and of things of like nature. (Walker, 
p. 120.) ‘The New Haven code of laws was avowedly the Bible 
(p. 123); the Cambridge Platform, or Congregational con- 
stitution of 1647, stated the duty of the magistrates thus: “To 
take care of matters of religion, and to employ the civil author- 
ities for the observing of the duties commanded in the first, as 
well as for observing of the duties commanded in the second 
table”; 1-¢., his authority extended both to matters of belief 
and practise. And the colonial courts acted fully on this | 
theory. (248.) 

The celebrated Pym, Puritan member of Parliament, as- 
serted that it was the duty of the legislature to establish true 
religion and punish false. Thomas Hooker, of Hartford, his 
contemporary, in his Church Polity, maintains that “the 
supreme magistrate hath liberty and power both to inquire 
and judge of professions and religions, which is true and ought 
to be maintained, which is false and ought to be rejected.” 
Again, “If the magistrate is bound to maintain the. peace of 
his subjects in godliness, and to know and judge of the ways 
of godliness, then he must have power to use such means that 
he may both know and maintain it.” (Coit, p. 470.) 
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In June, 1631, Philip: Ratliffe had his ears cut off, was 
fined £40, and banished, for uttering his opinion too freely 
against the church of Salem. (Walker, p.128.) <As early as 
1637, more than fourscore opinions are branded as “notorious 
impieties,” and “damnable heresies.” The laws of the Church 
became so fearfully and utterly the laws of the State that 
“‘five-sixths of the colony were disfranchised by the influence 
of the ecclesiastical power.” The chapter on heresies, in the 
Anctent Charters, etc., spreads over nearly seven large and 
close octavo pages. (Coit, Purilanism, p. 226.) 

A fine for absence from Puritan worship was followed by 
other “compulsory laws,” to enforce the payment of “tithes, 
or taxes, for the support of an orthodox and godly ministry.” 
(Coit, Purtlanism, p. 219.) He who denied “the country’s 
power to compel any to attend congregational worship” was 


fastened by his heels in the stocks. (Coit, p.220.) He who re-- 


proached a magistrate, or a minister, or circulated, or did not 
surrender, an unorthodox book, must pay five pounds, or ten 
pounds, according to the malignity of his crime. And as 
woman’s tongue was less disposed to lie quiet under pecuniary 
impositions, hers must be kept fast in a cleft stick. The press 
was put under close censorship, and but one printing office 
allowed in all the colony. (Coit, p. 221.) The law against the 
observance of “any such day -as Christmas, or the like,” was 
passed, according to a memorandum in the Anc. Col. Laws 
(p. 119), in 1651. 

“From the year 1650 to the Restoration,” says Thonias 
Chalmers, “Massachusetts was chiefly employed in a business 
that of all others seems to have been most congenial to it — 
in preserving, by persecution, uniformity in opinion and dis- 
cipline.” “In 1646,” says Dr. Morse (Geog., p.186), “the 
colony was disturbed by some of its principal inhabitants, who 
had conceived a dislike of some of the laws and the govern- 
ment. Several of these disaffected persons were imprisoned, 
and the rest compelled to give security for their future good 
behavior.” Now, who were these wretches that dared to dis- 
turb the peace of the’ colony? ‘They were property holders of 
the Presbyterian and Episcopal connection who dared to pe- 
tition the magistrates “that civil liberty and freedom might 
be granted to all truly English, or, if these liberties were 
refused, that they might be freed from the heavy taxes im- 
posed upon them.” Because of this petition these “disaffected 
persons” were jailed and placed under peace-bonds! For the 
law of the colony was to this effect: “No man in the plantation 
was allowed to hold an estate, or vote as a freeman, except he 
were a member of a Congregational church, such as the New 
England settlers had declared to be according to the model of 
primitive Christianity.” (Coit, Purilanism, p. 190.) But, 
though denied every privilege as citizens, these non-Puritan 
settlers had to pay taxes to support the Puritan state-church, 
even-as the element in power could demand cightpence from 
a poor female for the support of a minister whose doctrine 
she did not acknowledge, and let her languish in prison “al- 
most a year” because she refused payments. (Benedict’s Bap- 
tists, I, 269.270.) Justice Story characterized the Puritans 
thus: “The truth of history compels us to admit that from 
the first settlement down to the charter of William and Mary 
in 1692 (1691), in proportion as they gathered internal power, 
they were less and less disposed to share it with any other 
Christian sect.” (Hist. Disc., p. 51.) When some of the 
Quakers declared that-they were willing to die for their opin- 
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ions, what was Endicott’s brutal answer? “We shall be as 
ready to take away your lives, as you shall be to lay them 
down.” 

The law of Connecticut prescribed that no man_ should 
vote or hold office “unless he be ‘converted and a member in 
full communion of one of the churches allowed in this time.” 
Priests were to be banished and suffer death if they returned. 
Likewise, if any person turns Quaker, he shall be banished and 
not suffered to return except on pain of death. That tolera- 
tion was excluded from the very idea of religion by Puritan- 
ism, is evident from the fact that, in the Larger Catechism as 
late as 1768, one of the heinous sins against Heaven under the 
Second (our First) Commandment — a virtual commission of 
idolatry — is the “tolerating a false religion.” “I look upon 
toleration,” says President Oakes of Harvard University (ex 
officio the Congregational bishop of Massachusetts), “as the 
first-born of all abominations” (1672). (Coit, pp. 285. 288.) 

John Cotton did not hesitate to say: “Democracy? I do 
not conceyve that ever God did ordeyne it as a fit government 
eyther for Church or Commonwealth.” Nathaniel Ward, who 
drew up the code for Massachusetts Bay Colony, wrote: “It 
is said that men ought to have liberty of conscience, and that 
it is persecution to debar them of it. I reply to this: It is 
astonishment to think that the brains of men should be par- 
boiled in such impious ignorance.” (Geo. B. Eager, LL. D., in 
Review and Expositor, July, 1920.) 

“The arm of the civil government,” in the powerful and 
unsparing language of Justice Story, “was constantly em- 
ployed in support of the denunciations of the Church; and 
without its forms, THE INQUISITION existed in substance, 
with a full share of its terrors and its violence.” G. 








Eniturial. 


Three New Doctors. — In recognition of their services in 
behalf of sound Lutheranism, the following received the honor- 
ary degree of Doctor of Divinity from the faculty of Concordia 
Seminary, St. Louis, October 25: — 

The Rev. IF. Pfotenhauer, President of the Ev. Luth. Synod 
of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States. Missionary, pastor, official 
of Synod. P 

The Rev. Carl Manthey-Zorn of Cleveland. Missionary, 
pastor, author. 

The Rev. C. A. Frank of Evansville, Ind. Pastor, early 
worker in the English field, first editor of LutHeran WITNESS. 

G. 

The Best News of the Campaign. — A wire from Detroit 
informs us- that according to returns, almost complete, the 
right of parents to the education of their children has been 
vindicated at the polls. The enemies of our parochial schools 
have been beaten two to one. G. 


Our New Concordia.— On another page the reader will 
find an article on the necessity of a new plant for Concordia 
Seminary written by Prof. Fuerbringer and translated for our 
columns by Prof. J. H. C. Fritz. For the first time in the 
history of our body the congregations are asked to raise one 
million dollars for a single institution. Will they do it? Can 
they do it? 

* Our people can do everything for which they see a necessity. 
And God does not lay upon their consciences a necessity for 
which His children have not the means. We believe that our 


308 . 


delegates at Detroit properly estimated both the necessity and 


the willingness of our people to meet the obligation. God has - 


given us a very great number of students preparing for the holy 
office. The new enrolment at our colleges seems to foreshadow 
that there will be no dearth of ministerial candidates in the 
future. Our Seminary has not the facilities properly to take 
care of these hosts of students, — hence it is necessary that we 
build a new plant. The reasons are stated with such fulness of 
detail and are so excellently worded by Prof. Fuerbringer that 
we cannot do better than to direct our.readers to his article. 
We shall add only one thought. 

_ The resolution requesting our congregations to raise the 
money needed for this great project was adopted without debate 
and without a dissenting vote.. For all that, the resolution was 
not adopted unthinkingly. Whoever was present at the Detroit 
convention did not fail to note that the meeting was never 
carried away by unthinking enthusiasm. Large sums were 
voted for missions and institutions, it is true, and frequently 
without debate. But they were not voted without hearing ex- 
haustive committee reports, supported by the freely uttered 
opinion of the delegates. There was no railroading through of 
pet schemes. The convention at all times held itself in hand, 
and when a proposition, though it involved only a small amount, 
did not seem well grounded in argument, the convention would 
debate at length and finally reject proposals which seemed to. 
entail unnecessary expense. 
small item of about $3,000 was debated for an hour and finally 
stricken out. 

It is very true that synodical meetings may adopt unwise 
measures, due to errors in judgment. But we are not aware of 
any mistakes committed at Detroit as a result of thoughtless 
optimism or under the hypnotic influence of oratory. The vote 
on the St. Louis Seminary matter was not taken after hearing 
a series of eloquent addresses; there was no need of eloquence; 
the facts spoke, and on the basis of the facts (as presented by 
Prof. Fuerbringer in this article) the committee report was 
adopted. One-million dollars were voted, heartily, cheerfully, 
because it was the sense of the convention that our people would 
approve of the move, and, moreover, would not regard it as a 
straining of their resources, the necessity of this great enter- 
prise once having been laid before them. G. 

“Jt Shall Accomplish That Which I Please.” — One of 
our missionaries writes from Brazil to the editor of Der Luthe- 
raner concerning the progress of his work in South America: 
“T am full of praise and thanksgiving to the Lord, who has so 
visibly blessed my humble work. When I arrived here nine 
years ago, I found but a small, disbanded congregation; they 
‘owned neither church-building nor parsonage; and now there 
are about twenty congregations and preaching-stations in this 
territory and a half-dozen parochial schools.” 

How often our missionaries and our itinerant pastors tell 
this same story, the story of the wonderful success of that 
preaching by which it pleased God to save them that believe, 
the story of the desert which “shall rejoice and shall blossom 
as the rose.” Is. 35,1. 

These our missionaries and pastors went forth to do a work 
of faith. They believed God’s promise: “My Word shall not 
return unto Me void.” Is. 55,11. This faith and confidence in 
God’s promise and assurance gave them strength to labor even 
amid discouraging circumstances. And God demonstrated His 
faithfulness. ¥ 

At times, indeed, it appears as if a pastor or teacher of 
God’s Word were wasting his time; results seem so very meager. 
But even then it still remains true: “Blessed are they that have 
not seen and yet have believed.” Not one of us who labor in 


We remember distinctly that one ~ 
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the Word and in the doctrine see all the fruit of our labor; none 
of us as yet behold the glory, the peace, the joy of those saints 
who have inherited the kingdom prepared for them from the 
foundation of the world. If God permits us to notice any fruit 
of our labor, we at the very best see but certain temporal, lesser 
results; and some of the most faithful laborers are permitted to 
see little of the glorious accomplishments of the saving power of 
the Gospel. As long, however, as we have God’s promise, we 
ought to allow no circumstances to discourage us. On the other | 
hand, the success and prosperity of the work of the Church here 
and there throughout the many home and foreign mission-fields 


. ought to encourage us and incite us to more joyous and more 


zealous devotion to the work in the vineyard of the Lord. In 
almost every number of the WITNESS we read of the building of 
churches and the laying of corner-stones. From nearly all of 
our institutions we hear of increased attendance. The venerable 
President of our Synod has called upon us to rejoice in the work 
of those blessed institutions where young men are prepared for 
this successful Gospel ministry and go forth to build church 
after church and school after school. Should not all this cause 
us not only to pray and to labor for this blessed work, but also 
to rejoice in this labor? It ought to be said of us as it was said 
of the Christians of Jerusalem: “When they heard that God 
granted unto the Gentiles also repentance unto life, they glori- 
fied God.” ; 

Let us serve the Lord with gladness! Let us be cheerful 
givers! We certainly have the best reasons for such gladness 
and good cheer. Ss. 


“Out of Thine Own Mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked 
servant.” Luke 19, 22. 

Christian Scientists continually appeal to the words of the — 
Lord Jesus: “He that believeth on Me, the works that I do shall 
he do also.” John 14, 12. 

Now, of all persons who lay claim to the name of Christians, 
there are none among whom we have seen less of the works of 
Christ than among Christian Scientists. They do not even do 
those works which Christ has expressly commanded His fol- 
lowers — they do not preach the Gospel, they do not call sinners 
to repentance, they do not administer Baptism, they do not 
administer the Lord’s Supper. Wherever we have seen these 
Christian Scientists at work, we have found them trying to lead 
men away from Jesus Christ as the Savior of sinners. They 
explain that Jesus is to be looked upon as a model, a way- 
shower, whom we must.imitate, and they tell us that only in 
the measure in which we imitate Him are we redeemed, whereas 
God’s Word tells us that all they have fallen from grace who 
endeavor to be saved through the works of the Law: “Tor as 
man as are of the works of the Law are under the curse.” 
Gal. 3, 10. 

Thus the “Eddyites” contradict themselves, practise the 
very things which they condemn in others, contradict the Word 
of the most high God, and endeavor by spoken and written word 
to lead as many souls as possible away from the Savior and 
away from the blessed faith in His precious blood. How clearly 
it appears from all this that Eddyism is one of those “strong 
delusions” which God sends as a curse to those who believe not 
the truth, but have pleasure in unrighteousness. 

What of the seeming cures which are effected by any of 
these healing systems! Does not God tell us that it is better 
for us to enter into life, though we have lost our foot, or our 
right hand, aye, even though we lose our eyesight, than to be 
cast into hell with all our members whole? 

Let us be diligent in hearing that precious Gospel which 
our Church proclaims and teaches in such bright purity and 
abundant fulness. Let us cling to the truth which God has so 
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clearly revealed to us in. Holy Scripture: “Christ hath redeemed 
us from the curse of the Law, being made a curse for us.” And 
let us unite with St. Paul in confessing: “Knowing that a man 
is not justified by the works of the Law, but by the faith of 
Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, 
and not by the works of the Law: for by the works of the Law 
shall no flesh be justified” And again: “The life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave Himself for me.” Gal. 2, 16. 20. ; 

And let us be sure to continue to do the works which Jesus 
has commanded us to do: to call sinners to repentance, to 
preach the Gospel, to baptize, to cclebrate the Lord’s Supper, 
to edify the Church by the Word of God, and to walk in love. 
These are the works by which true Christians are known every- 
where and at all times, whereas lying signs and wonders are the 
marks of the false prophets. 2 Thess. 2,9. Matt. 24, 24. Ss. 


Playing with Fire.— The warning of our honored col- 
league against the Eddyist cult is highly necessary and deserves 
the attention of every reader. ‘There are three sects working 
tooth and nail and with the most unscrupulous methods for the 
perversion of Christians to their soul-destroying crrors: the 
Christian Science cult, the Mormons, and the Russellites. It 


is the experience of pastors that the emissaries‘of these un-. 


christian systems seek converts among church-members almost 
exclusively: that they employ the most dishonorable and under- 
handed methods; and that, once in their toils, a former Lutheran 
seems hardened to the Gospel-appeal and lives and dies an ad- 
herent to the Woman of Boston, the blasphemous Joseph Smith, 
or the false prophet Russell. We have received reports from 
a number of pastors who deplore the loss of members to these 
sects, and who, one and all, testify to the horrible hardening 
effect of their teachings. 

Let our readers pause and reflect. Let them understand 
that, in view of the devastating effect of Eddyist, Mormon, and 
Russellite teaching, it is a sin even to yield to inquisitiveness 
with reference to these cults.’ When we know that a man has 
fallen dead because he so much as smelt at a bottle of cyanide, 
we are not going to try an inhalation. A sane person will not 
attempt to negotiate Niagara in a barrel, nor try a doubtful 
mushroom on his family, nor expose himself to smallpox with- 
out necessity. -It is the duty of pastors to handle spiritual 
poisons even as a physician must handle heroin and strychnine. 
But let those whose call does not lay upon them the duty of 


reading Eddyist, Mormon, and Russellite literature (to mention — 


only these), avoid all contact, even mental, with these anti- 
Christian cults. When you find their literature in waiting- 
rooms and on trains, lay it aside, knowing that deadly poison 
lurks in its pages. When you find their tracts and periodicals 
on the front steps, put them into the fire. There is no excuse for 
harboring a viper in one’s bedroom, or for pressing one’s eye to 
the muzzle of a loaded gun. The observation of wise old Sirach 
is true to-day: “He that trifles with danger will perish in it.” 

Lutherans have no excuse for searching in the writings of 
anti-Christian propagandists, or for attending their meetings. 
Lutherans are not doubtful searchers after religious truth; they 
believe that in their catechism they have the unadulterated 
teachings of Scripture. They search the Scripture, indeed, to 
assure themselves of salvation; they test every teaching of their 
pulpit continually by comparing it with the infallible Word. 
But they do this, because it is the will of God that they grow 
ever more firmly grounded in spiritual knowledge, and enter 
ever more fully into the riches of Biblical teaching. Paul did 
not advise the Christians at Ephesus to scareh for some kernels 
of religious truth in the necromantic books then in vogue; the 
Christians burned such books, to the value of many thousands of 
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dollars, and arc commended for it. Every word of the Scrip- 
tures that condemns false doctrine and warns against associa- 
tion with false teachers, is a prohibition against contaminating 
the mind with their opinions, be they spoken or written. 

The deception practised by the errorists above referred to 
is most subtle. Every tract and pamphlet which they issue is 
calculated to appeal to the love and respect which Christians 
have for the Scriptures. The Savior and His atonement are 
exalted (as the Spiritist medium, Acts 16,17, preached salva- 
tion), and the saving grace of the Spirit is referred to in words 
that, if it were possible, would deceive the very elect. Unitarians 
call Jesus the “God-man,” “the only-begotten Son of God,” 
though they deny His deity, and every modern sect has imitated 
them by employing the verbiage of Scriptural theology as a 
cloak for their denials. There is no escape from their influence 
except by a policy of distance. 

We write this after a brother in the ministry informs us 
that his congregation was forced to excommunicate several fam- 
ilies who had become converts to Spiritism, possibly the most 
satanic fraud of them all. G. 


Lutherans Said This Long Ago.— The Board of Educa- 
tion of St. Louis, Mo., is making strenuous efforts to stamp out 
the secret society evil among its high school pupils. The Board 
has not been satisfied simply to issue warnings against the evils 
of seeret societies, but has had pupils and parents sign state- 
ments obligating the students to keep aloof from these organiza- 
tions. According to present appearances the Board is not going 
to accomplish its purpose without a contest. Secret societies 
belong to those parasites that will fight when they are attacked, 
but the School Board seems to be of the opinion that it would 
rather fight than be tyrannized by secretism. In defense of the 
School Board the editor of the Modern View writes as follows :— 

“To the vast majority of thinking citizens the action of the 
Board of Education in decreeing the dissolution of secret so- 
cieties, or rather of making membership in them objectionable, 
is a rational, just, and necessary step. 

“Secrecy is in itself a sufficient ground for condemnation, 
for it gives the basis for suspicion of unworthiness. Even if 
there is nothing vicious hidden, it offers the necessary cloak and 
atmosphere for evil. If it conceals no wrong, then secrecy is 
a farce and foolish. 

“ost of the fraternities and sororities are so undemocratic 
that they debar deserving fellow-students from the ‘honor’ (2) of 
membership, because of a classmate’s religious faith or social 
standing. Is this creditable or in accord with justice? Is this 
a practise or a precept to encourage in young men and women 
who would call themselves American? Is this a fitting lesson of 
our modern education? ‘The individuals or the system of educa- 
eation that would condone or countenance discrimination on 
the grounds of creed or caste may well be pitied! 

“This expression of opinion is submitted that the Board of 
Education may know that its stand has the public indorsement 
and approval of many thousands more than the few rebellious 
ones who fail to see the progressive measure in its true and 
advantageous aspect. ‘The Board should stand firmly and 
irrevocably in its attitude. It should not fear the adjectives of 
Mr. Rutherford. The public schools are no place for disseminat- 
ing the spirit of exclusiveness or prejudice based on attributes 
not related to character and ability. , 

‘When young people enter the public schools, they are ex- 
pected to leave behind them intolerance and snobbishness, both 


of which latter evils seerct societies in public schools develop 


and extend. <A false and shallow sentiment has surrounded the 
secret societics with a mistaken halo, which it is high time 
to dispel. 
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“Comradeship and fellowship both in and_out of schools 
should be continually fostered and promoted, but let them be 
in the open, not shrouded in secrecy and snobbishness. 

“The ending of secret societies in schools is an example that 
colleges and universities generally might emulate with profit.” 

Lutherans have raised these objections to secret societies 
and even much more fundamental objections than these many 
years ago. The Missouri Synod and the Lutherans affiliated 
with our Synod haye waged a constant warfare with secretism 
for the last seventy-five years, and so far we have at least been 
sufficiently successful not to have these seeret societies tyrannize 
over us. At its last sessions in Detroit Synod again made plain 
and emphasized its position against the lodge. 

What our fathers knew seventy-five years ago, that is now 
being discovered by many others. Secretism is a rebellion 
against the Word of God and interferes also with constituted 
government. Let us thank God that He has without our merit 
given us the light of His precious Word upon this subject of 
secretism and has not left us to make painful and disastrous 
experiments. Jesus is an enemy of modern secret societies,.and 
they who have His spirit will always oppose secretism. Jesus 
said: “In secret have I said nothing.” Ss. 


Our Enlightened Age.— Whenever there is danger that 
we or our children become fascinated with the great learning 
and superior wisdom of our present age, it is well to note and 
think upon some of the marvelous mental products of our age. 
A short time ago some of our contemporaries suggested to shoot 
“two men to the moon in an immense cartridge, fired from a gun 
of immense range and high velocity to carry it to that point in 
space at which the moon’s and the earth’s attraction are equal, 
to be carried from there by the moon’s attraction alone.” The 
suggestion was seriously discussed in learned circles. We do not 
know how far the preparations for this attempt had proceeded, 
when Dr. Clarence Barton, of the University of Pennsylvania, 
submitted a calculation which was to dissuade these men from 
their undertaking. Dr. Barton declared that it was impossible 
to get “the exact range at which such a shot could be made to 
carry from one rotating body to another at such a distance.” 

It was about this same time that a man, George C. Stephens, 
of Bristol, England, attempted to go over the Horseshoe Falls 
of Niagara in a barrel. He did go over, and after a day or two, 
parts of his body and parts of the barrel were found. At the 
same time the Ballimore Sun printed the following: — 

“Intense excitement prevails in Templemore, County Tip- 
perary, the scene of the recent murder of Police Inspector 
Wilson, over what are reported to be weird manifestations of 
healing. 

“The Thurles correspondent of a local newspaper sends de- 
tails of what he describes as ‘an extraordinary miracle,’ which 
he says began yesterday evening and still continues. 

“About 6 Pp. M.,’ he says, ‘all the statues and holy pictures 
in the house of Thomas Divan, a news agent, began to bleed. 
Crowds of awed people witnessed the strange manifestation, and 

.wonderful cures are being effected. 

“CA crippled soldier who was carried down to Divan’s on 
crutches, with a leg which had been badly shattered by shrapnel 
in France, walked back from the house with full use of his limbs. 
Te had been three years in a hospital. A little girl, a victim of 
consumption, was borne into the house, and she, too, was cured. 

“People are thronging to Templemore to see the cures, 
news of which is being discussed throughout Tipperary.’ ” 

And right here in our own country, amid our flourishing 
universities, we have “healers” of all kinds practising rejuvena- 
tion by the laying on of hands or by reading a book supposed 
to be a key to the Scriptures. We wonder whether one of them 
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will not be just a little bolder than the others and come out with 
a promise of a complete set of natural, strong teeth for the 
toothless mouth, and a vigorous suit of hair for the bald head. 
There are millions in our enlightened age and country who are 
just ready for that sort of thing, and they are found among 
those people who are too smart to believe that God created 
heaven and earth out of nothing, and that Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God and died for our sins upon the cross, and that the 
Holy Spirit, through God’s Word, calls, enlightens, and sancti- 
fies us, and will finally take us to heaven. 

God preserve to us our confidence in the isin, simple truths 
of His holy Word, and thus deliver us from both the unbelief 
and the unreason of our enlightened age! Our age has accom- 
plished much, very much, in mechanics, in chemistry, in trans- 
portation, and in surgery. We Christians are the very last to 
despise these precious gifts of God; we not only admire them; 
we thank God for every advantage of this kind which He vouch- 
safes to us in this vale of tears. For when we use and exercise 
our reason in that realm of thought for which God has given 
us our rational faculties, we may expect delightful and useful 
achievements. But we ought not grow so enthusiastic as to seek 
to use this reason in order to delve with it into the realm of the 


secret mysteries of God, of which God in mercy has revealed to 


us a part only, and asks us to accept this part by faith alone. 
A Christian need not reject one single positive finding of 
science, but much less should any one reject one statement of 
Him who is Truth and cannot lie. S. 

She Lieth in Wait at Every Corner. — The devil is not 
satisfied with the prey, that comes drifting his way; he is not 
content to take those prodigal sons and daughters who come 
prowling into‘his territory. He leaves his own dark abodes and 
goes forth “as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour,” and 
one of the instruments which he uses for his nefarious purpose 
is that woman of whom the Bible tells us: “She is loud and 
stubborn, her fect abide not in her house. Now she is without, 
now in the streets, and heth in watt at every corner.” That 
there are many of these defiled and defiling creatures who lead 
the “simple ones,” the young men “void of understanding,” as 
so many oxen to the slaughter or as fools to the correction of the 
stocks, we all know. Most of them move in the underworld as 
so much offal that is waiting to be carted away. But they have 
their own methods of advertising and of baiting their traps. 
There is the stage. Many is the simple one who has had his evil 
lust grow into a parching thirst by what he saw on the stage. 
There in the showhouse it was that “lust conceived’; there 
many a2 one was prepared for the dart that was to strike through 
his liver. Prov. 7,23. But lest some one fail to know her where- 
abouts, and in order to reach even the eyes of those whom care-_ 
ful parents keep from the theater, she uses the public press. The 
ballet girl’s and the vaudeville actress’s picture is inserted on 
the pictorial page of the Sunday newspaper. The text which 
accompanies the picture does not state that this is that loud and 
stubborn woman of whom the Bible speaks. Oh, no! It is said 
that these pictures are presented for the sake of art, or to show 
these actresses fighting high prices by arranging their own 
luncheon behind the scenes, or to make you acquainted with a 
new and fetching bathing suit. We and our children can scarcely 
escape seeing what is upon bill-boards and in the daily press. 
Even the church at times must employ these agencies, but we 
ought to warn the poor and inexperienced young against the 
danger that lurks at every corner. We ought to tell them that 
the roaring lion is never satisfied, and that “hell and destruction 
are never full.” Prov. 27,20. Above all things, we should culti- 
vate their taste so that their delight may be in the Law of the 
Lord, and that they themselves may reject the filthy, contam- 
inated, and decayed offal of the streets. 
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Let parents watch the reading of their children, and let us 
all direct our young to the many delightful, entertaining, and 
instructive books and booklets which may be obtained from our 
Publishing House. Ss. 


A Unique Golden Jubilee in Rome. — On the 20th of Sep- 
tember, 1920, Roman citizens celebrated the fiftieth anniversary 
of the overthrow of the political rule of the Pope. There were 
street parades with flying banners and flags, and there were 
specches and banquets. But very little of all this appeared in 
the press of other countries. Here in our country we have met 
scarccly ten persons who had heard anything of it. But we did 
hear very much about the visit of the Knights of Columbus to 
the shrine of Peter and Paul. We read much of their ex- 
pressions of loyalty to the Pope. We read that the Pope said: 
“Give the Americans what they want,’? — a fine phrase for Amer- 
icans to read. Rome keeps its publicity machinery in good re- 
pair and well oiled. But after all it did leak out that the Pope 
complained in bitter terms to the Knights of Columbus about 
the “shameful propaganda” which is carried on right under his 
nose there in his own city. JRkoman Catholic dignitaries and 
speakers frequently wish to create the impression with their own 
people that Protestantism is dying, but the very highest Catholic 
of them all had to admit that it is very much alive right there 
in Rome. Is it not queer that an infallible Pope did not dis- 
cover the importance of that “little brother Martin”? Mrs. Cotta 
could have given Leo X lessons:in judging men. We fear that 
Leo was too much of a connoisseur of wines and a few other 
things to be infallible at all times. Which of those infallible 
popes ever thought that Rome, the city of so many jubilees, 
would ever see a golden jubilee of the overthrow of papal polit- 
ical power! Dr. Luther wrote and filled a prescription for Rome, 
and Rome is still guessing how much of it there is yet to swallow. 
It is so very bitter! S. 


The Missing Link is the object of a search which will be 
instituted on the Asiatic continent by the magazine Asia in 
cooperation with several scientific associations. Advertisements 
of the magazine bear at the head the somewhat forbidding 
features of an ape-man with the legend: “The Oldest Man in 
the World,” and make reference to the finding of some bones, 
which, pieced together, have raised the question of the evolution 
of the human race from a brute ancestor. 


The remains referred to were found on the island of Java 
in 1891 and were enthusiastically welcomed by Haeckel, the last 
of the Darwinians, as proof of man’s descent from an apelike 
creature. Haeckel gave this being the name Pithecanthropus 
Erectus, a Greek-Latin hybrid, signifying, “Ape-Man Walking 
Erect.” Investigation by specialists in anatomy has by no 
means justified the opinion of the German evolutionist. Some, 
says Dana, in his great Manual of Geology, regard the remains 
as belonging to a low-grade man or to an idiot. They consist of 
an incomplete skull, one tooth, and a leg-bone showing evidence 
of prolonged disease, says Dana. These specimens were found 
in separate places, and the skull is too small for the thigh-bone. 
Prof. Klaatsch, of Heidelberg, an authority of the first rank, 
says that the creature, even if the remains should belong to the 
same individual, which is by no means certain, does not supply 
the “missing link.” 

Unfortunately, the popular literature of the day still echoes 
the confidence with which evolutionists three or four decades 
ago discussed the origin of man from an apelike ancestor. In 
spite of the definite assertion of Mr. Dana that in the anatomy 
of man there are divergencies from the ape which must be ac- 
cepted as “admitted proof that man has not descended from any 
existing type of ape”; in spite of Wallace’s admission that “no 
traces of man’s ancestors have yet been discovered”; in spite 
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of Dr. Berndt’s statement that the Java remains “must without 
question be excluded from the direct genealogy of man”; in 
spite of Prof. Virchow’s dictum: “We seek in vain for a miss- 
ing link. There exists a definite barrier scparating man from 
the animals: heredity”’,—%in spite of these and many other 
statements of scientists of the first rank, the shallow and pre- 
mature judgments of the early Darwinians who with such con- 
fidence asserted man’s evolution from the brute,-are given con- 
tinued currency in the popular magazines and the Sunday-papers 
by parrotizing paragraphers and sensation-monging journalists. 

We do not believe that the expedition announced by the Asia 
magazine will bring to light the missing link. In fact, we know, 
both on Scriptural and scientific grounds, that man is a creature 
essentially different from the animal, and that the object of the 
expedition cannot be realized. But while digging about in Asia, 
these searchers after prehistoric remains might, in this period of 
high meat prices, direct their efforts to the locating of certain 
reputed deposits of salt beef. In 1905, the Jfuenchener Neueste 
Nachrichten cabled the St. Paul Pioneer Press an announce- 
ment of the discovery of large deposits, extending many square 
miles, of pressed corned beef in Yellowstone Park. The 
“Special” said that “evidently enormous droves of cattle have, 
during the triocene period, been caught by a revolution of the 
earth and buried by the thrown-down masses. The extensive 
deposits of salt in the district preserved and seasoned the meat, 
the cold of the ice period kept it for millenniums, and under 
the great pressure of the masses of earth it has been transformed 
into a kind of salt-meat, which, to the taste and in nutritive- 
ness, is not inferior to corned beef.” It was said that a group 
of capitalists was about to put this deposit of salt meat, “suf- 
ficient to furnish meat food for a long time to the entire world,” 
upon the market. 

Of course, geology knows of no “triocene period,” and, of 
course, the “cable” was the invention of a humorous wag of a 
journalist. But the expedition about to sally forth on a hunt 
for the “missing link” would with equal chances for success ex-. 
cavate in the plains of Siberia for a deposit of dried beef. More- 
over, frozen mammoths have been found on the Siberian tun- 
dras. Is, after all, antediluvian porterhouse-steak entirely beyond 
reason? Should not its possibilities be carefully weighed by the 
hunters after the ape-man? G. 

Solid Ivory. — We quote the following almost unbelievable 
bit of contemporary history from the Australian Lutheran of 
last month: — 

“Under the recent proclamation prohibiting the importation 
of Bibles, etc., printed in the German language, and intended 
for use in the Lutheran Church, the customs officers of Port 
Adelaide seized part of a shipment of books received by the 
Lutheran Publishing Co., Ltd., Rundle Street, Adelaide, from 
the Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, because these books 
had arrived at Adelaide after June 30 (the date of the procla- 
mation). Part of that shipment (about half) had been sold, the 
balance was seized, together with invoices and correspondence. 
Curious to say, most of these books were English hymn-books 
(the ‘green’? hymnal and the small ‘gray’ book). The reason 
given for seizing them was that they were ‘partly printed in 
German. The only thing German in these books was a list 
comprising about three or four pages of Lutheran melodies, and 
evidently intended chiefly for the organist. The value of the 
books seized is about £100. Other shipments are now coming in, 
and will, no doubt, meet the same fate. We have every hope, 
however, that the books thus seized will be returned intact, as 
they were ordered long before the proclamation was made.” 

We have held over this item one issue as we were trying to 
think of something to say in the way of comment. It must now 
go to press, and we are still speechless. Gq. 
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Correspondence. 








THREE NOTABLE INSTANCES. 


Our synodical board in charge of legacies, in its report at 
Detroit, brought a statement emphasizing that our people ought 
to be reminded of the fact that various synodical treasuries and 
funds ought to be better remembered when testaments are drawn 
up by members whose familics are in comfortable circumstances. 
And truly, what is the sense of adding a pile of moncy to a heap 
that is ample to supply its owncr’s needs? Let us rather con- 
sider wealth a trust, given unto us that we “may have to give 
to him that needeth.” 

Paul commended the zeal of the Corinthians in the matter 
of ministering to the saints. The Corinthians collected purses 
for the necdy Christians. This zeal provoked many to do like- 
wise. Paul gave these acts of charity publicity. May we be able 
to “provoke very many” by bringing to attention three experi- 
ences with legacies which came to us within the space of oa year. 

In 1919, when the pertinent provisions in the will of the 
late G. Tatge, of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, were executed, the Synod- 
ical Treasury received $2,000, the General Church Extension 
Fund $1,000, and the Iowa District Church Extension Fund, 
the Iowa Home Finding Socicty, and the Colored Mission 
each $500. 

Early in 1920, when the various clauses in tho testament 
of the sainted John F. Wernwag, of Cedar Rapids, were car- 
ried out, the local church received $500, the local parish school, 
$200, the Mission Board of the English District, $400, the Towa 
TIome Finding Society, the Iowa Indigent Students, and the 
Colored Mission, each $300. 

The third instance, which we beg permission to bring, 
occurred just recently and concerns the drawing up of a will in 
which a dear Christian —and may he long enjoy health and 
prosperity — disposes of an estate of respectable size. He pro- 
vided a fund, the proceeds of which will annually enable a worthy 
poor orphan or fatherless boy of our Synod to spend a year at 
one of our institutions in preparation for the preaching or 
teaching profession. The Fund for Support of the Veterans of 
the Cross. the General Church Extension Fund, and the Chapel 
Fund of the Negro Mission are also well remembered. 

Think of it: Every nine or ten years a pastor, or every 
six years a teacher, enabled to serve in the army of the Lord 
by you long after you have gone to your long home! Let two 
hundred people do a similar thing, and fifteen pastors and ten 
teachers could every year be graduated from our institutions 
and enter the work in the vineyard. And a bequest of $5,000 
will, on the average, take care of ono student an entire year. 

But while not every one is able to do as much as has been 
indicated, there is another matter which might profitably be 
remembered and done; some of our good ladies suggested a col- 
lection of canned goods, —home-canned goods,—and so there 
is at present on the way to our St. Louis Seminary a shipment 
of preserved fruit.’ Yes, we are glad that many are doing this, 
but the institutions are many, and the eating days are many, 
but by many helping, all will be remembered. 


Cedar Rapids, Iowa. N. P. Una. 


DODGE CENTER, MINN., SCHOOL WINS OUT. 


The dedication of the new parochial schoolhouse at Dodge 
Center.*Minu., again proves that in Christ’s kingdom trials and 
persecutions oftentimes turn out to be blessings in disguise. 
The congregation for years conducted its religious weck-day 
school in the churech-building. This building is located on one 
corner of the public school grounds. 

In the fall of 1918, some “hoodluins” broke into the church, 
took all the books they could find, tore them into tatters, and 
scattered them broadcast on the streets. (These books, by the 
way, proved to be some thirty odd English hymnals, prayer- 
books, ete.) <A dire threat was placed on the altar. When, in 
the following week, the premises were again invaded, the pastor 
placed a copy of Testimony and Proof into the hands of every 
business man in town. Upon the advice of the Springfield “War 
Time Bureau” and District officials, a patriotic program was 
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arranged in connection with the unfurling of a new service fing. 
Tho general public was invited, but all were conspicuous by 
their absence, with the exeeption of the village constable, the 
chairman of the Red Cross, and a representative of the Safety 
Commission. After the program these parties waited on Rev. 
Weinhold, of Rochester, Minn., and the pastor, declaring the 


- program the best they had heard in this town, and demanding 


that both speeches be printed in the local papers. ‘Thus, un- 
wittingly, these persons were a wonderful aid in changing public 
opinion. : 

Sinee then the congregation has become self-supporting, 
and has purchased a new location for school purposes. Now 
a modern little schoolhouse, with basement and furnace, has 
been erected; and on Sunday, September 26, it was dedicated 
to Him who has exhorted us: “Suffer the litlle children to come 
unlo Me.” Two fine sermons were delivered by* Rev. Malkow, 
of Claremont, Minn., and Rey. Weinhold, of Rochester, Minn., 
respectively. It was emphasized that the one and only purpose 
the Lutheran Church has in maintaining separate schools is to 
give its children adequate instruction in the Christian religion, 
as well as in all the common branches. To use the words of one 
of the speakers: “You would laugh me to scorn, and justly so, 
it I should suggest that you have your children instructed one- 
half hour during the week in history, geography, arithmetic, ete. 
Can it, therefore, be considered a crime if we choose to have 
our children instructed, not only concerning Washington and 
Lincoln, but also concerning the Savior of men, Jesus Christ, 
outside of whom there is no salvation 2” 

Thus the Lord has not only preserved our school through 
the storm, but has established it firmer than before. To-day we 
have a new schoolhouse, a temple for our children. and the 
tribulations of the recent past seem to us a blessing in disguise. 
God bless our schools! 


Dodge Center, Minn. Orto C. Scnutrz. 


OKLAHOMA PASTORAL CONFERENCE. 
Instead of meeting in two special conferences, the pastors 


of Oklahoma met in joint session in Christ Church at Perry. 
Okla., from October § to 11. The doctrinal papers were delivered 
by Rev. Wrede, on the Fourth Petition and by Rev. Henry 
Mueller on Dan. 11, 36—44. The latter, by showing up the 
deeds of the papacy and quoting from Roman Catholic writings, 
proved that the papal system is indeed the Antichrist forctold 
by the prophet Daniel. 

The afternoon sessions were given over to hearing various 
reports. The first of these was by Rev. K. Karstensen on the 
budget of Synod. Hope was expressed that every communicant 
member of this conference not only come up to his quota, but 
also go “over the top” in contributing toward all treasurics of 
Synod. Rev. Otte for a while made us forget that we had 
missed the great opportunity of attending the meeting of the 
Delegate Synod at Detroit. His report was timely and to the 
point. 

A lively discussion followed Rev. Dubberstein’s report on 
the school question. While a ease to test ‘the validity of the 
statute prohibiting the teaching of German in school up to the 
eighth grade is being invited by the congregation at Okarche, 
all other congregations are urged to abide strictly by the laws 
of the State governing languages in schools. Impatient, hasty 
action might cause us to lose a great deal more than a language. . 
Here, too, discretion is the better part of valor. 

A report of especial significance was embodied in the re- 
marks of Rev. Karstensen about the mecting of the Synodical 
Conference at Milwaukee. He drew a picture of the distress in 
our Negro Mission which we shall not soon forget. The great 
need of workers, men and women, in this ficld,and of money to 
sustain these laborers moved us to resolve that every pastor urge 
his congregation, if possible, to raise another offering for the 
support of this blessed work among our colored countrymen. 

Conference voted to invite Missionary Zucker to deliver a 
series of lectures and to show stereopticon views of our mission 
in far-off India. 

The noonday luncheon was served by the ladies of Christ 
Church in the school-hall. By a special vote of thanks to the 
congregation and Pastor Hauer and particularly to the ladies who 
ministered so well to our bodily necds, Conference expressed its 
sincere appreciation of the hospitality we enjoyed and which we 
shall long remember. 


Wellston, Okla. G. H. Hentscie.. 
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THE, DISTRICT CONFERENCE OF MONTANA. 


The District Conference of Montana held its annual mect- 
ing in Butte, Mont., October 14—18. It was a very well- 
attended confexence, 21 pastors and missionarics being present, 
and only one absent. Some of the brethren traveled over 700 
miles, departing from home two and even three days before 
sessions began. We are sure that the time spent en route to 
and from our metropolis was well repaid, not only by making 
new acquaintances and renewing the old, but mainly by being 
assured that there are others laboring under similar difficulties, 
and that the Word of God is the only consolation and refuge. 
The altitude of Butte, over 5,500 fect above sea level, contrary 
to fears expressed, caused no disturbance among the members 
‘pene than to force them to breathe deeply and expand their 
ungs. , : 

The doctrinal discussions offered ample opportunity to in- 
hale the pure air of a soundly Lutheran conference. Rev. E. 
Ziegler, Helena, led in this department. He presented such an 
interesting and timely paper embracing a discussion of modern 
evils (lodges, the dance, race suicide, ete.), that other topics had 
to be tabled until next year. 

Reports were heard from our Montana field, and Friday 
evening Rev. H. Vomhof, Laurel, delivered a pastoral sermon. 
Sunday morning the undersigned conducted the confessional 


service, and Rev. A. Jordan, Kalispell, preached the main ser- - 


mon. As all the services were conducted in the English lan- 
guage, Rev. J. Clocter, Superintendent of Missions in Montana, 
was asked to give a short address in the German language for 
the benefit of visitors not well versed in English. This he did 
at the end of the service. The evening service was in charge of 
Rev. T. Eggers, Havre. 

The officers for the ensuing year are: President, Rev. M. 
Hudtloff; Vice-President, Rev. H. Vomhof; Secretary, Rev. G. 
Heilman; Treasurer, Rev. E. Ziegler; Trustee, Rev. G. Mertz. 

With the singing of “God Be with You till We Meet Again” 
the conference adjourned to mect next year at Lewistown. 


Great Falls, Mont. Pau. E. Rou.rine. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


As I promised in a previous letter, I shall now try to give 
our Christians a little insight into the work of our missionaries 
in the Argentine Republic. If I were to take the whole field, 
congregation for congregation, this would be so much, that it 
would require a whole numbor of the Witness for the descrip- 
tion. To begin with, let me say that the work here is absolutely 
pioneer work. All over the Republic there are colonies of Lu- 
therans, who are to be gathered into. congregations. We have 
up to the present time by no means covered the whole Republic, 
but rather about the one-hundredth part of it. And all over 
the other parts there are Lutheran colonies, poor people, who 
have never had the opportunity to go to a Lutheran church 
all the time they have been here: and some have been here many 
years. You may imagine what joy the news brings to these 
people that a missionary i8 to visit them. They will come for 
lengues and leagues to hear the sermon. A league is somewhat 
more than three miles. Even in the colonies, where we have 
regular services, the people have to drive as high as 30 miles 
to come to worship with the congregation or to have their chil- 


dren baptized. True, this is not the rule, yet 15 miles is not: 


unusual for them. Naturally one meets some terrible spiritual 
conditions in such colonies, and sometimes also with regard to 
earthly matters. And the missionary is the one who will have 
to face them when he gets there. Great tact and, at the same 
time, great firmness is required of the missionary in such cases! 


Now I shall try to give you an idea of onc field, of which 
TI havo the exact figures and notes on hand. The missionary 
has 11 congregations and preaching-stations. He has to go to 
one of them each weck. Jf he goes by train, he will have to 
be away from home at least four days of the week, and besides 
ride not less than an average of 20 miles for cach service. But 
he has a school in his congregation where he lives, and so he 
makes the trip by wagon, and that in an open wagon without 
springs. One week he thus travels 54 miles, the next week 
54 miles, the next week 54 miles, the next 44 miles, the next 
86 miles, the next 34 miles, and so on. If he did not go by 
wagon, he would have to go by train, and make the rest of the 
stretch by wagon after all, lose four to five days each time, and 
cause much expense to the Mission Board for hotel bills, etc. 
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And the school would be an impossibility. This is the field for 
which we are ardently desiring an auto. That would save the 
missionary’s strength, save his time, and also enable him to do 
more personal work with the respective members. And it is a 
necessity; he cannot go on as he is doing now. 

It may happen this way too: the missionary writes to his 
people that he is to come on such and such a day. With the 
uncertainty of the mails in the country, the people do not get 
the letter. Well, the missionary makes the trip. He gets to 
the station: this consists of a little shack built of tin cans— 
this is not hyperbole, but ean be proven by photographs; people 
often use the opened and flattened coal oi] cans here for build- 
ing purposes. No one is there to meet him. What is he to do? 
Ho does not know exactly where the people are, as they have 
not their own land, and have lately moved. Fe cannot stay in 
the station. Finally a man with a two-wheeled cart comes up, 
who knows him, and tells him that he could take him close to 
the colony. He accepts the offer, and off he goes. After some 
leagues have been covered, the man sets him off at a lonely 
shack, like the one described above, as he cannot take him 
farther. The inhabitants of the shack are natives: they have 
seen him before; but though darkness is setting in, they cannot 
give him shelter for the night. Could they show him the way 
to the colony? It is too late. What is he to do? He asks to 
be permitted to sleep on a chair; the house has one room, and 
the whole family is there. Well, the man leaves the house, 
soon he whistles, and is there with two horses. He asks the 
missionary, if he has the courage to ride with him. The latter 
agrees, and off they go at a gallop into the night. The “gaucho” 
brings him to the first house of the colonists, and he is in the 
house of one of his members. This trip was made around . 
midnight. I have tried to render it as closely as possible as 
I have received it from the missionary. 


Another man in our service came to a station, and no one 
was there to meet him. No one could be found to take him by 
wagon or by horse to the colony. It was leagues out in the 
country. What was he to do? He could not stay at the station. 
It would have been a few days before a train would come. 
And as it was, he had expected to get enough money from the 
congregation to go back, and he did not have any more with 
him: had no more at home either. So he begins to walk back 
towards home with his heavy suitcase: the missionaries always . 
have to carry 2 communion set and such things, books for the 
services, and often books ordered by the people. He began to 
walk when it grew dusk, and he arrived at home some time 
in the morning. I wish that some of our readers would try 
such a stunt: that missionary walked some 50 miles with his 
heavy suitcase! 

These are only a few of many similar experiences. A num- 
ber of our missionaries now have their buggies, one has an auto. 
But the distances never grow shorter. Just the other day the 
writer was in the Pampa for a visit to the congregations. We 
had to make 25 miles to visit three elders. — The missionary 
whose field I described first has a field of some 2,500 square 
miles. And his distances would be greatly increased, if he were 
to make private calls to the members, as he ought to, but which he 
cannot do under present conditions. — We ought to have 25 pas- 
tors in the field: where we now have nine. 

Our Christians will see from this that we need men here 
who are willing to endure hardships in their Lord’s work, and 
for His sake. We are often afraid that so many calls from the 
South American field are not accepted because the young men 
fear these hardships, and are not willing to undergo them for 
their Lord. That is not the missionary spirit the Lord would 
find in His servants. May God make many hearts willing to 
come here and help us! 


- Buenos Aires, Argentina. A. KRAMER. 


NOTES AND NEWS. 


‘Nuts and Beans” was the subject of a Presbyterian 
preacher at Devil’s Lake, N. Dak., last month. : 


On Fillmore Street, Brooklyn, ground has been broken for 
the first Roman Catholic Church named after the new saint, 
Joan of Arc. A 

The Lutheran Message is the name of a quarterly paper 
issued in the interest of our colored congregations of St. Louis, 
Mo., and Springfield, Ill. It is edited by Rev. Herbert C. Claus, 
of St. Louis. 
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From Froid, Mont., we get this poster: “Snappy, Up-to- 
Date Dance, Bon-Ton Theater, Froid, Sat. Night, Oct. 9th. 
Given for Benefit of Catholic Ladies’ Aid Society. Everybody 
welcome. Tickets, $1.10. Show before the Dance at 8 Sharp.” 


The National Christian Association, an anti-lodge society, 
has printed in tract form an article contributed to the Cynosure 
by Benjamin M. Holt, author of The Case against the Lodge. 
The title of the tract is, A Congregation’s Duty to Lodge- 
members. It may be had for 5 cents from the N.C. A., 850 W. 
Madison St., Chicago. One hundred copies for $1.00. 


‘We have something like three million baptized Lutherans 
in this country who do not belong to any congregation. We 
need many more mission pastors to gather them in and many 
more Home Mission churches to receive them.” So says The 
Missionary Survey, a Presbyterian monthly, in its issue of 
January, 1920, p. 32. : 


New York, August 3.— Fifty-two murders have been com- 
mitted in New York City during the seven months since Jan- 
uary 1, setting a homicide record unparalleled in many previous 
years, it was stated to-night at the district attorney’s office. In 
the six convictions returned in these cases none has been for 


murder in the first degree. Indictments have been returned in 


22 cases. 


AT LAST we can report a Missouri Synod congregation 
which supports entirely, out of its treasury, a missionary to the 
heathen world. Orange, N.J., is the congregation, and the mis- 
sionary whom it will support is Rev. P. Heckel, who will join 
our forces in India this winter. AT LAST, we say. In the 
Reformed Churches this is a common thing. Some of these con- 
gregations support one, two, three, and up to seven missionaries 
each. NEXT? 


Boston, Mass., October 10.— An avalanche of divorce pe- 
titions, breaking all records for Suffolk County and necessitat- 
ing two separate sessions of the divorce court, promises to add 
nearly 50 per cent. to the local divorce rate this year. At the 
twin sessions of the divorce court, cases are now being handled 
as frequently as one every ten minutes. The number of divorces 
in 1920 is already close to the figure for the. whole of 1919, 
which was the record for this county and for Massachusetts. 


According to the annual report of the Home Missions 
Council, there are now in the United States 202 religious de- 
nominations. Thirty-one new denominations came into being 
in the last ten years, and seventeen denominations disappeared. 
The report continues: “There are 41,926.854 church-members in 
the United States. Subtracting from that number 15,000,000 
Catholics, there are about 27,000,000 church-members in Prot- 
‘ estant churches; which means that about sixty million people 
who are called Protestants are members of no church whatever.” 


Mr. W. H. Schmalz writes from Kitchener, Ont.: “The 
LUTHERAN WITNESS is a welcome visitor and ought to reach more 
homes than it does. 
turn it over to some non-Lutheran, and give him something 
that’s worth while. Only a short time ago I was met by a man 
whom I had given several of the papers, with the remark: ‘I had 
no idea that the Lutheran Church hewed so close to the line.’ 
He was greatly pleased with what he read, and acknowledged 
that it did him good to notice what the Lutheran Church 
stood for.” 


A live colored congregation is the little flock at Yonkers, 
N.Y. We read in the New York Lutheran: “Pastor, Hill re- 
ports the purchase of a lot overlooking the Hudson River. The 
property was paid for in cash, and a substantial sum remains 
in the treasury for the erection of a chapel on the plot. A Lu- 
theran Education Society has been started among the members 
of the church for the purpose of aiding the Greensboro College 
‘in the erection of a dormitory for the girl students. Bethany 
ae has also contributed $55 to the L.L. L. Endowment 
Fund. 


An “Anti-Jay-Walking Campaign” is on in St. Louis. 
“Jay-Walkers” is the local designation for people who cross 
streets in the block, instead of waiting until they get to a corner. 
The “campaign” is intended to diminish the number of auto- 
mobile accidents due to this habit. As was to be expected, the 


Church Federation of St. Louis has asked the Gospel-ministry. 


When I am through with mine, I usually - 
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“to aid in the matter.” The Romanists, too, have given their 
attention to this subject. St. Christopher has been designated 
saint of the automobilists, and the faithful are urged to wear 
medals and to make special intercession to the saint. 


According to Dr. Sigurd Ylvisaker, speaking before the 
Norwegian Synod, the National Lutheran Council’s financial 
campaigns entail considerable overhead expense, to be borne by 
the congregations. The Doctor says: “From the day of its 
organization to October 31, 1919, one year and two months, the 
work of the council involved an expense of $82,108.59. In that 
time it gathered sums totaling $556,732.63. In the Missouri 
Synod a Pension Fund of two million dollars has been collected 
without any expense to the synodical treasury. The Missouri 
Synod’s committee for relief in Europe has paid out $243,159.68 ° 
while its expenses were barely four thousand dollars.” G. 








DLutheran Daymen's League. 


(EpITORIAL NoTE. — By arrangement with the L. L. L. Campaign 
Committee, this column is conducted by Rev. Karl G. Schlerf as Spe- 
cial Campaign Correspondent.) 


1 Sam. 30, 23. 24: “Then said David, Ye shall not do so, my 
brethren, with that which the Lord hath given us, who hath 
preserved us, and delivered the company that came against us 
into our hand. For who will hearken unto you in this matter? 
But as his part is that goeth down to the battle, so shall his 
part be that tarrieth by the stuff; they shall part alike.” 


Who shall have the spoils? Well, some selfish soul suggests 
that those treasures ought to belong to those who had been in 
active service. “We did all the fighting, and we ought to have 
all the treasures.” But David looked into the worn faces of 
those veterans who had stayed in the garrison, and saw how 
cleanly everything had been kept, and that the baggage was all 
safe; and knew how that these aged, wounded, and crippled 
men would gladly enough have been at the front if they had 
been able, and said, “No! no! Let us have fair play. ‘As his 
part is that goeth down to the battle, so shall his part be that 
tarrieth by the stuff.’ ” 

This is high encouragement for those who once wrought 
mightily for Christ and the Church, but who through sickness, 
or collapse of fortune, or advanced years cannot now go to the 
front. These two hundred men of the text were veterans. Let 
that man bare his arms and show how the muscles were torn. 
Let him pull aside the turban and see the mark of the battle-ax. 
Pull aside the coat and see where the spear thrust him. Would 
it have been fair for those men, crippled, weak, and old, to have 
no share in the triumph? — Z'almage. 


L. L. L. CAMPAIGN EXECUTIVE MEETING CHAT. 


On October 1 the L. E. L. Campaign Executive Committee « 
met at Chicago with the following members present: Messrs. 
A. H. Ahlbrandy Benj. Bosse; Henry W. Horst; Theo.: H. 
Lamprecht; Fred C. Pritzlaff; Wm. Schulze; Executive Sec- 
retary C. J. Cramer; Campaign Secretary Theo. W. Eckhart. 
Messrs. John A. Leschen and C. J. Scheiman, who happened to 
be in Chicago at the time, visited briefly. . 

Reports sent in by district directors show most of them 
working systematically and intensively to reach their quotas. 
Such work with God’s blessing will bring the desired results.” 
Thanks are due to all those loyal Lutherans who in districts, 
circuits, or congregations are leaders and cheerfully sacrifice 
time, convenience, and money to further this noble cause. 

As has already been reported in these columns, the Cali- 
fornia and Nevada District No.3 has reached its quota. What 
is more, these brethren sent fair warning to the Iowa District: 
“Have a care, we are going to beat you out in the percentage 
column! We are going to. keep right on collecting!” However, 
Brother Hillman, director of that district, and his well-organized 
body of laymen leaders are going to keep on collecting also, and 
they have set their mark high enough to keep them in first posi- 
tion. Vice-President Horst chuckled when he heard all this. 

Go to it, everybody,” he said; and we believe he thought: . 
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' “They will have to work hard to beat Iowa.” You know Iowa . 


is in the group of L. L. L. districts over which Brother Horst 
has special charge during this finish-up work. By giving the 
L. L. L. Vice-Presidents special supervision of compact groups 
of a small number of districts, the work of President Lamprecht 
is not only made easier, but better results, it is believed, will be 
obtained for the Endowment Fund. 


Other Districts “running strong” are Central Illinois, At- 
lantic, South Dakota, Kansas,‘ and Nebraska. The Atlantic 
District has come up from eighth place to fourth in the last 
weeks. South Dakota, however, is crowding the Atlantic Dis- 
trict hard in this column. Look out for changes! 


TWO MILLIONS TRANSFERRED TO CHICAGO. 


During the afternoon the synodical “Board of the Lutheran 
Laymen’s League Endowment Fund” met and among other 
things resolved that the treasurer of the L. L. L. be instructed 
to turn over to this Board the amount of $2,050,095.25. Pur- 
suant to this resolution, President Pfotenhauer and Mr. Paul 
Schulze, treasurer of this Board, went to Milwaukee October 4, 
and in the safety deposit vaults of the First Wisconsin National 
Bank, with Mr. Fred C. Pritzlaff, and in the presence of Presi- 
dent ‘Theo. H. Lamprecht, Mr. C. J. Cramer, and Mr. Edw. Wol- 
laeger, carefully checked and counted the securities presented to 
Synod at Detroit. Mr. Pritzlaff then accompanied President 
Pfotenhauer and Mr. Schulze — these three constitute the 
Executive Committee of the new Board — to Chicago, where the 
fund now safely reposes in the vaults'of the Fort Dearborn 
National Bank. 


In the mean while the fund has grown to the sum of 
$2,263,631.75, leaving a balance of $736,368.25 to complete 
the fund. 

NOTICE. 


As a result of the finish-up campaign, which is rapidly 
drawing to a close, many congregations are making appeals to 
all of their communicant members for offerings to the Endow- 
ment Fund. The practise still prevails in our treasurer’s office, 
as it did from the beginning of the campaign, that individual 
receipts are sent to all contributors of less than $6, and that 
membership certificates are sent to all those who contribute $6 
or more to this fund. ‘These operations are greatly simplified 
if the remittances received from the various congregations and 
missions are accompanied by intelligent, legible reports, giving 
the name and location of the congregation or mission, the name 
and address of the pastor, as well as the name and address of 
the remitter, together with a complete list of all donors, their 
addresses, and the amount of money contributed by each. The 
lack of any of this information leads to tedious correspondence, 
which not only takes considerable of your and our time, but 
also adds to the expense of all concerned. Pastors and congre- 
gational treasurers preparing to send remittances to the L. L. L. 
Treasurer, would do well to use the “Treasurer’s Report Blanks” 
prepared for this purpose by the Campaign Committee and dis- 
‘ tributed freely during the educational campaign in March, 1919. 
Should your stock of these blanks have been exhausted, then 
kindly send a request to the L.L.L. Campaign Committee, 
139 N. Clark St., Room 1515, Chicago, Ill., specifying the ap- 
proximate number of contributors, and a sufficient number of 
blanks will be cheerfully sent you post-haste. In the interest of 
efficiency and economy please, therefore, provide yourself with 
these blanks and use them. 


FROM OUR LETTER FILE. 


“To-day is my birthday. My good wife gave me $5 to be 
used for whatever I wished. Having been ill, not able to earn 
anything since 1912, $5 for ‘spending money’ looks good to me. 
And what do you suppose: When I told her what I was going 
to do with it and explained the L.L. L. and the $6 average, 
she says, ‘You had better make it six then.’ ” 


HOME OFFICE. 


Lutheran Laymen’s League, 
730 First Wisconsin National Bank Building, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


-one who ought to have it. 
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New Publications. 


Proceedings of the Thirty-First National Convention of the 
Ev. Luth. Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States, as- 
sembled as the Sixteenth Delegate Synod at Detroit, Mich., 
June 16—25, 1920. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 
Price, 75 cts. 


The former Secretary of Synod, Prof. Richard D. Biedermann, 
and our Publishing House performed a marvel of speedy accomplish- 
ment when they placed upon the market a few weeks after the ses- 
sions of Synod had closed at Detroit a complete report of all the 
transactions of that remarkable session, and now, after but a short 
lapse of time, we have the English, condensed and simplified, but 
exact report before us. Such efficiency deserves credit. It is now 
for the members of Synod to purchase this report and read it care- 
fully. An excellent feature of this English report are the cross 
references under the different headings giving the pages where the 
same matter is treated in the German report. There is a mass of 
information, instruction, and direction in these ninety pages. On 
page 91 there are a few addenda to the German Synodalbericht, and 
finally, there is an excellent index to the whole. 

Every one of us should note what is said on page 47 concerning 
Synod’s position towards lodge-membership. It would be well also 
to insert a reference to this subject in the index under “lodge” and 
under “secretism.” We fail to find such a reference in the index. 


Lutheran Annual 1921. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 
Price, 15 cts. ° 
One of the bright things which greets us each fall as the year 
draws to its close is this Lutheran Annual of our Synod fresh from 
the press. Of this Lutheran Annual, together with its German twin, 
Lutherischer Kalender, the manager of our Publishing House tells us 
that it is “sold in about 130,000 copies per annum, being undoubt- 
edly the most widely distributed Protestant year-book.” Most of us 
need but to be told that it is on the market, and we order it forth- 
with, but there are still those who are not acquainted with this val- 
unble year-book. Let us mention or show it or present it to some 
We have not the least doubt that in 
many cases it has been the wedge for the entrance of our publica- 
tions into homes, schools, and churches. If a connection is to be 
established with some timid and backward one, this Annual may be 
the first magnet to draw the timid or undecided one closer. In many 
of our churches, schools, and Sunday-schools a quantity of these An- 
nuals are placed for sale at the doors, and every one present is 
urged to purchase a supply suflicient for the home, for friends, per- 
haps for distant relatives. S. 


Amerikanischer Kalender fuer deutsche Lutheraner auf das 
Jahr 1921. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, 
15 cts. 

This is the German counterpart of the Lutheran Annual. The 
reading-matter is excellent. Those who are still able to enjoy a Ger- 
man narrative, poem, or article will be delighted with what this 
Kalender offers them. Ss. 


John Wiclif. “The Morning Star of the Reformation.” By Wm. 
cope aaa Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, 
50 cts. 

Here is another one of those delightful and instructive little 
biographies by that well-known author, the Rev. Wm. Dallmann. 
Those who are acquainted with Dallmann’s style know what to ex- 
pect, and those who are not acquainted with it ought to make haste 
to be up to date in this respect, and discover what gifts God has 

laced at their disposal for their edification and instruction. In 
his foreword the author writes: .“Christians ought to know some 
Church history, which therefore must be put within reach of their 
understanding, their time, and their purse. Here is an effort to do 
this in the case of one whom Milton calls ‘the divine and admirable 
Wiclif.’ ” 

Much is gained if our people acquire a taste for good Lutheran 
literature. There may be some, especially among the young, whom 
we cannot persuade to read long doctrinal expositions or sermons. 
Could not these be induced to take up such brief biographies as these 
from the facile pen of such a gripping writer as Dallmann? The 
very illustrations (there are eleven of them in this little volume) 
will arouse interest and will invite some to read. Let us not forget 
the immense power of the press for good or for evil. These long 
winter evenings many of our people will read, and we ought to do 
what we can that their reading may be a true blessing to them. 


The Christian. By William Dallmann. Second Printing. For sale 
at the Northwestern Publishing House, Milwaukee, Wis., 
and Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 130 pages, 
333634. Price, 50 cts. 

In 116 chapters Rev. Dallmann discusses the life of a Christian 
from his birth to his eternal home. Much profound meditation 
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and the fruits of wide reading have gone into the make-up of the 
book. Rev. Dallmann’s style has the supreme quality of perspicuity, 
being so plain that no one can ever misunderstand him. One need 
not read any of these paragraphs twice in order to comprehend the 
author’s meaning, and what they contain is an encouragement for 
a better appreciation of the Christian’s life, his graces and pre 
rogatives. If William Dallmann is one of the most widely read 
Lutheran authors in the country, there must be a reason, and the 
reason is found in this little book. The chapters, we may add, were 
written during the “preachless Sundays” in “flu” times. , 


Sieben kleine Erzaehlungen von Marg. Lenk und B. Mercator in 
neuen Umschlaegen mit bunten Ludwig-Richter-Bildchen. 
Verlag von Johannes Herrmann, Zwickau, Sachsem Price, 
8 cts. each. 

Of this series we have received four titles: Man bittet, stark 
zu klingeln! and Die kleinen Mcistersaenger, by Margaret Lenk, and 
Das stille Kind and Dummerchen, by Bertha Mercator. Beautifully 
gotten-up booklets, that exhibit the perfection of the German color 
printer’s art. G. 


Des Pfarrers Kinder. Erzaehlung aus der Zeit des Dreissig- 
jachrigen Krieges. Mit acht ganzseitigen Bildertafeln von 
H. Barmfuehr. Verlag von Johannes Herrmann, Zwickau, 
Sachsen. 288 pages, 5x8. Price, $1.50. 
This is the latest printing of Margaret Lenk’s famous sfory. 
It is now adorned with a number of fine full-page illustrations in 
crayon, and is tastily bound. | G 


The following programs and orders of services for Christmas 
have been received: — 

Sweet Fields of Bethlehem. A Christmas service for Sunday- 
schools. 1920: Lutheran Book Concern, Columbus, O. 27 
pages, 69. Price: Single copies, 6 cts.; dozen, 60 cts.; 
hundred, $4.50. On dozen and hundred lots transportation 
is extra. (Also German; same price.) 


Gloria in Excelsis Deo! Liturgy or program for a children’s 
service in churches or schools on Christmas Eve. By J. 
Wegner, 2208 Clarke St., Milwaukee, Wis. (Also German.) 


The Prince of Peace. Christmas service for Sunday-schools, con- 
sisting of Scripture-reading, recitations, and songs. Con- 
tains an ample number of songs with music. Augustana 
Book Concern, Rock Island, Ill. Price: Single copies, 10 cts., 
net; dozen, 75 cts., net; 50, $2.50, net; 100, $5.00, net. 


Suitable for any children’s service: 
The Children’s Hosanna. A program for children’s service on 
Children’s Day or any other children’s celebration. By Adolf 
T. Hanser. The Sotarion Publishing Co., 105 Florida St., 
Buffalo, N.Y. 8 pages. Price, $3.50 a hundred. The tunes 
are 25 cts. a copy extra. 


New anthem: 

Ehbre sei Gott in der Hoehe! Weihnachtsgesang fuer gemischten 
Chor, Unisonostimmen oder Solo (Sopran, Tenor), Quartett 
oder Halbchor und Orgel. 5 pages, 710%. Price, 15 cts. 
Postage extra. (Has also English text.) Order from the 
composer, Walter Sassmannshausen, 2061 N. Kedzie Ave., Chi- 
cago, Ill. G. 


The following juveniles have been received from Augustana Book 
Concern, Rock Island, Ill.: — 


The Faith of a Child. By Runa. Price, 30 cts. 
The Royal Page. By Runa. Price, 30 cts. 
Cathryn. By Runa. Price, 25 cts. 
The Lord Is My Light. Stories and poems compiled by J. Mf. An- 
derson. Price, 30 cts. 

The first two titles are suited for children of the age of 10 to 12, 
the third for younger children, and the last title is a Christmas- 
booklet, nicely gotten up, for the little ones. . 


The Concordia Sunday-school Pin. Concordia Publishing House, 
St. Louis, Mo. 

In getting out and offering us this system of rewards by pins, 
the publishers state: — > 

“A large association of Sunday-school officers and workers, the 
Lutheran Sunday-school Teachers’ Association of St. Louis, has been 
giving this matter earnest attention, and, after much deliberation 
and correspondence with other interested persons and organizations, 
has developed an award system which should embody the several 
merits of being Lutheran in name and character, simple to maintain, 
and relatively inexpensive. 

“The system is simple. On entering the Sunday-school, the pupil 
is given an inexpensive, but very attractive celluloid pin with Lu- 
ther’s coat of arms done in the original colors, which he wears for 
a year. After a year’s attendance the celluloid pin is replaced by 
a gold-filled regulation pin of chaste design (again Luther’s coat 
of arms), bearing a little service disk with the numeral 1 to denote 
the completion of one year’s attendance. After the second year the 
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same pin continues in service, with the numeral 1] replaced, by 
a& simple operation, by the numeral 2, and so on. This very ma- 
terially simplifies matters and reduces the expense considerably, 
whereas another system generally used costs $7.00 for a period of 
eight years, allowing for the first four pins, which are usually re- 
turned to the Sunday-school. Our system reduces the expenses to 
$1.45, including eight disks, seven of which always remain property 
of the school, and may be used again and again, thus reducing the 
actual cost to only 75 cents, which means a saving of $6.25 per pupil 
or for a school of 200 scholars $1,250.00 in eight years. 


“Celluloid enrolment pin ............ $ 01%. 
UA LALO, TOIRY wesw « exncemercnmnete a € 4 i $ .75, plus war tax. 
“DErvics: GIGK: asancws sj ss bac 6 $ .10, plus war tax. 


“To responsible officers of Lutheran Sunday-schools we shall 
gladly send samples for inspection.” 


It is the best system of this kind that we have seen. S. 








Misrellaneows. 





Ordinations and Installations. 


Ordained under authorization of the respective District 
Presidents: — 


On 12th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate E. Umbach in Trinity 
Chureh, St. Louis, Mo., by Pastor F. W. Weidmann. 

On 17th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate E. A. Westcott in 
Mount Carmel Church, Midway, Ala., by Pastor G. A. Schmidt. 


Ordained and installed under authorization of the respec- 
tive District President: — 


On 18th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate H. Sagehorn in Beth- 
lehem Church, Crawford, Nebr., by Pastor F. W. Droegemueller. 


Installed under authorization of the respective District 
Presidents: — 


A. Pastors: 


On 4th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. P. Breitag in the con- 
gregation at Marshall, Mo., by Pastor W. O. Schmidt. 

On 14th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. P. Hilgendorf in the 
congregation near Hood River, Oreg., by Pastor E. Doering. 

On 16th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. W. Schoenow in the 
congregation at Omer, Mich., by Pastor E. F. Noack.—The Rev. 
W. C@. dtwmsch in Zion Church, Madelia, Minn., by Pastor L. J. Lemke. 

On 17th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. Th. Frank in the con- 
gregation at Farmers Retreat, Ind., by Pastor R. Schroeder. 

On 18th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. W. C. Borchers in the 
congregation near Beaufort, Mo., by Pastor L. Niermann. — The Rev. 
dt, Hope in Grace Church, Los Angeles, Cal., by Pastor N. F. Jensen. 
— The Rev. H. J. F. Meier in Trinity Church, Hampshire, Ill., by 
Pastor O. Hitzeroth. 

On 19th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. If. H. Tietjen in Holy 
Cross Church, Van Nuys, Cal., by Pastor A. Hansen. —The Rev. 
EB. Ficne in the congregation at Lotts Creek, lowa, by Pastor W. 
Faulstich.— The Rev. G. F. Nack in Trinity Church, Deer Creek, 
Minn., by Pastor A. E. Agather, Jr.— The Rev. G. A. Merting in 
the congregation in Taylor Tp., Minn., by Pastor J. P. Klausler, and 
in Immanuel Church, Monson Tp., S. Dak., by Pastor L. Rosin. 

On 20th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. G. Chr. Albers in the 
congregation at Honey Grove, Tex., by Pastor V. Brugge. — The Rev. 
I’, Wambsganss in the congregation at Clifty, near Columbus, Ind., 
by Pastor J. D. Matthius.— The Rev. 2. Malueg in St. John’s Church, 
Town Forest, Wis., by Pastor W. J. Kitzerow. — The Rev. Hy. Schuetz 
in the congregation at Scotland and, in the afternoon, in the con- 
gregation at Kaylor, S. Dak., by Pastor W. Hodde. — The Rev. O. F. 
Stolzenburg in Zion Church, Columbus, O., by Pastor G. Allenbach. 

On 21st Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. H. Wittrock in the 
congregation at Mount Pulaski, Ill., by Prof. L. Wessel. — The lev. 
W. L. Kohn in Trinity Church, Merrill, Wis., by Pastor Hy. Blanke. 
— The Itev. J. G. Hafner in Immanuel Church, near Lewiston, Minn., 
by Pastor P. F. Koehneke. 

On 24th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. E. A. Westcott in the 
congregation at Nyland, Ala., by Pastor G. A. Schmidt. 


B. Teachers: 


On 13th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate W. Heller as teacher 
of the school of St. John’s Church, Farmers Retreat, Ind., by Pastor 
R. Schroeder. — Teacher W. von Dissen as teacher of the school of 
the congregation at Gillett, Ark., by Pastor C. F. Rittmann. 

On 17th Sunday after Trinity: Teacher P. A. Jungkumtz as 
teacher of the second class of the school of Trinity Church, Milwau- 


kee, Wis., by Pastor H. Grueber. — Teacher A. P. Wolters as teacher 
of the school of St. Paul’s Church, Duluth, Kans., by Pastor A. G. 
Degner. 


On 18th Sunday after Trinity: Teacher G. Fleischmann as 
teacher of the school of St. Andrew’s Church, Buffalo, N. Y., by Pas- 
tor C. Engelbert. — Teacher L. D. Keyl as teacher of the school of 
St. John’s Church, Decatur, Ill., by Pastor R. G. Heyne. 
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On 20th Sunday after Trinity: Teacher G. Alpers as teacher 
of the school of the congregation at Hay Creek, Minn., by Pastor 
J.C. Meyer. — Teachers H.J. Hcyne and C. T. Brandhorst as teachers 
of the schools of Immanuel Church, near Bremen, Kans., by Pastor 
H. C. Marting. — J'cacher P. C. Westcriamp as teacher of the school 
of Trinity Church, Utica, Mich., by Pastor I. Lewerenz. 

On 21st Sunday after Trinity: J'cacher 7. Scils as teacher of 
the school of Emmaus Church, Chicago, Ill., by Pastor M. Fuelling. 


Dedications. 


Dedicated to the service of God: — 

Churches. —On 10th Sunday after Trinity: The new church 
of Immanuel Congregation, Lyons, Tex. (the Rev. W. P. Kramer, 
pastor). — On llth Sunday after Trinity: ‘The new chureh of Faith 
Congregation, Cleveland, O. (the Rev. F. R. Webber, pastor). — On 
lith Sunday after Trinity: The new church of Bethany Congrega- 
tion, Elmhurst, N. ¥. (the Rev. H. W. Petersen, pastor).—On 19th 
Sunday after Trinity: The new church of the congregation at Paines- 
ville, near Cleveland, O. (the Rev. M. Ilse, Jr., pastor). — The new 
church of Trinity Congregation, Fergus Falls, Minn. (the Rev. W. 
lriedrich, pastor).— The new church of St. John’s Congregation, 
Dumont, Minn. (the Rev. H. A. Faedtke, pastor).— On 20th Sunday 
after Trinity: ‘The new church of Immanuel Congregation, near 
Merrill, Wis. (the Rev. H. Blanke, pastor). — On 22d Sunday after 
Trinity: The new chureh of Mount Calvary Congregation, Clcve- 
land, O. (the Rev. W. Braun, pastor). 


School. —On 17th Sunday after Trinity: The new school of 
‘ Grace Church, Dodge Center, Minn. (the Rev. O. C. Schultz, pastor). 


; Anniversaries. 
The following churches celebrated anniversary: — 


On 15th Sunday after Trinity: Immanuel Church, Seymour, Ind. 
(the Rev. E. H. Eggers, pastor), the 50th. —On 16th Sunday after 
Trinity: St. Paul’s Chureh, Providence, R. I. (the Rev. H. A. E. 
Schacier, pastor), the 25th.—On 20th Sunday after Trinity: Trin- 
ity Church, near Waltham, Minn. (the Rev. A. G. Webbeking, pastor), 
the 25th of the dedication of their church. 


Mission-Festivals. 


On 12th Sunday after Trinity: Trinity, Sidney, Nebr. Offering, 
$93.65.— Morgan, Mo. Offering, $58.50.—On 14th Sunday after 
Trinity: Harvey, 1M. Offering, $66.00.— On 16th Sunday after 
Trinity: Grace, Fargo, N. Dak. Offering, $185.00. — Dubuque, Iowa. 
Offering, $60.55. — On 17th Sunday after Trinity: St. John’s, Lom- 
bard, lll. Offering, $184.90. — St. Paul’s, Natrona, Kans. Oifering, 
$221.59. — Bethlehem, Nekoosa, Wis. Offering, $66.35. — St. Luke’s, 
Reno, Nev. Offering, $79.58. — Lancaster, Sugar Grove, and Lo- 
gan, QO. Offering, $534.84.— Gethsemane, Detroit, Mich. Offering, 
$1,002.38. — On 18th Sunday after Trinity: ‘Trinity, Neudorf, Tex. 
- Offering, $118.50. — On 19th Sunday after Trinity: Trinity, Arcadia, 
Mich. Oifering, $152.00.—On 20th Sunday after Trinity: Christ, 
near Cisco, Tex. Offering, $227.50. 


Conference. 


The Black Hilis Local Conference of South Dakota will meet, 
D. v., November 17 and 18 in Hot Springs, S. Dak. Please notify 
Pastor I. E. Foelber. E. A. ScumMipt, See. : 





Call for Nominations. 


Prof. IL. Blankenbuehler having accepted a call to Concordia 
College, St. Paul, Minn., all congregations of Synod are herewith 
requested to name candidates for the vacant professorship at Port- 
land, Oreg. The new professor is to teach principally the English 
branches, but must also teach other branches in the four lower 
classes. All names should be in the hands of the undersigned Sec- 
retary of the Board by November 23. H. H. KoppeELMANN. 





To All Our Congregations. 


_, The Board of Support Account has a deficit of about $20,000. 

The income of the L. L. L. Fund is not nearly sufficient to cover 
even the small allowance which we made our 800 beneficiaries for 
this year. 

We necd about $20,000 more for this year. 

We respectfully and urgently request those congregations that 
have not, or not in proportion (22 cents per communicant), contrib- 
uted to the Support Account, to do so before December 15. 

Please remember the veteran, and his widow and orphan. 

November 1, 1920. BoarbD OF SuUPPorRt, 

per F. G. KUEHNERT, Chairman. 
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Announcement, 


Having accepted the call to the deanship of our Concordia Semi- 
nary at St. Louis, | resign from the presidency of the Western Dis- 
trict of our Synod. The First Vice-President, Pastor Fr. Brust, Con- 
cordia, Mo., thereby becomes the President of the Western District. 

St. Louis, Mo., November 8, 1920. JOHN H. C. Fritz. 


Notices. 


Any one knowing of Lutherans or unchurched friends living in, 
or intending to move to, Sikeston, Chaffee, Lilbourn, Mo., or vicinity, 
will help our Lutheran mission-work here in Southeastern Missouri 
greatly by sending the names of such to 

Rev. A. C. Ferrze, Lilbourn, Mo. 


Any one knowing of Lutherans residing in or about Paonia, 
Eckart, Cedaredge, Delta, Olathe, Montrose, Grand Junction, and 
"Rifle, Colo., is requested to kindly send names and addresses to 

Rev. A. H. Hoyer, Paonia, Colo. 





Some of Synod’s Treasuries. 


(October 30, 1920.) Deficit. Balance. 
Synodical Treasury .......... reminds s «Hage $ 80045.84 
Building Famd. sesewssas & § o wwkawiess sane nce 42993.45 
China Mission .......... ae eS» e MaRS 6147.60 
Church Extension Fund .............. seee-e 43214.80 
Deaf-mute Mission .............cceececeees * $5938.05 
European Missions ..........0cccsecenceces 6915.97 
POPC DUBBO ines 0 ou 0 ewiwercwers 6 6 oaaen 1105.57 
Mountain Retreat ...........cccececeee 2513.54 
Toreign-tongue Mission ............seeecee: 1409.65 
Hiome BUSSION, xecivscaewas 6 4 SRNR 6 0:000me 2625.88 
Immigrant Mission .............0. eae 6 walsime 1828.30 
Indian Mission.............ee000. G55. F Bhiiminte 2727.91 
Indian Mission Building ............... 7085.88 
South American Mission ................... 8160.81 


E. SEUEL, Treasurer. 
SS: 0O=E0"Ee60e0”l0l_00W@"“"n>=q[€E€@2*={"={_"==_=__—_————S— 
Treasurers’ Reports. 


ENGLISH DISTRICT. 


Mission, — Congregations: Trinity, Hammond, Ind., $55.00 ; 
Zion, Gravelton, Mo., 67.00; Trinity, Flatbush, Brooklyn, .10.00; 
Christ, Hickory, N.C., 27.00; Augustana, Catawba Co., N.C., 3.25; 
Our Redeemer, Freeport, [ll., 11.85; Mount Olive, Milwaukee, 100.00; 
Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 72.60; Faith, Chicago, 87.00; Our Savior, 
Perth Amboy, N.J., 160.00; Hope, Grand Rapids, Mich., 10.00. Sun- 
day-school, Church of Our Redeemer, North Tonawanda, 11.00. Louis 
Ixlein, Chicago, 15.00. — Total, $629.70. 

Church Extension Fund. — Congregations: Trinity, Hammond, 
Ind., $5.50; Augustana, Catawba Co., N.C., 3.50; Our Redeemer, 
Freeport, Ill., 10.80; Faith, Chicago, 14.50. Louis Klein, Chicago, 
3.00. — Votal, $37.30. ; 

Ministerial Education Fund. — Congregations: Trinity, Ham- 
mond, Ind., $2.75; Augustana, Catawba Co., N. C., 1.75; Faith, Chi- 
cago, 7.25. Sunday-school, Church of Our Redeemer, North Tona- 
wanda, 5.99. — Total, $17.74. = 

Synodical Treasury. — Congregations: Trinity, Hammond, Ind., 
$14.85; Our Redeemer, Freeport, Ill., 10.80; Mount Olive, Milwau- 
kee, 69.97; Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 18.65; Faith, Chicago, 36.25. 
— Total, $150.52. 

Synodical Building Fund.— Congregations: Trinity, Hammond, 
Ind., $7.15; Trinity, Flatbush, Brooklyn, 10.00; Augustana, Catawba 
Co., N.C., 3.50; Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 9.05.— Total, $29.70. 

Board of Support.— Congregations: Trinity, Hammond, Ind., 
$12.10; Our Redeemer, Freeport, Ill., 2.65; Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 
14.50; Hope, Grand Rapids, Mich., 5.00.— Total, $3-4.25. 

Deaf-mute Mission. — Congregations: Trinity, Hammond, Ind., 
$1.65; Augustana, Catawba Co., N.C., .75; Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 
3.60. — Total, $6.00. 

Foreign Mission.— Congregations: Trinity, Hammond, Ind., 
$7.15; Augustana, Catawba Co., N.C., 2.45; Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 
10.90. — Total, $20.50. 

Foreign-tonguc Mission in U. S.— Congregations: Trinity, Ham- 
mond, Ind., $1.10; Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 1.80. — Total, $2.90. 

General Home Mission. — Congregations: Trinity, Hammond, 
Ind., $5.50; Augustana, Catawba Co., N.C., 3.50; Mount Calvary, 
St. Louis, 7.25. — Total, $16.25. 

Mission among Indians. — Congregations: Trinity, Hammond, 
Ind., $ .55; Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 1.80.— Total, $2.35. 

Negro Mission. — Congregations: Trinity, Hammond, Ind., $6.05; 
Trinity, Flatbush, Brooklyn, 10.00; Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 12.70. 
0. C. Montag, Salem, Oreg., 5.00. — Total, $33.75. 

Mission in South America. — Congregations: Trinity, Hammond, 
Ind., $3.85; Augustana, Catawba Co., N.C., 1.75; Mount Calvary, 
St. Lopis, 5.45.— Total, $11.05. 
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Lutheran Sanitarium, Wheat Ridge, Colo. (Building Fund). — 
Young People’s Society, Trinity Church, Swissvale, Pa., $7.00. From 
“A Friend,” Detroit, 180.00. — Total, $187.00. 

Indigent Students. — Mount Calvary Church, St. Louis, $9.05. 
City Mission, St. Louis, Mo.— Mount Calvary Church, St. Louis, 
75 


$3.75. 

City Mission Social Worker. — Friendship Circle, Mount Cal- 
vary Church, St. Louis, $3.00. 

Manual Training School for Boys and Girls, Addison, Ili.— 
Church of Our Redeemer, Chicago, $$3.36. 

Lutheran Orphan Home, Des Peres, Mo. — Mount Calvary 
Church, St. Louis, $9.25. 

Lutheran Home for the Aged, St. Louis, Mo.— Mount Calvary 
Church, St. Louis, $1.80. 

Lutheran Home for the Feeble-minded, Watertown, Wis. — 
Mount Calvary Church, St. Louis, $1.80. 

Lutheran Socicty for Homelcss Children, St. Louis, Jf0. — Mount 
Calvary Church, St. Louis, $1.80. 

Alumni Fund for Bronxville Debt. — Trinity Church, Flatbush, 
Brooklyn, $10.00. GranD TOTAL: $1,307.82. 

November 1, 1920. Curas. H. DETTE, Treasurer, 

3935 Greer Ave., St.-Louis, Mo. 


CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the California and Nevada District 
during September, 1920: — 
* Synodical Treasury, $75.05; Synodical Building Fund, 45.00; 
Missions, 915.65; Miscellaneous, 954.90. — Total, $1,990.50. 
C. CLAUSSEN, Treas. 


CANADA DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Canada District during July, 
August, and September, 1920: —. 

Missions, $5.517.12; Sufferers8 in Germany, etc., 111.50; District 
Church Extension Fund, 307.00; L. L. L. Endowment Fund, 311.06; 
Miscellaneous, 62.90. — Total, $6,309.58. W. H. Scuxwatwz, Treas. 


OREGON AND WASHINGTON DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Oregon and Washington Dis- 
trict during August and September, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $63.63; Synodical Building Fund, 7.63; Mis- 
sions, 4,629.72; Miscellaneous, 369.35. — Total, $5,070.33. 
A. K. ENGEL, Treas. 


SOUTHERN WISCONSIN DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Southern Wisconsin District 
during October, 1920: — 

Synodical Treasury, $520.35; Synodical Building Fund, 411.07; 
Missions, 4,111.10; Miscellaneous, 1,445.87.—T'otal, $0,488.39. 


A. Ross, Treas. 
WESTERN DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Western District from Septem- 
ber 16 to October 15, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $1,411.12; Synodical Building Fund, 659.09; 
Missions, 9,915.44; Miscellaneous, 5,646.46.—Total, $17,632.11. 
*  G. Hoegser, 7reas. 
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Concordia Triglotta. 


The Concordia Triglotia was not finished by October 31, 1920. 
This is due to circumstances beyond our control. Advance subscribers 
whose cash we have for the book will draw interest from October 31, 
1920, till we can deliver, which will probably be in the spring of 1921. 


ConcorpiA PuLnLisninc HousgE, 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Important Notice. 


Kindly consult the address printed on this copy of your WIrneEss. 
The bottom line of the address shows when your subscription expires. 
(For instance, “Dee 20” signifies that your subscription expires with 
the last number in December, 1920.) If it expires soon, please send 
$1.25 (25 cts. additional in St. Louis, Canada, and foreign countries) 
to your agent or to us in ample time to insure our uninterrupted 
service. I]t requires normally about two weeks before change of ex- 
piration date will show on address plates. 

Be sure to mention the paper you desire, and your name and 
address, both new and old, if you desire a change in address. Under 
Synod’s approval we cannot furnish periodicals unless paid strictly 
in advance; your name wil] therefore automatically drop from our 
mailing-list unless your order for renewal, accompanied by your 
remittance, reaches us before the expiration of your subscription. 

CoNCORDIA PuBLISUING House, 
St. Louis, Mo. 
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To Our Subscribers. 
The great majority of our subscribers pay their subscription 


‘to the Witness or Lutherancr on or about January l. As a result 


we are well-nigh swamped with this immense number of renewals. 
If all subscribers renew their subscriptions during the last week 
of December and the first week of January, we shall-not be able to 
handle the business even with extra help, and even though we should 
work fourteen hours a day. It cannot but happen, therefore, that 
our patrons will be dissatisfied with our service. The objection is 
made: Cannot an establishment of such size arrange its business 
so as to take care of its rush, do a year’s work in two weeks? Yes, 
indeed! But it will cause much unnecessary expense to keep a suf- 
ficient force of well-trained clerks on hand, who for nine-tenths of 
the year would be idle or only partially employede On the other 
hand, temporary help is not easy to obtain, nor is it efficient on ac- 
count of luck of training. Besides this, even at the subscription 
price set by Synod, we are losing money on our periodical business. . 

We, therefore, ask that our patrons help us to diminish the 
usual New Yenr’s rush, and insure for themselves uninterrupted 
service by sending in their subscriptions at once, even though they 
are not payable until December. 

ConcornDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE, 
St. Louis, Mo. 





. Change of Addresses. 


Rev. P. J. Becker, Southey, Sask., Can. 

Rev. J. A. C. Beyer, 943 Cleveland Ave., Portland, Oreg. 

Rev. W. A. Braun, 3421 W. 122d St., West Park, O. 

Rev. C. Engelder, 104 Bloomfield St., Hoboken, N. J. 

Rev. O. C. Fedeke, Plummer, Minn. 

Rev. A. G. Fehner, 610 Talbot Ave., Winnipeg, Man., Can. 

Rev. Th. Frese, Hubbard, Iowa. 

Rev. J. H. Hafner, R. 3, Lewiston, Minn. 
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Motives for Frequent Communion at the 
Lord’s Table. 





Words of Luther for Our Own Day. Translated for the 
“Lutheran Witness” by the Rev. Prof. Th. Engelder, 
Springfield, Ill. 


IT. 


Furthermore, we shall not fail to realize how wondrously 
rich in grace the Sacrament is; we shall come to love it and 
be glad to reccive it, when we understand what rich profit it 
yields us personally. You will see that Christ, in this matter, 
has looked out for our interests too. 

First. You have found what weighty considerations the 
words, “In remembrance of Me,” call into play; Wwe are anx- 
ious to partake of the Sacrament in order to give expression 
to our love of Christ, to give thanks to Him, to honor and 
praise His passion. But of equal weight are these words, 
“For you — given for you, shed for you.” If you once gr ia 
the deep significance of these two words, “me” and “you,’ 
you will be ready to travel a hundred and a thousand iil 
in order to attend a communion service. 

Whom does Christ mean when He says, “For you”? LHe 
certainly means you and me, together with all men, for He 
ig speaking of those for whom He died. But if He had to 


_ die for us, it cannot be denied that we were lost in sin and 


death, children of hell, and companions of the devils; that 
is also unmistakably brought out by the words: “Shed for 
you for the remission of sins.” Where there are sins, there 
certainly also is death; and where death is, there is also hell 
and Satan. The more you ponder these things, the more 
fervently you will thank Him; and the more you appreciate 
His passion, the more you desire to praise Him by going to 
communion. For no man can fully conceive what a wondrous 
grace, what a rich boon this is— to be redeemed from death 
and the devil, from sin and all evil, to obtain righteousness, 
life and salvation, without merit and works, solely through 
the blood and death of the Son of God, who asks nothing of 
us in return except that we praise and thank Him, that we 
know and believe it, and that we eschew this wicked contempt 
and neglect of it. 

This, then, is the first gain you derive from the Lord's 


Supper: It keeps the grace and salvation of the Lord before 
you, it stirs up, renews, and strengthens your faith and love, 
and thus secures you against forgetting and despising your 
dear Savior and His bitter suffering, and making light of the 
untold misery, the eternal death, from which He bas delivered 
you. Friend, do not value this benefit so slightly! Remember, 
faith is the one thing needful! Without faith there is no. 
abiding in Christ. Moreover, we are beset, day and night, 
by unbelicf, a very devil, baleful and tireless, seeking to force 
us, or to coax us away from our dear Savior and His suffering. 

We are hard put to it to keep Christ’s benefits and suffering 
in mind even when we are daily concerned about our faith, 

stimulating and exercising it; where will you be, if you 
neglect it, seldom exercise it, and cast the remembrance of 
Christ and His Sacrament to the winds? 

There is a second gain. Faith, revived and renewed 
through the Sacrament, keeps renewing the love of our neigh- 
bor in our hearts, and strengthens and equips it to perform 
all good works and to resist sin and all temptations of the 
devil; for faith can never be idle; it is always busy, produc- 
ing the fruits of love, doing good and shunning evil. For 
here is the Holy Spirit; led by Him, we do not try to shirk 
our work, but carnestly strive for the good, against the evil. 
In this manner the Christian, through the use of the Sacra- 
ment, renews himself and grows in Christ, developing from 
day to day in ever increasing measure; and you know that 
St. Paul again and again calls for this very thing. On the 
other hand, when a man keeps away from the Sacrament, 
a fearful harm inevitably results: his faith will wane, grow- 
ing weaker and colder from day to day in ever increasing 


* measure, and as a result of this his love for his neighbor will 


grow sluggish and cold, he will no longer care for good works, 
nor be able and willing to resist the evil; and the longer this 
condition obtains, the less desire there is for the Sacrament, 
so that he finally loathes all thoughts of his dear Savior, and 
with every day his inditference, his depravity, his love for 
every form of wickedness increases. 

And if you needed the Sacrament for no other reason, 
teil me, friend, does not this very coldness of yours, your in- 
difference towards the Sacrament, constitute a need sufficiently 
grave? For what does that mean but that you are cold and 


370 


indifferent in the matter of faith, that you do not care much 
about thanking and thinking of your dear Savior and all the 
blessings He gained for you through His bitter suffering. by 
which he redeemed you from sin, death, and the devil, and 
procured righteousness, life, and salvation for you? And how 
do you propose to warm your cold and indifferent heart? to 
stimulate your faith? to arouse your gratitude? Are you 
going to wait till all these things spring up of themselves in 
your heart? You can wait a long, long time for that. But 
here is the Sacrament, you must take hold of it and let it 
take hold of you; here is the flame that will kindle a fire 
in your heart; here you must ponder your dire need and 
necessity and hear of, and believe in, the benefits of your 
Savior —if you do this, you will experience a change of 
heart and view this matter in a new light. 
(X, 2196—2199.) 


Puritanism — Past and Present. 





CHAPTER IV. PERSECUTIONS. 


A leading literary journal of England, not many years 
aco, contained the following estimate of the Puritan char- 
acter: “The savage brutality of the American Puritans, truth- 
fully told, would afford one of the most significant and 
profitable lessons that history could teach. Champions of 
liberty, but merciless and unprincipled tyrants; fugitives 
from persecution, but the most senseless and reckless of per- 
secutors; whining over the ferocity of the Indian, yet out- 
doing that ferocity a hundredfold; complaining of his 
treachery, yet with a deliberate indifference to plighted faith 
such as the Indians have seldom shown.” 

“One mode of meeting such charges,” says Douglas Camp- 
bell, who quotes the above, “is to deny, conceal, or gloss over 
the facts. How this is done can be seen by consulting some 
of the histories of New England, where many of the acts of 
intolerance and cruelty of the early Puritans are concealed, 
and others are softened down to a few trifling peccadillos. 
Of course, when the writer of such books is confronted with 
the records, he has no refuge except in silence. ‘This will 
not answer. We cannot, by closing our eyes, seal the records 
to the world. The story which they tell is very dark, especially 
as to. the Quakers and the Indians.” (I, p. XLVII.)  Else- 
where Campbell says: “Massachusetts showed her English 
origin by the exhibition of some less pleasing characteristics. 
She was the only one of the colonies, except Connecticut, in 
which witches were put to death; she alone hanged the in- 
offensive Quakers, and her records tell the worst tale — with 
the exception of those of Virginia — regarding the atrocities 
committed on the Indians, who were robbed of their Jand 
and constantly kidnaped and sold as slaves to the Southern 
planters. So, too, she, longer than almost any other colony, 
clung to the censorship of the press, and longer than almost 
any other State to the union between State and Church. 
In all these matters she was perfectly consistent and faithful 
to her origin.” (II, p. 414.) “Be it ever remembered,” says 
Coit, “that Puritans have argued and vindicated persecution 
upon principle! They have written solemnly in its behalf. 
Nay, they have consecrated it among the standards of re- 
ligion.” We find, at the very close of the Cambridge Platform 
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or Congregational * creed of 1651, this tremendous sanction 
of civil penalties for offenses against an established religion: 
“If any church, one or more, shall rend itself from the com- 
munion of other churehes, or shall walk incorrigibly or ob- 
stinately in any corrupt way of their own, contrary to the 
rule of the Word, in such ease the magistrale ts lo pul forth 
his coercive power, as the matter shall require.” (Coit, p. 81.) 


The Baptists. 


“It is to the honor of the Baptists,” says Campbell 
(II, p. 202), “that they were the first body of English Chris- 
tians to formulate and enforce the doctrine of religious liberty. | 
This they did when they organized their parent church in 
Amsterdam (1611).” 

By the Puritans of New England, the Baptists were 
ealled “Infectors of Poisons in Main Matters of Religion,” 
and for their damnable opinions are declared subject to exile 
from the colony. Soon after this law was enacted, one ‘Thomas 
Painter refused to let his child be baptized. Straightway he 
is summoned to a Puritan court, and since he was poor and 
could not pay a fine, he was ordered to be whipped. ‘The case 
of Roger Williams is well known. He was a truly mild and 
inoffensive man, forgiving and liberal, but bold as a lion to 
look into the very face and eyes of indignant opposition. He 
advocated the entire separation of Church and State, declared 
that no man should be obliged to pay taxes to support a min- 
ister, that magistrates had no right to punish Sabbath-break- 
ing or blasphemy, and that a man is responsible for his 
opinions only to God and his own conscience. Imbibing the 
ideas as well as the language of the Dutch among whom he 
had dwelt, Williams crossed the Atlantic in 1631, and landed 
in Massachusetts. He declared that “the doctrine of persecu- 
tion for cause of conscience is most evidently and lamentably 
contrary to the doctrine of Christ Jesus.” The magistrates 
insisted that every man should attend divine worship. Wil- 
liams denounced this law. Finally, banished from Massa- 
chusetts in 1636, he went in the dead of winter to: Rhode 


Island, and there founded the first Baptist church in America. "— 


Only in 1834, when the.walls of partition: were at last laid 
low, was the soil of Massachusetts, after two centuries of 
hampering, made as religiously free as the banished Williams 
desired to make it in the year 1635. 


The Quakers. 


The colonial laws of 1659 and 1661 declared that the 
Quakers could be apprehended without warrant, tried without 
jury, fined without mercy, incarcerated without bail at the 
pleasure of their tormentors, and “be kept at work and not 
suffered to speak.” ‘They could, for adhering to their faith 
and absenting themselves from Puritan worship, be stripped 
naked to the waist (women as well as men), and be stretched, 
rack-wise, upon the wheels of a great gun; or tied to a cart’s 
tail, be dragged through a town’s most public streets, and 
from town to town, till marched out of the Commonwealth, 
and be “severely whipped,” or, as one of them expressed it, 
“slashed” as they went along. Gough (II, 36.37) has pre- 


* As stated before, the Puritan settlements of Massachusetts 
very soon accepted the Pilgrim principles (Congregationalism). 
Henceforth the difference between Separatists and Puritans dis- 
appears. 
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served an actual warrant, directing three women to be whipped 
through eleven towns; which would have been a distance of 


eighty miles! ‘The Quakers were compelled to attend on the- 


services of the Puritan preachers; and when they assembled 
by themselves, though ever so privately, their doors might 
be broken open. They could be turned out at dead of night 
amid frost and snow, or driven into a howling wilderness 
“among wolves and bears.” ‘They could be branded R. (rogue) 
and H. (heretic); their ears could be cropped, and their 
tongues bored through, or “thorow,” as the old statute ex- 
pressed it. They could be sold as slaves. They could be 
banished, and finally hanged and left unburied. 

And to all this the Puritans could be provoked by the 
ministers of their religion — by, for example, one who for 
piety and learning might be supposed the foremost, the 
President of Harvard University. “Suppose,” said Charles 
Chauncy in a sermon, when they had six Quakers in prison, 
and were deliberating on their fate, “suppose, ye should catch 
six wolves in a trap, and ye cannot prove that they killed 
either sheep or lambs; and now you have them, they will 
neither bark nor bite, yet they have the plain mark of wolves. 
Now I leave it to your consideration, whether you will let 
them go alive, yea or nay.” (Coit, p. 310.) To Wenlock 
Christison, a Quaker who was sentenced to be hanged, but 
spared because the colonial magistrates were afraid of an 
in lerrorem mandamus of Charles II, which soon after ar- 
rived, Endicott said in open court, “Unless you will renounce 
your religion, you shall surely die.” (Coit, p. 461.) 

The first Quaker martyrs of New England were executed 
October 27, 1659. ‘Their names were William Robinson, Mar- 
maduke Stephenson, and Mary Dyar. ‘They .were led forth 
by two hundred armed men. A drummer went next to the 
condemned, and when any of them attempted to speak, the 
drums were beaten. Robinson was hanged, and then Stephen- 
son. ‘Then Mary Dyar stepped up the ladder. Her skirts 
‘ were tied about her fect, the halter put about her neck, and 
her face covered with a handkerchief (which the clergyman 
present handed the hangmen). Just as she was to be executed, 
a reprieve arrived, and she was returned to prison. The bodies 
of the two Quakers were then cast, nude, into a hole. Soon 
after, Mary Dyar was Iced to the gibbet a second time and 
this time was hanged. “True, says Mr. Bancroft, but four 
Quakers were absolutely executed. Yes, If[eaven be thanked 
for its interventions, there were actually no more. But how 
many, of whom the prisons were emptied when the royal 
mandamus arrested blood-shedding, would have followed their 
fatal steps, and been wrapped in their awful shroud, had the 
old state of things continued — Heaven only knows. Charles 
was restored — Endicott died.” (Coit, p. 259.) The oppres- 
sive law was repealed in 1728. , 


Presbyterians. 


Presbyterians never had a more bitter foe than the Puri- 
tans. They were persecuted unmercifully in New England. 
When immigrants from Germany in 1643 tried to set up 
a Presbyterian organization, a New England assembly quickly 
put them out of business. ‘The Presbyterian Huguenots were 
not permitted to build a church in Boston. Elsewhere (as 
late as 1720) a Presbytcrian house of worship was leveled to 
the ground by a Puritan mob and its occupants driven for 
protection into a neighboring State. How effectually Presby- 
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terianism was kept out of Massachusetts may be seen from 
the fact that in 1760 there were in Massachusetts only 2,994 
Presbyterians and as late as 1836 but two churches in the 
whole State. (Coit.) 

EXCUSES. 


Apologists for Puritanism, when confronted with these 
facts, declare that while the atrocities committed upon Bap- 
tists, Quakers, Catholics, and others are indeed deplorable, yet 
“the faults of our fathers were the faults of the age in which 
they lived,” and that those who condemn them “do not realize 
the prevailing character of the times.” Nay, more, it is said 
that, after all, the Englishmen of the day had progressed 
farther in the direction of religious tolerance than other 
nations. Ilear Gardiner, for instance. Commenting on the 
religious persecution carried on in Massachusetts, he says: 
“It is the glory of England that she had approached more 
nearly than other nations to the condition of mutual for- 
bearance which renders toleration possible.” (History of Eng- 
land, Vol. 8, 159.) “This,” says D. Campbell, “was thirty 
years before five thousand dissenters were done to death in ° 
English prisons. The day must come when this mode of 
dealing with the past of England will be abandoned.” 

But if the temper of the Puritans was, indeed, of one 
picce with that of their home country, there was a people 
even in their day, who had just passed through a life-and- 
death struggle with Romanism, but had made religious tolera- 
tion the corner-stone of their republic: the Dutch. And the 
Pilgrims had lived among them. But they had imbibed none 
of their spirit. The difference is clearly perceived in the- 
treatment accorded to the Quakers by the Puritans and by 
the Dutch. The treatment which Quakers received in Massa- 
chusetts has been described. A governor of the colony planted 
by the Dutch West India Company on the Hudson, began on- 
his own account a persecution of some harmless Quakers who 
had been driven from Massachusetts. An appeal was made 
to the home authorities at Amsterdam, who extinguished it 
at once by a letter containing these memorable words: “At 
least the consciences of men ought to remain free. Let every 
one remain free as long as he is modest, moderate, his political 
conduct irreproachable, and as long as he does not offend 
others or oppose the government. This maxim of moderation 
has always been the guide of our magistrates in this city 
[Amsterdam]; and the consequence has been that people 
have flocked from every land to this asylum. ‘Tread thus in 
their steps, and we doubt not you will be blessed.” In this 
manner did the principles of toleration established by William 
the Silent in Holland bear their fruits in America. 

The spirit of intolerance and persecution was ingrained 
in the Puritan’s character. To him all dissenters — Presby- 
terians, Baptists, Quakers — were as Amalckites and Midian- 
ites whose very presence in the Land of Promise was an offense 
to God. The regards of humanity and even of gratitude for 
boons received were set aside. In Maryland the Puritans had 
been invited by Lord Baltimore to setile, with the under- 
standing that they should have “free liberty of religion.” 
They came and enjoyed the privileges of Maryland settlers 
generally. But after twelve years, power in Maryland changes 
hands because in England the revolution of Cromwell had 
succeeded. “And now,” says even Bancroft, who had a pro- 
Puritan bias, “they had neither the gratitude to respect the 
rights of the government by which they had been received 
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and fostered, nor magnanimity to continue the toleration to 
which alone they were indebted for their residence in the 
colony.” With a characteristic want of forbearance, the Puri- 
tans in Maryland not only punished Papists, but all others 
who presumed to differ from themselves. “The Catholics,” 
says Mr. Graham, “were not the only parties who experienced 
the severity of the new government. The Protestant Epis- 
copalians were equally excluded from the protection of law; 
and a number of Quakers, having resorted soon after to the 
province and begun to preach against judicial oaths and mil- 
itary pursuits, were denounced by the government as heretical 
vagabonds, and subjected to the punishment of flogging and 
imprisonment.” (NV. America, II, 30.) 

In the face of such facts, Dr. Charles W. Eliot was able 
thus to inscribe the Pilgrim Memorial Monument at Province- 
town: “With long-suffering devotion and with sober resolution 
they [the Pilgrims] illustrated for the first time in history 
the principles of civic and religious liberty and the practise 
of a genuine democracy”—! 

History cries out against such a perversion of fact. It 
was not Pilgrim or Puritan, but the Baptist, Roger Williams, 
who first announced, on American soil, the principle of re- 
ligious equality. It was the Lutheran confessions that a cen- 
tury before had declared that the police power must not be 
invoked by the Church in the exercise of her discipline. And 
it was Martin Luther who had written about the Anabaptists: 
“It is not right that they [the civil authorities] should mur- 
der, burn, and cruelly slay such wretched people; they should 
let every one believe what he will.” 


Our Synodical Building Program. 


In a recent issue of the Witness the President of our 
Synod has officially announced the decision of the Board of 
Directors to collect the sums necessary to carry out the build- 
ing program of Synod during the years of 1920 and 1921. 
They recommend that one half of the necessary one and one 
half million dollars be raised at the end of this month and 
the remainder one year hence. 

In its last issue the WITNEss has presented to its readers 
the pressing needs of our main theological institution, Con- 
cordia Seminary at St. Louis, Mo. It has ably shown why 
it is necessary that this famous school of learning should 
be removed to a new site and a million dollars be spent for 
this purpose. Without a doubt, every reader has been con- 
vinced that Synod made no mistake in appropriating so large 


- a sum for this purpose, and it is our sacred duty to raise 


the necessary funds to carry out Synod’s project. There is 
no reason why we should not. . 
The largest item of the Building Fund’s budget is our 
institution at St. Louis. But there are other institutions for 
which Synod has deemed it necessary to make appropriations. 
Our Normal School at Seward, Nebr., is one of them. For 
this institution, which last year celebrated its silver jubilee, 
Synod has sect apart the sum of $100,000 for the erection of 
a new dormitory. This sum may appear Jarge to some. Why 
put up such an expensive building? some one might ask. 
‘’o understand this as well as other large demands that are 
being made upon Synod, we must review the facts and con- 
sider the momentous changes which the Jast decades have 


cesses 
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wrought with our country in general and with our Synod in 
particular. Since the days when our forefathers, the founders 


, of our Synod, in spite of their extreme poverty, in the prime- 


val forests of Missouri, erected the log cabin which was to 
serve as the first institution of learning, Synod has made 
enormous strides forward. It has grown into a large body, 
numbering over a million souls. Its members, too, have 
prospered and become wealthy. But this change came to pass 
slowly, and for a long time conditions prevailed‘ that made 
strictest economy in the personal affairs of individuals, and 
accordingly in church affairs, imperative. Only the twentieth 
century has brought to our people conditions which enable 
them to accomplish financial tasks, such as they have been 
asked to perform during the last years. In the pioncer age 
of our synodical institutions it:was not only difficult to fore- 
see the future growth, but also lack of necessary means ham- 
pered all undertakings. Where twenty- and forty-acre tracts 
should have been acquired, our people had to be satisfied with 
only a few acres; the buildings they planned to erect had 
to be as inexpensive as possible; all equipments had to be 
of the most primitive kind. The result was that, as a rule, 
our institutions were not erected according to far-seeing plans. 
Now things have changed. The general demand is for better 
equipped colleges. Our own people demand them; the state 
demands them for educational and hygienic reasons. Archi- 
tectural craft has immensely advanced college planning. Our 
people are able to raise the necessary funds. ‘There is no 
longer any excuse for following the old trend. 

All this holds good with regard to Seward. When in 
1893 Synod had decided to found this new institution, and 
when, in the following ycar, steps were taken to carry out 
Synod’s plans, a plot of ground was purchased which every- 
body regarded as ample for any development the future might 
call for. The first building was erected, and everybody re- 
joiced because the Lord had helped. But soon other buildings 
were needed ; a mess-hall and an administration building had 
to be built and were placed fairly in harmony with the dor- 
mitory. Then a music-hall became a necessity; but it was 
found that it could not be placed conveniently. Later on two 
frame buildings had to be constructed to accommodate an 
overflow of students, and these structures had to be located 
even more disadvantageously. It has now been-decided to 
buy additional grounds and to erect a new dormitory, locat- 
ing it so that in the course of time we may have a harmonious 
group of buildings. , 

In Springfield, River Forest, Bronxville, Fort Wayne, 
Winfield, and Conover professors’ residences are to be built, 
since Synod has created new professorships. But why build 
houses? Why not rent? somebody might ask. In the first 
place, because it is always cheaper for Synod to own the 
residences needed for the professors. At almost all our in- 
stitutions, Synod has ground enough on which to erect pro- 
fessors’ residences. ‘These, in most localities, are exempt from 
taxes. Therefore it is deemed best that Synod, as a rule, own 
the professors’ dwellings. But under present conditions it is 
practically an absolute necessity that Synod build these houses, 
since it becomes more and more difficult to rent such houses. 
Houses ordinarily are not planned for the use of professors, 
and therefore do not contain the needed study. Moreover, 
rent is excessively high. All we can do, therefore, is to build 
dwellings for our professors. 
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Further appropriations which have to be met out of the 
Building Fund have become necessary, since most of our in- 
stitutions should be “accredited” by the authorities of the 
States in which they are situated in order to give our teachers, 
and such of our pastors as have to teach school, the necessary 
standing. Accredited institutions must have certain labora- 
tory equipment; and for this purpose Synod has set apart 
about $50,000. Jor both normal schools pianos were voied 
and for ‘Seward a new organ, $5,300 in all. The colleges at 
Milwaukee and at St. Paul applied for funds to renew their 
heating plants; $10,500 and $17,000, respectively, were 
granted for this purpose. Besides, all institutions need more 
or less money every year for ordinary repairs. About $25,000 
is consumed for such repairs annually; for three years we 
need about $75,000. 


For the first time in its history Synod at its Detroit 
mecting had to allow considerable sums for institutions of 
learning in foreign countries. From our two richly blessed 
mission ficlds in South America and in Northwest Canada 
petitions had been sent for help in their college work in order 
to enable them to train their own workers and so become sclf- 
sustaining in the course of time. Concordia College at Porto 
Alegre has outgrown its badly located and dilapidated emer- 
gency quarters, and our brethren there had an opportunity 
to buy a very suitable property, a large mansion beautifully 
located, on which they had taken an option. Synod gave 
them $35,000 to buy the property and, in addition to about 
$10,000 which the brethren in Brazil promised to raise, 
$15,000 more for professors’ dwellings and for an addition 
to the house now on the grounds. Northwest Canada wishes 
to found a new college, for which already quite a number of 
boys have been promised. Synod appropriated for the pros- 
pective college $60,000, of which sum the congregations of 
the northwest territory engage themselves to collect $22,000. 
What a glorious thing it would be if these congregations 
could have a native ministry! 


Summing up, the Building Fund needs some $1,500,000 
for the triennium. In order to make this sum available to 
earry out Synod’s resolutions, it should be collected during this 
and the following years. Synod’s wise, though strict, rules 
forbid any embarking on-building operations before the nec- 
essary funds have been secured. If, therefore, especially the 
extensive plans for St. Louis are to be carried out, we must 
have the funds at a very early date. Moreover, Synod itself 
has.exempted several items from the above-mentioned rules, 
ordering certain resolutions to be carried out immediately. 
Brazil, accordingly, has already received $35,000 to close 
that deal. The heating plants in Milwaukee and St. Paul are 
under construction to be ready for winter’s use. The Build- 
ing Fund therefore is now burdened with a heavy deficit, and 
it is our duty quickly to relieve it. 

All this, dear fellow-Lutherans, goes to show that we all 
must join hands and do our Lord’s business unhesitatingly. 
Now it is day; soon the night:may fall, when nobody can 
work. Despite many unpleasantnesses, we have been abun- 
dantly blessed in our earthly pursuits these years. And 
even at present we are well able to serve the Lord with 
our contributions, notwithstanding a certain falling off of 
prosperity. Let every one be willing, as it pleases Him. 

) W. Hacen. 
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What Will Thanksgiving Day Mean to You? —It will 
mean, if we mistake not, an hour of worship in the sanctuary, 
giving praises to God for the matcrial benefits received the, past 
year. It will then, in the case of most of us, mean a joyous 
feast at the home board, good viands, though not a turkey pos- 
sibly, still n good meal, a square meal, at least, a meal—brother, 
attend, -—such as your Lutheran brothers and sisters in Ger- 
many have not enjoyed time out of mind. About this let me 
talk to you. 

Have you read the appeal of our Board for Relief in Europe? 

What are conditions in Europe? They are frightful. We 
have a large stack of carbons of letters addressed to our Board 
from many citics in Germany, Austria, Poland, Lithuania, and 
Alsace-Lorraine, and the tale these letters tell is.a tale of such 
suffering that only a heart of flint can resist the impulse to help 
— to help regardless of the great demands made upon us for 
our church-work in Amcrica. 

The collection of Thanksgiving Day will be dedicated by 
most of our congregations, we do not doubt, to the great task 
of advancing the institutions of our Synod which prepare men 
for the Gospel ministry. But while our papers give that prom- 
inence to the Synodical Building Fund which it deserves, we 
cannot ignore the pressing needs of relief overseas. That our 
people are able to raise a large collection for our colleges at 
this time and still give unstintedly to the feeding and clothing 
of the suffering people of Central Europe, cannot be doubted. 
The ability is there. And the willingness is there, or we are 
not worthy to be called Christians. 

Our country has had a season of bountiful crops. Com- 
plete figures are now at hand showing that our corn crop exceeds 
three thousand million bushels. Potatoes, more than 400,000,000 
bushels; sweet potatoes, 105,000,000; apples, 236,000,000; rice, 
52,000,000 — all record crops. And our people have had their 
share of this wealth. 

We have had a period of high prices, and the end is not 
yet. Still, this week a St. Louis department store is serving to 
its employees a meal of roast beef, gravy, potatoes, bread and 
butter, sliced tomatoes, pie, ice cream, and coffee for 27 cents. 
Such a meal is out of the reach of any but the wealthy in Europe 
to-day. In the great cities there, crowds gather before the show- 
windows of stores displaying behind iron bars real butter, Amer- 
ican flour, sides of bacon, and then continue their walk, aimless, 
out of work, hunger gnawing at their vitals. Millions of chil- 
dren undernourished, rachitic, consumptive. People of all 
classes shivering with cold, stockingless, with patched clothing, 
men and women of the laboring class and of refined culture suf- 
fering for want of the very necessities of life. And winter is 
coming. 

We have in our Synodical Board of Relief a committee 
which at a minimum of overhead expense ministers to the needs 
of our brethren and, through them, to entire communities, 
whether Lutheran, Reformed, or Catholic. Many thousands of 
dollars’ worth of provisions and clothing has been forwarded, 
and the letters before us testify to the overflowing gratitude of 
the recipients. 

What will your Thanksgiving be? Let the day’s collection 
stand for the purpose requested, the urgent work of providing 
for our future ministry. But if you would enjoy your Thanks- 
giving dinner, resolve now that within the next few weeks you 
will do your share to feed and clothe the stricken millions of 
Europe. God’s blessing will rest upon you. G. 
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" The Cause of These Conditions. — At a revival held at 
Lawrence, JKans., in March, 1915, Mr. John R. Mott of the 
Y.M.C. A. said: “Every country speaks of this war as a holy 
war. Following the war there will be none of the bitter enmity 
which has come after all recent wars. Unselfishness is charac- 
teristic of the present conflict, and at its close there will be a 
unified binding of the nations into a Christian brotherhood.” 
In 1919, the Living Church (Episcopal) said concerning the 
treaty of peace: “We observe the scrupulous effort to deal justly 
with the enemy. We are struck with the scrupulous self-abne- 
gation” (self-denial) “of the greater Powers among the victors.” 

The answer to these statements is — Europe to-day. 

In a continuation of his article, “The Menace of the World” 
(from which we quote elsewhere), Mr. Sisley Huddlestone says 
in this month’s Atlantic Monthly: “Wholesale starvation, misery 
unimaginable, from the Baltic to the Black Sea, and yet America 
remains apathetic, passing by, like the Levite in Scripture, on 
the other side. ... Why do we allow to be committed, in our 
name, a million vile words which reveal the most amazing lack 
either of feeling or of common sense?” He continues: “I am 
appalled at the blundcring or the wickedness of the leaders of 
the world. Since the Armistice we have sought only some pre- 
text and method for prolonging the war.” The treaty-making 
in Paris, says Mr. Huddlestone,— who is an- Englishman who 
was present at the sessions, and who does not at all speak as 
a pro-German,—was in great part “a gathering of cynical 
diplomats quarreling over the spoils, and determined to kill, 
even in the name of the League of Nations, the nascent” (about 
to be born) “sentiments of justice and of mercy. ... The 
peace documents and decisions were only declarations of war 
in another form.” 

Instead of Mr. Mott’s “unified binding of the nations into 
a Christian brotherhood” and the “scrupulous unselfishness” of 
the Living Church, Mr. Huddlestone sees “the whole earth mor- 
ally darkened; and we grope in that darkness to our own de- 
struction.” He observes a “general example of egotism” (self- 
ishness) “set by the big nations,” and as a result, “militarism, 
materialism, and egotism are rampant to-day.” “Time after 
time I saw excellent opportunities of universal peace deliberately 
rejected. There was no whole-hearted attempt at mutual under- 
standings and a settlement on equitable lines, with a firm re- 
solve to repair the havoc of the past war and to prevent its 
renewal in future.” Everywhere, through the rapacity of the 
great Powers, there are forces at work verging to “that final 
battle in which diabolical contrivances of a potency even now 
hardly dreamed of will make a desert of a continent, will destroy 
the cities, the wealth, the life of the Old World.” Misery un- 
speakable in 1920 — and a Greater World War, how soon? 

Mr. Huddlestone blames modern journalism in great part 
for the continuation of these awful conditions. It was trained 
in lying during the war. Then the journalists learned “the art 
of twisting or suppressing awkward truths.” The official “cen- 
sorship” was “an official institution for the manufacture of 
false intelligence.” The habit persists. We have read the re- 
ports of the beating up, at Spa, of a German officer who had 
hung out his national flag, danced with Belgian women, etc. 
Mr. Huddlestone was there, and he says that the German officer 
was at Spa on conference business and was quietly entering a 
eafé when assaulted by a drunken Belgian officer. He adds: 
‘When I read such grotesque distortions of incidents which 
I have seen with my own eyes, I wonder how it is possible to 
believe any newspaper story.” “Flate exudes from every journal 
in speaking of certain peoples.” For present-day conditions in 
Europe, he says, the politicians have their responsibility, but 
the journalists, “who have given their pens over to Beelzebub, 
the Prince of Lies,” are as much to blame. 
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In view of all this our duty as a church is clear. We must 
bend ourselves to the task of binding up, by ministrations of 
serving love, the wounds which war has left. And we must con- 
tinue to speak to ‘the world that message which alone can over- 
come selfishness, lies, and violence, the Gospel of Redemption 
through the blood of Jesus Christ. G. 


Where Our Money Goes. — According to the American . 
Union Against Militarism, ninety-three cents out of every dollar 
of Uncle Sam’s moncy this year goes for war, past, present, or 
to come. <According to this analysis the National Government 
is levying a tax of fifty dollars this year upon every man, woman, 
and child in the United States, and of this amount $46.50 goes 
for war and militarism. ; 

This last war has cost such enormous sums that for many 
years to come we and our children shall pay and pay from year 
to year to try to pay off the fearful debts incurred through the 
war. Nor was this all the cost of the war. Who will reckon 
at what cost of suffering, heartache, agony, mental and physical, 
loss of life, and corruption of morals this last war was fought? 
And what did we get for all this fighting, suffering, dying, and 
pain? If we listen to many who have seen Europe, and who 
understand conditions in Great Britain, and consider what con- 
ditions may be confronting us right here at home, we see much 
disaster, but very few blessings. And still we must pay all this, 
we must suffer all this; no one is going to plead with us to do 
it, we are forced to do it. Indeed, it is a heavy burden and a 
severe chastisement that has come upon us, and it has come 
upon us because of our greed and vanity and worldliness. God 
has given us a very bitter taste of the world, and unless men 
repent and turn from their greed, vanity, selfishness, and world- 
liness, there is more of the same in store. Let us not forget 
that the fearful experiences which we have passed through, and 
the burdens which God has at present laid upon us, and the sad 
conditions which are to-day surrounding us, are a chastisement; 
and if true repentance, together with its fruits of godliness, 
cheerful giving for God’s kingdom, willing sacrifices, labor and 
service in the vineyard of our blessed Master, are not forth- 
coming, then God must keep on striking, and He may keep on 
until the “whole head is sick and the whole heart faint.” What 
Paul wrote many years ago is still true to-day, that many suffer 
fools gladly, seeing they themsclves are wise. They suffer if 
a man bring them into bondage, if a man devour them, if a man 
take of them, if a man exalt himself, if a man smite them on 
the face. There is much money for fortune-telling, masses for 
the dead, relics of the saints, for fattening of priests. and 
tyrants; but when He calls, — He who gave everything for us, 
who was crucified for us,— when JZe calls for a cup of water 
or to be fed or to be clothed, how little is then forthcoming! 

How cruel are the idols of this world, how heavy is their 
yoke! Hlow easy is the yoke of Christ, how light is His burden! 

O let us pray that God would give us His Holy Spirit, so 
that by His grace we may firmly believe His holy Word, and 
show also by our obedience, sacrifices, self-denials, cheerful 
giving, and diligent labors and service that the Spirit of His 
Son, the Spirit of Christ, lives in us and moves us and con- 
trols us. May God Himself make us deeply appreciative of the 
blessings which we are enjoying, and willing to give thanks for 
them by word and deed! Ss. 


Luxuries. — According to statistics compiled for the gov- 
ernment by Miss Edith Strauss of the Woman’s Activity De- 
partment of the Department of Justice, three hundred forty- 
cight dollars a year-is spent by the average Amcrican family 
for luxuries. According to her figures, the total average ex- 
penditure of our people annually for luxuries is $8,710,000,000. 
By luxuries she means tobacco, candy, automobiles, chewing- 
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gum, perfumes, cosmetics, soft drinks, furs, musical instru- 
ments, and shows. 

While God indeed has not provided for us here on this 
earth a bare existence only, but has given us beyond the absolute 
necessities much that is delightful and comforting, and while 
God permits us to use these things in modcration, yet it can- 
not be denied that many of these His gifts are abused by ex- 
cesses of all kinds. There is much materialism, greed, and 
intemperance among us Americans. Ilow few there are of those 
who delight themselves in the Lord, whose joy is in the Lord! 
How few there are of whom it can be said: “Their delight is 
in the Law of the Lord, and in His Law do they meditate day 
and night”! Therefore we find also that most of the people 
squander their money for things that are entirely unnccessary, 
and often also for things which are even harmful and ridiculous. 
They must have silk shirts, they must have diamond pins, they 
must have the best of everything. And if they are not making 
themselves ridiculous with unnecessary purchases and bedizen- 
ing themselves with all manner of ill-assorted finery, they are 
investing their money in get-rich-quick schemes and imaginary 
gold mines. In the meantime they believe that a Christian 
education is too expensive for their children. They begrudge 
the Church and the ministers and teachers the small stipend 
which they are receiving. They complain of the collections for 
churches and schools, colleges and seminaries; they fear to ex- 
pend a few dollars for Christian literature and Christian peri- 
odicals; and thus, cursed with original sin, with ignorance, 
materialism, worldly-mindedness, greed, and vanity, they curse 
themselves still more by withholding from their poor starved 
souls and from the poor shriveled souls of their miserable chil- 
dren that one and only necessity through which alone we be- 
come children of God, heirs of salvation, and truly rich, happy, 
and blessed for time and eternity. If we Christians do not wish 
to become conformed to this world, it is high time that every 
one of us take hold of that vain and greedy fool in ourselves, 
the old Adam, get him by the throat, throttle him, conquer him, 
and by daily contrition and repentance drown him with all his 
ruinous and evil lusts. 

Let us see to it that we and our children have the Word of 
God dwell in us richly, that we read God’s Word daily, think 
on it often, that we have in our homes Bibles, prayer-books, 
hymn-books, edifying Christian literature, and the best Chris- 
tian periodicals, so that the new man in us may daily arise and 
live before God with new strength and serve Him in righteous- 
ness and purity. 

Oh, that God would give all of us wisdom that we may 
turn away from the many intoxicants of this world and be 
filled with His Spirit, that Spirit who speaks to us through the 
Word of God! 

Just at this time when much money is squandered use- 
lessly, foolishly, and ruinously, let us crucify our flesh with its 
evil lusts and its corrupt cravings, and let us be diligent to give 
to those who are in need, and let us give especially for the up- 
building of Christ’s gracious, joyous, and victorious kingdom. 
We daily pray: Thy kingdom come! Lect us show by our gifts 
also and our contributions that we are thoroughly in earnest 
and sincere when we pray this prayer. S. 


Michigan School Fight Aftermath. — The amendment is 
defeated. Parents are vindicated in their right to direct and 
control the education of their children. Americanism has won 
n victory. There are other causes for rejoicing. “ Our people 
have been made to realize, as never before, the vital importance 
of the Christian day-school. They have made great sacrifices 
during this fight, and that for which we make sacrifices we love 
more dearly than what we possess as an easily acquired heritage. 


The public has been acquainted with the object and purposes 
of our schools. This is worth much. Though it is a dishearten- 
ing fact that our people elsewhere will very probably not take 
to heart this lesson, but will permit the community to think 
what they please about our schools, until the issue becomes 
a burning one, when we shall have to do, in each State, the work 
that had to be done in Michigan, educate the public from the 
ground up, just as though we had newly imported our schools 


. from Mars. 


What does it mean, a brother asks us, that in the State of 
Indiana, a month or two ago, the Anti-Saloon League asked 
every candidate to answer this direct question: “Are you for or 
against parochial schools?’ (The same question, we are in- 
formed, was asked of many candidates in the State of Iowa.) 
Our brother astutely remarks that the Anti-Saloon League is 
the political machine of the sectarians. Very true. But what 
does it mean that “the church in action,” as the League is 
called, is getting a line on the politicians with reference to the 
parochial school question? What are they preparing in Indiana 
and Iowa? What does it mean that the New Age (Masonic), 
October, 1920, contained a vitriolic attack on parochial schools, 
mentioning also the Lutheran? The article was entitled “Mich- 
igan School Amendment” and was signed “James Hamilton.” 
What does it mean that the Free Methodist, in the name of 
religious liberty (!), called upon Methodists in Michigan to 
vote for the amendment? 

It is true that some enlightened Presbyterians and Bap- 
tists have come out in favor of Christian day-schools. But 
these men are in the minority. At Princeton, Dr. H. A. Robin- 
son lately stressed the need of week-day instruction in religion, 
but deprecated the establishment of parochial schools, since 
these must “more or less unfit children for life in a democracy.” 
And one of the Ieaders in the Christian day-school movement, 
Dr. W. S. Athearn, in his book “A National System of Educa- 
tion,” flatly says that the parochial school “is unpatriotic and 
undemocratic.” It will not do that we close our eyes to the 
evident drift even among those who stress the need of religious 
training. What are we doing to meet this drift? 

In Michigan the forces that have now received a check are 
already planning for a second (really, a third) campaign, two 
years hence. Certain flaws in the amendment voted on this 
year, notably the implication that all crippled, blind, and other- 
wise defective children by the terms of this amendment would 
have been forced to attend the district schools, will no doubt 
be avoided when the matter comes up again. Even with such 
an impossible implied demand, the amendment received some 
250,000 votes. What will the popular vote be when the issue 
is presented in clear-cut form? And the enemies of our schools 
in other States will not make the stupid break of the Michigan 
fanatics. It surely behooves us to be alert and active. G. 

Religious Liberty. — The Cincinnati Enquirer lately pub- 
lished the following: “The ruling of the Department of Justice 
in a recent case that no discrimination should be made on ac- * 
count of religious belief against any alien attempting to enter 
the United States should meet with general approval. Indeed, 
it is difficult to conceive how any other decision could be made. 
This nation is founded on the fundamental principles'of both 
religious and civil liberty. It is the proudest guarantee of our 
organic law that every man beneath the flag shall have the right 
to worship God according to the dictates of his conscience, or 
not at all if that be his desire. Any other conception makes of 
democracy a hollow sham, a pretense vitiated by the virus of 
priestly overlordship, denying to the human mind the imperial 
right to think and believe as it chooses to think and believe. 
These principles are the foundation of the American Govern- 
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ment. This is the land of religious and civil liberty, the land 
where men and women may live and think and labor secure 
in their personal, political, and spiritual rights.” 

To some of us all this seems so plain and self-evident, and 
yet there are millions even here in our own country who do 
not recognize these basic principles; aye, even many of those 
who do know them do not appreciate the fearful danger that 
lurks where they are neglected. And how few there are who can 
apply these principles properly! There is still with us that 
agitation to make Bible-study under one pretext or other a part 
of the curriculum of instruction in the public schools, and to 
begin the day’s work in these schools with public prayer. Some 
of these people are amazed when they hear Christian ministers 
spenk against religious exercises in the public schools. They 
have never thought of the great tyranny and injustice which 
such religious exercises involve. Not only the Christians, but 
also the Jew and the unbeliever, the Mohammedan and the 
Hindu. who live among us, pay for the instruction in tho 
public schools. If we force their children to hear what the 
parents do not wish them to hear, we are obtaining money from 
them under false pretenses: we are taking their money for 
a secular education for their children, but in reality we are 
forcing a religion upon them contrary to their wishes. If in 
a public school there be Christmas exercises, Christmas-hymns 
sung, and Easter exercises that have injected into them Chris- 
tian thoughts and ideas, we are forcibly taking the property of 
other people, not only to use it for our own religious exercises, 
but to coerce them and their children to participate in our 
religion. 

What would we say if our fellow-citizens demanded of us 
that we give up our churches in order to conduct therein their 
Jewish services or to sing hymns to the Virgin Mary? <A cry of 
protest would go up if any one wished to use this our property 
for religious exercises which are an abomination to us. And 
still these religious fanatics that insist on having the Bible read, 
prayers spoken, and other religious exercises and celebrations 
in the public schools are forcing Jews, Mohammedans, Hindus, 
and unbelievers to give us their property for practises which are 
an abomination to them. 

The public school buildings do not belong to the Christian 
Church. They belong to the citizens, and no one has a right to 
use them for any other purpose than for those for which the 
citizens of every creed have erected them and paid for them. 

This position, which is so fair to Christians and non- 


. Christians, must be taught and reiterated continually lest we 


also be drawn into sinning against God’s Word, sinning against 
our neighbor, even against those who are without, and then also 
lose the precious possessions and liberties which God has given 
to us here in our beloved native land. S. 


Our Young People. — Synod at its convention in Detroit 
expressed its approval of the Walther League as an organized 
body of the young people of our churches. This Walther League 
has now grown till it numbers 475 societies with about 28,000 
members. In this last year alone, we are told, the League in- 
creased about forty per cent. The League publishes a monthly 
periodical known as the Walther League Alessenger, a splendid 
young people’s paper. There can be no question about it that 
this League has been a real blessing to our young people. It 
has at all times submitted to the guidance and advice of the 
pastors. It has in no way interfered with the spiritual shep- 
herds, but all its endeavors have been to aid the work of the 
Church. At its last convention, Prof. I. H. Engelbrecht, of 
our Synod’s Normal School at River Forest, Jll., was elected 
Executive Seeretary. It was also decided to establish a Junior 
Department of the League. These junior socicties are to con- 
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‘sist of the children immediately after confirmation and three 
years thereafter, after which they may become members of the 
senior societies. At its last convention the Walther League 
adopted a number of resolutions governing these junior young 
people’s societies. 

We are glad to see this activity among our young people. 
May God preserve to these our dear children the spirit of wis- 
dom and knowledge, of grace and prayer, of power and strength, 
of sanctification and the fear of God, so that they may pass 
through the dangerous years of adolescence and, having arrived 
at manhood and womanhood, may enter upon the labors in the 
vineyard of the Master with a heart aglow with love for the 
Savior and willing to make sacrifices for that Church through 
which they have been so richly blessed even in their youth. 
We pray for the youth of our Church every Sunday in our 
churches, and where is the Christian father or mother who docs 
not pray for them continually? We thank God that He has 
made many willing to take up this work with the youth of our 
churches, and we pray that He Himself may bless it and may 
give to it those persons and powers which are needed for its 
safety and growth. S. 

Spiritual Care of Lutheran University Students. — 
There are a great number of young men and a growing number 
of young women of our Synod attending the various univer- 
sities of our country. These young people constitute a scrious 
problem to our Church. They are associated closely with young 
people of other faiths and of no faith, and the influence of 
university teaching to a large extent works an unsettling of 
religious convictions. Aside from the evolutionistic bias of 
many teachers, they often have nothing but a pitying shrug for 
the teachings of our Church, if they do not level their sneers 
at these teachings directly. And young people are easily im- 
pressed. They recognize the high intellectual attainments of 
their instructors and unthinkingly suppose that a man who 
speaks with authority on chemistry, biology, or psychology must 
be accepted as a capable guide also in matters of the spirit. 

Various Lutheran bodies have recognized the duty of car- 
ing for their students at the universities and have, at great 
expense, established university pastorates, in some centers have 
even built fine churches close to the halls of learning. Our 
Synodical District of Southern Wisconsin has jointly with the 
Wisconsin Synod ealled a university pastor to Madison, who 
was recently installed. Elsewhere conferences have designated 
one of their number to devote part of his time to the spiritual 
eare of Lutheran students. Our church-papers have carried an- 
nouncements directing our young people to such pastors, and 
it is earnestly hoped that the parents of our university youth 
will admonish their boys and girls to avail themselves of the 
services of these men. 

The need of such parental support for this work, and also 
of pastoral cooperation, is brought home to us through the 
following extract from a letter we recently received from a 
pastor in a university city: — 

“From the experience of the past eight years I can truth- 
fully state that about 95 per cent. of the parents having sons 
and daughters studying at the local university, and about 98 
per cent. of the pastors of Synod having parishioners at school 
here, do not heed my annual plea to communicate with me 
either before the young people leave home or immediately after 
they have arrived here. After wecks have passed, I accidentally 
run across one or the other, but there are many members of 
our synodical churches going to school here who never attend 
church here and are never found, because it is very easy to hide 
from the pastor among 4,000 students. If, therefore, a young 
man or woman of our circles is lost to the Church while hcre 
at school, it generally is because their parents or their pastor 
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‘neglects notifying me of their whereabouts here, and thus they 
are never brought into contact with the local church. On the 
other hand, it is deplorable how many of our young people 
who go away from home so soon forget their Church, and be- 
come cold, and finally drop away in spite of all the opportunitics 
offered them and the invitations extended them to come in and 
be one with us. But in spite of all the discouraging negligence 
on the part of many parents and pastors, and the absolute un- 
appreciativeness of many of our young people, I have every year 
succeeded in ministering to a number of really sincere young 
Lutheran Christians, and to many other students not affiliated 
with the Lutheran Church, but who attend our divine services, 
because they hear the Word of God, which they do not hear 
in the Reformed churches.” 

The letter continues: — 

“Infidelity at a school like this runs riot. An unbelieving 
professor can tear down in half an hour the Christian faith of 
a young person which it took years to build up. Therefore it 
is so absolutely necessary that those Lutheran young men and 
women who come to an institution of this kind-should im- 
mediately bo taken caro of by the Church, in order that this 
evil influence be combated. The Church is here; the doors 
are open; services are held in German and English every 
Sunday; the congregation welcomes all strangers; the Walther 
League does everything in its power to assist the pastor in 
showing the students that we want them here, that we are glad 
they have come, and that we want them to make our church 
their home during their stay here; the pastor visits the students 
in their rooms, if he has their name and address; he is always 
pleased to assist them in getting suitable and congenial rooms 
with church-members, — but without the assistance and the 
cooperation of the folks back home most of the efforts here 
are lost. 

“VVe must have the parents and pastors back home co- 
operate with us in getting in touch with their young people 
coming here to school, and we must have their moral backing, 
so that these products of our schools and churches are not lost 
in a few years and come back home impaired in faith, or per- 
haps entirely godless.” 

Is the Pulpit Losing Power? — Religious patindients of 
several denominations are deploring the lack of results from the 
many sermons delivered. In‘some of these pulpits during one 
year as many as one hundred or one hundred and fifty sermons 
are delivered. _ Sometimes preachers from out of town are 
brought in to revive the work by a series of services carried on 
for weeks every afternoon and evening, and yet, when alli this 
has been done, the results are not what they should be; aye, 
matters are rather growing worse. Things have come to such 
a pass that some have expressed the opinion that the day for 
preaching sermons is past; they seem to doubt the efficacy of 
this ancient method of building up churches. In our day the 
press, they think, has taken the place of the pulpit. 

Those who know no authority or wisdom higher than that 
of man are again listening to many conflicting opinions and 
coming to no conclusion. These poor people are in the realm 
of truth what an escaped balloon is in the realm of the skies; 
there is so much liberty that there is neither certainty nor 
safety. Those souls, however, who “are of the truth” and there- 
fore hear Jesus’ voice, are just as sure to-day as St. Paul was 
in his day that “it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching 
to save them that believe.” 1 Cor. 1,21. To the wise, and to the 
scribe, and to the disputer of this world it may seem foolish to 
keep on preaching the old Gospel, but have they ever thought 
of this, that people need no Church to teach them politics, nor 
do they need a preacher to teach them science, nor do they need 
a pulpit from which business, commerce, farming, or trades are 
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discussed? All these things are done very well without either 
churches or preachers. 

What, then, is the peculiar sphere of the Church? What 
is her work? St.Paul tells us that it pleased God Almighty, 
whom no power can resist and whose plans no devil can change, 
“by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.” Not 
scientific demonstration, therefore, nor mere rational argumen- 
tation is the work of the Church, but preaching. The preaching, 
the proclamation and the teaching of that truth “which no eye 
hath scen, and no ear hath heard, neither hath entered into the 
heart of man,” but which God hath revealed to us by His Spirit, 
that is the duty of the pulpit. And thus the Church is built up. 
For what is the Church but the company of believers? The 


‘Church is not a company of wise logicians and of great mathe- 


maticians, the Church is made up of believers, and every genuine 
believer has been made a believer by the preaching and teaching 
of God’s Word. It is impossible to make a believer in any other 
way. Rom. 10,14. Therefore we Lutherans intend to keep right 
on preaching, let others do what they will. Let some lecture, 
let others sing mass, let still others take up Christian Science, 
— Lutherans are going to allow no man or devil to keep them 
from preaching the Gospel; for Lutherans believe that “faith 
cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of God,” and that 
it is God’s pleasure by preaching to save them that believe. 
Thus, and thus only, has Jesus built His Church in the past, 
and as sure as God is not a liar, but the very Truth itself, thus 
will He build His Church in the future, and: “The gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it.” Matt. 16. 
No, the genuine Lutheran pulpit is not losing its power. 

It is as powerful a ‘pulpit to-day as it was on the day of. 
Pentecost. Ss. 


The Pilgrim Tercentenary.— November 28 will be cel- 
ebrated in many American churches as “Bible Sunday” in 
memory of the Pilgrim Fathers. In the comment of contem- 
porary journals on the significance of the early British settlers, 
there is much to which we can freely assent. No American 
need hesitate to celebrate the courage and the love of individual 
freedom which brought the Pilgrims to our shores. Their pas- 
sion for education and especially their moral earnestness has 
had a potent influence for good on the early colonies. To the 


- present day their moral influence is observable in American 


literature, of which it can be said that it has been morally the 
cleanest in the world. The very fact that they were pioneers 
and first settlers entitles the Pilgrims to a position of honor in 


‘ American history. 


» At the same time, the literature of the day completely mis- 
represents the Massachusetts settlements when it is maintained, 
for instance, that “in Holland the Pilgrims learned the great 
principles of tolerance,” or when the Christian Herald says 
that the Puritans believed that “every man should have the 
right to interpret the Bible as God should direct.” This is 
simply not true, and the Pilgrims, were they alive to-day, would 
be the first to repudiate any such’ doctrine. They were in no 
sense the fathers of religious liberty. 

Roscoe Lewis Ashley remarks: “We hear it said that the 
Puritans came to America for religious liberty.... Nothing 
is farther from the truth; for the Puritans came solely for the 
purpose of establishing” (making a state-church of) “their own 
church, and did not tolerate other Protestants, whether Baptists, 
Quakers, or other sect. Not until Roger Williams, driven from 
Massachusetts Bay Colony, chiefly because of his religious 
heresy, founded Providence in Rhode Island, and declared that 
the state and religion must be separated, that the government 
should have no control over religion, and that therefore any 
one might worship as he wished, did religious liberty find its 
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first foothold in the modern world.” (Modern European Civ- 
tlization, pp. 22.23. Published by the Macmillan Company, 
New York.) 

While giving every due to Pilgrims and Puritans for the 
elements of popular government which they contributed to our 
history, let us not forget the brave and rugged Baptist who first 
on the American continent announced the principle of religious 
freedom. G. 

Superstition. — When people lose faith in God, they turn 
to saints and relics, the Sixth and Seventh Books of Moses, 
the Improved Dream-book, palmistry, the Mahatmas, and the 
left hind-foot of a grave-yard rabbit shot at midnight. Un- 
belief begets superstition. 

Whatever the underlying motive, the Roman Catholic 
Church is of late mightily fostering the belief of its adherents 
in miracles wrought by the saints. Their papers just now give 
much space to the story of the Virgin’s appearance at Lourdes 
(France) in 1858, and the thousands of miraculous cures 
effected at this famous shrine. From Ireland comes a enble 
stating that at Tipperary statues and holy pictures have com- 
menced to-bleed, and that cripples and consumptives were ab- 
solutely cured. In an Italian town a priest is said to have 
developed the five wounds of Christ. The wounds are said to 
give forth a very sweet odor and are visible at a distance. The 
New World (Catholic) News Service reports: “According to 
eye-witnesses, the wound on the heart measures a little less 
than three inches in length and is shaped like an inverted cross. 
On Fridays the pains are more intense than usual, and the 
blood flows copiously. The temperature of the saintly Capuchin 
rises as high as 130 degrees. Several reputable medical men 
who have examined the wounds attest to their supernatural 
character.” In a cathedral window in the City of Mexico, a 
picture of the Virgin has miraculously appeared. A number 
of cures have been reported, attesting its divine origin. Evi- 
dently, Romanists recognize the appeal of the occult to the 
war-shattered brain of Europe and America, and they are pre- 
pared to feed this appetite for the supernatural. 

Leslie's for October 2 brought a full-page advertisement 
announcing a “Library of the Occult and Psychical Sciences” 
in seven large volumes, treating such topics as ghnsts and 
haunted houses, the sexes hereafter, spirit photography, pro- 
jection of the astral body, how to interpret dreams, — seven 
volumes of this for $17.00. 

From a Western State comes a news item headed “Spirits 
Bring Dead Baby Back.” A couple had lost their stnall child 
and consulted a Chicago medium, who announced that the child 
would be restored; a few weeks later Jesus Christ appeared (?!!) 
and brought them the baby. 

In view of the success of the Roman Catholie appeal to 
superstition, of Spiritism, and the Science of Spooks, is it a 
matter of surprise that the great Prof. Dalmores, the “absolute 
master of the Hindoo method,” “initiated into the mysteries of 
the Mahatmas,” “high priest of the Hoti panyanobi (the Sacred 
Mystic Circle),” “the White Light of India, past president of 
the world-famed Yogi Mystie Brotherhood, director and adviser 
of the White Chain of the Sacred Twenty, honorary member of 
the White Chain of Five Hundred of the Rosicrucian Mystic 
Circle. the Kulkhurin Society, awarded fifty-nine diplomas by 
Psychic Societies,” should find people willing to spend a quar- 
ter of a dollar for a private sitting? 

Oh the humbling of human pride! How great the delusions 
of the Evil One! 

Let those who reject our Lord be made the butt of the 
devil’s buffoonery. And let us abide by the Word, which 
cleanses our soul and preserves us in the paths of sanity. G. 
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Outlonk and Renton. 
Correspondence. 


LONDON LETTER. 


A great controversy concerning the Bible has been aroused 
here by Canon Barnes, who in a sermon maintained that the 
Jewish Scriptures are not free from moral and historical error; 
he therefore surrenders the Biblical story of the Fall, and ac- 
cepts the cvolutionist’s theory that man is descended from the 
lower animals. Thus Canon Barnes has associated himself 
openly with those whom St. Paul, Rom. 1, 22, describes as, “pro- 
fessing themselves to be wise, they became fools.” 

Now there are still Christians in this country who speak 
out boldly for the truth of the Word of God. The blasphemer 
is being reminded of a saying of the late Dr. Joseph Parker: | 
“Any beast can crush a daisy; an angel cannot put it in joint 
again.” England is being admonished not to subvert and con- 
temn God’s Word, lest God bring judgment on her; to take 
warning from the disaster which has overtaken Germany, pri- 
marily caused by her higher criticism and unbelief; to re- 
member the terrible revolution brought about by false teachers 
in France. Christ’s attitude is pointed out, who always as- 
serted the infallibility of the Old Testament, which was His 
only Bible; who, in the temptation, met Satan each time with 
“Tt is written,” thereby scttling the question; and who said: 
“Ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures.” 

But although there are still people here who loyally adhere 
to what the Church of England calls “God’s Word written,” 
this controversy has revealed the sad fact that many, perhaps 
the majority of those who profess and call themselves Chris- 
tiuns, are not prepared to stand up for the Bible as the in- 
spired Word of God, but are leaning to modern speculation in 
spite of its missing links. A theological student at 2 Congre- 
gational college writes: “I suppose all the younger students of 
theology to-day agree with Canon Barnes in his rejection of 
the doctrine of ‘the Fall,” and they realize that, in helping to 
destroy some of the obsolete doctrines of Christianity, which 
are the accumulated rubbish of the ages, he is doing a great 
service to religion and the truth.” And even the Bishop of 
Exeter, the Right Rev. Lord William Gascoyne-Cecil, says: 
“The story of the Fall is not a myth, but a parable.” In a 
similar way A. N. Malan, D. D., describes the story of Creation 
as a “beautiful idyl,” which “must not be regarded as strictly 
literal, but as figurative and pictorial.” 

“A young Christian,” in a newspaper article, remarks: 
“I think Christians would be far better engaged discussing more 
important matters than whether mankind began in Eden or . 
is related to the ape. In your Monday’s issue, in the next 
column to the controversy, was the statement that 1,003,000 
people applicd for treatment for venereal disease during 1919, 
compared with 488,000 during 1918 — more than twice as many 
in one year! Why do not Christian folk deal with this problem 
among others? How the frecthinkers must be laughing in their 
sleeves at us just now!” 

This “young Christian” does not see that there is a close 
connection between the rejection of the Bible and the horrible 
diseases which of late are spreading so alarmingly in england. 
“The wages of sin is death,” death with all its forerunners, also 
diseases. And surely, more than the frecthinkers ‘he rejoices 
who suid to Eve, tempting her in Eden: “Yea, hath God said, 
Ye shall not cat of every tree of the garden?” ‘Well may he 
laugh, for it is his doing that these who should be the builders 
of the Church deliberately destroy her Foundation; his work 
it is, too, that “The wicked walk on every side, when the vilest 
men are exalted.” Ps. 12, 2. 

London. KX. KNIPPENBERG. 


ARGENTINA. 


September 16—19, 1920, were wondrous days for the mis- 
sionaries of southern Argentina. They were conference days, 
and conference means much indeed in this vast area of sand 
and barb-wire. Since not all our missionaries are fortunate 
enough to sce any of their fellow-laborers except at conference, 
the roll-call is always complete. Conference was held at Villa 
Alba at Rev. Guenther’: Joyous, yct strenuous days! Our 
missionaries, to the last man, feel that a great responsibility 
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rests upon their shoulders. This is a new, a vast, and an im- 
portant ficld, and many are the problems and tasks that con- 
front our men. Many of these problems were solved at con- 
ference. ‘Iwo doctrinal papers and one exegetical paper were 
read and discussed. ‘To finish the work and leave nothing un- 
done we had to have one extra and two prolonged sessions. 

The most important problems were: Our Schools, the 
Messenger, and Visitations. We want schools; we need them, 
we must have them. But who shall do the teaching? Three 
of our men are and have been teaching, but they can teach at 
only one place, and two have three, and one has seven places. 
Then at all places we have to work and fight for our schools, 
as well as our fellow-Christians at home. Our fourth man, 
Rev. Gehrt, is traveling missionary and cannot teach as much as 
he would like to. He travels from Bahia Blanca to Prov. San 
Luis and Cordoba and spends more time on his travels than 
at home. Verily, a great problem. — Our Bote (Messenger) is 
indispensable, for through it we reach our people as in the early 
days our Christians in North America were reached by means of 
the Lulheraner. But the treasury is in dire need of funds. 
How supply them? — Visitalions: Some of our congregations 
must be visited, but who shall do it when we lack men even to 
sive them services regularly? Some of our people are fortunate 
enough to have services every three weeks, others hear the 
Gospel preached every seventh Sunday, unless they do what 
their missionaries musé do, drive 30 to 85 miles by wagon for 
worship. These are the problems directly associated with our 
mission-work. 

But we are also blessed with other troubles, namely, pecu- 
niary. Traveling by train in Argentina cannot be classed as 
a pleasure, nor is it inexpensive. In order to pay only $40 in- 
stead of $150, we had one of our missionaries drive very nearly 
200 miles by automobile, to enable two of us to attend con- 
ference. Let me give you an example of these conditions. The 
distance from G. to A. is approximately 30 miles. To get there 
by train it requires two days and a night, and the expense is 
not less than $35. 

The second day of conference, September 17, southern 
Pampa experienced the worst sandstorm of the season. Many 
a promising wheatfield was either laid bare or covered beyond 
hope. Since then God has blessed us with refreshing showers, 
and our hopes are revived. May God give His divine increase 
to the growth of the fruits of the land! And may Fe, above 
all, be gracious unto us, and prosper the work of our hands. 
May He defend us mightily from all dangers which may 
threaten us, and preserve us in the one thing, to fear His name. 
THe has said: “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much.” Therefore let us do His bidding. Pray for 
us, dear reader. We need this support. 


Guatrache, Argentina. ‘ G. O. Kramer. 


WASHINGTON LETTER. 


Lately we have had all kinds of conventions in the city of 
Washington. Nearly all were concerned with so-called social 
reconstruction work. The first to mect here was the sixth bi- 
ennial session of the National Conference of Catholic Charities. 
We had never thought that the innocent and inviting delica- 
tessen stores and their attractive shelves of beautifully labeled 
enns could be the cause of any trouble, but they are the cause 
of much misery, at least so one of the expert social workers at 
this conference declared. She said: “If wives would take 
trouble to prepare wholesome and appetizing meals for their 
husbands. instead of depending on the corner delicatessen store 
and the ready-cooked canned foods, there would be a great many 
more happy homes and fewer divorces.” The other causes cited 
for divorees were: “profanation of the marriage vow, immoral- 
ity, shiftlessness, general bad habits, intemperance. interference 
of relatives, religious differences, depression, extravagance, and 
unclean homes.” 

By its wide-spread social, charitable, and educational work, 
_ Rome is making a favorable impression on the public and is 
gaining general popular commendation, and also making con- 
verts. ‘Ihe purpose back of all this extensive activity is propa- 
ganda to make America Roman Catholic. 

_ About the time the Conference of Catholic Charities ad- 
journed, another convention opened its sessions, the Fifteenth 
International Congress against Alcoholism, which was to have 
met in 1914. It is composed to a great extent of renowned 
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scientists and social workers of all nations, who in a rational 
and scientific manner would combat and suppress alcoholism. 
It is not specifically a movement for prohibition. Much to the 
disgust of the foreign delegates, and despite the fact that it 
was held under the auspices of the State Department of the 
United States Government. the convention became a prohibition 
aud W.C.'T. U. affair. Most of the time was spent in wran- 
gling over the 18th Amendment and the Volstead Act and its 
enforceinent. The air was hot with charges and recriminations. 
Poor Mr. Kramei, the Prohibition Commissioner, who, by the 
way, is a Lutheran of the Merger Synod, had to confess that it 
was a physical impossibility for him and his 10,000 assistants 
to keep a watch on 100,000,000 people. A big pageant was held 
in front of the Capitol steps, depicting the evolution of the 
United States Constitution, including the Eighteenth Amend- 
ment. Later a reception was held which we attended out of 
curiosity. We were told that many of the foreign diplomats 
would be there, but the only celebrities present were Secretary 
of the Navy Daniels and Mr. Bryan. The dry side, it seems, 
is not the side of the forcign diplomats. The refreshments were 
elegant and plentiful; why not? Good old Uncle Sam was 
“footing the bill.’ A delicious fruit-punch was served. Of 
course, there was no “stick” in it. However, some of the guests 
brought, of their own private stock and secretly added this to 
the punch, as one of the waiters told us and also convinced us 
by holding a few of the empty glasses to our noses. Possibly 
this was done as a joke. If so, it shows with what levity and 
disregard a Constitutional Amendment and a Federal law are 
treated. A vast number of people, who formerly were law- 
abiding citizens, are now habitual violators of the law. 


The next convention that was held was the World’s Brother- 
hood. Despite the name, it is mostly a British and American 
Protestant affair, with a slight sprinkling of Scandinavians. 
The newspapers gave this convention more space and publicity 
than any of the others. The addresses were 2 mixture of truth 
and error, of sense and “sand.” Mr. Bryan made the brotherly 
suggestion to cancel the $10,000,000,000 debt which the allied 


European nations owe us, on the ground that it would be a_ 


great step towards international good will and peace; these 
nations, in turn, to be compelled to cut down the impossible 
war indemnities imposed upon the Central Powers. “Then 
universal disarmament will be possible; then the burden of 
civilization can be lifted from the backs of the toilers of the 
world; then we can expect the ushering in of the prophetic day 
when swords shall be beaten into plowshares and nations learn 
war no more.” 


The great error in all these worldly brotherhood movements _ 


is that they lack the true foundation and right inspiration for 
brotherhood, Christ and His cross. The Scriptures know of no 
brotherhood except in Christ, effected and consummated by 
faith in His cross, as St. Paul so grandly declares in Eph. 2, 
13—22. The root and tree which produces the fruit of real 
brotherhood is Christ and His redemption. These people want 
to produce the fruit without the true and only tree which can 


and will grow it. One clergyman uttered what many undoubt- . 


edly thought a brilliant remark, but which was pagan heresy: 
“Golden deeds, not creeds, will make golden days. The brother- 
hood movement,” he declared, “is knocking at the door of the 
churches, saying, ‘Are you the disciples of Christ?” He does 
not seem to know that golden deeds are the fruit of the golden 
faith in the Savior Jesus Christ. 


These worldly brotherhoods and peace societies with their 
great ideals mean well, but they are built upon sand, upon the 
sentimental notions, human arguments, and earthly considera- 
tions of corrupt, unregenerated man. Our Savior in the con- 
clusion of His Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 7, 24—29) tells us 
what happens in a time of storm to a house built upon the sand. 
It falls. The great war has proved His prophecy true again. 
Where were these societies in that terrible day, and what were 
they doing then? These brotherhoods and peace societies are 
like “New Thought” which is very fine as long as all is fair and 
nothing much is wrong, but which, when storms arise and sorrow 
and affliction come, is impotent to help. Christ and His Gospel 
alone can save and comfort in such times. The great peace 
foundation is the Cross. It is there that not only peace is made 
between God and man, but between man and man. There the 
Fatherhood of God and there the Brotherhood of man becomes 
a deep spiritual reality. 


Washington, D. C. J. FREDERIO WENCHEL, 
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THE MICHIGAN SCHOOL CAMPAIGN. 


In February of this year a petition was placed into the 
hands of the Sceretary of State to place upon the ballot for the 
fall election the following amendment, to be known as Sec- 
tions 16 and 17 of Article 11, of the Constitution of Michigan: 
“All residents of the State of Michigan between the ages of five 
years and sixteen years shall attend the publie school in their 
respective District until they have graduated from the cighth 
grade: Provided, That in Districts where the grades:do not 
reach the cighth, then all persons herein described in such Dis- 
trict shall complete the course taught therein. The legislature 
shall enact all necessary legislation to render Section 16 effec- 
tive.” The Lutherans of Michigan at once saw that the cun- 
ningly devised phraseology of this proposed amendment was in 
reality striking a death-blow at their Christian day-schools. The 
School Board, through Pastor L. A. Linn, at once petitioned the 
Attorney-General to render an opinion as to the constitution- 
ality of the amendment. He did so, holding the same to be 
a violation of the Federal Constitution, and advised the Secre- 
tary of State not to place it upon the ballot. The proponents of 
the amendment, however, secured a writ of mandamus, holding 
that, since the proposed amendment was drawn up in legal 
form and signed by the required number of subscribers, the 
Secretary of State was exceeding his authority by canceling said 
amendment. On October 1 the Supreme Court sustained the 
contention of the proponents of the amendment and ordered it 
placed on the ballot, basing its opinion on Section 2, Article 17. 
which declares that “the Seerectary of State shall submit al! 
proposed :émendments initiated by the people.” 

Two days after this decision was rendered, headquarters of 
the Lutheran Campaign Committee were opened at the Tuller 
Hotel in Detroit in charge of the Exccutive Committee, con- 
sisting of Rev. Henry Frincke as chairman, Revs. F. Hertwig, 
F. Kolch, R. Meyer, E. Fackler, E. Heyn, O. Peters, and 
FE. Richter. Unfortunately, however, Pastor Frincke met with 
an automobile accident, which confined him to his bed through- 
out the greater part of the campaign. Although suffering great 
pain, he directed the campaign from his bed with the assistance 
of Rev. J. C. Baur, whose services were furnished to the Exec- 
utive Committee by the American Luther League of Fort 
Wayne, Ind., and due chiefly to his initiative and ability the 
Lutherans of Michigan were organized effectively and rapidly. 
The entire State was divided into 56 districts, each having its 
district manager; these districts were again subdivided into 
450 precincts, each having its own captain, responsible to the 
district manager, who, in turn, was to report progress and con- 
ditions to headquarters. Where any weakness was found in 
the organization, a member of the Executive Committee was 
delegated to investigate. 

A plan of campaign was drawn up by the Executive Com- 
mittee and laid before a mecting attended by all district man- 
agers. This plan was intended to enlighten and educate the 
Lutheran people of Michigan as well as the non-Lutheran. And 
in order to show that the proposed amendment attacks the free 
exercise of our religion and the authority of our homes, and 
overthrows the ideals of religious education which have been 
the outstanding characteristic of the Lutheran Church for four 
centurics, many meetings in all cities, towns, and hamlets were 
held, which were widely advertised. Headquarters furnished 
speakers for hundreds of such meetings. Under the direction 
of a newspaper expert, quarter-page advertisements were in- 
serted in the 56 daily papers of the State, and 450 wecklies were 
furnished with three-column “boiler-plate” matter. 

Besides this, there were sent out through headquarters over 
four million pieces of literature, not counting 65,000 trans- 
parents, 125,000 posters and placards, and 50,000 buttons. An 
entire printing-plant was kept busy day and night. Ten thou- 
sand minute-men volunteered to distribute the literature, and 
on election day every voting booth in the State was covered by 
volunteers placing into the hands of every voter a final appeal 
to vote “No” on the amendment. In Detroit alone 1,200 such 
volunteers worked in relays, men, women and children taking 
an active part. 
Michigan were the Lutherans so well organized. all filled with 
that one ambition, to work for the salvation of their schools. 
The Detroit Journal of October 27 says editorially: “The Lu- 
theran churches are operating with 100 per cent. activity and 
efliciency.” Many hours of labor, worry, and ardent prayer were 


‘devoted to the cause, many thousands of dollars were spent, and 


our efforts were not in vain; a glorious victory is ours. 


Never before in the history of the State of. 
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a If the school amendment had been adopted, civil ‘and re- 
ligious freedom would have become a mockery. Freedom of 
conscience would have been strangled. Parental rights would 
have been banished from Michigan’s soil. But Michigan’s fair 
name has been saved; with uplifted voice in stern disapproval 
she has shouted: “Never! It shall not come to this!” 

The amendment was defeated by a majority of 196,000. 


Detroit, Mich. R. H. OC. Meyer. 


NORTHWEST CONFERENCE MEETING. 


The Northwest Conference of the English District met in 
regular session at Redeemer Church, Freeport, Tl., the Rev. C. 
J. Schuth, pastor, October 19 to 21. Rev. H. Olsen, of Mil- 
waukee, was clected chairman, the undersigned, secretary. ' 
A paper on “Socialism” was read by Pastor Luley, of Mil- 
waukee, and a paper on “Hypocrites” by Pastor Dallmann. 
Both papers were interesting and instructive, and were thor- 
oughly discussed. 

Rev. Prange Ied in a discussion of “Sunday-school Work.” 
Pastors were urged to do everything in their power to further 
the work in their Sunday-schools, and always to keep in mind 
that the aim of every congregation should be the establishment 
of a good parochial school. 

A whole morning session was given to President Krein- 
heder’s report on the Synodical Budget. Pastors were requested 
to urge their congregations to gather the full amount assigned 
to them for the various funds. On Tuesday evening the visiting 
pastors were entertained by the Men’s Club of Redeemer Church. 
Again it was demonstrated that such ‘gatherings are not only 
a blessing to the ministry, but above all to the lay-members of 
our congregations, showing them that both pastors and lay- 
men are laboring in one common cause, the winning of souls 
for Christ. , ; 

A pastoral service was held on Wednesday evening, Octo- 
ber 20, at which Pastors Leimer and Haserodt preached. <As 
usual, the sessions of the Northwest Conference were well at- 
tended, only a few members being absent. A vote of thanks was 
extented to the local congregation for the kind hospitality 
shown to the members of the Conference. 

C. J. Souutn, See. 


NEWS FROM CHICAGO. 


The newly organized Rogers Park congregation has called 
and installed its own pastor, the Rev. H. Luecke. The installa- 
tion service took place October 31, Reformation Day. 

. On the same day an English mission was opened by the 
Mission Board of the English District in Norwood Park. 
Preaching services will be regularly conducted. Both missions 
are in promising fields and will some day be flourishing con- 
gregations. 

Pilgrim Church, Rev. H. C. Steinhoff (English District), 
has passed a resolution to call a teacher. The resolution to 
begin a parochial school was passed without a dissenting vote. 
The teacher is to be called immediately. It is the intention to 
begin their school with the February term. The school is to 
be conducted in the church basement for the present. As soon 
as feasible a school building is to be erected. Congratulations! 

Trinity Church, Oak Park, will lose its pastor, the Rev. J. 
M. Bailey. He has received and accepted the call to Immanuel 
Church, Baltimore. Reluctantly the congregation gave its con- 
sent to this change. This is the first time that Trinity Church 
has changed pastors. Rev. Bailey has been active as pastor of 
Trinity Chureh since it was organized, thirteen years ago. 
Rev. Bailey was called direct from the Seminary. Services 
were held in a hall above a fire department. The congregation 
increased and built a chapel which served as their church-home 
till about four years ago, when their present beautiful edifice 
was dedicated. Under the blessing of God and the efficient ° 
leadership of Pastor Bailey the congregation has reached its 
present status. Trinity Church has been active also in synodical 
affairs, contributing regularly to the various treasuries of Synod. 
The best wishes of the Chicago brethren accompany Rev. Bailey 
into his new field of activity. May God’s blessing rest upon his 
labors in Baltimore! 

The Chicago Pastoral] Conference has elected a committee 
to arrange for Toop Lenten Services. This committee is busily 
at work. Scveral meetings have been held and_ preliminary 
arrangements made. Ez. V. Haseropr. 
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PACIFIC COAST LETTER. 


Lutherans on the Pacific coast are watching with interest 
the development of many of their churches and mission-stations. 
Recently, on October 3, an inspiring installation service was 
held at Grace Church in Los Angeles, where Pastor Richard 
Hope was inducted into office. Grace was organized several 
years ago as the first English congregation of the Missouri 
Synod in the Southern California metropolis. On the follow- 
ing Sunday the Rev. M. H. Tictjen was installed at Van Nuys, 
a large delegation from Los Angeles being present. Tlis field 
will cover the entire San Fernando Valley, including such 
cities as Van Nuys, Burbank, San-Fernando, ete. On Refor- 
mation Sunday the Rev. H. O. Michel, of Covina, will be in- 
stalled at Pomona. He is to have charge of both of these 
mission-stations, which are in close proximity to cach other. 

The Pacific coast is one of the most beautiful sections of 
God’s wonderful world. But better than the grandeur of nature 
is the vineyard of the Lord into which we have been called to 
labor. True, countless numbers are “without Christ” and “aliens 
from the commonwealth of Israel.” But we are here to make 
them God’s people ‘according to the missionary command of 
Christ: “Make disciples of all nations.” 

Won’t you help us, kind reader, by remembering our mis- 
sions in your prayers? 


Los Angeles, Cal. Ricn. Hore. 





Secular Press. 





THE EPIDEMIC OF GAIETY. 


Pleasure, hysteria, inability to concentrate, self-indulgence, 
and degenerating ideals are possessing the youth of the country. 
This fact is more spectacularly evident in Europe, but it is be- 
coming alarmingly obvious at home. Can the education of our 
schools and colleges check this? If it were the result of the war 
alone, possibly; but the loosening of moral standards has long 
been evident. War simply hastened the climax. Our educa- 
tional system may have been faulty, but the mental and physical 
characteristics of a man are first founded not in schools, but in 
the home. How seriously do Americans take the business of 
bringing up children? Is it too late to combat this modern 
social degeneracy by educating parents? 

These are definite defects. They can, therefore, to some 
extent, be definitely remedied by education. It is a more subtle 
influence, I believe, that is bringing about the decay of the 
national conscience. It is the acquiescence of parents to the 
loosening standards of morality. In that fact we face a dan- 
gerous and terrifying progression. The children of to-day are 
the parents of to-morrow. Will they in turn acquiesce to con- 
tinually lowering standards? What will then be the result? So- 
called modern “liberty” is fast approaching license. It seems 
to:'me at times that the very core of our civilization is at stake. 

The erazy seeking after gaiety, the rush of social activity, 
the liberty between men and women, increases in dishonesty and 
in all forms of crime and nervous disease — these are not con- 
‘fined to our youth or college towns, to our cities, or to any one 
class of society. They are nation-wide and world-wide. 

Undoubtedly it is an after-war mania. It began before the 
war, however, and is there any sign of cessation? Can we place 
a corrective for the youth when the whole world is caught in 
the same whirlpool? 

Sisley Huddlestone, in this month’s Atlantic Monthly, at- 
tempts to analyze this condition, which he calls “The Menace of 
the World.” He is talking, as it happens, of Europe, but we 
cannot fail to see application. He says: — 

“The diagnosis of the malady is not difficult. There is, 
first, this crazy seeking after artificial amusements, generally 
of an unpleasant kind; there is a love of display that runs to 
the utmost eccentricity; a cynical disregard of suffering, a mad 
desire to get rich quickly, no matter by what means; and there 
is a reluctance to do any genuine work. You can visit any 
capital, and you will find these characteristic stigmata. This 
pathological condition is certainly the legacy of the war. Men’s 
mental outlook has changed. Those who were sober, industrious 
citizens, content to rear up their families and to walk usefully 
and humbly in the world, are now stricken by the wild notion 
of having a ‘good time’—a good time that means the easy 
earning of questionable money, its prodigal dispersal, forget- 
fulness of the family, non-production of necessaries, hopeless 


confusion and incompctence, which affects private as well as 
governmental persons, and a lowering of ‘moral values, a de- 
basing of intellect.” 

He goes on to say that this is, of course, not a complete 
picture, that it is too much of a generalization, but that the 
specific trouble exists. ‘Then he points out that while it was 
natural to indulge in a “joy burst” after the war, the condition 
is becoming alarmingly prolonged. “A passing fever was 
nothing, but a chronic St. Vitus’s dance is deplorable.” 

I have quoted Mr. Huddlestone for two reasons. I want to 
show that 1 am not speaking of a locally observed condition. 
I would like to think that we are perhaps a bit better off than 
some other places. Further, however, I wanted to show that the 
pounral belief is that this “epidemic of gaiety” is a result of 
the war. 

It all began, I believe, long before the war. Such tendencies 
are perhaps more easily observed in the young, and the change 
at first more noticeable in young girls than in men; and I am 
convineed that it has come about gradually during the last ten 
years, and largely because of the influence of the dancing craze, 
the automobile, and the moving picture. The parents of the 
country were not courageous enough to take a definite stand 
against the increasing gaiety, and hence the result. 

About cight or nine years ago the popular vogue of the 
“new? dances commenced. Right then was the beginning of 
the lowering standards. At first the more conservative parents 
were obdurate, but gradually they acquiesced, until now not only 
do we have the dance craze developed to its nth degree, but we 
have various other evils in its train. Chief among these are the 
appearance and actions of the modern girl and the growing 
popularity of the “public dance hall.” 

That we can educate parents now I gravely doubt. It is 
too Inte. Many of them are too old to mend their ways. This 
crisis in the form of a great rcformation will come, I am afraid, 
too soon. Those who commit sins must suffer for them. We 
have sinned, and I belicve we are going to suffer. 

I should be interested to have some one who knows more 
of history than I do, trace the steps that have led up to the 
great reformation periods in history. It would not be surpris- 
ing if he found conditions similar to those of to-day. 

When we have all known what it is to starve, when rich and 
poor alike go hungry and are forced by the necessities of the 
times to do hard manual work, then we may have a rebirth of 
spiritual ideals. 

Dr. Frederick Schelty Jones, Dean of Yale University. 


A SOUTHERN BISHOP SPEAKS. 


Preachers who use their pulpits as political platforms or 
for civic reform or for aught else but the Gospel of Christ were 
excoriated at a church dedication in Baltimore, October 31, by 
Bishop Warren A. Candler, of Georgia. 

“T suppose you are all excited about the election,” he said. 
*“T was once, but I tell you that the conversion of one boy in 
an old-fashioned revival may have more influence upon the future 
of this nation and of the world than the election of any of the 
candidates. Abram heeding the voice of God had more effect 
on the world than all the -kings of Egypt. Moses being found 
in the bulrushes was a greater event than the life and death of 
all the Pharaohs. Martin Luther’s conversion outweighed all 
the policies of the kings of the Holy Roman Empire. 

“The cry now is to reconstruct the world, to Christianize 
the social order, the commercial system, industry. Just as well 
Christianize a wheelbarrow. As a Christianizer I am not con- . 
eerned with the wheelbarrow, but with the man pushing it; not 
with commerce and industry, but the men in commerce and 
industry; not with reconstructing the world, but with recon- 
structing men’s souls. 

“Curing the evils of to-day by this civic reform and that 
political reform is like treating erysipelas by shaving off the 
bumps with a safety razor. The bumps would be gone, but the 
patient would soon be dead. ; 

“There was much talk of the great revival of religion which 
would come out of the war, or after the war. We thought labor 
would be regenerated; but the profiteering labor system would 
have frozen the nation in order to get a few more cents a day 
for itself. We thought the farmer would be patriotic, but he 
resorts to arson and is burning gins to get a few more cents for 
his cotton. Maybe you in Maryland thought you got religion 
but do not be too complacent. If I killed all the profiteers in 
Maryland, I would thin out some churches considerably. What 
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is the remedy for all this unrest, this cry of ‘more’ and ever 
‘more’ from all classes? What shall this generation do to be 
saved from all its social, economic, political, and industrial ills? 
How can it find rest? First let it find Christ. Come unto Him, 
and He will give you rest. Do not try to Christianize any 
system. Christianize yourself and the other man. This work 
of saving men’s souls is what the Church is for.” 








Sisrellaneniis. 


Ordinations and Installations. 


Ordained and installed under authorization of the respec- 
tive District Presidents: — 
On 14th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate A. Pera in the con- 
gregations at Ray and Stanley, N. Dak., by Pastor P. Ernst. 
On 20th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate H. Kratzke in the 
congregation at Sugar City, Idaho, by Pastor F. C. Braun. 


‘ Installed under authorization of the respective District 
Presidents: — 


A. Pastors: 

On Trinity Sunday: The Rev. R. P. Oehlschlacger in the congre- 
gations at Maple Heights, and Lee Road, Cleveland, O., by Pastor 
W. A. W. Auping. 

On 12th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. O. M. Burkhardt in the 
congregation at Tampa, Kans., by Pastor C. F. Lehenbauer. 

On 15th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. W. F. Henkel in Im- 
manuel Church, Van Wert, O., by Pastor Th. H. Henkel, and, in the 
afternoon, in St. Paul’s Church, Convoy, O., by Pastor T. Zoch. (Super- 
sedes announcement in No. 21.) 

On 16th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. K. Gundermann in St. 
John’s Church, Boa Vista, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil, South America, 
by Pastor J. Busch. 

On September 20: The Rev. K. Gundcrmann in Trinity Church, 
near Capoere, and, in the afternoon, in Bethel Church, Paiol Grande, 
Line 3, Kio Grande do Sul, Brazil, South America, by Pastor J. Busch. 

On 19th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. Hugo Mueller in the 
congregation at Broken Arrow, Okla., by Pastor K. Karstensen. — 
The Rev. J. H. W. Jacob in Immanuel Church, near Elmdale, Kans., 
and in Grace Church, Strong City, Kans., by Pastor H. J. Theel. 


B. Teachers: 

On 13th Sunday after Trinity: Teacher E. Koenig us teacher 
of the lower grades of the school of Bethlehem Church, St. Louis, Mo., 
by Pastor J. H. C. Fritz. 

On 14th Sunday after Trinity: Teacher 1. A. Mertz as teacher 
of the upper grades of the school of Trinity Church, Evansville, Ind., 
by Pastor W. G. Polack. 

On 16th Sunday after Trinity: Jeacher L. G. Beinke as teacher 
of the school of Trinity Church, Cleveland, O., by Pastor F. Pieper. 

On 20th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate E. Mantey as teacher 
of the school of Sulem Church, near Malone, Tex., by Pastor H. Gaert- 
ner. — Teacher W. Krueger as teacher of the school of Zion Church, 
Belleville, Ill., by Pastor Th. Stiegemeyer. — Teacher W. H. Heidt- 
brink as teacher of the school of Trinity Church, Cole Camp, Mo., 
by Pastor K. Niermann. 








Dedications. 


Dedicated to the service of God: — 


Churches. — On 15th Sunday after Trinity: The renovated church 
of St. John’s Congregation, Villard, Minn. (the Rev. J. H. Kretzsch- 
mar, pastor).— On 21st Sunday after Trinity: The church of Trin- 
ity Congregation, Harvey, Ill. (the Rev. R. Geffert, pastor). — The 
new church of St. Paul’s Congregation, Brimficld, Il. (the Rev. A. H. 
Schleef, pastor). — The new church of Mount Calvary Congregation, 
Wiest Park, QO. (the Rev. W. A. Braun, peeey):— Ne new church 
of Immanuel Congregation, Salisbury, Mo. (the Rev.- A. Gracbner, 
pastor). — On 22d Sunday after Trinity: The new church of Trinity 
Congregation, Great Bend, N. Dak. (the Rev. T. Hinck, pastor). 

School.—On 14th Sunday after Trinity: The new school of 
Trinity Church, near Arapahoe, Nebr. (the Rev. H. Moellering, pastor). 

Organ. — The new pipe organ of Immanuel Church, Shady Brook, 
Kans. (the Rev. L. C. Hermerding, pastor). 





Corner-Stone Laying. 


The following churches laid the corner-stone of a new 
edifice: — 
Church. — On 20th Sunday after Trinity: Grace Gospel Church, 
Palisades Park, N.J. (the Rey. J. C. Kretzmann, pastor). 
School.—On 21st Sunday after Trinity: St. Paul’s Church, 
Hammond, Ind. (the Rey. W. F. Lichtsinn, pastor). 
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An Urgent Appeal. 


The American Lutheran Board for Relief in Europe appeals to 
our Christian people for more funds to continue its good work of 
feeding the hungry and clothing the naked in war-stricken Europe. 
A letter just received from the “Hilfsausschuss fuer Notleidende in 
Deutschland,” 2 committee appointed by us to pass upon all personal 
petitions for aid and to distribute our gifts according to the need of 
each individual, reads partly as follows: “After having thanked you- 
for your most generous gifts of brotherly love, we cannot but ask you 
most humbly and most earnestly for more help. With a loud voice 
we cry to you, For God’s sake, do not withdraw your helping hands 
from us! It is true, the rural districts in Germany have food to eat, 
though they may need clothing. The large cities and manufacturing 
districts, however, especially in Saxony, are deprived of their liveli- 
hood now more than ever before.” — ‘The City Council of Chemnitz, 
for instance, in an oflicial appeal for help, states that more than 
§,000 good men and more than 3,400 good women can find no work 
whatsoever to earn their daily bread, and still larger numbers are 
employed only some days during the week. They have no money to 
leave the city, no money to buy food or clothing or fuel, and cannot 
exist on the rations provided by the city. And our committee writes 
us that the requests for aid are now so numerous and so large that 
each petitioner can receive but the fourth part of what he asks for. — 
“What will become of us if our brethren in America will no longer 
help us?” this cry of anguish, so we are told, is general among our 
Lutheran people in the cities of Germany. And they turn to God 
in prayer, asking Him for Christ’s sake to make us willing to con- 
tinue in helping them in their dire need. — Dear brother, will you, 
can you let them ask in vain? Certainly not! Send all contribu- 
tions to the treasurer of your Synodical District. 


CHRISTOPHER MERKEL, Scerctary. 





Important Notice. 


Preparations have now been made in most congregations to make 
an intensive collection in behalf of the 1920-22 Synodical Building 
Fund. The enthusiasm for this fund seemingly runs very high, and 
the indications are that the first collection this year will be very 
successful. 

a. suggestion has been made which, if properly carried out, will 
still further insure maximum contributions. It is assumed that 
a number of our good people might make larger contributions if 
they were given the privilege of donating Liberty Bonds in lieu of 
cash. We can readily imagine how some who might find it difficult 
to make a cash contribution of from twenty to thirty dollars could 
more easily give a Fifty-dollar Liberty Bond. 

The Synodical Board of Directors has therefore authorized me 
to announce that Liberty Bonds will be accepted at their face value 
as donations to the 1920-22 Synodical Building Fund. 1 must, how- 
ever, emphasize that primarily cash is the thing that is needed. It 
is the hope of the Board of Directors that suflicient cash will be 
donated to care for the immediate needs of the Building Fund, and 
that the Bonds donated will not have to be sold at a discount. In 
case of necd other means may be found of conserving them, so as 
not to result in a loss to the Synod. 

Congregational treasurers will reecive and transmit the con- 
tributed Bonds, together with all cash subscribed, to their respec- 
tive District treasurers, who, in turn, will forward them to the 
General Treasurer of Synod. . 

All Bonds should be sent by registered mail to insure safe 
delivery. 

Liberty Bonds should not be aceepted from which interest cou- 
pons not yet due have been detached. Neither should eredit be given 
for interest coupons attached to such Bonds that are not yet due. 

To summarize: Give all that you ean preferably in eash. If you 
can give more in Bonds than in cash, do this; or if you cannot give 
cash, but can give Bonds, do that. In any event make your offering 
such as will be commensurate with your interest in our institutions 


of learning. TneEo. W. Eckuanrt, Financial Secretary. 





Anniversaries. 


The following churches celebrated anniversary: — 


On 16th Sunday after Trinity: Immanuel Church, Crystal Lake, 
Ill. (the Rev. F. G. Kuehnert, peal), the 50th.— On 22d Sunday 
after Trinity: Zion Church, Luverne, lowa (the Rev. F. O. Lothringer, 
pastor), the 40th. — St. Paul’s Church, Gar Creek, Ind. (the Rev. R. 
J. I. Mueller, pastor), the 40th. — On 23d Sunday after Trinity: Beth- 
Iechem Church, Sheboygan, Wiz. (the Rev. W. Wambsganng, pastor), 
the 30th of the dedication of their church. — St. Luke’s Church, Lyn- 
don, Wis. (the Rev. H. Schmidt, pastor), the 25th. — On 19th Sunday 
after Trinity: First Trinity Ev. Luth. Church, Bloomfield, Nebr. 
(the Rev. A, Ollenburg, pastor), the 25th. 
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Mission-Festivals. 


_ On 10th Sunday after Trinity: Zion, New Holstein, Wis. Offer- 
ing, $170.00. — On 14th Sunday after Trinity: Zion, Hillsboro, Kans. 
Offering, $450.00.—On 15th Sunday after Trinity: St. Martin's, 
Chilton, Wis. Offering, $204.00.— On 16th Sunday after Trinity: 
St. John’s, Chatham, and ‘Trinity Mission, Thayer, Il. Offering, 
$311.00.— St. John’s, Chester, IL Offering, $434.75. — Bethlehem, 
Detroit, Mich. Offering, $1,153.15.— On 17th Sunday after Trinity: 
Trinity, Taylorville, Ul. Offering, $87.43.—St. Paul’s, The Grove, 
Tex. Offering, $303.45.—On 19th Sunday after Trinity: St. Paul’s, 
Flint, Mich. Oifering, $265.00.—On 20th Sunday after Trinity: 
Trinity, Manistee, Mich. Olfcring, $135.00.— On 2Ist Sunday after 
Trinity: Flandreau, S. Dak. Offering, $86.50.—On 22d Sunday 
after Trinity: St. John’s, Bear Spring, Mont. Offering, $32.15.— 
Dieterich, Il. Offering, $54.10. 





Appointment. 


Synod resolved that a committee be appointed to deliberate on 
the erection of a Ladies’ Seminary, and to report at the next con- 
vention. The following committee is herewith appointed: The Sur- 
vey Committee, the superintendents of schools /’aul Theo. Buszin 
and A. C. Stellhorn, and the Messrs. &. Wengert, of Milwaukee, and 
B. P. Holst, of Boone, Lowa. 

Chicago, I11., November 5, 1920. 

F. ProTENuHAUER, President of Synod. 





< Conference. 


The Grand Rapids Local Conference meets, D. v., November 30 
and December 1 in lonia, Mich. Confessional address: Rev. A. 
Hueschen (Rev. E. Hutfilz). Sermon: Rev. H. Norden (Rev. G. Peters). 
Announcement, please! B. H. Succor, JR., Sec. 


Notices. 


Any one knowing of Lutherans living in Amarillo, Tex., is re- 
quested to send their names and addresses to the undersigned. Most 
assuredly the Lutheran Church should be represented in a city like 
Amarillo, and may every one who is able to give any information 
help, so that we may obtain a firm footing there. 

Rev. O. P. Hinae, Canyon, Tex. 


_ Names and addresses of fellow-Lutherans without church aflilia- 
tion in Central New York, especially in Syracuse, Oneida, and Sher- 
rill, those of Lutheran students at Syracuse University, und inmates 
of the Siate Schools at Rome for Deaf-mutes and Ieecble-minded, are 
kindly and urgently requested by 

Rev. S. Micuast, 506 W. Embargo St., Rome, N. Y. 


Information regarding Lutheran families at Roswell, Carlsbad, 
and Clovis, N. Mex., or in the Pecos Valley, also regarding Lutherans 
at Fort Stanton, N. Mex., will be appreciated by 

Rev. E. Umpacu, 807 N. Kentucky Ave., Roswell, N. Mex. 








, Treasurers’ Reports. 


ENGLISH DISTRICT. 


Mission. — Congregations: Trinity, Pittsburgh, $100.00; Our 
Redeemer, St. Louis, 138.19; Grace, San Diego, Cal., 68.00; Calvary, 
Bitlalo, 200.00; St. John’s, Hannibal, Mo., 50.00; Pilgrim, Chicago, 
133.84; Emmanuel, Conway, Mo., 20.00; Our Redeemer, Detroit, 
46.43; Windsor Park, Chicago, 205.31; Trinity, East St. Louis, 19.57; 
Redeemer, North Tonawanda, 20.00; Trinity, Dallas, Tex., 155.27. 
Kenmore Mission, Buffalo, 7.33. Sunday-school, Grace Church, St. 
Louis, 40.00. — 7'otal, $1,203.94. : 

Church Extension und. — Congregations: Trinity, Pittsburgh, 
$10.00; St. Andrew’s, Pittsburgh, 37.50; Calvary, Buffalo, 40.00; 
Emmanuel, Conway, Mo., 2.00; Windsor Park, Chicago, 40.00. La- 
dies’ Aid Society, Zion Church, Cascade, Mo., 3.00. — Total, $132.50. 

Minisicrial Rducation Fund.— Congregations: Trinity, Pitts- 
burgh, $5.00; Calvary, Buffalo, 40.00; St. John’s, Hannibal, Mo., 
30.00; Redeemer, Baltimore, 10.00. Miss E. B. Steimke, Mount Olive 
Church, Milwaukee, 5.00. — Z’otal, $90.00. 

Synodical Trcasury. — Congregations: Trinity, Pittsburgh, 
$25.00; St. Andrew’s, Pittsburgh, 110.70; Our Redeemer, St. Louis, 
23.48; Calvary, Buffalo, 100.00; St. John’s, Hannibal, Mo., 60.00; 
Emmanuel, Conway, Mo., 4.00; Windsor Park, Chicago, 40.00; Trin- 
aa East St. Louis, 14.68; Grace, Strasburg, ILll., 11.58. — Total, 
079.44. 

Synodical Building Fund. — Congregations: Trinity, Pittsburgh, 
$10.00; St. Andrew’s, Pittsburgh, 52.50; Calvary, Buffalo, 50.00; 
St. John’s, Hannibal, Mo., 100.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 9.79; Re- 
dcemer, Baltimore, 19.50. — J'olal, $241.79. 

Board of Support. — Congregations: Trinity, Pittsburgh, $24.00; 
St. Andrew’s, Pittsburgh, 91.00; St. John’s, Hannibal, Mo., 38.75; 
Emmanuel, Conway, Mo., 2.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 6.85. — 
Z'otal, $162.60. ; 
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Deuf-mute Mission, — Congregations: Trinity, Pittsburgh, $2.00; 
St. Andrew’s, Pittsburgh, 10.50; Grace, San Diego, Cal., 3.86; Re- 
deemer, Baltimore, 4.50; Immanuel, Niangua, Mo., 7.50. — Total, 
$28.36. 

Forcign Mission. — Congregations: Trinity, Pittsburgh, $10.00; 
Si. Andrew’s, Pittsburgh, 15.75; Our Redecmer, St. Louis, 15.17; 
Grace, San Diego, Cal., 20.00; Emmanuel, Conway, Mo., 2.00; St. 
Peter’s, Conover, N. C., 6.00; Redeemer, Baltimore, 19.50. Bible 
School, Grace Church, New York, 25.00. — Total, $113.42. 

Forcign-tonguc Mission in U. S.— Congregations: Trinity, Pitts- 
burgh, $2.00; St. Andrew’s, -Pittsburgh, 10.50; Grace, San Diego, 
Cal., 2.00; Redeemer, Baltimore, 3.00. — Total, $17.50. 

General Home Mission. — Congregations: Trinity, Pittsburgh, 
$10.00; Grace, San Diego, Cal., 5.50. — Total, $15.50. 

Immigrant Mission. — Congregations: Trinity, Pittsburgh, $1.00; 


_ St. Andrew’s, Pittsburgh, 5.25.— Total, $6.25. 


Mission among Indians. — Congregations: Trinity, Pittsburgh, 
$2.00; St. Andrew’s, Pittsburgh, 10.50; Grace, San Diego, Cal., 2.00; 
ae Peter’s, Conover, N.C., 1.87; Redeemer, Baltimore, 1.50. — 7'otal, 

17.87. 

Italian Mission. — St. Peter’s, Conover, N.C., $1.00. 

Jewish Mission. — Congregutions: Trinity, Pittsburgh, $1.00; 
St. Andrew’s, Pittsburgh, 5.25; St. Peter’s, Conover, N. C., 1.00.— 
Total, $7.25. 

Negro Mission. — Congregations: Trinity, Pittsburgh, $8.00; 
St. Andrew’s, Pittsburgh, 21.00; Our Redeemer, St. Louis, 10.11; 
Grace, San Diego, Cal., 10.00; Mount Calvary, Laneaster, Pa., 7.21; 
Windsor Park, Chicago, 20.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 2.94; Re- 
dcemer, Baltimore, 16.50. — Total, $95.76. 

Mission in South America. — Congregations: Trinity, Pittsburgh, 
$5.00; St. Andrew’s, Pittsburgh, 26.25; Grace, San Diego, Cal., 10.00; 
St. Peter’s, Conover, N. C., 10.00; Redeemer, Baltimore, 10.50. — 
Total, $61.75. 

Michigan School Contest. — Congregations: St. Andrew’s. Detroit, 
$67.00; Redeciner, Baltimore, 10.00; Mount Calvary, St. Louis, 15.00. 
— Total, $92.00. 

Indigent Students. — Congregations: Our Redeemer, St. Louis, 
$25.00; Windsor Park, Chicago, 25.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 4.89. 
Ladies’ Aid Society, Zion Church, Cascade, Mo., 6.00. — Total, 360.89. 

Lutheran Sanitarium, Wheat Ridge, Colo. — Sunday-school, 
Grace Church, St. Louis, $10.00. 

Dormitory, Immanucl Lutheran Collegc, Greensboro, N. C. — 
Pilgrim Church, Chicago, $17.00. ; 

Manual Training School for Boys and Girls, Addison, Ill. — 
Pilgrim Chureh, Chicago, $1.00. 

american Lutheran Board for Relief in Europe. — Grace Church, 
Elyria, O., $100.00. . 

Lutheran Orphan Home, Addison, Itl.— Windsor Park Church, 
Chicago, $50.00; Young People’s Society, 1.00. — Total, $51.00. 

New Concordia Semlnary, St. Louis, Jo. — 1919 Confirmation 
Class, Mount Olive Church, Milwaukee, $22.00. Church of the Holy 
Communion, Harrisburg, Pa., 10.00. — Total, $32.00. 

Holy Cross School, St. Louis, Jfo.— Church of Our Redeemer, 
St. Louis, $120.00. 

City Mission, Milicaukee, Wis. — Mount Olive Church, Milwau- 
kee, $87.88. 

City Mission, St. Louis, Mo.— Church of Our Redeemer, St. 
Louis, $25.28. 

City Mission Social Worker, St. Louis, Ifo. — Ladies’ Aid So- 
eiety, Grace Church, St. Louis, $3.00. 

Relief for Lutheran Poles in Europe.— Church of the Redeemer, 
Baltimore, $10.00. 

Free Church in Germany. — Church of the Redeemer, Baltimore, 
$10.00. ‘ ‘ 

Lutheran Laymen’s League Endotoment Fund.—Church of the 
Redeemer, Baltimore, 25.00; from Sam. Ruff, 10.00. — 7J'otal, $35.00. 

GRAND ToTAL: $3,229.98. 

November 15, 1920. Cras. H. DETTE, Treas., 

3935 Greer Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


ATLANTIC DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Atlantic District during October, 
1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $163.97; Synodical Building Fund, 359.10; 
Missions, 3,502.60; Miscellaneous, 3,053.53. — Total, $7,379.20. 

O. H. RESTIN, 7'reas. 


CENTRAL DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Central District during October, 
1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $1,459.20; Synodical Building Fund, 363.97; 
Missions, 9,447.13; Miscellaneous, 5,817.43.—Total, $17,087.73. 
P. E. WOLr, Treas. 


CENTRAL ILLINOIS DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Central Illinois District during 
October, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $817.77; Synodical Building Fund, 4-47.44; 
Missions, 8,775.36; Miscellaneous, 1,203.40.—Total, $11,243.97. 
E. C. BEoE, Treas. 
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EASTERN DISTRICT. 


, Received at the Treasury of the Eastern District during October, 
920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $764.38; Synodical Building Fund, 332.01; 
Missions, 5,120.75; Miscellaneous, 1,237.96. — Total, $7,559.25. 
J. P. Sciurarrer, 7'reas. 


MICHIGAN DISTRICT. 
Reeeived at the Treasury of the Michigan District during Octo- 
ber, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $775.76; Synodical Building Fund, 329.20; 
Missions, 12,427.55; Miscellancous, 12,569.83. — Total, $26,102.34. 
G. WENDT, Treas. 


MINNESOTA DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Minnesota District during Octo- 
ber, 1920: — . 

” Synodical Treasury, $182.93; Synodical Building Fund, 163.79; 
Home Mission, 8,041.55; other Missions, 1,244.28; Church Extension 
Fund, 1,331.14; Miscellaneous, 2,603.62. — 7'otal, $13,567.31. 

J. H. MEIrer, 7'reas. 
NEBRASKA DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Nebraska District during Octo- 
ber, 1920: — 

” Synodical Treasury, $952.57; Synodical Building Fund, 322.83; 

Missions, §,547.11; Miscellaneous, 1,768.51.—Tolal, $11,591.02. 
‘ A. SCMUELKE, 7'rcas. 


NORTHERN ILLINOIS DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Northern Illinois District during _ 


October, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $1,417.86; Synodical Building Fund, 425.87 ; 
Missions, 5,964.59; Miscellaneous, 5,335.48.— Total, $13,143.80. : 
R. DEMSKE, Fin. Sec. 


NORTHERN WISCONSIN DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Northern Wisconsin District 
during October, 1920: — 
Synodical purposes, including Missions, $4,186.11; Benevolence, 
503.00; Miscellaneous, 1,412.18. — Total, $6,101.29. 
; W. H. DICKE, 7'reas. 


SOUTHERN ILLINOIS DISTRICT. 
Received at the Treasury of the Southern I]linois District during 
October, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $368.51; Synodical Building Fund, 184.26; 
Home Mission, 902.85; other Missions, 1,678.14; Miscellancous, 
‘2,843.66. — Total, $5,977.42. G. A. WEISS, Treas. 


Acknowledgments. 


Received for the Indian Mission Building Fund: From Rev. F. A. 
Mehl, Downs, Kans., by A. Schulz, $1.60; Edith Backus, Laporte, 
Ind., 1.00; Mrs. W. E. Meier, Evansville, Ind., 25.00; Rev. W. QO. 
Speckhard, Battle Creek, Mich., 6.00; Mrs. John Rupp, Monett, Mo., 
5.00; Rev. Geo. Luecke. Accident, Md., 1.05; Chas. II. Dette, Treas., 
St. Louis, Mo., twice 10.00; Miss Anna C. Traeger, Defiance, O., 10.00; 
Rey. Paul J. Strege, Ludell, Kans., Immanuel Congregation, 16.75; 
Rey. H. M. Tjernagel, 7.00. — Total, $93.40. R.H.GeEnnicu, Treas. 


Receipt of $325.36 from Rev. Rud. 8S. Ressimeyer’s conzregation, 
Orange, N.J., first instalment in payment of entire salary of the Rev. 
Paul Heckel, our new missionary to India, is herewith most gratefully 
acknowledged. Ricu. KRETZSCUMAR, 

° President Board of Forcign Missions. 


The L. L. L. gratefully acknowledges the receipt of a contribution 
of $]3.75 for our Permanent Endowment Fund from “N. N. of the B. 
Ch., Chicago.” Frev C. Pritzvarr, Treas. 





Important Notice. 


Kindly consult the address printed on this copy of your WITNESS. 
The bottom line of the address shows when your subscription expires. 
(For instance, “Dec 20” signifies that your subscription expires with 
the last number in December, 1920.) If it expires soon, please send 
$1.25 (26 cts. additional in St. Louis, Canada, and foreign countries) 
to your agent or to us in ample time to insure our uninterrupted 
service. It requires normally about two weeks before change of ex- 
piration date will show on address plates. 

Be sure to mention the paper you desire, and your name and 
address, both new and old, if you desire a change in address. Under 
Synod’s approval we cannot furnish periodicals unless paid strictly 
in advance; your name will therefore automatically drop from our 
inailing-list unless your order for renewal, accompanied by your 
remittance, reaches us before the expiration of your subscription. 

Concogp1A PusBLisuina House, 
St. Louis, Mo. 


The Funeral of the Pope’s Bull. 


“In an open space a woodpile had been erected. <A magister 
of no small renown applied the torch. A grent blaze resulted. 
Luther stepped forward, visibly movel, and placed on the burning 
fagots the Papal Bull, the decretals, and other writings of the 
pupists, and said: ‘Since thou hast grieved the Holy One of God,’ 
that is, the Lord Jesus, ‘may the eternal fire consume thee!’ Luther 
at once returned to the city, followed by the magisters and doctors 
and the majority of the citizens. Several hundred students re- 
mained at the fire, and proceeded to celebrate the event in student 
fashion.” ° 

This is 2 bit of history of four hundred years ago, taken from 
Prof. W. H. T. Dau’s gripping, vivid, refreshing, interesting book, The 
Great Renunciation. 

Four centuries have passed, but Luther’s action on December 10 
has a meaning for all time; for it was an auto da fé, act of faith, 
and performed in defense of the faith once delivered to the saints. 
The present anniversary ought to rekindle the fire of enthusiasm 
in commemoration of Luther’s heroic deed. Ministers will preach 
special sermons celebrating the event. For preparation, meditation, 
and inspiration let pastors and laymen order and read Prof. W. H. T. 
Dau’s latest book. 

The Great Renunciation, in make-up, is a pretty close match 
to Prof. Dau’s previous book, The Leipzig Debate. It is about one- 


‘third larger in volume, embracing 350, 57% in., pages. Beautiful 


and substantial cloth-binding. Price, $1.75, postpaid. Order through 
your pastor, teacher, or agent, or direct from 
. ConcoRDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE, 
St. Louis, Mo. 
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Rev. M. H. Ilse. Jr., 49 S. Broadway, Geneva, O. 
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Rev. H. W. Kratzke, R. 1, Sugar City, Idaho. 

Rev. W. H. Medler, Box 104, Logan, N. Mex. 

Rev. A. G. Merkens, Scobey, Mont. 

Rey. H. O. Michel, 944 W. Monterey St., Pomona, Cal. 
Rev. A. Miessler. Box 6, Wentzville, Mo. 

Prof. J. T. Mueller, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. 
Rev. C. J. Pritz, L. B. 6, Lowden, Iowa. .- 

Rev. O. Riess, Southey, Sask., Can. 

Rev. F. H. Rotermund, Wisconsin Rapids, Wis. 

Rev. H. G. Sandvoss, 5461 Thomas St., Austin Sta., Chicago, III. 
Rev. H. C. Schulze, Salmon, Idaho. 

Rev. L. Seidel, 510 S. Chicago Ave., Freeport, I]. 

Rev. E. Umbach, 807 N. Kentucky Ave., Roswell, N. Mex. 
Rev. Fr. Wambsganss, R. 10, Columbus, Ind. 

Rev. T. Zoch, Concordia College, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

R. E. Appelt, 1119 High St., Leavenworth, Kans. 

J.C. Bunsold, 970 E. Emerson St., Denver, Colo. 

H. IF. Hansen, Rogers City, Mich. 

G. C. Hillmann, 401 E. Foster St., Ludington, Mich. 

E. Mantey, R.1, Brandon, Tex. 

R. J. Meyr, 700 E. Fifth St., St. Paul, Minn. P 
H. C. F. Roehl, 22G W. Mill St., Staunton, III. 

N. Roemer, R. 3, Onarga, III. 

W. Sassmannshausen, 2022 N. Kedzie Ave., Chicago, Ill. 
O. E. Wachholz, 3719 S. Robey St., Chicago, Ill. 
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Advent. 

(Sich’, dein Kocnig kommt zu dir.) 
Hark, the glad exultant cry! 
Lo, thy King comes down in glory. 
Come, let every heart reply, 
Lo, my gates unbar before Thee. 
Enter, O Thou King benign; 
All I am or have is Thine. 


Come and claim Thine own, my King, 
Thine since my baptismal healing. 
Come, and Thine Evangel bring, 
There Thy grace to me revealing. 
Let Thy Word my herald be 

To prepare Thy way in me. 


Come, Thy Spirit with Thee bring; 
Even Him who Thee revealeth, 
Teacheth me Thy will, O King, 
And in prayer for me appealeth. 
Then, till that dread day of doom, 
This my plea, Lord Jesus, come. 
(HIILLER, 1767. Prof. A. Ramsay, 1910, tr.) 


The Bull Against Luther. 


(EpirorraAL NoTe.—On the 10th day of December, Lutherans 
commemorate the quadricentennial of Luther’s burning of the Papal 
Letter of Excommunication. For a thorough treatment of this great 
event and its significance the reader is directed to Prof. Dau’s splen- 
did monograph, The Great Reminciation. The brief account herewith 

‘ presented, a reprint from The Luthcran af 1915, will be welcome to 
our readers, and will encourage many, we believe, to order Prof. Dau’s 
very interesting volume.) 


During the famous debate between Luther and Eck at 
Leipzig in the summer of 1519, the latter became fully aware 
how dangerous to papal pretensions his mighty opponent in 
debate actually was. Although less than two years had elapsed 
. since Luther’s Ninety-five Theses had stirred the Church, the 
reform movement was fast assuming alarming proportions. 
Eck saw that the only thing for the Church to do to save 
herself against the mighty power of revived evangelical truth 
was to crush its fearless champion, who like, a second John 
the Baptist was cloquently calling to her, “Repent, repent.” 

Eck accordingly hastened to Rome, and after long con- 
ferences with Pope and cardinals he finally succeeded in secur- 
ing the condemnation of Luther. The bull threatening ex- 


communication was drafted in May, 1520, and received the 
final papal approval on June 15 (XVII. Kls Julii. As the 
Julian Calendar gave only 29 days to June, this date must be 
June 15 instead of 16, as is more generally held). The last 
words are: “Datum Romae apud sanctum Petrum Anno 
Incarnationis Dominice Millesimo Quingentesimo Vigesimo. 


XVII. Kls Iulii. 
“Pontificatus Nostri Anno 
Visa. R. Milanesius. 


“ALBERGATUS.” 


Octavo 


Sulla contra crroics 
aPartini Zurberi 
4 {cquacium. 





Title-Page of Original Edition of the Bull. 


The bull is in the form of a small quarto and was printed 
at Rome by Jacob Mazochius, the imprint at the end being — 


“Impressum Romae per Jacobum Mazochium De Mandato. 
S. D. N. Papae.” 

Copies of the original edition were then taken by parties 
to whom they were assigned to the various ecclesiastical centers 
for publication. And in order to extend its publication still 
further, the bull was reprinted in other places, notably at 
Augsburg, Ingolstadt, Brandenburg, Meissen, Merscburg, as 
well as later editions in Rome. And although the number of 
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copies was quite large, yet only a few of them are known, and 


of several of the editions or issues reported not even a copy 


is left. 

In the accompanying cut we are giving a reproduction 
of the title-page of the historic and official edition of the bull. 
It contains within the ornamental woodcut border the arms 
of Pope Leo X. The reader will notice the two significant 
keys, as well as the suggested triple crown. At the top is 
the title — 

BULLA CONTRA ERRORES 

MARTINI LUTHER 

& SEQUACIUM. 

It is needless to say that the bull was issued in the Latin 
language. ‘The bull is in quarto, and contains eleven leaves 
and one blank leaf. 

This bull is known by Roman Catholic writers as the 
Bull “Exsurge, Domine,” from its first words, translated, 
“Arise, O Lord.” Its opening words are those of Ps. 74, 22, 
“Arise, O God, plead Thine own cause,” ete. Saints Peter 
and Paul. as well as all the other saints, are likewise invoked 
-to arise in defense of the Church. Then, after expressing 
distress and sorrow because of the reviving of the condemned 
Greek and Bohemian heresics, and especially because of their 
revival in hitherto faithful Germany, follows the condemna- 
tion of forty-one errors selected from Luther’s writings, and 
arbitrarily torn from their contexts. After again, in summary, 
condemning these supposed crrors as contrary to the teaching 
of the Church, the bull condemns the writings of Luther 
publicly to be burned. Then Luther’s supposed stubbornness 
not to yield to papal entreaties is deplored. Luther and his 
followers are to be silenced, and if they do not recant, they 
are to be condemned as heretics and commanded to be 
‘ punished by the civil authorities (which was understood to 
mean death). Nor must the faithful have any dealings with, 
nor harbor, them under penalty of excommunication. ‘The 
condemnation of Luther and his followers is to be announced 
by all the ecclesiastical authorities, and the bull is commanded 
to be made public in every way possible, and all opposition 
to it is to be punished. Sixty days for recantation were given 
to Luther before the threats were finally to go into effect; 
but we shall see what effect the bull had upon its supposed 
victim. 

The publication of the bull was entrusted to Eck, Alean- 
der, and Caraccioli, Ick being the one to take it even to the 
centers where Protestantism was strongest. In the Catholic 
strongholds of Louvain, Mayence, and Cologne there was ap- 
parently little opposition to the publication of the bull, and 
Luther’s books were publicly burned. Eck had the bull 
reprinted and published in Ingolstadt and other cities, also 
without much difficulty. But at Leipzig, where the debate 
between Luther and Eck of the year before was still fresh in 
the minds of the students, they rose up against him in oppo- 


BULL AGAINST THE ERRORS 
OF MARTIN LUTHER 
AND HIS FOLLOWERS. 


sition to the bull’s publication and tore it to pieces. At Er-° 


furt, Luther’s alma mater, Eck encountered the opposition 
of the university faculty, while the student-body seized the 
printed copies and threw them into the water, with the words, 
“Bulla est, in aqua natet,” that is to say in a pun, “It is 
a bubble, Iet it float.” And when the bull came to the Uni- 
versity of Wittenberg on October 3, its publication there was 
of course declined. At last, on November 4, while Charles V 
was tarrying at Cologne, a copy of the bull was also handed 
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to him by Aleander, with the request that he should have 
Luther punished or sent to Rome. But not even Charles 
could be tricked into ariy hasty act against Tuther. He must 
consult Erasmus, who told him in Latin: “Luther sinned in 
two respects; namely, that he touched the crown of the pontilf 
[Pope] and the bellies of the monks.” ‘Thus even Erasmus, 
and through him the Emperor, refused to comply with the 
provisions of the bull. 


HOW LUTHER RECEIVED IT. 


One might almost anticipate Luther’s attitude toward 
the bull. It acted like a firebrand to kindle a mighty con- 
flagration. lt was the signal not only to defend his teachings 
and acts all the more forcefully and heroically, but also to 
attack the very citadel of the Church of Rome. Among the 
tracts in vindication of his position was one in Latin and 
German, under the title, “Against the Execrable Bull of Anti- 
christ.” In this he turns from defender to accuser, charging 
the Pope with heresy in the light of Holy Scripture. ‘Thus, 
instead of acknowledging that he was a heretic according to 
the Word of God, he makes of the Pope himself: a heretic, 
yea, the very Antichrist of Scripture. 

Nor did he stop at mere words or tracts, but hearing 
that his books were at places being publicly burned, he deter- 
mined upon an act that has ever since then stood out before 
the world as in’ many ways the most thrillingly heroic, even 
dramatic, act of his eventful life. 


ON THE MORNING OF DECEMBER 10, 1520, 


a notice appeared on the university bulletin board, inviting 
all friends of Evangelical truth to meet at nine for the public 
burning of the godless papal books. ‘The event took place 
beyond the Elster Gate of the walls of Wittenberg. A large 
number of students, professors, and others assembled. A fire 
was speedily built, and then Luther solemnly approached, and 
in the words of Josh. 7, 25 committed the bull of exeommuni- 
cation, together with other papal documents and books, to 
the flames. 

The deed done, he returned to the university, with the 
other professors, to resume his important duties there. He 
felt that the die was forever cast. Rome had, in the bull, 
moved to take its last and final step against Luther, and the 
clear implication was that, unless he unequivocally recanted, 
the fate of Hus and Savonarola would early await him. But 
instead of being burned himself, he turned judge and con- 
demned to the flames this supposed subtle instrument of death 
to him. It was Boston Tea Party and Declaration of Inde- 
pendence all in one. Instead of Rome cutting him off in final 
excommunication by this act, he cut himself off. The bridge 
between, him and Rome was at last crossed and also burned 
behind him. Nor did he regret this act. It was to him an . 
ever-present Providence that had led him. All he needed to 
do now was to be true and faithful to the truth of God’s 
restored Word, and commit himself and the issues of his labors 
to God, whose cause it was. Meanwhile, in order to vindicate 
his act before the world and the Church, he wrote numerous 
letters, and a notable tract entitled, “Warum des Papsts und 
seincr Juenger Buecher verbrannt sind” (Why the Books of 
the Pope and His Disciples were Burned). In this he amply 
sets forth his reasons, and submits them to the just judgment 
of the intelligent reader. L. FRANKLIN GRUBER. 
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Puritanism — Past and Present. 





CHAPTER V. SURVIVALS. 


Roland Parks was shot in the back by a policeman on 
Tangier Island, Va., April 11, 1920, because he refused to 
go to church. ‘The law of Tangier makes it a violation for 
a person to be scen on the strect or in his yard or porch on 
Sunday, unless on the way to or from church. Roland Parks 
sat on the porch of his father’s home, and a police officer 
demanded that he go either to church or into his home. 
When the boy ran from him, the officer drew his revolver, 
and placing it at the boy’s back, shot him through the body. 

Give the officer a branding-iron instead of a pistol, and 
you have 1650 instead of 1920. 

An exceptional case —? ‘Thank God, yes. But there is 
in the constitution of the State of North Carolina a paragraph 
which disqualifies for office “all who deny the existence of 
Almighty God.” Commenting on this, the Lutheran Church 
Iferald recently said that while a Christian, personally, has 
no interest in seeing an atheist in office, yet this section “is 
in conflict with-the Constitution of the United States, which 
states that no religious test shall ever be required for holding 
office,” and then continued: “It is another instance of our 
lawmakers’ failing to comprehend the very rudiments of re- 
ligious liberty of which we boast. If the atheist is debarred 
for his false idea concerning God, then why not also shut 
out the Unitarian; and if the religious test be continued, 
it might lead to shutting out Catholics or Lutherans, accord- 
ing to the religious beliefs of those who happened to be mem- 
bers of a constitutional convention.” 

But even this paragraph in the North Carolina constitu- 
tion is exceptional, one will sav. ‘True, but the Puritan con- 
eeption of Christianity and the State is by no means surviving 
only on Tangicr Island and in North Carolina. 

What we generally call sectarian interference in political 
affairs ought really to be called Puritanical, Calvinistic. 
‘Puritanism demands Sabbath legislation. Puritanism has 
given a strongly religious tone to the Prohibition movement. 
Puritans now demand that religion be taught in the state 
schools, and that Calvinism be recognized as the state religion. 
Lhey wailed (in the Intelligencer, New York, September 29) 
that in the late political campaign there was “no moral issue 
that could be voted for.” After advancing the kingdom of 
God through the Prohibition amendment, it now has (in the 
Presbyterian of December 25, 1919) a “Pentecostal Vision of 
the Emancipation of the World,” and calls upon the “Cham- 
pions of Righteousness to make the world dry.” 

‘The World’s Christian Citizenship Congress in 1910 de- 
clared’ that nations “are moral beings, and as such must 
accept Jesus Christ as the moral governor of the world and 
apply the Word of God to national life.” Hence it declared 
for the right of citizens to provide for “state education in 
Christian morals upon Christian sanction derived from the 
Word of God in its proper use in the public schools.” Com- 


menting on these declarations, the uTHERAN WITNESS in: 


1910 said editorially: “If we proclaim ourselves a Christian 
nation and make the Ten Commandments the law of the land, 
what shall we do to those who break the first commandment 
of the law of the land by worshiping false gods? Shall we 
fine them? Shall we imprison them? Shall we roast them 
a little over a slow fire? In its program of action the Con- 


ference says: ‘The Sabbath is an integral part of the Moral 
Jaw, which is universal in its application and essential to 
the welfare of the State.?, Should we not, then, make church- 
going compulsory? And if any one persistently refuses to 
honor this part of the law of the land, what shall we do 
with him? Shall we have him carried to church by force? 
Shall we put him into the penitentiary? Might not thumb- 
screws do him good? ‘The State, says the Conference, should 
exercise its sovereign right of teaching these ‘new principles. 
What, then, if some of us should refuse to let the State exer- 


. cise this sovereign right on our children because, perchance, 


we object to aforesaid heresy about the Sabbath? The Con- 
ference thought of such a possibility, and resolved that “he 
claim of any citizen or any minority of citizens to veto the 
State’s education of its citizens in Christian morals upon. 
Christian sanctions, derived from the Word of God in its 
proper use in the public schools, ought to be vigorously re- 
sisted.’ If, then, we persisted in refusing to expose our chil- 
dren to false doctrine, how ought we to be dealt with? Would 
a bastinado be vigorous enough? Would it not be better to 
give us employment in a convict camp? Might it not be best 
to slice off our noses and ears?” 

Possibly it might, though they use revolvers under sim- 
ilar circumstances in Darkest Virginia. However, so far as 
we are acquainted with the literature of present-day Puritan- 
ism, the harshest measures suggested for the punishment of 
those who will not conform their lives to the Puritan state 
religion .are bankrupting fines and disbarment from public 
office. But this only in the case of American citizens. In 
the case of Germans and Austrians, the starvation of little 
children and enslaving of entire nations is, as we*shall see, 
regarded as condign treatment. 

On January 1, 1920, the Tennessce Methodists passed 
a resolution demanding that Congress pass a law against 
Sabbath-breaking. By such an enactment they desire to pro- 
hibit Sunday baseball and theaters, the circulation of Sunday 
newspapers, and the operation of freight and passenger trains; 
any corporation failing to observe this law to be fined “not 
over $100,000 for cach offense.” 

The Presbyterian said July 22, 1915, that. as this is “a 
Christian country,” we cannot permit interference with the 
Christian basis of our national religion. Concerning the Jews 
the paper asserted that they have no right to any consideration 
since their worship is “contrary to the principles of this 
nation.” Where Jews and Christians differ, “we must remind 
our Jewish friends that this nation was founded before they 
came over, and her principles were established before their 
appearance, and therefore. when a difference arises between 
the Christian principles and the Jewish practises, the history 
and nature of this nation requires that the Christian prin- 
ciples prevail.” This is precisely the intolerant Puritan at- 
titude of 1650, which would make a church state of the New 
Ingland colonies. 

It is the attitude of the National Reform Association, 
which these many years is sponsoring an amendment to our 
national Constitution establishing “the recognition of Jesus 
Christ as the Ruler of nations and the Bible as the fountain 
of all law.” The Puritanical bias of this Association can be 
seen from a statement contained in its organ, the Christian 
Statesman of April, 1915. Concerning the right of Jews to 
teach in the public schools, a spokesman for the Association 


388 


says: “If [!] he [the Jew] accept the conditions of Chris- 
tian citizenship and Jay aside all antagonism to our Christian 
laws, institutions, and usages, I know of no reason for ex- 
cluding him.” Nor will it be enough that Jesus be acknowl- 
edged only as teacher and example. The Christian Slalesman 
says: “No. The Lord Jesus Christ is God, manifest in the 
flesh, and He said: ‘He that hath the Son hath the Father, 
and he that hath not the Son hath not the Father.’ There is 
no way for the nation any more than the individual approach- 
ing God except through the Lord Jesus Christ.” As Chris- 
tians we certainly agree with this statement of doctrine; but 
Jesus Christ Himself did not expect “nations” to approach 
God, nor did He desire that His kingdom be established by 
the sword; He would not have His reign enforced by courts 
and jails, plain-clothes men and policemen’s billies. And we 
as Lutheran citizens, though we are convinced that we possess 
the pure doctrine of the apostles, yet would not lift one 
little finger to make our faith the official religion of the 
country. History proves that such marriage of civil and re- 
ligious powers invariably works out to the detriment, if not 
destruction, of both Church and State. ‘The Calvinistic sys- 
tem not only welcomes such mixing of State and Church, 
but absolutely demands it. It has not progressed one step 
since 1620. As the Puritans excluded Baptists and Quakers 
from citizenship, so the National Reform Association abso- 
lutely says that through its “Christian Amendment” the Jews 
would “logically” be ruled out from citizenship! (Christian 
Statesman, Vol. 49, No. 4.) 

A modern Cotton Mather, the Rev. S. E. Young (Pres- 
byterian) of Brooklyn, May 22, demanded “American party 
platforms that embody the principles of the Ten Command- 
ments and the Sermon on the Mount, acknowledgment of God 
in political gatherings by prayer and otherwise.” 

Possibly the most extreme position is that taken by the 
so-called Witness Committee of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, which in its literature demands that our republic 
be made over into a theocracy. We read: “A National Ideal: 
The King, the Lord Jesus Christ; The Law, the Bible; The 
Subjects: 100,000,000 Americans.” Exactly the Puritan 
conception of A.D. 1620! The same committce demands 
religious instruction in the public schools. 

Much of the literature put forth in the United States 
during the late war was of the Puritan type. In a “Liberty 
Loan Sunday” pamphlet “a presentation of the. essen(tally 
religious character of the Nation’s war” was offered to the 
entire Church of America. In this pamphlet we read the 
following statements: “The warfare to which America is 
called is so missionary that investment in the bonds is a re- 
ligious act — participating in a crusade against oppression.” 
“The issues of this war are, to an unprecedented degree, moral 
and finally religious, and they call, therefore, preeminently, 
for the rallying of our spiritual force from the start.” (Quoted 
from Henry Churchill King of Oberlin College.) We read 
in the “sermonic suggestions” contained in this pamphlet: 
“If America continues the war as she has commenced it, not 
to get, but to give, not to subjugate, but to liberate, America 
will be Afesstanic.” 

Now that the war is over, we find that the League of 
Nations and Treaty of Peace are treated from the same point 
of view. According to Dr. John Kelman, of New York, “our 
entire warfare was in order to preserve alive the principles 
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of Christianity upon earth”; in other words, we fought to 
make the world safe for Calvinism. Dr. Kelman says: : “We 
are actually adopting the ideals of the kingdom of God as 
a national policy, pledging our republic to the unselfish teach- 
ing of the Son of Man.” ‘This with reference to the Peace 
Treaty, which treats all Central Europeans as “children of 


the devil” (Mr. Keynes, British economist). 


Bui the out-and-out Puritan is yet to be heard from. 
He holds that the League of Nations is contrary to the “teach- 
ings of Almighty God” because it does not go far enough, 
since the Germans otight to be utterly destroyed and only 
Christians should be members of the League! ‘This is the 
position set forth by a writer in the J/anufacturers’ Record. 
The article makes this statement: “The League of Nations 
is in direct disobedience to the commands of God as given 
many centuries ago to His people when He delivered them 
from their oppressors, and delivered into the hands of Ilis 
people those enemies of His who had defied Him and worked 
abominations in His sight. ‘When the Lord, thy God, shall 
deliver them before thee, then shalé thou smite them, and 
utterly destroy them; thou shalt make no covenant with them, 
nor show mercy to them.’” Further on we read: “Among 
the 32 members of the League of Nations are many pagan 
nations. The United States, a Christian nation, with only 
one vote in a total of 32, would certainly be ‘unequally yoked 
together with unbclievers,’ in disobedience of the command of 
God. The offense would be increased when Germany, the 
great worker of abominations, is admitted as a member of 
the League of Nations and a subscriber to, and beneficiary of, 
the Covenant.” Puritan intolerance survives in all its im- 
practical fanaticism in these sentences. The impossible’ and 
un-Scriptural Calvinistic doctrine that secular government 
shall be administered according to Mosaic law is here applied 
to world politics, even as the milder forms of Puritanism, 
which regard Jesus as Lawgiver of nations, found frequent 
expression in the literature of the war. 


In Conclusion. 


We have devoted much space to the subject of Puritanism. 
But the issue is worth the attention we have bestowed upon it. 
As concerns the history of the older Puritanism, we as Lu- 
therans are interested in obtaining a true perspective. ‘The 
fiction, so assiduously circulated of late, that our country owes 
its greatness to Puritanism, and that, by inference, all non- 
Calvinistic churches are’ in essence un-American or, at best, 
reconstructed aliens, needs to be counteracted. The Puritan- 
ism of 1920 is a menace to our popular liberties, as much as 
Romanism, while the essential agreement of Lutheranism with 
the basic doctrines of American freedom, which prescribes for 
all forms of religion, so far as they do not offend against 
morality, not only toleration, but absolule equalily before the 
law, should be evident to all. 

The Lutheran position concerning the relation of State 
and Church is the position of the American Constitution. 
The doctrine of the freedom and independence of both State 
and Church is not merely implied, but plainly expressed and 
repeatedly asserted by Luther and in our confessional writings. 
The 28th Article of the Augsburg Confession declares that 
Church and Government possess distinct powers which must 
not be confounded; that the Church has no right to make 
laws for the State. (John 18,36; Luke12,14; Phil. 3, 2; 
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2 Cor. 10,4.) The Apology of the Augsburg Confession dis- 
tinctly says that the Gospel does not announce any Jaws for 
national or international affairs; that to make such laws is 


‘the function of Government alone; that any one who tries 


to make the laws of Moses the law of the country is “a fanatic 
and a fool”; and that “the Evangelical doctrine docs not 
legislate for the State, but preaches forgiveness of sins and 
builds the spiritual kingdom in the hearts of those who 
believe.” G. 








Eniinrial. 


Crime. 


An Avarmina Sitvationx.— Do you remember the time 
when the papers used to issue “extras” about “Suicide in West 
End Hotel” and “Cashier of Italian Restaurant Held Up” —? 
when they would print in scare-heads three inches high the an- 
nouncement of a murder? That was ten and fifteen years ago. 
Last week we saw in a big-city daily the report of a murderous 


_ brawl printed on the fourth inside page, and the story of a 


$50,000 robbery was given two inches. Nothing so well illus- 
trates the relative commonness of crime then and now. We have 
become. accustomed to the nightly murder detailed to us over 
the breakfast coffee. When a day passes without a pay-roll 
robbery, we begin to feel that a strange lethargy has come over 
the local criminal element. Unless a robbery involves sums 
running into seven figures, the Associated Press no longer scems 
to consider the item as possessing any news value. Murders are 
reported to out-of-town papers only if there is some striking 
circumstance, such as a girl being slashed to ribbons with a 
razor, or a dismembered body being found in a trunk. There 
has never been such a wave of crime. 

Look at the statistics. Even a decade or two ago the record 
of felonies in our country placed it culturally on a level with 
Sardinia and Corsica. In 1907 there were in New York City 


alone 35,289 robberies, involving a loss of $15,000,000. That 


same year the expenses incurred by the same city for the con- 
trol and punishment of crime amounted to $30,000,000. The en- 
tire country was in 1906 under a total expense of $1,076,000,000 
on the same account. And those were the days when the boys 
would still call out an “extra” when a homicide was committed. 
Even then there were 118 murders committed in the United 
States for every million inhabitants, while in Germany there 
were 4 and in England 8. Ten years ago the stealing of auto- 
mobiles began to figure in the police reports. In 1915 more 
than 2,000 machines were stolen in Chicago alone, and of these 
522 disappeared entirely. (In that year 27 chronic automobile 
thieves were indicted, but not one was punished.) Figures for 
1920 are not at hand, but in our city, at least, the stealing of 
cars has become so common that such losses are no longer re- 
ported in the papers. 

There are enough murders committed in the United States 
each year to depopulate a small city. There is no land under 
the sun classed as civilized (let alone, “Christian”) where there 
are so many crimes of violence as in the United States. Ray- 
mond D. Fosdick has recently written a book, entitled American 
Police Sustems. Read it at your public library; it is worth 
while. Mr. Fosdick proves that Chicago has more murders than 
all of England. There are six times as many in Chicago as in 
London, making the proportion 18 to 1, since London is three 
times as large. St. Louis had 1,244 automobile thefts in 1918, 
while Liverpool, a city of the same size, had 10. Chicago had 
4,316, London 290. St. Louis had eleven times the number of 





homicides that Liverpool had. Chicago has 22 robberies for - 
every one robbery in London. And England is in great excite- 
ment about its own “crime wave.” 

Were the lions, panthers, and man-eating tigers in Lincoln 
Park released and permitted to roam at will, scarcely an eye in 
Chicago would slumber to-night. Yet this same city and every 
greater city is now infested with hundreds of desperate crim- 
inals, infinitely more crafty and dangerous to human life. They 
rounded up 1,000 in Chicago one day last week by a special 
drive, in an effort to diminish crime. Every night in the year, 
thousands of human hyenas are prowling about in every part of 
our country, ready to destroy human life for the sake of a ten- 
dollar bill. They used to slug their victims with a bludgeon; 
now they discharge, upon the slightest provocation, their auto- 
matic, which is simply a pocket-size machine-gun. 

To this record of violence we must add the enormous cal- 
endar of crimes involving fraud and dishonesty, the activities 
of a class of human vipers, habitual criminals who by means of 
fraudulent deals, large and small, by blackmail and kidnaping, 
destroy the happiness of many thousands, and whom hardly 
ever any law touches. What a harvest of tears, distress, in- 
sanity, and suicide! 

* * # 

Tue Foreigner. — Of course, the foreigner! Why did we 
not think of him at once? Ultimately, it is not America at 
all that is to be blamed for this send of crime. It’s the 
immigrant. 

But in that case we should be able to prove that the nurs- 
eries of crime are overseas. In the case of certain Southern 
European countries this holds good. When the statistics of 
England revealed one homicide for every 178,000 population, 
and Prussia one for every 100,000, the Church States in Italy 
showed one homicide for every 750. In 1912, Palermo Province 
(two million inhabitants) registered 693 murders, London (seven 
millions) 19. But the great bulk of Europe showed no such un- 
favorable proportion. Besides, our laws specifically exclude 
immigrants who have been convicted of a felony. 

Statistics absolutely disprove the charge that the immi- 
grant is to blame for the excessive criminal record of our 
country. In 1906, of all homicides in the United States, 
43 per cent. were committed by native white, 37 per cent. by 
negroes, and only 16% per cent. by foreign-born. Of all persons 
imprisoned for any crime or misdemeanor, the records show 
3,395 per million native-born and only 3,270 per million 


foreign-born. 
* * * 


Now comes our friend, Mr. Weisenheimer, and senten- 
tiously proclaiins that the cause for these conditions must be 
sought in the inefficiency of our courts, in fact, of our entire 
system of criminal procedure. The Independent (a Weisen- 
heimer organ) in 1907 pointed out the remarkable fact that 


- whereas of the 567 homicides in Germany, 95 per cent. were 


followed by conviction, of the 10,500 homicides in our country 
only 114 per cent. were followed by convictions. These figures 
are indeed startling. The Independent declared that “We have 
no police system in the United States, Germany has such a sys- 
tem,” — Belgium likewise, also England. The Globe-Democrat 
(St. Louis) this week says that “innumerable technicalities 
stand in the way of the administration of justice,” and suggests 
that no technicalities should be admitted, majority votes of 
juries should suffice for verdicts, and reversals by higher courts 
be reduced to a minimum. All of which is very true. 
Criminals and crooks are coddled, nursed, encouraged by 
easily procured bonds and paroles. No’ hold-up man needs to 
lose a night’s work, since, if apprehended, the professional bonds- 
man is there to bail him out. If he fails of this, as rarely 
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happens, he is housed in a jail which is furnished with every 
modern convenience, equal in most respects to a $3-a-day hotel, 
— library titted with library chairs, potted plauts, tlowers daily 
renewed from the parks, mural paintings, and what not. 

Mr. Weisenheimer, Jr., here chimes in and points out the 
promiscuous carrying of concealed weapons. He refers to a 
Long Island police magistrate who issued pistol permits whole- 
sale, in blank; 500 since January 1, many of which found their 
way into the hands of professional gunmen. 

Finally, there is the fine old parade horse, Heredity, which 
- js trotted out at frequent intervals to account for the prevalence 
of crime. These stick-up men and safe-blowers,— they can’t 
help it, the poor dears; they are born that way. The criminal 
instinct is in them. The place for them is a sanitarium, not 
a prison or, indeed, the gallows; they need a physician and a 
trained nurse, not the hangman. _ 

So far the Weisenhcimers. 

Well, as for the born criminal, we have the word of De- 
tective Pinkerton who told the International Convention of 
Chiefs of Police at Toronto that there are no hereditary crim- 
inals. And this opinion is borne out by facts known to every 
one. The most atrocious murders and criminal assaults are 
frequently committed by persons normal in every respect. Even 
murderers with a record of ten and twelve deaths have not, in 
spite of the most thorough psycho-analysis, presented any ab- 
normal features, whether of mind or body. Also the moral 
faculties were there, though atrophied. 

And the courts, the delays of the law, the continuances, 
ehanges of venue, reversals, repriecves, and pardons, — un- 
doubtedly there is much rottenness here. As a church-paper 
the LutuHeran Witsyess is not able to pronounce a definite 
opinion or suggest a cure. But, after all, why should these 
faults in our system of criminal procedure male criminals, 
when both the laws of God in heaven and the laws of men on 
earth proclaim to man the awfulness of crime and its penaltics 
“unto the last farthing”? Weak administration of justice offers 
an inducement to crime; but it does not create, is not n cause of 
crime. Where is the cause? 

* * * 

Tne Wanr.— Undoubtedly, immorality and felonies have 
increased as a result of the war. It is the same story in all 
countries. In 1917, juvenile delinquency in England had in- 
creased 34 per cent. over 1914. In Germany, the statistics of 
1918 showed an increased number of murders committed by 
boys and youths, and there was a sharp increase in juvenile 
burglary and highway robbery. Even in 1916 there had been 
nearly double the number of juvenile convictions recorded in 
1915. Four years of war had increased juvenile criminality in 
Berlin threefold over 1914. In the first six months of war there 
was a general increase of about 20 per cent..in the number of 
felonies committed in the United States. The first six months 
of 1918 showed an increase of 50 per cent. in the lynchings re- 
ported. In March, 1918, the Missouri Children’s Code Com- 
mission said that the average delinquent of eighteen years is 
now “well developed in his criminal tendencies,” and that the 
average criminal is under twenty-five, and many are under 
‘eighteen and younger. In many States an alarming increase of 
lawlessness was noted at the game time, until we now have 
a reign of violence which has no parallel in any country of 
the globe. 

That this increase in immorality and in crimes against life 
and property must at least in part be laid at the door of the 
world’s war makers, cannot be doubted. Not only is war always 
horribly demoralizing, but our country especially has suffered 
through an undue extension of the principle that “all things are 
right in war? We know now what perversions of fact the 
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official government censorship connived at; and many who know 
this have been hardened in their disrespect for law. Then there 
was that legal monster, “constructive treason,” and frequently 
official connivance in atrocities committed on persons suspected 
of “constructive treason.” When government openly supports 
lawbreakers in time of war, it bears its share of the responsi- 
bility for the condition of lawlessness thereby engendered. 
. * * * 


AREAS OF INFECTION. — However, there are certain forces 
working in our national life which constitute permanent areas 
of infection, cesspools for the breeding of crime. To begin with, 
there is the literature of the day. John W. Eckart, chairman 
of the Chicago Morals Survey ,of Public Schools, says that 
stories of the Nick Carter, Dead Eye Dick, ete., type, which 
make heroes of criminals,- must be blamed for much juvenile 
crime. Adults have read the Rafiles and the J. Rufus Walling- 
ford stories, which exalt clever crooks who fleece farmers and 
sinnll townsmen. The periodicals are full of these stories. 
From the magazine these characters have graduated into the 
drama, spoken and filmed. Many crimes have been directly 
traced to the influence of the theater, especially to the movie 
show. In six plays advertised for the consecutive days of one 
week in a local movie house, the writer noted some gun-play in 
every poster, with a few knifings thrown in for full measure. 
But we shall devote a special article to the modern stage in 
a forthcoming number, and shall conclude this paragraph with 
the observation that of all fomenters of crime and inciters to 
immorality the theater now easily ranks first. 

* * + 


Curses. — How shall the nation rid herself of crime in its 
grosser forms? What shall bo done to guide espccially our ~ 
youth in the ways of honesty and righteousness? Various 
suggestions are made. Many of our people know no better 
curb for crime than—more laws. Of 7,613 national banks 
throughout the country in 1915, 2,748 were charging usurious 
rates of interest. This, of course, is a crime, as much as safe- 
blowing. What is to be done? Why, Congress must enact anti- 
usury legislation. A New York labor official extorts a million 
dollars from contractors; we must, again, have more stringent 
laws. Fake oil-well promoters ficece the public, —let us have 
Blue Sky laws in every State. And so on. But any one can 
see that more laws will not suffice to alter the attitude of our 
professional criminals, both those wearing masks and those 
wearing claw-hammer coats, towards the law. 

So let us uplift the public. Let us have municipal theaters. 
An Englishman visiting St. Louis actually pronounced the local 
municipal theater a remedial agency for the unsettled popular 
mind. In Chicago playgrounds have been established in con- 
gested districts as a “humanizing agency” calculated to eradi- 
eate the gang-spirit in boys. St. Louis followed this example, 
likewise expecting these playgrounds to become “crime re- 
ducers.” But in both cities the number of children sent to 
the reform schools has steadily and most alarmingly increased. 

From Philadelphia, some years ago, came the dispatch an- 
nouncing the success of surgery .as a corrective of abnormal 
conditions. By operating on the brains and cyes young crim- 
inals were made “normal.” 

We shall not deny that there may be some good in these 
and other attempts to supply a remedy for physiological and 
social conditions favorable to crime. But over against the 
situation as it exists, these means are about as effective as a 
feather-duster against a battery of machine-guns. 

Educators twenty years ago said: “We are raising in this 
country a crop of anarchists.” The crop has now matured; 
for all this lawlessness is simply an expression of anarchy, of 
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disregard for basic moral principle. The cry has now gone 
forth for Religious Education. And this, indeed, is the only 
cure. <As for the criminals now rendering life and property 
unsafe, — God knows how we shall ever cause them to reforin 
their ways. Let us take care of the growing generation. It is 


_very evident that there is something radically wrong with 


American education. | It trains the intellect, but not the heart; 
the hands, but not conscience. Ieligion must be the basic and 
permeating clement in education. But here the tremendous 
difficulty arises that the American state cannot teach religion. 
And so there is only one solution for this problem, and that is 
the teaching ministry of the Church. Respect for law is en- 
eendered only where conscience is trained to distinguish right 
and wrong, and to recognize the sinfulness of sin. And this 
presumes instruction in religion, which teaches the relation of 
man tu his God. Nor is this sufficient. Religion must bring 


man into right relation with God. It must work a change in’ 


views and cunvictions, it must convert, regenerate, and sanctify 
the heart. The cause of all crime is sin, and for sin a positive 
and sure remedy has been found. “Ihe blood of Jesus Christ, 
ILis Son, eleanseth us from all sin.” <All other means, — play- 
grounds, good housing, and all legal remedies, such as the cor- 
rection of certain abuses in court procedure, — while good in 
themselves and necessary, are only palliatives. The Church has 
the cure for crime. Where the Gospel is preached, especially 
where the young are instructed in Christian day-schools, the 
inost effective, yes, the only infallible remedy for sin, im- 
morality, and crime is being applied. And inasmuch as 
churches preach man-made doctrines or neglect the young, they 
are responsible for that bloody phantasmagoria of crime which 
now sickens our heart every morning as we open the daily paper 
at our breakfast table. Let us, at least, be what our Lord in- 
tends Eis Christians to be, the Salt of the Earth and the Light 
of the World. These are evil days. Satan is loosed. Let Chris- 
tians depart from every worker of iniquity. G. 

Present-Day Moral Conditions in America. — Speakers 
and writers who affect the optimistic tone are still trying to 
keep up pleasant illusions by writing and speaking as if the 
American people had experienced a very regeneration by means 
of this late war. In order to reconcile us to the fearful 
calamity and the horrible chastisement through which we have 
just passed, they laud the war as a very means of grace. 

But what are the facts? 

When the facts are squarcly faced, we are forced to con- 
fess that moral conditions were never worse in America than 
they are to-day. Crime wave upon crime wave of embezzlement, 
defalcation, forgery, burglary, bank-robbing, train-robbing, 
murder, and arson have swept over our country. Our city 
streets have never been so unsafe, and human life has never 
been so uncertain. Appalling conditions of graft, deception, 
and misappropriation of funds have come to light in the highest 
government circles. J. F. Richardson, an investigator for the 
Congressional committee, testified that defective steel-forgings 
for Shipping Board vessels were fixed up to pass the official test 
in the following way: The test required that a hole one inch 
in diameter was to be bored into each forging to determine the 
quality of the steel. Inferior forgings were “doctored” by hav- 
ing good steel plugs, two inches in diameter and six inches 
deep, inserted in them in such fashion as to conceal the fraud. 
Then the test hole was bored into these high-class plugs, “with 
the result that the forging was passed by the inspectors and 
accepted for use in a vessel of the Shipping Board.” We may 
cite also the case of another contractor who had a large strip 
of steel forgings bearing the stamps of inspectors. “The strip 
was cut up, and the inspector’s stamp was welded on to defective 


‘ forgings with which vessels of the Shipping Board were 
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equipped. Instances of this kind were numerous.” In many 
Cases, it was asserted, the supplies are purchased from brokers, 
who add a profit of from 25 to 40 per cent., give gratuities to 


masters and stewards in the form of “free Juunches, free auto- - 


mobiles, free liquor, free entertainment,” cte., and charge them 
with the price of supplies. 

Not us an isolated oecurrence, but as one instance of many, 
au writer in the Presbyterian records the following: “Some 
months ago a woman in New York went down-town and saw 
a valuable sealskin coat in a store window that took her fancy. 
She had the garment sent home for inspection. When her 
husband came home at night, she asked him to buy it. He de- 
clined, saying, ‘If I did so, I would have to steal from my em- 
ployer and go to prison” From that time she ‘sulked,’ and 
nf{terwards wept, but not for her sins, but because her husband 
refused to purchase the sealskin coat., When he returned home 
the next day, he found his wife on the flovr writhing in agony. 


_ She had made an attempt on her life, but recovered. This is not 


an isolated case on the part of young married women. who de- 
mand that they be clothed as millionaires and their homes be 
furnished as richly as their parents’ who took thirty years to do it.” 

The State Legislature of New York passed a bill appropriat- 
ing a large sum of money for the purpose of investigating 
scandals in New York in the matter of building homes for the 


people. We are now told that there is a scheme on foot to fleece 


the people on coal. Railroad men tell us that the “gougers” 
have hidden coal cars so as to create a greater scarcity and 
compel the people to pay their price. 

No, the war has not left us a better America, but an Amcrica 
much worse than before the war. The war was not a means 
of grace. 

America needs nothing so much to-day as teachers und 
preachers of that Word by which sinners are called to repent- 
anee and faith in Jesus Christ is created. “Neither is there 
suilvation in any other!” S. 

Our Educational and Missionary Budget. — Referring to 
the comparative statement, in a recent issue, of contributions of 
tue Reformed churches and our own to home missions and edu- 
cation, a brother asks whether it might not somewhat relieve the 
impression conveyed if the sacrifices which our people make for 
their parochial schools were figured in with “Education.” It 
surely would. We have frequently referred to these expendi- 
tures, which in the aggregate cannot be less than a million dol- 
lars annually. However, let us be perfectly honest and admit 
that the local expenditures of the Reformed congregations oc- 
casioned through the lack of parochial school teachers are very 
great, and should also be considered, if we begin to appraise the 
cost of childhood training as differentiated from the educational 
institutions (colleges, seminaries, ete.) of the church. Indeed, 
we have in mind, a long time since, an article demonstrating 
the fact that our parochial school training is the cheapest of all; 


but our space in LUTHERAN WITNESS is mortgaged for months to 


come, and that article must wait. We shall here say only that 
a Sunday-school which is “run” on up-to-date principles is by 
no means the inexpensive affair people imagine it to be. But, 
aside from this, if we introduce the factor of primary education 
into the comparison, we must, in order, once more, to be per- 
fectly fair towards other denominations, not ignore, in the 
statement of expenses incurred by missionary work, the foreign 
mission field. What are the facts? The Census of Religious 
Bodies published this year gives us these figures: 


Synodieal Conference, .777,701 members. Foreign Mis- 
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Congregationalists, 791,000 members. Foreign Missions, 
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The ratio to all missionary expenses is, for the Congrega- 
tionalists, 47 per cent. for forcign missions, or almost one-half 
of all missionary offerings; for our body, 2.4 per cent. Other 
bodies compare as follows, the percentages indicating the ratio 
of gifts for foreign missions to all missionary contributions: 
Mennonites, 76 per cent.; Presbyterians U.S. A., 28 per cent.; 
Episcopalians, 18 per cent.; Baptists, 16 per cent.; Disciples, 
34 per cent. Of all Protestant bodies, the Synodical Conference 
ranks lowest in proportion of gifts for work in the heathen field 
— 2.4 per cent. , 

The reason for this disproportion is lack of information 
and lack of system in collecting moneys. This twofold lack 
was recognized by our Synod when assembled at Detroit, and 
the agencies have been created which, in the course of time, 
will — of that we do not entertain any doubts whatsoever — 
work a salutary change. Few of our people have a conception 
of the greatness of foreign mission effort of the Reformed bodies. 
Our work, by comparison, is very small indeed. But let the 
newly created agencies function according to the expressed will 
of Synod, and we shall find that a great interest in home and 
foreign missions will be engendered among our people, and that 
contributions will come in generous measure, not only from con- 
gregations here and there, but from the great mass of our people, 
commensurate with their wealth and with their Christian en- 
lightenment. Of that we entertain not the least doubts. But 
for the present, let us recognize the situation exactly as it is. 
Only harm is done by blinding ourselves to the actual status. 

G. 


The Church Which Does Little or Nothing. — The Lu- 
theran Church Herald reports the following about the Nor- 
wegian Lutheran Church of America: “Last year’s records show 
that there were 726 congregations in our Church which did not 
contribute anything to home missions, 737 gave nothing to 
foreign missions, 973 nothing to charities, and 743 scem to have 
forgotten all about the general treasury. In spite of this we 
happened to get enough for the budget; but we hope that these 


congregations will not draw the conclusion that accordingly it- 


is not necessary for them to do anything the coming year, and 


figure that some way or other the money will be forthcoming 


from other sources.” 

In explanation of such conditions the Herald offers the 
following: “Some of these congregations may be mission- 
congregations, which believe that as long as they cannot pay 
their own expenses, they should not be expected to pay to the 
church funds. In nearly all of these mission-congregations 
there are men who may be fairly well to do and can easily 
afford to contribute some to the funds of the Church, and it is 
one of the duties of the pastor to educate them in their Chris- 
tian duties of stewardship. In every mission-congregation the 
pastor should get the members to subscribe for church papers 
and give them a chance to do their share in the general mission- 
work of the Church. But among these seven hundred and more 
congregations there are many old, well-established congregations 
ready to give something if asked to do so. We cannot imagine 
any congregation which would be so absolutely dead to the in- 
terests of the kingdom of God that they would refuse to give at 
least a little to missions if an offering was announced.” 

Flowever it be, it seems to us that this is a very large pro- 
portion of congregations that do very little for missions, synod, 
and charities. We wish that we could believe that there is some 
mistake about these statistics. Church life, church interest, and 
church activity seem to be at a very low’ebb in many of these 
organizations. We shall, of course, never reach that point 
where every member in every congregation does even the better 
part of his duty, and where every congregation of Synod takes 
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the proper interest in Synod’s work, but we should not carelessly 
and stolidly submit to such conditions. We must continue to 
instruct, to admonish, and to encourage so that there may be 
fruits in the vineyard of the Lord. God has given us His 
promise that our labors shall not be in vain in the Lord. 
Timidity and the fear of men will do much to harm the work. 


Behold how Satan and the ungodly again and again tempt 
the children of God to wickedness to their own ruin, and how 
they often finally succeed! If they are untiring in their 
nefarious work, shall we grow weary of well-doing? Shall we 
not again and again invite, encourage, and incite those who are 
called Christians to abound in all good works? 

How much harm has come to families because there was 
no Christian periodical in the home which the children could 
read! How much harm has come to schools and churches be- 
cause ‘there was no one there to encourage the members to in- 
erense in every good work and thus have the churches and: 
schools grow, prosper, and develop to the utmost! The time is 
short, God’s commandment is clear, His promise is infallible. 
Let us, then, ourselves take an earnest interest in the affairs of 
God’s kingdom, and as long as there is a congregation that is 
not doing its duty, as long as there is a member who is neglect- 
ing his Christian duties, let us cry and call and not spare, and 
let us pray God to bless these our efforts so that some of these 
“desert places may bloom as the rose.” Ss. 


Bitter Fruits of Unionism. — It is not an casy matter to 
refuse the hand of fellowship to many.who seem to be Christians, 
but still insist upon practising fraternal fellowship with error- 
ists. The thought may sometimes occur to us: “Why be so 
severe in dealing with some misguided souls who arc still sincere 
and upright, but have not come to the entire light?” 

Even Luther in his day felt and expressed his pain and 
sorrow that doctrinal differences separated him from many 
with whom he could have wished to walk hand in hand. But, 
after all, we must do what Luther did, we must prefer God’s ° 
plain direction and positive, definite instructions to our own 
feelings and sympathies; and God has told us that if we are 
to be His children and He is to be our Father, then we must 
be separate, not only from false teachers, but also from those 
who countenance, support, and encourage error. 

But besides this positive direction from the Lord of the 
Church Himself, we see also many bitter fruits which come of 
fellowshiping errorists. Those who are in churches where false 
teaching and erroncous notions are tolerated must sce their 
means and money used in support of movements which are posi- 
tively antagonistic to their faith and to their Savior. How 
often we find people in the Roman Catholic Church declaring 
that they do not agree with much of the doctrine and practise 
of that church! No doubt, in many cases these people are 
sincere. They themselves regret that they are yoked together 
with fanatics, dreamers, errorists, and with those who com- 
mercialize religion, but their unionism forees them to remain 
in this company and to become partakers of all these sins and 
heresies. 

Had Luther in his day given the hand of fellowship to 
Zwingli and other fanatics, he would thereby have become co- 
guilty with them of their crudities, their fanaticism, and that 
subtle poison whereby to this day the Reformed sects are vitiated 
and corrupted. And even in our day we find many in the de- 
nominations which surround us complaining of the false teachers 
in their schools, the heretics in their pulpits, and the unbelief 
that is scattered broadcast in their Sunday-schools and churches 
through literature edited by men of corrupt minds and antag- 
onists to the faith once delivered to the saints. 

How bitterly did many of these poor people regret that 
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“they were drawn into the Interchurch World Movement! And 
even now they are called upon to help pay for that egregious 
piece of nonsense and anti-Christian propaganda. It is like 
being forced to pay to support a man who lives in your home 
for the very purpose of ruining that home. Read the following, 
which speaks of the Gencral Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church trying to pay off the enormous debt grafted upon it by 

_ the Interchurch World Movement: — , 

‘ “The Moderator of the General Assembly, Dr. S. S. Palmer, 
has sent a letter to all pastors, asking them to request a special 
free-will offering of one dollar a member to liquidate the debt 
of one million dollars which the General Assembly owes New 
York banks on account of money advanced to the Interchurch 
World Movement. It is reported thirty denominations have 
already paid their debt in full or in part, including payment 
by the Methodist Church of one million dollars. The Pres- 
byterians and Baptists owe the largest share yet unpaid. 
Officers of the New Era Movement who are charged with the 
responsibility by the Executive Commission of raising this one 
million dollars, point out that a large number of persons will 
have to give more than one dollar apiece in order to make the 
average that sum.” 

How thankful we should be for Luther’s and our fathers’ 
stand against unionism! Obedience and gratitude to God and 
appreciation of the purity of the Gospel ought to make us strong 
against all the allurements of this ruinous pestilence, unionism. 


Ss. 


Tracts Are Still in Place.— Preachers, congregations, 
and church-workers dare not forget the importance of using 
tracts at the right time and in the right manner. The occasion 
for a tract is usually this, that one or more, and perhaps a great 
multitude of people, have somehow become intensely interested 
in a certain religious question. How this interest was aroused 
is of little consequence. Some fanatic, some heretic, some mis- 
guided person has been influenced to think, and to think much, 
upon the peculiar phase of a certain question. Who does not 
know that at times immersionism is discussed with intense in- 
terest over a whole section of country? In another place there 
is some notable conversion to Catholicism. Elsewhere some 
healer is having success. In another neighborhood the Spir- 
itists are creating a hubbub, still in another place Chiliasm 
seems to experience a resurrection. Wherever such a pool is 
being stirred, by good or evil powers, there is the place for 
a tract. ; 

And if nothing at all is stirring, let us ourselves do some 
moving of waters by means of a tract. 

But have we tracts upon every religious subject that may 
create discussion? ‘There may not be a tract upon every possible 
subject or upon every phase of every subject, but if you will 
examine the eighty tracts published by our Publishing House, 
and the twenty odd additional Lutheran Witness Tracts for 
sale by the same house, and its twenty-four brief essays known 
as Tracts on the Creed, you will find perhaps every subject that 
‘Ig discussed by the laymen of the different denominations. If 
you are in earnest in your warfare against the devil, the world, 
and the flesh, then make sure that you are acquainted with your 
ammunition. Jf you are in earnest when you pray: “Thy king- 
dom come,” then, do not allow the seed from which the kingdom 
of God grows to lie in the granary. Do not let the devil tire 
you with such a thought and idle question as this: What good 
will it do? 

God’s Word will do much good. It never returns void, and 
if you cannot find the right tract, see to it that a tract to suit 


the purpose is written and published. Ammunition and seed - 


is not made for magazines and storehouses. The ammunition is 
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to be fired, and the seed is to be sown; and we preachers, teach- 
ers, and laymen are to do the firing and the sowing. Help some 
neighbor or friend, help some parent of your Sunday-school 
scholars, help some adult catechumen to read the right tract 
upon the theme that is agitating their minds. God Himself will 
do the rest, and God is still unsurpassable at His work.  S. 
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A TOUR OF WESTERN CANADA. 


On Sunday evening, November 7, Mr. Horst and the under- 
signed, commissioned by the Board of Directors, left for Western 
Canada in order to investigate the field for the erection of a 
college as resolved by the last Synod. 

We first went via St. Paul, Minnesota, to Winnipeg, Mani- 
toba, which is the metropolis of Western Canada and 458 miles 
distant from St. Paul. Here we greeted our brethren and heard 
their opinion as to the college. In Winnipeg our Synod owns 
two beautiful church-buildings and maintains two well-equipped 
day-schools, which are the more important for all of Canada, 
since they are our only schools which are at present in operation 
in the western part of the Dominion. 

We left Winnipeg Tuesday evening for Saskatoon, Sas- 
katchewan. This city lies 475 miles west of Winnipeg on a vast 
plain and is intersected by the mighty Saskatchewan River. It 
numbers about 30,000 inhabitants, is the geographical center of 
all Western Canada, is traversed by all the trunk lines of the 
Canadian railroad system, and is the home of the university 
of the province. : 

At Saskatoon we were received by a large committee ap- 
pointed by our congregations and pastors of Saskatchewan and 
Manitoba, with whom we conferred for two days, and who 
showed us that, according to their judgment, Saskatoon is the 
proper place for a college serving all Western Canada, in spite 
of the fact that at present our congregations in the Saskatoon 
region are but few and far between. They furthermore pointed 
out that if only Saskatchewan and Manitoba were to be con- 
sidered, Regina would be the proper place, because in the 
vicinity of this city there are many and large congregations. 

Wednesday evening we left our brethren in Saskatoon and 
boarded the train for Edmonton. This city is 326 miles west of 
Saskatoon. It is the capital and educational center of Alberta, 
numbering about 60,000 inhabitants, and contends with Calgary 
for the honor of being the metropolis of the province. Our 
Synod is well represented in this district. 

After our arrival on Thursday evening, we first visited 
various sites offered for the new college. One of these locations 
on the high banks of the swift Saskatchewan River, which 
picturesquely winds through the city, especially appealed 
to us. More so, as from this point our church, the university, 
and the heart of the city are easily reached. We likewise viewed 
some buildings near our church where the students could tem- 
porarily be housed. ‘ 

In the afternoon we drove out to Stony Plain, a large 
country parish, which was organized by the Reverend E. Eber- 
hardt 27 years ago, who is still the faithful shepherd of this 
flock and who has established various missions in this section 
of Alberta. 

Saturday and Monday were appointed for conferences in 
Edmonton. With few exceptions all pastors of Alberta and 
British Columbia, each accompanied by a lay-delegate, were 
present. The greater part of the time was spent in deliberat- 
ing on the college matter. By means of large maps we were 
enabled to review the entire field and weigh the reasons voiced 
by the brethren why in their opinion the school should be 
placed in Edmonton. 

All pastors when reporting on their work greatly deplored 
that they were prevented from maintaining a regular parochial 
school. They, however, resort to the best means at hand under 
the prevailing circumstances by teaching the children in the 
lt sek i on Saturdays, and during the vacations of the public 
schools. 

Many of our missionaries in Canada have a very hard task, 
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as they are obliged to live in great solitude, away from civiliza- 
tion, and to serve small stations scattered far and wide. It is 
impossible to serve these strenuous charges for a great length 
of time. The Mission Board, therefore, sees to it that the pas- 
tors are enlled to another field in due season. It is, on the other 
hand, detrimental to our work, if missionaries without sufficient 
cause accept a call to the United States. 

Aside from the college question much other important busi- 
ness was transacted, in which the lay-members indicated their 
lively interest by participating in the discussions. Here in 
Edmonton as well as in Saskatoon the conference resolved to 
give the college its undivided and unanimous support regardless 
of whether it be erected in Saskatchewan or Alberta. — The 
mayor of the city also addressed us, assuring us that Edmonton 
would consider it an honor if it were chosen as the location for 
our school. 

The intervening Sunday was a great day. From far and 
near the brethren and sisters in-the faith gathered together at 
this remote corner of the carth and three times filled to its ut- 
most capacity a spacious hall, listening with keen attention to 
the sermons and addresses on synodical activities, and joyfully 
joining in the singing of our mighty Reformation hymns. 

Monday evening, November 15, we left Edmonton in a 
southerly direction and stopped for a few hours in Wetaskiwin 
in order to mect the members of our local congregation. After 
midnight, we continued our journey to Calgary, 200 miles from 
Edmonton. This city is the gateway to the Canadian Rockies 
and lies near an immense irrigation-block. Our Synod here 
numbers three congregations whose history has been full of 
changes. Here we were received and entertained by good 
friends. 

Tuesday evening we took the train to Regina, 470 miles cast. 
of Calgary, situated in the midst of the most fertile land of all 
Western Canada. Regina is the capital of Saskatchewan. About 
a year ago one of our men was called to this city and here estab- 
lished a preaching-station. We were also greeted by some pas- 
tors and lay-members of this vicinity. The Commercial Club of 
the city offered us sites near the Parliament Building for our 
college, and introduced us to the Premier of the province, who 
was well pleased when hearing our mission. 

From Regina we returned home via St. Paul. The distance 
drom Regina to St. Paul is 770 miles. In St. Paul we conferred 
with members of the Mission Board of the Minnesota District 
anent the location of the college. 

Canada is a large and extensive country. We traveled 
4,000 miles. It is astonishing what immense tracts of land have 
been brought under cultivation in so short a time, what beauti- 
ful, magnificent cities have been built, and what a wonderful 
net of railroads has been spun. over this vast territory. But 
nbove all we praise the goodness of our Lord that through the 
work of our missionaries many wells have been dug in this 
northern clime from which children of God drink and satisfy 
the thirst of their souls. 

It is meet to mention here that Mr. Horst on our trip not 
only proved his efficiency in judging sites and put to use his 
experience in matters pertaining to the erection of buildings. 
but above all continually availed himself of the opportunity of 
bringing the synodical matters in general and the aims of the 
L. L. L. in particular before the many lay-members we came in 
touch with on our journey, so that his visit will be a lasting 
blessing for Canada. 

We shall report extensively to the Board of Directors at 
its next meeting, and we believe that the location of the colle:e 
will soon be determined, thereby carrying out Synod’s resolu- 


tion, which is that the new institution be opened in the fall of ° 


the year 1921. 
Chicago, Tll., November 26, 1920. 


A NEW WORKER FOR INDIA. 


The tuwn of Orange, N. J., silhouetted in the clear autumn 
air against the dark background of the Orange Mountains, was 
the scene of an unusual ceremony on Sunday afternoon, No- 
vember 14. Together with representative pastors from various 
parts of the United States a young man was sitting on the plat- 
form of the West Orange high school auditorium ready to take 
upon himesclf the obligation of a missionary to the heathen in 
India. Such a thing bas happened before in our Synod. The 
unusual part of the ceremony was that this young nan is going 
to India as the special representative of Redeemer Church in 
Orange, the Rev. Rudolph S. Ressmeyer, pastor. This church, 
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which has not yet entered upon the teens of its existence and 
ouly recently became self-supporting, has pledged itself for the 
full support of this missionary in the foreign field. 

The new missionary is the Rev. Paul F. Ileckel, formerly 
associate pastor of old St. Matthew’s Church in New York, camp 
pastor at Devens, Mass., and until very recently chaplain in 
the United States Navy. He is the son of Dr. F. C. Heckel and 
a grandson of the sainted Pastor F. Koenig of the old Ninth 
Street (Trinity) Church in the heart of New York’s East Side. 

‘I he local pastor, a classmate of -Pastor Heckel, opened the 
service, and Pastor F. Muchlhaeuser, another classmate, spoke 
the invocation. The ceremony of commissioning this new 
worker for the foreign ficld was conducted by the Rev. Paul 
Roesener, of New York, and the Rev. R. Kretzschmar, of 
St. Louis, the representatives of Synod’s Board for Foreign 
Missions. The charge to the missionary was delivered by Prof. 
G. A. Romoser, on the basis of Ps. 26,6.7, and the charge to 
the fellow-Christians by the Rev. Wm. Dallmaun, of Milwaukee, 
who brought home to the large audience, from Acts 1,8, their 
duty of being witnesses for Christ unto the uttermost parts of 
the earth. The hymns sung by the audience and the Sunday- 
school had a militant ring and a note of joy “according to the 
joy in harvest.” The beauty of the service was enhanced by 
a soprano solo, “My Task,” by Mrs. H. C. Nionka. In the 
absence of an organ Miss Pauline Giesselmann accompanied the 
hymns on the piano. 

Altogether, it was a most solemn and impressive service and 
one that will linger long in the memory of all who attended. 
it were a marvel indeed if what was said and done on thuit 
afternoon did not kindle in the heart of some young man — or 
womin — the resolve to follow in the footsteps of the new 
missionary and go forth as a witness for Christ among the 
heathen, or in the heart of some father or mother the wish to 
dedicate their child to this service, or in the heart of some 
visitor the determination to induce his congregation to emulate 
the example of Redeemer Church of Orange. 

New York. KK. KretzMann. 

GRAFT. 

Within the past few months a most appalling number of 
graft charges have been made, and many of them have already 
been substantiated. Of Inte our metropolitan papers are fling- 
ing charges and countercharges of graft so heavily, involving 
hundreds of millions of dollars, that the situation is staggering. 
New York at present is full of investigating committees and 
commissions, and exposure upon exposure is made. In glancing 
over the pages of the dailies we were reminded of an article 
on the prevalence of graft in the business world which was 
published in 1911. The writer claimed at that time to have 
“ample authority for everything” he said. What he wrote then 
secms to fit our present. only in an intensified degree. 

“Graft runs through the business system of New York from top 
to bottom. It extends even to some undertakers. We had been in 
New York hardly a month as a pastor when an undertaker came 
to us and offered us a ‘rake-off? on every funeral we would get him. 
(We have had the same experience.) Of course, they go to the sex- 
tons as well. We do not know whether they have any agreement 
with the doctors or not. There is not a pair of horses sold on Fifth 
Avenue that the couchman does not get a handsome present from 
the dealer for bringing his employer there. The dealer that puts 
the biggest price to the coachman sells the horses. (‘The same may 
most likely be said of the sale of automobiles.) A grocer who pro- 
vides for many wealthy New York families said that unless the 
cooks were supplied with presents, and some of them with bottles 
of whisky, he would not keep the trade of that house. <A grain 
dealer told us that this was the universal practise in his business. 
With every yacht fitted out in New York City the captain gets 
some handsome presents of clothes and other things. When it comes 
to large contracts, such as furnishing one of the great ocean steamers, 
presents of very great value are given by the party that gets the 
contract to the captain or agent that is influential in the letting 
of it. The same thing runs through the whole list of contracting 
businesses, ... 

“Every investigation has unearthed rotten bones. The Sugar 
Trust was found cheating everybody out of hundreds of thousands 
by short weights. The insurance companies had been robbing policy- 
holders by the thousand. The Pittsburgh scandals of last year (1910) 
involved banks as well as politicians. In San Francisco one man 
after another was convicted. The courts brought judgments of mil- 
lions against the oi] companies. ‘The arbitrators in the coal strike 
found systems of deliberate robbing of the employees going on. Sena- 
tors have been found who have been buying seats, and now at Al- 
bany many are testifying that men connected with the racing in- 
terests were buying Senators..,. So the thing has gone on, and we 
are al] asking, ‘Who next?’ ” 


- 
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To judge by the newspaper seports these same conditions 
are prevalent to-day. The coal situation, the schools, the labor 
situation, — where one man is alleged to have blackmailed 
practically every contractor in New York City, — the shipyards, 
the sugar corporations, public service commissions, in short, 
everything in the business world of our country seems to be 
soaked with graft. Swindle upon swindle and fraud upon fraud 
has been heaped up in the last months in Wall Street, ‘and 
nothing has been done in a situation where many have been 
robbed of millions of dollars by conscienccless, unscrupulous 
shysters. The octopus of graft has extended his tentacles into 
every crook and cranny. Even a relative of the President, it is 
alleged, has not been free of the slime. 


The writer in 1911 stated that young men, too, “find it ex- 
tremely difficult to practise their Christian principles in the 
environment in which they find themselves in shops and offices.” 
It is no better to-day from all reports. 


‘Is graft, and dishonesty, and secret stealing by legal or 
illegal, but concealed methods, and adulteration of goods, and 
watering of stocks, and misrepresentations, and cheating in 
quality of goods and quality of work, and by short measures, 
and by defrauding government, and by withholding taxes, and 
by buying of special privileges from legislatures, and in a hun- 
dred other ways, destroying religion? Since most men have 
got to stay in business to live and support their families, is all 
this becoming so prevalent, so all-pervading, that it is not going 
to be possible for conscientious men to stay in the Church and 
in business at the same time?” 

That was the question raised in 1911, and that is the ques- 
tion that is disturbing the minds of many still. It has become 
exceedingly difficult for a young man to stay in the business 
world and to remain a Christian. Everywhere he is confronted 
with tremendous obstacles. Will religion be destroyed by this 
situation? Not the Christian religion. Even the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against that. But souls are being destroyed 
by the huge machinery which the devil has constructed on the 
props of questionable business methods. And that some of the 
greatest grafters who have been and are being exposed are 
church-members is not the fault of the Christian religion. The 
blame for that lies at the door of those good pulpit orators who 
have been indulging in fine phrases, platitudes, utopian non- 
sense, and vapid moralities these past years instead of the sure 
Word of God, the Law and the Gospel, sin and grace. They are 
now reaping the harvest. Until such false prophets will them- 
selves be honest and either get down to the Bible again and 
preach the Word of God or get out of the Church, until then 
men will continue to hold membership in some church and not 
consider it wrong to indulge in graft and bribery. Indeed, our 
good pulpit orators are to-day denouncing vehemently this im- 
morality in the business world. But denunciation leaves the 
world cold. It hardens the heart and stops the ears. And when 
such foolish reasoning and vain babblings have brought the Bible 
into disrepute, the business man considers this talk the ranting 
of a mountebank. Behold the harvest apostasy is reaping! 


It has often been said that a great responsibility is resting 
on the Lutheran Church in these troublous, confusing, and 
destructive times, when all the sects are lying in the rags of 
their own wisdom with its exploded ideals. And this fact must 
be repeated and emphasized, the Church of the pure Word has 
great responsibilities in these ovil days. Confess, witness to, 
insist on the divine authority of the Word! “Preach the Word!” 
Preach the Law and the Gospel, sin and grace! Call sin by its 
right name and hold up the Christ! Hew away at the root of 
the thing! For “the love of money is the root of all evil,” says 
St. Paul. Strike into the conscience hard and bruise it, and 
- like a good Samaritan pour in the oil and the wine of the Gospel. 
Declare the Word of God which is “quick, and powerful, and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of the soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and 
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” Pro- 
claim that Word which “is the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth.” That is what is needed now in Chris- 
tian pulpits. That is what the world needs to-day if the wiles 
of the devil in our modern business world are to be effectively 
combated. Fortified with that Word must our young men and 
women be, clad in the armor of the Word, if they are to fight 
their daily battles and obtain the victory by the faith that over- 
cometh the world. Let’s not be remiss! 

G. FE. Haceman, 


Jersey City, N. J. ‘ 


JID 
AMERICAN LUTHERAN PUBLICITY BUREAU. 


The American Lutheran Publicity Bureau held its triennial 
meeting on October 26, in Immanuel Church, New York City. 
Pastor Paul Lindemann, of St. Paul, Minn., was the speaker of 
the evening and addressed several] hundred members and friends 
of the A. L. P. B. on the need and method of witnessing unto 
Christ by legitimate Lutheran publicity. 

The reports of the officers and various standing committedés 
showed that in spite of many difficulties the work has moved 
forward. In the past three years the volume of service rendered 
to pastors and congregations increased to such an extent that it 
became necessary to procure on office and engage a_ business 
manager. The space at the disposal of the A. L. P. B. in the 
quarters of the Lutheran Immigrant Socicty soon proved en- 
tirely inadequate, and when Mr. Theo. H. Lamprecht offered an 
office at a nominal rental, the Bureau gratefully moved into its 
present quarters. 

When the Treasurer reported, it became apparent why so 

much work which ought to be done was left undone. If the 
Bureau is to widen its sphere of influence, it must have the 
moral and financial support of a greater number than in the 
past. The deficit in the American Lutheran account showed 
that the magazine no longer can be published at the rate of 
fifty cents per annum, and beginning with the new volume the 
subscription price will be one dollar. The A merican Lutheran 
is now in its third volume and has been published in a total of 
162,750 copies. 
__ The Business Manager’s report made it evident that min- 
isters and wide-awake laymen in ever-increasing numbers are 
availing themselves of the Bureau’s services in the various 
phases of practical church-work. Much of the correspondence is 
done from the homes of the officers, and yet on an average thirty 
letters per day leave the office. 

The Tract Committee reported that in the past three years 
1,080,000 tracts have been published. “Why Go To Church?” 
and “What the Lutheran Church Stands For’ went out in 
266,000 and 236,000 copies, respectively. The policy of giving 
away the tracts free of charge, inaugurated in April, has proved 
to be a success. Tracts have been going out by the thousands 
since, where formerly they went only by hundreds. Within 
a few months the stock was exhausted, a deficit of $800 in the 
Tract Fund was wiped out by the free-will offerings of interested 
men and women, new editions could be paid for in cash on de- 
livery, and just before laying in the supply for Tract Distribu- 
tion Week. October 24 to 31, $800 were on hand. The Com- 
mittee had figured that an additional supply of 250,000 tracts 
would be sufficient to meet the demand of that week, but two 
further reprints amounting to 200,000 became necessary. This 
left the Tract Fund with a deficit of about $300. Five tracts 
have vanished entirely from the shelves and cannot be reprinted 
until the deficit has disappeared and the cash is on hand. The 
Bureau publishes and distributes its tracts as the Lord through. 
His Christians supplies the means. Since its organization over 
2,000,000 of these little Gospel messengers have been distributed. 

The Library Committee had just completed a canvass of 
410 libraries in 36 States. A questionnaire was sent out as 
to what Lutheran literature was to be found on the shelves and 
in the reading-rooms. Replies were received from 159 stating 
that a total of 654 books on the life of Luther were on hand, 
140 on the Lutheran Church in general, and 54 on the Lutheran 
Church in the United States. The LutHerax Witness had been 
placed in 34 of these libraries. Much still remains to be done 
along these lines. The Committee was urged to continue its 
efforts to encdurage the placing of Lutheran books and period- 
icals in public libraries and reading-rooms. 

A letter from the newly elected president, Mr. Theo. H. 
Lamprecht, in Florida at the time, was read, in which he urged 
upon all that they get busy and gain new members. After 
touching upon “the wonderful opportunities for rendering real 
service to our Lutheran Church which lie in the path of our 
Bureau.” the writer expressed the hope that the Lutherans of 
the Missouri Synod and its affiliated synods, “with their great 
numbers, with their intelligence and education, with their ample 
means, and with the spirit of sacrifice which, we say, proves our 
faith, help the Bureau by word and liberal gifts to grasp and 
improve these opportunities,” since “thoso of us who sit back 
and do nothing to bring to the general public a better under- 
standing of ‘What the Lutheran Church Stands For, will have 
but themselves to blame if their neighbors look upon them as 
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belonging to a foreign church. Thereby they harm themselves 
and they harm their glorious Church.” 
The newly elected officers are the following: Mr. Theo. H. 
Lamprecht, of New York City, President; Pastor Arthur Brunn, 
- of Brooklyn, First Vice-President; Pastor Martin Walker, of 
Buffalo, Second Vice-President; Prof. John H. C. Fritz, of 
St. Louis, Third Vice-President; Mr. J. F. E. Nickelsburg, of 
New York City, Financial Secretary; Mr. Arthur Rauf, of New 
York City, Treasurer; and 


F. H. Linnemann, Executive Secretary. 


LUTHER INSTITUTE, CHICAGO. 


On Sunday, October 24, two young men were installed as 
instructors at Luther Institute, Chicago. Their names are 
Martin Stoeppelwerth and Carl Scaer, sons of the two pro- 


fessors of the same names at Winfield. Both are graduates from. 


our Theological Seminary, and have served several years as 
assistant professors at Winficld. They are now continuing their 
studies at the University of Chicago. At the installation, Pas- 
tor I.. Hoelter officiated. Pastors A. Bartling and A. Burgdorf 
assisting. Pastor Burgdorf preached. 

On the following Sunday, Reformation Day, we unveiled a 
three-quarter life-size statue of Dr. Luther. The statue is carved 
of wood and is the gift of a number of friends of the Institute. 


Chicago, Il. FE. Hoe.Ter. 
IDAHO LETTER. 


The mecting of the Southern Idaho Conference, convening 
at Clover City, Idaho, in the latter part of October, will be 
remembered by the brethren as a day in which further active 
steps as a conference were taken in the interest of South Idaho 
mission-work. Memorable, too, was the mission-festival service 
held on the Sunday during which Conference met. Pastors 
Braun, Kahle, and Schulze preached the sermons driving the 
matter of missions straight home to the heart. In view of the 
fact that a goodly number of Lutherans all over the State are 
not connected with any of our congregations, the conference 
inaugurated the following plan: A treasurer and two secretaries 
were appointed, one for the northern part of the valley (Rev. 
Hy. C. Schulze, Salmon, Idaho) and the undersigned for the 
southern portion of the State. All pastors, congregations, and 
mission-stations will help defray the costs and furnish the Lu- 
theran Follow-Up Society with names and addresses of such as 
should be supplied with our literature. Tracts will be mailed 
to them at regular intervals, the society will seck to place a 
church paper into their homes, and, eventually, when conditions 
warrant, assist that the Word of God be preached to them. We, 
therefore, with no little urgency ask all pastors and laymen 
interested in the holy cause of missions, knowing of stray 
Lutherans, or such as we should win, to furnish us their names 
and addresses. Lutherans will be among the thousand settlers 
coming west day by day, and some of them, no doubt, will locate 
in the large portions of this domain where we have no local 
congregation. If we are notified, we are dided materially. Our 
newest mission-field had its origin in just that fashion. 

Pastor M. G. Polack, pastor of the Eden congregation, read 
a paper on Church Dismissals. The proper use of these church 
dismissals, it was forcibly pointed out, can be made in a high 
decree subservient to the interests of missions. Had this usage 
been observed by us at all times, we would have, in our opinion, 
gained at least one important field. 

The mission-festival collections have materially increased 
over those of recent years. Unless unforeseen untoward circum- 
stances prevent, two of our mission-places will be self-supporting 
next year. Tract Week was generally observed by the brethren. 
Thus the Lutheran Church becomes even better and more favor- 
ably known. 

Next April, D.v., we shall meet in the flourishing city 
of Nampa. 

Buhl, Idaho. 


AUSTRALIAN LUTHERANS DISCUSS THEIR DIFFERENCES. 


“Church Union!” has been the watchword in religious 
circles for some time. The spirit of unionism “seems to be 
in the air,” as a Church of England clergyman recently ex- 
pressed it. He believed that that spirit ought to be sufficiently 
strong to move the Lutheran Churehes in Australia into fellow- 
ship with his Church, without removing the existing doctrinal 
differences. Whilo such a course is out of question with every 


J. A. ScHLICHTING. 
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Lutheran body in Australia, the spirit of working towards the 


_ establishment of closer union among the Tuutheran bodies has 


been active for a uumber of years, and has had the tangible 
result, so we are assured by trustworthy authority, of removing 
the differences hitherto existing between two of the Lutheran 
Synods, “Immanuel” and “Immanuel A.a.G.” Provided that 
existing doctrinal differences have actually been removed and 
true unity of spirit has actually been established, the result of 
ane deliberations which covered many months is certainly grati- 
ying. 

The attitude of our Synod* towards this movement has ever 
been to welcome it wherever its object was, not to cover and 
hide doctrinal differences, but to remove them, for the purpose 
of establishing true fellowship in faith. Several years ago — 
in fact, during those sad days when our Church schools were 
cruelly taken from us by a misguided government — we pro- 
posed to representatives of other Lutheran bodics in Australia 
intersynodical conferences at which doctrinal differences, divid- 
ing the Lutheran Church in Australia, might be discussed and, 
perhaps, be removed. We were assured that such conferences 
and discussions were in full harmony with the principles and 
wishes of those bodies, but we were asked by the representative 
of one of the Synods concerned, kindly to await the results of 
deliberations, which had then just begun between representatives 
of two Synods. Years have passed since, and although the 
undersigned repeatedly reminded representatives of other Synods 
of our desire to meet them in conference, the time did not 
arrive until a few weeks ago, when the deliberations of the two 
Synods concerned came to finality. We now hope that the 
representatives of the other Synods may soon be able to mect 
us in conference, for the purpose of discussing and removing 
our mutual differences. A truly united Lutheran Church of 
Australia would be a glorious thing indeed. and united action 
in Church-matters on the part of all that bear the name Lu- 
theran could not but prove a blessing to Australia. The thought 
and wish seems to be too good to be capable of realization, but 
“With God nothing shall be impossible.” 

Reports on similar movements in the Lutheran Church 
abroad are encouraging. At various times and places repre- 
sentatives of the Synods of Missouri, Iowa, and Ohio, have met 
during the past years. and have, by God’s grace, been successful 
in removing the differences hitherto existing between those 
Synods with regard to the doctrine of conversion. The same 
representatives are now at work removing, if possible, the dif- 
ferences in the doctrine of election. May God bless them in 
their deliberations! Their success in the past, however, should 
encourage the Lutheran Synods in Australia to hold similar 
discussions, because the differences dividing us are practically 
the same. — W.J., in Australian Lutheran. 


NOTES AND NEWS. : 


The deceased Dr. H. H. Succop of Chicago hy his last testa: 
ment established two funds from which several mission treas- 
uries will receive the annual proceeds. 

St. John’s Congregation, Chicago (Rev. Paul Sauer, pas- 
tor), has seven boys at our colleges preparing for the work of 
the Church, two at St. Louis and five at our normal schools. 

Marie Shizuks Koyama, a Japanese young woman, died 
recently in Idaho. At her funeral there was a joint service con- 
ducted by a Buddhist and a, so to say, Christian pastor, a Con- 
gregationalist. 

A. Nebraska brother writes: “Our Wityess has been on the 
reading-table of our library for some time, and has done good 
work during the past years of excitement. One of the officers 
of our County Council of Defense rend it regularly for a while 
and learned a few things from it of which he was in sore need.” 

Among the larger amounts included in the million-dollar 
program of the Ohio Synod for their institutions are the 


following: Capital University, $400,000; Luther Seminary, . 


$175,000; Woodville Normal, $90,000; Hebron Academy, 


$80,000; St. John’s Academy, $20,000; Luther Academy, Mel-. 


ville, Can., $50,000; Pacific Academy, $60,000. 

The Episcopalians of the United States, early in 1920, had 
pledges to the amount of $3,214,000 for the general work of that 
denomination during this year. The amount actually received 
on this account up to October, 1920, was $1,490,405. The Pre- 
siding Bishop has been compelled to borrow money, and interest 


* Affiliated with the Missouri Synod. — Ep, 
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for loans this year (according to The Church at Work for No- 
vember, 1920) will be about $72,000. , 

Prague, Czecho-Slovakia, November 6.— The government 
has recognized the Czecho-Slovak National Church, which is 
the dissident from the Church of Rome, and has been in exist- 
ence for nearly a year. The new religion has gained. a numerous 
following, including large parishes in the suburbs of Prague. 
It has abolished the Roman liturgy and introduced the hym- 
nology of the Hussites (followers of John ILus, a reformer of 
the fifteenth century). It also rejects the celibacy of the clergy 
and the confession, and does not recognize the authority of 
the Pope. (Associated Press.) G. 





Secular Press. 


THE WORLD'S BEST SELLER. 


The Bible is still the world’s best seller, owned by more 
people and actually read by more people than any other book 
ever written or compiled. ‘his is its record year after year. 
The figures of the American Bible Society show that in 1919 
that society printed 3,400,000 volumes, of which 350,000 were 
complete Bibles, 550,000 were complete New Testaments and 
2,500,000 were portions of the Scriptures. During its existence 
of 104 years it has printed 140,000,000 volumes, of which 6,678,301 
were New Testaments distributed to soldiers of our and other 
armies. ‘[his is a great record, but there are other large pub- 
lishing houses which issue Bibles in various sizes and styles, 
chiefly in the United States and England. These add hundreds 
of thousands to the number of Bibles and .Testaments issued 
every year. 

No book in all the ages has stood the test of popularity and 
run the gauntlet of criticism as has the Bible. Profound vol- 
umes of criticism of the Bible, from those which reject it utterly 
as of divine origin and find great fault with its contents, to those 
which are of the “higher criticism” and give it varying degrees 
of human and divine origin, have been written and more or less 
read, but they are scarcely to be found anywhere save on library 
shelves or in the windows of second-hand bookstores. The Bible 
has outlasted them all and will continue to do so, because it gives 
something to suffering, groping, toiling humanity which they do 
not. No other book of any religion or of no religion can com- 
pete with it in what it offers to the human soul, and therefore 
nothing can crowd it out or take its place or make it void, so 
long as man gropes in darkness and sorrow and needs a hope 
and help which human words and hands cannot give. 

St. Louis Globe-Democrat. 


THE CLERGY AND POLITICS. 


The Christian faith, so richly watered through two thou- 
sand years with the prayers of the faithful, is essentially a 
preparation. 

Wherein it is preparation for a hereafter, it is no less a 
preparation for the present. Good living is no less important 
than good dying; all ereeds recognize that. 

The Church, through whatever particular tenets it holds 
our interest, sums up its whole reason for being in this work 
of preparation; its sublime task is to shape us, in character and 
action, so that we live right. 

With the direct issuc of national policy and international 
relations, the Church and any part of it has no voice. The 
deeds of men are of their own will, the fruit of their character. 
Tf the Church’s work is well done, the character of the nation 
will be such that injustice at its instigation is impossible. 
There is the Church’s responsibility; so to wield its influence 
that integrity becomes the watchword. National character at 
its baso is individual character; individual character — “the 
saving of souls” —is tho first work of the Church. 

To the Church is confided this rich task of foundation; 
by the course of events its efforts may be judged. A nation, 
for example, unscrupulous and corrupt, fallen far from faith, 
lacking the abundant justice which goes hand in hand with 
discipleship to Christ, is a nation whose Church has: failed, 
however mighty its efforts, to find its soul. . 

Such responsibility is, indeed, awful; the burden is tre- 
mendous; but it is the inescapable burden and responsibility 
of the ministry, the gravest and greatest in the world. 

But, the Church having placed the foundations, man him- 
self must rear the structure of society; that is his task; the 


proof of his character. His will enters in and, for good or ill, 
he builds his temple. If the edifice totters, how much of blame 
shall go td the builder who laid the foundations? 
For the ministry to reach out and endeavor to correct re- 
sults as expressed by the will of society, by peremptory warning 
or denunciation, is to betray a weakness. If the character is 
true, evil results cannot be. ‘The essential of character is in- . 
tegrity. The essential of the Church’s character is integrity. 
Let the Church continue its sacred task of molding the 
character of men, and the men, so shaped, will make worthy 
nations. — Detroit News, November 9, 1919. 


THE VALUE OF A HUMBLE HEART. 


The president-elect of the United States showed a spirit of 
humbleness in the sermon he preached aboard his ship last Sun- 
day morning. It is agreeable to find that wholesome quality in 
any man, especially one chosen by the people of a great nation 
for leadership. 

No matter how much we may disagree with the politics of 
Mr. Harding, we are anxious to find him well-balanced in any 
particular, and we believe that the man with the humble heart 
is better fitted for grappling with the many problems that con- 
front America than a bigoted individual, who relies altogether 
upon himself, would be. 

“The troubles of my heart are enlarged: Oh, bring me out 
of my distresses.” “Let integrity and uprightness preserve me.” 
These were part of the words of David read by our future chief 
executive on the occasion mentioned, and he made it clear to 
those who heard him that it was in such a spirit that: he was 
approaching the duties of the great office that he will soon be 
called upon to fill. 

Let us feel more cheerful over the situation in knowing that 
the president-elect, although we disagree with his politics and 
gave our vote and influence to his opponent, is a man who 
stands before the great tasks he must perform with an humble 
heart. — Beaumont (Texas) Journal. 








Obituary. 





+ THE REVEREND PAUL G. KENRICH. + 


Seldom does the death of a young man so stir the com- 
munity as did that of Pastor Paul G. Kenrich, who died, after 
a brief illness, on the evening of Reformation Day. 

Pastor Kenrich was born in Greenford, O. He was grad- 
uated from St. John’s College, Winfield, and Concordia Sem- 
inary, St. Louis. In 1911 he was called to the Church of the 
Messiah, Baltimore, which he served for three and’ one half 
years, together with Violetville, Md. Six years ago he was . 
called to the newly organized Pilgrim English Lutheran Church 
at Lakewood, O., a select residence section of Cleveland. Dur- 
ing his pastorate a piece of property, spacious and beautiful, 
was purchased, a place of worship erected, and a fine parson- 
age built. ; 

Pastor Kenrich was not long in Lakewood until it was dis- 
covered by many that he was a man of unusual eloquence, and 
a fearless preacher of the old Gospel. This brought him various 
flattering offers to appear on important occasions, together with 
the sectarians. But being a conscientious Lutheran, he never 
in any case would consent to such unionistic practise. After his 
death more than one sectarian pastor paid high tribute to this 
trait in him, one even declaring that, “Pastor [Kenrich was a 
man who not only preached well, but who lived up to what he 
found in the Bible. We respect him for it.” This he said in 
referring to Pastor Kenrich’s refusal to officiate together with 
those who were not sound in doctrine. 

Pastor Kenrich was married in June, 1918, to Miss Pauline 
Melching, of York, Pa., and sister of Pastor H. W. Melching, 
of Dunkirk, N. Y. During the recent war he served as camp 
pastor at Camp Johnson, Jacksonville, Fla. 

He came back to the fine new pastor’s residence, built by 
a devoted congregation, but he seemed to be aware that he was 
not to live long in it. This young man, seemingly so robust and 
so optimistic, often spoke of death. Well does the writer recall 
a Sunday evening spent with him only a few days before his last 
illness. Never had he seemed to be in better health and spirits. 
And yet he referred to the subject of death. He was confident 
that his story was almost told. He mentioned a call received 
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some months before. He said that the lake climate did not agree 
with him, and that an inland town might prove beneficial to his 
health. But, he assured us, duty comes before health, and he felt 
that his duty was to stay in Lakewood, and bear witness to the 
doctrines and practises of our Synod, even though it might cost 
him the friendship of some whom he esteemed. 

On October 25, he came home from town, complaining of 
illness. The doctor pronounced it pneumonia, but assured the 
pastor that he had a fighting chance, and urged him to make 
the fight. “Why should I fight?” the pastor exclaimed. “Fight 
to stay in this world of tears, when heaven is within reach?” 
Calling his household together that day, he told them that he 
was soon to leave them. He spoke to them eloquently of the 
joys of heaven. He requested his wife to read to him the 
Prophet Jeremiah and other favorite selections from God’s 
Word. His last days were spent, sometimes listening to God’s 
Word, sometimes praying with his family, sometimes singing 
with them hymn after hymn from the Lutheran hymn-book. 
Often he would sit up in bed and discourse joyfully and elo- 
quently of the glories of heaven, admonishing his household to 
give heed to the precepts of God’s Word, and to follow him to 
that land of great joy. After six days thus spent, reading the 
Scriptures, singing, praying, discoursing, conscious to the last, 
and rejoicing, he died Sunday evening. 

The funeral was held from Pilgrim Church. Pastor Mor- 
hart delivered the address. Pastor Eyler, who had baptized, con- 
firmed, and administered the Sacrament to Pastor Kenrich, gave 
a sketch of his life. Pastors Stein and Auping read the burial 
service. Pastors Long, Hunsucker, Webber, Bartels, Muhly, 
and Oehlschlaeger were pall-bearers. , 

There was not a more popular man in our conference. 
Genial and whole-souled was he, with a merry laugh and a 
warm handshake, but with a strong undercurrent of true piety. 
He loved to have his friends spend an evening with him. And 
no matter how jovial the conversation might be, before the 
evening was over, he would direct the conversation for a time 
to serious subjects, and would not allow his guest to leave be- 
fore he, the host, had borne testimony in some manner to the 
true faith. This, we think, was one of his most noteworthy 
characteristics. He was conscientious, conservative, and not 
afraid of witness-bearing, public and private. He was a man 
who preached unusually well. We halt dumbfounded before the 
mystery of death, which has taken one so able, so full of promise, 
so esteemed by his colleagues. We wonder what he might have 
been, had he been permitted to live twenty years longer. How- 
ever, we are satisfied that the Lord knows best. 

Contributed by a friend. 








Lutheran Haymen’s Deague. 





REGARDING THE COMPLETION OF THE L. L. L. FUND 


the President of the League recently wired us the following 
outline program: — 
The Lutheran Laymen’s League is a permanent body. 
The Lutheran Laymen’s League was organized not only 
. for the collection of the Threc-Million-Dollar Endowment Fund. 
The League stands ready also otherwise and at all times ‘to 
help Synod by word and deed in business and financial matters 
as expressed in our Constitution. 

' he past history of our League has demonstrated the use- 
fulness, in synodical work, both of our laymen in general and 
of their organization in particular, and projects of greater scope 
have already presented themselves for the future, which are best 
earried on by organized laymen fully imbued with the spirit of 
sound Lutheranism. The Lutheran Laymen’s League will 
therefore continue active work to hold and increase its present 
splendid membership and with this object in view all its 
directors, circuit laymen leaders, and members are encouraged 
to present the cause of the League in their home congregations, 
visitation circuits, and synodical Districts. By such an un- 
intermittent membership campaign effective interest in our 
Endowment Fund will be kept alive, so that every visitation 
circuit and synodical District may do its full share for this 
fund, either by membership feces or larger contributions. 

The Detroit 1920 Delegate Synod distinctly emphasized 
this point in its well-known formal resolution, to which Synod’s 


Venerable President, Dr. IF. Pfotenhauer, then officially directed 
the attention of every member of Synod in his stirring appeal 
on “The Termination of the L. L. L. Campaign.” (See LutHEeran 
Wirsess, September 28, p. 309, and Lutheraner, September 21, 
p. 309.) The Endowment Fund should be complete before the 
L. L. L. begins the next larger project on its program. 

Gratitude for what God has done through us and justice to 
our Veterans of the Cross should, in my judgment, compel the 
Lutheran Laymen’s League to maintain this attitude. 


T. H. LaMprecnt, 
President Lutheran Laymen’s League. 








New Publications. 





Jesus, Our King of Glory. A Christmas Program. Arranged by 
W. Wismar. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 
Price: Single copies, 5 cts.; dozen, 50 cts.; 100 copies, $3.50, 
and postage. 

On 12 pages the author of this program offers such an abun- 
dance of material for recitation, catechization, and song, and all is 
so well arrunged and carefully selected, that our schools and Sunday- 
schools should by all means order a copy or more in order to have 
the scholars render all, or at least a part, of this fine Christmas 
program. 

The old material, which none of us wants to miss in a Christ- 
mas service, has been retained, but there are also a number of new 


features, which will give the other numbers an excellent setting. 








Miscellaneous. 





Ordinations and Installations. 


Ordained under authorization of the respective District 
President: — 
On 22d Sunday after Trinity: Candidate A. C. Fritze in the 
church at Lilbourn, Mo., by Pastor A. H. Kerstner. 


Ordained and installed under authorization of the respec- 
tive District President: — 
On 2lst Sunday after Trinity: Candidate A. Meyer in the con- 
gregation at Zulch, Tex., by Pastor P. B. Miertschin. 


Installed under authorization of the respective District 
Presidents: — 
A. Pastors: 

On 21st Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. J. H. Hafner in Im- 
manuel Church, Lewiston, Minn., by Pastor P. F. Koehneke. — The 
Rev. W. L. Kohn in Trinity Church, Merrill, Wis., by Pastor Hy. 
Blanke. — The Rev. A. A. Kollmorgen in Zion Church, Mascoutah, II1., 
by Pastor Th. Stiegemeyer.— The Rev. A. Senne in Peace Church, 
near Alcester, S. Dak., by Pastor G. Steinkamp. — The Rev. R. Torgler 
in Grace Church, Blairstown, lowa, by Pastor H. C. Reikowsky. — 
The fev. A. Meyer in the congregation at Kurten, Tex., by Pastor 
P. B. Miertschin. — The Rev. W. Alundinger in the congregations at 
Grenfell, Oakshcla, and Broadview, Sask., Can., by Pastor P. J. Becker. 
— The kev. P. Braner in the congregation at Mountain Lake, Minn., 
by Pastor J. Porisch.— The Rev. A. H. Senne in Peace Church, near 
Alcester, S. Dak., by Pastor G. Steinkamp. 

On 22d Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. A. Pennekamp in Im- 
manuel Church, Mount Olive, Ill., by Pastor P. N. Feddersen. — The 
Jtev. H. F. Meyer in the congregation near Covington and, in the 
afternoon, in the congregation near Douglas, Okla., by Pastor O. 
Kretzmann. — The ev. H. Maas in St. John’s Church near, and in 
St. Paul’s Church in, Garner, Iowa, by Pastor J. Bertram. — The 
Rev. A. Miessler in the congregation at Wentzville, Mo., by Pastor 
R. L. Falke. — The ev. hk. O. Bienert in the congregation at Schumm, 
Ohio, by Pastor Th. H. Henkel. — The Rev. R. J. Sauer in the con- 
gregation at Herscher, IIl., by Pastor P. Danker. 


B. T'eachers: 


On 16th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate F. W. Klebe as teacher 
of the school of St. John’s Church, Belford Tp., N. Dak., by Pastor 
R. Hilgendorf. 

On 20th Sunday after Trinity: Teacher G. C0. Hillmann as teacher 


of the school of St. John’s Church, Ludington, Mich., by Pastor C. 
Schinnerer. , 
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On 21st Sunday after Trinity: Teacher R. W. Brandt as teacher 
of the school of St. John’s Church, Amelith, Mich. by Pastor J. 
Schinnerer. , . 

On 22d Sunday after Trinity: Tcacher O. Kolb as teacher of 
the school of St. Peter’s Chureh, Arlington Heights, lil., by Pastor 
C. M. Noack. — 7'cacher W. Gutowsii as teacher of the school of Con- 
cordia Church, Chicago, Ill., by Pastor A. LE. Reinke. 

On 23d Sunday after Trinity: J'eacher A. B. Hucbner as teacher 
of the intermediate grades of the sehvol of Holy Cross Church, Col- 
linsville, l1., by Pastor H. A. Klein. — Ycacher L. O. Kasper as 
teacher of the school of St. Paul’s Church, Serbin, Tex., by VPastor 
O: Lugenheim. — V’cacher B. Malke as teacher of the school of Holy 
Cross Church, St. Louis, Mo., by Pastor C. C. Schmidt, D. D.— 
qcacher HU. C. F. Kocht as teacher of the upper grades of the school 
oi Zion Church, Staunton, Lll., by Pastor J. G. I’. Mleinhans. 

On 24th Sunday after Trinity: Candidate O. Freudcnburg as 
teacher of the school of St. John’s Church, Gering, Nebr., by Pastor 
kK. Eckhardt, Jr. — Z'cacher Uh. Scheiwe as teacher of the school of 
the chureh near Woodburn, Ind., by Pastor W. Georgi. — Teacher 
J. A. Wicdman as teacher of the school of St. James’s Church, Quincy, 
ll, by Pastor O. H. Llorn. , ; 

On 25th Sunday after Trinity: Teacher I’. HU. Meitz as teacher 
of the second cluss of the school of St. Paul’s Church, Strasburg, IIL, 
by Pastor C. F. Keller. 





Dedications. 


Dedicated to the service of God: — 

Churches. —On 18th Sunday after Trinity: The new church of 
St. John’s Congregation, Oakshela, Sask., Can. (the Rev. P. J. Becker, 
pastor). — On 21st Sunday aiter Trinity: The newly bought church 
of lmmanuel Congregation, Hood fiver, Oreg. (the Rev. P. Hilgen- 
dorf, pastor). — ‘The new church of St. John’s Congregation, Pem- 
broke, Ont., Can. (the Rev. H. Landsky, pastor).— On 22d Sunday 
aiter Trinity: ‘The new church of Trinity Congregation, Bogota, 
N.J. (the Rev. D. M. Kleist, pastor).— On 23d Sunday after Trin- 
ity: ‘he new church of Zion Congregation, Brazilion, Kans. (the 
Rev. O. W. Matthies, pastor). — The renovated church of St. John’s 
Congregation, Marengo, lowa (the Rev. V. Li. Grimm, pastor). 





Mission-Festivals. 


On 4th Sunday after Trinity: Unionville, Mich. Offering, 
$406.00. — On 12th Sunday after Trinity: St. John’s, Buhl, Idaho. 
Olfering, $163.83. — On 15th Sunday after Trinity: Immanuel, Rock 
Island, lll. Offering, $570.60.— Zion, Fairmont, Okla. Offering, 
$366.57. — On 16th Sunday after Trinity: St. Paul’s, Wichita Falls, 
ex. Olfering, $955.66. — Grace, Visalia, Cal. Offering, $216.75. — 
On 19th Sunday after Trinity: Trinity, Bloomington, 1ll. Offering; 
$1,295.61. —On 2lst Sunday after Trinity: St. Paul’s, Laurium, 
Mich. Offering, $251.77. — St. Peter’s, Eust Peoria, Ill. Offering, 
$34.53. — St. Luke’s, St. Louis, Mo. Otlering, $263.00. — Hanover, 
Wis. Offering, $123.71. — On 23d Sunday after Trinity: St. John’s, 
Kampsville, Il. Offering, $113.56. 


Conference. 


The Pastoral Conference of Pcoria and Vicinity will meet, D. v., 
January 4 and 5, 1921, at Varna, Ill. (Rev. M. Manteutfel, pastor). 
All members of the conference are requested to announce carly, and 
also to state time of arrival. A. H. ScuLeer, Sec. 





Clergy Fares 


based on two-thirds of the regular one-way fares will be authorized 
next year. Certificates to be limited to calendar year 1921; a Clergy 
Bureau will also be established at St. Louis, Mo., for the issuance 
of certificates to applicants living in Missouri, Arkansas, Louisiana, 
Oklahoma, and Texas. Application blanks will be available on or 
about December 10, and can be secured from the ticket agent or the 
undersigned.— Clergy certificates issued in January and early in Feb- 
ruary, 1920, expire one year from date of issue, that is, they expire 
in January or February, 1921, as the case may be. Holders of such 
certificates should not at the present time or early in December apply 
for new certificates, but should wait until two wecks before expira- 
tion of old certificates, except, of course, where old certificates have 
all been used. All other certificates expire December 31, 1920. For 
further information apply to Rev. I. G. NACHTSITEIM, 
General Railroad Secretary. 
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Result of Election. 


The Eleetoral Board of Concordia College, Fort Wayne, Ind., 
has elected Prof. M. H. Bertram for the chair of the German language, 
Pastor A. Hardt having declined the call. 

Fort Wayne, Ind., November 15, 1920. Aua, LANGE, 
Chairman of Electoral Board. 





Candidates for the Frofessorship at Portland, Oreg. 

Rev. A. C. Ilten, by Board of Electors; by Immanuel Congregation, 
Gaylord, Minn. ‘ 

Ed. H. Brandt, by Trinity Congregation, Bellingham, Wash.; by 
Zion Congregation, Tacoma, Wash.; by Immunuel Congrega- 
tion, Albany, Oreg.; by St. John’s Congregation, near Van- 
couver, Wash.; by Trinity Congregation, Portland, Oreg.; by 
Zion Congregation, Corvallis, Oreg.; by Trinity Congregation, 
Seattle, Wash. 

B. Selke, by St. John’s Congregation, Okabena, Minn. 

K. H. Kreidt, by Trinity Congregation, New Orleans, La. 

El. C. Engelbrecht, by Immanuel Congregation, Superior, Wis. 

= KXoppelmann, by St. Paul’s Congregation, Lester Prairie, 
Minn. 

W. H. Behrens, by Zion Congregation, Portland, Oreg.; by St. 
Peter’s Congregation, Cornelius, Oreg. 

KE. J. Friedrich, by Emmanucl Congregation, Everett, Wash. 

O. Fedder, by Zion Congregation, Seattle, Wash.; by St. Paul’s 
Congregation, Sherwood, Oreg. 

Rev. E. W. Luecke, by Zion Congregation, Shefflin, Oreg. 

Rev. G. Witte, by Hope Congregation, Seattle, Wash. 

All communications, recommendations, or protests concerning 
these candidates should be in the hands of the undersigned no later 
than December 28. H. H. KoprecMann, Sec., 

570 Salmon St., Portland, Oreg. 


Rev. 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 


Rev. 


Rev. 
Rev. 


Notices. 


Names and addresses of Lutherans living on the eastern coast 

of Florida, between Vero and Palm Beach, are kindly requested by 
Rev. H. H. KELLERMANN, Vero, Fla. 

Any one knowing of Lutheran people who intend to move to 

Southeist Missouri is cordially invited to send their names and 
addresses to Rey. A. H. SEgstNeR, Parma, Mo. 
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Treasurers’ Reports. 
ENGLISH DISTRICT. 


Mission. — Congregations: Iroquois Ave. Christ, Detroit, $600.00; 
Our Savior, Port Huron, Mich., 4.70; Our Savior, Cincinnati, 21.14; 
Layton Park, Milwaukee, 215.00; Redeemer, Cleveland, 100.00; St. 
Mark's, Sheboygan, 500.00; Pilgrim, St. Louis, 320.00; Our Redeemer, 
Freeport, Ill., 65.93. Sunday-schools: Grace, St. Louis, 10.00; Our 
precneee Detroit, 29.98; St. Andrew’s, Pittsburgh, 60.00. — Total, 
$1,926.75. . 

Church Eztension Fund.— Congregations: Layton Park, Mil- 
waukee, $10.00; St. Mark’s, Sheboygan, 20.00; Pilgrim, St. Louis, 
40.00; Iroquois Ave. Christ, Detroit, 60.00. — Total, $130.00. 

Synodical Treasury. — Congregations: Iroquois Ave. Christ, De- 
troit, $160.00; Layton Park, Milwaukee, 75.00; Redeemer, Cleveland, 
107.55; St. Mark's, Sheboygan, 20.00; Our Redeemer, Chicago, 20.00; . 
Pilgrim, St. Louis, 55.00. — Total, $437.55. 

Synodical Building Fund. — Congregations: Iroquois Ave. Christ, 
Detroit, $60.00; Our Savior, Port Huron, Mich., 5.00; Our Savior, 
Cincinnati, 26.00; St. Stephen’s, Catawba Co., N.C., 4.03; St. Mark’s, 
Sheboygan, 20.00. — Total, $115.93. 

Board of Support. — Congregations: Iroquois Ave. Christ, De- 
troit, $100.00; St. Mark’s, Sheboygan, 20.00; Pilgrim, St. Louis, 75.00; 
Our Redeemer, Freeport, L1l., 11.05. — Total, $206.55. 

Deaf-mute Mission. — Iroquois Ave. Christ Church, Detroit, 
$5.00. Sunday-school, Church of Our Savior, Port Huron, Mich., .44. 
Total, $5.44. 

Forcign Mission. — Congregations: Iroquois Ave. Christ, De- 
troit, $20.00; Layton Park, Milwaukee, 11.00; Calvary, Buffalo, 
20.72. Sunday-schools: Our Savior, Port Huron, Mich., 1.60; St. An- 
drew’s, Pittsburgh, 40.00. — Total, $93.32. 

Forcign-tongue Mission in U.S.— Congregations: Iroquois Ave. 
Christ, Detroit, $5.00; Pilgrim, St. Louis, 10.00. — Total, $15.00. 

General Home Mission. — Congregations: lroquois Ave. Christ, 
Detroit, $10.00; Our Savior, Port Huron, Mich., .55.— Total, $10.55. 

Mission among Indians. — Iroquois Ave. Christ Church, Detroit, 
$5.00. Sunday-school, Church of Our Savior, Port Huron, Mich., .4+. 
Total, $5.44. 

Jewish Mission. — Iroquois Ave. Christ Church, Detroit, $5.00. 

Ministerial Education Fund. — Congregations: Iroquois Ave. 
Christ, Detroit, $30.00; St. Mark’s, Sheboygan, 20.00; Pilgrim, St. 
er 30.00. Grace League (Y. P. S.), Pittsburgh, 9.04. — Total, 
$89.04. — 
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Negro Mission. — Congregations: Jroquois Ave. Christ, Detroit, 
$10.00; Pilgrim, St. Louis, 25.00; Our Redeemer, Freeport, 111, 10.00. 
Mr. and Mra. Frank Langhaus, Ellicottville, N. Y., 10.00; Teddy 
Langhaus, 1.00. — Total, $56.00. 

Mission in South America,—Congregations: Iroquois Ave. Christ, 
Detroit, $10.00; Pilgrim, St. Louis, 25.00. Sunday-school, Church 
of Our Savior, Port Huron, Mich., .S8.— Total, $35.88. 

American Lutheran Publicity Bureau. — Young People’s Society, 
Waynesboro, Va., $5.00. 

American Lutheran Board for Relicf in Europe.— Church of 
Our Redeemer, Freeport, 11)., $10.00. Rev. O. W. H. Lindemeyer, St. 
Louis, 25.00. Rev. H. W. Bartels, Cleveland, 5.00. — 7otal, $10.00. 

Lutheran Orphan Home, Des Peres, Mo. — Ladies’ Aid Socicty, 
Pilgrim Church, St. Louis, $15.00. N. N., Grace Church, St. Louis, 
12.00. — Total, $27.00. 

Student Daniel in India. — Doreas Circle, Calvary Church, Buf- 
falo, $35.00. 

Indigent Students. — Young People’s Society, Church of Our Re- 
deemer, Chicago, $25.00. 

Lutheran Sanitarium (Building Fund), Wheat Ridge, Colo. — 
Church of Our Redeemer, Chicago, $110.48. Calvary Church, Buf- 
falo: From Mrs. Mary Kreitner and family, 1,200.00; from Dorcas 
Circle, 15.00; from Mrs. D. C., 5.00. — Total, $1,330.48. 

Walther Leaguc Wheat Ridge Sanitarium Dollar Collection. — 
Young People’s Suciety, Waynesboro, Va., $167.30. 

City Mission, St. Louis, Mo. — Pilgrim Church, St. Louis, $30.00. 

City Mission Social Worker, St. Louis, Mo. — Sunday-school, 
Grace Church, St. Louis, $12.00. 

City Mission Social Worker, Buffalo, N. Y.— Ladies’ Mission 
Society, Nazareth Church, Buifalo, $10.00. 

Manual Training School for Boys and Girls, Addison, Ill.— 
Church of Our Redeemer, Chicago, $20.75. 

Faith Church Mission, Cleveland, 0. — Cleveland: Grace Church, 
$208.85; Joint Mission-festival of Grace and Faith Churches, 405.96. 
— 7Jotal, $614.81. GRAND ToTaL: $5,449.79. 

November 29, 1920. Cuas. H. DETTE, Trcas., 

3935 Greer Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


SOUTHERN DISTRICT. 
(September and October.) 


Home Mission. — Congregations: Cullman, $20.00; Birmingham, 
60.00; Fernandina, rent, 40.00; Vero, 2.00; Clinton, mission-festival, 
25.00, and from F. S., 1.00. H. Schlueterbusch, Citronelle, 1.00; F. 
Baucr, .10. Congregations in New Orleans: Zion, Sunday-school, 5.03; 
St. John’s, .50, and from F. R., 4.00. G. Gerbing, Amelia, Fla., 15.00. 
— Total, $173.63. 

Synodical Treasury. — Congregations: Mobile, Reformation-fes- 
tival, $28.55; Cullman, 24.80; Birmingham, 8.60; Gretna, 8.00; 
Miami, 9.60. Congregations in New Orleans: Zion, 2.50; Trinity, 
8.90. — Total, $90.95. 

Synodical Building Fund. — Congregation in Cullman, $10.00. 

Indian Mission. — Congregation in Cullinan, $2.40. 

Forcign Mission. — Congregations: Cullman, $16.70; Clinton, 
10.00; Trinity (New Orleans), Sunday-school, 5.03.— Total, $31.73. 

Colorcd Mission. — Congregations: Clinton, $9.68; Cullman, 
26.40; Birmingham, Sunday-school, 11.03. — Total, $47.11. 

Deaf-mute Mission. — Congregations: Cullman, $7.20; Vero, 
18.00. — Total, $25.20. 

City Mission. — Congregations in New Orleans: First English, 
$2.00, and from Sunday-school, 1.00; St. John’s, 2.00, and from A. 
Fleisch, .75; Zion, 2.00.— Total, $7.75. 

Bourd of Support. — New Orleans Teachers’ Conference, $20.00; 
Pastoral Conference, 7.00. Sunday-school, First English Congrega- 
tion, New Orleans, 1.00. — 7ofal, $28.00. 

Endowment Fund, — G. Gerbing, Amelia, Fla., $20.00. 

Concordia College. — House rent for October, $33.00; for No- 
vember, 30.00. 
9.00. — Total, $72.00. 

Students’ Fund. — Congregations in New Orleans: First English, 
$6.00, and from Sunday-school, 3.00; Zion, 2.85, and from Sunday- 
school, Helping Hand Circle, and Ladies’ Aid, 1.00 each; St. John’s, 
Ladies’ Aid, 6.00, and frum F. R., 2.00. New Orleans Pastoral Con- 
ference, 5.40. Congregation in Lake Charles, 13.20. — Total, $41.45. 

Bethlehem Orphan Home. — Congregations: Cullman, $5.00, and 
from H. Steindortlf, 2.00; Birminghain, 3.00; Clinton, mission-fes- 
tival, 28.75; from Ladies’ Aid, 10.00, and F. H., 2.00; Mobile, anni- 
versury, 28.27; Trinity (New Orleans), 16.21, und from F. Gegen- 
heimer, 1.00. — 7'otal, $96.23. 

Wheat Ridge Sanitarium. — St. Paul’s Congregation, New Or- 
leans, $103.00. 

German Relief. —G. Gerbing, Amelia, Fla., $10.00. 

Congregation in Alexagdria.— Through P. Heisler, from Mrs. 
L. Berry, 1.00; from Mrs. L. Durham, .50.— Total, $1.60. 

Granp ToTaL: $760.95. 
New Orleans, 1.a., November 15, 1920. 
A. C. ReErsia, 7'reas., 
315 §. Jefferson Davis Parkway. 


Ground rent for August, September, and October, ° 
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CALIFORNIA AND NEVADA DISTRICT. 


Received at the Trensury of the California and Nevada District 
from September 30 to October 31, 1920: — 

Synodical Treasury, $155.05; Synodical Building Fund, 93.05; 
General Home Mission Fund, 62.05; Home Mission, 1,643.75; Miscel- 
laneous, 2,839.65. — Votal, $4,793.45. C. CLAUSSEN, 7'reas. 





Acknowledgment. 


The L.L.L. gratefully acknowledges the receipt of a contribu- 
tion of $10.00 for our Permanent Endowment Fund from Rockville, 
Conn. An enclosed note reads, “To be used for L.L.L. Fund.” 

Frep C. Prirziarr, L. L. L. Treas. 








Important Notice. 


Kindly consult the address printed on this copy of your WITNEss. 
The bottom line of the address shows when your subscription expires. 
(For instance, “Dec 20” signifies that your subscription expires with 
the last number in December, 1920.) If it expires soon, please send 
$1.25 (25 cts. additional in St. Louis, Canada, and foreign countries) 
to your agent or to us in ample time to insure our uninterrupted 
service. It requires normally about two weeks before change of ex- 
piration date will show on address plates. 

Be sure to mention the paper you desire, and your name and 
address, both new and ‘old, if you desire a change in address. Under 
Synod’s approval we cannot iurnish periodicals unless paid strictly 
in advance; your name will therefore automatically drop from our 
mailing-list unless your order for renewal, accompanied by your 
remittance, reaches us before the expiration of your subscription. 


CoNcCORDIA PuBLISIING HOUSE, 
St. Louis, Mo. 
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Change of Addresses. 


Rev. R. Bierlein, Box 370, Mortlock, Sask., Can. 

Rev. P. Th. Brauer, 2818 Seventh Ave, N., Billings, Mont. 
. C. M. Colditz, Hoffinan, 111. 

Rev. W. H. J. Dau, R. 2, Brownstown, Ind. 

Rev. Alb. Dede, R. 3, Box 138, Brooklyn Sta., Cleveland, O. 
Rev. L. G. Dorpat, Meherrin, Va. 

Rev. W. F. Feddersen, R.1, Kingsbury, Ind. 

Prof. J. H. C. Fritz, 3416 Texas Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 
Rev. W. F. Georg, 411 Hassalo St., Portland, Oreg. 
Rey. J. G. Griebel, 7315 Mariette Ave., Maplewood, Mo. 
Rev. P. G. Heckel, 1003 Marion St., Tampa, Fla. 

Rev. P. Koenig, 3600 Iowa Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 

Rev. H. Luecke, 2216 Lunt Ave., Chicago, Ill. 

Rev. Almar Mueller, R.1, Box 29, Browns, III. 

Prof. J. T. Mueller, 2740 Miami St., St. Louis, Mo. 

. W. H. Schramm, Dundurn, Sask., Can. 

. P. Schumm, Hillsboro, N. Dak. 

. O. Stolzenburg, 781 Carpenter St., Columbus, O. 
. L. M. Theimer, R. 2, Apache, Okla. 
. E. G. A. Wachholz, Fort Bayard, N. Mex. 

. W. P. Wilke, R. 4, Atwater, Minn. 

Rev. J. Wuebben, Shell Lake, Wis. 

W. Burstaedt, 403 South St., Collinsville, Il. 

R. J. Geisemann, R. 4, Morningside, Sioux City, Iowa. 
Ei. F. Gugel, R. 1, Sebewning, Mich. 

A. B. Huebner, 317 Beidler St., Collinsville, III. 

F, W. Klebe, Hankinson, N. Dak. 

O. Kolb, Jr., 205 Fremont St., Arlington Heights, Ill. 

F. W. R. Kuhnau, 319 Ivy St., Portland, Oreg. 
'F. A. Meitz, Strasburg, III. 

L. C. Pozehl, Main and Van Buren Sts., East Dundee, Il. 
Th. Scheiwe, R. 2, Woodburn, Ind. 

P. Sechmandt, 202 J&. Division St., Altamont, JI. 

J. A. Wiedman, 728 S. Tenth St., Quincy, Il. ‘ 
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Sing, Christmas Bells! 
By James Wintcoms RI Ley. 


Sing, Christmas Bells! 

Say to the earth this is the morn 
Whereon our Savior-King is born; 
Sing to all men—the bond, the free, 
The rich, ‘the poor, the high, the low, 
The little child that sports in glee, 
The aged folks that tottering go — 
Proclaim the morn 

That Christ is born, 

That saveth them and sarcth me! 


Sing, angel host! 

Sing of the Star that God has placed 
Above the manger in the East; 

Sing of the glories of the night, 

That virgin’s sweet humility, : 
The Babe with kingly robes bedight — 
Sing to all men where’er they be 
This Christmas morn; 

For Christ is born, 

That saveth them and saveth me! 


Sing, sons of earth! 

O ransomed seed of Adam, sing! 

God liveth, and we have a King! 

The curse is gone, the bonds are free — 
‘My Bethlehem’s star that brightly beamed, 
. By all the heavenly signs that be, 

We know that Isracl is redeemed; 

That on this morn . 

The Christ is born 

That saveth you and saveth me! 


Sing, O my heart! 

Sing thou in rapture this dear morn 
Whereon the Blessed Prince is born! 
And as thy songs shill bo of love, 
So let my deeds be charity — 

By the dear Lord that reigns above, 
By Him that died upon tho tree, 

By this fair morn . 
Whereon is born 

The Christ that saveth all and me! 


ST. LOUIS, MO., DECEMBER 21, 1920. 
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Bethlehem Town. 


By EUGENE FIE;p. 


As I was going to Bethlehem Town, 
Upon the earth I cast me down 

All underneath a little tree 

That whispered in this wise to me: 


“Oh, I shall stand on Calvary 


And bear what burthen saveth thee!” 


As up I fared to Bethlehem Town, 

I met a shepherd coming down, 

And thus he quoth: “A wondrous sight 
Hath spread before mine eyes this night — 
An angel host most fair to see, 

That sung full sweetly of a tree 

That shall uplift on Calvary 

What burthen saveth you and me!” 


And as I gat to Bethlehem Town, 

Lo! wise men came that bore a crown. 
‘Is there,” cried I, “in Bethlehem 

A King shall wear this diadem?” 
‘Good sooth,” they quoth, “and it is He 
That shall be lifted on the tree 

And freely shed on Calvary 
What blood redeemeth us and thee!” 


Unto a Child in Bethlehem Town 

The wise men came and brought the crown; 
And while the Infant smiling slept, 

Upon their knees they fell and wept; 

But, with her Babe upon her knee, 

Naught recked that mother of the tree 
That should uplift on Calvary 

What burthen saveth all and me. 


Again I walk in Bethlehem Town 

And think on Him that wears the crown. 
I may not kiss His feet again, 
Nor worship Him as I did then. 

My King hath died upon the tree 

And hath outpoured on Calvary 

What blood redeemeth you and me. 
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A Personal Testimony. 
By Howagp A. KELty, M. D., Pr. D., LL. D. 

(To those who have believed that faith in the Bible and the God 
of the Bible does not harmonize with the modern scientific spirit, 
the following testimony from a distinguished physician and surgeon 
should be of great value. We reprint it from The Fundamentals, 
Vol. I, 1910. 

: The editor of Appleton’s Magazine says of Dr. Kelly: “Dr. How- 
ard Kelly, of Baltimore, holds a position almost unique in his pro- 
fession. With academic, professional, and honorary degrees from 
the Universities of Pennsylvania, Washington and Lee, Aberdeen, 
and Edinburgh, his rank as a scholar is clearly recognized. For 
some twenty years Professor of Obstctrics and Gynecology at Johns 
Hopkins University, his place as a worker and teacher in the ap- 
plied science of his profession has been beyond question the highest 
in America and Europe. At least a dozen learned socicties in Eng- 
land, Scotland, Ireland, Italy, Germany, Austria, France, and the 
United States have welcomed him to membership as a master in his 
specialty in surgery. Finally, his published works have caused him 
to be reckoned the most eminent of all authorities in his own field.”) 

I have, within the past twenty years of my life, come out 
of uncertainty and doubt into a faith which is an absolute 
dominating conviction of the truth and about which I have 
not a shadow of doubt. I have been intimately associated 
with eminent scientific workers; have heard them discuss the 
profoundest questions; have myself engaged in scientific work, 
and so know the value of such opinions. I was once pro- 
foundly disturbed in the traditional faith in which I have 
been brought up—that of a Protestant Episcopalian — by 
inroads which were made upon the Book of Genesis by the 
higher critics. I could not then gainsay them, not knowing 
Hebrew nor archacology well, and to me, as to many, to pull 
out one great prop was to make the whole foundation 
uncertain. 

So I floundered on for some years trying, as some of 
my higher critical friends are trying to-day, to continue to 
use the Bible as the Word of God and at the same time holding 
it of composite authorship, a curious and disastrous piece of 
mental gymuastics — a bridge over the chasm separating an 
older Bible-loving generation from a newer Bible-emancipated 
race. I saw in the book a great light and glow of heat, yet 
shivered out in the cold. 

One day it occurred to me to see what the book had to 
say about itself. As a short, but perhaps not the best method, 
I took a concordance and looked out “Word,” when I found 
that the Bible claimed from one end to the other to be the 
authoritative Word of God to man. I then tried the natural 
plan of taking it as my text-book of religion, as I would use 


a text-book in any science, testing it by submitting to its: 


conditions. I found that Christ Himself invites men (John 
7,17) to do this. 

I now believe the Bible to be the inspired Word of God, 
inspired in a sense utterly different from that of any merely 
human book. 

I believe Jesus Christ to be the Son of God, without 
human father, conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary. That all men without exception are by nature 
sinners, alienated from God, and when thus utterly lost in 
sin, the Son of God Himself came down to earth, and by 
shedding His blood upon the cross paid the infinite penalty 
of the guilt of the whole world. I believe he who thus receives 
Jesus Christ as his Savior is born again spiritually as def- 


initely as in his first birth, and, so born spiritually, has new . 
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privileges, appetites, and affections; that he is‘one body with 
Christ the Head and will live with Him forever. I believe no 
man can save himself by good works, or what is commonly 
known as a “moral life,” such works being but the necessary 
fruits and evidence of the faith within. 

Satan I believe to be the cause of man’s fall and sin, 
and his rebellion against God as rightful governor. Satan 
is the Prince of all the kingdoms of this world, yet will in 
the end be cast into the pit and made harmless. Christ will 
come again in glory to carth to reign even as He went away 
from the earth, and I look for His return day by day.* 

I believe the Bible to be God’s Word, because, as I use 
it day by day as spiritual food, I discover in my own life 
as well as in the lives of those who likewise use it, a trans- 
formation correcting evil tendencies, purifying affections, 
giving pure desires, and teaching that concerning the right- 
eousness of God which those who do not so use it can know 
nothing of. It is as really food for the spirit as bread is 
for the body. 

Perhaps one of my strongest reasons for believing the 
Bible is that it reveals to me, as no other book in the world 
could do, that which appeals to me as a physician, a diagnosis 
of my spiritual condition. It shows me clearly what I am 
by nature — one lost in sin and alienated from the life that 
is in God. I find in it a consistent and wonderful revelation, 
from Genesis to Revelation, of the character of God, a God 
far removed from any of my natural imaginings. 

It also reveals a tenderness and nearness of God in Christ 
which satisfies the heart’s longings, and shows me that the 
infinite God, Creator of the world, took our very nature upon 
Him that He might in infinite love be one with His people 
to redeem them. I believe in it because it reveals a religion 
adapted to all classes and races, and it is intellectual suicide 
knowing it not to believe it. 

What it means to mc is as intimate and difficult a ques- 
tion to answer as to be required to give reason for love of 
father and mother, wife and children. But this reasonable 
faith gives me a different relation to family and friends; 
greater tenderness to these and decper interest in all men. 
It takes away the fear of death and creates a bond with those 
gone before. It shows me God as a Father who perfectly 
understands, who can give control of appetites and affections, 
and rouse one to fight with self instead of being self-contented. 

And if faith so reveals God to me, I go without question 
wherever He may lead me. I can put His assertions and 
commands above every seeming probability in life, dismissing 
cherished convictions and looking upon the wisdom and ratio- 
cinations of men as folly opposed to Him. I place no limits 
to faith when once vested in God, the sum of all wisdom and | 
knowledge, and can trust Him though I should have to stand 
alone before the world in declaring Him to be truce. 


* This sentence may imply the view that Christ will come to 
reign visibly upon earth before the Judgment Day — the millennium, 
a view not accepted by the Lutheran Church. — Ep. 


THE Bible is a book that makes the wisdom of all other 
books foolishness, because no other book besides it teaches 
eternal life. To read many books will not so much advance 
our learning as often to peruse this same Book. — Luther. 
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-The Sabbatarian Lobby. 


The Lord’s Day Alliance through resolutions supported 
by a powerful lobby at Washington is demanding action from 
Congress on behalf of the “American Sabbath.” The bill 
which is to be introduced in Congress forbids the transaction 
of any business by any person or corporation engaged in inter- 
state commerce on that day. All operation on Sundays of 
any freight, passenger, or mail train in interstate traffic is 
prohibited, and the corporation convicted a second time of 
such offense is to forfeit its charter. ‘The bill is supported 
by the House of Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
This body also approved the Alliance’s program which would 
result in the closing of all stores on Sundays, and stop the 
publication of newspapers. On December 8, all reform organ- 
izations in the country met at Washington and mapped out an 
intensive campaign, its objective the United States Congress. 

We have recently referred to a bill submitted to Congress 
a year ago along much these lines by the Tennessee Methodists. 
Thirty years ago the so-called Sunday Rest Bill (the “Blair 
Bill”) was submitted to Congress in order to “promote the 
religious observance of the first day of the week as the Lord’s 
day by requiring all people to rest, that the day may be better 
observed as a day of religious worship.” Since that time our 
Sabbatical reformers have seen the Anti-Saloon League ride 
triumphantly to victory, and for their present campaign have 
taken a leaf out of the experience of that organization. The 
Blair Bill never had that backing of the card index and Con- 
gressional lobby which now is supporting the movement for 
a law which will “express our national determination to honor 
the Sabbath day and keep it holy, as God commands.” 

This new effort marks an important epoch in the history 
of the Sabbath question. Since the foundation of our Re- 
public, all Sunday legislation has been local. For want of 
sustaining public opinion, the Sunday laws in most States 
have long become inoperative. ‘To remedy this state of things, 
an effort is being made to compel a strict Puritanical observ- 
ance of the Sabbath so far as Congress can exercise compulsion. 
The radical and revolutionary character of this movement 
cannot be appreciated at a glance. There is involved in it 
an unconstitutional centralization of power and dictatorship 
on the part of the National Government. There is a direct, 
though concealed purpose to accomplish a practical union of 
Church and State. It is a movement thoroughly opposed 
to the American doctrine of religious liberty, and although 
the advocates of the measure may be honest in their motives, 
they inflict a wound upon the fundamental rights of the 
individual conscience as well as on the constitutional rights 
of each citizen under the national compact. 

The question is not at all whether we hold or do not 
hold the Puritanic idea of the Sabbath. Lutherans believe 
in keeping Sunday as a day of worship, but in their con- 
fessional writings they declare that whoever believes in a 
divine ordinance prescribing one ‘day of rest in seven -is 
a legalist who has not yet caught an inkling of the Gospel. 
But Lutherans, while deploring the habits of those professed 
Christians who, despising the Word of -God, cither remain 
home to read the paper or take automobile rides, do not 
invoke the police powers of the state in order to encourage 
an ‘observance of the Sunday in the Lutheran way, much 
less do they desire legislation which will compel Jews and 
Adventists to conform to the Lutheran view. But it is of 
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the essence of Puritanism to exercise just such compulsion, 
and the mental attitude which made possible the appalling 
rigidity of the old Puritan Sabbath is very much alive to-day. 
The Lord’s Day Alliance represents the hard, legalistic, re- 
pellent view of the Lord’s day which the Puritans brought 
to Massachusetts. And the Alliance has a card index. And 
a lobby. 

The Puritanical idea is plainly set forth by one of its 
spokesmen, Rev. John Ferguson, who in an interview declared 
that “the people must be made to reach a higher spiritual 
plane regardless of their own desires,” and that the nation 
as a whole must obey the Sabbath laws of the Old Testament. 
Unfortunately also a Lutheran, Dr. G. U. Wenner (Merger), 
has given his support to the new Sabbatarian movement 
through a pamphlet in which he declares that since this is 
a “Christian country,” (? ) we have a right to demand “legal 
enactments and constitutional provisions” to prevent the 
“desecration of the Sabbath.” 

The American doctrine is set forth in an editorial of — 
the New York Times, November 30, as follows: — 

“If any persons or religious denominations want Sunday kept 
in a particular way, it is their privilege so to keep it. Churches 
can enforce discipline upon their communicants. By precept and 
example they can recommend their theories and practises upon 
their neighbors. The moment they seek the aid of the law to thrust 
upon the great body of citizens a code of Sunday observance against 
which it rebels, they are trying to exercise a tyranny over other 
men’s consciences. They are unconsciously creating prejudice against 
a morality that seems pragmatical to their opponents, and even 
against religion itself.” 

From the moral point of view the efforts of the lobby 
at Washington are hopelessly futile. We cannot through 
human enactments attain the blessings which God has or- 
dained should come through regard for His Law, nor can 
we obtain such cessation from worldly affairs as the spirit 
of religion requires in the true Sabbath keeping. If it is 
urged that such enforced cessation from business will at least 
grant the opportunity for religious worship, history steps in 
to answer and says, if the enforced rest precede the incoming 
of religious motives, there will be no increase in church at-_ 
tendance. As outward influences cannot compel the heart 
to beat, even so the state cannot enter the domain of con- 
science. ‘Ihe entire realm of conscience, and of religious duty 
springing from conscience, is beyond the interference of the 
state. History has amply demonstrated this, and the present 
tendency to repeat the experiment must end in a repetition 
of this demonstration. 

It is not our intention to deny that the state may make 
laws prescribing Sunday rest. But the civil Sunday, as an 
economic and social measure, must be carefully distinguished 
from the Mosaic institution which the reformers now seek to 
introduce as an expression of our “national determination to 
honor the Sabbath day and keep it holy as God commands.” 
Nowhere in the literature relating to this question is the 
real nature of the civil Sunday more clearly set forth than 
in two decisions rendered by the late Allen G. Thurman, when 
he was one of the justices of the Ohio Supreme Court. - Judge 
Thurman said, as reported in the Ohio Law Reports Vol. 1 
p. 387, and Vol. 4, p. 571: — 


“We have no union of Church and State, nor has our govern- 
ment ever been vested with authority to enforce any religious ob- 
servance, simply because it is religious. Of course, it is no objec- 
tion, but, on the contrary, is a high recommendation, to a legislative 
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enactment, based upon justice or public policy, that it is found to 
coincide with the precepts of a pure religion; but the fact is never- 
theless true, that the power to make the law rests in the legislative 
control over things temporal and not over things spiritual. 
“Thus the statute upon which the defendant relies, prohibiting 
common labor on the Sabbath, could not stand for a moment as a law 
of this State, if its sole foundation was the Christian duty of keep- 


ing that day holy, and its sole motive to enforce the observance of 
that duty. 


“For no power over things merely spiritual has ever been’ 


delegated to the government, while any preference of one religion 
over another as the statute would give upon the above hypothesis 
is directly prohibited by the constitution. 

‘Acts evil in their nature, or dangerous to the public welfare, 
may be forbidden and punished, though sanctioned by one religion 
and prohibited by another, but this creates no preference what- 
ever, for they would be equally forbidden and punished if all relig- 
ions permitted them. Thus no plea of his religion could shield 
® murderer, ravisher, or bigamist; for the community would be 
at the mercy of superstition, if such crimes as these could be com- 
mitted with impunity, because sanctioned by some religious de- 
lusion. We are, then, to regard the statute under consideration 


as a mere municipal, or police regulation, whose validity is neither - 


strengthened nor weakened by the fact that the day of rest it en- 
joins is the Sabbath day. Wisdom requires that men should refrain 
from labor at least one day in seven, and the advantages of having 
the day of rest fixed, and so fixed as to happen at regularly recur- 
ring intervals, are too obvious to be overlooked. 

“It was within the constitutional competency of the general 
assembly to require this cessation of labor, and to name the day of 
rest. lt did so by the act (392) referred to, and, in accordance with 
the feelings of a majority of the people, the Christian Sabbath was 
very properly selected. But, regarded merely as an exertion of legis- 
lative authority, the act would have had neither more nor less 
validity had any other day been adopted.” és 


The Vital Need of the Church as Recognized by 
Non-Lutherans. 


I recently purchased a booklet entitled, Preparing to 
Commune; Etght Studies for a Calechumen Class, by a Pres- 
byterian pastor, the Rev. George Taylor, Jr. In the preface 
the author writes: — 

“The studies which follow are the outgrowth of an es- 
sential need in the life of the Church. Two facts gripped me 
early in my ministry. The first was that the requirements 
four church-membership were being lost sight of in the desire 
to increase the numbers, and that a gencrous leniency was 
being granted in order to get members enrolled. ... The 
second was that, after all, the minister had very little to do 
with shaping the ideas of his flock in the essentials of Christian 
doctrine. Even the most effective expository preaching and 
constructive prayer-meecting talks had the disadvantage of all 
lecture work without the interchange of ideas and questions. 
Also the minister’s touch with the Sabbath-school could only 
be narrowed to one class, or superficially spread over many 
at different intervals. In other words, he did not through 
these avenues succeed in impressing the lives with the great 
privileges of church-membership. ‘The conclusion was reached 
that if the Church is to hold her members true to the faith 
and the vital truths of her life, the work must be done with 
the boys and girls who enter chiefly through the Sabbath- 
school. While their lives are plastic and impressionable, the 
truths received are not lost; and a thorough instruction 
through such a pastor’s class in all our churches would go 
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far to insure to the generation to come a Church in whose 
life there abide more vitally and intelligently the essential 
truths of evangelical faith. It was out of such a conviction 
that this volume has grown.” 

In a foreword to the booklet the Rev. James A. Kelso 
says: — 

“The crass ignorance of the fundamentals of evangelical 
Christianity, now prevalent among the youth of America, is 
not only a deplorable fact, but constitutes one of the most 
difficult problems which many a pastor must meet and solve. 
The minister cannot even take the smallest degree of knowl- 
edge for granted in our age when religious instruction in the 
average home is unknown, yet no amount of ecstatic fervor 
or zeal in good works will make an adequate substitute for 
intelligence as a foundation for vital evangelical Christianity. 
A public confession of Christ and the entrance upon the priv- 
ileges of the Lord’s Supper, rightly regarded as signs of mem- 
bership in the Church of Christ, will only degenerate into 
superstitions, unless the youthful Christian is instructed in 
the elementary principles of the faith. This peculiar problem 
of ignorance has created the catechumen class in many 
churches, and this booklet ‘s intended for use in such classes.” 

The book contains e* sht studics, consisting of questions 
and answers, each with a brief explanatory note. ‘The sub- 
jects of the studies are: The Bible, Sin, Salvation, Confessing 
Christ, Christian Life, Faith and Prayer, Church-membership, 
the Sacraments. Without discussing its merits and demerits, 
I wish merely to call attention to the treatise as another cffort 
in one of the non-Lutheran Protestant church-bodies to meet 
the dire need of catechetical instruction of the young in order 
to train them for church-membership, and also as another 
mark of the .ever-widening conviction that the high-pressure 
methods of revivalism form a poor substitute for the thorough 
indoctrination of the young. 

The Rey. Kelso’s words are certainly a strong commen- 
tary on the inexcusable neglect of most Protestant churches 
of our country, to which “the crass ignorance of the funda- 
mentals of evangelical Christianity, now prevalent among the 
youth of America,” is due, next to the neglect of Christian 
parents in the home. 

Let us hope that many more pastors, not only in the 
Presbyterian, but in other Protestant churches, will awaken 
to the necessity for the catechumen class or, better still, for 
a complete system of education for the young imbued with 
Christian principles. 


Accident, Md. G. LUECKE. 


The Savior’s Birthday. 


There’s a silence of sleep in the deep of the night, 
There’s a message of joy with a strain of delight, 
There’s a chorus of praise in the Orient sky, 
There’s a Babe and a maid and a swect lullaby. 


There’s a wonder of grace and a beauty unfurled, 
There’s a manger that holds all the hope of the world, 
There’s a wending of feet to the door of the cave, 
There’s a Child that is poor, but is mighty to save. 


There’s a light in the heavens, a marvelous star, 
There’s a march of the Magi from regions afar, 
There’s a King of the J ews, yea, the Savior is here, 
And the day of His birth is the crown of the year. 


W. M. OZaMANSEE. 
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Meeting of the Board of Directors. 


The Board of Directors held its fifth meeting on Decem- 
ber 2 and 3, at Concordia Publishing House in St. Louis, Mo. 
' Besides the manifold routine business the Board espe- 
cially occupied itself with the erection of the Canadian college. 
After having thoroughly weighed the memorials of the breth- 
ren in Canada and carefully surveyed the whole field, it was 
unanimously resolved to place the institution at Edmonton, 
Alberta. 

A factory building in the neighborhood of our local 
church suitable for temporary quarters will be rented for two 
years, and the site selected by the committee at Edmonton 
purchased on the most advantageous terms. A local Board 
of Control and an Electoral College will be appointed and 
arrangements made for the opening of the school in the fall 
of 1921. May God nourish and cherish this young Con- 
cordia, so that it may become a blessing to our Church in 
the Northwest of our continent! 

Of the many resolutions passed by the last Synod the 
following have so far been carried out: The new, spacious 
home for our seminary in Porto /.legre has been bought and 
paid for, and will be occupied a.' the opening of the next 
school-year in February; the erection of a college in Canada 
is well under way; the nine new professorships created by 
Synod have been filled; and a Gencral Secretary for our 
Foreign Missions and a Financial Secretary for our Synod 
have been elected. 

Concerning the main task, the relocation of our St. Louis 
Seminary, the Board resolved to ask the brethren at St. Louis 
kindly to proceed with their collection of the promised fund 
for the site of the new seminary, so that they will be ready 
as soon as the Board of Directors may decide on the location, 
which they expect to do in the near future. 


Chicago, I[ll., December 11, 1920. F. PFroTENHAUER. 


énditorial. 


“Toy to the World.” — Aye, joy to the whole world! Most 
of the joys of this earth are confined’ to very small circles. In- 
deed, much that is joy to some must necessarily be sorrow to 
others. One man’s gain in business is often another man’s loss. 
In many a contest at school, at work, and in’ social life, one or 
a few go home in triumph, while the others return home with 
their colors trailing in the dust. In one house there is a wed- 
ding, not far off there is a funeral. One heart or one home is 
lit up with hope and rejoicing, but right near it there are many 
others that are stricken with darkness and despair. What does 
victory mean but that some one was defeated? What does a 
rich inheritance mean but that some one died? What does the 
winning of a prize mean but that some one lost it? What does 
‘it mean to be a commander but that many must obey? —Is 
there any joy, any victory, is there any gladness which does not 
mean sadness, trouble, and gloom? Yes, praise be to God, there 
is one joy of which we can say it is joy to the world, to the 
whole world, no one excluded. It is that joy of which we sing: 

From heav’n above to earth I come 

To bear good news to every home. 
' It is that joy of which the angel said: “Behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.” Every 
one, yes, every one, is to rejoice at the manger of Bethlehem. 
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When God became man’s Brother, when the Word was made 
flesh, when the eternal Son of God hecame the child of man 
and took our flesh and blood upon Himself, He offered to all 
men, without exception, riches, wealth, health, and happiness 


eternal. 
The glad joys of Christmas are for every one. The star 


that shines over the manger of Bethlehem shines into every 
home and into every heart. Jt is greater than the sun of the 
heavens, for the sun lights up but one-half of this earth at 
a time, while the Star of Jacob lights up this whole earth, always, 
for all times, and for all people. It shines into hospitals and 
jails, it shines for dying Lazarus, it shines for sinning Zacchaeus, : 
it shines for fallen Peter, it shines for aged Zacharias, it shines 
for new-born John. No other joy can compare in univerzality 
with this joy of the birth of the Savior. Not only Abraham 
rejoiced to sec that day, Adam and Eve, when they had to leave 
Paradise, had that Star of Jacob, the glad tidings of the Seed 
of the woman who would crush the head of the serpent, to point 
them to a higher and a better and more glorious and more last- 
ing Paradise than the one which they had lost. 

It is true, there is one sadness that comes to us when we 
behold that glad Star of happiness and hope. It is the same 
sadness that Jesus felt when He looked upon Jerusalem and 
said to those hard and stubborn people, “Ye would not!” Yes, 
tears of sorrow come to our eyes when we think of the many 
who will not drink of this pure, crystal water of joy, who will 
not believe in the great, deep, fathomless love’of God which 
Jesus proclaimed in those beautiful words: “God so loved the 
world that He gave His only-begotten Son.” But even these 
unbelievers shall not spoil our Christmas joy. However it be 
with those who stubbornly refuse to join in our hearty and 
happy Christmas hymns, we are going to sing with all Chris- 
tians and especially with all Christian children: — 

My heart for very joy doth leap, 
My lips no more can silence keep; 
I, too, must sing with joyful tongue 
That sweetest ancient cradle song: 
Glory to God in highest heaven, 
Who unto man His Son hath given! 
While angels sing with pious mirth, 
A glad New Year to all the earth! 

And, O joy, some of those who till now refused to join us 
will finally unite with us in this great Christmas joy and will 
sing with us in heaven! : Ss. 

The Cry of the Children. — Our Christmas joy cannot be 
complete unless we have heeded the admonition of the Advent 
text that we “distribute to the necessity of the saints,” “exercise 
hospitality.” and “weep with them that weep.” The thought is 
suggested by the renewed appeals for support of our relief work 
in Europe. The distress of the nations of Central Europe is 
still so great that the exercise of Christian benevolence and 
generosity must hasten to the rescue. In order that the im- 
pending starvation of millions of people may be prevented, 
Americans must give and continue to give with a generous hand. 
Our Board for European Relief has issued a call for large con- 
tributions in clothing and money for the relief of distress among 
the nations still groaning under the burden of war and now 
crushed under the effects of a disastrous peace. Reports which 
come from neutral sources fully justify the urgency of the 
appeal of our synodical board. Prof. F. W. Foerster, well known 
as a man of science and as a moderate and conservative thinker, 
declares in the Neue Zuericher Zeitung that the entire civilized 
world must collaborate to undertake relief measures on a large 
scale in order temporarily to check the underfeeding in German 
towns and citics. He says that the starvation of millions during 
the winter cold which he has observed is heart-rending. What 
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British and American Quakers have done for German women 
and children he calls merely a drop in the ocean. Neutral 
medical men who have visited various parts of Germany lately 
bear out Dr. Foerster, and one doctor narrates, without surprise, 
that an American woman belonging to an American Quaker 
commission sent to Berlin, fainted in a dispensary at sight of 
the state of Berlin children who had been brought in, wrapped 
in newspapers and in an indescribable condition owing to under- 
‘ feeding. j 
In the Melbourne Advertiser a contributor writes under the 
headline “The Cry of Little Children” as follows: “The cry of 
little children — hundreds of them — hungry, helpless, homeless 
—riddled with rickets, attacked with malignant tuberculosis, 
suffering with eczema, scrofula, starving. ‘Tiny faces, with 
large dull eyes, overshadowed by large bulbous foreheads, small 
arms just skin and bone, and above the crooked legs, with their 
dislocated joints, the swollen pointed stomach of the hungry’; 
children of three just beginning to walk, children of seven and 
eight looking like babies of four, and all through malnutrition. 
With snow on the ground they are wandering in the streets clad 
in cotton garments, barelegged, shivering, and blue to the lips 
with cold. There is no coal to be had wherewith to warm 
them. ... One physician in relief work in Austria tells of 
a little child who seemed to consume an incredible amount of 
bread given to it, and who yet did not get any stronger, and 
he found that it had hidden most of the bread under its straw 
mattress. The fear of hunger was so deeply rooted in the child 
that it had collected stores instead of eating the food. Surely 
no Australian mother or father can read this and remain un- 
moved.” 

Those who have not yet contributed to the work of relief 
have missed their first chance. But they have a second. The 
situation may yet be saved. The leanness of our own souls may 
yet be healed. But it requires a spirit of real sacrifice and of 
uncalculating generosity to stave off a famine in Central Europe 
such as that war-scarred continent has not seen‘since the Thirty 
Years’ War. G. 


Discouraged Unionists. — A few years ago many religious 
periodicals, and especially some interdenominational publica- 
tions (for instance, the Christian Herald), were trying to thrill 
all Christendom with the message that the union of all the 
churches was now nigh at hand; indeed, that it was knocking at 
our doors. John D. Rockefeller, Jr., seems to have thought that 
the psychological moment had come. He wrote his great appeal 
for a united Church. He gave thousands for the Interchurch 
World Movement, and he induced other church-members and 
church bodies to give millions. There were drives, canvasses, 
new publications, collections, resolutions, meetings of com- 
mittees, sermons, addresses, services — there was enough noise 
and commotion to make one believe that Pentecost itself was to 
be eclipsed. What was that little noise which Luther made 
when he nailed his ninety-five theses on the church-door of 
Wittenberg compared to the thundering appeals and the nerve- 
shattering blasts by which the leaders of the “Interchurch” 
announced that movement by which they hoped to revolutionize 
the Church and to regenerate the world!? But pray, what came 
of all this noise, commotion, and expense? 

Results! ? 

What result is there when six-year old Johnnie experiments 
upon father’s jeweled watch, and with his mother’s kitchen screw- 
driver trics to improve its action and reform its movement? 

Results!?2 Expense, loss, shame, disappointment, even pain 
and tears! 

There are, of course, some unionists who are incurable. 
They are like the Jews of our day, who, after two thousand 
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years, and in spite of the words of their Christ, “My kingdom is 
not of this world,” are still praying at the walls of Jerusalem 
for the restoration of their ancient city and kingdom, and are 
still collecting funds to found and develop a Jewish kingdom 
in which there is to be tolerance for all others, — a thing which 
is a contradiction in itself. The Pope, for instance, is still try- 
ing to do what he has never accomplished and what he has failed 
to do more and more in the last centuries, he is trying to have 
all who are called Christians to submit to his bondage and 
tyranny. The bishops of the Episcopal Church also continuc. 
to make overtures to all other Protestants to unite with them 
and submit to their ambiguous jurisdiction. Blasphemies such 
as Canon Barnes lately preached in Westminster Abbey will be 
permitted, but that childish myth of the Apostolic Succession 
must not be called in question. The Campbellites also continue 
to invite everybody to drop all other names and to adopt the 
glorious name which they have given to themselves, “The 
Christian Church,” to drop all confessions except this one that 
there are truths found in the New Testament, and to submit 
to be immersed by a Campbellite preacher. ‘The Evangelical 
Synod, finally, also continues to sing its little song of union. 
It seems to us, however, that this melody is growing weaker and 
weaker. After all, some of these people are discovering that 
when Jesus prayed for His Christian Church “That they all 
may be one, as Thou, Father, art in Me and I in Thee” (John 
17, 21), He was not praying to us, but to His heavenly Father, 
and that to us He said: “Teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you” Matt. 28, 20. 

As for the rest of the unionists, however, as far as they 
have expressed themselves publicly, there seems to be much dis- 
couragement. The debacle of the Interchurch World Move- 
ment was so crushing that a vast multitude, among them many 
of its most enthusiastic supporters, have been thoroughly dis- 
illusioned. Disappointment, perplexity, almost despair, have 
taken hold of some of them. One of them writes: “How impos- 
sible it will ever be to expect anything like outward similarity 
among the Christians of the world! ... Influenced by varying 
forms of government, separated by languages that carry varying 
contents and that breed unlike emotions, isolated by seas and 
ancient prejudices, having unequal contact with the currents of 
world-thought, and differing widely in the privileges of, and the 
yearning for, culture, we must not be disappointed in the tone 
delay of a fond ideal.” 

Dr. Lyman Abbott, editor of the Outlook, is of the opinion 
that all efforts to unite Christendom outwardly have so far 
failed. — 

But we have more than a destructive criticism of the Inter- 
church World Movement and unionism in general. We have 
a constructive plan of action. We have the plan of the Master 
Builder and Architect of the Christian Church, Jesus Christ 
Himself. Its distinct outlines are given, Matt. 28,19 and 20, 
and everything else in the Bible agrees thereto. We are going 
to do just what St. Paul did, we are going to sow the good seed 
and water the plants, but leave all else to Him who alone can 
give the increase. His directions are unmistakable, and His 
promises are infallible. Blessed are all they who faithfully and 
loyally follow this Captain under all circumstances and trust 
His assurances. The very gates of hell shall not prevail 
against them. - Ss. 


The Gideons and the Bible. — The Gideons are a society 
of commercial travelers generally known as drummers. Their 
purpose is to assist men when away from home to escape temp- 
tations and to safeguard their peace of mind under trying or 
distressing circumstances. For this purpose they have now 
placed 237,000 Bibles in hotel bedrooms. - 
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It has been found that nothing is such a power against 
despair and other assaults of the Evil Spirit as the Word of God. 
No doubt, many of these men have experienced the power of 
that Gospel of which St. Paul said: “I am not ashamed of 
the Gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth.” 

This is neither a new nor a strange nor a surprising ex- 
perience. Who could calculate all the utterances of those who 
have been blessed for time and eternity, in sickness and in 
health, in good and in evil days, in youth and in age, by the 
blessed Word of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ? And yet 
the world is wilfully ignorant of this source and spring of all 
true happiness for time and eternity. How little the Bible is 
read in the homes! How little instruction do children receive 
from the Sacred Volume! How little its contents are known 
even among those who are pursuing courses of study at higher 
schools! How shameful is the neglect of God’s blessed Word 
even among those who are called Christians! Nothing on this 
earth so demonstrates the hardness of heart, the folly and sin 
of man, his utter corruption, his ungodly and wicked depravity, 
as this neglect and contempt for God’s holy Word. Nothing 
so powerfully and definitely demonstrates the blackness of heart 
and the death of the soul in natural man as this indifference 
to that Word which alone reveals to us the wonderful love of 
God, the meaning of our life, and bestows upon us the hope of 
a blessed eternity. 

In you or in me there could not be a more certain and 
dangerous sign of impending evil and of corruption of heart 
than an unwillingness to read, to hear, to meditate, or to con- 
sider what God has said to us in the Bible. If we find ourselves 
becoming weary of that Word, if we discover in ourselves a dis- 
taste or surfeit of that manna from heaven and that water of 
life, then things have come to a very bad pass with us indeed. 
Then there is great necd for us to confess our depravity to God, 
to seck the assurance of His mercy, and to cry to Him to revive 
Ilis work in us. “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
Word of God,” and, “Without faith it is impossible to please 
_ God”; without faith salvation is impossible. Faith alone saves, 
and faith can come to us in no other way than through the Word 
of God. As we therefore hope for heaven, as we wish to be and 
remain Christians, let us pray God to keep within us the love 
of His holy Word, so that we may be among those of whom it 
is snid: “Blessed are they that hear the Word of God and 
keep it.” Ss. 

The Fall of the Episcopal Church.— Canon E. W. Barnes, 
of Westminster Abbey, London, in a sermon denied that man 
was created perfect and then fell into sin. According to Canon 
Barnes man is evolved from some “fundamental stuff in the 
universe.” Recently, in an address before the British Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Science, he claimed to speak for 
Christian thinkers, and said that these no longer accept the 
story of the Garden of Eden as a historical occurrence. Later 
on he preached from his pulpit that science has shown that man 
has existed more than one hundred thousand years. While some 
are shocked at his utterances, others are defending him. Of 
Jesus Christ, Canon Barnes wrote in the London Times: “Jesus 
Christ was the miraculous example of what we should try to 
become. Man was not made perfect and then marred; his evo- 
lution is still proceeding.” : 

Canon Barnes has. not at all shaken our belicf in the Bible 
narrative of the Fall of Man, but he has strengthened our con- 
viction that the Episcopal Church has fallen and is falling more 
and more every day. When such rank unbelief is preached by 
its highest dignitaries, a doctor of.theology and a Candén of 
' Westminster Abbey, then she has herself clearly written over 
her gates: “Ichabod.” Small wonder that many Episcopalians 
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are looking about for some other church connection where at 
least the Holy Trinity, the Divinity of Jesus Christ, the Fall of 
Man, and the Savior’s Atonement for our sin are not called in 
question. 

And this Episcopal Church, while permitting such brazen 
heathen error to be proclaimed, at the same time insists upon 
that childish toy, “the Apostolic Succession.” What is all this 
but “straining at gnats and swallowing camels”? — 

Does this not in part explain why the Episcopal Church is 
at present going into the healing and “faith cure” business? 
They must offer the people something. If there is no forgiveness 
of sin through Jesus’ blood, if there is no redemption from 
eternal death, if there is no God-man Savior, if there is no 
gracious gift of eternal life through Jesus, the Redeemer, then 
what shall religion offer? Cures! Cures of all kinds! A cure 
for rheumatism, a cure for lumbago, a cure for epilepsy, perhaps 
also for internal and external parasites and corns and warts. 
Oh, how unspeakably sad! How are the mighty fallen! Many 
healers instead of the one great Savior! Boldest and baldest 
rationalism instead of that precious God-given Gospel of which 
St. Paul said: “I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for 
it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that ber 
lieveth.” _ 

We know full well that godliness is profitable unto all 
things, it helps us even in obtaining bread and fishes; but woe 
to those who seek Jesus for the sake of the bread and fishes! 
When Peter was asked if he were going to leave Jesus as others 
had left Him, Peter answered: “Lord, to whom shall we go? . 
Thou hast the words of eternal life. And we believe and are 
sure that Thou art that Christ, the Son of the Living God.” 
John 6, 68.69. Peter did not say: “Lord, to whom shall we go? 
With Thee we have loaves and fishes, we are sure that Thou art 
the healer of our warts, rheumatism, and lumbago.” — ° 

The devil certainly deals mercilessly with these rationalists 
and healers. - 

Let all Christians pray God daily: “Strengthen and pre- 
serve us steadfast in Thy Word and faith unto our end.”  S. 


Prohibition. — Lutherans are not very much interested in 
the prohibition movement. The proud Pharisaism of some 
legalistic teetotalers and the utter depravity and helplessness 
of the drunken fool both make sad, very sad pictures. In actual 
life, however, the contest between them sometimes becomes 
farcical. As for Lutherans, they are thankful that there has 
been no interference with their use of communion wine for the 
Sacrament. We are also thankful that fanaticism has not gone 
so far as to forbid the physician to prescribe or to dispense an 
alcoholic preparation if the condition of the patient demands it. 

But the prohibitionists are far from satisfied.’ They are 
having some very bitter experiences in trying to make people 
good by law. They confess that there are so many proprietary 
or patent medicines containing alcohol, and so many alcoholic 
preparations fit for beverage use, and so many physicians and 
druggists who are prescribing and dispensing these prepara- 
tions, that they must continue their fight against alcohol. The 
following dispatch from Washington, D.C., gives us some in- 
sight into their present difficulties: — 

“Proprietary medicines and alcoholic preparations fit for 
beverage use are now receiving the attention of the Anti-Saloon 
League. Wayne B. Whecler, general counsel of the League, has 
already filed protests against the reissuance of permits for 
making many of these preparations. The fight is on against the 
makers and dispensers of these preparations, some of which 
contain a much larger percentage of alcohol than the old-time 
beer and wine. Horke, Vino, and- Wine of Pepsin are given as 
examples. 
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“Formerly about 800,000 gallons per month of liquors were 
withdrawn for non-beverage purposes. To-day it has reached 
the alarming amount of 4,000,000 gallons per month. It is time 
to call a halt on this by most stringent administration and 
enforcement of the permit system,” says Wheeler. “The 
Treasury Department is urged to change its standard in de- 
termining what is an alcoholic preparation unfit sd bever- 
age use.” 

Besides these difficulties the prohibitionists tell us —_ they 


must also keep watch on the mincemeat and other pies which 


are flavored with alcohol. It’s a sad business! Praised be God 
who preserved our fathers from becoming kitchen inspectors. 

The real cure for alcoholism is taught by the apostle when 
he teaches: “Be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess, but 
be filled with the Spirit.” Eph.5,18. He that is filled with 
the Spirit will lose his morbid craving for alcoholic spirits. The 
Spirit of God. is much, much more than an antidote, it is the 
gold of God instead of the counterfeit of the devil. In the 


Spirit of God which enters our soul from His precious Word, 


there comes to us that precious water of life, which, if we drink, 
we shall never thirst. 

To be a drunkard, a drunken fool, oh, horror of horrors! 
To have the thirst and craving for alcohol and not to be able 
to obtain it, oh, what a living hell! But, “Blessed are they 
which do hunger and thirst after Mighteousneya, for they shall 
be filled.” S. 

Still in the Middle Ages. — “The story of a crucifix that 
comes to life has been circulated by the Catholic papers in Spain. 
The phenomenon is said to occur in a church at Limpias, San- 
tandor. The bishop of Pinar del Rio, Cuba, and others, are 
said to have witnessed it this year. It takes the form of the 
figure of Christ coming to life, showing agony by the rolling 
of the eyes, the heaving of the chest, and the gaping of the heart- 
wound, according to beholders, who report it as lasting for a 
period of one and one half hours. In the last year 200,000 
people have made pilgrimages to the church.” 

“In this year the relics of the holy martyr Narcissus were 
obtained at Gerona and were brought to Augsburg with great 
solemnity. His sacred body was found intact some years ago, 
still bearing the marks of his martyrdom. He had been killed 
while celebrating mass in the year 306, being wounded mortally 
in neck and shoulder. At the opening of his grave his body 
was found uncorrupted, his complexion ruddy, his hand raised 
in benediction. Bishop Berengar says that when a certain abbot 
attempted to cut off one of his toes as a relic, St. Narcissus drew 
back his foot. This happened in the presence of several wit- 
nesses.” 

The first of these stories, that of the crucifix with rolling 
eyes, was printed in the Roman Catholic New World, Chicago, 
April 20, 1920. Into the second, that of the corpse which pulled 
back its threatened toe, we drifted while reading some medieval 
chronicles lately, the Augsburger Jahrbuecher, where they chron- 
icle the events of the year 1077. 

Rome has learned little since the Dark Ages. Let us rather 
say, Rome knows to-day, as it has known these many centuries, 
that a people enslaved in superstition may always be depended 
on to defend the authority of the a a of the hierarchy, 
and of the Holy Father. G. 

Our Poems. — Not all our ate are lovers of poetry, 
but we hope that none will fail to read the three beautiful 
Christmas songs printed in this issue. On our first page we 
republish Christmas verses written by two althors who are of 
all American poets of recent times the most beloved. It is 
a great joy to note how well the essential message of Christ- 
mas is brought out in these two beautiful, though all but un- 
known pocms. G. 
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INSTALLATION AND ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION AT 
CONCORDIA SEMINARY. 


With great solemnity the three new professors-elect of Con- 
cordia Seminary, St. Louis, — the Rev. John H. C. Fritz, Dean, 
the Rev. Martin S. Sommer, and the Rev. John T. Mueller, — 
were installed at Holy Cross Church Thursday evening, De- 
cember 2. The spacious church was crowded to overflowing 
when the ringing of the bells announced the approach of the 
festival procession. The venerable Dr. C. C. Schmidt, pastor 
of Holy Cross, led the van of the cortege which had formed at 
the Seminary building and which filed into the church and 
down the aisle during the organ prelude played by Mr. Wismar. 
The column of marchers consisted of: Dr. Schmidt; Professors 
Fuerbringer and Mezger; Dean Fritz; Prof. Martin Sommer 

Prof. Th. Gracbner; Prof. J. T. Mueller and Dr. E. A. W. 
Krauss; the Board of Directors of the Missouri Synod; the 
Board of Control of the Seminary; the Directors of Concordia 
Publishing House; and about 100 pastors of St. Louis and 
vicinity, with Rev. P. Koenig, assistant pastor of Holy Cross, 
closing the procession. The professors entered the-sacristy and 
thence, together with the colleagues who awaited them there, 
issued forth in clerical gowns and took their seats in a semi- 
circle about the altar steps. Seats were reserved for the pastors 
and officials of Synod to the sides and the rear of the faculty, 


. and when all were seated, the congregation intoned “Come, Thou | 


Almighty King.” Dr. Schmidt officiated at the altar after the 
hymn was sung; the Creed was confessed by the assembly; 
and after another hymn, the Rev. Wm. Dallmann of Milwaukee, 
member of the Educational Survey Committce of Synod, 
preached an eloquent sermon on John 8, 31. 

The great students’ chorus of the Seminary now sang, re- 
sponsively, the Z'e Deum Laudamus. Sung unisono and with 
perfect intonation, the tremendous cadences of the ancient 
Hymn of Praise rolled forth, rising and falling, rising and fall- 
ing, overpowering in their majesty, suggesting with power that 
none who heard this singing can ever forget the thanksgiving of 
the saints of all ages for the mercies of God to His Church on 
earth. The harmonies that once moved Augustine to tears and 
which in fifteen centuries have contributed to the solemnizing 
of great events in the life of the Church seemed in this in- 
stance to proclaim the thanksgiving of the Church of the latter 
days for the continued possession of apostolic truth in lecture 
halls and pulpit. 

Immediately after the singing of the Ambrosian hymn, 
Dr. F. Pfotenhaucr, the venerable president of the Missouri 
Synod, mounted the pulpit and in a masterful discourse spoke 
on Eph. 4,11 ff. The congregation now sang a German hymn, 
and then the installation proper took place. Dr. F. Pieper read 
the form, the three candidates responding to the stated ques- 
tions, while the members of the faculty (with the exception of 
Prof. Pardieck, unfortunately incapacitated by illness) stood to 
their right and left. The Lord’s Prayer was spoken jointly by 
the faculty, and a collect, benediction, and doxology concluded 
the service. 

In the mess-hall of the Seminary a light luncheon had been 
provided for the students and faculty, the visiting Board of 
Directors of Synod, the Board of Control, the Directors of our 
book concern, and the pastors and teachers of St. Louis and 
their wives. This social gathering was made the occasion also 
of the twenty-fifth jubilee of Professors Bente and Fuerbringer. 
Though somewhat belated,— the influenza epidemic had. pre- 
vented the celebration at the proper date, two years ago, — 
many speeches of felicitation were made, Mr. E. Seuel acting 

sas master of ceremonies. Telegrams of congratulation were re- 
ceived from our Missouri Synod Colleges and from individuals. 
In excellently conceived remarks :Profs. Fuerbringer and Bente 
and the three newly installed men responded to the good wishes 
extended. Prof. Iuerbringer brought out the interesting fact 
that a member of our Board of Control, Mr. A. G. Brauer, had 
also rounded out twenty-five years of faithful service. 

The church service had been arranged by the Board of 
Control, the social gathering at the Seminary by the Board of 
Concordia Publishing House through Mr. E. Scuel and.the 
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Rev. F. Oberschulte. The Rev. F. W. Herzberger had written 
the text of a festival anthem, which was sung by the students’ 
chorus under the personal direction of Concert Master Fischer 
of the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra. 

A few words about the new members of the faculty will not 
be out of place. We shall refer to them in order of age. Prof. 
M. S. Sommer has since his ordination into the holy ministry 
served Grace Church at St. Louis and has seen it develop from 
a small missionary flock to a large congregation possessing one 
of tho finest houses of worship in the Missouri Synod. He has 
done much literary work, having been joint editor of the Lu- 
THERAN Witness since 1914. He will teach Catechetics and 
will superintend the exercises in sermon delivery. He will con- 
tinue to serve on the editorial committee of the Witness. Dean 
Fritz has filled charges at Bismarck, Mo., Brooklyn, N. Y., and 
St. Louis (Bethlehem). He was elected President of the 
Western District in 1919, and was offered a Vice-Presidency of 
the Missouri Synod this year at Detroit, an election which the 
convention withdrew at the request of the Western District. He 
will act as Dean of the Seminary and will instruct a class in 
the department of Church History. Prof. J. T. Mueller, the 
youngest member of the faculty, taught in our college in New 
Orleans and also in a Norwegian academy at Wittenberg, Wis., 
and then went into pastoral work. He was pastor of our con- 





Prof. F. Bente. 


Prof. L. Fuerbringer. 


gregation at Ottawa, Ill., when called to a newly created chair 
of Dogmatics and Exegesis at our Seminary. Profs. Fritz and 
Mueller have also done a considerable amount of literary work. 
May God richly bless the lnbors of these three men in their 
ministrations to the students of Concordia and to the Church 
at large, and may He grant many years of continued theological 
activity to the two seniors who shared with them the honors of 
this memorable occasion! G. 


SOUTHEASTERN LETTER. 


The Southeastern Conference of our English District met 
last August in the historical Coyner’s Congregation in the 
beautiful Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. As is customary in 
this conference, the sessions were thrown open to the public, 
and a large number of members and strangers came to hear 
the discussions. The papers for the public sessions were of 
a nature to interest the laymen. Rev. G. E. Mennen finished his 
excellent paper on “The Christian in His Daily Life and Call- 
ing.” Rev. M. F. Kuegele read a paper. on the timely subject 
“The Millennium,” in which he presented the wrong doctrines 
of the Chiliasts together with their refutation and a statement 
of the correct attitude taken by our Church. For the private ses- 
sion Rev. C. Kuegele presented a paper on Christ’s Descent into 
Hell. Sermons were preached by Prof. O. W. Kreinheder and 
Revs. C. Werberig and M. F. Kuegele. Rev. E. J. Friedrich 
was elected president of the conference. President Kreinheder 
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and Rev. E. T. Coyner were welcome guests of our conference. 


_ President Kreinheder presented some synodical matters. Be- 


cause delegates from this district at the recent mecting of the 
General Body at Detroit were handicaped by the use of the 
German language in the meeting, and since it is impossible for 
us to get delegates who understand German, it was decided to 
petition the General Body to devise means so that English- 
speaking delegates might derive more benefit from the dis- 
cussions. The members of the conference will long remember 
the hospitality shown them by the congregation. 

On October 17 the writer of these lines was present at 
another interesting meeting. It was the hundredth anniversary 
meeting of the Ev. Lutheran Tennessee Synod, held at Lincoln- 
ton, N.C. The synod met at the same place where the split in 
the North Carolina Synod had occurred one hundred years ago, 
resulting: in the formation of the old Lutheran Tennessee Synod. 
This synod was famous even before the Missouri Synod was 
formed because of its staunch Lutheranism and uncompromis- 
ing opposition to the loose and liberal General Synod. The 
most prominent pastors of this synod were the zealous and self- 
sacrificing Paul Henkel, David Henkel, and Polycarp Henkel. 
Especially David and Polycarp were staunch defenders of the 
faith. At this meeting of the synod interesting essays were 
read dealing with the early history of the synod. On the day 
following the centennial celebration, the synod by a close vote 
resolved to reunite with the North Carolina Synod. After 
Polycarp Henkel’s death the synod had given up its independent 
position and joined with other Southern synods in forming “The 
United Synod of the South.” Two years ago the Tennessee 
Synod helped to form “The United Lutheran Church of 
America.” They justify this step by their intention of acting 
as a good leaven among the lax elements in these bodies. They 
think they “can do more good from the inside than they can 
by standing on the outside.” We cannot agree with them in 
their way of arguing, but we wish them well in any efforts they 
may make to bring the “United Lutheran Church” to a sound 
Lutheran practise. We doubt very much whether they will suc- 
ceed, but if they ever do succeed, the Lutheran Church in 
America might before long be able to unite its forces. The 
laxer elements are troubling Israel and keeping the Lutheran 
Church split up into opposing synods. Till we are convinced 
that the “United Lutheran Church” does not only subscribe to 
the correct Lutheran doctrine, but also translates this doctrine 
into sound Lutheran practise, we cannot with a clear conscience 
join hands with them in Christian fellowship. 

On the last Sunday in October, the Joint Reformation 
Festival of our congregations in Catawba and Alexander coun- 
ties was celebrated at St. Peter’s Church. This congregation is 
also historical. It is nearly one hundred years old, and the 
grave of Rev. Polycarp Henkel is next to the church. He was 
a son of the congregation and served it as pastor for a number 
of years. His former home, which is now a dilapidated log 
house, is about half a mile from the church. The congregation 
is now served by the writer. 

Conover, N. C. 


FIFTH AVENUE AND THE IRISH. 


Thanksgiving Day witnessed a very unusual occurrence on 
most aristocratic Fifth Avenue, for on that day an attack was 
made on the Union Club across the street from St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral by about 5,000 Irish sympathizers who had just come 
from the celebration of mass, because from the windows of the 
Union Club, together with flags of other nations, the British flag 
was displayed in commemoration of the landing of the Pilgrims. 
Sticks and stones were hurled and windows and heads broken. 
Where the people found the stones on Fifth Avenue is a mystery. 
The riot assumed such proportions that the mounted police had 
to be enlled to disperse the howling mob. Even Monsignor 
Lavelle—ZI believe he is the dean of the Cathedral— was un- 
successful in his pleas from the steps of the Cathedral. When 
the Avenie was cleared, it was littered with stones and broken 
glass and paper. Women, it is said, played a most prominent 
part in the riot. How disgraceful, said Fifth Avenue. 

But the sequel to the riot is the most interesting part. For 
on the Sunday following the New York Times brought a letter 
of protest which had been sent to Archbishop Hayes of New 
York, signed by 60 prominent Catholics, both men and women. 
For forcefulness of language it leaves nothing to be desired. 
“As Americans and Catholics we protest against the infusion 
of politics into our beloved Church. It is particularly deplor- 


Martoy F. KueceELeE. 


410 


able that an outrage upon American liberty should have taken 
place upon our national day of thanksgiving, and coming as 
it did from a mob of pcople who had just attended mass at 
ethe Cathedral. In order to remove any doubt as to our con- 
demnation of this un-American proceeding, we are sending a 
copy of this communication to the press.” Then follow tho 
names of the signers, the majority of them women, and of these 
again the greater number married. 

Many of the signers, according to the news story of the 
Times, resented the activities of the archbishop in supporting 
the Irish movement for independence. One of them is pur- 
ported to have said: “The letter is a protest against hyphenated 
citizenship. We protested rightly against the German-American 
during the war. Why should wo not protest against the Irish- 
American? This hyphen has already caused a riot. It might 
cause others much more serious. This is not a protest outside 
the Catholic Church. It is a protest inside the Church.” 

Every one speculated what would be the consequence of this 
most unprecedented action by a group of the laity pver against 
one of the highest members of the hierarchy in this country. 
Well, Lutheran, what do you think was the result of this flam- 
borant protest of Catholic laity against the aristocracy of the 
Romish Church? Yes, your surmise is very correct. The arch- 
bishop stamped into press and declared emphatically and de- 
fiantly that he was not responsible to the protestants for any 
action of his. In other words, it was none of their business what 
he did. And the signers of that letter terrifiedly scurried to 
cover, hurriedly disclaimed any kind of connection with the 
affair, and no doubt have craved very humble pardon at the 
dignitary’s feet by this time. 

Infusion of politics into the Catholic Church? Nonsense! 
The archbishop’s support of the Irish cause is pure charity, help- 
ing these poor Irish in their distress. snd a few days later 
some of the dignitaries of the Cathedral posed for the press 
photographer in front of the main entrance with Mrs. McSwiney 
in their midst, looking at the Union Club across the street, some 
scowling, others smiling. | 

Jersey City, N. J. G. E. Haceman. 


JOY IN A NEGRO MISSION STATION. 


Dear Reader: —I wish you could imagine fully the grati- 
tude of the members of Mount Carmel colored congregation 
upon this occasion. Some three years ago Rev. N Bakke 
came and introduced to our congregation Rev. G. A. Schmidt. 
For these three years we enjoyed the blessing of hearing Rev. 
Schmidt expounding to us the beautiful truths of the Bible. 
He preached the Law to us to show us our sins and our per- 
dition. He preached the Gospel to us to show us our Savior 
and the grace of God. He preached Christ and Him crucified. 
He told us the truth, and the whole truth, and nothing did he 
keep back. He was kind, gentle, and easy of approach. He 
shared our sorrows as well as our joys. To know him was to 
love him. The Lord blessed his work, and the congregation in- 
creased in knowledge and wisdom, as well as in numbers. 

It was sad news last April when we learned of his illness 
and of the Board’s decision that he must go home. For nearly 
six months we were without a pastor of our own. When- 
ever possible, Superintendent Bakke would come or send us 
a preacher. 

Dear readers, probably some of you have had the experience 
of being without a pastor. It is a great loss to a congregation. 
Our congregation had a general falling off in attendance, col- 
lections, and the like. The members made almost daily in- 
quiries about the pastor, how he was, and when he would return. 
One of our old members, some seventy years old, asked one day, 
“Miss Rosa, what has become of our pastor? Will we ever get 
another pastor?’ What was to be done in this sad time? I read 
my Bible day and night, and prayed that the Lord might keep 
us together. I tried to cheer up our members, when making my 
visits, by telling them of the beautiful truths which I had read 
in my Bible, and tried to encourage them to read too. At times, 
when I felt myself growing weak, I would read all the more and 
prayed but the harder. 

At last Rev. N. J. Bakke came, preached, and announced 
that we would soon have another pastor of our own. Oh, what 
good news! Soon we received a letter from Rev. Schmidt in 
which he informed us on what day he would come and preach 
to us, and install Rev. Westcott. When that day arrived, Rev. 
Schmidt rolled up in his car, bringing with him Rev. Westcott. 
our new pastor, and Mrs. Westcott, his wife. All present rushed 
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forward to greet them with cheerful hearts and ha ‘ 
What a handshaking! How they did laugh! i 

Time for service. Let us go into the chapel. The chapel 
was beautifully decorated with flowers. When all were seated, 
Rev. Schmidt opened the service by announcing a hymn, which 
the congregation sang with spirit. Mrs. Westcott presided at 
the organ. 

Rev. Schmidt entered the pulpit, his old place. His features 
and voice were natural. and familiar. He chose for his text 
1 Kings 22,14: “As the Lord liveth, what the Lord saith unto 
me, that will I speak.” He read the text, and then had the 
congregation repent it. LHe preached a soul-stirring sermon, 
pointing out the great sin of teaching false doctrine, and the 
detriments resulting therefrom. 

When the sermon was ended, Rev. Schmidt installed Rev. 
Westcott. The installation was performed with great solemnity. 

After the installation, Rev. Westcott entered the pulpit, 
and offered up a fervent prayer, made a few remarks, and then 
read the following text: “I determined not to know anything 
among you save Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” In his ser- 
mon he said he would tell us “the old, old story of Jesus and 
His love.” He would preach Jesus and Him crucified, nothing 
more and nothing less. After this sermon Rev. Schmidt came 
forward and administered Holy Communion. A thank-offering 
was collected. ° 

When the service was concluded, the members came for- 
ward and introduced themselves to the new pastor and his wife. 
Those coming late also rushed to shake Rev. Schmidt’s hand. 
Every one seemed filled with joy and happiness. The service 
has been the talk for several days. Dear readers, you, too, may 
help us to thank God for having given us another pastor. 


Yours in Christ. 
Midway Place, Ala. Rosa J. Younc. 


EDMONTON, ALBERTA, DELEGATE CONFERENCE. 


Read a little report of a delegate conference held in Edmon- 
ton, Alberta, November 183—15. If for no other reason, you 
will be interested because one seldom* reads of the work of our 
Church in Western Canada. 

This conference, which was attended by 27 pastors and 
18 lay-delegates, also by our Hon. General President, Dr. F. 
Pfotenhauer, and Mr. Henry Horst (members of the Board of 
Directors), was called to discuss the possible, rather, appropriate 
future whereabouts of Synod’s first Concordia in Canada and 
to make arrangements preparatory to the organization of our 
own synodical District, which, God willing, will be cffected in 
June or July, 1921. 

Pastor Schwermann, of Wetaskiwin, presented an inter- 
esting paper. in which he set forth the reasons for making the 
city of Edmonton the home of our first Canadian alma mater. 
In connection with this, nearly one entire afternoon was de- 
voted to reports of the various missionaries. It appeared that 
Edmonton is a stronghold of Lutheranism, so to speak, being 
surrounded by more and larger congregations of the Missouri 
Synod than any other place in Western Canada. It was shown 
also that there are, at present, 34 pastors in Alberta and British 
Columbia working among 6,500 souls, of which about 3,000 are 
communicant members. These are divided into 12 self-support- 
ing and 33 organized congregations and about 78 preaching- 
stations. ; 

Of course, Conference met not in order to decide upon the 
location of our college, but merely to discuss the advisability 
of building in Edmonton. No matter, therefore, which place 
Synod’s Board of Directors may choose as the best and most 
appropriate one, Conference resolved, under any conditions, 
gladly to cooperate to the utmost of its ability for the welfare 
of that much-needed and long-wished-for institution. 

These were the two most important topics which occupied 
the members of conference during four long sessions. Surely, 
such topics are well worth our while. On the other hand, are 
they not also proof that God has graciously heard the prayers 
and bounteously blessed the gifts offered Him in behalf of our 
home mission in Canada? And should they not induce us to 
continue praying and giving? 

May God grant us both to will and to do of His good 
pleasure! : 

Pincher Creek, Alta. R. F. Houtzen. 


* Despite earnest attempts of the WiTNEss to secure news items 
from this interesting field. — Ep. 
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PANHANDLE SPECIAL CONFERENCE OF TEXAS. 


The Panhandle Special Conference met in regular session 
at St. Paul’s Church, Fort Worth, Texas, the Rev. W. C. Geis- 
ler, pastor, November 12 to 15. Despite the fact that a number 
of the brethren had to travel more than 300 miles, the conference 
was well attended, 18 of the 21 members and several visitors 
being present. Rev. A. J. Birnbaum, of Vernon, was elected 
chairman and Rev. P. Kaiser, of Clara, secretary. 

The two doctrinal papers before the conference, the one a 
dogmatical essay on the signs preceding the last coming of 
Christ according to Matt. 24, 5—14 by Rev. E. F. Riess, and the 
other, an exegetical treatment of Luke 5, 1—11 by Rev. Geo. J. 
Beyer, proved to be highly interesting and provocative of much 
and lively discussion. Questions in practise asked by various 
brethren brought answers which were of interest and benefit to 
all. Considerable time was also given to discussion of ways and 
means to bring men under the influence of the Gospel. 

Neither were the financial needs of the Synod and the 
Texas District in particular overlooked, and Conference re- 
solved to encourage all congregations and mission-places to con- 
tribute their quotas to all treasuries during the coming year. 
The financial report of the Panhandle Visitors’ Circuit proved 
to be especially interesting, for it showed beyond a shadow of 
doubt that the old saying: “The large congregations are doing 
it all, let the smaller ones also do their share,” is quite out of 
date, for according to the Visitors’ report for 1919 the five self- 
sustaining congregations and the mission-places, numbering 
only about 800 communicant members, contributed for synod- 
ical purposes the sum of $17,397, or a little more than $20 per 
communicant. Tell our people the needs of Christ’s kingdom, 
and they will gladly and cheerfully contribute their share. 

Services were held Sunday morning and night. Holy Com- 
munion was celebrated in both services. Rev. A. J. Birnbaum 
delivered the preparatory address, Rev. E. F. Riess, the sermon 
in the German, and Rev. O. Hinge the sermon in the English 
language. After the night service Mr. A. W. Huge of Laporte. 
Indiana, Assistant Traveling Field Secretary of the Walther 
League, spoke on the objects of this organization and en- 
couraged the brethren to induce the young people of their con- 
gregations to join the League. 

Despite the fact that a real “Blue Norther” held the “Sunny 
South” in its grip during the entire conference, a good spirit 
was everywhere in evidence, and the splendid hospitality of the 
Fort Worth congregation was much enjoyed and “highly ap- 
preciated. On Monday afternoon the conference adjourned to 
meet again, D.v., next year in Rev. E. A. Heckmann’s con- 
gregation at Abilene, Tex. 


Wichita Falls, Tex. C. M. Beyer. 








Dutheran Daymen's League. 





REGARDING THE COMPLETION OF THE L. lL. L. FUND 


the President of the League recently wired us the following 
outline program: — 

The Lutheran Laymen’s League is a permanent body. 

The Lutheran Laymen’s Lengue was organized not only 
for the collection of the Three-Million-Dollar Endowment Fund. 

The League stands ready also otherwise and at all times to 
help Synod by word and deed in business and financial matters 
as expressed in our constitution. 

The past history of our League has demonstrated the use- 
fulness, in synodical work, both of our laymen in general and 
of their organization in particular, and projects of greater scope 
have already presented themselves for the future, which are best 
carried on by organized laymen fully imbued ‘with the spirit of 
sound Lutheranism. The Lutheran Laymen’s League will 
therefore continue active work to hold and increase its present 
splendid membership, and with this object in view all its 
directors, circuit laymen leaders, and members are encouraged 
to present the cause of the League in their home congregations, 
visitation circuits, and synodical Districts. By such an un- 
intermittent membership campaign effective interest in our 
Endowment Fund will be kept alive, so that every visitation 
circuit and synodical District may do its full share for this 
fund, either by membership fees or larger contributions. 

The Detroit 1920 Delegate Synod distinctly emphasized 
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this point in its well-known formal resolution, to which Synod’s 
Vencrable President, Dr. F. Pfotenhauer, then officially directed 
the attention of every member of Synod in his stirring appeal 
on “The Termination of the L. L. L. Campaign.” (See LUTHERAN 
Witxess, September 28, p. 309, and Lutheraner, September 21, 
p. 309.) The Endowment Fund should be complete before the 
L. L. L. begins the next larger project on its program. 

Gratitude for what God has done through us and justice to 
our Veterans of the Cross should, in my judgment, compel the 
Lutheran Laymen’s League to maintain this attitude. 


T. H. LAMpPRECHT, 
President Lutheran Laymen’s League. 


MINUTES OF THE LAYMEN’S CONFERENCE HELD IN 
SEYMOUR, IND., NOV. 21, 1920.* 


Rev. J. D. Matthius opened the meeting with a prayer. 
Owing to the absence of the chairman, C. G. Dammeyer, Theo. 
Wescloh was selected as temporary chairman. The following 
delegates had been selected by their respective congregations 
as members of the Laymen’s Conference of the combined circuits 
of Rev. J. D. Matthius and Rev. E. H. Eggers,. for a period, of 
three years [the names and addresses follow here]. 

The assembly proceeded to organize by electing C. G. Dam- 
meyer permanent chairman and A. H. Ahlbrand, secretary. 

Rev. J. D. Matthius, as acting president of the District, 
gave a brief review of what had been accomplished during the 
last three years. He stated that the getting together of repre- 
sentatives of congregations to discuss the requirements of the 
Synod and devise ways and means how best to raise the neces- 
sary funds to carry on the work of the Synod, was indeed very 
valuable both for the Church at large and for the individual 
congregation. These discussions had brought about, from time 
to time, the adoption of a practical application of the budget 
system by the establishment of quotas for each congregation 
and a reporting system by which the contributions from each 
individual congregation could be checked up. Groups of con- 
gregations combined as a circuit as also the entire District 
Synod could be checked up as a unit. The result of this was 
the adoption of blank forms on which to make the necessary 
entries so the reporting could be done in a systematic and con- 
venient manner. In addition to being a great help in raising 
the necessary moncys, it has also proven very valuable to the 
circuit visitors as also to the District President, as it gives them 
an insight into the finances of the individual congregations, as 
also the circuit and synod as a whole, that they have never had 
before. It was further shown that the value of this system has 
been recognized by the Delegate Synod by its adopting the 
resolutions that originated in the Local Laymen’s Conference, 
thereby adopting a system for the entire Synod at large. - 

Rev. Matthius then spoke on the budget which had been 
adopted by the Synod for the year 1921. He called especial 
attention to the amount of money needed in the Building Fund, 
approximating one million five hundred thousand dollars. Fol- 
lowing his remarks a general discussion took place, how best 
to proceed to raise the money necessary for this fund. 

After due consideration it was decided to recommend that 
each congregation make a house-to-house canvass for subscrip- 
tions covering this fund, and wherever possible to take these on 
a monthly basis instead of a yearly basis, so that, instead of 
having a subscription list on which members would sign a sum 
payable at one time during the year, for instance, a sum of 
$12.00, they have a subscription list on which they would sign 
a sum for a month, say $1.00, agrecing to pay this amount every 
month for twelve months. The opinion expressed was that by 
this method the monthly subscription of the individual would 
be small compared to the one and one half million dollars neces- 
sary to be raised, and that by getting each communicant mem- 
ber to subscribe a given amount per month payable each month 
for a year, the sum total paid by all congregations in the Synod 
within a year would easily reach the one and one half millions. 

The attention of the delegates was called to the deficit in 
the Synodical Treasury brought about by the action of the . 
Detroit Delegate Synod increasing the salary of the professors, 





* The L.L. lL. department of our paper will hereafter be open 
for contributions illustrating financial methods and systems in vogue 
in our body and elsewhere. Mr. Ahlbrand’s report on the Central 
District’s Laymen’s Conference exhibits the practical working-out 
of several features of the financial plan adopted by our. Synod in 
1917 and 1920. — Ep. 
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by establishing new professorships, and by defraying the heat- 
ing and lighting bills of our colleges out of this treasury. Each 
congregation was urged to make every effort possible to increase 
its contributions to the Synodical Treasury this fall. Several 
of those present mentioned that they had already covered their 
quota in all treasuries and were now arranging plus contribu- 
tions for the Synodical Treasury. 

Relative to those congregations who failed to have a repre- 
sentative at the meeting, the thought was expressed that the 
visiting pastor should communicate with the pastors of the 
respective congregations with a view of having every congrega- 
tion represented at each meeting in the future. 

It was furthermore resolved that where a delegate finds it 
impossible to attend a meeting, he should excuse himself to the 
secretary, and personally see to it that his congregation is rep- 
resented by another member at the meeting. It was suggested 
that each congregation, in addition to the regular delegate, elect 
an alternate delegate, who should be notified by the regular 
delegate to attend the mecting in his absence. It was suggested 
that the alternate may be the delegate to the District Synod 
mecting. 

‘The attention of the assembly was also ealled to the pro- 
vision in the Milwaukee Resolutions covering the formation of 
laymen’s conferences, wherein it states that every lay delegate 
to the Delegate Synod is a member of the circuit laymen’s con- 
ference, and furthermore it was made his duty to see to it that 
the Synod’s resolutions were carried out by those congregations 
he represented at the Delegate Synod. Laymen present at the 
meeting were requested to notify such delegates as it concerned 
who were not present. ag 

The visiting pastors, together with the chairman and sec- 
retary, were requested to select the next meeting date as soon 
after the New Year as possible. 

All delegates were requested to fill in the report blanks 
for 1920 as soon after the New Year as possible and mail them 
to the secretary. 

Adjournment followed with prayer by Rev. E. H. Eggers. 

A. H. Autaranp, Secretary. 


December 11 the Endowment Fund stood at $2,303,007.00. 








New Publications. 


The Family Altar. Brief Daily Devotions, Based on Selected Scrip- 
ture Texts. By F. W. Herzberger. Concordia Publishing 
House, St. Louis, Mo. 375 pages, 6X9. Price, $2.50. 

The members of the English Literature Board gave proof of their 
good judgment when they selected the Rev. Herzherger to write this 
book of devotion; for by his life, education, work, and experience he 
is preeminently fitted for just such authorship. Those who know him 
have this conviction, and those who do not know him will be con- 
vinced when they read these devotions. In our opinion it is the best 
that the brother has cver written. Time did not permit us to read 
all of it, but we read much of it; for after we had begun to read, 
we were drawn on and on to read more and more. And the more 
we read in this Family Altar, the more ardently did we wish that all 
our homes might be blessed by such or similar daily devotions. 

To each daily devotion the author has assigned but one page. 
At the head of each page there shines some pearl of God’s precious 
Word. They who seck refreshment in these pages will therefore drink 
daily from that water which Jesus gave us in Fis life-giving Gospel. 
But it is not the will of the Lord that we read His Word superficially 
or thoughtlessly, wherefore there is subjoined to each Biblical selec- 
tion such a meditation as the different Biblical texts suggest. All 
these brief comments are written by the author himself. There is 
nothing stilted or awkward about them, but all is warmth and life. 
In all the book we met with no useless verbiage, no hampcring re- 
dundancy, no stereotyped phrases. They are forceful heart-to-heart 
talks, in simple, yet dignified, fluent, and idiomatic English. It is 
the language that we hear among plain, but careful people; it is the 
language which harmonizes with that of the King James Version. In 
nearly every instance the meditation closes with one or more stanzas 
of some spiritual song. And what rare good taste and skill are shown 
in these selections of sacred poetry! In one case (March 19) the 
reading consists of a part of the Passion History and six stanzas of 
that incomparable hymn: “O Bleeding Head and Wounded” — noth- 
ing more. Just as it should be! In another case (March 24) there 
is a brief extract of the history of the Savior’s suffering followed 
immediately by three stanzas of “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted,” 
to which is added an carnest prayer to the crucified Redeemer — 
nothing more. How excellent! On Christmas Day there is the Word, 
the prayer, and the hymn, — the sermon you are to hear in church, — 
is that not just as it should be? 
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We would also call attention to this, that the author has the 
gift of engaging your attention, of winning your sympathy, and of 
holding your interest. His book is therefore peculiarly fitted to im- 
ae those who have cither never known the family altar, or who 
lave for one reason or the other come to neglect it. But even those 
who for years have experienced the holy delight of daily converse with 
the Law of the Lord may wish to‘use a new book for their devotions, 
and they will make no mistake if they choose this volume. 

We have often seen hanging upon the walls of our homes this 
motto: “God Bless Our Home!” And who would not sigh to God 
and pray this prayer? Now, here in this book is an answer to such 
2 prayer. God will bless our homes through just such daily devotions 
ns are offered in this precious volume. Let us not close our door to 
Him who is knocking with His arms full of blessings for us and our 
children! 

Whatever good book of devotion we select, let us by all means 
gather the family daily for the reception of those blessings which the 
Savior has stored for us in His saving Word. Let it not be said of 
any of us: 


There was an old fellow who never had time 

For a fresh morning look at the Volume sublime, 

Who never had time for the soft hand of prayer 

To smooth out the wrinkles of labor and care; 

Who could not find time for that service most sweet 

At the altar of home, where the dear ones all meet, 
And never found time with the people of God 

To learn the good way the fathers had trod. 

But he found time to die; oh, yes; he found time to .* 


Select Songs for School and Home. Compiled by J. A. Theiss. 
With an introduction on the rudiments of music by Karl 
Ilaase. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. XVI and 
229 pages, GXY. Price, $1.50, postpaid. Introductory price 
on application. 

Here is a book of 300 hymns and songs which may be sung in the 
home, school, Sunday-school, or society. Each song is set to music 
for singing. There is also a bricf, but simple and serviceable in- 
struction on music, notes, and singing. 

The hymns and songs are grouped in 39 divisions, and include 
nearly everything that is good and delightful in religion, nature, 
patriotism, social and family life, games, and little children’s motion- 
songs. There are, for instance, “Rock of Ages” and “Let Me Be Thine 
Forever” together with the other precious Christian hymns. But 
there are also “Hail, Columbia, Happy Land!” “America,” “The Star- 
spangled Banner,” “’Tis the Last Rose of Summer,” “Home, Sweet 
Home,” “Our Sleighride,” “Going Round the Mulberry-bush,” and too 
many more to mention. 

The publishers are justified, we think, in believing that they have 
supplied a book which will be in demand for many years to come. 
Ii you are looking for 2 book of this kind, we are confident that you 
cannot find a better one than this collection of true, stirring, and de- 
lightful words together with their sweet, touching, and uplifting 
melodies. But— judge for yourself! Here is the generous offer of 
our Publishing House: — 

“YVe want every interested teacher to examine this book, and 
therefore offer to send a copy on the following simple terms. Send 
us a postal or a message on a separate sheet of paper about the size 
of a postal, saying that you will examine the book if we give you ten 
days’ time and charge you nothing, unless you keep it, and then charge 
you but $1.00. We shall promptly ship prepaid. When you receive 
the book, you save the wrapper, and if after ten days you do not de- 
sire to keep it, you return it, using the same wrapper (inside out), 
and no charge will be made against your account. If you conclude to 
keep Select Songs, remit $1.00 in moncy order, bank draft, or eheck,; 
inclosing the label part of the wrapper. We have sct aside a limited 
portion of our edition for this purpose, and reserve the right to with- 
draw this offer at any time after December 31, 1920.” S. 








Misrellaneoiws. 


Installations. 


Installed under authorization of the respective District 
Presidents: — 
A. Pastors: 

On 16th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. G. Lobeck in the con- 
gregation at Fant City, Tex., by Pastor W. C. Greve. 

On 17th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. &. Knoernsohild in 
the congregation at Vanderbilt, Tex., by Pastor W. C. Greve. — The 
Rev. J. M. Weidenschilling in Zion Church, near Lawrence, Nebr., 
by Pastor L. Ernst, Sr. 

On 19th Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. A. M. Kuehneré in 
Ebenezer Church, St. Louis, Mo., by Pastor F. S. Buenger. 

On 21st Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. C. H. Scliz as super- 
intendent of schools of the Iowa District by Pastor M. Zagel. 

On 23d Sunday after Trinity: The Rev. Th. A. Tews in Zion 
Church, Arcadia, Iowa, by Pastor W. Frese.— The Rev. R. Rook in 
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Peace Church, near Friedenberg, Mo., by Pastor L. F. Dippold. — The 
Rev. O. Riess in the congregation near Markinch, Sask., Can., by Pas- 
tor P. J. Becker. — The fev. 7'h. Frese in the congregation at Hub- 
bard, lowa, by Pastor A. H. Janke.— The dev. H. H. Hartmann in 
Zion Church, Ottawa, and in St. Trinity Church, Marseilles, Ill., by 
Pastor C. F. Fuelling. — The /tev. J. Wuebben in the congregations 
at Spooner and Shell Lake, Wis., by Pastor F. Kersten. — The ev. 
W. Wilke in St. Jolm’s Church, near Atwater, Minn., by Pastor A. L. 
Octjen. : 

On 24th Sunday after Trinity: The cv. W. H. Dau in the con- 
gregation near Wegan, Ind., by Pastor H. Petrich.— The /tcv. W. . 
feddersen in the congregation at Tracy, Ind., by Pastor W. Roesener. 
—The fev. K. J. H. Strasburg in the congregation at Mena, Ark., 
by Pastor H. D. Mensing. — The &ev. &. Clocter in Immanuel Church, 
Galena Tp., Minn., by Pastor H. C. Hinz. : ‘ 

On 25th Sunday after ‘Trinity: The Rev. Th. Lactsch in St. Trin- 
ity Church, St. Louis, Mo., by Prof. L. Fuerbringer. — The fev. K. H. 
Hein in the congregation at New Berlin, Ill., by Prof. R. Neitzel. — 
The Rev. F. BE. Wilke in St. John’s Church, Groton, S. Dak., by Pas- 
tor Hy. Burmester. — The Kev. W. F. Dommer in Zion Church, An- 
dover, S. Dak., by Pastor J. E. Schwarting. 

On November 27: Professors P. Bente and M. Bertram at Con- 
cordia College, Fort Wayne, Ind., by Pastor A. Lange. ; 

On Ist Sunday in Advent: The Jtcv. H. Schcperic as missionary 
for the west side of Indianapolis, Ind., and for the State institutions 
of the sume place by Pastor W. C. Meinzen.— The fev. Almar 
Mueller in St. John’s Church, Cowling, I1ll., by Pastor P. Lehmann. 

On 2d Sunday in Advent: The kev. 8. B. Liz in the congrega- 
tion at Mitchell, Ont., Can., by Pastor H. W. Rueger.— The Jev. 
A. T. F. Bartling in the Church of Our Redeemer, Lincoln, Nebr., 
by Pastor I’. W. C. Jesse. 


B. Teachers: 


On 24th Sunday after Trinity: Tcacher N. Rocmer as teacher 
of the school of the church at Woodworth, Ill., by Pastor F. A. C. 
Meycr. 

"Oa 25th Sunday after Trinity: Teacher E. P. Hueschen as 
teacher of the school of St. John’s Church, Berlin, Wis., by Pastor 
J.W. Krueger. — Teacher H. F. Christopher as teacher of the school 
of St. Matthew’s Church, Chicago, Ill, by Pastor Th. F. Siemon. — 
Teacher H. A. Borchers as teacher of the school of Christ Church, 
Oak Park, IIL, by Pastor E. T. Lams.— Teacher P. Schmandt as 
teacher of the school of Immanuel Church, Altamont, Ill., by Pastor 
M. O. Burkhardt. — 7'eacher F, A. Meitz as second teacher of the 
school of St. Paul’s Church, Strasburg, Ill., by Pastor C. IF. Keller. 





Corner-Stone Laying. 


The following congregations laid the corner-stone of a new 
edifice: — 


Church: On 23d Sunday after Trinity: Nazareth Church, Buf- 
falo, N.Y. (the Rev. H. E. Plehn, pastor).—On 9th Sunday after 
Trinity: The Ev. Luth. Sanitarium Association of Wheat Ridge, 
Colo. (the Rev. H. H. Feiertag, superintendent). 


Dedications. 


Dedicated to the service of God: — 


Churches. —On 21st Sunday after Trinity: The new church of 
St. John’s Congregation, Pembroke, Ont., Can. (the Rev. H. Landsky, 
pastor). — On 24th Sunday after Trinity: The enlarged church-build- 
ing of Trinity Congregation, Cumberland, Md. (the Rev. J. H. C. Al- 
bohm, pastor). —— The new church of Grace Congregation, near Honey 
Brook, Minn, (the Rev. P. Priess, pastor).—On 25th Sunday after 
Trinity: The renovated church of St. John’s Congregation, Hilliard, O. 
(the Rev. O. H. Linnemeier, pastor).— The new church of the con- 
gregation at Parma, Mo. (the Rey. H. A. Kerstner, pastor). — The 
new church of St. Peter’s Congregation, North Judson, Ind. (the 
Rev. W. Heine, pastor).— The new church of St. John’s Congrega- 
tion, Oakes, N. Dak. (the Rev. H. Dierks, pastor).— On Ist Sunday 
in Advent: The new church of St. Paul’s Congregation, Wittenberg, 
Mo. (the Rev. W. Bartz, pastor). 

School. —On 23d Sunday after Trinity: The new school of Im- 
manuel Congregation, Copperas Cove, Tex. (the Rev. L. J. Werner, 
pastor). 

Organ. — The new pipe organ of St. Peter’s Church, Stratford, 
Ont., Can. (the Rev. H. W. Brege, pastor). 





Anniversaries. 


The following congregations celebrated anniversary : — 


On 16th Sunday after Trinity: Trinity Church, Jfanistee, Mich. 
(the Rev. J. H. Todt, pastor), the 50th. — On 24th Sunday after Trin- 
ity: Zion Church, 7'cmplin, Kans. (the Rev. W. Wittrock, pastor), 
the 50th.— St. Paul’s, Granite City, Ill. (the Rev. C. A. Romoser, 
pastor), the 10th. 
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Mission-Festivals. 


On Sth Sunday after Trinity: St. John’s, Ola, S. Dak. Offering, 
$100.00. — On 13th Sunday after Trinity: Trinity, Reliance, S. Dak. 
Offering, $23.85. — On 15th Sunday after Trinity: Zion, Chamberlain, 
S. Dak. Offering, $176.50.—On 16th Sunday after Trinity: St. 
John’s, Spokanc, Wash. Offering, $301.50.—On 17th Sunday after 
Trinity: Buffalo, N.Y. Otfering, $64.62. —On 19th Sunday after 
Trinity: Copperas Cove, Tex. Offering, $312.74.—On 20th Sunday 
after Trinity: Christ Church, St. Louis, Mo. Offering, $306.00. — 
St. Paul’s, Jtushville, Nebr. Offering, $35.00.— Gordon, Nebr. Of- 
fering, $35.00.—On 21st Sunday after Trinity: St. Paul’s, Lewis- 
ton, Mont. Offering, $60.00.—St. John’s, Hobson, Mont. Offering, 
$35.50.— On 23d Sunday after Trinity: Kingsville, Tex. Offering, 
$108.00.— On 25th Sunday after Trinity: Zion, Clarendon, Tex. 
Offering, $75.30. — McCook, Nebr. Offering, $108.36. — Trinity, Kil- 
lcen, Tex. Offering, $32.66.— Zion, Worland and Basin, Wyo. Of- 
fering, $122.10. 





Conferences. 


The Teachers’ Conference of Buffalo and Vicinity will be in 
session, D.v., December 28 and 29 at St. Johnsburg, N.Y. The fol- 
lowing teachers have papers: Ossko, Martz, Fischle, Schaefer, Nottke, 
Jaretzke, Bock, Meves, Braunschweiger, Bargmann, and the under- 
signed. Notify Teacher R. Bargmann, North Tonawanda, N. Y., of 
your intention. O. T. WaLLE, Sec. 

The Monthly Conference of St. Louis and Vicinity will meet in 
January, 1921; however, not, as usual, on the first Wednesday, but, 
D.v., on Monday, January 3, at 9.30 a. Mt. 

R. KReErzscHMAk, Chairman. 

The Vermilton Local Conference convenes, D. v., January 4 and 6, ° 
1921, in Wentworth, S. Dak. (the Rev. F. Oberheu, pastor). Essays: 
ixegesis of the Epistle to Titus: Rev. J. Steinmeyer. Missionary 
Activitics: Rev. G. Schaefer. Separation of Church and State: Rev. 
A. Oberheu. Roman Mass: Rev. S. Bruer. Exposition of Various 
Passages upon Which the Interchurch World Movement Based Their 
Arguments, e. g., 1 Cor. 15, 24—28; Col. 1, 16—20; Eph. 1, 10;. Phil. 
2, 9—11l: Rev. M. Keller. The Transfiguration of Christ: Rev. F. 
Freese. Confessional address: Rev. M. Keller (Rev. A. eee 
Sermon: Rey. J. Steinmeyer (Rev. A. Sauer). Announcement desir 

A. FENNER, Sec. 

The Alpena Local Conference meets, D.v., January 4 and 5, 1921, 
in Rogers, Mich. Confessional address: Rev. E. Stieg (Rev. H. 
Potzger). Sermon: Rev. H. Riethmeier Csey L. Heinecke). An- 
nouncement, please! . G. HEINECKE, Sec. , 

The Southeastern Texas Conferene intends to hold Budget meet- 
ing in Rev. Dietze’s congregation, Houston Heights, January 4, 1921, 
and regular meeting, D. v., January 5 and 6, to be held in Rev. Lam- 
mert’s congregation, Cypress, Tex. Confessional address: Rev. Steyer 
(Revs. Scaer, Rische). Sermon: Rev. Brust (Revs. Hartenberger, Hell- 
mann). Please announce! A. F. MIcHALK, See. 

The Local Conference of Northeastern Colorado meets, D.v., Jan- 
uary + to 6 in Yuma, Colo. Announcement, please! 

A. WIDIGER, Sec. 





Additional Candidates for the Professorship at Portland, Oreg. 
Rev. J. A. Rimbach, by Trinity Congregation, Mount Angel, Oreg. 
Rev. O. H. Schmidt, by Bethlehem Congregation, Kennewick, Wash. 

H. H. Koprpet MANN, Sec., 
570 Salmon St., Portland, Oreg. 


The Committee on Removal of St. Paul’s College |. 


meets, D. v., at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo., December 29, to 
consider bids for the future home of the aforesaid college. 
SARL NIERMANN, Chairman. 


Notice to Contributors. 


The Editors again must remind contributors to our paper of 
two rules which ought to be observed when sending manuscripts 
for publication or items of interest (clippings, ete.) for editorial 
use. Unsigned articles and all items sent anonymously can receive 
no consideration. We must positively know the source of every- 
thing that goes into our files. Secondly, all contributions must be 
sent to the strect addresses of the Editors. Do not address “care 
of Concordia Seminary.” While only a hundred yards from the 
homes of both members of the Editorial Committee, the Seminary 
is not our post-office address, and, as far as results are concerned, 
is more than a thousand miles from our editorial studies. It has 
taken letters and contributions a longer time to reach us from Con- 
cordia Seminary than it took that same item to reach the Seminary 
from the States of Maine and Montana. The students cannot be 
expected to carry out the mail to the homes of eleven professors. 
Correspondence delivered there on Friday noon invariably lies over 
until Monday. Address all contributions to street numbers given 
on last page of our paper. THE EprroriaL CoMMITTEE. 
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Statistical Year-Book for 1920. 


All pastors of our Synod are earnestly requested to prepare and 
mai] their annual statistical report for 1920 in the very first days 
of January, 1921. Send the reports to Rev. B. Eckhardt, Battle Creek, 
Nebr., who will arrange them for publication, while the undersigned 
will see them through the press. Blanks with full directions will be 
sent to every pastor by Concordia Publishing House between Christ- 
mas and New Year in the same enclosure with the red Pocket Diary 
and Memorandum. Blanks will also be printed on the back covers 
of Lehre und Wehre and Magazin fuer Homilctik. If any pastor 
should fail to receive a blank, he will please notify the undersigned 
by postal card. ‘The presidents of the various synodical Districts, as 
well as of the colleges and seminaries, the chairmen of the various 
Mission Boards, and the presidents of eleemosynary institutions will 
also please take notice, and send their reports to Rev. Eckhardt. 

L. FUERBBINGER. 


Bethany College. 


It will be of interest to the friends and patrons of Bethany Col- 
lege, a school for young ladies, located at Mankato, Minn., to hear 
that this institution, since September 6, is again in full swing. Beth- 
any College has now an enrolment of over one hundred students and 
a iaculty of sixteen teachers. The work in the various departments 
is progressing very satisfactorily, and the results already obtained 
warrant the best of hopes for the future success of the institution. 

On the 26th of January, 1921, Bethany College, D.v., will begin 
its second semester. This will be a favorable time for the entrance 
of new students, and a considerable number of new students are ex- 
pected at this time. Lutheran young ladies, interested in Music, Art, 
Expression, Domestic Science, High School, and College work, or Com- 
mercial branches, may apply for admission by writing to 

B. F. Lauxanpt, Bethany College, Mankato, Minn. 


Some of Synod’s Treasuries. 


(November 30, 1920.) Deficit. Balance. 
Synodical Treasury ......2.-cscscccccsecces $ 98440.21 
Building FanG ésciecsse s os svewrewsewaviess 43859.22 
Chita. MISBION ss cccewwes s Hew sremosewns wee ‘ 2021.92 
Deaf-mute Mission ........cee8: wees Tee $ 6081.63 
European Missions .........csecenessecces ° 5622.57 
Foreign Mission .......cceccceccenconaseces 3637.23 
Mountain Retreat .......cccseeescecees 2680.54 
Foreign-tongue Mission .........--- ee Tere 714.32 
Homie -SUGSION sesenues 4 su Oewensewwawn se ses 5509.79 
Immigrant Mission ......--ccscecssseeeces 2197.57 
Indian BUSON, scmass csc coccawwecewuses ve cnc 4018.06 
Indian Mission Building .........e+-e0. 10758.15 
South American Mission ............e0eee0. 2721.16 


E. SEUEL, Treasurer. 








Treasurers’ Reports. 


ENGLISH DISTRICT. 


Mission. — Congregations: Bethany, 
$35.00; Bethany, Chicago, 125.00; Grace, St. Louis, 70.00; Hope, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., 40.00; Hope, Chicago, 235.14; Our Redeemer, 
Chicago, 500.00; Concordia, Conover, N. C., 100.00; Holy Trinity, 
New York, 100.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 14.39; St. Paul’s, Granite 
City, 111., 39.00; Immanuel, Pittsburgh, 34.40; Our Redeemer, De- 
troit, 131.97; Pilgrim, Chicago, 75.41. Sunday-schools: Mount Olive, 
Milwaukee, 200.00; Calvary, Buffalo, 25.00; Mount Olive, Minneapo- 
lis, 35.02; Our Redeemer, Cleveland, 50.00. — Z'otal, $1,810.33. 

Church Extension Fund.— Congregations: Bethany, Violetville, 
Baltimore, $5.00; Bethany, Chicago, 4.78; Hope, Grand Rapids, 
Mich., 5.00; Our Redeemer, Chicago, 135.35; Concordia, Conover, 
N.C., 10.00; Immanuel, Pittsburgh, 8.00; Mount Olive, Milwaukee, 
67.48; Pilgrim, Chicago, 65.00.— Total, $300.61. 

Ministerial Education Fund.— Congregations: Grace, St. Louis, 
$15.00; Hope, Grand Rapids, Mich., 5.00; Coyner’s, Waynesboro, Va., 
23.00; St. Andrew’s, Pittsburgh, 75.00; Concordia, Conover, N. C., 
5.00; Immanuel, Pittsburgh, 4.00; Pilgrim, Chicago, 5.02. Sunday- 
school, Calvary Church, Buffalo, 10.00.— Total, $142.02. 

Synodical Treasury. — Congregations: Bethany, Violetville, 
Baltimore, $10.00; Grace, St. Louis, 50.00; Our Redeemer, Chicago, 
20.00; Faith, Milwaukee, 50.00; Concordia, Conover, N.C., 25.00; 
Holy Trinity, New York, 10.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 10.79; St. 
Paul’s, Granite City, Ill., 15.60; Immanuel, Pittsburgh, 10.00. — 
Total, $201.39. 

Synodical Building Fund.— Congregations: Bethany, Chicago, 
$23.81; Concordia, Conover, N. C., 10.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 
7.20; Trinity, Oak Park, Ill., 50.00.— Total, $91.01. 

Amcrican Lutheran Board for Relief in Europe. — Congrega- 
tions: Emmanuel, Asheville, N. C., $27.25; Martin Luther, Toledo, O., 


Violetville, Baltimore, 
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177.10. lis L. Heim, Woodcliff, N.J., 5.00. Mrs. Sophia Franz, 
Dallas, Tex., 7.00. D. M. L., Springdale, Ark., 10.00. Prof. Martin 
eeetone St. Louis, 10.00; Mrs. M. S. Sommer, 25.00. — Total, 
xa uu. 

_ Arsiuaren Relicf Fund..-— St. John’s Church, Hannibal, Mo., 
_ Board of Support. — Congregations: Bethany, Violetville, Bal- 
timore, $6.53 ; Grace, St. Louis, 25.00; Our Redeemer, Chicago, 285.42; 
Concordia, Conover, N. C., 24.00; Holy Trinity, New York, 12.00; 
Trinity, East St. Louis, 5.04; Mount Olive, Milwaukee, 110.82; Our 
Savior, Cincinnati, 20.77. Chas. A. Mehring, Charlottesville, Va., 
5.00. Miss E. B. Steinke, Mount Olive Church, Milwaukee, 5.00. — 
Total, $499.58. 

Deaf-mute Mission.— Congregations: Grace, St. Louis, $5.00; 
Coyner’s, Waynesboro, Va., 10.00; Concordia, Conover, N.C., 2.00; 
Holy Trinity, New York, 1.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 10.00; Im- 
manuel, Pittsburgh, 1.60; Trinity, Oak Park, Ill., 10.00. Sunday- 
school, Calvary Church, Buffalo, N. Y., 5.00.— Total, $44.60. 

Free Church in Europe.— D. M. L., Springdale, Ark., $10.00. 

Foreign-tongue Mission in U. S. — Congregations: Coyner’s, 
Waynesboro, Via., $10.00; Concordia, Conover, N. C., 2.00; Trinity, 
East St. Louis, 3.39. — Total, $15.39. 

Foreign Mission. — Congregations: Good Shepherd, Brooklyn, 
$6.40; Grace, St. Louis, 10.00; Hope, Grand Rapids, Mich., 5.00; 
Coyner’s, Waynesboro, Va., 62.00; Concordia, Conover, N.C., 10.00; 
Holy Trinity, New York, 7.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 25.00; Grace, 
ty City, N. J., 20.25; Trinity, Oak Park, Ill., 35.00.— Total, 

General Home Mission. — Congregations: Bethany, Chicago, 
$15.00; Coyner’s, Waynesboro, Va., 55.00; Concordia, Conover, N. C., 
10.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 16.00; Trinity, Oak Park, IIl., 50.00. 
— Total, $146.00. 

Indian Mission, — Congregations: Coyner’s, Waynesboro, Va., 
$10.00; Concordia, Conover, N.C., 2.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 5.00; 
Immanuel, Pittsburgh, 1.60; Trinity, Oak Park, I1]., 10.00. Sunday- 
school, Calvary Church, Buffalo, 10.00. — 7'otal, $38.60. 

Italian Ifission. — Sunday-school, Calvary Church, Buffalo, $5.00. 

Immigrant Mission. — Congregations: Concordia, Conover, N. C., 
$1.00; Immanuel, Pittsburgh, 1.00. — Total, $2.00. 

Indian Mission Building Fund.— Church of the Redeemer, St. 
Paul, Minn., $42.90. 

Indigent Students. — Sunday-school, Trinity Church, Dallas, Tex., 
$26.55. D. M. L., Springdale, Ark., 5.00. Trinity, East St. Louis, 3.60. 
— Total, $35.15. 

Jewish Mission. —- Congregations: Concordia, Conover, N. C., 
$1.00; Immanuel, Pittsburgh, 1.00. — Total, $2.00. 

_ Negro Mission. — Congregations: Grace, St. Louis, $20.00; Hope, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., 5.00; Coyner’s, Waynesboro, Va., 52.00; Con- 
cordia, Conover, N.C., 8.00; Holy Trinity, New York, 5.00; Trinity, 
East St. Louis, 2.16; Immanuel, Pittsburgh, 6.40; Trinity, Oak Park, 
Ill., 40.00. Friendship Circle, Mount Calvary Church, St. Louis, 5.00. 
Ladies’ Aid Society, Grace Church, St. Louis, 5.00. — Total, $148.56. 

Mission in South America. — Congregations: Grace, St. Louis, 
$5.00; Coyner’s, Waynesboro, Va., 34.00; Concordia, Conover, N. C., 
5.00; Holy Trinity, New York, 5.00; Trinity, East St. Louis, 20.00; 
Trinity, Oak Park, IJ1l., 25.00. Sunday-school, Calvary Church, Buf- 
falo, 10.00. — Total, $104.00. 

Deaf-and-dumb, Institute, Detroit, Mich.— Hope Church, Grand 
Rapids, Mich., $5.00. Friendship Circle, Mount Calvary Church, St. 
Louis, 5.00. — 7'otal, $10.00. 

Lutheran Sanitarium, Wheat Ridge, Colo.— Friendship Circle, 
Mount Calvary, Church, St. Louis, $5.00. St. John’s Church, Hanni- 
bal, Mo., 10.00. — otal, $15.00. . 

Wheat Ridge Sanitarium Walther League Dollar Collection. — 
Walther League Society, Church of Our Savior, St. Paul, Minn., 
$50.00. Hope Church, Grand Rapids, Mich., 75.00. — Total, $125.00. 

Lutheran Orphan Home, Addison, Ill.— Congregations: Hope, 
Chicago, $13.00; Trinity, Oak Park, Ill, 50.00. — Total, $63.00. 

Lutheran Orphan Home, Des Peres, Mo. — Congregations: Grace, 
St. Louis, $65.00; St. John’s, Hannibal, Mo., 15.00. — Total, $80.00. 

Lutheran Home for the Aged, St. Louis, Mfo.— Grace Church, 
St. Louis, $5.00. 

Concordia College, Bronaville, N.Y. (Kitchen).— Holy Trinity 
Chureh, New York, $50.00. 

Grace Mission, Akron, O.—Sunday-school, Concordia Church, 
Akron, O., $150.00. : 
ian Beene School Contcst.— Church of Our Redeemer, Detroit, 

Immanuel Lutheran College, Greensboro, N.C. (Dormitory). — 
Sunday-school, Calvary Church, Buffalo, $10.00. Pilgrim Church, 
Chicago, 30.00. — Total, $40.00. 

Convalescent Home, St. Louis, Afo.— Ladies’ Aid Societies in 
St. Louis: Mount Calvary, $15.00; Grace, 8.00. — Total, $23.00. 

Nazareth Mission, Buffalo, N. Y. — Sunday-school, Calvary 
Church, Buffalo, $25.00. 

Lutheran Home for Feeble-minded and Epileptics, Watertown, 
Wis. — Congregations: Grace, St. Louis, $5.00; Hope, Grand Rapids, 
Mich., 5.00; Holy Trinity, New York, 10.00. Friendship Circle, Mount 
Calvary Church, St. Louis, 5.00. Ladies’ Aid Society, Grace Church, 
St. Louis, 10.00. — Total, $35.00. 
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Lutheran Home for the Aged, Arlington Heights, Itl.— Bethany 
Church, Chicago, $50.00. on 

New Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. — Holy Trinity Church, 
New York, $100.00. “A Friend,” Mount Olive Church, Milwaukee, 
1.00. Ladies’ Aid Society, Redeemer Church, North Tonawanda, N. Y., 
10.00. — Total, $111.00. 

Luther Institute, Chicago, IU.— Trinity Church, Chicago, $100.00. 

Cily Mission, Chicago, Ill.— Congregations: Bethany, Chicago, 
$25.00; Our Redeemer, Chicago, 21.26.— 7’otal, $46.26. ; . 

City Mission, St. Louis, Jfo.— Grace Church, St. Louis, $25.00; 
from Ladies’ Aid Society, 5.00. — Total, $30.00. ; ; 

City Mission Social Worker, St. Louis, Mo.— Ladies’ Aid So- 
cieties in St. Louis: Mount Calvary, $20.00; Grace, 3.00.— Total, 
$23.00. 

Lutheran Hospital, St. Louis, 3f0.— Ladies’ Aid Society, Grace 
Church, St. Louis, $5.00. GRAND ToTAL: $5,127.78. 


December 13, 1920. Ciras. H. Dette, Treas., 
3935 Greer Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


ATLANTIC DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Atlantic District during Novem- 
1920: — 

Synodical Treasury, $325.02; Synodical Building Fund, 308.14; 
Seminary Building Fund, 105.00; Missions, 2,377.89; Miscellaneous, 
2,310.68. — Z'otal, $5,426.73. O. H. REsTIN, Treas. 


CENTRAL DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Central District during No- 
vember, 1920: — uc 
Synodical Treasury, $4,325.38; Synodical Building Fund, 1,613.52; 
Missions, 13,911.50; Miscellaneous, 12,704.35. — Total, $32,554.75. 
P. E. WoLr, Treas. 


EASTERN DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Eastern District during Novem- 
ber, 1920: — 
" Synodical Treasury, $926.62; Synodical Building Fund, 293.04; 
Missions, 2,819.94; Miscellaneous, 2,692.74.—Total, $6,732.34. 
J. P. SOMAEFER, 7'reas. 


IOWA DISTRICT. 


Received at -the Treasury of the Iowa District during October 
and November, 1920: — ; 
Home Mission and Gencral Home Mission, $3,470.89; Synodical 
Treasury, 1,835.44; Synodical Building Fund, 894.22; Wheat Ridge 
Sanitarium, 458.93; Foreign Mission, 1,429.44; Negro Mission, 
1,416.61; other Missions and Charities, 6,348.13. — Total, $15,843.66. 
P. F. FIENE, Treas. 


NEBRASKA DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Nebraska District during No- 
vember, 1920: — a a 
Synodical Treasury, $1,349.74; Synodical Building Fund, 1,217.16; 
Missions, 5,964.61; Miscellaneous, 2,963.57.— Total, $11,495.08. 
A. SOHUELEE, Treas. 


NORTH DAKOTA AND MONTANA DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the North Dakota and Montana 
District from September 15 to November 165, 1920: — 

Synodical Treasury, $67.57; Synodical Building Fund, 109.55; 
Gencral Home Mission, 59.92; Home Mission, 8,239.15; Church Ex- 
tension Fund, 5,750.00; other Missions, 269.70; Miscellaneous, 242.00. 
— Total, $14,737.89. P. MEYER, 7'reas. 


NORTHERN WISCONSIN DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Northern Wisconsin District 
during November, 1920: — 
GROUP I: Budget, $3,210.19; GROUP II: Benevolence, 146.00; 
GROUP III: Miscellaneous, 629.96. — Total, $3,986.15. 
W. H. DIoKkE, 7'reas. 


SOUTHERN ILLINOIS DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Southern Illinois District dur- 
ing November, 1920: — , a 

Synodical Treasury, $799.48; Synodical Building Fund, 636.08; 
General Home Mission, 799.30; District Home Mission, 807.82; Mis- 
cellaneous, 3,823.20. — Total, $6,865.88. G. A. WE!ss, Treas. 


SOUTHERN WISCONSIN DISTRICT. 


Received at the Treasury of the Southern Wisconsin District 
during November, 1920: — ; sa 
ynodical Treasury, $1,100.40; Synodical Building Fund, 1,077.93; 
Missions, 5,896.33; Miscellancous, 6,608.36.—Total, $14,683.02. 
A. Ross, Treas. 
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WESTERN DISTIG@T. 
Received at the Treasury of the Western District from Octo- 
ber 15 to November 15, 1920: — 
Synodical Treasury, $1,162.34; Synodical Building Fund, 1,132.19; 
Missions, 5,070.08; Miscellancous, 3,135.42.—-Total, $10,500.03. 
G. Hoenber, Treas. 





Elberta, Ala., for L. L. L., $5.00; Home Mission, 5.00; Negro 
Mission, 1.00. Bequest of Mrs. H. Holst, Sanes Valley, Oreg., 50.00, 
for Home, Deaf-mute, Indian, Negro, Jewish, and Foreign Missions. 
N. N. in W., for Home Mission, 10.00. Bethlehem Congregation, Mil- 
waukee, for Synodical Treasury, 50.00. Per Prof. F., from H., for 
Foreign Mission, 1.54. Paul Sehultz, Faust, N. Y., for Home Mis- 
sion, 5.00. Estate of John F. Troemmel, for N egro Mission, 1,500.00; 
Brazil Mission, 500.00; Foreign Mission, 1,000.00; Home Mission, 
2,108.04; Deaf-mute Mission, 2,108.04. Buffalo, N. Y., for various 
missions, 10.00. Per Th. Lange, from Harm Hinrichs, Onarga, ILL, 
for missions, 150.00. Per A. L. Barger, Treas., from Immanuel Con- 
gregation, Charlottesville, Va., for missions, 32.70. Per Concordia 
Publishing House: Miss Nora Conelly, Middale, Sask., Can., for 
Negro Mission, .55; N. N., Silverton, Colo., 10.10; Conrad Mielke, 
Big Rapids, Mich., for L. L. L., .75; Chas. F. Zeller, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
for Home Mission, .75; Mrs. F. C. Behrens, Snohomish, 3.00; Rev. 
F. Schlottmann, Oakland, Cal., 2.52. For Children’s Fund: Phil. 
Stockinger, Bremen, Ind., 35.00 ; Clayton E. Huff, Bremen, Ind, 
5.00; Mrs. S. G. Lehr, Chr. Lauppe, Mrs. Sam’] Landerman, and 
A. D. Stockinger, 5.00 each. N. N., for European Relief, 12.00. 
Chas. H. Trampe Estate, for Synodical Treasury and for Building 
Fund, 1,000.00 each. N.N., for Board of Support, 1.00. N. N., Wis- 
consin, for Home Mission, 9.00; for Foreign and South American 
Missions, 8.00 each. Fred H. Engel, for Building Fund, 20.00; Euro- 
pean Relief, 5.00. N. N., Brooklyn, for European Relief, 2.00. H. 
Schurig, for European Relief, 5.00. Dr. E. G. Sihler, New York, for 
Synodical Treasury and St. Louis Seminary, 2.00 each. Mrs. E. G. 
Sihler, New York, for Synodical Treasury, 2.25. Per Rev. R. Kretzsch- 
mar: Y. P. S., Pittsburgh, for Foreign Mission Christmas, 35.00; 
Rev. Kuechle’s congregation, Marysville, O., 485.00, and Rev. Knust’s 
congregation, Milford Center, O., 475.00, for “Ford,” for use in For- 
eign Mission. P. R., for European Relief, 1.00. Per Concordia Pub- 
lishing House: Mrs. C. F. Hilpert, Eagle Bend, Minn., for Negro 
Mission, 2.00; A. Vetter, Dorchester, Wis., for Negro Mission, 1.00; 
E. H. Riedel, Lincoln, IIL, for European Relief, .20; Mrs. A. J. Moll, 
Gary, Ind., for Home Mission, 3.00; Wm. Eixmann, Fayetteville, 
Tex., for Board of Support, 2.10; Gertrude Mohr, Hinsdale, IIl., 
for Synodical Treasury, .40; IF. F. Brunkow, Onaga, Kans., for Or- 
phanage at Des Peres, 1.00; John Matthes, Du Bois, Nebr., for For- 
eign Mission, 5.00; Jacob Weber, Medina, O., for Synodical Treas- 
ury, .35; Caroline Ritter, Hildebrand, Oreg., for Home Mission, 2.30; 
Mrs. E. Wiesenthal, Wellsford, Kans., for Board of Support, .80; 
Mrs. H. F. Behm, Fort Wayne, Ind., for Synodical Treasury, 4.50. 
St. Paul’s Congregation, New Gehlenbeck, Iil., for Rev. Th. Reuter, 
Germany, 118.00. Rev. Richter’s congregation, Symco, Wis., for 
Building Fund, 50.00. Mrs. A. F. Ratz aff, Jr., Edgerton, Wis., for 
Home Mission, 9.00; for Foreign and South American Missions, 
8.00 each. E. SEUEL, T7'rcas. 
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Acknowledgment. 


The first “Ford” has been donated to our Foreign Mission in 
India, for the use of Missionary Geo. Kuechle. $485.00 were con- 
tributed for that purpose by members of the congregation at Marys- 
ville, O. (Rev. H. C. Kuechle, pastor), and 475.00 by members of the 
congregation at Milford Center, O. (Rev. H. C. Knust, pastor). May 
God bless the generous contributors, and the missionary using the 
“Ford” to spread the Gospel among the heathen. 

Rico. KRETZSCHMAR, 
Ohairman of Board for Foreign Missions. 
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Important Notice. 


Kindly consult the address printed on this copy of your WIrrness. 
The bottom line of the address shows when your subscription expires. 
(For instance, “Dec 20” signifies that your subscription expires with 
the last number in December, 1920.) If it expires soon, please send 
$1.25 (25 cts. additional in St. Louis, Canada, and foreign countries) 
to your agent or to us in ample time to insure our uninterrupted 
service. It requires normally about two weeks before change of ex- 
piration date will show on address plates. 

Be sure to mention the paper you desire, and your name and 
address, both new and old; if you desire a change in address. Under 
Synod’s approval we cannot furnish periodicals unless paid strictly 
in advance; your name will therefore automatically drop from our 
mailing-list unless your order for renewal, accompanied by your 
remittance, reaches us before the expiration of your subscription. 

ConcogDIA PUBLISHING House, 
St. Louis, Mo. 
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A Threefold Re! iest from Editorial Committee 
“nd Publisher. 


Publicity has fr. the organization of our Missouri Synod 
been an outstanding-» :vinciple of our work as a church-body. 
Through “Der Lutheraner,” and by means of the printing- 
press generally, our fathers sought to present to the Lutheran 
Church their claim to the name of a soundly Lutheran body. 
The difficulties which they encountered in these endeavors 
are lucidly set forth in an article by Prof. W. H. T. Dau in 
the first issue of the “Theological Monthly,” which is now 
going through the press. 

Publicity is as necessary now as it was in the first period 
of our synodical history. We need publicity among our own 
membership, in order that our people may know what our 
Church stands for as a body, our attitude over against, the’ 
various movements which now shake society and the churches, 
and our work in the field of missions at home and abroad. 
We need publicity in the local community. We need national 
publicity. All three purposes are served, or ought to be 
served, by your synodical organs, “Der Lutheraner” and 
“Lutheran Witness.’’ 


The subscription price of these papers is purely nominal. 
If our people once know our synodical organs, they will be- 
come constant subscribers. By saying this we are simply 
stating a fact. But it is necessary that our people become 
acquainted with our papers. And the present request is an 
appeal that our subscribers do all that is: in their power to 
present to their congregations the need of a full enrolment 
of their membership on the subscription list of one or the 
other of our papers, or of both. Hence our threefold re- 
quest: — 

1) RENEWAL OF SUBSCRIPTIONS. — Many subscriptions 
expire at the end of the year. Send in your renewal now in 
order to receive service without interruption. 


2) CONGREGATIONAL ENROLMENT. — This has been 
tried out in a number of congregations with good results. Let 
the congregation pay out of its own treasury the subscription 
price of one or both synodical organs, so that one or both 
reach every home in the congregation. Where this is not 
attainable, each congregation ought at least, at its January 
meeting, appoint a subscription agent where this has not yet 
been done. This agent ought to canvass the entire member- 
ship by personal visits in the interest of our papers. 


8) LIBRARY SUBSCRIPTIONS. — This more particularly 
concerns the “Lutheran Witness.” Through an investigation 
conducted by the American Lutheran Publicity Bureau the 
fact has been brought out that of 159 American city libra- 
ries, 34 receive the ‘““Witness.” While this is a larger num- 
ber of subscriptions than the number of all other Lutheran 
papers combined reported from these libraries, the number 
is far too small. Young people’s societies everywhere ought 
to pay for one subscription to our paper for the local library. 
It is of great importance that the American public shall have 
opportunity to receive the Lutheran view-point on questions 
of the day. The Sabbath question, Evolution, Church and 
State, Religious Education, and a host of other questions now 
in the public mind, should be presented to the American pub- 
lic from the Lutheran, which is only another word for the 
Scriptural, point of view. Such efforts are not fruitless. We 
are again simply making a statement of fact when we say 
that our paper has in a measure succeeded in bringing the 
influence of our Church to bear upon public opinion. In at 
least two States, legislation regarding the language question 
was influenced by our articles. A department editor of a 
great national magazine with a subscription list of more than 
a million has stated that our articles on the Interchurch 
World Movement were the best that he has seen. No one 
can tell just what questions will arise in the next twelve- 
month that touch the sphere of religion. On all these it shall 
be our duty to set forth the Scriptural view. It is of eminent 
importance that the opinion of our Church shall be heard by 
the general public. A subscription for a copy to be displayed 
in the reading-room of the public library will help achieve 
this result. 

Renew Your Subscription. 

If possible, have the congregation enrolled in a body. 

Subscribe for the benefit of the public library in every 
town and city in which we have a congregation. 

Believing, as we do, that our paper is an exponent of 
apostolic Christianity, we do not hesitate to assert our belief 
that such publicity will be productive of good among our 
Lutheran membership and in the community at large. 


THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE. 
THE PUBLISHER. 


THE LULMEKAN WILLNEKDSD. 


Subscribers, Please Take Notice. 


Lhe local post-offices have received notice of a new ruling sent 
out by the Third Assistant Postmaster-General, that no directory 
service will be given sccond- or third-class mail in the future. Ac- 
cordingly, newspapers or magazines that come addressed to a city 
with no further street addresses are now assigned to the General 
Delivery and destroyed after two weeks’ time if not called for, while 
formerly the address was supplied, if possible. 

When copies of papers or magazines bear a street address and 
are reported by the carrier as undeliverable at such address because 
the party has moved and the correct address is unknown, the same 
will also not be given directory service, but will be placed in the 
General Delivery and destroyed after two weeks, unless called for. 

Many people, when moving, neglect to send to publishers of 
their newspapers and magazines word of the new address, and thus, 
under this ruling, they will never receive their periodicals. 

This emphasizes the necessity of our readers’ being careful to 
give their addresses both correctly and plainly. 

ConcorpD1A PuBLisnina House, 
St. Louis, Mo. 








Change of Addresses. 


Rey. J. M. Bailey, 2516 Edmondson Ave., Baltimore, Md.: 

Rev. A. T. F. Bartling, 1900-S. 17th St.,. Lincoln, Nebr. 

Rey. W. F. Bennhoff, R. 2, St. Charles, Mo. 

Prof. P. Bente, Concordia College, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Rev. H. v. Gemmingen, R. 5, Medford, Wis. 

Rev. W. C. Gesch, 1217 Central Ave., Alton, Il. 

Rev. W. Hagen, 2528 17th St., Detroit, Mich. 

Rev. M. Hauser, 611 Colvin Ave., Warren, Minn. 

Rev. B. H. Hemmeter, 4303 N. Sawyer Ave., Chicago, III. 

Rev. O. Kitzmann, West Bend, Iowa. 

Rev. I. Krause, 915 S. 17th St., Sheboygan, Wis. 

Rev. C. Kurth, 312 N. Broadway St., Joliet, Ill. 

Rev. Th. Laetsch, 7416 Vermont Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 

Rev. C. A. Luerssen, 1410 E. 13th St., Tulsa, Okla. 

Rev. P. J. Mayer, 18 Grove St., Clifton, N. J. 

Rev. E. C. Miller, 348 Transit Rd., Depew, N. Y. - 

Rev. I. Pebler, 204 Madison Ave., Paterson, N. J. - 

Rey. F. W. Pohlmann, P. em., R. 2, Brownstown, Ind. 

Rev. L. Richmann, R. 5, lowa Falls, Iowa. 

Rev. W. Ruff, R. 1, Hope, Kans. 

Rev. H. Scheperle, 2520% W. Michigan St., Indianapolis, Ind. 

Rev. Th. Schliepsiek, Lockridge, Iowa. 

Ber. Ws Renan, 200 Hillside Aye., cor. Kaplan St., Jamaica, 
.1,N.Y. . 

Rey. W. H. Schramm, Box 118, Dundurn, Sask., Can. 

Rev. K. A. Schultz, Bellingham, Minn. 

Rev. H. F. C. Schulz, R. 1, Lachine, Mich. 

Rev. F. W. Siebelitz; 430 San Augustine Ave., Port Arthur, Tex. 

Rev. H. L. Sprengeler, 30 8S. Park Drive, Gloversville, N. Y. 

Rev. R. Staehr, Lusk, Wyo. 

Rev. I. F. R. Stechholz, 86 Cooper.St., South Manchester, Conn. 

Rev. O. F. Stolzenburg, 781 Carpenter St., Columbus, O 

Rev. C. W. Tedrahn, 5554 Lexington St., Chicago, IIl. 

Rev. W. F. Troeger, 1258 14th St., Santa Monica, Cal. 

Rev. V. Walther, R. 2, Gordonville, Mo. 

Rev. A. Wenzel, 5460 Douglas St., New Orleans, La. 

E. P. Hueschen, 217 W. Ceresco St., Berlin, Wis. 

A. F. Kiekhacfer, Waverly, Iowa. 

A. C. Rosenwinkel, 734 Lafond’St., St. Paul, Minn. 

A. Sachtleben, Norwood Park Sta., Chicago, IIl. 

O. H. Schumm, 408 Campbell St., Joliet, Ill. ° 

T. F. Wunderlich, 3532 S. Robey St., Chicago, Il. 








THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


in an official organ of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri. Olio. 
and Other States. It is published biweekly, and is edited by un Editorial 
Committee consisting of Prof. Th. Graebner and Prof. Murtin S. Sommer. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, $1.25 per annum. In St. Louls by mail or 
carricr, as well as in Canada and all other forelgn countries, $1.50. 
Payable strictly tn advance. 
ALL ALTIOLES \ntended for publication in the paper should bo addressed 
to Prof. M. §. Sommer, 3627 Ohlo Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 
ALL CHURCH NEWS, Announcements, Acknowledgments, Notices, also 
gee ae neviow, should be sent to Prof. Th. Gracbner, 3618 Texas Ave., 
. 4,.0U18, 10. 
NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS may begin at any time. 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS 3s sccured by giving both tho new and the old 
address, and that one week before the change is desired. 
An AGENT Js desired in every town. Correspondence invited. 
Anns Bas ome BUSINESS MATTER to CONCORDIA PUBLISHING Housk, 
uis, Mo. 


